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[PuBUC  Laws,  Chap.  760.] 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  report  to  the  governor,  on 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in  each  year  and  the  governor  shall  forth w 
present  such  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and  individi 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  sev€ 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property 
each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thcr< 
with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exen 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for 
better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  neccss 
or  advisable. 


I. 


REPORT 


II 


Chapter  769  of  the  Public  Laws,  oflScially  designated  as  "  The  Tax 
Act  of  1912,"  Section  7,  requires  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  January 
in  each  year,  for  presentation  to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  pro- 
vided in  the  section  referred  to  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and 
individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid; 
the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated 
form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of 
taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommenda- 
tions for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said 
board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  tables  submitted  in  the  first  annual  report  have  been  re- 
arranged and  consolidated  in  such  manner  that  the  information 
"^  required  to  be  set  forth  in  tabulated  form  is  contained  in  nine  separate 
tables  instead  of  twenty.  The  present  method  of  treating  the 
statistical  material  is  designed  to  be  permanent,  thus  making  compari- 
sons between  different  reports  in  the  future  more  convenient,  and 
also  to  set  forth  this  information  in  what  seems  to  be  its  logical 
sequence. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  state,  the  taxes  paid  direct  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  the  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
the  classified  valuations,  tax  rates  and  total  property  exempt  in 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  the  classification  of  property  exempt 
from  taxation,  and  the  per  capita  valuations,  are  set  forth  in  the 
order  given. 
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The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  may  be  conveniently  classified 
under  eleven  headings  as  follows: 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 

Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

Corporation  Charters. 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

Bank  Shares. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 

Lessees  of  Oyster  Groimds. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years,  from  1893  to  1913  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears 
to  the  total  revenue,  is  shown  in  Table  I. 

The  amoimt  of  taxes  paid  in  1913  by  corporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  ac- 
cording to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid,  is 
set  forth  in  Table  II. 

The  amoimt  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tax 
Act  of  1912,  are  set  forth  m  Tables  III,  IV,  V  and  V-a. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  total  property  exempt 
and  total  property  assessed  are  set  forth  in  Table  VI. 

*  Under  the  beadins  "  MiBoellaneous  "  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by 
and  returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School, 
State  Board  of  Public  Roads,  State  Institutions  at  HowaTd,  etc. ;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole 
or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and  in  general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appro- 
priations. These  items  are  large  in  the  aggregate,  and  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  State  reve- 
nue, but  they  are  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several 
departments,  and  require  no  consideration  by  this  Board. 
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The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  all  property  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chapter 
769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  56  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns, 
is  set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  years  1911, 1912  and  1913  aresetforth  in  Table  IX. 

The  provisions  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  which  involved  radical 
changes  in  the  laws  regulating  local  as  well  as  state  revenue,  were 
made  subjects  for  separate  consideration  and  analysis  in  the  first 
annual  report,  and  therefore  will  not  be  considered  in  detail  at 
this  time. 

The  operation  of  the  law  as  a  whole  has  been  satisfactory,  its 
administration  presents  but  the  usual  difficulties  of  an  ad  valorem 
s>'stem,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
that  further  improvement  may  be  reasonably  expected,  both  in  a 
more  equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  burden  and  an  increase  in 
revenues,  or  reductions  in  tax  rates. 

Those  matters  which  seem  to  the  Board  to  be  of  interest,  or  which 
it  is  deemed  necessary  to  call  to  the  attention  of  your  Excellency, 
are  considered  in  detail  in  the  following  pages  of  this  report. 

The  State  Tax  and  Local  Valuations. 

The  direct  State  tax,  which  was  the  most  important  item  in  the 
revenues  of  the  State  until  the  enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912, 
is  still  of  great  importance,  although  it  has  fallen  from  37.55  per  cent, 
of  the  total  revenue  in  1911  to  17.63  per  cent,  in  1912,  and  16.20  per 
cent,  in  1913.  The  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
f $850,289.93),  the  tax  on  savings  accounts  ($551,854.99),  and  the 
direct  State  tax  ($578,395.07)  amount  to  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  total  revenue  of  the  State.  The  direct  State  tax  showed  a  con- 
sistent gain  for  many  years  until  the  rate  was  reduced  fifty  per  cent. 
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in  1912,  and  notwithstanding  this  reduction  in  rate  the  amount  paid 
by  the  several  cities  and  towns  in  1913  is  substantially  the  same  as 
that  contributed  in  1892.  The  direct  State  tax,  without  radical 
changes  in  our  present  system  of  taxation,  will  continue  to  be  one 
of  the  most  important  items  of  State  revenue.  The  valuation 
determining  this  amount  ($578,395.07)  is  entirely  independent 
of  State  supervision  or  control.  The  balance  of  the  revenue, 
except  certain  license  fees  which  the  mimicipalities  divide  with  the 
State,  is  under  direct  supervision  or  control  by  State  authorities. 

The  requirements  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  for  local  revenue 
appear  to  be  about  th^  only  determining  factor  in  the  fixing  of 
assessed  valuations,  and  that  is  noticeable  only  when  the  local  tax 
rate  is  comparatively  high.  Up  to  a  certain  point  it  is  much  more 
convenient  to  increase  the  revenue  by  raising  the  rate  than  by  re- 
valuation. The  rate  may  be  increased  simply  by  passing  a  vote,  but 
an  effective  revaluation  can  be  accomplished  only  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  considerable  energy  and  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment  by 
experienced  officials.  It  is  to  be  expected,  in  the  absence  of  State 
supervision,  that  the  easier  method  will  be  employed  generally.  The 
question  here  discussed  is  not  one  of  increasing  or  decreasing  the 
State  revenue,  but  of  equalization — of  justice  in  the  distribution  of 
the  State  tax  between  the  municipalities.  Local  valuations  therefore 
are  a  matter  of  serious  concern  for  the  State,  entirely  apart  from 
any  local  consideration.  So  far  as  the  municipality  itself  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  of  no  great  consequence  whether  the  assessed  valua- 
tions are  on  a  basis  of  100  per  cent,  or  less,  provided  of  course, 
that  the  valuations  are  accurate.  It  cannot  be  denied,  however, 
that  there  is  something  attractive  to  taxpayers  generally  in  a 
low  valuation,  and  as  a  rule  they  seem  to  prefer  to  increase  their 
revenue  when  necessary  by  increasing  the  rate,  unless  it  is  com- 
paratively high,  rather  than  the  valuation,  even  if  that  is  quite  low. 
With  a  proper  assessment,  a  percentage  of  the  full  value  may  be 
used  under  certain  conditions  to  advantage  and  Avith  justice, 
but  under  the  conditions  existing  in  those  taxing  jurisdictions 
which  undervalue  their  property,   revaluations  do  not  occur  at 
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sufficiently  frequent  intervals  and  are  not  systematic  enough  to 
avoid  the  imposition  of  an  excessive  tax  on  the  small  property  holder. 
This  condition  of  affairs  seems  necessarily  to  follow  undervaluation 
where  practiced  in  this  State.  If  the  tax  is  to  be  assessed  upon  a 
percentage  of  the  full  value  the  property  should  be  listed  at  its 
fuU  value,  and  the  percentage  to  be  assessed  determined  by  some 
authority  other  than  the  assessors.  The  increase  in  valuation  of  total 
property  assessed  for  the  several  cities  and  towns  is  approximately 
$41,500,000.00. 

Justice  demands  that  every  municipality  should  be  valued  upon 
the  same  basis  for  purposes  of  State  taxation.  The  law  regulating 
local  exemptions,  which  is  peculiar  in  that  it  allows  a  municipality 
to  exempt  from  State  as  well  as  local  taxation,  introduces  another 
element  of  irregularity  which  should  be  removed.  In  this  regard, 
the  Board  respectfully  calls  attention  to  the  treatment  of  the  sub- 
ject in  its  last  report — pages  40  and  41.  The  importance  of  this 
matter  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  valuation  of  exempt  property 
has  increased  from  eleven  and  one-quarter  millions  in  1875  to  more 
than  sixty  millions  in  1913. 

The  total  revenue  derived  by  the  several  cities  and  towns  from 
property  taxes  is  approximately  eight  and  one-half  millions, 
78  per  cent,  of  which  is  derived  from  the  tax  on  land  and  buildings. 
No  further  argument  should  be  necessary  to  determine  the 
importance  of  an  accurate  valuation  of  real  estate  for  taxation. 

True  Consideration  in  Deeds. 

It  is  popularly  supposed  that  the  valuation  of  real  estate  is  the 
easiest  and  simplest  duty  of  the  assessors,  but  this  is  far  from  the 
truth.  The  valuation  of  real  estate  is  the  most  diflScult  of  all  the 
classes  of  property  listed.  The  returns  from  stocks  and  bonds  and 
their  market  price  is  easily  ascertained.  The  prices  of  various  kinds 
of  merchandise  may  usually  be  had  upon  inquiry',  but  the  returns 
from  real  estate  are  seldom  known,  except  approximately,  and  the 
selling  price  is  practically  unknown. 
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practically  no  assistance  is  to  continue,  it  certainly  appears  to  be  the 
part  of  wisdom  to  make  their  work  as  easy,  and  the  conditions  under 
which  it  is  performed  as  advantageous  as  possible,  so  far  as  may  be 
accompUshed  by  legislative  action. 

So  far  as  the  Board  is  aware,  no  state  has  enacted  such  legisla- 
tion, but  it  is  apparent  that  a  law  requiring  the  naming  of  the  real 
consideration  in  the  instrument  of  transfer  would,  within  a  few 
years,  enable  local  assessors  to  fix  the  values  on  real  estate  with 
an  accuracy,  never  before  approached  in  this  State. 

Local  Assessors. 

Local  assessors  have,  as  a  rule,  under  the  operation  of  the  Tax 
Act  of  1912,  made  a  systematic  and  conscientious  effort  to  better 
local  assessments,  and  a  very  considerable  improvement  is  notice- 
able in  some  places,  both  in  the  increase  in,  and  equalization  of,  valua- 
fions.  In  many  instances  the  assessors  are  operating  under  difficult- 
ies of  no  mean  proportions.  The  absence  of  assessment  maps,  in- 
adequate provision  for  clerical  assistance,  and  the  meagre  pay 
or  the  assessors  themselves,  making  their  services  practically  gratuit- 
ous, preclude  the  possibility  of  anything  but  a  perfunctory  listing  of 
property  in  some  cases. 

The  lack  of  proper  compensation  is  a  fault  of  long  standing.  The 
report  of  the  Board  of  State  Valuation  made  to  the  General  Assembly 
at  its  January  Session,  A.  D.  1874,  says  in  regard  to  the  matter: 
'*The  principle  reason  for  this  irregular  valuation  is,  that  the  small 
compensation  allowed  the  assessors  for  their  services  does  not  allow 
them  to  devote  enough  time  to  their  work  so  that  they  could  be 
enabled  to  make  any  thorough  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  value  of 
property,  nor  to  perfect  their  manner  of  doing  their  work." 

The  importance  of  the  duties  of  the  local  assessor  is  seldom  under- 
stood. The  fact  that  he  is  to  administer  a  function  of  government  in 
which  the  state  as  well  as  the  mmiicipality  is  seriously  concerned,  and 
that  upon  his  proficiency,  energy  and  integrity  largely  depends  the 
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assessment  can  be  complete  without  a  plat,  and  the  state  has  an 
excellent  starting  point  in  the  plats  of  the  counties  made  by  the 
State  Geological  Survey." 

Maryland  has  slight,  if  any,  advantage  over  Rhode  Island  in 
this  r^ard,  as  the  maps  of  the  topographical  survey  of  the  U.  S. 
Geological  Survey  may  be  easily  and  economically  enlarged  to  form 
the  basis  of  a  tax  map.  This  method  of  providing  towns  with  tax 
maps  has  been  developed  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Heydecker,  Assistant  Tax 
Commissioner  of  New  York  City,  and  has  been  successfully  used  both 
in  New  York  and  Connecticut. 

Assessment  rolls  are,  under  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  furnished  to 
all  cities  and  towns.  Field  books  and  tax  maps  should  be  required 
to  be  furnished  by  all  cities  and  towns  to  the  boards  of  assessors,  and 
they  should  be  obliged  by  law  to  keep  both  up  to  date.  The  ex- 
pense of  providing  these  necessary  implements  is  not  great,  and  so 
decided  is  the  advantage  in  their  use  that  if  there  is  objection  by  the 
municipalities  because  of  the  expense  they  should  be  furnished  by  the 
State. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  either  the  methods  employed,  or 
public  opinion  in  a  municipality  which  has  for  years  systematically 
undervalued  its  property,  will  change  automatically.  It  is  also  prob- 
ably too  much  to  expect  that  a  municipality  will  voluntarily  increase 
its  appropriation  for  clerical  assistance,  and  the  pay  of  its  assessors, 
and  provide  tax  maps  without  State  aid. 

Local  Tax  Rates  and  Local  Revenue. 

The  considerable  increases  in  the  assessed  valuations  which  have 
occurred  in  practically  all  of  the  cities  and  towns,  only  seven  of  which 
show  a  falling  off  for  1913,  and  in  two  of  these  the  decrease  being 
due  to  temporary  and  unusual  local  conditions,  would  have  allowed 
a  general  decrease  in  tax  rates  if  the  municipalities  had  been  content 
with  the  same  revenue  as  in  1911  or  1912.  In  most  cases,  however, 
the  rates  remain  the  same  and  the  local  revenues  therefore  show  a 
substantial  increase. 
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Seven  municipalities  show  a  decrease  in  total  property  assessed, 
but  the  decreases  are  small.  The  decreases  in  two  of  the  muni- 
cipalities are  accounted  for  by  unusual  local  conditions,  which  are 
not  permanent.  Two  others,  however,  show  a  steady  decline  for 
the  period  1874  to  1911.  The  percentage  of  assessed  to  real  valua- 
tion in  these  cases  is  low,  but  probably  not  lower  than  it  has  been  for 
the  last  thiry-eight  years. 

The  percentage  of  the  total  tax  derived  from  land  shows  a  decrease 
in  twenty-one  municipalities,  and  in  eight  of  these  the  percentage  of 
the  total  tax  derived  from  buildings  also  shows  a  decrease.  Five 
others  show  a  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  the  total  tax  derived  from 
buildings. 

Tangible  Personal  Property. 

The  net  increase  in  the  local  valuation  of  tangible  personalty  for 
the  year  is  $5,641,745.00*  and  would  under  the  circumstances,  if 
properly  distributed,  represent  a  satisfactory  increase.  Experience 
indicates  that  whenever,  under  the  operation  of  a  new  provision  of 
law^  valuations  are  considerably  increased  or  large  amounts  of 
property  are  placed  upon  the  tax  lists  there  is  apt  to  be  a  falling  off 
at  the  second  assessment.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  law  is  better  understood  by  the  taxpayer,  and  he  adjusts  him- 
self to  the  new  conditions  by  reducing  his  property  liable  to  taxa- 
tion under  the  new  system  to  a  minimum,  whereas  in  the  first  in- 
stance it  would  generally  be  normal,  also  if  he  is  over-taxed  he 
promptly  takes  steps  to  have  the  assessment  reduced.  The  local 
assessors  are  probably  less  active  the  second  year,  as  it  is  natural  for 
them  to  assume  that  having  listed  all  of  any  particular  class  of 
property  that  they  could  discover  the  first  year  there  is  little,  if  any, 
more  to  reward  their  search.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  or 
all  of  these  reasons  were  undoubtedly  operative  in  the  cases  of  those 
municipalities  which  show  a  decrease  in  the  assessed  valuation  of 
tangible  personalty,  and    probably  tended  to  reduce  the  rate  of 

aiui  West  Warwick  not  included. 
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the  exception  of  Providence  which  gain  over  $200,000.00  and 
less  than  $300,000.00,  and  four  which  gain  over  $40,000.00  and  less 
than  $90,000.00.  The  total  gains,  excepting  Barrington,  Pawtucket 
and  Providence,  amount  to  but  $492,522.  While  this  small  in- 
crease is  due  in  part  to  some  of  the  causes  which  tended  to  produce  an 
apparent  loss  in  eleven  of  the  towns  showing  a  falling  off  in  tangible 
personalty,  it  is  quite  evident  that  this  class  of  property  is  not 
fully  assessed,  or  much  of  it  is  escaping  entirely  in  certain  places. 
This  conclusion  is  borne  out  by  a  comparison  of  the  amounts  listed 
by  the  various  cities  and  towns.. 

Intangibles.* 

The  operation  of  the  provision  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  which 
fixed  a  flat  rate  on  intan^bles  of  40  cents  for  each  $100  of  valuation 
has  been  followed  with  more  interest  by  the  general  public  than  any 
other  provision  of  the  law,  and  this  feature  of  the  law  is  still  misunder- 
stood by  many.  The  amount  of  intangibles  returned  in  some  cases 
is  so  small  that  it  is  unaccountable  except  on  the  supposition  that 
there  has  been  little  desire  and  less  effort  to  list  them. 

Fourteen  cities  and  towns  show  a  falling  oflf  in  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  intangibles,  amounting  to  $712,643.  In  one  tovm.  more  than 
$300,000.00  in  intangibles  was  removed  from  the  list  because  of  the 
settlement  of  estates  and  removals  from  the  jurisdiction,  but  additions 
were  made  which  decreased  the  net  loss  to  approximately  $90,000.00. 
In  at  least  two  other  municipalities  intangibles  have  been  taxed  to 
corporations  contrary  to  law,  and  these  amounts  increased  the 
listing  of  intangibles  in  1912  unduly  and  their  removal  from  the  lists 
has  reduced  the  amount  of  intangibles  taxed  in  1913  in  these  muni- 
cipalities by  more  than  $500,000.00. 

The  average  decrease  for  the  fourteen  towns  showing  a  loss  is 
$50,903.00  and  the  average  increase  for  those  showing  a  gain,  exclusive 
of  Providence  and  Newport,  is  $109,813.00.  Including  Providence 
and  Newport  the  average  gain  is  approximately  $1,000,000.00.     One 

*Wanrick  and  West  W^arwiok  not  included. 
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town  returns  exactly  the  same  amount  as  last  year,  and  one  shows 
a  decrease  of  $30.00.  The  average  gain  for  all  cities  and  towns  is 
approximately  $501,891.00.  The  total  net  gain  was  $18,569,992.00. 
The  greatest  gain  was  in  the  city  of  Newport,  which  added 
$9,764,300.00  to  the  intangible  list.  This  was.  due  to  a  systematic 
revaluation  for  which  the  assessors  should  be  highly  commended. 
The  direct  and  immediate  result  of  this  revaluation  was  a  decrease 
of  80  cents  in  the  tax  rate,  an  increase  in  local  revenue  and  the  most 
equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  burden  attained  within  many  years. 
No  better  illustration  can  be  furnished  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  energy  and  good  judgment  on  the  part  of  local  assessors. 

Providence  shows  the  next  largest  gain  of  $7,322,060.00,  bring- 
ing the  total  valuation  of  intangibles  listed  in  that  city  up  to  $68,- 
690,980.00,  which  exceeds  the  total  assessed  valuation  of  all  classes  of 
personal  property  in  1910  by  more  than  $80,000.00. 

Some  idea  of  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  intangibles  listed  is 
obtained  from  the  returns  of  Harrington,  Narragansett,  Newport, 
Providence  and  Westerly,  all  of  which  show  more  intangibles  listed 
in  1913  than  personalty  of  all  classes  in  1910. 

The  total  intangible  personalty  listed  locally  in  1913  is  $115,228,- 
864.00,*  which  is  but  $15,978,669.00  less  than  the  local  valuation  of 
all  classes  of  personal  property  in  1910.  The  total  personalty  of  all 
classes  listed  in  1913  is  $217,919,309.00,  giving  an  increase  of  $86,- 
711,776.00  over  1910.  The  significance  of  these  increases  is  illus- 
trated by  the  fact  that  the  total  increase  in  valuation  of  all  classes 
of  personalty  from  1874  to  1911  was  but  $44,728,069.00,  or  in  other 
words,  the  increase  in  assessed  valuation  of  personal  property  has 
been  practically  twice  as  great  within  the  last  three  years  as  it 
was  in  the  thirty-seven  years  preceding  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of 
1912.  Making  every  reasonable  allowance  for  increase  in  population, 
growth  of  business  and  the  natural  increase  in  values  due  to  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  State,  the  large  increase  in  personalty  listed 
for  taxation  cannot  be  accounted  for  without  acknowledging  im- 
provements in  the  methods  employed. 

*  Inoludins  Warwick  for  1912. 
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Criticism  is  still  heard  of  the  low  flat  rate  on  intangibles,  but  it  is 
not  only  less  in  amount,  but  also  in  vigor.  Undoubtedly  isolated 
cases  can  be  cited,  which  if  used  as  the  basis  of  judgment  would  cause 
the  system  to  be  condemned.  On  the  other  hand,  much  commenda- 
tion is  given  by  those  well  qualified  to  judge,  both  from  practical 
experience  as  assessors,  and  as  students  of  the  theoretical  side  of  the 
question.  It  is  manifestly  unfair  to  base  a  criticism  of  any  system 
of  taxation  upon  single  or  unusual  cases.  Probably  no  system  will 
ever  be  devised  which  will  respond  favorably  to  such  a  test.  It 
should  be  considered  as  a  whole  and  compared  with  what  preceded  it. 

Considering  the  entire  state,  the  amoimt  of  intangibles  assessed  has 
greatly  increased.  Exactly  how  much  cannot  be  determined,  as  no 
local  records  were  kept  prior  to  1912  separating  the  different  classes  of 
personalty,  but  assuming  that  one-half  the  total  personal  property 
valuation  of  1911  was  represented  by  intangibles,  which  is  allowing 
20  per  cent,  more  than  the  highest  estimate  given  before  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  appointed,  in  1910,  and  is  certainly  excessive,  the 
returns  for  1913  show  an  increase  of  more  than  $55,000,000.00  for  the 
two  years,  which  must  be  acknowledged  is  a  very  substantial  gain  and 
satisfactory  from  the  local  standpoint.  The  local  valuation  of 
intangibles,  together  with  savings  and  participation  accounts  and 
reserve  funds,  the  corporate  excess  of  manufacturing,  mercan- 
tile, and  miscellaneous  corporations,  the  stock  of  banks  and  trust 
companies,  and  the  securities  of  public  service  corporations  obtained 
by  capitalizing  their  gross  receipts  tax  on  a  basis  of  $4  per  $1,000.00, 
gives  the  total  amount  of  intangibles  paying  taxes  in  this  State  as 
more  than  $460,000,000.00,  an  amount  which  was  never  even  ap- 
proached before  the  enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  which 
exceeds  the  total  local  valuation  of  the  state  for  1904  by  more  than 
$16,000,000.  Not  only  has  the  amoimt  of  intangibles  greatly  in- 
creased, but  also  the  amount  of  taxes  paid,  notwithstanding  the  flat 
Tate  of  $4  per  $1,000.00.  The  net  increase  in  total  revenue  paid  on 
account  of  intangibles,  while  not  positively  determinable,  is  not 
less  than  three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars,  and  is  in  all  probability 
much  more. 
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Manufacturing,   Mercantile  and    Miscellaneous    Corpora- 
tions. 

The  total  tax  assessed  under  Sections  9  to  20,  inclusive  of  the  Tax 
Act  of  1912,  was  $552,737.76,  showing  an  increase  over  1912  of 
$10,036.54.  The  number  of  corporations  filing  returns  with  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  was  154  less  than  in  1912,  and  the 
number  liable  to  a  tax  was  147  greater.  The  number  actually  assessed 
was  106  greater  in  1913  than  in  1912.  The  falling  off  in  the  number 
of  returns  filed  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  many  corporations  not 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  filed  returns  in  1912  as  a 
matter  of  precaution. 

The  244  corporations  liable  to  a  tax,  but  paying  none,  are  cor- 
porations which  because  of  the  nature  of  their  business  have  no 
corporate  excess,  such  as  real  estate  corporations  in  which  the  value 
of  their  stock  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the  value  of  their  real 
estate,  insolvent  corporations  and  others  in  which  the  assessed  value 
of  their  physical  property  equals  or  exceeds  the  fair  cash  value  of 
their  stock,  bonds  and  indebtedness  incurred  for  the  acquisition  of 
tangible  property. 

The  returns  filed  show  an  apparent  increase  of  $312,356,278  in 
the  aggregate  authorized  capitalization,  $291,604,584  in  the  par 
value  of  capital  stock  issued,  and  $400,940,221.80  in  the  aggregate 
appraised  value  of  capital  stock  issued  of  corporations  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  increases  as  shown  are  not  significant ; 
they  are  almost  wholly  due  to  the  more  correct  and  complete 
returns  filed  in  1913.  The  apparent  falling  ofif  of  $1,723,370.95  in 
the  total  corporate  value  assessed  in  Rhode  Island  is  accounted  for 
in  the  same  manner. 

The  increase  of  $3,449,805.79  in  corporate  excess  taxable  is  to  a 
considerable  extent  due  to  more  accurate  returns,  but  it  indicates 
also  an  actual  increase  in  intangible  values.  The  local  assessed 
valuation  of  real  estate  shows  an  increase  of  $1,110,089.23,  and 
tangible  personalty  of  $13,444,147.71,  giving  a  total  increase  in  the 


REPORT   OF   BOARD   OP  TAX  COMMISSIONERS.  19 

locally  assessed  valuation  of  the  physical  property  of  corporations 
liable  to  taxation  under  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  of  $14,554,236.94. 

A  part  of  this  increase  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  natural  growth 
and  expansion  of  the  industries,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
it  is  accounted  for  by  the  improvement  in  local  assessments.  The 
separate  valuation  of  land,  buildings  and  improvements,  and  the 
tangible  personal  property  of  corporations  as  required  by  the  Tax 
Act  of  1912  has  necessitated  the  revaluation  of  all  manufacturing 
property  in  the  State,  and  while  some  of  these  revaluations  leave 
considerable  to  be  desired,  they  are  a  great  improvement  over  those 
of  1911  and  are  probably  the  best  returned,  at  least,  within  the  last 
twenty  years. 

The  tax  derived  from  this  source  is  very  satisfactory,  and  not- 
withstanding the  large  increase  in  the  local  valuation  of  the  physical 
property  of  corporations  which  is  deducted  from  the  total  corporate 
value  in  determining  the  corporate  excess  taxable,  a  substantial  in- 
crease is  shown.  The  determination  of  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  cor- 
porate securities  involved  presents  the  most  serious  difficulty  in  this, 
as  in  any  system  of  ad  valorem  taxation.  This  difficulty  has  been 
lessened  to  a  considerable  extent  by  requiring  a  much  more  detailed 
return  from  the  corporations  than  was  called  for  in  1912,  and  the 
experience  gained  by  the  Board  in  assessing  the  tax  last  year  has  been 
of  great  a.ssistance.  The  willingness  of  the  corporations  themselves 
to  furnish  all  proper  information  desired  promptly  and  accurately 
has  assisted  materially  in  the  determination  of  values  and  the  assess- 
ment of  the  tax. 

The  returns  are  required  to  be  filed  on  or  before  March  1st,  but  it 
]»  impossible  for  some  to  comply,  therefore  numerous  extensions 
var>'ing  from  tw^o  to  thirty  days  are  granted.  The  corporations 
must  be  notified  by  the  Board  on  or  before  May  1st  of  the  value 
placed  upon  their  securities.  In  addition  to  the  detail  work  incident 
to  handling  more  than  eighteen  hundred  returns  and  the  correspond- 
ence involved,  the  stock,  bonds  and  indebtedness  incurred  for  the 
acquisition  of  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property,  amounting 
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to  more  than  thirteen  hundred  millions;  must  be  appraised  within 
sixty  days.  The  difficulties  incident  to  the  appraisal  of  such  a  large 
amoimt  of  property  are  apparent  under  any  circumstances,  but  when 
it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the  information  upon  which  the 
appraisal  must  be  based  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  not  more  than 
sixty  days,  some  idea  of  the  arduous  character  of  this  duty  is 
obtained,  and  the  necessity  for  a  competent  and  well  trained  clerical 
force  is  apparent.  While  the  diflSculties  of  this  appraisal  must  be 
acknowledged  to  be  great,  they  have  not  been  found,  even  at 
present,  insurmountable,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  as 
the  comparative  records  and  tables  become  more  complete  and  hence 
more  reliable,  the  work  will  be  much  facilitated. 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

All  classes  of  public  service  corporations  taxed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  show  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  tax 
assessed,  the  total  increase  amounting  to  $12,705.43. 

The  total  number  of  these  corporations  filing  returns  is  three  less 
than  in  1912.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  under  the  head- 
ing "Steam  and  Electric  Railroads"  three  corporations  making 
separate  returns  in  1912  are  now  returned  as  parts  of  other  corpora- 
tions. One  steamboat  company,  returning  in  1912,  was  not  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  does  not  return  in  1913,  and  one 
telephone  company  returned  in  1913  which  did  not  return  in  1912, 
thus  indicating  a  net  loss  of  three.  The  number  liable  to  a  tax,  and 
the  number  paying  a  tax  remains  the  same  as  in  1912. 

The  total  amount  of  tax  assessed  on  gross  earnings  was  $213,281.87* 
and  the  total  gross  earnings  so  taxed  was  $19,301,130.91,  showing  an 
increase  of  $12,705.43  in  the  tax  assessed  and  an  increase  of  $1,100,- 
255.96  in  gross  earnings.  Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  increase 
was  from  telephone,  cable  and  telegraph  companies,  and  gas,  water, 
electric  light,  heat  and  power  companies. 

For  amountfl  paid  by  the  difTerent  classes  of  public  service  corporations,  see  Table  IIT. 
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Such  minor  difficulties  as  were  encountered  in  the  administration 
of  the  law  relative  to  the  taxation  of  public  service  corporations  in 
1912  have  been  overcome  and  no  new  ones  have  developed.  The 
returns  required  do  not  seem  to  be  difficult  for  the  corporations  to 
comply  with,  and  the  administration  of  the  law  is  comparatively 
easy. 

Bank  Shares. 

The  returns  filed  by  the  banks  and  trust  companies  show  sub- 
stantially the  same  condition  as  in  1912.  The  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  returns  filed  and  banks  assessed  is  apparent  rather  than 
real-  In  1912  several  institutions  not  required  by  law  to  do  so  re- 
turned as  a  matter  of  precaution;  also  others  in  liquidation,  or  which 
were  being  absorbed,  do  not  appear  this  year,  thiLS  reducing  the 
number  of  returns  filed  from  51  in  1912  to  45  in  1913.  The  number 
liable  to  a  tax  in  1912  was  47  and  in  1913  was  45.  The  number 
actually  assessed  was  45  in  1912  and  40  in  1913. 

The  total  amount  assessed  in  1912  against  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies was  $70,878.85.  Of  this  amount  JlOl  was  returned  by 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  because  of  the  failure  of  a  bank 
to  claim  a  deduction  for  its  United  States  bonds,  thus  reducing  the 
amount  to  be  collected  by  the  General  Treasurer  to  $70,777.85. 

One  bank  paying  a  tax  of  $30  in  1912  completed  during  the  year 
its  consolidation  and  another  paying  a  tax  of  $13.40  in  1912  shows 
no  corporate  excess  for  1913.  The  difference  between  the  assess- 
ments of  1912  ($70,878.85)  and  1913  ($70,730.05)  is  thus  accounted 
for.  A  considerable  loss  ($1,187.87)  occurs  because  of  the  necessity 
of  taking  the  exact  cent  in  computing  the  tax  on  shares.  The  tax 
per  share  is  seldom  an  even  amount,  thus  causing  the  loss  of  a  frac- 
tion of  a  cent  per  share.  This  loss,  while  very  small  as  applied  to 
one  share,  when  applied  to  the  total  number  (180,414J^)  becomes  a 
substantial  amount. 

Twenty-nine   banks  and  trust  companies  whose  dividends  are 
known  give   the  following  results: 
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Par  value  of  stock  outstanding $14,065,350.00 

Dividends  paid 1,283,466.50 

Tax  assessed 69,142.55 

indicating  that  the  tax  amounts  to  approximately  one-half  of  one 
per  cent,  on  the  par  value  of  the  stock  taxed,  or  one-quarter  of  one 
per  cent,  on  its  market  value.  The  tax  is  also  approximately  5.4  per 
cent,  of  the  dividends. 

The  tax  assessed  against  banks  and  trust  companies  should  not , 
under  ordinary  conditions,  vary  materially  from  year  to  year.  The 
values  of  bank  stocks  are  usually  stable,  and  while  subject  to  some 
fluctuations  they  are  not,  as  a  rule,  violent.  The  number  of  shares 
changing  hands  during  the  year  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  number 
outstanding,  and  in  most  cases  a  majority  of  the  stock  is  closely  held 
and  does  not  appear  on  the  market.  The  holdings  of  real  estate, 
United  States  bonds  and  State  bonds  do  not  change  rapidly,  and 
these  conditions  tend  to  maintain  the  tax  at  practically  a  fixed 
amount. 

The  total  authorized  capitalization  of  banks  and  trust  companies 
paying  a  tax  is  $15,655,000.00  and  the  appraised  value  $30,320,785.00. 
The  appraised  value  of  real  estate.  United  States  bonds  and  State 
bonds  is  $9,568,215.10.  The  total  number  of  shares  assessed  was 
180,414J/2  s-i^d  the  number  of  shares  exempt  was  21,738J'2-  The 
total  value  taxed  was  $17,682,612.50  and  the  amount  of  tax  certified 
to  the  General  Treasurer  for  collection  was  $70,730.05. 

No  serious  difficulties  have  developed  in  the  administration  of 
the  law  relative  to  the  taxation  of  bank  shares.  The  tax  seems  to 
be  stable  and  not  burdensome.  The  tax  is  very  moderate  consider- 
ing the  amount  involved,  being  less  than  34  of  1  per  cent,  of  the 
appraised  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  banks  and  trust  companies 
paying  the  tax. 

Inheritance  Tax. 

On  April  1st,  1913,  the  following  resolution  was  received  by  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners: — 
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State  of  Rhode  Island. 

In  General  Absebibly,  January  Session,  A.  D.  1913. 

Joint  Resolution  Commending  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  the  consideration 

of  the  subject  of  a  Collateral  Inheritance  Tax. 

Whereas,  the  need  of  further  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  State  is  apparent, 
therefore, 

Resolved  that  the  subject  of  a  State  Collateral  Inheritance  Tax  be  commended 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  and  said  Board  requested, 
if  it  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  prepare  an  Act  providing  for  such  a  tax  and  report 
the  same  to  the  General  Assembly. 

The  resolution  bore  indorsements  showing  that  it  was  introduced 
in  the  Senate,  March  18th,  by  Senator  Edwin  C.  Pierce,  of  Cranston, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  and  on  April  1st  upon 
the  recommendation  of  said  committee  was  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  respectfully  begs  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to  the  first  report  of  the  Joint 
Spjecial  Committee  on  the  Taxation  Laws  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  to  the  General  Assembly  at  its  January  Session,  A.  D.  1910, 
pages  24  to  34,  inclusive,  and  pages  177  to  181,  inclusive,  and  also  to 
the  report  of  the  Rhode  Island  delegation  to  the  Fourth  International 
Conference  on  State  and  Local  Taxation  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
in  1910,  incorporated  in  the  second  report  of  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Taxation  Laws  made  to  the  General  Assembly  February  1st, 
1911. 

These  reports  were  the  result  of  a  careful  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject of  a  collateral  inheritance  tax  by  the  Joint  Special  Committee. 
Conditions  have  not  changed  materially  since  the  report  was  sub- 
mitted. Illinois  and  Nevada  have  enacted  (1913)  inheritance  tax 
laws,  Kansas  repealed  the  inheritance  tax  law  enacted  in  1909 — 
shortly  before  the  report  was  published — in  1913,  and  several  states 
amended  their  inheritance  tax  laws  along  the  lines  suggested  in  the 
model  inheritance  tax  law  above  referred  to.  Further  research 
and  study  b3'  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  would,  in  effect, 
amount  to  but  an  amplification  of  the  comparative  statistics  given 
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in  the  report  by  bringing  the  tables  up  to  date,  and  a  rewriting  of 
the  text  and  citation  of  practically  the  same  authorities.  The  act 
proposed  by  the  Joint  Special  Committee  (pages  177  to  181)  and  the 
model  inheritance  tax  law  recommended  bv  the  International  Tax 
Association  were  intended  to  provide  a  basis  upon  which  such  legis- 
lation as  the  General  Assembly  should  see  fit  to  enact  could  be  formu- 
lated, and  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  information  will 
provide  as  suitable  a  starting  point  for  such  legislation  at  this  time  as 
a  more  elaborate  and  complicated  draft. 

Insurance  Companies. 

The  tax  received  from  insurance  companies  of  all  classes  in  1912 
was  $231,712.71,  a  decrease  of  $99,245.00  from  the  amount  paid  in 

1911.  This  decrease  was  due  principally  to  the  reduction  in  the 
rate  of  taxation  from  two  to  one  per  cent,  on  the  gross  premiums 
of  mutual  companies.  The  amounts  paid  by  all  classes  of  insur- 
ance companies  for  1913  show  a  decrease  from  the  payments  of  1912 
of  $37,184.22.  Of  this  decrease  $27,581.25  is  in  the  payments  of 
mutual  companies  and  the  balance — $9,602.97 — in  the  pajonents  of 
stock  companies.  The  continued  falling  off  in  receipts  from  insurance 
companies  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  amendment  to  the  law  relative 
to  the  taxation  of  insurance  companies  embodied  in  the  Tax  Act  of 

1912.  The  full  effect  of  the  change  in  rate  should  have  appeared  in 
the  reduction  in  the  payments  made  in  1912.  .  Chapter  769,  Section 
35,  which  fixes  the  rate  of  taxation  on  mutual  insurance  companies  at 
one  per  cent,  of  the  premiums  received,  also  stipulates  that  this 
rate  shall  be  charged  on  the  premiums  *'on  property  and  upon  the 
lives  of  individuals  insured  in  such  company  in  any  other  state  on 
which  such  company  has  not  paid  and  is  not  liable  to  pay  a  tax  to 
such  other  state." 

In  consequence  of  this  provision  of  law  Rhode  Island  has  been 
receiving  a  considerable  amount  in  taxes  on  foreign  business  which 
was  not  taxed  by  the  State  in  which  the  risk  was  located.  As  these 
states,  which  did  not  tax  the  mutual  companies  for  one  reason  or 
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another,  begin  to  tax  them  the  taxes  paid  to  this  State  will  become 
less,  until  eventually  the  amoimt  received  by  Rhode  Island  may 
represent  only  one  per  cent,  of  the  premiums  received  upon  risks 
located  within  the  State. 

The  present  decrease  of  $27,581.25  in  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by 
mutual  insurance  companies  is  in  no  way  attributable  to  the  amend-^ 
ment  of  the  law,  but  to  a  change  in  the  method  of  conducting  their 
business  by  the  companies  themselves.  The  decrease  of  $9,602.97  in 
the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  the  stock  companies  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  several  companies  are  in  litigation  over  the  payment  of  their 
taxes.  The  amount  involved  is  slightly  in  excess  of  fourteen  thousand 
dollars.  If  these  cases  are  decided  in  favor  of  the  State  the  amount 
due  from  stock  companies  will  show  an  increase  over  1912  of  approx- 
imately three  thousand  dollars,  which  would  represent  the  normal 
increase. 

Savings  Dbposfts  and  Participation  Accounts. 

The  tax  paid  on  savings  deposits  and  participation  accounts 
and  reserve  funds — $551,850.99 — shows  a  very  substantial  increase 
for  the  year,  the  largest  with  one  exception  since  the  present  rate 
was  established  in  1893. 

The  increase  in  the  tax  paid  on  savings  accoimts  and  reserve  funds 
is  $14,187.79,  and  on  participation  accounts  in  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies $16,946.32,  giving  a  total  increase  in  State  revenue  from  these 
sources  of  $31,134.11,  which  represents  an  addition  of  $7,782,527.50 
to  these  classes  of  deposits  and  reserve  fimds  over  1912. 

The  State  revenue  from  this  source  is  subject  to  somewhat  violent 
9uctuatioiis,  falling  off  from  1893  to  1896,  then  increasing  steadily 
until  the  maximum  increase — $35,739.75 — is  shown  in  1907.  In  the 
following  year,,  however,  a  decrease  of  $41,194.35  is  recorded.  This 
decrease  was  not  overcome  until  1911.  The  year  1912  shows  an 
increase  of  $18,700.20  over  1911,  and  1913  an  increase  of  $31,134.11 
over  1912. 
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The  withdrawals  from  savings  and  participation  accounts  as 
evidenced  by  the  decrease  in  revenue  during  the  periods  referred  to 
are  readily  accounted  for  by  business  conditions  during  these  years. 
The  increases  do  not  lend  themselves  so  readily  to  analysis^  but  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  exemption  from  local  taxation  of 
savings  and  participation  accounts  has  had  a  considerable  influence. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  depositors  in  savings  banks  of  4,086 
and  of  savings  accounts  in  trust  companies  of  4,381 ,  giving  a  total 
increase  in  depositors  of  8,467,*  tends  to  substantiate  this  conclusion. 

The  total  amount  of  savings  and  participation  accounts  and 
reserve  funds  taxed  by  the  State  in  1913  was  $137,963,747.50,  which 
exceeds  the  total  local  valuation  of  personal  property  of  all  classes 
in  1911  by  more  than  four  million  dollars  and  is  but  $221,824.00  less 
than  the  taxable  corporate  excess  of  manufacturing,  mercantile  and 
miscellaneous  corporations.  There  are  but  three  municipalities  in 
the  State — ^Providence,  Pawtucket  and  Newport — ^which  collect 
local  revenues  in  excess  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  State  on  these 
accounts. 

There  are  but  two  items  of  State  revenue  which  exceed  that  received 
from  savings  and  participation  accounts — ^the  direct  State  tax  and 
the  corporate  excess  tax.  It  appears  to  the  Board  that  this  class  of 
property  is  contributing  its  full  share  of  taxes  and  under  conditions 
which  stimulate  saving,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  large  increase  in  the 
amount  of  deposits  and  the  number  of  depositors. 

There  is,  however,  a  serious  defect  in  the  law  taxing  savings  and 
participation  accounts,  in  that  the  law  does  not  apply  to  certificates 
of  deposit.  There  appears  to  be  no  reason  for  this  exception  and  the 
defect  may  be  remedied  by  simply  inserting  the  words  "on  certifi- 
cates of  deposit"  in  Section  4,  Chapter  39  of  the  General  Laws,  so 
that  the  section  as  amended  will  read: 

"Sec.  4.  Every  bank  and  trust  company  shall  pay  annually  to 
the  General  Treasurer  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars 
deposited  therewith  on  certificates  of  depositj  on  participation  or  in 

^Report  of  Bank  Commlasionar.  1913. 
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the  same  maimer  as  in  savings  banks,  said  sums  to  be  ascertained 
from  a  report  to  be  made  by  such  bank  or  trust  company  to  the  bank 
commissioner  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  of  each  and  every 
year  of  the  total  amount  of  such  deposits  in  such  bank  or  trust  com- 
pany on  the  last  business  day  in  June  in  said  year,  and  to  be  paid  on 
or  before  the  first  Monday  in  August. " 

Forest  Taxation. 

The  Board  respectfully  calls  attention  to  an  Act  (Senate  No.  138) 
introduced  in  the  last  General  Assembly  and  passed  by  the  honor- 
able Senate  relative  to  the  taxation  of  growing  timber  and  forest 
lands.  This  Act  is  worthy  of  the  serious  consideration  of  your 
Excellency  and  the  legislature.  It  seems  to  the  Board  to  be  merito- 
rious and  to  contain  principles  the  enactment  of  which  into  law 
would  encourage  forestry  by  making  certain  and  advantageous  the 
conditions  under  which  the  business  is  carried  on,  at  least  so  far  as 
taxation  is  concerned,  and  that  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  those 
towns  which  have  forest  land  or  waste  lands  suitable  for  forestration. 

Tax  Conferences. 

Under  appointment  as  delegates  by  your  Excellency  the  members 
of  the  Board  attended  the  Seventh  Annual  Conference  on  State  and 
Local  Taxation  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Tax  Associa- 
tion at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  23-26,  inclusive.  Thirty-four  states 
were  represented  at  this  Conference  by  tax  officials,  university 
professors  and  students  of  the  subject.  Representatives  were  also 
present  from  three  Canadian  provinces  and  from  Porto  Rico.  The 
three  days'  discussion  covered  a  wide  range  of  topics  and  reflected 
the  latest  thought  and  experience  with  reference  to  the  methods  of 
assessing  the  various  classes  of  property  of  corporations  and  individ- 
uals. The  chairman  of  this  Board  was  honored  by  being  elected 
permanent  chairman  of  the  conference. 

The  discussions  were  productive  of  a  great  deal  of  detailed  informa- 
tion concerning  the  administrative  practices  of  tax  departments  in 
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many  states  and  the  peculiarities  of  their  statutes,  due  largely  to 
local  conditions.  The  feature  of  most  importance  to  Rhode  Island, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  was  the  evidence  that  the 
classification  of  property  for  purposes  of  taxation  has  come  to  be 
a  firmly  established  principle  with  the  economists  of  the  country' 
generally. 

The  National  Tax  Association  has  placed  itself  on  record  as  ad- 
vocating that  states  which  do  not  already  have  the  power,  should 
amend  their  constitutions  so  as  to  allow  legislatures  to  classify  per- 
sonal property  for  purposes  of  taxation,  to  the  end  that  intangible 
property  may  be  taxed  at  a  uniform  rate,  lower  than  the  rate  on  other 
property.    This  policy  is  urged  in  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  The  greatest  inequalities  have  arisen  from  laws  designed  to  tax- 
all  the  widely  di£fering  classes  of  property  in  the  same  way  and  such  laws  have 
been  ineffective  in  the  production  of  revenue;  and 

Whereas,  The  appropriate  taxation  of  the  various  forms  of  property  is  ren- 
dered impossible  by  the  restrictions  upon  the  taxing  power  contained  in  the  con- 
stitutions of  many  of  the  states; 

Resolved,  That  all  state  constitutions  requiring  the  same  taxation  of  all  prop- 
erty, or  otherwise  imposing  restraints  upon  the  reasonable  classification  of  prop- 
erty, should  be  amended  by  the  repeal  of  such  restrictive  provisions. 

The  inadequate  compensation  allowed  local  assessors  has  received 
official  recognition  from  the  National  Tax  Association  in  the  form  of 
the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  The  present  administration  of  the  general  property  tax,  from 
which  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  state  and  local  revenue  is  derived,  is  unsystem- 
atic, antiquated  and  unequal,  and  substantial  improvement  can  be  secured  by 
improving  the  ordinary  local  assessment  work: 

Resolved,  (1)  That  there  should  be  such  a  readjustment  of  local  assessment 
Bystems  as  will  insure  to  local  assessors  better  pay  for  their  work.  (2)  That 
where  practicable  local  assessment  districts  should  be  made  sufiSciently  large  to 
justify  the  employment  of  the  whole  time  of  a  competent  assessor.  (3)  That  a 
central  supervisory  board  which  will  assist  and  supervise  local  assessors,  either 
directly  or  through  a  district  supervisor,  can  secure  great  improvement  in  the 
original  assessment  work  and  minimize  inequalities. 
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In  declaring  for  a  more  thorough  and  systematic  assessment  of 
real  estate  the  Association  has  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedj  That  as  steps  toward  an  equitable  and  scientific  assessment  of  real 
estate,  we  earnestly  recommend  that  the  method  of  assessment  in  rem  be  ex- 
tended to  all  districts  in  all  states;  the  preparation  and  use  of  tax  maps  in  each 
taxing  district;  the  separate  assessment  of  land  and  buildings  and  the  use  of 
standard  units  of  measurement  as  a  basis  of  valuation  for  both  land  and  build- 
ings  to  assist  the  assessor  in  the  exercise  of  his  judgment,  such  standards  of 
value  to  be  determined  for  each  locality  by  its  officials,  with  the  greatest  possible 
codperation  of  its  citizens,  having  due  regard  to  local  conditions. 

In  recognition  of  the  need  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  forests, 
the  Association  has  resolved  ''that  it  is  within  the  legitimate  province 
of  tax  laws  to  encourage  the  growth  of  forests  in  order  to  protect 
watersheds  and  insure  a  futue  supply  of  timber;  and  legislation,  or 
constitutional  amendment  where  necessary,  is  recommended  for 
these  purposes. " 

The  National  Tax  Association  is  a  permanent  organization  com- 
posed  of  tax  officials  and  other  persons  interested  in  the  subject  of 
taxation,  either  in  a  professional  capacity  or  as  students  of  political 
economy.  It  has  held  meetings  annually  since  1907  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  conferences  that  have  taken  place  under  its  auspices  have 
been  published  and  are  in  general  circulation.  These  volumes 
admittedly  represent  the  best  collection  of  practical  literature  and 
discussion  on  questions  of  state  and  local  taxation  current.  The 
members  of  the  Board  have  found  these  conferences  of  great  benefit 
and  practical  value  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  this 
department,  and  particularly  in  its  relations  with  the  local  assessors 
throughout  the  State. 

While  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  gives  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  assessors  of  the  cities  and  towns  except  in  an 
advisory  capacity,  the  department  has  sought  by  various  means 
to  put  itself  in  as  close  touch  with  the  local  assessors  as  possible, 
to  give  then  the  benefit  of  any  information  in  its  possession  with 
reference  to  the  subject  of  taxation,  and  tc  bring  the  assessors  them- 


'30  REPORT   OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

selves  into  closer  relationship  with  each  other  throughout  the  state. 
The  most  successful  agenc}*^  in  futhering  this  end  has  been  the  Rhode 
Island  Tax  Officials  Association,  which  was  organized  by  the  local 
assessors  and  their  clerks  at  the  suggestion  of  this  Board  in  December, 
1912.  This  Association  held  its  semi-annual  meeting  at  Pawtuxet 
on  July  9th,  1913,  at  which  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

*^  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  forms  for  the  calling  of 
'financial  town  meetings,  a  form  for  the  vote  levying  and  assessing  a  tax,  and  a 
form  for  the  tax  assessors'  notices  be  fixed  by  law,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  reso- 
lution be  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor.'' 

m 

On  December  17th  last,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was 
held  at  the  State  House,  with  morning  and  afternoon  sessions.  Over 
one  himdred  assessors  and  clerks  were  present,  representing  nearly 
«very  town  in  the  State.  The  following  programme  was  arranged  for 
the  occasion  and  proved  of  much  interest: 

Address  of  w^elcome,  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Gainer,  Mayor  of  Providence; 
response,  Mr.  Milton  M.  Reynolds,  tax  assessor  of  North  Kingstown 
and  vice-president  of  the  Association;  president's  address,  Everett 
A.  Kingsley,  Esq.,  tax  assessor  of  Westerly;  address,  "Legal  Phases 
•of  Rhode  Island's  Taxation  System,"  Hon.  Herbert  A.  Rice,  of 
Providence,  Attorney  General;  address,  "Problems  of  State  and 
Local  Taxation,"  Hon.  William  H.  Corbin,  State  Tax  Commissioner 
of  Connecticut;  address,  "The  Theory  of  Taxation,"  Prof.  Henry  B. 
Gardner  of  the  department  of  economics.  Brown  University;  address, 
"The  Operation  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  from  the  Standpoint  of  the 
Local  Assessor,"  Mr.  Walter  W.  Bumham,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Tax  Assessors  of  Providence;  address,  "The  Permanent  Assessor  and 
his  Position,"  Mr.  John  E.  O  'Neill,  Permanent  Assessor  and  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Tax  Assessors  of  Newport;  general  discussion. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  1914:  President — 
Everett  A.  Kingsley,  of  Westerly;  vice-presidents — Charles  M.  Read, 
of  Pawtucket,  George  B.  Arnold,  of  Warren,  Robert  S.  Gash,  of  New- 
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port,  E.  A.  Gould,  of  East  Greenwich,  Milton  M.  Reynolds,  of  North 
Kingstown;  secretary — Edward  P.  Tobie;  treasurer — John  Champlin, 
of  East  Providence;  executive  Committee — Zenas  W.  Bliss,  of  Crans- 
ton, Walter  W.  Biunham,  of  Providence,  Emor  Mowry,  of  Smithfield. 

The  members  of  the  Board  attended  the  third  conference  of  the 
Association  of  New  England  State  Tax  Officials  at  the  State  House 
m  Boston,  December  4th  to  6th.  This  conference,  being  devoted  to 
the  consideration  of  problems  of  taxation  affecting  Rhode  Island's 
immediate  neighbors,  has,  during  the  three  years  of  its  existence, 
established  itself  as  a  highly  instructive  and  valuable  institution  to 
the  tax  officials  of  this  section. 

Many  of  the  difficulties  of  administering  tax  laws  and  some  of  the 
defects  in  existing  taxation  systems  are  common  to  New  England, 
and  such  interchange  of  experiences  as  is  afforded  by  these  con- 
ferences can  but  result  in  positive  advantage  to  all. 

Probably  the  matter  of  greatest  interest  to  Rhode  Island  dis- 
cussed at  the  New  England  Conference  was  the  taxation  of  savings 
deposits  in  national  banks,  and  the  explanation  of  the  recent  decision 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  which  declared  the  Vermont 
statute  of  1906  valid.  Under  this  statute  the  State  of  Vermont 
has  succeeded  in  reaching  these  deposits  and  levying  a  state  tax  at 
the  same  rate  as  other  moneyed  capital  in  that  state  is  taxed.  It 
was  also  brought  out  that  the  State  of  Vermont  regards  certificates 
of  deposit  in  the  same  light  as  savings  deposits  for  porposes  of  taxa- 
tion. 

Rhode  Island  was  also  honored  at  this  Conference  by  the  election 
of  the  chairman  of  this  Board  as  president  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Suggestions  and  Recommendations. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  tabulated  statistics  presented  herewith 
and  close  observation  of  local  conditions  indicate  to  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in 
local  methods  of  levy  and  assessment  of  taxes.  Valuations  have  in- 
creased generally  and  the  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  shows  a 
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considerable  i&crease.  Such  defects  in  the  law  as  have  become 
apparent  were  all  indicated  in  the  First  Annual  Report  of  this  Board, 
and  the  Board  of  Tax  Conunissioners  respectfully  begs  leave  to  refer 
your  Excellency  to  that  report,  pages  51  and  52,  and  to  the  appendix 
thereof,  which  contains  drafts  of  bills  designed  to  carry  the  recom- 
mendations into  effect. 

As  none  of  these  recommendations  were  acted  upon  by  the 
legislature  during  its  last  session,  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners respectfully  begs  leave  to  renew  the  recommendations  made 
in  its  last  report,  and  as  each  subject  was  discussed  in  detail  therein, 
it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  repeat  the  arguments  in  regard  to  them 
at  this  time. 

A  more  systematic  examination  of  the  effects  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Tax  Act  of  1912  than  was  possible  in  the  limited  time  available  before 
filing  the  first  report  develops  certain  omissions  from  the  law  itself  and 
also  emphasizes  sharply  certain  defects  in  local  assessment  which  are 
of  long  standmg. 

The  reconmxendations  which  the  Board  now  presents  for  your 
consideration  are  intended  to  be  supplemental  and  are  closely  related 
to  the  recommendations  submitted  in  the  preceding  report.  The}^ 
are  as  follows: 

Increase  of  pay  of  local  assessors. 

The  taxation  of  certificates  of  deposits  in  the  same  manner  as  par- 
ticipation and  savings  accounts  are  now  taxed. 

The  provision  of  a  penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with 
Section  5,  Chapter  769,  Public  Laws  of  1912. 

An  amendment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  authorizing  and  instructing 
the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to  equalize  the  local  assessed 
valuations  for  purposes  of  State  taxation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS,  Chairman. 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  P.  MAHONEY. 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
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TABLE  I.— Concluded. 
Assessed  by  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  under  the  Tax  Act  of  1912. 


Manufacturing,    mercantile    and    miscel 
laneous  corporations 

Bank  shares 

Public  service  corporations 

Lessees  of  oyster  grounds 


Year. 


\ 
i 
I 


1912.. 
1913.. 
1912.. 
1913 . . 
1912.. 
1913.. 
1912.. 
1913.. 


\ 


1912. 
1913. 


Receipts. 


'  Per  Cent, 
to  Total 
Reoeipta. 


$534,824.86 

549,723.61 

70,878.68 

69,710.05 

200,648.94 

213,223.84 

13,164.30 

12,737.21 


♦$819,416.67 
♦♦$846,394.61 


16.46 

16.87 

2.18 

2.01 

6.17 

6.16 

.41 

.37 


26.21 
24.41 


♦Included  in  total  receipts  for  1912. 
^Induded  in  total  receipts  for  1013. 


See  reference  (f)  on  this  pa«e. 
See  reference  (,%)  on  this  page. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pbrcentaqe  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  T 

1912-1913. 


Cities  ob  Towns. 


Barrington .  .  . . , 

Bristol 

Burrillville 

Central  Falls.  . . 
Charlestown . . . . 

Coventry 

Cranston , 

Cumberland .  . . , 
East  Greenwich . 
East  Providence 

Exeter , 

Foster 

Glocester 

Hopkinton 

Jamestown 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

Little  Compton . 
Middletown.  . . . 


Year. 

Tax  on  Land. 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax  on 
Buildings  an 

Tax. 

1 
1 

Improvemoiil 

ri912 

$11,087  87 

27.81 

fl9,61S 

1x913 

10,069  84 

22.61 

19,H2li 

ri912 

30.959  20 

33.34 

43.2  iJi 

\l913 

34,544  27 

33.48 

48.341 

/l912 

14,273  43 

24.81 

30,14J: 

\l913 

14.242  15 

24.67 

30.1f)J 

[1912 

36,421  73 

22.59 

96.3CJ 

\l913 

37.548  60 

22.53 

99,49f 

/l912 

3.191  50 

28.86 

6,71? 

\  1913 

3,348  50 

29.70 

6.82^ 

ri9i2 

8,113  10 

17.18 

25,825 

\  1913 

8,143  85 

17.27 

26,  Hi 

/  1912 

64,474  61 

27.15 

148,071 

\l913 

70.351  71 

27.81 

156.60c 

/l912 

27,813  38 

24.67 

52.28i 

\1913 

26,721  64 

24.87 

49.842 

/l912 

6,068  50 

23.87 

13.40C 

1  1913 

6,131  25 

23.82 

13.63( 

f  1912 

60,869  34 

31.02 

lOS.OTi 

1  1913 

62,479  71 

30.84 

111,974 

f  1912 

2.993.65 

55.63 

1.411 

1  1913 

3.626  58 

67.07 

1,73.' 

/l912 

3,725  78 

46.04 

2.65( 

1  1913 

4,323  35 

46.97 

s.-^s- 

ri912 

3,976  00 

40.90 

3,83i 

\l913 

3.963  70 

40.64 

3,97( 

/l912 

4.787  50 

25.27 

9.345 

1  1913 

4,825  63 

26.20 

9.39J 

/1912 

12,654  83 

47.80 

ll.llJ 

1  1913 

15.637  46 

50.90 

12.16i 

/l912 

12,979  72 

32.11 

20.005 

1  1913 

13.023  08 

31.58 

20.57« 

/1912 

15,030  54 

18.42 

51.10? 

1  1913 

12.035  10 

17.94 

42.39; 

/l912 

3,657  67 

28.21 

4.67i 

\1913 

3,674  39 

28.54 

4,744 

f  1912 

11,053  16 

46.52 

9.255 

\1913 

11,122  91 

46.67 

9.72^ 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1912-1913. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intangi- 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

T            1-1* 

Total 

Peivonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

ble  Personal. 

Totol 
Tax. 

Including 
Exemptions. 

Net  Tax. 

$5,562  52 

13.95 

$3,603  20 

9.04 

$39,872  86 

$39,658  86 

8.331  43 

18.71 

6,313  80 

14.17 

44.537  79 

44,356  99 

16,740  03 

18.03 

1.936  40 

2.09 

92,863  71 

91.617  96 

17.688  14 

17.14 

2,597  60 

2.52 

103.171  15 

101.729  10 

12.814  10 

22.28 

282  00 

.49 

57.617  83 

56,312  73 

12.753  00 

22.09 

576  80 

1.00 

67.734  61 

56,616  51 

26,975  25 

16.73 

1,473  60 

.91 

161.239  20 

168.647  82 

27.667  12 

16.60 

1.944  50 

1.17 

166.657  31 

164.695  31 

589  50 

5.33 

560  00 

6.06 

11,060  00 

10,967  10 

499  50 

4.43 

602  40 

5.34 

11.274  90 

11.184  80 

11.323  00 

23.98 

1,964  00 

4.16 

47.223  86 

46.959  46 

11,217  76 

23.79 

1,684  60 

3.57 

47,158  70 

46.850  60 

20,576  59 

8.67 

4.353  78 

1.83 

237.480  44 

286.676  40 

19.659  12 

7.77 

6,312  98 

2.50 

252.927  08 

262.079  46 

31.841  78 

28.24 

802  90 

.71 

112,746  54 

111,654  04 

30.113  60 

28.03 

748  40 

.70 

107,426  66 

106.391  01 

3,934  50 

16.47 

2.018  50 

7.94 

25.428  25 

26.193  00 

3,976  75 

15.45 

1.996  00 

7.76 

26.740  76 

25.515  25 

24.366  84 

12.42 

2,897  14 

1.48 

196,211  94 

188.776  34 

25.036  83 

12.36 

3.089  44 

1.53 

202.580  35 

195.078  08 

849  45 

15.79 

120  68 

2.24 

6.381  03 

6.316  63 

871  68 

18.72 

120  56 

1.90 

6.354  62 

6.288  02 

1.447  87 

17.89 

262  70 

3.24 

8.092  85 

7.437  48 

1,290  60 

14.02 

251  87 

2.74 

9.204  31 

8,667  38 

1,055  50 

10.86 

861  00 

8.75 

9.722  25 

9.610  69 

1.066  50 

10.93 

747  60 

7.66 

9.754  60 

9.626  94 

4,728  76 

24.96 

84  40 

.45 

18.944  40 

18.600  03 

3.971  26 

21.57 

219  40 

1.19 

18,414  40 

18.109  83 

1,589  53 

6.00 

1.117  50 

4.22 

26.474  86 

26.445  36 

1.766  20 

5.76 

1,151  62 

3.75 

30,717  78 

30.499  28 

6,405  76 

15.84 

1,038  20 

2.67 

40.426  44 

40.262  64 

6,565  66 

15.92 

1.070  20 

2.60 

41.238  90 

41.129  70 

14.793  08 

18.13 

676  80 

.83 

81.608  72 

81.368  27 

12.021  42 

17.92 

640  40 

.95 

67.092  56 

66,888  20 

1,747  08 

13.47 

2,882  60 

22.23 

12.966  23 

12,967  88 

1.731  38 

13.45 

2,726  26 

21.16 

12,875  90 

12,867  50 

1,525  87 

6.42 

1,927  80 

8.11 

23.760  71 

23.008  96 

1,552  13 

6.37 

1,952  00 

8.02 

24.354  54 

23.598  64 
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TABLE  VTI.— Concluded. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Tot 

1912-1913. 


CiTxss  OB  Towns. 


NarrasanKtt , 


Newport. 


New  Shoreham . 


North  ESnoitown . 


North  Providence. 


North  Smithfield. 


Pawtuoket. 


Portsmouth , 


Providence . 


Richmond . 


Soituate . 


Smithfield. 


South  Kingstown. 


Tiverton , 


Warren, 


Warwick, 


Westerly, 


West  Greenwich . 


West  Warwick, 


Woonsocket . 


Tbm  Statu. 


Per 

Tax  on 

Year. 

Tax  on  Land. 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

Buildin^pB  and       ! 

Improvements. 

ri912 

$30,772  88 

52.29 

1 
S21,092  621 

\l913 

30,854  33 

51.16 

22,301   62/ 

[1912 

211,507  04 

34.26 

303.694  96 

\l913 

199,041  28 

31.86 

287.509  76 
6,394  00 

/  1912 

6.255  00 

46.73 

\l913 

6,435  75 

45.57 

5,514  00 

/l912 

7.843  67 

20.38 

21.712  83 

\l913 

8,470  48 

21.22 

23.404  27 

ri912 

14.636  76 

24.41 

29,558  G4 

\l913 

15.015  06 

24.27 

30,841  50 

/1912 

3,726  25 

13.18 

14,785  30 

\  1913 

3.750  40 

13.20 

15.002  801 

f  1912 

241.661  31 

29.08 

444.957  48| 

\l913 

247,019  52 

28.77 

464.049  96 

/  1912 

9.731  25 

43.84 

7,897  33        i 

\l913 

9,767  55 

43.26 

8.169  00       c 

/l912 

1.514,841  57 

34.49 

1,771,400  40        4 

\l913 

1,582,467  48 

34.05 

1.853,287  59       3 

/l912 

6,032  75 

42.81 

4.211  50       21 

\l913 

5.979  75 

41.53 

4.480  00       3: 

[1912 

5,538  85 

22.01 

12.406  75       4( 

1  1913 

5.516  05 

21.84 

12,686  00       5C 

/l912 

4.974  37 

18.40 

15.174  41        56 

1  1913 

6.567  48 

19.61 

16,979  32       59 

/l912 

11.312  37 

25.06 

22,477  75       49 

1  1913 

10,675  77 

23.08 

22,986  74       49, 

ri912 

10.833  64 

26.18 

25,859  36       62. 

1  1913 

11,489  44 

26.31 

26.576  06       60. 

/l912 

10,349  35 

14.87 

33,133  65       47. 

\  1913 

12.005  28 

15.59 

30,469  50       51.: 

/l912 

28.543  11 

19.80 

60.276  33       48.( 

\l913 

/ 1912 

42.505  50 

34.18 

67,588  50 

64.3 

\1913 

42,831  00 

33.11 

71,638  50 

55.3 

ri912 

3.624  75 

64.02 

1,563  00 

27  » 

1  1913 

2,452  00 

63.08 

1.094  00 

28.  li 

ri912 

22,535  57 

22.28 

54,696  44 

54. 0£ 

1  1913 

/l912 

108.427  70 

25.71 

220,257  95      52.24 

\1913 

143,107  70 

30.81 

227,902  85 

49.08 

f  1912 

$2,629,785  16 

13.804,209  67 

\  1913 

*f2.739,338  72 

*t8.928.741  43  . 

^Includes  1912  totals  for  Warwick  and  West  Warwick. 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pbbce2«tage  op  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax^ 

1912-1913. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intangi- 

Per 
Cent,  of 

• 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions 

Total 

Personal. 

ToUl 
Tax. 

ble  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax, 

15.890  72 

10.01 

S1.006  10 

1  86 

158,852  32 

$58,732  32 

5,987  62 

9.93 

1,163  30 

1.93 

60.306  94 

59.601  94 

55,075  02 

8.92 

47,110  00 

7.63 

617.387  92 

613,135  20 

52,016  36 

8.33 

86,167  20 

13.79 

624.733  60 

620,620  96 

1,831  50 

13.39 

198  80 

1.45 

13.679  30 

13,616  30 

1,914  00 

13.55 

259  60 

1.84 

14,123  35 

14,060  35 

5,300  49 

13.96 

3.552  10 

9.23 

38.479  23 

38.192  48 

5.088  28 

12.75 

2,944  10 

7.38 

39,007  13 

39,622  53 

15.178  20 

25.32 

576  40 

.96 

59.950  00 

35,468  00 

15,482  40 

25.03 

622  80 

.84 

61,861  76 

37.417  76. 

9.652  05 

34.14 

110  82 

.39 

28.274  42 

21,447  02 

9.492  22 

33.41 

169  16 

.59 

28.414  58 

26,740  78- 

134,17»  98 

16.14 

10,281  08 

1.24 

831,080  75 

829.141  67 

137.786  88 

16.05 

9,622  28 

1.12 

858,478  64 

856,658  03 

1.653  OO 

7.45 

2,914  40 

13.13 

22,196  00 

22,178  00 

1.967  40 

8.71 

2,676  00 

11.85 

22,579  95 

22.561  95 

860.042  70 

19.58 

245.475  68 

5.59 

4,391,760  35 

4.388.416  46 

936,678  03 

20.16 

274.763  92 

5.91 

4.647,197  92 

4.644,063  73 

3.713  OO 

26.35 

135.44 

.96 

14,092  69 

12,080  69 

3,754  50 

26.08 

184  24 

1.28 

14,398  49 

14.313  99 

5.841  30 

23.22 

1.369  49 

5.44 

25,156  39 

23.622  14 

5.684  60 

22.50 

1.375  00 

5.44 

25.260  65 

23.756  40^ 

6.852  34 

25.36 

23.66 

.09 

27.024  78 

18.944  78 

4.984  12 

17.55 

861  63 

3.04 

28,391  68 

19.494  88 

4.314  17 

9.56 

7.033  70 

15.58 

45.137  99 

44.746  79 

5.175  67 

11.19 

7,418  50 

16.04 

46.256  68 

45.921  48 

3.185  25 

7.70 

1.492  18 

3.60 

41,370  43 

41.167  43 

3.907  25 

8.96 

1.699  94 

3.89 

43.672  60 

43.470  69 

23,153  90 

33.26 

2,970  00 

4.27 

69.606  90 

69.037  35 

22.838  40 

20.66 

2,692  88 

3.50 

77,006  06 

76.348  66 

26.521  42 

18.39 

19,858  17 

18.77 

144,199  03 

143,226  28 

7.597  50 

6.11 

6.660  40 

5.36 

124.351  90 

120.023  40 

8.562  00 

6.62 

6,311  20 

4.88 

129.342  70 

122.606  20 

435  00 

7.70 

38  80 

.68 

5.661  55 

5.604  55 

302  50 

7.78 

38  80 

.99 

3,887  30 

3,844  30 

20.939  32 

20.71 

2,951  20 

2.92 

101.122  53 

99.067  03 

88.627  80 

21.02 

4.333  00 

1.03 

421.646  45 

403.293  80 

88,804  70 

19.14 

4.490  20 

.97 

464.395  45 

451.342  25 

ll«468,921  55 

$387,035  52 
•8460,915  45 

•••••■■"• 

tS8.290.043  04 
♦t$8,674.754  04 

$8,192,392  53 

♦11.545.757  62 

♦18.586,709  99 

tDiserepanciee  of  $1.14  in  1912  total  and  of  $0.82  in  1913  total  due  to  fractional  remainders  in' 
ml  oomputatioaB. 
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TABLE  Vm. 

Summary  of  All  Property  on  which  a  Valuation  was  Fixed,  but 
No  Tax  was  Assessed  in  1913,  as  Returned  by  tele  AssESi>o 
Several  Cities  and  Towns.  (Exempt  Under  Gen^rat.  Lawh, 
56,  Sections  3,  4  and  5;  Public  Laws,  Chapter  392,  ajni>  Pub 
Chapter  769,  Section  38.) 


City  ob  Town. 

■ 

1 

QQ 

United  Stotes  Prop- 
erty. 

Town  or  City  Prop- 
erty. 

School  Property. 

Barrington 

$35,000 
154.200 

1 

»          S55.700i 

Bristol 

$109,200 

$33,000 

\         334.400 ' 

Burrillville 

83,100' 

Central  Falls 

550,000 

►         137.000 

Charlestown 

1,200 

5,000 

5,000 

Coventry 

7.300 
336,485 

15.900 

Cranston 

2,077,746 

1 

Cumberland 

141,600 

East  Greenwich 

57.400 

14,000 

286,700 

7,300 

5.300 

7,666 

3,550 

30.000 

21,300 

11,000 

6.150 

7,600 

28.800 

720.400 

111.250i 

East  Providence 

1 

Exeter 

1 

Foster 

5.540 

Gloeester 

9      * 

00 

-1   ' 

TOI          2 

Hopkinton 

39,8 

Jamestown 

948.150 

Johnston 

54,81 

Lincoln 

16,000 

70,300        10 

Little  Compton 

25.000 

5,465          1 

Middletown 

216.100         2: 

Narragansett 

131,000 
48.200 
22,400 

100,000 

7,650         6i 

Newport 

389,900 

542.400        568 

New  Shoreham 

3.500           8 

North  Kingstown 

15,000 

28.700 

50,3a 

3          57 

North  Providence 

North  Smithfield 

::::::::  \..:.:.: 

Pawtucket 

84,540 

104.260 

203.000 

1,490.540 

536,770 

11,000 

16,040,620 

8,150 

10.000 

985.430        704, 

Portsmouth 

7,000         33,: 

Providence 

4.087,800 

2.005,580    4.992.( 

Richmond 

18.000 
19,950 

3,£ 

Soituate 

28.1 

Smithfield 

South  Kingstown 

455.000 

9,600 

135,000 

8.500 

139,600 

135.000        88.0( 

Tiverton 

36.050        46.d( 

Warren 

139,9£ 

Warwick ...                                   ... 

Westerly 

60,000 

320,000 

457,600 

223,500 
3,000 

118,10 

West  Greenwich 

6,90( 

West  Warwick                                 .    . . 

'Woonsooket 

116,500 

133,550 

1.962,850 

694,400       607,00( 

Totals 

t7.469.786 

$3,573,700 

$21,566,440 

16,802,715  i 

19,043,445 
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TABLE  VUI.—Continued. 

SriofABY  OF  All  Property  on  which  a  Valuation  was  Fixed,  but  on  which 
No  Tax  was  Assessed  in  1913,  as  Returned  by  the  Assessors  of  the 
Several  Cities  and  Towns.  (Exempt  Under  General  Laws,  Chaptbr 
56,  Sections  3,  4  and  5;  Public  Laws,  Chapter  392,  and  Public  Laws, 
Chapter  769,  Section  38.) 


ClTT   OR   TOVN. 

eg 

Property  of  Military 
Organisations 

u 

1 
1 

« 
•a 

a 

O 

•c 

Libraries. 

Btfiiogtoa 1             ... 

Biistol 

$3,000 

$20,600 

$31,000 

Bunillville 

$1,600 

22.000 

Central  Falls 

40.000 

Chirlestown i 

CoTcntry 

9.000 

$2,000 
12,790 

Creoston 

980 

22,765 

13,000 

11.300 

8,700 

6,450 

Cumberland r  -  t 

Ea»t  Greenwich 

1.000 
6.500 

5,700 

East  Providence 

1            3.300 

6,800 

Exeter 

Foster 

600 
6.000 

600 
2.500 

626 

Glossier ' 

Hopkinton 

2,400 

JvDentown .        .    , 

Jf^uwtnn T 

Lbeoln ' 

little  ComDton 

1.500 
2.600 

Middletown 

2,600 

^^rragaimtt 

Newport 

5,300 

9.800 

86.500 

110.400 

New  5>hon?ham .  .  .  r 

Nort.h  Kinffstown 

4.300 

1,500 

7,750 

N«ih  Providence 

1,000 

North  Smithfield 

Pkwtueket 

5.460 

172,220 

4,400 

1.038,260 

145,620 
3,600 

810.900 
1.000 
4,000 

Portaraouth 

Prondence   

'        272.620 

578,680 

Jlifikniond                        

Sdtuala 

225 

3,000 

Smithfield 

Sooth  Kinastown t 

8.000 

19.000 

9.500 

37.950 

76.000 

TiTerton 

Warren 

3.550 

750 

16,850 

Warwick 

Westerly 

191.000 

8.000 

West  Greenwich        

West  Warwick 

WooDSQcket 

111.150 

13,200 

Totals 

1286,520 

119,290 

$1,562,395 

'  $1,270,935 

$870,255. 
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TABLE  VIII.— Concluded. 

Summary  of  All  Property  on  which  a  Valuation  was  Fixed,  but  on  which 
No  Tax  was  Assessed  in  1913,  as  Returned  by  the  Assessors  op  the 
Several  Cities  and  Towns.  (Exempt  Under  General  Laws,  Chapter 
66,  Sections  3,  4  and  6;  Public  Laws,  Chapter  392,  and  Public  Laws, 
Chapter  769,  Section  38.) 


CiTT  OR  Town. 

Property  of  Charitable 
Institutions. 

• 

3 

Property  exempt  on  ac- 
count of  poverty. 

• 

a 

> 

Exempt  by  vote  of  mu- 
nicipality. 

i 

o 

Barrington 

$4,650 

$13,150 
30,000 
15,200 
25,700 

9,900 
32,800 
58,955 
28,950 
22.600 
62,495 

5,550 
12,465 
12,066 
24,366 

5,350 

8,400 
17.030 

1,200 
800 

7,000 
46.200 

4.200 
32,200 

7,000 

7,750 
82,560 

3,000 
156.900 

8,450 
26.625 

8.800 
33,700 
20,200 
10.800 

$134,900 

1,003.300 

336.70O 

1.178,400 

30,60O 

84  20O 

Bristol 

$29,900 

$65,500 

78,500 

101,000 

Bunillville 

Central  Falls 

4.100 

Oharlestown 

Coventry 

Cranston 

13,935 

• 

1,510 

155,740 
307,500 

2.904,000 
614. 850 

Cumlxfrland t 

East  Greenwich 

2.000 
102,505 

366. 20O 

East  Providence 

Exeter 

$1,570 

2,450 

435,940 

1,003,735 
12.850 

Foster 

30,000 

69.030 

Glocester 

800 

33.431 

Hookinton 

84.416 

Jamestown 

2.550 

16,500 

1,025,600 

Johnston 

112,250 

Lincoln 

220,830 

Little  Comoton 

56,165 

Middletown 

3,500 

56,000 

100,000 

40.000 

274,300 

412.000 

Narrafcansett 

276.900 

Newport 

120,000 

515,400 

800 

3.437.600 

New  Shoreham 

38.100 

North  TCinimtnwTi 

20.000 

317.350 

North  Providence 

2,030.000 
159,630 

2.038.0OO 

North  Smithfield 

167,380 

Pawtucket 

110.700 

176.480 

27,780 

3.225.900 

Port-wmouth ,  r  .  ^ . ,  - ,  -  -  -  - 

265.200 

Providence 

451.680 

1,706,760 

34,460 

34,566.320 

Richmond 

29,100 

Scituato 

125,000 
800,000 

216.925 

Smithfield 

808,800 

South  Kinsstown 

959.300 

Tiverton 

120.550 

Warren 

2,650 

43.000 

395,100 

Warwick 

♦347,990 

Westerly 

36.100 
4,300 

414,000 

1,827,200 

West  Greenwich 

13.200 

West  Warwick 

•332,290 

Woonsocket 

224.300 

121,400 

33,000 

735,600 

4,652,950 

Totels 

$1,061,070 

$2,597,610 

$79,200 

$914,662 

$5,912,210 

$63,710,512 

♦Figures  of  Warwick  Division  Commission;  figures  for  1913  not  available. 
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TABLE  IX. 

Pbh  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  or  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1911,  1912  and  1913. 


Town  ob  City. 


Bamngton 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Charlestown 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence 


1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 


VsluatioD. 


$3,221,980; 
3,955,000 
5,035,558 

6,585,600 
7,022,900 
7,214,400 

4,252,700 
4,380,550 
4,447,250 

10,122,175; 
10,840,015  [ 
11,336,165 

1,149,350 
1,179,750 
1,207,960 

4,223,975 
4,987,785 
4,935,760 

18,289,055 
18,957,720 
20,482,355 

9,656,619 
9,839,954 
9,790,964 

2,656,575 
2,822,075 
2,850,925 

12,151,002 
13,115,498 
13,631,079 


Population 
(Eatimated). 

Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 

2,503 

$1  2^7  25 

2,555 

1,647  94 

2,613 

1,927  12 

8,770 

750  92 

8,980 

782  06 

9,211 

783  23 

8,067 
8,260 
8,462 

23,322 
23,905 
24,546 

1,04S 
1,049 
1,057 

5,906 
5,965 
6,029 


3,488: 
3,5571 
3,633 

16,282 
16,770 
17,307 


527  17 
530  33 
525  56 

434  02 
463  46 
461  83 

1,101  97 
1,124  64 
1,142  81 

715  20 
836  18 
818  67 


22,331 

819  00 

23,626 

802  40 

23,951 

855  18 

10,238 

943  21 

10,371 

948  79 

10,517 

930  97 

761  63 
793  38 
784  73 

746  28 
782  08 
781  83 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  th 

Years  1911,  1912  and  1913. 


Town  OS  CiTT. 


Exeter, 


Foster 


Glocester 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown 


Johnston 


Lincoln 


Little  Compton 


Middletown 


Narragansett 


Year.- 

ValuAtion. 

Population 
(Estiinated). 

1911 
1912 
1913 

$505,575 
549,755 
544,095 

772 

778 
778 

1911 
1912 
1913 

511,335 
542,160 
617,278 

1,121 
1,124 
1,124 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1,087,925 
1,088,709 
1,074,719 

1,399 
1,404 
1,404 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1,527,384 
1,502,350 
1,486,084 

2,340 
2,356 
2,373 

1911 
1912 
1913 

2,653,604 
2,812,163 
3,222,671 

1,184 
1,193 
1,203 

1911 
1912 
1913 

3,074,935 
3,276,815 
3,349,050 

6,154 
6,381 
6,631 

1911 
1912 
1913 

5,245,791 
5,547,631 
5,680,750 

9,913 
10,002 
10,090 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1,674,065 
2,159,912 
2,130,147 

1,292 
1,308 
1,326 

1911 
1912 
1913 

3,356,250 
3,292.105 
3,374,205 

1,737 
1,766 
1,798 

1911 
1  1912 
j  1913 

3,762,955 
4,116,440 
4,186,730 

1,250 
1,250 
1,250 

Valuation. 


$654  8 
706  6 
699  3 

456  1 
482  3 
549  IS 

777  6^ 
775  4; 
765  4: 

652  72 
637  6( 
626  21 


2,241  25 
2,357  25 
2,678  8€ 

499  6C 
513  52 
505  06 

529  18 
554  65 
563  01 

1,295  71 
1,651  30 
1,606  45 

1,932  21 
1,864  16 
1,876  64 

3,010  36 
3,293  15 
3,349  38 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COlOaSSIONEBS. 


51 


TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  op  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1911,  1912  and  1913. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


Richmond 


Scituate 


Year. 


1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 


Valuation. 


$50,610,700 
53,397,000 
63,296,000 

914,100 
944,200 
984,950 

4,S08,390 
4,962,065 
4,810,830 

2,848,250 
3,051,600 
3,205,280 

2,083,520 
2,161,325 
2,699,452 

49,212,220 
52,198,355 
53,741,070 

3,747,625 
3,939,200 
3,983,325 

265,924,140 
312,253,580 
333,495,620 

1,220,760 
1,228,385 
1,459,035 

2,632,550 
2,567,638 
2,580,690 


Population 
(Estimated). 


27,719 
28,301 
28,941 

1,308 
1,314 
1,314 

4,039 
4,048 
4,048 

5,639 
5,881 
6,147 

2,728 
2,758 
2,791 

53,278 
54,977 
56,846 

2,763 

2,827 
2,908 

230,607 
238,580 
246,553 

1,646 
1,659 
1,673 

3,506 
3,520 
3,535 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$1,825  85 
1,886  75 

2.187  07 

698  85 
718  56 

749  68 

1,190  49 
1,225  80 

1.188  45 

605  10 
518  89 
521  44 

763  75 
783  66 
967  20 

923  77 
949  45 
945  38 

1,361  29 
1,393  42 
1,369  78 

1,153  15 
1,308  80 
1,352  63 

741  65 
740  43 
872  11 

750  87 

729  44 

730  04 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1911,  1912  and  1913. 


Town  or  Citt. 


Year. 


Valuation. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown .  . 


Tiverton 


Warren 


Warwick 


West  Greenwich 


Westerly 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


I 


1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 

1911 
1912 
1913 


$1,823,517 
1,898,027 
1,909,421 

5,418,360 
5,529,554 
5,704,743 

3,803,456 
4,339,370 
4,602,060 

5,998,000 
6,747,350 
6,810,535 

24,243,840 
27,649,472 


379,300 
380,750 
390,250 

8,386,000 
9,221,900 
9,330,800 

23,773,200' 
24,551,150] 
27,407,200| 

I 
553,001,938; 

619,545.048[ 

*660,558,868 


Population 
(Estimated). 


2,818 
2,899 
2,989 

5,196 
5,216! 
5,238 

4,173 
4,319 
4,458' 

6,775 
6,971 
7,187 

27,268 
27,922 
28,641 

481 
481 
481 

8,826 
8,958 
9,103 

39,459 
40,840 
42,379 

557,331 
574,071 
590,495 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$047  09 
654  72 

638  82 

1,042  79 
1,060  11 
1,089  11 

911  44 
1,004  72 
1,032  32 

885  31 
966  48 
947  62 

889  09 
990  24 


788  57 
791  58 
811  33 

950  15 
1,029  45 
1.025  02 

601  46 
601  15 
646  72 

992  23 
1,079  21 
1,118  65 


*  Inolud«8  Warwick  figures  for  1912. 
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IPuBLxc  Lavs,  Cbap-  769.] 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commiasioners  shall  report  to  the  governor  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in  each  year  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith 
present  such  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amoimt  of  taxable  property  in 
each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof, 
with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amoimt  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the 
better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary 
or  advisable. 


liBTTER  OF  TRANSMITTAIi. 


To  His  Excellency^  R.  Livingston  Beeckman^  Governor  of  the  StcUe  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of 
the  Public  Laws,  approved  February  15th,  1912,  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  third  annual  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  P.  MAHONEY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
Providence,  R.  L,  Jan.  15,  1915. 


REPORT. 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  is  required  to  make  a  report  to  the  Governor  for 
presentation  to  the  General  Assembly  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of 
January  in  each  year.  It  is  provided  in  Section  7  of  the  law  that 
such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corpo- 
rations, companies,  firms,  and  individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to 
the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under 
which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city 
and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof, 
with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amoimt  of  property  in  each  city  and 
town  exempt  from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any 
recommendations  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
which  sidd  board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  information  required  to  be  set  forth  in  tabulated  form  is 
contained  in  nine  separate  tables,  the  same  system  being  followed  as 

■ 

last  year.  Where  classifications  have  been  made  the  methods  used 
in  previous  reports  have  been  followed  so  far  as  possible,  thus  faciU- 
tating  comparisons  between  the  several  reports. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  State,  the  taxes  paid  direct  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  the  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Conamissioners, 
the  classified  valuations,  tax  rates  and  total  property  exempt  in 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  the  classification  of  property  exempt 
from  taxation,  and  the  per  capita  valuations,  are  set  forth  in  the 
order  given. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  eleven 
headings  as  follows: 
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State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 

Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

Corporation  Charters. 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

Bank  Shares. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 

Lessees  of  Oyster  Grounds. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources  enu- 
merated in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  years, 
from  1894  to  1914,  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the 
total  revenue,  is  shown  in  Table  I. 

The  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  1914  by  corporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  accord- 
ing to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid,  is  set 
forth  in  Table  11. 

The  amount  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  imder  the  provisions  of  the  Tax 
Act  of  1912,  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III,  IV,  V  and  V-a. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  total  property  exempt 
and  total  property  assessed  are  set  forth  in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  all  property  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chapter 
769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  56  of  the  General 

*Under  the  heading  "  Miscellaneous  "  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  and 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School, 
state  Board  of  Public  Roads,  State  Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole 
or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and  in  general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appro- 
priations. These  items  are  large  in  the  aggregate,  and  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  State  reve- 
nue, but  they  are  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several 
departments,  and  require  no  consideration  by  this  Board. 
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Laws,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns, 
is  set  forth  in  Table  VIIL 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  years  1912, 1913  and  1914  are  set  forth  in  Table  IX. 

The  various  matters  which  the  Board  has  deemed  necessary  to  call 
to  the  attention  of  Your  Excellency  or  which  seemed  to  be  of  special 
interest,  are  considered  in  detail  in  the  following  pages  of  this  report. 

State  Tax  and  Local  Valuations. 

The  direct  State  tax  necessarily,  imder  our  system  of  obtaining 
the  State  revenues,  continues  to  be  an  item  of  great  importance. 
The  increase  in  the  amount  derived  from  this  source  is  substantial, 
but  because  of  under-valuations  and  the  escape  of  considerable 
amounts  of  certain  classes  of  property  it  is  substantially  less  than  it 
should  be. 

The  tax  due  the  State  from  the  several  cities  and  towns  in  1913 
was  $578,395.07,  and  in  1914,  $604,878.59,  showing  an  increase  of 
$26,483.52. 

The  fluctuations  in  assessed  valuations  shown  in  Table  VI  indicate 
a  serious  attempt  on  the  part  of  some  local  assessors  to  improve 
conditions  and  approximate  the  full  value  in  their  assessments; 
in  other  cases  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  variations  are  due  to  eflForts 
to  reach  an  adjustment  in  the  distribution  of  the  tax  burden  on  some 
bans  other  than  that  provided  by  law. 

The  employment  of  different  standards  of  valuation  by  the  several 
municipalities  leads  to  inequalities,  and  an  unfair  distribution  of  the 
State  tax.  The  small  amounts  of  certain  classes  of  property  listed, 
and  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  some  instances  is  so  low 
that  it  would  be  sufficient  cause  for  serious  anxiety,  if  the  assess- 
ments were  even  approximately  correct.  The  use  of  different  per- 
centages of  the  full  and  fair  cash  value  required  by  law  for  purposes 
of  a^essment  is  manifestly  unfair  to  those  conununities  which  assess 
their  property  in  accordance  with  the  law,  and  this  is  the  most 
serious  objection  to  the  practice.    It  may  be  well  to  add,  however, 
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that  a  proper  equalization  of  these  valuations  would  result  in  a 
substantial  gain  in  the  State  revenue  from  the  direct  tax. 

In  a  manufacturing  or  mercantile  centre  a  considerable  fluctuation 
in  the  value  and  amount  of  tangible  personal  property  would  be 
brought  about  by  business  conditions  either  unusually  favorable  or 
unfavorable,  and  personal  property  assessments  generally  would 
undoubtedly  reflect  to  a  certain  extent,  at  least,  these  conditions  if 
the  assessment  were  approximately  correct.  But  in  the  absence  of 
some  disaster,  the  actual  removal  from  the  jurisdiction  of  physical 
property,  or  a  change  in  the  occupations  of  a  considerable  number  of 
its  inhabitants,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  a  falling  off  of  18  per 
cent,  in  the  valuation  of  tangible  personalty  in  one  fanning  and  resi- 
dential community,  especially  where  a  fair  gain  in  the  valuation  of 
buildings  and  improvements,  as  well  as  a  normal  increase  in  land 
values,  is  shown.  It  is  noticed  also  that  the  valuation  of  intangibles 
in  this  jurisdiction  is  substantially  the  same  as  last  year,  and  that 
owners  of  land  and  buildings  in  certain  localities  practically  escape 
taxation  on  tangible  personalty. 

The  stability  of  land  values  in  a  State  like  Rhode  Island  is  unques- 
tioned. Any  sharp  decline  in  such  values  in  a  particular  locality 
would  certainly  be  accounted  for  by  some  phenomenon  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  attract  attention  readily,  or  by  a  series  of  minor 
disturbances,  the  causes  of  which  might  be  more  or  less  obscure,  but 
the  aggregate  result  of  which  would  be  a  matter  of  common  knowledge. 
We  find,  however,  a  municipality  in  no  financial  difficulty,  with  a 
moderate  tax  rate,  which  has  suffered  no  great  loss  either  in  capital 
invested  or  in  population,  and  showing  at  least  all  the  outward 
signs  of  stability,  returning  the  assessed  valuation  of  its  land  at  36 
per  cent,  less  than  last  year.  A  moderate  gain  in  buildings  and  a 
small  loss  in  intangibles  is  also  shown,  and  an  increase  of  250  per  cent, 
in  tangible  personal  property.  This  assessment  is  inexplicable, 
except  upon  the  hypothesis  that  former  assessments  were,  or  the 
present  is,  grossly  inaccurate,  unless  perhaps  no  assessment  has  ever 
been  made  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  allow  of  either  safe  or  useful 
comparisons. 
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Some  municipaUties  show  a  marked  improvement,  but  in  others  the 
valuations  are  perfunctory,  and  conditions  preclude  any  improve- 
ment; the  pay  of  assessors  is  inadequate,  proper  facilities  are  not 
provided  either  in  clerical  assistance,  tax  maps,  card  indexes,  or 
any  of  the  appliances  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  an  assessors'  office. 

Many  taxing  jurisdictions  are  so  restricted  in  area  and  so  low  in 
valuation  that  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  collected  is  necessarily 
small,  and  any  considerable  expense  at  once  for  improvement  in 
equipment  or  addition  to  the  pay  roll  of  the  assessors'  office  would  be 
a  hardship.  These  municipalities  should  be  assisted  by  the  State, 
at  least  to  the  extent^  of  supplying  them  with  maps  and  proper 
indexes.  Gain  in  revenue,  either  State  or  local,  is  not  the  object, 
but  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  biu*den. 

Lax  and  imscientific  methods  of  assessment  result  not  only  in  loss 
of  revenue  to  the  State,  but  also  in  glaring  inequalities  of  assessment 
between  individuals  in  the  same  jurisdiction.  Three  examples  are 
cited,  although  many  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Board. 

Land  and  buildings  assessed  at  $5,000  sold  under  favorable  circum- 
stances for  $4,500;  another  piece  of  property  in  the  same  jurisdiction 
assessed  for  the  same  amoimt  was  appraised  by  competent  authority 
at  $20,000. 

The  introduction  of  tax  maps  by  one  municipality  furnished 
interesting  evidence  not  only  of  the  advisabiUty  but  also  the  necessity 
of  such  aid  to  the  assessors.  A  large  tract  of  land  which  has  been 
for  years  taxed  at  an  acreage  value  was  foimd  to  contain  more  acres 
than  had  ever  been  taxed,  even  after  the  sale  of  a  considerable  portion. 
There  is  unquestionably  a  large  quantity  of  land  in  the  State  escaping 
taxation  in  a  similar  manner. 

Li  another  jurisdiction  sufficient  funds  were  available  for  a  system- 
atic revaluation.  The  readjustment  in  valuations  resulted  in 
increases  in  land  valuations  of  11  per  cent.,  buildings  and  improve- 
ments 18  per  cent.,  tangible  personalty  71  per  cent.,  and  intangible 
personalty  46  per  cent.    The  increase  in  total  valuation  over  last 
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year  was  approximately  30  per  cent.,  making  possible  a  lower  tax 
rate,  or  a  considerable  increase  in  revenue,  and  a  much  more  equi- 
table distributien  of  the  tax  burden. 

Eleven  municipalties  show  a  falling  off  in  the  assessed  valuations 
of  land  aggregating  $662,232.  In  two  cases  the  loss  in  valuation  is 
very  small,  and  in  seven  others  it  is  apparently  the  result  of  adjust- 
ments in  valuations  between  land  and  buildings  by  the  assessors. 
In  the  two  remaining  cases  one  loses  36  per  cent,  of  land  value, 
with  a  slight  gain  in  buildings  and  improvements;  the  other  loses 
18  per  cent,  of  land  value  and  10  per  cent,  of  buildings  and  improve- 
ments. These  excessive  losses  cannot  be  accounted  for  except  on  the 
ground  of  an  inaccurate  assessment.  Local  conditions  do  not  warrant 
these  showings. 

The  aggregate  increase  in  the  assessed  value  of  land  is  $1,377,482, 
and  the  net  increase  but  $714,850.  The  increase  last  year  was 
approximately  seven  and  three-quarters  millions,  which  may  be  and 
probably  is  unusual,  if  not  excessive,  and  in  some  cases  the  falling 
off  in  rate  of  increase  this  year  is  imdoubtedly  due  to  a  readjustment 
of  over-valuations  in  1913.  Making  due  allowance  for  these  over- 
valuations, however,  the  assessment  of  land  appears  to  be  inadequate. 
The  rate  of  increase  in  1913,  approximately  4J^  per  cent.,  is  not 
sufficiently  excessive  to  account  entirely  for  a  falling  off  in  rate  to 
about  J^  of  1  per  cent,  for  1914. 

Three  municipalities  show  a  falling  off  in  the  assessed  valuation 
of  buildings  and  improvements  aggregating  $34,668.  This  appears 
to  be  a  very  small  amount,  and  is  in  fact  less  than  2-100  of  1  per  cent, 
of  the  total  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements,  but  it  represents 
a  loss  in  one  case  of  13.71  per  cent.,  and  in  another  of  4.37  per  cent. 
The  third  is  negligible. 

The  aggregate  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  this  class  of 
property  is  $8,823,644,  giving  a  net  increase  of  $8,788,886,  or  $687,197 
less  than  in  1913.  Buildings  and  improvements  are  undoubtedly 
imdervalued  in  many  jurisdictions,  and  have  been  during  a  con- 
siderable period.    The  same  ratio  of  assessed  to  full  value  has  been 
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fairly  well  maintained,  however,  and  the  falling  off  in  the  rate  of 
increase  was  due  to  causes  other  than  the  assessments. 

A  considerable  falling  off  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  tangible 
personal  property  was  expected,  and  fifteen  cities  and  towns  show  a 
falling  off  a^regating  $2,173,353.  Approximately  Sl;dOO,000  of 
this  decrease  is  confined  to  two  manufacturing  centres,  and  is  satis- 
factorily accounted  for  by  adjustments  of  the  valuations  of  property 
formerly  exempt  from  taxation  and  by  business  conditions.  The 
balance  is  accounted  for  to  some  extent  by  actual  decrease  in  the 
amounts  of  stock  and  merchandise  carried.  The  net  increase  in  the 
assessed  value  of  tangible  personalty  is  $1,663,209. 

While  this  falling  off  in  the  rate  of  increase  may  reasonably  be 
attributed  to  the  causes  just  .referred  to,  it  is  very  evident  that 
large  quantities  of  tangible  personalty  escape  taxation  because  of  a 
serious  defect  in  the  law  which  makes  no  provision  for  reaching 
tangible  personalty,  the  owner  or  owners  of  which  are  unknown  to 
the  assessors.  Large  quantities  of  stock,  merchandise,  and  machinery 
are  held  on  consignment  or  in  storage  and  the  consignees  or  agents 
refuse  to  divulge  names  and  addresses  of  the  owners,  and  as  the 
property  is  removed  from  the  jurisdiction  before  it  can  be  levied  upon, 
it  thus  escapes  taxation.  Advantage  is  also  taken  of  this  feature 
of  the  law  for  purposes  of  evasion  to  some  extent. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  simple 
and  positive  correction  of  this  defect  in  the  present  law  may  be 
assured  by  the  enactment  of  the  following  amendment: 

TAXATION  OF  PROPERTY  IN  AGENTS'  POSSESSION. 

Section  9  (Clause  first)  of  Chapter  57  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by 
Section  39  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following 
se&tenoe: 

"If  any  tangible  personal  property  aforesaid  located  in  any  town  shaU  belong 
to  any  person,  co-partnership,  corporation,  joint  stock  company  or  association, 
unknown  to  the  assessors,  and  shall  be  in  the  possession  or  custody  of  any  agent, 
consignee,  bailee,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  acting  in  a  contractual  repre- 
sentative capacity  for  said  owner  unknown  to  the  assessors,  it  shall  be  taxed  to 
said  agent,  consignee,  bailee  or  other  representative,  and  the  said  agent,  consignee, 
bailee  or  other  representative  shall  be  personally  liable  for  the  tax  so  assessed 
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against  him  on  the  property  in  his  possession  or  custody,  owned  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  have  a  lien  on  the  property  of  the  said  person  unknown  to  the  assessors  for 
the  tax  paid  on  said  unknown  person's  property." 

These  provisions,  if  enacted  into  law,  would  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  result  in  the  taxation  of  a  considerable  amount  of  this  class  of 
property  which  now  escapes,  prevent  evasion,  equalize  to  a  certain 
extent  the  tax  burden,  and  increase  both  State  and  local  revenues. 

The  local  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  shows  an  increase  of 
approximately  $9,000,000,  but  the  rate  of  increase  shows  a  marked 
decline.  This  to  some  extent  is  accounted  for  by  shrinkage  in 
the  value  of  securities  generally,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  is  attribu- 
table to  the  fact  that  much  of  this  class  of  property  continues  to 
escape  local  taxation.  There  appears  to  be  in  some  localities,  a 
fixed  determination  to  avoid  the  taxation  of  intangibles.  The  very 
slight  fluctuations  in  the  assessed  valuations  of  this  class  of  property 
in  some  instances,  together  with  the  small  amount  assessed,  suggest 
only  moderate  activity  on  the  part  of  the  assessors  in  this  direction. 
Certain  jurisdictions  indicate  a  peculiar  concentration  of  this  class 
of  property,  one  municipality  assessing  44  per  cent,  of  the  total 
intangible  property  to  three  tax  payers.  When  a  flourishing  indus- 
trial and  commercial  community  returns  less  than  4 J^  per  cent,  of  its 
total  valuation  as  intangibles,  the  Board  is  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  assessment  in  that  regard  is  inadequate. 

Nineteen  cities  and  towns  show  decreases  varying  in  amount  from 
$1,702,900  to  $90  and  aggregating  $2,166,593.  This  falling  off  is  due 
largely  to  a  shrinkage  in  the  value  of  securities  listed  last  year  and 
partly  to  losses  from  the  list,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  in 
most,  if  not  all,  cases  it  could  have  been  overcome  by  activity  in  the 
assessment  of  intangibles.  Many  jurisdictions  have  continued  to 
make  substantial  gains  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  conditions. 
The  net  gain  in  intangibles  is  $8,702,624. 

In  total  valuation  ten  municipalities  show  a  falling  off  aggre- 
gating $1,518,313.  Of  this  decrease  $1,199,790  occurs  in  two  muni- 
cipaUties,  and  approximately  $285,000  of  this  is  accounted  for  by 
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adjustments  in  the  valuation  of  property  for  taxation  which  had  been 
exempt.  The  valuation  of  the  property  in  this  jurisdiction  which 
actually  pays  a  tax  shows  a  substantial  increase. 

Careful  examination  and  consideration  of  local  valuations  during 
the  last  three  years  have  emphasized  the  fact  of  inequalities  in  local 
assessments  caused  by  the  different  standards  of  value  employed  by 
the  assessors  in  the  various  taxing  jurisdictions.  The  law  in  this 
regard  is  clear  and  concise:  ''All  property  shall  be  assessed  at  its 
full  and  fair  cash  value."  More  or  less  perplexing  questions  as  to 
what  constitutes  "fair  cash  value,"  whether  it  is  the  cost  price, 
forced  sale  price  or  a  number  of  other  values  may,  and  do  arise,  but 
the  use  of  any  but  the  full  value,  whether  this  value  is  assumed  to 
be  the  cost  or  sale  price  or  is  determined  by  some  other  method,  is 
manifestly  illegal. 

In  many  jurisdictions,  notwithstanding  the  clearness  of  the  law  in 
this  respect,  a  percentage  of  the  full  value  is  employed  by  the  assess- 
ors, and  has  been  for  such  a  long  period  of  time  that  the  practice  has 
become  fixed,  and  many  taxpayers,  otherwise  well  informed,  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  law  requires  assessment  at  two-thirds  of  the  full 
value. 

The  practice  of  undervaluation  was  undoubtedly  fostered  to  a 
certain  extent  by  a  comparatively  high  State  tax  rate.  The  present 
rate,  however,  is  so  low  and  the  saving  in  payment  to  the  State  com- 
paratively so  small  that  this  saving  is  merely  incidental  to,  and  not 
the  cause  of,  undervaluations.  When  undervaluation  exists,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  at  present  due  largely,  if  not  entirely,  to 
custom,  and  not  to  any  intention  of  defrauding  the  State,  or  to  the 
inefficiency  of,  or  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  law  by,  local  assessors. 

The  desirability  of  equalization  of  assessments  by  some  central 
authority  is  clearly  indicated,  and  that  its  advisability  is  appreciated 
by  many  local  assessors  is  evidenced  by  the  resolution  psissed  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association.* 

*8m  page  45. 
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Investing  a  State  board  with  the  powers  of  equalization  and  super- 
vision has  in  no  instance  hampered,  or  been  a  cause  of  trouble  to, 
local  assessors,  but  on  the  contrary  has  strengthened  their  pK>sition 
and  relieved  them  of  much  unnecessary  annoyance,  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Board  that  an 
equalization  of  the  valuations  of  the  various  taxing  jurisdictions  would 
result  in  a  substantial  gain  in  the  revenue  from  the  direct  State 
tax.  Attention  is  called  to  the  excellent  results  obtained,  not  to  men- 
tion many  others,  by  the  Minnesota  Tax  Commission  in  this  direction. 

It  is  not  intended,  however,  to  emphasize  the  revenue  feature  of  the 
question.  The  important  consideration  is  that,  with  equalization  and 
supervision,  a  more  just  and  equitable  distribution  of  the  State  tax 
would  be  effected  and  jurisdictions  assessing  their  taxes  in  accordance 
with  law  would  not  be  penalized. 

Valuations  as  a  whole  show  an  improvement  over  those  in  1911. 
Local  assessors  in  many  instances  have  made  an  effort  to  improve  their 
methods,  and  substantial  gains  have  been  made  not  only  in  increasing, 
but  also  in  equalizing  valuations. 

Corporate  Excess. 

The  number  of  manufacturing,  mercantile  and  miscellfimeous 
corporations  filing  returns  in  1914  was  1,842,  the  number  liable  to  a 
tax,  1,626,  and  the  number  actually  assessed  was  1,389,  showing  in 
each  case  a  slight  increase  over  1913. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  corporate  excess  was  $135,647,513.25, 
or  $2,538,059.02  less  than  in  1913.  The  amount  of  tax  assessed  was 
$542,585.59,  showing  a  decrease  of  $10,152.17. 

The  values  of  the  stocks  of  the  corporations  liable  to  the  corporate 
excess  showed  no  great  variations  for  the  year,  and  on  the  whole 
a  substantial  advance  was  made  over  the  values  of  1913.  The 
decrease  in  the  amoimt  of  revenue  obtained  from  this  source  is 
satisfactorily  accoimted  for  by  the  increases  in  local  assessed  valu- 
ations of  the  physical  property  of  the  corporations  affected,  and  an 
actual  decrease  in  the  amount  of  capital  in  use.      The  stock  values  of 
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these  corporations  have  shown  a  substantial  increase  since  the 
first  returns  were  filed,  and  the  values  upon  which  the  tax  for  1914 
was  fixed  were  the  highest  reached. 

Section  9,  paragraph  3  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  provides  that 
beginning  with  the  year  1915,  the  average  fair  cash  value  of  each 
class  of  capital  stock  for  the  three  years  next  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
the  next  preceding  January,  or  for  such  lesser  time  as  the  corporation 
has  been  carrying  on  business,  shall  be  used  in  computing  the  cor- 
porate excess. 

Under  this  provision  of  the  law  the  stock  value  to  be  used  in 
computing  the  corporate  excess  tax  for  1915  will  be  the  sum  of  the 
values  for  1913, 1914  and  1915  divided  by  three.  The  use  of  average 
values  in  computing  the  corporate  excess  will  result  ultimately  in  a 
more  stable  return  from  this  tax,  the  effects  of  gains  or  losses  in 
stock  values  will  be  distributed  over  a  series  of  years,  and  the  liability 
to  violent  fluctuations  in  the  amount  of  revenue  received  from  this 
source  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

The  fixing  of  an  arbitrary  date  upon  which  to  inaugurate  the  use 
of  average  values  will  tend  in  this  particular  instance  to  intensify 
the  variation  rather  than  modify  it,  as  was  evidently  intended. 

The  values  used  in  computing  the  tax  in  1914  were  generally  higher 
than  those  employed  in  1913.  The  average,  therefore,  imless  the 
values  for  1915  show  as  much  gain  as  was  made  the  previous  year, 
will  ^ve  a  lower  value  than  that  of  1914.  If  the  values  forl915  should 
not  increase,  but  decrease,  as  appears  likely,  the  comparatively  low 
values  of  1913  used  in  determining  the  average  will  tend,  of  course, 
to  reduce  the  average  value  for  1915  below  the  value  returned,  and 
there  will  be  a  consequent  falling  off  in  the  corporate  excess. 

The  principle  involved  in  the  use  of  average  values  seems  to  the 
Board  to  be  entirely  correct,  and  the  ultimate  results  may  be  con- 
fidently expected  to  be  beneficial.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
that  the  date  fixed  by  law  for  the  application  of  the  principle  should 
be  one  which  is  likely  to  result  in  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
State  revenue. 
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The  condition  precedent  to  liability  to  the  corporate  excess  tax 
is  the  transaction  of  business  for  profit  within  the  State.  Domestic 
corporations  doing  business  wholly  without  the  State  are  therefore 
not  liable  to  the  tax.  There  are  also  a  number  of  domestic  and 
foreign  corporations  the  nature  of  whose  business,  or  the  relation 
between  the  value  of  their  stock,  bonds  and  other  indebtedness 
incurred  for  the  acquisition  of  tangible  property  and  the  value  of 
their  physical  property,  is  such  that  there  is  no  corporate  excess,  and 
they  consequently  pay  no  tax,  although  liable  to  it.  There  are  a 
considerable  number  of  domestic  corporations  which  transact  no 
business  whatever,  either  within  or  without  the  State,  and  are  there- 
fore not  liable  to  the  tax.  Some  of  these  corporations,  orginally 
going  concerns,  have  been  inactive  for  many  years,  and  others  have 
never  been  active.  They  are  kept  alive  either  for  purposes  of  specu- 
lation or  to  save  the  expense  of  dissolution. 

That  these  corporations  should  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  corporate  existence  under  the  laws  of  the  State  with  other 
corporations,  and  contribute  nothing  whatever  to  the  State  by  the 
payment  of  taxes  does  not  seem  just;  that  they  should  pay  some  tax, 
and  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  other  corporations  which  are 
obliged  by  law  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  State  seems 
eminently  proper. 

Persons  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  corporate 
methods  should  not  be  unduly  hampered  by  the  imposition  of  burden- 
some charges  or  unnecessary  restrictions:  neither  does  it  appear  to 
the  Board  of  Tax  Conunissioners  to  be  proper  that  charters  should 
remain  in  force  without  charge  simply  to  allow  individuals  to  barter 
certain  privileges  granted  to  them  by  the  State,  or  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  encumber  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  State  indefi- 
nitely, because  the  owners  do  not  care  to  go  to  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  making  the  returns  to  the  Superior  Court  prescribed  by  law  for  the 
dissolution  of  a  corporation. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  that  all  domestic 
corporations,  except  such  as  are  exempt  by  law,  should  pay  some  tax 
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to  the  State  other  than  that  upon  their  physical  property  locally 


The  fact  that  some  corporations  are,  for  various  reasons,  anxious 
for  dissolution  and  would  welcome  any  means  of  quietly  and  inex- 
pensively bringing  about  that  end  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
dissolution  of  a  corporation  automatically  without  ample  provision 
for  the  protection  of  stockholders  and  creditors  might  under  certain 
conditions  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  officers  of  a  corporation  with 
a  resultant  injustice  to  creditors,  or  shareholders,  or  both.  Care 
should  be  taken  in  providing  for  the  enforcement  of  the  payment  of  the 
franchise  tax  that  no  injury  be  done  to  those  whose  interests  may  be 
detrimentally  affected  by  peremptory  dissolution  or  forfeiture  of  the 
charter.  Liability  should  be  definitely  fixed  to  correspond  at  least 
to  the  liabilities  assumed  when  the  charter  was  in  force,  and  no  means 
inadvertently  provided  for  escape  from  responsibility  by  the  simple 
non-compliance  with  the  law  relative  to  the  franchise  tax. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  suggests  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  which  is  designed  to  provide  a  basis  for 
a  franchise  tax  on  domestic  corporations  not  liable  to  the  corporate 
excess  tax,  and  a  minimum  tax  upon  corporations  which  are  so 
liable: 

AMENDMENT  IMPOSING  A  FRANCHISE  AND  MINIMUM  TAX 
UPON  CERTAIN  DOMESTIC  CORPORATIONS. 

Section  9  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following 
sub-flection: 

"  (8)  Every  corporation,  joint  stock  company  or  association  incorporated  in  this 
State,  all  hereinafter  referred  to  under  the  term  ''corporation/' which  transacts 
DO  business  for  profit  in  this  State,  or  which  pays  no  tax  or  a  tax  less  than  provided 
for  in  this  Act,  except  religious,  charitable  and  literary  organizations,  shall  pay  an 
annual  franchise  tax  to  the  State  upon  its  authorized  capitalization  of  five 
dollars  for  each  10,000  doUars  or  fractional  part  thereof  of  such  authorized  capi- 
talization. Provided,  however,  that  said  tax  shall  not  be  assessed  against  any  such 
corporation  for  the  year  in  which  such  corporation  is  incorporated. 

"Every  such  corporation  which  transacts  no  business  for  profit  in  this  State 

sball,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  each  year,  make  return  as  of  the  31st 

day  of  December  next  preceding  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  under  oath 

of  its  treasurer  or  a  person  performing  the  duties  of  treasurer,  or  of  a  duly  author- 
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ised  agent  or  officer  of  such  corporation,  if  organised,  and  in  case  the  corporation 
is  not  organized,  by  some  one  empowered  to  act  by  the  incorporators: 

'*The  name  of  the  corporation  and  the  location  of  its  principal  office. 

''The  amount  of  its  capital  authorized,  and  the  amount  outstanding,  the  par 
value  of  its  capital  stock,  and  if  there  are  different  classes  of  stock,  the  amount  of 
each  authorized  and  the  amount  outstanding  of  each  class. 

''The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  on  the  first  business  day  of  June  in  each 
year,  shall  make  up  a  list  of  all  corporations  subject  to  a  tax  upon  their  franchise  as 
aforesaid,  and  shall  assess  a  tax  upon  each  such  corporation  at  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  for  each  10,000  dollars  or  fractional  part  thereof  of  its  authorized  capitali- 
zation. And  the  said  Board  shaU  enter  the  amount  of  the  tax  assessed  against 
each  such  corporation,  and  shall  certify  to  the  correctness  of  such  Ust  and  deliver 
a  duly  attested  copy  thereof  as  a  pubhc  record  to  the  general  treasurer,  who  shall 
receive  and  collect  the  taxes  so  assessed. 

"  Failure  to  make  such  retiuTi,  or  failure  to  pay  said  franchise  tax,  for  a  period  of 
three  years  after  the  first  day  of  July  of  the  year  in  which  the  payment  was  due 
and  payable  shaU  constitute  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  such  corporation  so 
failing  to  make  return  or  payment  as  aforesaid. 

"Said  Board  shall  also  forthwith  mail  a  notice  of  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  each 
such  corporation,  but  failure  to  receive  said  notice  shall  not  excuse  the  non-pay- 
ment of  the  tax. 

"The  tax  assessed  as  aforesaid  shaU  be  payable  on  the  first  day  of  July  next 
after  its  assessment  as  aforessid,  and  if  not  paid  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  such  July, 
shall  bear  interest  from  the  first  day  of  such  July  at  the  rate  of  eight  percentum 
per  annum  until  paid,  if  such  payment  is  made  before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
aforesaid  fixed  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter.  The  general  treasurer  shaU,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  July  in  each  year,  make  up  a  list  of  aU  corporations  deUnquent 
in  the  payment  of  their  taxes  due  and  payable  in  the  first  day  of  July  of  the  year 
or  years  preceding,  and  shall  certify  to  the  correctness  of  such  list,  and  deliver 
the  said  list  forthwith  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 

"In  case  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  any  such  corporation  to  make  the  return 
or  the  payments  prescribed  as  aforesaid  within  the  time  specified  in  this  Act,  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  shaU  notify  by  mail  the  president,  secretary  or 
treasurer  of  such  deUnquent  corporation  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  but 
failm^  to  receive  such  notice  shaU  not  affect  such  forfeiture. 

"Said  Board  shaU  also  certify  to  the  secretary  of  state  as  a  notice  that  the 
corporation  has  faUed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  as  foUows: 

,     a    corporation    incorporated 

under  the  laws  of  this  State,  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
and  has  therefore  forfeited  its  charter. " 

Manufacturing  corporations  liable  to  the  corporate  excess  tax, 
but  which  own  or  operate  no  plant  within  the  State,  present  a  problem 
of  considerable  difficulty  in  so  far  as  determining  the  percentage  of 
the  total  corporate  value  to  be  attributed  to  Rhode  Island  is  con- 
cerned.   Corporations  of  this  class  have  no  permanent  investment 
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in  the  State.  They  are,  so  far  as  this  State  is  concerned,  transacting 
a  merchandising  business  only,  and  the  amount  of  capital  involved 
in  this  branch  of  these  corporations'  activities  is  not  even  approxi- 
mately indicated  by  the  ratio  between  their  physical  property  within 
and  without  the  State.  An  apportionment  of  the  corporate  value 
upon  the  basis  of  gross  receipts  or  amount  of  business  transacted  is 
likewise  unsatisfactory,  as  no  collections  at  all  may  be  made  in 
the  State  in  which  the  plant  is  located,  and  the  capital  invested  in  the 
plant  would  be  thus  neglected  in  the  calculation,  which  is  manifestly 
unfair.  The  condition  which  confronts  the  Board  under  these 
circumstances,  is  the  choice  of  the  imposition  of  a  very  heavy  tax 
entirely  disproportionate  to  the  amount  of  capital  actually  in  use  in 
the  State,  of  imposing  a  tax  entirely  inadequate,  or  of  discovering 
by  the  best  means  available  the  amount  of  capital  in  use  in  the  State 
and  imposing  a  tax  thereon.  The  difficulty  involved  in  the  last 
alternative  is  manifestly  considerable,  and  it  also  imposes  an  unneces- 
sary amount  of  responsibility  upon  the  Board.  It  appears  that  this 
defect  may  be  corrected  without  undue  annoyance  to  the  tax-payers 
or  materially  changing  the  amount  of  revenue  received  by  the  State. 
A  careful  consideration  of  the  returns  for  the  three  years  during 
which  the  law  has  been  in  operation  indicates  to  the  Board  that  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  may  be  obtained,  and  in  a  more 
positive  manner,  by  imposing  a  franchise  tax  based  upon  the  gross 
receipts  within  the  State  of  this  class  of  corporations.  The  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners  therefore  recommends  the  following  legislation: 

AN  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  AN  ANNUAL  FRANCHISE  TAX  ON  CER- 
TAIN FOREIGN  MANUFACTURING  CORPORATIONS. 

Section  1.  Every  foreign  manufacturing  corporation  owning  or  operating 
DO  plant  in  this  State  or  transacting  in  this  State  a  mercantile  business  only,  in 
addition  to  a  tax  upon  its  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  locally  or 
otherwise  assessed,  shall  pay  an  annual  franchise  tax  to  this  State  upon  the 
gross  earnings  from  its  operation  in  this  State. 

For  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  determination  of  the  amount  of  such  tax 
eyery  such  corporation  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  each  year, 
return  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  under  oath  of  its  treasurer,  or  of  a  duly 
authorized  agent  or  officer: 
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(1)  The  name  and  location  within  this  State  of  such  corporation;  and  if  it 
has  no  location  in  this  State,  where  such  corporation  is  located. 

(2)  The  State  where  incorporated. 

(3)  The  total  amount  of  gross  earnings  from  its  operation  in  this  State  for 
the  year  next  preceding  the  first  day  of  January  of  the  year  in  which  such  return 
is  required  to  be  made,  or  for  such  lesser  time  as  such  corporation  has  carried  on 
business. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  shall  annually  fix  from  such  return 
or  from  other  information,  the  amount  of  the  gross  earnings  of  every  corporation 
included  in  the  preceding  section  for  the  year  next  prior  to  the  first  day  of  the  next 
preceding  January,  or  lesser  time  that  such  corporation  has  carried  on  business, 
and  notify  each  such  corporation  of  such  amount  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May  in  each  year,  and,  if  any  such  corporation  is  not  satisfied  with  the  amount 
so  fixed,  said  Board,  upon  being  so  notified  within  the  first  fifteen  days  of  May, 
shall  fix  an  early  date  at  its  office  when  the  officers  of  such  corporation  can  be 
heard  to  show  cause  why  said  amount  should  be  changed,  and  after  such  hearing 
said  Board  shall  fix  such  amount  as  appears  to  be  the  actual  amount  of  such  gross 
earnings. 

Sec.  3.  The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  on  the  first  business  day  of  June 
in  each  year  shall  make  up  a  list  of  all  corporations  included  in  this  act,  with  the 
amount  of  gross  earnings  of  each  such  corporation  from  its  operation  in  this  State, 
and  shall  assess  a  franchise  tax  upon  such  corporations  at  the  rate  of  one-fifth  of  one 
per  centum  of  such  gross  earnings.  Said  Board  shall  enter  the  amount  of  the  tax 
against  the  name  of  each  such  corporation,  and  shall  certify  to  the  correctness 
of  such  Ust  and  deliver  a  duly  attested  copy  thereof  to  the  general  treasurer,  who 
shall  receive  and  collect  the  taxes  so  assessed  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the 
same  powers  as  are  prescribed  for,  and  given  to,  collectors  of  taxes  by  Chapter  60 
of  the  General  Laws  and  by  any  other  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in  addition 
thereto. 

Said  Board  shall  forthwith  mail  to  each  such  corporation  a  notice  of  the  amount 
of  its  tax,  but  the  failure  to  receive  such  notice  shall  not  excuse  the  non-payment 
of  said  tax.  The  tax  assessed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  payable  on  the  first  day  of 
July  next  after  its  assessment  as  aforesaid,  and  if  not  paid  by  the  15th  day  of  such 
July  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centiun  per  annum  until  paid, 
if  such  payment  is  made  before  the  commencement  of  legal  proceedings  for  the 
recovery  of  the  tax,  and  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centim:i  per  annum,  if  made  after 
the  conmiencement  of  such  proceedings.  Such  tax,  if  unpaid,  shall  constitute 
a  lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  such  corporation  within  this  State  for  the  space  of 
two  years  after  the  assessment  thereof,  and  if  such  real  estate  be  not  aliened,  then 
until  the  same  is  collected. 

Sec.  4.  All  the  powers,  rights,  duties  and  privileges  given  and  conferred,  and 
any  penalties  imposed  in  and  by  Sections  12  to  19,  inclusive,  of  the  Tax  Act  of 
1912,  shall  exist  and  be  imposed  for  or  against  all  persons  or  corporations  what- 
soever, so  far  as  applicable,  in  the  assessment,  payment  and  collection  of  aU  taxes 
from  the  corporations  included  in  this  act.  The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  rights  under  this  act  as  are  conferred  by  Section  31 
of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  corporations  included  in  this  act  or  their  officers 
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or  agents  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  imposed  under  Section  32  of  the 
Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  proceedings  for  enforcing  payment  of  the  tax  assessed 
under  this  act  shall  be  the  same  as  provided  in  Section  33  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912. 

AMENDMENT  EXCLUDING  CERTAIN  FOREIGN  MANUFACTURING 
CORPORATIONS   FROM    THE   OPERATION   OF   THE   COR- 
PORATE EXCESS  TAX. 

Section  9  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  9.  Every  corporation  and  joint  stock  company  or  association,  wherever 
incorporated,  carrying  on  business  for  profit  in  this  State,  aU  hereinafter  referred 
to  under  the  term  'corporation,'  except  trust  companies,  banks  or  savings  banks 
existing  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  or  banking  associations  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  located  within  this  State;  express  corporations 
canying  on  their  business  on  steamboats,  steam  or  electric  railroads  or  street 
railways;  corporations  the  principal  business  of  which  is  a  steamboat  or  ferry- 
boat business  as  a  common  carrier;  steam  or  electric  railroad  or  street  railway 
corporations;  corporations  operating  as  common  carriers  dining,  sleeping,  chair  or 
parbr  cars;  pubUc  service  telegraph,  cable  or  telephone  corporations;  corpora- 
tions, the  principal  business  of  which  is  manufacturing,  selling  and  distributing 
to  the  public  illuminating  or  heatng  gas,  water,  or  currents  of  electricity 
to  be  used  for  light,  heat  or  motive  power;  foreign  manufacturing  coporations 
owning  or  operating  no  plant  in  this  State  or  transacting  in  this  State  a  mercantile 
business  only;  and  except  as  hereinafter  in  this  act  provided — in  addition  to  taxes 
on  its  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  locally  or  otherwise  assessed — 
^lall  pay  an  annual  tax  to  the  State  upon  the  value  of  that  portion  of  its  intangible 
property  hereinafter  called  its  corporate  excess,  and  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
in  the  determination  of  the  amount  of  such  tax  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March  in  each  year,  return  to  the  board  of  tax  commissioners,  under  the  oath  of 
its  treasurer  or  person  performing  the  duties  of  the  treasurer,  or  of  a  duly  author- 
ized agent  or  officer,  as  of  December  thirty-first  next  preceding,  unless  otherwise 
provided. " 

[Sub-sections  (1)  to  (7),  inclusive,  remain  unchanged.] 

* 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

The  gross  earnings  tax  continues  to  be  positive  in  operation  and 
comparatively  easy  to  administer.  The  amount  of  tax  assessed — 
$220,992.07— is  an  increase  over  1913  of  $7,710.20. 

The  number  of  corporations  paying  the  gross  earnings  tax  was 
seventy-three,  or  eight  less  than  in  1913. 

The  express  companies  and  steam  and  electric  railroads  are  assessed 
on  a  less  amount  of  gross  earnings  than  last  year.  All  other  corpo- 
rations so  assessed  show  an  increase. 
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Bank  Shares. 

The  amount  of  tax  assessed  against  bank  shares  shows  a  slight 
falling  off  ($4^015.23)  from  1913.  The  authorized  capital  decreases 
$100,000  and  the  appraised  value  of  capital  stock— $29,793,79 1— 
shows  a  falling  off  of  $526,994.  The  total  number  of  shares— 201,103 
— ^and  the  number  of  shares  of  stock  taxed — 179,2683^^-^— show  a  slight 
decrease,  and  the  number  of  shares  exempt — 21,864J^^ — a  slight 
increase. 

As  was  expected,  from  the  nature  of  the  business  involved,  this 
tax  has  been  stable,  and  shows  but  unimportant  variations  since  the 
enactment  of  the  law  in  1912.  The  administration  of  the  law  has 
been  practically  without  diflSculty. 

Chapter  1068  of  the  Public  Laws,  passed  at  the  January  session, 
1914,  amends  the  law  relative  to  the  taxation  of  bank  shares  by 
providing  for  a  deduction,  in  addition  to  those  already  allowed  in 
computing  the  corporate  excess,  of  the  value  of  the  securities  of 
corporations  liable  to  the  corporate  excess  or  gross  earnings  tax. 
The  effect  of  this  amendment  will  be  a  substantial  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  tax  paid  by  the  owners  of  bank  shares.  It  is  impossible 
to  compute  this  decrease  in  the  State  revenues  accurately,  but  not 
more  than  $35,000  may  be  confidently  expected  from  this  source 
in  1915  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  We  shall 
thus  have  in  1915  active  capital  of  banking  institutions  amoimting 
to  approximately  $30,000,000,  less  than  $10,000,000  of  which  is 
locally  assessed  and  pays  at  the  local  rates,  and  the  remaining 
$20,000,000  of  which  will  pay  direct  to  the  State  but  $35,000  in 
taxes,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  assessment  at  a  rate  less  than 
two-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  on  this  amount. 

Savings  Deposits  and  Participation  Accounts  in  State  Banks 

AND  Trust  Companies. 

The  State  revenue  derived  from  the  tax  on  savings  and  participa- 
tion accounts  and  reserve  funds  in  savings  banks  and  trust  companies 
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amounted  to  t5T3,T10y660  for  the  year  1914,  or  an  increase  of  $20,- 
864.67  over  last  year.  This  represents  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
this  class  of  property  taxed  of  $5,216,169.14,  which  is  approximately 
two  and  one-half  millions  less  than  the  increase  in  1913,  but  is  still 
well  above  the  average  increase  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  direct  State  tax  and  the  taxes  collected  under  the  Tax  Act  of 
1912  are  the  only  items  of  revenue  which  are  greater  in  amount  than 
that  received  from  this  source,  and  the  amount  received  from  the 
direct  State  tax  is  less  than  $50,000  more  than  that  received  from  the 
tax  on  these  deposits  and  reserve  fimds. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that  this  class  of  property  where  taxed  is 
contributing  its  full  share  of  revenue  and  under  conditions  which 
stimulate  saving,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  large  increase  not  only  in  the 
amount  of  deposits,  but  in  the  niunber  of  depositors. 

There  are  two  serious  defects  in  the  law  relative  to  the  taxation 
of  savings  and  participation  accounts,  one  of  which  results  in  the 
^cape  of  a  large  amount  of  deposits  earning  practically  the  same  rate 
of  interest  as  savings  and  participation  accounts,  and  the  other  allows 
the  escape  of  a  considerable  amount  of  profits  from  any  tax  by  a  simple 
device  in  bookkeeping. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  certificates  of  deposits  should  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  savings  and  participation  accounts  for 
purposes  of  taxation,  and  this  may  very  easily  be  accomplished  by 
the  insertion  of  a  few  words  in  Section  4,  Chapter  39  of  the  General 
LawB^  so  that  the  section  as  amended  will  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  4.  Every  bank  and  trust  company  shall  annually  pay  to  the  General 
Treasurer  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  deposited  therewith  and  bearing 
interest  at  a  rate  in  excess  of  two  per  centum  per  annum  on  certificates  of  deposit^ 
on  participation  or  in  the  same  manner  as  in  savings  banks,  said  sums  to  ^ 
ascertained  from  a  report  to  be  made  by  such  bank  or  trust  company  to  the  bank 
commissioner  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  in  July  of  each  and  every  year  of  the 
total  amount  of  such  deposits  in  such  bank  or  trust  company  on  the  last  business 
day  in  June  in  said  year,  and  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  August. " 

Section  3  of  Chapter  39  of  the  General  Laws  is  incomplete  in  that 
it  hnposes  a  tax  only  on  the  reserve  profits  of  savings  banks.    Many 
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savings  banks  cany  large  profit  and  loss  accounts  which  are,  in  fact, 
simply  profit  accounts  and  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  be 
subject  to  taxation  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  reason  as 
reserve  profits.  Because  of  the  wording  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands 
the  payment  of  the  State  tax  on  large  amounts  of  property  may  be 
avoided  by  this  very  simple  device  of  a  profit  and  loss  account. 
Amounts  aggregating  more  than  $1,800,000  thus  escaped  taxation  in 
1914. 

The  Board  therefore  recommends  that  Section  3  of  Chapter  39  of 
the  General  Laws  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Seo.  3.  Every  savings  bank  shall  annually  pay  to  the  general  treasurer  forty 
cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  deposited  therewith  and  on  each  one  hundred 
dollars  of  reserve  profits  and  other  proJUSf  said  sums  to  be  ascertained  from  a  report 
to  be  made  by  such  savings  bank  to  the  bank  commissioner  on  or  before  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  July  in  each  and  every  year,  showing  the  total  amount  on  deposit 
in  such  savings  bank  and  the  total  amount  of  reserve  profits  and  other  profits 
therein  on  the  last  business  day  in  June  in  such  year,  and  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  August. " 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  enactment  into  law  of  these 
two  amendments  would  improve  the  present  law  by  providing  for 
a  more  uniform  and  just  application  of  the  tax  on  savings  deposits 
and  participation  accounts  in  savings  banks  and  trust  companies, 
and  incidentally  a  substantial  increase  in  State  revenue.  Under  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  1914  this  increase  would  amoimt  to  approxi- 
mately $60,000. 

Taxation  of  Intbrest  Beabing  Deposits  in  National  Banks. 

Many  national  banks  in  this  State  have  recently  followed  the 
practice  adopted  in  other  States  of  opening  what  are  called  savings 
dex^artments,  receiving  money  for  dep)osit  and  pa>'ing  interest  thereon 
in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  rate  as  the  State  savings  banks 
and  the  savings  departments  of  trust  companies.  The  adoption  of 
this  practice  has  been  accomplished  without  subjecting  national  bank 
depositors  to  the  same  positive  burden  imposed  upon  the  depositors 
in  State  savings  banks  and  trust  companies.     Under  the  law  of 
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Khode  Island  such  deposits  in  national  banks  are  taxable  only 
locally  to  the  depositor,  and  the  national  banks,  having  such 
deposits,  are  required  neither  to  make  a  return  of  the  amount  of 
such  deposits  nor  to  pay  any  tax  thereon.  The  absence  of  any  law 
requiring  a  compulsory  return  by  the  depositor  of  the  amount  of 
such  deposit,  and  the  apparent  ease  with  which  property  of  this 
nature  can  be  concealed  even  from  the  most  efficient  assessor,  make 
evident  the  fact  that  but  a  negUgible  amount  of  these  deposits  is 
reached  for  the  purposes  of  taxation. 

The  Greneral  Laws  of  this  State,  Chapter  39,  Sections  3  and  4, 
require  every  savings  bank  and  trust  company  to  return  the  total 
amount  of  money  deposited  in  such  savings  bank  or  on  participa- 
tion, or  in  the  same  manner  as  in  savings  banks,  in  such  trust  company, 
and  to  pay  annually  to  the  general  treasurer  the  sum  of  forty  cents 
on  each  one  hundred  dollars  thereof .  Such  deposits  are  exempt  by 
law  from  local  taxation. 

The  amoimt  of  tax  received  by  the  State  from  this  source  during 
the  year  1914  was  $572,719.67  and  represented  over  18%  of  the  total 
State  revenue  for  that  year.  It  is  therefore  obvious  that  these  interest 
bearing  deposits  in  savings  banks  and  trust  companies  are  reached 
more  directly,  postively  and  effectively  than  similar  deposits  in 
national  banks,  and  are  necessarily  bearing  a  greater  share  of  the 
burden  than  such  deposits. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  that  similar 
deposits  should  be  treated  alike  in  different  institutions.  The 
existence,  however,  of  a  federal  statute  prohibits  the  treatment  of 
national  banks  in  the  same  manner  as  savings  banks  and  trust 
companies  are  treated  under  our  General  Laws.  The  taxation  of 
national  banks  and  the  property  thereof  appears  to  be  a  matter 
entirely  of  congressional  favor.  An  act  of  Congress  permits  the 
taxation  only  of  the  real  estate  and  the  shares  of  stock  of  national 
hanks  with  certain  limitations,  and  by  necessary  implication  prevents 
any  other  taxation  of  national  banks  or  the  property  or  capital 
thereof.     The   enactment  of  a  law  applicable  to  national  banks, 
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similar  to  our  present  statute  in  reference  to  savings  banks  and  trust 
companies,  would  provide  but  an  ineflfective  remedy,  for  the  reason 
that  such  a  law  wouJd  undoubtedly  be  construed  by  the  court  as  impos- 
ing a  franchise  tax,  or  a  tax  upon  the  capital  of  national  banks,  and 
would  therefore  be  unconstitutional. 

No  argument  seems  necessary  to  demonstrate  that  the  deposits 
in  national  banks  bearing  interest  in  excess  of  two  per  centum  per 
annum  should  be  required  to  bear  the  same  proportionate  share  of 
the  public  burden  as  such  deposits  in  savings  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies. Any  law  that  directly  and  positively  taxes  such  deposits 
in  one  class  of  institutions  and  fails  to  reach  similar  deposits  in  the 
same  or  an  equally  positive  manner  in  a  different  class  of  institutions 
manifestly  discriminates,  and  its  existence  presents  for  legislative 
action  a  situation  requiring  immediate  attention.  One  of  the  most 
important  objects  of  all  tax  legislation  should  be  a  fair  and  equitable 
distribution  of  the  public  burden;  hence  the  necessity  arises  of 
proposing  and  enacting  new  legislation  designed  to  impose  upon  such 
despositin  national  banks  the  same  burden  now  borne  by  similar 
deposits  in  savings  banks  and  trust  companies.  With  this  end  in  view 
the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  recommends  the  passage  of  an  act 
whereby  such  deposits  in  national  banks  may  be  reached  for  purposes 
of  taxation. 

The  legal  difficulties  entailed  in  the  formulation  and  operation  of 
such  an  act,  because  of  the  federal  statute  referred  to  herein,  have  been 
overcome  by  a  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  sustaining 
the  legality  and  constitutionality  of  the  Vermont  law,  so-called. 
The  main  features  of  this  law  have  been  followed  in  th6  preparation 
of  the  act  herein  set  forth. 

Briefly  stated,  the  act  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Com- 
missioners provides  that  every  resident  of  this  State,  having  money  on 
deposit  in  national  banks  bearing  interest  in  excess  of  two  per  centum 
per  annxmi,  shall  at  a  specified  time  return  to  the  local  assessors  the 
total  amount  so  held  on  deposit  on  a  day  certain  and  the  name  and 
address  of  the  national  bank  wherein  deposited.    Failure  to  make  a 
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return  to  the  local  assessors  subjects  the  depositor  to  a  penalty 
unless  the  obligation  to  return  is  excused  because  of  an  agreement  or 
stipulation  between  the  bank  and  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
The  local  assessors  are  required  to  report  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Com- 
missioners the  names  of  all  depositors  so  retmning  and  the  amounts 
deposited.  These  deposits  are  then  taxed  to  the  depositors  for 
State  purposes  at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars 
thereof.  The  act,  however,  authorizes  and  permits  any  national 
bank,  having  any  such  deposits,  to  make  a  stipulation  with  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  whereby  such  national  bank  may  agree 
to  file  a  return  of  the  average  amount  of  such  deposits  held  during 
the  year  and  to  pay  the  tax  thereon,  with  the  right  to  deduct  said 
tax  from  the  accounts  of  such  depositors.  The  execution  of  this 
stipulation  excuses  the  depositor  from  making  a  return  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax. 

The  act  follows: 

TAXATION  OF  NATIONAL  BANK  DEPOSITS. 

Section  1.  Every  resident  of  this  State  having,  on  the  last  business  day  of 
June  in  each  and  every  year,  an  interest  bearing  deposit  in  a  national  bank  in  this 
State,  shall  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this 
chapter,  annually  report  to  the  tax  assessors  of  the  town  or  city  wherein  he 
resides,  the  names  of  all  such  banks  located  in  this  State  wherein  he  then  has  or 
has  had  any  such  deposits  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  last  business  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  wherein  such  report  is  made,  and  the  amount  of  such  deposits. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  shall  prepare,  and  furnish  to  the 
tax  assessors  of  the  towns  and  cities  blanks  on  which  the  reports  required  in 
the  preceding  section  shall  be  made,  and  shall  incorporate  into  the  said  blanks 
interrogatories  so  framed  as  to  require  the  person  subscribing  to  the  same  to 
state  in  writing  and  under  oath  whether  or  not  he  then  has  or  has  had  during 
the  year  next  preceding  the  last  business  day  of  such  June  any  such  deposits; 
and,  if  such  interrogatories  are  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  shall  also  state  the 
name  of  such  bank  and  the  amount  of  such  deposit  with  all  accrued  interest. 
The  report  of  such  person  shall  be  sworn  to  before  one  of  the  tax  assessors  of  the 
town  or  city  in  which  he  resides. 

Sec.  3.  The  tax  assessors  in  every  town  and  city  shall,  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  August,  upon  the  blanks  to  be  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Tax 
CommissionerB  report  to  the  said  Board  of  Tax  Gommissioiiers  the  names 
and  addresses  of  all  persons  whose  returns  show  that  they  had  in  a  national 
bank  in  this  State  on  the  last  business  day  of  the  preceding  June,  deposits  of  the 
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character  and  kind  described  in  the  first  section  of  this  chapter,  together  with 
the  amount  of  each  individual  deposit  so  held  on  such  last  business  day  of  June, 
and  the  name  of  the  bank  holding  such  deposit. 

Sec.  4.  Such  reports  shall  be  kept  on  file  by  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
for  three  years  from  and  after  the  dates  on  which  the  taxes  based  thereon  became 
due  and  payable  to  the  State.  Such  reports  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  any  person  other  than  the  members  of  the  said  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners  and  the  employees  in  their  office  and  the  attorney-general.  Any  infor- 
mation contained  in  such  reports  shall  not  be  disclosed  by  any  person  authorized 
to  examine  the  same,  except  by  the  direction  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  5.  Every  person  so  having  a  deposit  in  a  national  bank  as  aforesaid 
shall  annually,  except  as  otherwise  provided  by  this  chapter,  pay  a  tax  to  the 
State  which  is  hereby  assessed  at  the  rate  of  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  annually 
upon  the  amount  of  such  deposit  so  held  by  such  national  bank  on  the  last  business 
day  of  June;  and  no  deduction  therefrom  shall  be  made  on  account  of  any  exemp- 
tion. Notice  of  the  amount  of  said  tax  and  the  amount  of  the  deposit  on  which 
said  tax  is  based  shall  be  sent  to  each  depositor  liable  to  such  tax,  except  as 
otherwise  provided  by  this  chapter,  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  on  the 
first  business  day  of  September,  and  failure  to  receive  such  notice  shall  not  excuse 
such  depositor  from  the  pajrment  of  the  tax.  The  taxes  imposed  by  this  section 
shall  be  paid  to  the  General  Treasurer  annually  for  the  use  of  the  State  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  October  next  following  the  dates  whereon  the  reports 
provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this  chapter  are  required  to  be  made. 

Sec.  6.  No  other  tax  shall  be  assessed  on  such  dei>06its  in  national  banks  or 
against  the  depositors  on  account  thereof. 

Sec.  7.  A  depositor  who  willfully  fails  to  make  returns  or  to  pay  the  taxes 
provided  by  this  chapter  shall  forfeit  five  per  cent,  of  such  deposit  to  the  use  of  the 
State  for  each  month's  delay  in  filing  such  retiun  or  in  paying  such  tax.  Such  tax 
and  forfeitures  may  be  recovered  in  an  action  on  this  statute  commenced  by  the 
General  Treasurer  in  the  name  of  the  State  in  the  Superior  Court  holden  in  the 
County  of  Providence. 

Sec.  8.  A  person  having  any  of  the  money,  goods,  chattels,  effects,  rights  or 
credits  of  said  depositor  in  his  possession  may  be  summoned  as  trustee  in  any 
action  instituted  under  the  preceding  section. 

Sec.  9.  If  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  or  the  court  wherein  such  action 
is  pending  for  the  recovery  of  such  tax  or  forfeitures  becomes  satisfied  that 
such  failure  was  not  willful  on  the  part  of  the  depositor,  said  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  or  said  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  waive  any  part  or  all  of  such 
penalty. 

Sec.  10.  If  a  national  bank  in  this  State  so  elects,  it  may  pay  to  the  State  all 
taxes  provided  by  this  chapter;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  bank  to  deduct  such 
taxes  so  paid  from  the  interest  or  deposits  then  or  thereafter  held  by  it  belonging 
to  the  person  from  whom  such  tax  becomes  due. 

Sec.  11.  If  a  national  bank  makes  the  election  provided  in  the  preceding 
section,  it  shall  file  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  a  stipulation  setting 
forth  such  fact.     If  such  stipulation  is  filed  on  or    before  the  last  business 
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day  of  June  in  any  year,  it  shall  take  effeect  on  said  last  named  date  and  shall 
remain  in  full  force  and  effect  until  it  shall  thereafter  be  revoked  as  hereinafter 
provided.  No  depositor  in  such  bank  shall  be  required  to  pay  the  tax  or  make 
the  returns  hereinbefore  specified,  covering  any  annual  period  for  which  such 
stipulation  shall  remain  in  force.  A  national  bank  filing  such  stipulation  may 
thereafter  revoke  it  by  returning  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  can- 
cellation the  duplicate  certificates  issued  by  said  board  to  said  bank,  the 
revocation  to  take  effect  on  the  lafit  day  of  the  annual  period  within  which  such 
certificate  are  returned  for  cancellation  as  aforesaid.  When  such  certificates  are 
cancelled  aa  aforesaid,  said  bank  shall  not  thereafter  be  liable  to  make  the  pay- 
ments provided  in  said  stipulation  except  for  the  annual  period  in  which  such 
cancellation  is  made. 

Sec.  12.  Upon  such  stipulation  being  filed,  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
fiiudl  issue  in  duplicate  to  the  bank  filing  the  same  a  certificate  showing  that  it  has 
filed  the  aforesaid  stipulation. 

Sec.  13.  Every  national  bank  filing  such  stip\ilation  shall  thereupon  become 
liable  to  the  State  to  make  returns  and  pay  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  aver- 
age amount  of  such  deposits  held  by  such  bank  during  each  twelve  months'  period 
begmning  with  the  last  business  day  in  June  in  which  such  stipulation  remains  in 
force. 

Sec.  14.  If  such  bank  files  a  stipidation  as  hereintofore  provided,  it  shall, 
on  or  before  the  last  day  of  July,  file  with  the  General  Treasiu^r  and  the  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners  a  return  verified  by  the  oath  of  its  president,  cashier 
or  one  of  its  directors,  showing  the  average  amount  of  such  deposits  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  on  the  last  business  day  of  the  preceding  June,  and  shall  for  each 
annual  period  pay  to  the  General  Treasurer  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  of  such 
average  amount. 

Sec.  15.  Whenever  in  the  opinion  of  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  it 
shall  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State  so  to  do,  they  may  publish  a  notice  in 
sach  newspaper  or  newspapers  as  they  shall  designate,  setting  forth  that  the  bank 
or  banks  therein  named  have  filed  or  failed  to  file  a  stipulation,  or  have  elected  to 
revoke  one  already  filed;  and  may  in  like  manner  notify  all  interest  bearing 
depositors  having  interest  bearing  deposits  therein  whereon  the  rate  of  interest 
exceeds  two  per  cent,  to  file  the  proper  returns  as  provided  in  the  first  section 
of  this  chapter  and  pay  the  tax  assessed  against  such  depositors  in  case  such  bank 
or  banks  shall  fail  to  file  a  stipulation  or  elect  to  revoke  one  ahready  filed;  or  that 
Euch  depositors  are  absolved  from  maMng  such  returns  and  paying  such  tax  in  case 
the  bank  shall  file  a  stipulation  or  elect  to  continue  one  theretofore  filed. 

Sec.  16.  The  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall  not  apply  to  any  property  in  this 
State  exempt  by  law  from  local  taxation;  nor  to  savings  banks,  tilist  companies, 
and  savings  banks  and  trust  companies  which  have  interest  bearing  deposits 
in  national  banks;  nor  to  interest  bearing  deposits  of  national  banks  in  another 
national  bank,  nor  to  any  person  having  any  smn  of  money  on  deposit  in  a  national 
bank  whereon  interest  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  two  per  cent  per  annum  is  paid  or 
allowed  him  by  such  national  bank. 

Sec.  17.  Nothing  in  this  chapter  shall  be  construed  as  exempting  from 
txxsLtion  any  deposit  in  any  national  bank,  except  as  hereintofore  provided. 

Sec.  18.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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Town  Meeting  Forms. 

An  improvement  is  noted  in  several  instances  in  the  forms  of 
notice  issued  by  local  authorities  relative  to  the  annual  tax  assessment. 
There  is  no  uniformity,  however,  and  considerable  doubt  exists  at 
times  as  to  be  sufficiency  and  legality  of  some  of  these  notices. 

The  law  governing  this  matter  leaves  to  the  local  authorities 
the  preparation  of  the  forms  of  notice,  and  to  the  financial  town 
meeting  the  determination  of  the  wording  of  the  vote  ordering  the 
tax.  Under  this  system  perplexing  questions  arise  frequently, 
causing  annoyance  and  delays  and  even  the  loss  of  certain  taxes. 

This  trouble  and  uncertainty  may  be  easily  avoided  by  fixing  by 
law,  the  forms  of  notice  and  votes  required.  No  interference  or 
modification  of  local  authority  is  entailed,  and  compliance  ^th  the 
law  is  rendered  a  simple  and  easy  matter. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  accordingly  recommends  that 
the  use  of  the  following  forms  be  required  by  law: 

NOTICE  OF  ASSESSORS'  MEETING. 

Section  6  of  Chapter  58  of  the  Greneral  Laws  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

'' Before  assessing  any  tax,  the  assessors  shall  post  up  printed  notices  of  the 
time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  in  three  public  places  in  the  town,  for  three  weeks 
next  preceding  the  time  of  such  meeting,  and.  advertise  in  some  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  the«town,  if  any  there  be,  for  the  same  space  of  time.  Such  notices  shall 
require  every  person  and  body  corporate  liable  to  taxation  to  bring  in  to  the 
assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  possessed  by 
him,  describing  and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  such  real  and  personal 
estate,  at  such  time  as  they  may  prescribe. " 

Section  7  of  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

''Every  person  bringing  in  any  such  account  shall  make  oath  before  some  one 
of  the  assessors  that  the  account  by  him  exhibited  contains,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  and  full  account  and  valuation  of  all  the  ratable 
estate  owned  or  possessed  by  him,  and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in 
such  account,  if  overtaxed,  shall  have  no  remedy  therefor. " 
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WARNING  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 

State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providbncb  Plantations. 
County  of  Sc. 

By  the  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of 
R.  I. 
(seal)  To  ,  Town  Sergeant  of 

the  Town  of  ,  or  any 

of  the  Constables  of  said  town. 

GREETING: 

Pursuant  to  Chapter  47  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
YOU  are  hereby  required  to  post,  at  least  seven  days  before  the 

day  of  A.  D.  19        ,  written  notifi- 

cations in  three  or  more  public  places  in  the  said  Town  of 
Rhode  Island,  notifying  and  warning  the  electors  of  the  said  Town  of 

,  qualified  to  vote  upon  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  or  for  the 
expenditure  of  money,  to  assemble  in  town  meeting  at  the  Town  HaU  (or  other 
place  designated)  in  said  Town  of  ,  on  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  10        ,  at  o'clock  in  the 

noon  for  the  purpose  of  ordering  a  tax  to  be  levied  and  assessed  on  the  ratable 
property  of  said  town  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  for  the  payment  of  the  town 
debts  and  interest  for  the  payment  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  State  tax,  for 
the  support  of  schools,  for  the  supp>ort  and  maintenance  of  the  poor,  for  the 
building,  repairing  and  amending  of  highways,  for  the  building,  repairing  and 
amending  of  bridges,  for  the  improvement  in  any  manner  deemed  fit  of  any 
property  belonging  to  the  town,  for  all  necessary  charges  and  expenses  what- 
soever arising  within  said  town,  whether  incidental  or  not  to  the  above  (here 
designate  any  further  purpose,  if  any,  for  which  town  may  legally  appropriate 
money)  and  for  any  or  all  other  purposes  authorized  by  law  (and  if  rate  is  to  be 
fixed,  then  as  follows)  and  to  fix  the  rate  of  the  tax  to  be  levied  and  assessed  on  the 
ratable  property  of  said  town  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  transact  such 
other  business  as  may  legally  come  before  said  meeting. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  day  of  , 

A.  D.  19         ,  at  said  Town  of  ,  Rhode  Island. 


Town  Clerk. 
RESOLUTION. 

(When  no  rate  is  fixed.) 

Resolved,  That  the  electors  of  the  Town  of  ,  qualified  to 

vote  on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  (or 
in  case  of  city,  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  )i  on  this 

day  ,  A.  D.  19  ,    hereby    order 

the  assessment  and  collection  of  a  tax  on  the  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible 
personal  property  and  ratable  intangible  personal  property  (the  tax  on  ratable 
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intangible  property  to  be  at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars 
of  the  value  thereof)  of  a  sum  not  less  than  dollars  nor  more  than 

dollars;  said  tax  is  for  ordinary  expenses  and  charges  (and  sinking 
funds),  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  indebtedness  in  whole  or  in  part  of  said 
town,  for  the  payment  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  State  tax  and  for  other 
purposes  authorised  by  law.  The  Board  of  Assessors  shall  assess  and  apportion 
said  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  ratable  property  of  said  town  on  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19     '  ,  at  o'clock 

noon  according  to  law  (this  date  must  be  previous  to  meetings  of  asses- 
sors held  for  purpose  of  allowing  taxpayers  to  appear  and  make  return,  and  is 
the  date  for  assesament)  and  shall,  on  completion  of  said  assessment,  date,  certify 
and  sign  the  same  and  deliver  to  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk  (except  where,  by  special  act  or  otherwise,  it  is  to  be  certified  and  delivered 
to  Town  or  City  Treasurer,  then  to  him)  on  or  before  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19  (which  is  a  later  date,  and 

allows  sufficient  time  for  completing  the  work  and  being  called  the  time  of  ouisess- 
ment) .  The  Town  Clerk  on  receipt  of  said  assessment,  shall  forthwith  make  a  copy 
of  the  same  and  deliver  it  to  the  Town  Treasurer,  who  shall  forthwith  issue  and 
affix  to  said  copy  a  warrant  imder  his  hand,  directed  to  the  Collector  of  Taxes  of 
said  town,  commanding  him  to  proceed  and  collect  said  tax  of  the  persons  and 
estate  liable  therefore  (unless  by  law  otherwise  provided).  Said  tax  shall  be 
due  and  payable  on  the  day  of  , 

A.  D.  19      (or,  on  and  between  the  day  of 

next  and  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19         , 

next),  and  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  said  day  of 

,  A.  D.  19  (or,  on  said  last  named  day),  shall  cany 

until  collected  a  penalty  at  the  rate  of  per  centum  per  annum. 

RESOLUTION. 

(When  rate  is  fixed.) 

Reaolvedf  That  the  electors  of  the  Town  of  qualified  to 

vote  on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax,  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  (in 
case  of  city,  the  City  Council  of  )»  on  this 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  hereby  order  the  assessment  and 

collection  of  a  tax  on  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  of 
dollars  and  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof,  and 

on  ratable  intangible  personal  property  of  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars 
of  the  value  thereof;  said  tax  is  for  ordinary  expenses  and  charges  (and  sinking 
funds),  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  indebtedness  in  whole  or  in  part  of  said 
town,  for  the  payment  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  State  tax  and  for  other 
purposes  authorized  by  law.  The  Board  of  Assessors  shall  assess  and  apportion 
said  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  ratable  property  of  said  town  on  the 
day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  at  o'clock 

noon  according  to  law  (this  date  must  be  previous  to  meetings  of  assessors  held 
for  purpose  of  allowing  taxpayers  to  api)ear  and  make  return,  and  is  the  date  for 
assessment)  and  shall,  on  completion  of  said  assessment,  date,  certify  and  sign 
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the  same  and  deliver  to  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk 
(except  where,  by  special  act  or  otherwise,  it  is  to  certified  and  delivered  to 
Town  or  City  Treasurer,  then  tor  him)  on  or  before  the  day 

of  ,  A.  D.  19  (which  is  a  later  date,  and  allows  suffi- 

cient time  for  completing  the  work  and  being  called  the  time  of  asaesamerU) .  The 
Town  Clerk,  on  receipt  of  said  assessment,  shall  forthwith  make  a  copy  of  the 
same  and  deliver  it  to  the  Town  Treasurer,  who  shall  forthwith  issue  and  affix  to 
said  copy  a  warrant  under  his  hand,  directed  to  the  Collector  of  Taxes  of  said 
town  commanding  him  to  proceed  and  collect  said  tax  of  the  persons  and  estate 
liable  therefore  (unless  by  law  otherwise  provided) .  Said  tax  shall  be  due  and 
payable  on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19 

(or,  on  and  between  the  day  of  next 

and  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  next), 

and  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  said  day  of 

A.  D.  19  (or  on  said  last  named  day)  shall  carry  imtil  collected  a  penalty  at 

the  rate  of  per  centum  per  annum. 

ASSESSORS'  NOTICE. 
(Where  rate  is  fixed.) 

WhereaSf  The  electors  of  the  Town  of  ,  qualified  to  vote 

on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  on  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19  (or  if  a  city, 

the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  ,  by  joint  resolution 

approved  on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ), 

hs  ordered  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible  personal 
property  of  said  town  of  dollars  and  cents  on  each  one  hundred 

doUara  of  the  value  thereof  and  ratable  intangible  personal  property  of  said  town 
^  forty  cents  on  each  one  himdred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof,  to  be  assessed  and 
apportioned  on  tlxe  day  of  ,  ,  A.  D. 

19      (date  for  assessment  fixed)  at  o'clock  noon. 

.Vow,  therefore^  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  in  accordance  with  said  resolution 
and  in  conformity  with  the  law  in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  every  person, 
co-partnership  and  corporation  liable  to  taxation  is  required  to  bring  in  to  the 
a«e86or8  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  his  or  their  ratable  estate,  describing  and 
specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  his  or  their  real  and  personal  estate. 

All  persons  who  are  required  to  return  accounts  to  the  Assessors  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  exemption  from  taxation  wholly  or  in  part  imder  the  law,  including 
soldien  and  sailors  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  their  wives  and  widows,  are 
r^red  to  render  annually  to  the  Assessors  said  account  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  the  exemption  prescribed  by  law. 

For  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  accounts  the  Board  of  Assessors  will  be  in 
»»on  in  their  office  in  the  Town  Hall  (or  wherever  located)  in  said  town,  daily 
from  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  to 

tbe  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  inclusive, 

Sunda}'8  excepted  (this  time  must  follow  the  date  for  assessment  fixed)  from 
o'clock  A.  M.,  until  o'clock,  P.  M. 

5 
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General  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Chapter  56,   Section  7: 

"Every  person  bringing  in  any  such  account  shall  make  oath  before  some  one 
of  the  assessors  that  the  account  by  him  exhibited  contains,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  and  full  account  and  valuation  of  all  his  ratable 
estate;  and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in  such  account,  if  overtaxed, 
shall  have  no  remedy  therefor. " 

AU  ratable  real  and  personal  estate  will  be  tcuced  to  the  persons,  co-pa^tDe^ 
ships  or  bodies  corporate  who  own  or  hold  the  same  at  o'clock 

noon  on  said  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19 

(time  for  assessment). 

Executors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trustees  are  hereby  notified  that  all 
the  foregoing  applies  to  them  and  to  trust  estates  as  well  as  to  other  persons  and 
property. 


Assessors  of  Taxes, 
Dated 


ASSESSORS'  NOTICE. 

(Where  rate  is  not  fixed.) 

Whereas,  The  electors  of  the  Town  of  ,  qualified  to  vote 

on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meetings  legally  assembled  on  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.-19  (or  if  a  city 

the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  ,  by  joint  resolution  , 

approved  on  the  day  of  ,  A,  D.  19        ), 

has  ordered  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  the  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible 
personal  property  and  ratable  intangible  personal  property  (the  tax  on  ratable 
intangible  personal  property  to  be  at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  value  thereof)  in  a  sum  not  less  than  dollars  and  not  more 

than  dollars  to  be  assessed  and  apportioned  on  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19  (date  for  assessment  fixed)  at 

o'clock  noon. 

NoWf  therefore f  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  in  accordance  with  said  resolution 
and  in  conformity  with  the  law  in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  ever}' 
person,  co-partnership  and  corporation  liable  to  taxation  is  required  to  bring  in 
to  the  assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  his  or  their  ratable  estate,  describ- 
ing and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  his  or  their  real  and  personal 
estate* 

All  perisons  who  are  required  to  return  accounts  to  the  Assessors  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  exemption  from  taxation  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  law,  including 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  their  wives  and  widows,  are 
required  to  render  annually  to  the  Assessors  said  account  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  the  exemption  prescribed  by  law. 
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For  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  accounts  the  Board  of  Assessors  will  be  in 
session  in  their  office  in  the  Town  Hall  (or  wherever  located)  in  said  town,  daily 
from  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  to 

the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  inclusive, 

Sundays  ein^pted  (this  time  must  follow  the  date  for  assessment  fixed)  from 
o'clock  A.  M.,  until  o'clock  P.  M. 

General  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Chapter  56,  Section  7: 

"Every  person  bringing  in  any  such  account  shall  make  oath  before  some  one 
of  the  assessors  that  the  account  by  him  exhibited  contains,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  and  full  account  and  valuation  of  all  his  ratable 
estate;  and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in  such  account,  if  overtaxed, 
shall  have  no  remedy  therefor. '' 

All  ratable  real  and  personal  estate  will  be  taxed  to  the  persons,  co-partnerships 
or  bodies  corporate  who  own  or  hold  the  same  at  o'clock  noon 

on  said  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19 

(time  for  assessment). 

Executors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trustees  are  hereby  notified  that  all 
the  foregoing  applies  to  them  and  to  trust  estates  as  well  as  to  other  persons  and. 

property. 


Assessors  of  Taxes, 
Dated 

Biennial  Report. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  that  an  annual 
report  such  as  is  required  by  Section  7  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  is 
not  necessary.  A  biennial  report  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  would 
be  sufficient. 

Some  of  the  statistical  material  required  cannot  be  obtained  in 
time  to  be  available  for  use  each  year  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
January,  and  therefore  certain  approximations  must  be  made.  The 
analysis  of  the  returns  from  certain  taxing  jurisdictions  is  of  necessity 
hurried  or  incomplete.  All  of  the  piuposes  of  the  law  may  be  accom- 
plished, and  all  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  statistical 
loaterial  used  may  be  obtained  from  a  biennial  publication.  In  fact  a 
biennial  report  of  this  character  would  be  inferior  in  no  respect,  and 
ni  many  ways  superior  to  an  annual  publication.    The  material 
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contained  in  the  report  requires  a  method  of  treatment  by  compara- 
tive tables  which  is  expensive  from  the  standpoint  of  printing,  and 
as  the  statistics  employed  are  all  on  file  and  open  for  inspection  in  the 
office  of  the  Board  if  anyone  desires  to  make  use  of  them,  the  printing 
annually  of  these  tables  seems  to  be  an  unnecessary  expense.  Pro- 
vision should  be  made,  however,  for  allowing  a  report  at  any  time 
when  it  seems  advisable  to  the  Board,  or  when  requested  by  the 
Governor. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mends the  passage  of  the  following  amendment  to  the  Tax  Act  of  1912 : 

Section  7  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  7.  The  Board  of  Tax  Ck)mmissioner8  shall  biennially  in  the  odd-num- 
bered years  report  to  the  Ck)yemor  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in 
such  years  and  the  Governor  shall  forthwith  present  such  report  to  the  General 
Assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corpora- 
tions, companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes 
are  paid;  the  amoimt  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form, 
distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount 
of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation  with  the  causes  of  exemp- 
tion; and  any  reconunendations  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
which  said  Board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable.  Provided,  however,  that  if 
the  Governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  deem  it 
necessary  or  advisable  they  may,  report  at  other  times  upon  matters  relating  to 
taxation. " 

Tax  Officials'  Associations. 

The  meetings  of  the  New  England  Tax  Officials'  Association  and 
the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  in  1914  were  of  miusual 
importance  and  interest.  At  the  former  the  State  was  represented 
by  the  members  of  this  Board  under  authorization  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor.  The  sessions  were  held  at  Augusta,  Maine^  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday,  December  3rd  and  4th,  but  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
preceding  the  opening  of  the  conference  proper  the  members  of  the 
association  were  the  guests  of  the  Economic  Club  of  the  city  of 
Portland,  where  an  exposition  of  the  constitutional  and  statutory 
provisions  of  the  several  New  England  States  with  reference  to 
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taxation  was  presented  by  representatives  of  the  tax  departments 
from  five  of  these  States. 

This  meeting  of  the  Economic  Club  at  Portland  wad  arranged  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  considering  the  subject  of  taxation,  at  a  time 
when  the  attendance  of  the  administrative  tax  officials  of  the  New 
England  States  could  be  secured.  The  occasion  for  the  special 
interest  in  this  question  which  is  now  being  manifested  in  Maine  is 
the  recent  adoption  by  the  people  of  that  State  of  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  which  permits  a  separate  classification  of  intangible 
personal  property  for  purposes  of  taxation.  This  amendment  reads 
as  follows: 

"All  taxes  upon  real  and  personal  estate,  assessed  by  authority 
of  this  State,  shall  be  apportioned  and  assessed  equally,  according  to 
the  just  value  thereof;  but  the  legislature  shall  have  power  to  levy 
a  tax  upon  intangible  property,  at  such  rate  as  it  deems  wise  and 
equitable,  without  regard  to  the  rate  applied  to  other  classes  of 
property. "  At  the  session  of  the  Maine  legislature  which  convenes 
in  January,  1915,  bills  are  to  be  proposed  for  carrying  this  amendment 
into  effect.  At  the  Portland  meeting  the  principle  of  a  low  uniform 
rate  on  intangible  property  was  the  chief  topic  of  discussion  by  all  the 
speakers,  including  Dr.  Charles  J.  BuUock,  Professor  of  Economics 
of  Harvard  University;  Hon.  Bertrand  G.  Mclntire,  Chairman  of  the 
State  Board  of  Assessors  of  Maine;  Albert  O.  Brown,  Chairman  of 
the  New  Hampshire  State  Tax  Commission;  Charles  A.  Andrews, 
Deputy  State  Tax  Commissioner  of  Massachusetts;  William  H.  Corbin, 
State  Tax  Commissioner  of  Connecticut;  Hastings  Lyon,  of  New  York, 
counsel  for  the  taxation  committee  of  the  Investment  Brokers' 
Association  of  America;  and  the  Chairman  of  this  Board. 

At  the  succeeding  two  da3rs'  conference  at  Augusta  one  of  the 
most  important  topics  discussed  was  the  taxation  of  interest  bearing 
deposits  in  national  banks.  The  question  of  greater  \miformity 
in  the  methods  of  taxing  automobiles  was  given  considerable  attention, 
as  was  also  the  matter  of  requiring  the  true  consideration  to  be 
stated  in  deeds,  in  connection  with  other  suggestions  for  the  better 
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determination  of  values  of  real  estate.  "The  Expenditure  of  Tax 
Income  and  Its  Audit"  was  the  subject  of  an  instructive  address  by 
Mr.  Theodore  N.  Waddell,  Chief  Statistician  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bureau  of  Statistics.  Numerous  other  subjects  were  discussed, 
including  the  controlling  factors  in  the  ad  volorem  taxation  of  rail- 
roads, telephone  and  telegraph  companies;  possible  legislation  in 
Maine  regarding  the  classification  of  intangible  personal  property; 
and  various  administrative  problems. 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association, — The  third  annual  meeting 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  was  held  at  the  State 
House,  Providence,  on  Wednesday,  December  16th.  The  con- 
spicuous features  of  this  meeting  were  the  adoption  by  unanimous 
vote  of  a  resolution  favoring  State  supervision  of  local  assessments, 
following  a  paper  on  this  subject  by  the  President,  Everett  A.  Kings- 
ley,  Esq.,  of  the  Westerly  Board  of  Tax  Assessors,  and  a  resolution 
advocating  a  uniform  date  of  assessment  throughout  the  State. 

The  membership  of  this  association  is  made  up  of  present  and  past 
members  of  boards  of  assessors  of  the  various  cities  and  towns  in  the 
State,  and  assessors'  clerks.  It  has  been  in  existence  since  the  cre- 
ation of  the  State  Tax  Department  in  1912.  It  is  a  purely  voluntary 
association,  and  its  conclusions  may  therefore  be  taken  as  reflecting 
the  views  of  the  local  assessors  after  an  experience  of  three  years  under 
the  changed  conditions  inaugurated  with  the  passage  of  the  Tax 
Act  of  1912.  Tax  assessors  from  a  majority  of  the  cities  and  towns 
were  present  as  this  meeting. 

At  the  morning  session,  after  an  address  of  welcome  by  His  Honor 
Joseph  H.  Gainer,  Mayor  of  Providence,  and  a  response  by  Hon. 
Frank  F.  Davis,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  it 
was  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  the  association  to  listen  to  an 
address  by  the  Governor-elect.  Hon.  Jeremiah  P.  Mahoney,  member 
of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  the 
New  England  Tax  Conference  at  Augusta,  and  explained  the  Maine 
constitutional  amendment  allowing  a  classified  rate  on  intangible 
personal  property. 
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The  afternoon  session  opened  with  an  interesting  and  instructive 
address  by  Judge  William  B.  Fellows,  Secretary  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire State  Tax  Commission,  on  "The  Tax  Assessor  and  His 
Problems." 

President  Kingsley  then  delivered  his  annual  address,  his  subject 
being  "Centralized  Supervision  of  Local  Assessments,"  which  is 
believed  to  be  of  su£5cient  importance  from  the  standpoint  of  the  local 
assessor  to  reproduce  here  in  part : 

"The  reason  for  our  gathering  here  to-day  is  our  common  interest  in  the  subject 
of  taxation.  We  all  have  to  do  with  the  practical  side  of  the  jquestion,  and 
realize  that  in  this  field  there  is  great  opportunity  for  study  and  hard  work.  It 
does  not  take  long  for  the  assessor  of  taxes  to  realize  that  his  work  is  hoth  difficult 
and  serious.  It  can  be  safely  said  that  the  greatest  problem  in  taxation  ia  the 
distribution  of  the  burden  so  that  it  will  faU  equally  and  justly  upon  the  shoulders 
of  alL  To  do  this  requires  careful  study  and  good  sound  judgment.  Often  it 
requires  a  considerable  amount  of  diplomacy.  The  very  nature  of  the  work 
emphasizes  the  great  responsibility  which  rests  with  us. 

"The  different  kinds  of  property  that  we  are  called  upon  to  assess  make  our 
duties  most  difficult.  To-day  we  may  be  in  a  country  district  where  land  is 
considered  by  the  acre,  and  where  it  takes  many  acres  to  make  a  few  hundred 
dollars  in  valuation.  It  may  be  a  wood-lot  that  next  requires  our  attention. 
To-morrow  we  may  have  shifted  into  another  grade  of  property,  and  the  next  day 
may  find  ufi  assessing  land  where  square  feet  are  considered  and  costly  buildings 
must  be  valued.  The  following  day  perhaps  may  find  us  at  work  on  shore 
property,  and  still  later  in  the  week  in  the  factory  districts.  The  different  facts 
that  are  taken  into  consideration  in  fixing  a  valuation  on  these  many  kinds  of 
property  would  furnish  topics  for  much  discussion.  Therefore  I  say  that  in 
gathering  here  to  discuss  the  practical  subjects  of  taxation  in  which  we  are 
interested,  we  may  consider  our  time  well  spent. 

"Another  thing  which  is  most  valuable  is  the  opportunity  these  meetings  give 
us  to  mingle  and  converse  with  others  who  have  interests  in  common  with  us,  to 
exchange  ideas,  get  pointers,  and  to  imderstand  how  other  places  are  meeting  the 
problems  which  are  constantly  arising  and  which  concern  us  all.  Still  another 
feature  which  appeals  to  many  is  the  chance  it  affords  us  to  discuss  matters  which 
will  make  our  work  easier  and  more  satisfactory. 

*^  Before  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  and  the  creation  of  the  State  Tax 
Department  an  association  of  this  kind  had  never  been  attempted.  It  was  a  rare 
occasion  that  an  assessor  of  taxes  from  one  place  ever  met  an  assessor  from 
another  city  or  town  and  discussed  taxation.  Seldom^  if  ever,  did  he  discuss 
questions  in  relation  to  his  work  with  others  than  the  members  of  his  own  Board. 
Of  course  this  may  not  have  applied  in  all  cases  but  it  applied  generally.  There 
were  before  this  time  as  many  different  ways  of  assessing  taxes  as  there  were  cities 
and  towns.  There  had  been  no  general  attempt  to  have  more  uniform  methods  or 
better  assessments.    The  assessor  had  to  get  along  as  best  he  could  and  do  as  well 


40  RfiPOBT  OF  BOABD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

as  possible  under  the  circumstances.  The  short  time  in  which  he  had  to  complete 
his  work  and  the  small  compensation  he  received  both  had  a  tendency  to  dis- 
courage any  attempt  to  better  his  methods  or  results.  * 

"Upon  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  the  assessors  from  one  end  of  the 
State  to  the  other  realized  that  the  new  law  placed  upon  them  more  work  and 
greater  responsibihties.  They  were  now  obliged  to  place  separate  valuations  on 
land  and  improvements,  and  to  separate  tangible  from  intangible  personal  prop- 
erty. This  started  them  on  their  inquiry  and  an  exchaQge  of  ideas  and  informa- 
tion began  to  take  place  between  the  different  Boards.  From  this  sprang  the 
idea  Bud  formation  of  this  association. 

"Gentlemen,  since  its  formation  what  have  been  the  results?  The  spirit  of 
the  assessor  which  formerly  was  alive  only  during  the  time  in  which  he  was 
engaged  upon  his  assessment,  and  which  lay  dormant  the  remainder  of  the  year 
has  become  permanently  active.  It  Uves  now  all  the  year  around,  and  not  only 
during  the  few  days  or  weeks  in  which  he  is  actually  at  work.  The  subject 
of  taxation  is  now  a  vital  one  to  him  and  it  occupies  his  spare  moments.  He 
sees  new  ways  to  better  his  work  which  he  could  not  see  before. 

"One  of  the  great  facts  that  tHe  local  assessor  has  come  to  realize  is  that  few 
of  us  can  make  the  subject  of  taxation  a  life  work,  or  can  devote  any  great  amount 
of  extended  study  to  the  subject.  Often  the  term  of  the  assessor  is  too  short, 
and  his  compensation  will  not  warrant  it.  He  also  sees  that  not  only  his  town, 
but  the  State  is  directly  interested  in  his  work.  Low  valuation  in  one  town  and  a 
high  valuation  in  another  do  not  promote  justice  or  equity.  The  State  must  be 
considered  because  of  its  interest  in  local  valuations,  although  it  has  no  direct 
power  or  supervision  over  local  assessments. 

"Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  the  State  more  directly  represented  in  local 
assessments,  and  for  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to  have  supervision  over 
our  work? 

"Section  4  of  the  Tax  Act  reads:  'The  Tax  Commissioners  may  visit  any 
city  or  town  to  inspect  the  work  of  the  local  assessors  and  to  confer  with,  advise, 
and  give  them  information  and  request  of  them  such  action  as  will  tend  to  produce 
uniformity  of  valuation  and  assessment  throughout  the  State.' 

"This  section  does  not  go  far  enough.  It  should  give  the  Commissioners 
inore  power,  such  as  the  power  to  direct  reassessments  if  necessary,  when  in  their 
opinion  the  local  assessment  or  any  part  thereof  is  unjust  or  on  a  too  high  or  low 
valuation.  This  question  is  receiving  serious  consideration  in  several  States, 
and  it  will  not  be  long  before  these  states  take  active  measures  to  give  their  com- 
missioners more  authority  over  local  assessors.  Many  states  have  already 
adopted  this  principle. 

"Let  me  in  a  brief  way  indicate  some  of  the  benefits  that  would  result  from 
this  supervisory  power  if  given  to  the  Commissioners: 

"  1st.  It  would  in  a  short  time  have  a  tendency  to  make  a  more  even  valuation 
throughout  the  State.  This  would  in  the  end  benefit  us  all.  A  comparison  of 
the  percentage  of  valuation  used  by  the  different  localities  at  once  shows  that 
there  is  no  equality  among  them.  Either  some  are  being  valued  too  high  or  some 
of  them  need  a  radical  increase  in  valuation.  The  town  of  South  Kingstown  may 
be  taken  as  an  example  of  how  low  the  valuation  has  been  in  the  past.  This  year 
the  valuation  has  been  raised  some  50  per  cent.,  and  yet  there  is  no  apparent 
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over-valuation.  Would  it  not  be  of  advantage  to  us  if  we  could  be  shown  where 
our  valuations  were  at  fault?    State  supervision  would  accomplish  this  good  result. 

"2nd.  It  would  make  the  methods  of  valuation  throughout  the  State  more 
nearly  alike.  One  town  would  soon  be  using  the  methods  which  another  used,  and 
in  a  short  time  the  entire  system  of  assessment  would  reach  a  better  and  more 
busmesB-like  plane.  It  would  result  in  discarding  those  methods  which  were 
ineffectual)  and  substitute  those  which  had  been  tried  and  proved  beneficial 
and  successful. 

"3rd.  It  would  make  the  State  a  party  to  yovir  assessments.  Many  of  us 
fail  to  attach  much  importance  to  the  State 's  share  in  our  taxes.  This  should  not 
be,  as  the  State's  interest  should  be  considered  as  well  as  our  own  localities. 

''4th.  It  would  materially  assist  the  local  assessor.  Many  boards  have  not 
the  assistance  of  city  or  town  solicitors,  and  if  legal  advise  on  a  question  is  desired 
they  must  obtain  it  often  at  their  own  expense.  Rather  than  do  this  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  them  to  get  along  the  best  they  can  under  the  circumstances  and 
trust  to  luck  to  see  them  through. 

"The  membership  of  boards  of  assessors  is  constantly  changing,  and  about 
the  time  an  assessor  has  had  enough  experience  to  make  him  valuable  some  local 
tax  dodger  or  dissatisfied  tax-payer  gets  up  a  little  opposition,  and  off  comes  his 
official  head.  Then  again  it  often  happens  that  some  one  is  escaping  his  just 
assessment  and  the  local  board  hesitates  to  raise  him  to  what  they  think  fair. 
Tliey  may  perhaps  lack  the  courage  to  brave  the  storm  of  abuse  and  wrath 
that  would  follow  if  they  made  the  raise.  If  we  had  State  supervision  the  local 
assessor  would  be  strengthened  by  the  realization  that  he  has  some  one  back  of 
him  to  support  him  in  his  attempt  to  faithfully  and  impartially  perform  his 
duty.     In  all  the  instances  I  have  cited  the  fact  of  supervision  would  help. 

"Take  the  subject  of  assessment  of  automobiles  as  assessed  by  local  boards 
throughout  the  State.  This  kind  of  personal  property  is  often  claimed  to  be 
taxed  unfairly  by  the  local  boards,  and  it  is  even  claimed  that  it  has  more  than 
its  just  proportion  of  taxes  to  bear  on  account  of  the  tax  which  has  to  be  paid 
the  State  in  the  form  of  a  registry  fee.  The  methods  and  valuations  placed  on 
them  are  not  the  same  in  any  two  towns.  A  car,  for  instance,  which  costs  around 
$3,000.00  when  new  can  be  found  to  be  assessed  at  many  different  figures,  and  as 
a  result  much  dissatisfaction  exists  among  the  owners.  If  a  system  of  automobile 
valuation  were  devised  imder  State  supervision  it  would  soon  do  away  with  this 
unequal  and  unfair  assessment,  and  owners  throughout  the  State  would  all  be 
taxed  by  a  uniform  method  which  would  take  into  consideration  the  different 
questions  affecting  valuation.  This  would  end  much  of  the  dissatisfaction  which 
now  exists. 

"Another  way  in  which  many  of  the  towns  would  be  benefited  by  State  super- 
vision would  be  in  the  great  assistance  given  them  in  digging  out  more  intangible 
personal  property.  Many  towns  now  complain  that  they  do  not  seem  able  to 
get  their  intangible  list  up  to  what  it  ought  to  be.  With  the  help  and  suggestions 
which  this  change  would  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  towns  that  now  comp]^  of 
low  intangible  valuation,  it  would  not  be  long  before  a  noticeable  increase  would 
take  place.  Intangible  valuation  is  one  of  the  problems  of  the  country  town  and 
how  to  solve  it  has  been  a  question  with  many  assessors.  Just  how  much  intangi- 
ble personal  property  lays  hidden  right  under  his  nose  he  ^{pes  not  know,  and 
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a  share  of  the  city's  expenses,  and  that  it  will  be  possible,  by  the  enactment  of  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners'  suggestion  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  to 
reach  a  large  amount  of  tangibles  now  escaping  taxation." 

• 

"The  Preparation  and  Use  of  Assessors'  Plats"  was  thus  discussed 

by  Mr.  Thomas  Leighton,  member  and  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 

of  the  town  of  Cumberland,  where  their  systematic  use  was  undertaken 

for  the  first  time  during  the  past  year: 

''Assessors  and  tax  officials  generally  agree  that  the  use  of  tax  maps,  or  assess 
ors'  plats,  will  greatly  aid  local  assessors  in  making  just  assessments.  The 
Seventh  Annual  Conference  on  State  and  Local  Taxation  under  the  auspices  of 
the  National  Tax  Association,  at  Bufifalo,  reconmiended  among  other  things  '  the 
preparation  and  use  of  maps  in  each  district.'  Since,  however,  the  preparation 
of  assessors'  plats  calls  for  a  preliminary  appropriation,  a  brief  statement  of  their 
use  and  value  may  help  in  promoting  their  adoption  in  all  tax  districts. 

''As  the  Rhode  Island  tax  law  requires  a  separation  of  land  from  improvements 
for  the  puTi)ose  of  assessment,  the  assessors  should  be  able  to  determine  just 
how  much  land  each  parcel  of  property  contains.  Even  if  the  assessors  had  time 
to  trace  all  deeds,  accurate  information  would  not  always  result.  In  nuiny  cases 
the  ancient  boundaries  described  in  deeds  no  longer  exist ;  piles  of  stones,  stone  walls, 
etc.,  may  long  ago  have  been  used  to  repair  roads;  boundary  trees  or  stumps  may 
have  disappeared  with  the  passage  of  time.  It  is,  moreover,  physically  impossible 
for  the  assessors  to  trace  the  boundaries  of  each  parcel,  even  if  the  terms  of  all 
deeds  were  at  hand.  When,  however,  an  assessor  refers  to  the  tax  plat,  he  can 
see  at  a  glance  just  how  many  acres  it  contains. 

"Besides  defining  the  extent  of  a  holding,  the  plat  will  indicate  its  location,  a 
most  valuable  factor  in  laying  a  fair  assessment.  Property  located  along  rail- 
roads, or  trolley  lines,  or  good  roads,  accessible  to  markets,  or  desirable  for 
summer  homes,  must  possess  an  actual  value  in  excess  of  that  less  favorably 
located.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  increase  of  valuation  arising  from  the  intelli- 
gent use  of  assessors'  plats  will  pay  for  their  cost. 

"The  increase  in  valuation  is  desirable  only  when  it  is  fair  and  equitable. 
The  equalization  of  assessment  possible  through  the  use  of  assessors'  plats,  will 
probably  prove  to  be  their  strongest  indorsement  in  the  opinion  of  the  tax-payers. 
The  plats  will  prove  of  value  to  the  assessed  as  well  as  to  the  assessors.  Their 
use  will  eliminate  the  chance  of  unfair  taxation,  since  each  parcel  of  land  will  be 
definitely  defined.  An  owner  will  be  taxed  on  the  size  of  his  holding,  not  as  it 
seems  to  compare  with  his  neighbors'  but  as  it  actually  exists.  The  proper 
valuation  of  real  estate  is  most  difficult.  Deeds  are  of  little  assistance  since  the 
actual  purchase  price  is  seldom  given.  Many  parcels  of  property  are  carried 
year  after  year  at  a  valuation  made  long  ago.  In  some  instances  the  value  may 
have  declined;  in  many  cases  it  has  risen.  The  re-survey  necessary  to  prepare 
assessors'  plats  will  bring  to  light  all  the  facts  needed  for  proper  assessment. 

"The  increase  in  revenue  and  the  equalization  of  taxation  will  be  so  marked 
from  the  use  of  the  plats  that  it  seems  absolutely  certain  that  towns  once  beginning 
will  continue  their  appropriations  until  all  tax  districts  are  platted." 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  program  the  following  resolutions  were 
oflFered  by  Mr.  Aaron  B.  Warfield,  member  of  the  Woonsocket  Board 
of  Assessors,  and  successively  adopted  by  unanimous  vote: 

Reaoked,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  a  uniform  date  of  assessment 
be  fixed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  a  committee  of  two,  to  be  named  by  him, 
be  appointed  with  power  to  try  and  secure  an  annual  appropriation  of  $100  from 
the  General  Assembly  for  the  use  of  this  Association. 

Besobfed,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
aoners  be  given  superviaory  power  over  local  assessments  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  leoommend  this  change  to  the  General  Assembly  in  their  annual 
report,* 

Reaoked,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
aoDers  be  requested  to  devise  and  recommend  some  method  of  uniform  valuation 

of  automobiles. 

• 

In  connection  with  the  first  of  the  above  resolutions  the  Board 
takes  this  opportunity  to  say  that  it  is  at  present  in  communication 
with  the  boards  of  assessors  of  the  several  municipalities  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  suggestions  as  to  what  period  of  the  year  would 
be  most  convenient  and  generally  advantageous  in  which  to  fix  a 
uniform  date  of  assessment. 

*8eepa^  13. 
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TABLE  I.— Concluded. 
Assessed  bt  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  Under  the  Tax  Act  of  1912. 


M&Dufacturing,    mercantile    and    miscel 
laneoiu  coiporations 

Bank  shares 

Public  service  corporations 

Lesaees  of  oyster  grounds 


Year. 


r 1912, . 

1913.. 
1914.. 
1912.. 
1913.. 
1914.. 
1912.. 
1913.. 
1914. . 
1912.. 
1913.. 
1914.. 


f 1912.. 

1913.. 

914.. 


Reoeipta. 


$534,824.85 

549,723.51 

536,075.51 

70,878.58 

69,710.05 

65,584.18 

200,548.94 

213,223.84 

221,057.34 

13,164.30 

12,737.21 

12,887.35 


♦1819.416.67 
•845,394.61 
•835,604.38 


Per  Cent, 
to  Total 
Reoeipta. 


16.45 

15.87 

17.05 

2.18 

2.01 

2.09 

6.17 

6.16 

7.03 

.41 

.37 

.41 


25.21 
24.41 
26.59 


^Included  in  total  receipts.        See  referenoe  (t)  on  this  page. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pebcbntagb  or  Tax  Assessed  Undeb  Each  CLASsiFicATioNr  to  Tot 

1912, 1913  AND  1914. 


CiTzas  AMD  Towns. 


BarringtoD. . . . , 

Bristol 

BuRiUyille 

Ceotnl  FaUs.  . . 
Chailestown. ... 

Coventry 

Cruistoii 

Cumberbukd. . . 
East  Qreenwioh , 
East  Froyidenoe 

Exeter , 

Foster 

Glooester , 


1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1918 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1914 


Per 

Tax  on  Land. 

Cent,  of 
Total 

Tax. 

Sll.067.87 

27.81 

10,069.84 

22.61 

10.742.47 

22.61 

30,959.26 

33.84 

34.644.27 

83.48 

32.891.43 

33.21 

14.273.43 

24.81 

14.242.15 

24.67 

14.425.21 

24.78 

36.421.73 

22.59 

37.548.60 

22.53 

87,712.70 

21.94 

3,191.50 

28.86 

3.348.50 

29.70 

8,918.00 

28.21 

8,113.10 

17.18 

8,143.85 

17.27 

8,824.50 

17.86 

64,474.60 

27.15 

70.851.71 

27.81 

72.076.16 

26.83 

27,813.88 

24.67 

26,721.64 

24.87 

26.989.28 

24.98 

6,068.50 

23.87 

6.131.25 

23.82 

6.126.25 

28.49 

60.869.34 

31.02 

62.479.71 

30.84 

62.433.82 

29.85 

2.993.65 

55.63 

3.626.58 

57.07 

3.001.20 

57.03 

3.725.78 

46.04 

4.823.85 

46.97 

2.834.32 

45.09 

3.976.00 

40.90 

3,963.70 

40.64 

4,013.87 

89.19 

Tax  on 
Building!  and 
Improvements 


$19,619.2 

19.822.7 

21,879.9 

43.218.0 

48.341.1 

46.929.7 

30.148.  a 

30.162.6' 

30.802.2 

96.368.6 

99.496.8 

102.477.0 

6.719.0 

6.824.5 

6.959.5 

25.823.7 

26.112.5 

26.685.5 

148.075.4 

156.603.2 

164.636.3 

52,288.4 

49.842.9 

50.190.5 

13.406.7 

13.636.7 

13,921.2 

108,078.6 

111,974.3 

117,834.3 

1.417.2 

1.735.8 

1, 471.fi 

2.656.  fi 

3.337.7 

2.224.4 

3.839.7 

3,976.9 

4,535.4 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1912,  1913  AND  1914. 


Per 

Per 

Tax  on  Tkzicible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Gent, of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Penonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

NetTka. 

$5,M2.52 

13.95 

88,603.  X 

9.04 

$39,872.86 

$39,658.36 

8,331.43 

18.71 

6313.80 

14.17 

44.537.79 

44.355.99 

8,645.20 

18.24 

6331.90 

13.11 

47310-49 

47313.71 

16,740.03 

18.03 

1.936.40 

2.09 

92.858.71 

91.517.96 

17,688.14 

17.14 

2,597.60 

2.52 

103.171.15 

101,729.10 

16;t83.51 

16.54 

2,846.40 

2.87 

99.051.08 

97.685.43 

12314.10 

22.28 

282.00 

.49 

57.517.83 

56312.73 

12,753.00 

22.00 

576.80 

1.00 

57,734.55 

56.516.51 

12,455.30 

21.39 

546.00 

.93 

58.228.71 

57,010.61 

26.975.25 

16.73 

1.473.60 

.91 

161.230.20 

158,547.82 

27,667.12 

16.60 

1.944.50 

1.17 

166.657.10 

164.695.81 

29,788.88 

17.33 

1.886.23 

1.10 

171.864.81 

160.926.81 

589.50 

5.33 

560.00 

5.06 

11.060.00 

10.967.10 

499.50 

4.43 

602.40 

5.34 

11.274.90 

11.184.30 

796.50 

6.98 

432.40 

3.79 

11.406.40 

11.253.40 

11323.00 

23.98 

1.964.00 

4.16 

47.223.85 

46.959.45 

11,217.75 

23.79 

1.684.60 

3.57 

47.158.70 

46.850.60 

11,402.75 

23.76 

1.561.40 

3.25 

47.974.16 

47.705.95 

20376.60 

8.67 

4,358.78 

1.83 

237.480.44 

236.676.40 

19.659.12 

7.77 

6.312.98 

2.50 

252.927.06 

252.079.46 

23.952.24 

8.92 

7,915.06 

2.95 

268.579.82 

260.517.46 

31,841.78 

28.24 

802.90 

.71 

112,746.54 

111.654.04 

30,113.60 

28.03 

748.40 

.70 

107,426.55 

106.391.01 

30,193.90 

27.95 

665.79 

.62 

108,039.54 

106.009.29 

3.934.50 

15.47 

2.018.50 

7.94 

25.428.25 

\                   25,193.00 

3376.75 

15.45 

1.996.00 

7.75 

25.740.75 

25.515.25 

4,002.50 

15.35 

2.027.00 

7.77 

26,077.00 

25.879.00 

24.366.84 

12.42 

2397.14 

1.48 

196.211.94 

188.776.34 

25,036.83 

12.36 

3.089.44 

1.53 

202.580.35 

195.078.08 

25.736.27 

12.30 

3.176.36 

1.52 

209.180.30 

201.717.85 

849.45 

15.79 

120.68 

2.24 

5.381.03 

5316.53 

871.68 

13.72 

120.56 

1.90 

6.354.62 

6388.02 

660.85 

12.73 

120.20 

2.28 

5,262.75 

5.212.25 

1.447.87 

17.80 

262.70 

3.24 

8.092.85 

7.437.48 

1390.60 

14.02 

251.87 

2.74 

9.203.52 

8.567.33 

920.00 

14.83 

225.15 

3.63 

6.203.92 

5,795.27 

1,055.50 

10.86 

851.00 

8.76 

9.722.25 

9,610.59 

1366.50 

10.98 

747.60 

7.66 

9.754.60 

9.625.94 

1,111.53 

10.85 

581.80 

5.68 

10.242.15 

10.127.49 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pbrcentaqb  or  Tax  AjsaBssED  Under  Each  Classifigation  to  Totajl.  ' 

1912,  1013  AND  1914. 


Crma  akd  Towks. 


HoikkintoQ 

Jftinettown 

Johncton 

Linooln 

little  Compton . . 

Middletown 

Namcanaett 

Newport 

New  Shoreham. . . 
North  Kingstown 
North  Providence 
North  Smithfield. 
Pawtucket 


Year.     Tax  on  Land. 


S4.787.50 

4.825.03 

5.251.50 

12.654.83 

15.637.46 

10.513.32 

12.979.72 

13.023.06 

13.456.75 

15,030.54 

12.035.10 

12.204.90 

3.657.67 

8.674.42 

8.976.40 

11.053.16 

11.122.91 

11.176.88 

30.772.87 

30.854.33 

30.827.31 

211.507.04 

199,041.28 

214.628.64 

6,255.00 

6.435.75 

6.509.50 

7.843.67 

8.470.48 

9.533.10 

14.636.76 

15.015.06 

14.990.22 

3.726.25 

3.650.40 

3,776.40 

241.661.31 

247,019.52 

252,019.02 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


25.27 
26.20 
26.78 
47.80 
50.90 
33.64 
32.11 
31.68 
31.61 
18.42 
17.94 
17.98 
28.21 
28.64 
30.17 
46.52 
45.67 
45.60 
62.29 
61.16 
60.42 
34.26 
31.86 
31.99 
45.73 
45.67 
46.30 
20.38 
21.22 
21.43 
24.41 
24.27 
25.65 
13.18 
13.20 
13.32 
29.08 
28.77 
28.43 


Tax  on 
BuildinoB  and 
Improvemetita. 


B 

Cent 

Toi 

Ta 


^343. 75 
9,398.12 
10.153.35 
11,113.00 
12.162.50 
13.027.88 
20.002.77 
20.579.97 
21,416.52 
51.108.30 
42,395.64 
42.880.44 
4,678.98 
4.744.42 
4,979.15 
9.253.87 
9.727.60 
9,853.12 
21,092.62 
22.301.62 
22.870.13 
303.694.96 
287.509.76 
319,961.28 
6.394.00 
5,514.00 
5618.50 
21,712.83 
23,401.27 
26,602.35 
29,558.64 
30,841.50 
30,912.66 
14.785.30 
15,002.80 
15,069.80 
444,957.48 
464,049.96 
487,475.67 


49 

51 

51 

41. 

39. 

41. 

49.' 

49. ( 

50. S 

62.6 

63.11 

63. i: 

35. 0( 

36.8^ 

37. 6C 

38.95 

39.94 

40.20 

35.84 

36.98 

37.41 

49.14 

46.02 

47.68 

39.43 

39.04 

38.40 

56.43 

58.65 

59.82 

49.31 

49.86 

52.91 

52.29 

52.80 

53.06 

53.54 

54.06 

54.99 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pebcentaoe  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1012, 1913  AND  1914. 


Per 

Per 

Tax  OD  Tangible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan* 

Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Inoluding 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Fenonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

•4,728.75 

24.06 

$84.40 

.46 

$18,044.40 

$18,600.03 

3.071.25 

21.57 

210.40 

1.10 

18,414.40 

18.100.83 

3.050.10 

20.14 

257.80 

1.31 

10.612.76 

10.256.81 

1.580.53 

6.00 

1,117.60 

4.22 

26.474.86 

26.445.36 

1.766.20 

6.75 

1.151.62 

3.75 

80,717.78 

30.400.28 

6.643.76 

21.25 

1.071.03 

3.43 

31.266.80 

81.020.64 

6.405.75 

15.84 

1.088.20 

2.67 

40.426.44 

40.262.64 

6.565.65 

16.02 

1,070.20 

2.60 

41.238.00 

41.120.70 

6.605.05 

15.52 

1.003.60 

2.67 

42.572.82 

42.464.02 

14.703.08 

18.13 

676.80 

.83 

81.608.72 

81.353.27 

12.021.42 

17.02 

640.40 

.06 

67.002.56 

66.888.20 

12.144.18 

17.80 

651.20 

.06 

67.880.72 

67.688.36 

1.747.08 

13.47 

2.882.60 

22.23 

12.066.23 

12.057.83 

1.731.38 

13.45 

2,725.26 

21.16 

12.875.48 

12.867.60 

1.804.85 

13.63 

2,463.26 

18.60 

13,243.66 

13,242.26 

1.525.88 

6.42 

1.027.80 

8.11 

23,760.71 

23.003.06 

1.552.13 

6.37 

1,062.00 

8.02 

24,364.54 

23,508.54 

1.541 .  25 

6.20 

1,038.00 

7.01 

24,600.25 

23.755.60 

5300.72 

10.01 

1,006.10 

1.86 

58,862.32 

58.732.32 

5.087.62 

0.03 

1.163.30 

1.03 

60.306.87 

50.601.04 

6.106.50 

10.13 

1.248.38 

2.04 

61.142.32 

60,461.32 

55,075.02; 

8.02 

47.110.00 

7.63 

617.387.02 

613.136.20 

62,015.36; 

8.33 

86.167.20 

13.70 

624,733.60 

620,620.06 

57.065.76' 

8.50 

70.355.60 

11.83 

671,011.28 

666,571.82 

1.831. 50| 

13.30 

108.80 

1.45 

13,670.30 

13,616.80 

1.014.00 

13.55 

260.60 

1.84 

14.123.35 

14,060.35 

1AS3.00 

12.00 

480.20 

3.40 

14.370.20 

14.307.20 

5.360.40: 

13.06 

3.652.10 

0.23 

38.478.00 

88.102.48 

5,088.28 

12.75 

2.044.10 

7.38 

30,007.13 

30.622.63 

5.630.85! 

12.66 

2,707.10 

6.00 

44,473.40 

44,166.00 

15,178.20; 

25.32 

676.40 

.06 

50,050.00 

86.468.00 

15.482.40, 

25.03 

522.80 

.84 

61.861.76 

87,417.76 

12.060.40 

20.64 

468.40 

.80 

68.430.68 

57,054.28 

0.652.05 

34.14 

110.82 

.30 

28.274.42 

21,447.02 

0.402.22 

33.41 

160.16 

.60 

28.414.58 

26,740.78 

0.202.62 

32.72 

256.02 

.00 

28.304.74 

26.716.04 

134.170.08 

16.14 

10,281.08 

1.24 

831.080.76 

820,141.67 

137.786.88' 

16.05 

0.622.28 

1.12 

858,478.64 

866,658.03 

137,267.56 

15.48 

0.707.66 

1.10 

886,540.00 

884.726.08 
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TABLE  'VII.— Continued. 

Pbrcbntagb  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  To 

1912,  1913  AND  1914. 


CXTUS  AlfD   TOWlfft. 


Portamouth 

Providenoe 

Riohmond 

Sdtuata 

Smithfield 

South  Kingstown 

Tiyerton 

Warren 

Warwick 

Werterly 

West  Greenwich . 
West  Warwick.. 
Wooneocket. . . . 

ThxStatb.  .. 


Year. 


Tax  on  Land. 


i9.731.25 

9.767.55 

9.804.90 

1.514.841.57 

1.582.467.48 

1.591.537.86 

6.032.75 

5,979.75 

5.983.50 

5.538.85 

5.516.05 

5.646.10 

4.974.37 

5.567.48 

6.553.89 

11.312.37 

10.675.77 

11.850.12 

10.833.64 

11.489.44 

11.447.59 

10.349.35 

12.005.28 

11.099.88 

51,078.68 

45.203.80 

45.203.80 

42.505.50 

42.831.00 

42,945.00 

3.624.75 

2.452.00 

2.700.89 


13.036.38 

13.036.38 

108,427.70 

143,107.70 

142,716.70 


1912 
1913 
1914 


$2,629,605.14 

2.746.500.25 

♦2,774.798.76 


Ptor 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


43.84 
43.26 
43.39 
34.49 
34.05 
33.72 
42.81 
41.53 
43.59 
22.01 
21.84 
21.93 
18.40 
19.61 
18.71 
25.06 
23.08 
20.15 
26.18 
26.31 
26.36 
14.87 
15.59 
15.47 
20.82 
28.19 


34.18 
33.11 
30.82 
64.02 
63.08 
61.09 


12.66 


25.71 
30.81 
28.28 


31.72 
31.59 
31.04 


Tax  on 
Buildings  an< 
Imiwovement 


( 


$7,897.: 

8.169.1 

8.303.' 

1.771.400.' 

1.853.287.  J 

1,910.398 

4.211 

4.480 

4.284 

12.406 

12.685 

12.854 

15.174 

16.979 

20.602 

22,477.' 

22.986.: 

27.269.' 

25.859.; 

26.576.  < 

26.781.; 

33.133.1 

39.469.  J 

39.101.^ 

123.972.: 

81.118.1 

81,118.1 

67,688.,' 

71.638..' 

73,891,  i 

1.563. ( 

1,094.  ( 

1,274.  < 


48.937.1 

48,937.; 

220,557.1 

227.902.  i 

235.608.1 


$3,804,299.  ( 
3.934.824.$ 
4.091,698.1 


♦Includes  1913  figures  for  Warwick  and  West  Warwick 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pebcentagb  of  Tax  Assessed  Undeb  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1912,  1913  AND  1914. 


Per 

Per 

Tax  on  Tancible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Cent, of 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

PenoDiJ. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$1,653.00 

7.45 

$2,914.40 

13.13 

$22,196.00 

$22,178.00 

I.M7.40 

8.71 

2.676.00 

11.85 

22.579.95 

22.561.95 

l,a02.60 

7.40 

2.796.80 

12.38 

22.597.70 

22.570.25 

800.042.70 

10.58 

246,475.68 

5.59 

4.391.760.35 

4,388.416.46 

036.678.03 

20.16 

274.763.92 

5.91 

4.647,197.92 

4.644,063.73 

009.848.28 

10.28 

307.249.68 

6.52 

4.719,033.87 

4,716,106.79 

3.713.00 

26.35 

135.44 

.96 

14.092.69 

12,080.09 

3.754.60 

26.08 

184.24 

1.28 

14.398.49 

14,313.99 

3.217.00 

23.43 

246.64 

1.80 

13,731.14 

13,504.64 

5.841.30 

23.22 

1.369.49 

5.44 

25,156.39 

23,622.14 

5.684.60 

22.60 

1.375.00 

5.44 

25.260.65 

23,756.40 

5.053.45 

23.12 

1.291.10 

5.02 

25,745.55 

24.253.05 

6.852.34 

25.36 

23.66 

.09 

27,024.78 

18.944.78 

4.084.12 

17.55 

861.63 

3.04 

28.392.55 

19.494.88 

7.028.20 

20.07 

837.71 

2.39 

35.022.71 

23.772.71 

4.314.17 

0.56 

7.033.70 

15.58 

44,957.99 

44.746.79 

5.175.67 

11.10 

7.418.50 

16.04 

46,256.68 

45,921.48 

8.878.10 

15.10 

10,805.60 

18.38 

58,803.57 

58.472.37 

3.185.25 

7.70 

1,492.18 

3.60 

41,370.43 

41.167.43 

3.907.25 

8.05 

1,699.94 

3.89 

43.672.60 

43.470.60 

3.776.00 

8.60 

1.430.34 

3.29 

43.435.24 

43.255.74 

23.153.00 

33.26 

2.970.00 

4.27 

60,606.00 

69.037.35 

22,838.40 

20.66 

2,692.88 

3.50 

77,006.06 

76.348.66 

22.244.74 

20.40 

2.602.18 

8.44 

76,651.67 

74.754.76 

47.460.74 

10.35 

22.809.37 

9.30 

245.321.56 

242.293.26 

14.125.73 

8.81 

19.888.01 

12.41 

160,336.46 

159.585.71 

14,125.73 

19.888.01 

160,336.45 

1P9.585.71 

7.507.50 

6.11 

6.660.40 

5.36 

124,351.00 

120,023.40 

8.562.00 

6.62 

6.311.20 

4.88 

120.342.70 

122,606.20 

16442.60 

11.50 

6.368.40 

4.57 

130.352.40 

125.118.90 

435.00 

7.70 

38.80 

.68 

5.661.55 

5,604.55 

302.50 

7.78 

38.80 

.99 

3,887.30 

3,844.30 

402.97 

0.12 

42.80 

.97 

4,421.28 

4,349.73 

38.477.80 

37.37 

2,522.50 

2.45 

102,074.00 

100,660.00 

38,477.80 

2.522.50 



102.074.00 

100,660.00 

88.627.80 

21.02 

4,333.00 

1.03 

421.646.45 

403,293.80 

88.804.70 

10.14 

4,490.20 

.97 

464.305.45 

451,342.25 

117,070.85 

23.20 

9.231.60 

1.83 

504,636.25 

489.883.05 

11,468.021.57 

17.72 

$387,035.52 

4.67 

$8,280,861.00 

$8,192,392.53 

1.550,900.50 

17.84 

460.516.60 

5.30 

8,602.742.14 

8.604,662.24 

1,576,906.52 

17.64 

405.327.09 

5.54 

8.938,820.56 

8,856,684.15 
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TABLE  IX. 

Per  Capita  Abbebbed  Valuation  op  the  State,  Gmss  and  Townb  fob 

Years  1912,  1913  and  1914. 


Town  ob  Cxtt. 


Barrington 


Year. 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Charlestown 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence 


fl912 
1913 
1914 

1912 
1913 
1914 


I 


1912 
1913 
1914 

1912 
1913 
1914 


1912 
1913 
1914 


Valuation. 


$3,955,000.00 
5,035,558.00 
5,098,200.00 

7,022,900.00 
7,214,400.00 
7,343,700.00 

4,380,550.00 
4,447,250.00 
4,479,925.00 

10,840,015.00 
11,336,165.00 
11,674,063.50 

1,179,750.00 
1,207,950.00 
1,189,900.00 

4,987,785.00 
4,935,760 .  00 
5,004,325  00 

18,957,720.00 
20,482,355.00 
21,408,715.00 

9,839,954.00 
9,790,964.00 
9,824,937.00 

2,822,075.00 
2,850,925.00 
2,891,950.00 

13,115,498.00 
13,531,079.00 
14,029,455.00 


Population 

(EitioiAted). 


PerCai 

ValiuU 


11,5 
1,9 
1,S 


2,555 
2,613 
2,663 

8,980 
9,211 
9,411 

8,260 
8,462 
8,662 


23,905 
24,546 
24,947 

l,049l 
1,057 
1,063 

5,965 
6,029 
6,089 


23,626 
23,9511 
24,2251 

10,371] 
10,5171 
10,6071 

3,557| 
3,633 1 
3,709| 

16,770| 
17,307| 
17,8051 
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TABLE  IX.— <:;ontmued. 

Per  Caftta  AasBBasD  Valuation  of  thb  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  thb 

Yeabs  1912,  1913  AND  1914. 


To 


om  Crrr. 


Yew. 


Enter. 


Foster. 


Qlooester. 


Hopkmton 


JtmeBtowii 


Johnston 


lincobi, 


little  Compton 


Middletown.  . 


Nanaganaett 


[1912 
1 1913 

[1914 

[1912 
]l913 
[1914 

fl912 
{1913 
[1914 


1912 
1913 
1914 

1912 
1913 
1914 


[1912 
1 1913 

[1914 


1912 
1913 
1914 


[1912 
]l913 
[1914 

[1912 
1 1913 
[1914 


Valuation. 


Population 
(Estimated). 


$549,755 
544,095 
538,255 

542,160 
617,278 
613,298 

1,088,709 
1,074,719 
1,100,019 

1,502,350 
1,486,084 
1,471,784 

2,812,163 
3,222,671 
3,120,178 

3,276,815 
3,349,050 
3,455,810 

5,547,631 
5,680,750 
5,749,230 

2,159,912 
2,130,147 
2,155,636 

3,292,105 
3,374,205 
3,393,500 

4,116,440 
4,186,730 
4,259,620 


778 
778 
778 

1,124 
1,124 
1,124 

1,404 
1,404 
1,404 

2,356 
2,373 
2,350 

1,193 
1,203 
1,213 

6,381 
6,631 
6,830 

10,002 
10,090 
10,141 

1,308 
1,326 
1,341 

1,766 
1,798 
2,006 

1,250 
1,250 
1,250 


Per  Ci^ita 
Valuation. 


$706.62 
699.35 
691.84 

482.34 
549.18 
545.63 

775.43 
765.47 
783,49 

637.66 
626.25 
626.29 

2,357.22 
2,678.86 
2,572.28 

513.52 
505.06 
505.97 

554.65 
563.01 
566.93 

1,651.30 
1,606.45 
1,607.48 

1,864.16 
1,876.64 
1,691.67 

3,293 .  15 
3,349.38 
3,407.70 


6& 
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TABLE  DC.— Continued. 
Pbb  Capita  Abbbbbbd  Valuation  op  thb  State,  Gitibs  and  Towns  for  i 

YBAB8   1912,  1913   AND   1914. 


Towx  OB  Cirr. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown, 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Portsmouth 


Providence . 


Richmond 


Scituate 


[1912 
]  1913 
[l914 


1912 
1913 
1914 


[1912 
{1913 
1 1914 

[1912 
I  1913 
[l914 


1912 
1913 
1914 

1912 
1913 
1914 


1912 
1913 
1914 


[1912 
I  1913 
[1914 

[1912 
]l913 
[l914 


Vahuiion. 


$53,397,000 
63,296,000 
62,390,800 

944,200 

984,950 

1,043,500 

4,962,065 
4,810,830 
4,822,155 

3,051,600 
3,205,280 
4,907,590 

2,161,325 
2,699,452 


52,198,355 
53,741,070 
55,474,433 

3,939,200 
3,983,325 
3,995,275 

312,253,580 
333,495,620 
344,011,760 

1,228,385 
1,459,035 
1,387,460 

2,567,638 
2,580,690 
2,617,770 


Population 
(Estimated). 


Per  Capi 
ValuaUo 


28,301  $1,88 
28,941  2,1^ 
29,340         2,15 


1,314 
1,314 
1,314 

4,048 
4,048 
4,048 

5,881 
6,147 
6,335 


2,758 
2,791 


54,977 

56,846 
67,732 

2,827l 
2,908 
2,919 

238,5801 
246,553 
250,312 

l,659l 
1,673 
1,678 

3,520l 
3,535 
3,5471 


7 
7 
•J 

1, 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Per  Gafita  Absbssbd  Valuation  of  thb  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1912,  1913  and  1914. 


Town  ob  City. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Warren 


Warwick 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick 


Westerly. 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


[1912 
]l913 
[l914 


[1912 
I  1913 
[l914 


1912 
1913 
1914 


1912 
1913 
1914 

1912 
1913 
1914 


$1,898,027.00 
1,909,421.00 
2.044,228.00 

5,529,554 .  00 
5,704,743 .  00 
7,467,897 .  00 

4,339,370.00 
4,602,060.00 
4,540,125.90 

6,747,350.00 
6,810,535.00 
6,869,940.00 

27,649,472.00 
17,670,203.00 


380,750.00 
390,250.90 
329,700.00 


Population 
(Eatimaied). 


9,221,900.00 
9,330,800.00 
9,508,800.00 

24,561,150.00 
27^:407,200.09 
30,580,750.90 

619,010,208.00 

661,023,374 .  00 

•681,621,644.25 


2,899 
2,989 
2,993 

5,216 
5,238 
5,247 

4,319 
4,458 
4,523 

6,971 
7,187 
7,247 

27,922 
28,641 


481 
481 
481 


8,958 
9,103 
9,207 

40,840 
42,379 
43,423 

574,071 
590,535 
599,688 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$654.72 
638.82 
683.00 

1,060.11 
1,089.11 
1,423.27 

1,004.72 
1,032.32 
1,003.78 

966.48 
947.62 
947.95 

990.24 
616.95 


791.58 
811.33 
672.97 


1,029.45 
1.025.02 
1,032.78 

601 . 15 
646.72 
704.25 

1,078.28 
1,119.36 
1,136.63 


*IndadM  Warwick  and  WeM  Warwick  fisures  for  1913. 
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[Public  Laws,  Chap.  769,] 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commiBsioners  shall  report  to  the  governor  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in  each  year  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith 
present  such  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in 
each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof, 
with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the 
betttf  assessment  and  coUection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary 
or  advisable. 


LETTER    OF  TRAN8MITTAI4. 


To  His  Excellency y  R.  Livingston  Beeckman,  Governor  of  the  Stale  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of 
the  Public  Laws,  approved  February  15th,  1912,  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  fourth  annual  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  P.  MAHONEY, 


Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 


Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  1,  1916. 


REPORT 


The  Tax  Act  of  1912  requires  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to 
make  a  report  to  the  Governor  for  presentation  to  the  General 
Assembly  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  January  in  each  year.  It  is 
provided  in  Section  7  of  the  law  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and 
individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid; 
the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated 
form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of 
taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  reconmienda* 
lions  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said 
board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  information  required  to  be  set  forth  in  tabulated  form  is 
contained  in  ten  separate  tables,  the  same  general  system  being 
followed  as  last  year.  Where  classifications  have  been  made  the 
methods  used  in  previous  reports  have  been  followed  so  far  as  possible, 
thus  facilitating  comparisons  between  the  several  reports. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  State,  the  taxes  paid  direct  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  the  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
the  classified  valuations,  tax  rates  and  total  property  exempt  in 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  the  classification  of  property  exempt 
from  taxation,  and  the  per  capita  valuations,  are  set  forth  in  the 
order  given. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  eleven 
headings  as  follows: 
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To  His  Excellency,  R.  Livingston  Beeckman,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of 
the  Public  Laws,  approved  February  15th,  1912,  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  fourth  annual  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  P.  MAHONEY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  1,  1916. 


REPORT 


The  Tax  Act  of  1912  requires  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to 
make  a  report  to  the  Governor  for  presentation  to  the  General 
Assembly  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  January  in  each  year.  It  is 
provided  in  Section  7  of  the  law  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and 
individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid; 
the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated 
form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of 
taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommenda- 
tions for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said 
board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  information  required  to  be  set  forth  in  tabulated  form  is 
contained  in  ten  separate  tables,  the  same  general  system  being 
followed  as  last  year.  Where  classifications  have  been  made  the 
methods  used  in  previous  reports  have  been  followed  so  far  as  possible^ 
thus  facilitating  comparisons  between  the  several  reports. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  State,  the  taxes  paid  direct  to  the  General 
Treasm-er,  the  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
the  classified  valuations,  tax  rates  and  total  property  exempt  in 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  the  classification  of  property  exempt 
from  taxation,  and  the  per  capita  valuations,  are  set  forth  in  the 
order  given. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  eleven 
headings  as  follows: 


6  REPORT   OF  BOARD   OF  TAX   COMMISSIONERS. 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 

Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

Corporation  Charters. 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

Bank  Shares. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 

Rent  of  Oyster  Grounds. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

*Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources  enu- 
merated in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  years, 
from  1895  to  1915,  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the 
total  revenue,  is  shown  in  Table  I. 

The  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  1915  by  corporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid,  is 
set  forth  in  Table  II. 

The  amount  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tax 
Act  of  1912,  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III,  IV,  V  and  V-a. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  total  property  exempt 
and  total  property  assessed  are  set  forth  in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  all  property  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chaptei 
769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  56  of  the  Genera 

♦Under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  are  collected  such  itema  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  an< 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School 
State  Board  of  Public  Roads,  State  Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whol 
or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and  in  general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appr<j 
priatlons.  These  items  are  large  in  the  aggregate,  and  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  State  revenue 
but  they  are  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the  fisca 
policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several  departments,  aa* 
require  no  consideration  by  this  Board. 
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Laws  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  is 
Bet  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  for  the  years  1913,  1914  and  1915  are  set  forth  in  Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the 
enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  is  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

State  Tax  and  Local  Valuations. 

The  direct  State  tax  of  nine  cents  on  each  one  himdred  dollars  of 
the  local  assessed  valuations  of  cities  and  towns  produced  18.90 
per  cent,  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State  in  1915,  there  being  no 
other  single  source  of  revenue  which  yielded  a  greater  percentage. 

The  revenue  from  the  direct  State  tax  naturally  varies  from  year 
to  year,  in  proportion  as  the  total  valuation  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  varies;  but  a  peculiar  inequality  in  the  distribution  of  the 
State  tax  exists,  by  reason  of  the  provision  in  the  present  law  which 
imposes  this  tax  upon  the  valuations  as  returned  by  the  local  assessors. 
The  State  fixes  the  rate,  but  has  no  authority  whatever  to  change 
the  valuations  to  which  the  rate  is  to  be  applied.  The  result 
is  that  approximately  one-fifth  of  the  total  income  of  the  State  is 
dependent  upon  a  base  fixed  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  muni- 
cipalities. A  town  which  places  a  valuation  of  100  per  cent,  upon 
its  ratable  property  as  required  by  law  is  at  a  manifest  disadvantage 
compared  with  a  town  which  lists  its  taxable  property  contrary  to 
law  at  only  50  per  cent,  of  its  full  value.  Until  this  condition  of 
affairs  is  remedied  the  State  will  not  receive  its  full  share  of  revenue 
from  this  source. 

The  State  tax  due  from  the  several  cities  and  towns  in  1914  was 
1613,041.30,  and  in  1915,  $626,915.05,  an  increase  of  $13,873.75. 
These  amounts  do  not  agree  with  those  which  the  general  treasurer 
actually  received  in  pa3naients  on  account  of  the  State  tax,  for  the 
reason  that  the  assessments  in  the  various  cities  and  towns  are  made 
during  a  period  of  nine  or  ten  months  in  the  year,  and  as  the  law 
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but  this  is  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  increased  earnings 
returned  by  street  railways,  by  telephone,  cable  and  tel^raph  com- 
panies, and  by  gas,  water  and  electric  lighting,  heating  and  power 
companies. 

The  General  Assembly  in  1915  repealed  the  law  providing  for  a 
State  tax  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  rental  value  of  leased  oyster  grounds, 
upon  which  the  tax  in  1914  amounted  to  $13,128.30.  On  the  basis  of 
rentals  payable  by  lessees  of  record  on  December  31st,  1914,  the  tax 
would  have  amounted  to  $12,218.45,  had  the  law  continued  in  force. 

Bank  Shares. 

The  amount  of  the  State  tax  assessed  upon  bank  shares  in  1915  was 
$43,660.24.  The  assessment  of  this  class  of  property  in  1914  yielded 
a  tax  of  $66,714.82.  The  large  decrease  in  1915  is  accounted  for  by 
the  amendment  to  Section  21  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  which  was 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1914. 

Under  this  amendment  the  banks  are  allowed  a  deduction  not 
only  for  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  real  estate,  bonds  of  the  United 
States  and  bonds  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  belonging  to  them, 
as  formerly,  but  also  for  the  fair  cash  value  of  their  tangible  personal 
property  and  "the  fair  cash  value  of  such  property  as  is  exempt  from 
taxation  or  is  not  taxable  in  this  State.''  Included  in  this  latter  class 
of  property  are  the  securities  of  all  corporations  liable  to  a  State  tax 
on  corporate  excess  and  gross  earnings.  The  deductions  made  in 
computing  the  tax  on  bank  shares  in  1915  agrgegated  $19,060,210.14 
— an  amount  nearly  double  the  deductions  allowed  in  1914 — 
$8,942,986.41  of  which  was  allowed  under  the  amendment  above 
referred  to. 

The  authorized  capitalization  of  the  banks  making  a  return  in  1915 
aggregated  $18,325,000,  an  increase  of  $1,320,000  over  1914.  The 
total  capital  stock  outstanding  shows  a  falling  off  of  about  $700,000 
and  the  appraised  value  of  the  capital  stock  a  decrease  of  $131,951. 
The  assessed  valuation,  after  all  deductions  were  made,  was  $10,606,- 
589.86,  compared  with  $19,724,338.50  the  year  previous. 
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Tax  G>iiferences. 

The  ninth  annual  conference  under  the  auspices  of  the  National 
Tax  Association  was  held  at  San  Francisco  August  10th  to  14th, 
1915,  and  the  members  of  this  Board,  who  attended  as  delegates 
under  appointment  by  your  Excellency,  found  much  of  interest  and 
value  in  the  proceedings.  The  discussions  and  the  reports  sub- 
mitted covered  a  wide  range  of  subjects,  from  constitutional  pro- 
visions affecting  the  scope  of  tax  legislation  to  problems  of  adminis- 
tration of  state  tax  departments.  Three  reports  of  special  importance 
were  presented — ^those  of  the  committee  on  Federal  income  taxation, 
the  committee  on  methods  of  selecting  assessors,  and  the  committee 
on  double  taxation  and  situs  for  purposes  of  taxation,  the  last  of 
which  is  quoted  in  the  special  report  of  the  Board  on  new  sources  o  f 
revenue.*    Forty-two  states  were  represented  by  delegates. 

In  considering  the  very  able  report  of  the  committee  on  Federal 

income  taxation  the  conference  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resabedf  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Income  Tax  be  aceepted, 
and  that  this  conference  request  the  National  Tax  Association  to  continue  the 
committee  for  one  year,  under  instructions  to  bring  this  report  to  the  attention 
of  the  Congress,  to  the  end  that  the  intent  of  the  Federal  Income  Tax  Law 
may  be  made  more  clear  and  its  administration  more  simple. 

The  conunittee  on  methods  of  selecting  assessors  suggested  four 
plans  for  improving  the  system  employed  in  the  majority  of  states. 
In  accepting  its  report  the  conference  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Method  of  Selecting  Asses- 
sors be  accepted  and  respectfully  referred  to  the  attention  of  tax  officials  and 
legislatures  for  their  guidance  in  determining  the  method  of  the  selection  of 
assessors  of  taxes. 

Another  resolution  of  general  interest  adopted  was  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  this  conference  request  the  National  Tax  Association  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  investigate  and  report  as  to  methods  of  determining  the  pro- 
portions of  interstate  properties  lissignable  to  each  of  the  several  states  in  which 
they  exist. 

The  full  text  of  the  reports  above  referred  to  may  be  found  in  the 
published  proceedings  of  the  conference. 

*See  pa«e  62. 


14  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

New  England  Tax  Conference. — Rhode  Island  was  fortunate  in 
being  selected  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  fifth  annual  conference 
of  the  New  England  Tax  Officials'  Association,  which  was  held  at 
the  State  House  on  December  16th  and  17th,  1915.  Representatives 
of  the  state  tax  departments  of  all  the  New  England  states  were  in 
attendance,  and  the  progress  of  tax  legislation  in  these  states  in 
recent  years  and  the  efforts  being  made  toward  increased  efficiency  in 
taxation  systems  were  reviewed  in  detail. 

This  Board  was  instrumental  in  arranging  with  the  Economic 
Club  of  Providence  for  a  dinner  meeting  on  the  evening  preceding  the 
opening  of  the  conference,  and  in  securing  as  the  speakers  for  that 
occasion  some  of  the  most  able  tax  administrators  and  economists  in 
New  England.  The  subject  chosen  for  discussion  at  this  meeting 
was  **  Inheritance  Taxation."  The  speakers  were  Prof.  Charles  J. 
Bullock  of  the  Department  of  Economics,  Harvard  University; 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Andrews,  former  deputy  tax  commissioner  of  Massa- 
chusetts; Mr.  William  H,  Corbin,  tax  commissioner  of  Connecticut; 
and  Joseph  S.  Matthews,  Esq.,  assistant  attorney  general  of  New 
Hampshire. 

The  question  of  the  taxation  of  incomes  as  a  modification  of  the 
general  property  tax  proved  a  subject  of  special  interest  at  the  New 
England  conference,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  principle  of  the 
classified  rate,  for  which  the  leading  economists  of  the  country  have 
been  contending  for  years,  and  the  application  of  which  in  some 
states  has  been  prevented  by  constitutional  restrictions,  has  finally 
received  recognition  in  Massachusetts.  At  the  state  election  in 
November,  1915,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  approved  an  amend- 
ment to  their  constitution,  under  which  a  classification  of  incomes 
for  purposes  of  taxation  can  now  be  made  by  the  legislature.  The 
text  of  the  amendment  is  as  follows: 

Article  XLIV. 

Full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and  granted  to  the  general  court 
to  imp>ose  and  levy  a  tax  on  income  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided.  Such 
tax  may  be  at  different  rates  upon  income  derived  from  different  classes  of  property. 
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but  shall  be  levied  at  a  uniform  rate  throughout  the  commonwealth  upon  incomes 
derived  from  the  same  class  of  property.  The  general  court  may  tax  income  not 
derived  from  property  at  a  lower  rate  than  income  derived  from  property,  and  may 
grant  reasonable  exemptions  and  abatements.  Any  class  of  property  the  income 
from  which  is  taxed  under  the  provisions  of  this  article  may  be  exempted  from  the 
imposition  and  levying  of  proportional  and  reasonable  assessments,  rates  and  taxes 
as  at  present  authorized  by  the  constitution.  This  article  shall  not  be  construed  to 
limit  the  power  of  the  general  court  to  impose  and  levy  reasonable  duties  and 
excises. 

Under  this  amendment  Massachusetts  is  now  able  to  employ  a 
uniform  classified  rate  in  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  income  from  in- 
tangible personal  property.  In  Rhode  Island  the  principle  of  the 
<;Ias8ified  rate  is  applied  in  the  assessment  of  a  tax  at  a  uniform  rate 
upon  the  intangible  personal  property  itself;  in  Connecticut  a  law 
taxing  the  incomes  of  corporations  at  a  uniform  rate  was  enacted  by 
the  l^islature  in  1915;  but  up  to  the  present  the  State  of  Massachu- 
'  setts  has  been  forced  to  tax  all  property,  tangible  and  intangible,  at 
the  general  property  rate. 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association. — ^The  fourth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  was  held  at 
the  State  House  on  Wednesday,  December  15th,  1915,  and  brought 
together  nearly  one  hundred  of  the  city  and  town  assessors.  The 
prominent  feature  of  the  meeting  was  an  instructive  talk  on  the  valu- 
ation and  assessment  of  city  real  estate  by  Hon.  Lawson  Purdy, 
president  of  the  department  of  taxes  and  assessments  of  New  York 
city.  Members  of  this  Board  discussed  the  reports  made  to  the 
National  Tax  Conference  at  San  Francisco. 

The  association  voted  to  apply  a  portion  of  the  annual  appropri- 
ation provided  by  law  for  its  uses,  to  the  publication  of  a  bulletin  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pbbcbntagb  or  Tax  AflsnssBD  Undsr  Each  Clabsification  to  Total  Tax 

1913,  1914  AND  1915. 


Crzm  Am  TowHt. 


BarringtOD 

Bristol 

BurriUviUe 

Central  Falla. . . 
Chariestowa . . . , 

CoTentiy 

Cranston 

Cumberland. . . 
Bast  Greenwich. 
East  ProTidenoe 

Exeter 

Foster 

Glocester 


Year.     Tax  on  Land. 


$10,060.84 

10.742.47 

10.508.20 

34.544.27 

32,801.43 

37.224.00 

14.242.15 

14.425.21 

14.354.63 

37,548.00 

37.712.70 

36.367.52 

3.348.50 

3.218.00 

3.180.00 

8.143.85 

8.324.50 

8.344.10 

70.351.71 

72.076.16 

75.133.95 

26.721.64 

26.089.28 

27.081.86 

6.131.25 

6.126.25 

6.195.25 

62.479.71 

62.433.32 

63.934.95 

'3.626.58 

3.001.20 

3,014.70 

4.323.35 

2.834.32 

3.914.86 

3.963.70 

4.013.37 

5.380.84 


Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


22.61 
22.61 
22.71 
33.48 
38.21 
32.84 
24.67 
24.78 
24.65 
22.53 
21.94 
20.80 
29.70 
28.21 
27.84 
17.27 
17.36 
17.24 
27.81 
26.83 
26.49 
24.87 
24.98 
24.88 
23.82 
23.49 
23.08 
30.84 
29.85 
30.03 
57.07 
57.03 
56.71 
46.97 
45.69 
45.70 
40.64 
39.19 
39.39 


Tax  on 
BniVfingi  and 
Improrements. 


$19322.72 

21.870.92 

22.917.99 

48.341.14 

40.929.74 

53.705.60 

30.162.60 

30.802.20 

30.914.03 

09.496.88 

102.477.00 

105.028.07 

6.824.50 

6.959.50 

6.977.00 

26,112.50 

26.685.60 

27.089.00 

156.603.27 

164.636.36 

174.569.27 

49.842.91 

50.190.57 

50.448.16 

13.636.75 

13.921.25 

14.304.75 

111.974.37 

117.834.35 

121.156.40 

1.735.80 

1.471.60 

1,487.00 

3.337.70 

2.224.45 

3.217.35 

3.976.90 

4.535.45 

6.272.10 


Per 

Cent.  01 

Total 

Tax. 


44.5 

46.0 
49.1 
46.8 
47.3 
47.4 
52. S 
52. S 
53. C 
59.1 
50  ( 
60.1 
60. J 
61. ( 
61. ( 
55. J 
55. ( 
55.1 
61.) 
61.: 
61. J 
46.^ 
46.^ 
46.; 
52.! 
53.: 

53.: 
55.: 
56.: 

56.1 

27.: 

27.1 
27.1 

36.: 

35.1 

37.. 

40. 

44. 

45.! 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pbbcehtagb  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1913,  1914  AND  1915. 


For 

Per 

Tkx  OD  Tangible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Cent, of 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptiona. 

Total 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  PezWonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$8,331.43 

18.71 

$6,313.80 

14.17 

$44,537.79 

$44,855.99 

1 

8.6S5.20 

18.24 

6,231.90 

13.11 

47,519.49 

47.313.71 

» 

8,854.96 

18.97 

4.300.70 

JD.22 

46.671.94 

46,437.14 

17.688.14 

17.14 

2.597.60 

2.52 

103.171.15 

101,729.10 

16,383.51 

16.54 

2,846.40 

2.87 

99.051.06 

97.685.43 

» 

10.022.40 

16.78 

3,370.00 

2.98 

113.322.00 

112,922.00 

12,753.00 

22.09 

576.80 

1.00 

57,734.55 

56.516.51 

12.455.30 

21.39 

546.00 

.93 

58,228.71 

57.010.61 

h 

12.515.10 

21.48 

462.80 

.80 

58.246.56 

66.758.06 

27,667.12 

16.60 

1,944.50 

1.17 

166.657.10 

164,695.31 

29,788.88 

17.33 

1,886.23 

1.10 

171.864.81 

169,926.81 

» 

31.112.53 

17.80 

2,266.79 

1.30 

174,774.91 

174.362.91 

499.60 

4.43 

602.40 

5.34 

11.274.90 

11.184. 30' 

796.60 

6.98 

432.40 

3.79 

11,406.40 

11,253.40  • 

830.50 

7.26 

438.40 

8.84 

11,425.90 

•     11.273.40 

11,217.75 

23.79 

1,684.60 

3.57 

47.158.70 

46.850. 50 ' 

11.402.75 

23.76 

1.561.40 

3.25 

47,974.15 

47.705.95 

k 

11.418.40 

23.59 

1.550.60 

3.21 

48,402.10 

48,146.90^ 

19,659.12 

7.77 

6,312.98 

2.60 

262,927.08 

252.079.46 

23.952.24 

8.92 

7.915.06 

2.95 

268.579.82 

260.517.46 

» 

25.298.26 

8.92 

8,675.86 

3.06 

283.677.34 

274.500.34 

30,113.60 

28.03 

748.40 

.70 

107.426.55 

106,391.01' 

30,193.90 

27.95 

665.79 

.62 

108,039.54 

106,909.29 

" 

30.619.32 

28.13 

714.03 

.65 

108.866.67 

108.792.86 

3,976.75 

15.45 

1,996.00 

7.75 

25.740.75 

25.615.25 

4.002.50 

15.35 

2.027.00 

7.77 

26,077.00 

25.879.00 

h 

4,232.00 

16.76 

2,121.20 

7.90 

26,853.20 

26.673.20  1 

25.036.83 

12  36 

3,089.44 

1.53 

202,580.35 

195.078.08] 

25,736.27 

12.30 

3.176.36 

1.52 

209.180.30 

201,717.85 

» 

23.715.66 

11.14 

4.071.00 

1.92 

212,878.01 

212.058.39  1 

871.68 

13.72 

120.56 

1.90 

6.354.62 

6.288.02 

669.85 

12.73 

120.20 

2.28 

5.262.75 

5.212.25  ^ 

691.35 

13.01 

122  00 

2.30 

5.315.05 

5,275  05 

1,290.00 

14.02 

251.87 

2.74 

9.203  52 

8,567.33 

920.00 

14.83 

225.15 

3.63 

6.203.92 

5,795.27 

1,217.20 

14.21 

216.14 

2.53 

8.565.54 

8.410.20  1 

1,060.50 

10.93 

747.50 

7.66 

9.754.60 

9,625.94' 

1.111.53 

10.85 

581.80 

5.68 

10,242.15 

10,127.49 

1.414.38 

10.35 

594.10 

4.34 

13,661.42 

13,510.72^ 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 


Percbntagx  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax 

1913.  1914  AND  1915. 


Cmas  AHD  Towns. 


Year. 


Tax  on  Land. 


IHopkinton 

Jamestown 

Johncton 

Lincoln 

Little  Compton . . 

Middletown 

Namsaneett. . . . 

Newport 

New  Shoreham. . . 
North  Kingstown 
North  Providence 
North  Smithfield. 
Pawtucket 


$4,825.63 

6.251.60 

5.880.00 

15.637.46 

10.513.32 

16.478.71 

13,023.08 

13.466.76 

16.633.86 

12.036.10 

12.204.90 

12.747.16 

3,674.42 

8.976.40 

4,266.04 

11,122.91 

11.176.88 

11,980.40 

30.854.33 

30.827.31 

dO.378.95 

199.041.28 

214.628.64 

241.840.56 

6.436.76 

6,609.50 

6.289.50 

8,470.48 

9,533.10 

9.623.10 

15.015.06 

14.990.22 

15,302.88 

3,650.40 

3,776.40 

5.133.60 

247.019.52 

252.019.02 

260.111.29 


Per 

Cent,  of 

ToUl 

Tax. 


26.20 
26.78 
27.93 
60.90 
33.64 
48.46 
31.58 
31.61 
82.22 
17.94 
17.98 
17.78 
28.54 
80.17 
31.20 
46.67 
46.60 
46.34 
61.16 
50.42 
50.01 
31.86 
31.99 
31.58 
45.57 
45.30 
44.12 
21.22 
21.43 
21.33 
24.27 
25.65 
25  45 
13.120 
13.32 
15.05 
28.77 
28.43 
27.58 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


89.398.12 

10.153.35 

11.319.00 

12,162.50 

13,027.88 

13.481.45 

20.579.97 

21,416.52 

26,038.88 

42,395.64 

42.880.44 

44.922.25 

4.744.42 

4.979.15 

6,143.98 

9,727.60 

9,853.12 

10,676.00 

22.301.62 

22.870.13 

23.551.93 

287,509.76' 

319,961.28! 

369,231.72 

5.514.00 

5.518.50 

5.683.00 

23.404.27 

26,602.35 

27,123.10 

30,841.50 

30,912.66 

31,835.40 

15,002.80 

16,060. 80 

19,002.60 

464.049.96 

487.475.67 

506.519.80 


Per 

Cent,  oi 

Total 

Tax. 


61.0 

61.7 

51.8 

39. G 

41.6 

42.2 

49. » 

50. 3i 

50.4 

63.1 

63.1 

62.7 

36.8 

37.6 

37.7 

39.9 

40.2 

40.4 

36.9 

37.4 

38.7 

46.0 

47.6 

48.2 

39. 0 

38.4 

39.1 

58.6 

59.8 

60.1 

49.8 

52.9 

52.9 

52   8 

53 

55 


0 


.  i 


54.0 
54.9 
55.8 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assbssed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1913,  1914  AND  1915. 


Per 

Fte 

Total  Tax 

Tax  on  Tancible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Cent, of 

Including 
Exemptions. 

Total 

Penonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Penonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

S3.971.25 

21.57 

$210.40 

1.10 

$18,414.40 

$18,109.83' 

3^S0.10 

20.14 

257.80 

1.31 

19.612.75 

19,256.81 

► 

4.327.50 

19.83 

302.20 

1.39 

21.828.70 

21.466.95 

1.766.20 

5.75 

1.151.62 

3.76 

30.717.78 

80.409.28 

6.643.76 

21.25 

1.071.93 

3.43 

31.256.89 

81.020.64 

» 

1.810.98 

5.67 

1.163.72 

3.65 

31.934.86 

31.871.86 
41.129.70* 

6.566.65 

15.92 

1.070.20 

2.60 

41.238.90 

6.605.95 

15.52 

1.093.60 

2.57 

42.572.82 

42,464.92 

» 

7302.25 

15.12 

1.148.20 

2.23 

51,622.68 

61,513.18 
66,888.20' 

12,021.42 

17.92 

640.40 

.95 

67,092.56 

12.144.18 

17.89 

651.20 

.96 

67,880.72 

67,688.36 

* 

13.353.06 

18.63 

632.40 

.89 

71,654.87 

71,489.491 

1.731.38 

13.45 

2.725.26 

21.16 

12.875.48 

12,867. 50' 

1304.85 

13.63 

2,463.26 

18.60 

13,243.66 

13,242.26 

» 

1.806  56 

13.24 

2.437.38 

17.86 

13.643.96 

13.642.56 

1.552.13 

6.37 

1.952.00 

8.02 

24.354.54 

23,598.54 

1.541.25 

6.29 

1.938.00 

7.91 

24.509.25 

23,755.60 

k 

1.730.00 

6.55 

2.037.20 

7.71 

26,423.60 

25.617.60 

5.987.62 

9.93 

1.163.30 

1.93 

60.306.87 

59,601.94] 

6.196.50 

10.13 

1.248.38 

2.04 

61.142.32 

60.461.32 

► 

5.911.50 

9.74 

908.84 

1.48 

60.746.22 

60.065.22 

52.015.36 

8.33 

86.167.20 

13.79 

624.733.60 

620.620.96] 

57.065.76 

8.50 

79.355.60 

11.83 

671.011.28 

666,571.82 

* 

67.822.56 

8.85 

86.853.20 

11.35 

765.748.04 

760,901.12 

1.914.00 

13.55 

259.60 

1.84 

14,123.35 

14.060.35] 

1353.00 

12.90 

480.20 

3.40 

14,370.20 

14,307.20 

1,914.00 

13.43 

467.10 

3.28 

14.253.60 

14,190.60 

5.088.28 

12.75 

2.944.10 

7.38 

39.907.18 

89,622.58 

5.630.85 

12.66 

2.707.10 

6.09 

44.473.40 

44,166.90 

» 

5.702.25 

12.63 

2.679.40 

5.94 

45.127.85 

44,824.05 

15,482.40 

25.03 

522.80 

.84 

61,861.76 

87,417. 76 ' 

12,050.40 

20.64 

408.40 

.80 

58.430.68 

57,954  28 

» 

12341.80 

20.87 

429.60 

.71 

60.109.68 

59,616.48 

9.492.22 

33.41 

109.16 

.59 

28.414.58 

26,740.78" 

9,292.62 

32.72 

255.92 

.90 

28,394.74 

26,715.94 

9,773.84 

28.65 

203.88 

.60 

34.113.92 

32,099  56] 

137,786.88 

16.05 

9.622.28 

1.12 

858.478.64 

856.658.081 

137,257.56 

15.48 

9.797.65 

I.IC 

886.549.90 

884,726.98 

» 

140.869.41 

15.54 

9,274.50 

1.03 

906,776.00 

904,788  90 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Percentaob  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Ta^ 

1913,  19i4  AND  1915. 


Cmn  AND  Towns. 


Portsmouth , 

• 


ProTidenoe . 


Eichmond . 


Sdtuste, 


Smithfield. 


South  Kingstown, 


Tiverton . 


Wsrren, 


Warwick 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich . 


♦West  Warwick, 


Woonsocket , 


Ths  Stati  . 


f 


I 


1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
(1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
I  1913 
I  1914 
11915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1913 
1914 
1915 


Per  Per 

Cent,  of          Tax  on  Cent,  o 

Total    !  Buildings  and  Total 

Tax.       loproTements.  Tax 


$9,767.55 

43.26 

$8,169.00 

36.1 

9.804.90 

43.39 

8.303.40 

36.7 

9.814.80 

43.53 

8,289.30 

36.7 

1«582.467.48 

34.05 

1,853.287.50 

39.fi 

1.591.537.86 

33.72 

1,910.398.05 

40.4 

1.698.198.07 

33.52 

2.087,106.88 

41. S 

5.979.75 

41.53 

4,480.00 

31.1 

6.983.50 

43.59 

4.284.00 

31.2 

5,895.50 

43.49 

4.219.15 

31.1 

5.516.05 

21.84 

12.685.00 

50.2 

5.646.10 

21.93 

12.854.90 

49. 9 

6,370.25 

22.52 

14,002.65 

49. .E 

5.567.48 

19.61 

16.979.32 

59. S 

6.553.89 

18.71 

20.602.91 

58  S 

6,660.45 

19.02 

20,649.17 

58. S 

10.675.77 

23.08 

22,986.74 

49. € 

11.850.12 

20.15 

27.260.75 

46.2 

12.929.73 

21.40 

29.779.47 

49.5 

11.489.44 

26:31 

26,576.06 

60.fi 

11,447.59 

26.36 

26.781.31 

61. e 

13,949.51 

26.57 

32.656.03 

62. i 

12,005.28 

15.59 

39.469.50 

51.5 

11.^99.88 

15.47 

39,104.87 

51. € 

12.180.66 

15.40 

40.723.20 

51.1 

51.078.68 

20.82 

123,972.77 

50. £ 

46.203.80 

28.19 

81,118.91 

50. i 

52.278.30 

28.49 

94,483.98 

51.4 

42.831.00 

33.11 

71,638.50 

55.2 

42.945.00 

30.82 

78,891.50 

53. C 

44,840.25 

29.69 

81,786.00 

54.] 

2.452.00 

63.08 

1.094.00 

28.1 

2,700.89 

61.09 

1,274.62 

28.fi 

3.228.75 

60.93 

1,506.25 

2S.i 

13.036.38 

12.66 

48,937.23 

47.  f 

13.883.11 

13.21 

49,689.40 

47.5 

143.107.70 

30.81 

227,902.85 

49. C 

142,716.70 

28.28 

235.608.10 

46. e 

143.703.04 

27.47 

249,490.30 

47.; 

12.739.338.72 

31.59 

3,028,741.43 

45.2 

2,774,798.76 

31.04 

4.091.698.19 

45.7 

2,944.315.90 

30.85 

4,426.899.91 

46.; 

*Town  of  West  Warwick  set  apart  from  Warwick  in  1913. 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded: 

Pbbgbmtaoe  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1913,  1914  AND  1915. 


Per 

Per 

Tax  on  Tancible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Cent, of 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$1,967.40 

8.71 

82,070.00 

11.85 

822.579.95 

$22,661.95^ 

1.092.00 

7.49 

2.790.80 

12.38 

22,697.70 

22,679.25 

» 

1,682.40 

7.47 

2.759.60 

12.23 

22,540.10 

22.621.05 

930.078.93 

20.10 

274.703.92 

5.91 

4.047.197.92 

4,644.063.731 

909.848.28 

19.28 

307.249.08 

0.52 

4.719,033.87 

4,716.106.79 

» 

909.099.85 

19.15 

310.429.92 

0.13 

5,005.434.72 

5,062,008.46^ 

3.754.60 

20.08 

184.24 

1.28 

14.398.49 

14,313.99 

3.217.00 

23.43 

240.04 

1.80 

13,731.14 

13,604.64  - 

3.201.50 

23.61 

241.64 

1.78 

13,657.79 

13.331.29  1 

5.084.00 

22.50 

1.875.00 

5.44 

25,200.05 

23,766. 40 ' 

5.953.45 

23.12 

1.291.10 

5.02 

25,745.55 

24.263.05 

» 

0.547.75 

23.14 

1,361.12 

4.82 

28,281.77 

28.046.77 

4.984.12 

17.55 

861.63 

3.04 

28.392.55 

19.494.88 

7.028.20 

20.07 

837.71 

2.39 

35,022.71 

23.772.71 

* 

0.752.81 

19  28 

957.87 

2.73 

35,020.30 

23.682.80 

5,175.07 

11.19 

7,418.50 

10.04 

40,250.08 

46.921.48' 

8.878.10 

15.10 

10.805.00 

18.38 

58,803.57 

58.472.37  • 
60.068.84 

7,191.91 

11.90 

10.523.30 

17.42 

00.424.41 

3.907.25 

8.95 

1.099.94 

8.89 

43.072.09 

43.470.69 

3.776.00 

8.09 

1.430.34 

3.29 

43.435.24 

43.266.74 

» 

4.472.34 

8  52 

1.423.34 

2.71 

52.501.22 

62.296.42^ 
76,348. 66 ' 

22.838.40 

29.00 

2.002.88 

3.50 

77,000.00 

22.244.74 

29.40 

2.002.18 

3.44 

76,051.07 

74.764.70 

* 

23.259.90 

29.42 

2.911.28 

3.08 

79.075.04 

78.904.84 

47.460.74 

19.35 

22.809.37 

9.30 

245,321.50 

242,292.20 

14.125.73 

8.81 

19.888.01 

12.41 

100,330.45 

169.685.71 

• 

16.343.22 

8.91 

20.378.14 

11.11 

183.483.04 

182,066.14 

8.562.00 

0.02 

0.311.20 

4.88 

129,342.70 

122,000.20 

10.142.50 

11.59 

0,308.40 

4.57 

139.362.40 

126,118.90 

* 

17.437.50 

11.54 

0,995.00 

4.03 

151.059.36 

130,741.85 

302.50 

7.78 

38.80 

.99 

3,887.30 

3,844. 30| 

402.97 

9.12 

42.80 

.97 

4,421.28 

4,349.73  • 

520.50 

9.82 

42.00 

.79 

5,299.60 

6,220.00^ 

38.477.89 

37.37 

2.522.50 

2.45 

102,974.00 

100,660.00 

► 

38.957.74 

37.09 

2,519.00 

2.40 

106,049.26 

102,747.05 

88.804.70 

19.14 

4.490.20 

.97 

404,396.45 

451.342.26' 

117.079.85 

23.20 

9.231.00 

1.83 

504,030.26 

489.883.06^ 

120.937.15 

23.13 

/        8.882.80 

1.70 

523,013.29 

506.759.30^ 

S1^5.757.02 

17.84 

8400.915.45 

5.30 

$8,074,754.04 

$8,580,709.99] 

1.570.990.52 

17.04 

495.327.09 

5.54 

8.938.820.60 

8.855.684.15  - 

1.003.312.34 

17.44 

500.801.85 

5.32 

9,541.390.00 

9,408.299.24^ 

30 
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TABLE  IX. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1913,  1914  and  1915. 


Town   OB  CiTT. 


Barrington 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Charlestown 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence 


Year. 


1913 
1914 
1915 


fl913 
1914 
1915 

1913 
1914 
1915 


1913 
1914 
1915 

1913 
1914 
1915 

1913 
1914 
1915 


ValuAtion. 


*PopuUtion 
(Esttmatod). 


$5,035,558.00 
5,098,200.00 
4,770,250.00 

7,214,400.00 
7,343,700.00 
7,689,500.00 

4,447,250.00 
4,479,925.00 
4,446,100.00 

11,336,165.00 
11,674,063.50 
12,039,039 .  17 

1,207,950.00 
1,189,900.00 
1,192,800.00 

4,935,760 .  00 
5,004,325 .  00 
5,046,200.00 

20,482,355.00 
21,408,715.00 
22,615,860.00 

9,790,964.00 
9,824,937.00 
9,943,467.00 

2,850,925.00 
2,891,950.00 
2,985,500.00 

13,531,079.00 
14,029,455.00 
14,882,842.00 


2,613 
2,663 
2,982 

9,211 

9,411 

10,302 

8,462 
8,662 
8,086 

24,546 
24,947 
23,708 

1,057 

1,063 

901 

6,029 
6,089 
5,669 

23,951 
24,225 
26,940 

10,517 

10,607 

9,929 

3,633 
3,709 
3,604 

17,307 
17,805 
18,584 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$1,927.12 
1,914.45 
1,599.68 

783.23 
780.33 
746.40 

525 . 56 
617.19 
549.85 

461.83 
467.95 
507.80 

1,142.81 
1,119.38 
1,323 .  86 

818 . 67 
821 . 86 
890.13 

855.18 
883.74 
839.48 

930.97 

926.27 

1,001.45 

784.73 
779.71 
828.38 

781 . 83 
787.95 
800.84 


^State  Census  figures  for  1915. 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1913,  1914  and  1915. 


Town  or  Citt. 


Year. 


Exeter. 


Foster, 


Glooester 


Hopkinton . 


Jamestown 


[1913 
\  1914 
1,1915 

;  I  1913 
i  <  1914 
[1915 

[1913 
\  1914 
[l915 

,  [1913 

<  1914 

'  1915 


[1913 
1914 
1915 


1  < 


[1913 

Johnston {  1914 

1915 


Lincoln, 


Little  Compton 


Middletown 


Xarragansett 


[1913 
J1914 
[l915 


1913 
1914 
1915 

1913 
<  1914 
[l915 


I  < 


1913 
1914 
1915 


Valuation. 


^Population 
(Estimated). 


$544,095 
538,255 
545,805 

617,278 
613,298 
600,312 

1,074,719 
1,100,019 
1,182,009 

1,486,084 
1,471,784 
1,486,533 

3,222,671 

3,120,178; 

3,215,412 

3,349,050 
3,455,810 
3,644,715 

5,680,750 
5,749,230 
5,826,580 

2,130,147 
2,155,636 
2,210,086 

3,374,205 
3,393,500 
3,456,600 

4,186,730 
4,259,620 
4,170,047 


778 
778 
904 

1,124 
1,124 
1,076 

1,404 
1,404 
1,491 

2,373 
2,3^ 
2,496 

1,203 
1,213 
1,518 

6,631 
6,830 
6,693 

10,090 
10,141 
10,149 

1,326 
1,341 
1,382 

1,798 
2,006 
1,992 

1,250 
1,250 
1,431 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$699.35 
691.84 
603.76 

549.18 
545.63 
557.91 

765.47 
783 . 49 
792 . 76 

626.25 
626.29 
595  56 

2,678.86 
2,572.28 
2,118.18 

505.06 
505.97 
544 . 55 

563 . 01 
566 . 93 
574 . 10 

1,606.45 
1,607.48 
1,599.19 

1,876.64 
1,691.67 
1,735.20 

3,349.38 
3,407.70 
2,914.07 


*Sute  Census  figures  for  1015. 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1913,  1914  and  1915. 


TOWM  OB  CiTT. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Ymt. 


[1913 
I  1914 
[1915 


1913 
191,4 
1915 


fl913 
h914 
[l915 


fl913 
1914 
1915 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


Richmond 


Scituate 


Valuation. 


^Population 
(Estimated). 


$63,296,000 
62,390,800 
64,921,500 

984,950 
1,043,500 
1,031,800 

4,810,830 
4,822,155 
4,883,295 

3,205,280 
4,907,590 
5,039,640 

2,699,452 
2,709,982 
2,708,677 


1913 
1914 
1915 

53,741,070 
55,474,433 
56,590,226 

1913 

'  1914 

1915 

3,983,325 
3,995,275 
3,983,475 

1913 

-  1914 

1915 

V 

333,495,620 
344,011,760 
349,120,900 

1913 

<   1914 

1915 

1,459,035 
1,387,460 
1,369,375 

1913 

^  1914 

1915 

2,580,690 
2,617,770 
3,008,845 

28,941 
29,340 
30,472 

1,314 
1,314 
1,414 

4,048 
4,048 
3,931 

6,147 
6,335 
6,780 

2,791 
2,811 
2,805 

56,846 
57,732 
55,335 

2,908 
2,919 
2,678 

246,553 
250,312 
247,660 

1,673 
1,678 
1,458 

3,535 
3,547 
3,342 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$2,187.07 
2,126.47 
2,130.52 

749.68 
794.90 
729.70 

1,188.45 
1,191.24 
1,242.25 

521.44 
774.67 
743.30 

967.20 
964.06 
965.66 

945.38 

960.89 

1,022 .  68 

1,369.78 
1,368.71 

1,487 .  48 

1,352.63 
1,374.33 
1,409.67 

872.11 

826.85 
939.21 

730  04 
738.05 
900  31 


♦Stale  Census  figures  for  1915. 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  fob  the 

Years  1913,  1914  and  1915. 


TOWK  OR  CiTT. 


Year. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Warren, 


Warwick 


West  Greenwich 


fWcst  Warwick 


Westerly. 


Woonsocket 


1913 
1914 
1915 


[1913 
]l914 
[l915 


1913 
1914 
1915 

1913 
1914 
1915 


[1913 
<1914 
[l915 


1913 

1914 

[1915 

1913 
1914 
1915 


1913 
\  1914 
[1915 


fl913 
1914 
1915 


The  State 


1 


1913 
1914 
[1915 


Valuation. 


^Population 
(Eatlmatad). 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$1,909,421.00 
2.044,228.00 
2,057,463.00 

5,704,743 .  00 
7,467,897 .  00 
7,134,965.00 

4,602,060.00 
4,540,125 .  90 
4,595,175.00 

6,810,535.00 
6,869,940.00 
7,067,450.00 

27,649,472.00 
17,670,203.00 
18,075,875.00 

390,250.90 
329,700.00 
356,100.00 


10,443,775.00 
10,652,015.00 

9,330,800.00 

9,508,800.00 

10,398,650.00 

27,407,200.00 
30,580,750.90 
31,625,200.00 

659,944,956 .  OO' 
681,621,644.251 
696,572,284.00' 


2,989 
2,993 
3,284 

5,238 
5,247 
5,497 

4,458 
4,523 
4,409 

7,187 
7,247 
7,241 

27,922 
11,226 
13,302 

481 
481 
509 


17,415 

15,782 

9,103 

9,207 

10,175 

42,379 
43,423 
40,075 

589,544' 
599,688 
595,986 


$638.82 
683.00 
626.51 

1,089 .  11 
1,423.27 
1,297.97 

1,032.32 
1,003.78 
1,042.22 

947.62 
947.95 
976.03 

990.24 
1,574.04 
1,358.88 

811.33 
672.97 
699.60 


599.69 
674.94 

1,025.02 
1,032.78 
1,021.98 

646.72 
704.25 
789 . 15 

1,119.41 

1,136.63 

'1,168.77 


*State  Census  fiffuree  for  1915. 

tTown  of  West  Warwick  set  apart  from  Warwick  in  1013. 
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STATE  OF  RHODE  ISLiRD  ARD  PROTIDEHCE  PLAHTATIORS. 


EXECUTIVE  CHAMBER. 


September  29,  1915. 
BoABD  OF  Tax  Commissioners, 

State  Houaet 

Providence^  R.  I. 

Gentlemen  : — In  the  annual  report  which  your  department  is  required  by  law 
to  make  to  the  Governor  for  presentation  to  the  General  Assembly,  I  would 
request  that  the  question  of  increased  revenues  for  the  State  be  given  special 
attention.  I  make  this  suggestion  in  view  of  the  increasing  demands  upon  the 
General  Treasury  due  to  the  growth  of  the  State's  activities,  and  the  necessity 
for  guarding  against  the  impairment  of  the  efficiency  of  the  various  departments 
through  the  failure  of  the  State  funds  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  situation. 

I  trust  your  Board  will  not  confine  itself  entirely  to  recommendations  for  the 
better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  under  existing  statutes,  but  that  it  will 
also  indicate  such  new  sources  of  revenue  as  will  yield  the  desired  increase,  tend  to 
more  equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  burden,  and  be  in  line  with  the  logical 
development  of  the  system  of  taxation  inaugurated  with  the  enactment  of  the 
Tax  Act  of  1912. 

I  also  suggest,  if  there  is  sufficient  time  at  your  disposal,  that  your  Board  outline 
some  method  or  methods  for  providing  the  General  Assembly,  early  in  the  session 
and  in  convenient  form,  with  information  regarding  the  receipts  and  disburse^ 
ments  of  the  various  State  Departments. 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  LIVINGSTON  BEECKMAN, 

Governor, 


SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  NEW  SOURCES  OF 

REVENUE. 


In  compliance  with  the  request  of  your  Excellency  transmitted 
to  this  Board  September  29th,  1915,  the  following  is  respectfully 
submitted: 

Means  for  Raising  Revenue. 

There  are  two  means  by  which  the  revenue  of  the  state  may  be 
readily  increased.  The  first  and  more  important  is  the  development 
of  new  sources  of  revenue;  the  second  is  by  an  increase  in  the  rates 
of  taxation  on  property  already  assessed,  or  an  increstse  in  franchise 
taxes,  license  fees  and  other  charges  made  by  the  state  for  service  or 
privilege. 

The  manifest  advantage  in  supplying  additional  revenue  by  the 
development  of  new  sources  is  that  it  results  in  a  wider  distribution 
of  the  burden  of  taxation,  thus  tending  to  equalization,  and  mini- 
mizes, or  may  relieve  entirely,  the  necessity  of  increasing  rates  on 
property  or  privilege  which  is  and  has  been  contributing  to  the 
support  of  the  state,  to  which  the  taxpayers  have  become  accus- 
tomed and  to  which  they  have  adjusted  themselves  and  their 
business. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  there  are  available  three  sources 
of  revenue  which  should  be  developed  before  any  general  or  per- 
manent increase  of  rates  is  resorted  to. 

Inheritance  Tax. 

In  a  consideration  of  the  available  sources  of  revenue  for  this  state 
a  tax  on  transfers  by  will  or  the  intestate  laws,  the  inheritance  tax, 
so-called,  is  unquestionably  the  most  important  and  demands  first 
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attention,  because  it  is  a  necessary  part  of  a  well  balanced  state 
revenue  system,  particularly  if  the  system  is  based  upon  the  general 
property  tax  theory,  and  because  of  the  amount  of  revenue  which 
may  be  obtained  readily  and  economically  without  disturbing 
business,  and  also  because  the  inheritance  tax  is  approved  by  econo- 
mists and  administrators  generally. 

Attitude  of  Economists  and  Courts. 

Quotations  from  authorities  passing  favorable  comment  on  the 
inheritance  tax  as  a  just,  convenient  and  proper  means  of  providing 
state  revenue  could  be  carried  to  almost  any  length.  While  there 
are  of  course  considerable  diflferences  of  opinion  as  to  the  reasons 
for,  and  the  methods  to  be  employed  in,  imposing  the  tax,  there 
is  a  marked  degree  of  agreement  as  to  the  justice,  practicability 
and  economic  soundness  of  this  method  of  taxation.  A  few  quota- 
tions are  given  as  of  possible  interest  in  this  connection: 

"Firmly  intrenched  in  a  long  and  honorable  history,  with  the 
endorsement  of  the  leading  economists  of  ancient  and  modern  times, 
and  approved  by  the  present  practice  of  most  civilized  governments, 
he  would  be  indeed  brave  who  should  attempt  to  attack  the  theory 
or  validity  of  any  sane  inheritance  tax  from  an  economic  standpoint. " 
(The  Inheritance  Tax  Law,  Blakemore  and  Bancroft). 

"Modern  states,  more  particularly  in  recent  years,  have  largely 
developed  the  system  with  varied  scales  and  grades  of  duty,  so  that 
it  has  come  to  be  almost  universally  regarded  as  an  essential  constitu- 
ent in  any  well  arranged  scheme  of  finance,  and  seems  to  be  equally 
approved  by  popular  sentiment  and  by  the  larger  part  of  scientific 
opinion."     (Public  Finance,  p.  591,  Bastable). 

"The  inheritance  tax  to-day  scarcely  needs  defence.  It  is  found 
in  almost  every  country;  and  the  more  democratic  the  country,  the 
more  developed  is  the  tax. "     (Essays  on  Taxation,  p.  133,  Seligman) . 

"...  but  after  all  due  allowance  has  been  made,  there  is 
still  left  a  broad  field  for  an  inheritance  tax  of  undoubted  equity  and 
expediency,  as  is  proven  by  the  testimony  of  all  existing  systems  of 
tax  legislation  (in  other  words,  all  convictions  as  to  equity  handed 
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down  from  the  past),  as  also  by  cogent  arguments  of  policy  both  as 
regards  taxation  simply  and  as  regards  social  expediency."  (The 
Science  of  Finance,  p.  560,  Cohn). 

"A  defence  of  the  taxation  of  inheritances  is  superfluous.  Its 
existence  in  all  but  a  few  of  the  civilized  nations  and  in  all  but  a  few 
of  the  more  backward  states  is  its  chief  defence."  "The  modem 
inheritance  tax  is  the  spontaneous  product  of  democracy."  (Pro- 
ceedings First  National  Tax  Conference,  pp.  211,  220,  Prof.  Joseph 
H.  Underwood). 

It  would  be  a  task  of  no  little  difficulty  to  find  a  recent  report  by 
any  regular  or  special  commission  upon  the  subject  of  state  revenue 
which  did  not  approve  unqualifiedly  some  form  of  inheritance  tax- 
ation as  a  part  of  the  fiscal  system. 

The  power  of  the  state  to  regulate  and  even  prohibit  the  devolution 
of  property  upon  the  death  of  the  owner  has  been  the  subject  of 
much  discussion.  The  right  of  inheritance  is  considered  by  some  to 
be  a  natural  right,  and  while  the  right  of  the  state  to  regulate  inherit- 
ances is  not  denied  it  is  affirmed  that  the  state  cannot  abolish  the 
right  of  succession  by  inheritance  or  bequest  entirely. 

David  MacGregor  Means  (The  Methods  of  Taxation,  p.  215) 
sustains  the  idea  that  the  right  of  inheritance  is  a  natural  right, 
and  claims  that  the  rulings  of  courts  to  the  contrary  are  based 
upon  a  restricted  view  of  the  doctrine  of  natural  rights.     He  says: 

*'  So  far  as  common  usage  is  concerned,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
men  speak  of  the  natural  right  of  widows  and  children  to  retain  the 
house  and  goods,  the  title  to  which  was  vested  in  the  dead  father, 
but  the  acquisition  of  which  may  have  been  accomplished  through 
the  combined  labors  of  all  the  members  of  the  family.  Historically, 
as  we  have  seen,  family,  rather  than  individual,  ownership  prevailed 
in  early  time,  and  if  we  use  the  term  'natural'  as  meaning  what 
has  been  customary,  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  the  surviving 
members  of  a  family  have  a  natural  right  of  inheritance.  Nor, 
within  certain  limits,  does  the  result  seem  different  if  the  term  is 
used  in  the  sense  of  what  ought  justly  to  be;  for  it  seems  impossible 
to  disregard  the  claims  of  widows  and  children." 
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Continuing  he  argues  that  the  inheritance  tax  is  not  a  tax  on  the 
transfer  of  property,  but  on  the  property  itself,  and  objects  to  it  on 
both  social  and  economic  grounds. 

''The  general  consent  of^the  most  enlightened  nations  has  from 
the  earliest  historical  period  recognized  a  natural  right  in  children 
to  inherit  the  property  of  their  parents."  (United  States  vs.  Perkins, 
163  U.  S.  625). 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  as  quoted  in  "The  Inheritance 
Tax  Law"  (p.  27,  Blakemore  and  Bancroft) : 

"  So  clear  does  it  seem  to  us  from  the  historical  point  of  view  that 
the  right  to  take  property  by  inheritance  or  will  has  existed  in  some 
form  among  civilized  nations  from  the  time  when  the  memory  of 
man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary,  and  so  conclusive  seems  the  argu- 
ment that  these  rights  are  a  part  of  the  inherent  rights  which  govern- 
ments, under  our  conception,  are  established  to  conserve,  that  we  feel 
entirely  justified  in  rejecting  the  dictum  so  frequently  asserted  by 
such  a  vast  array  of  courts  that  these  rights  are  purely  statutory  and 
may  be  wholly  taken  away  by  the  legislature. 

"It  is  true  that  these  rights  are  subject  to  reasonable  regulation 
by  the  legislature;     .     .     .     ." 

Continuing,  these  authors  comment :  "  We  venture  to  suggest  that 
the  attitude  of  the  majority  of  our  courts  is  more  historical  than 
sensible,  that  no  court  in  this  country  has  ever  actually  upheld  the 
state  in  appropriating  all  the  property  of  a  decedent  for  taxation, 
and  we  doubt  if  any  court  ever  will  approve  of  such  an  outrage  in 
time  of  peace." 

The  opposite  view,  that  the  right  of  inheritance  is  not  a  natural 
but  a  civil  right,  seems  to  be  sustained  by  the  weight  of  legal  opinion 
and  to  have  the  best  historical  foimdation. 

"The  right  of  inheritance,  or  descent  to  children  and  relations  of 
the  deceased,  seems  to  have  been  allowed  much  earlier  than  the  right 
of  devising  by  testament.  We  are  apt  to  conceive  at  first  view  that 
it  has  nature  on  its  side;  yet  we  often  mistake  for  nature  what  we 
find  established  by  long  and  inveterate  custom.  It  is  certainly  a  wise 
and  eflFectual»  but  clearly  a  political,  establishment;  since  the  perma- 
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nent  right  of  property,  vested  in  the  ancestor  himself,  was  no  natural, 
but  merely  a  civil,  right."     (Vol.  2,  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  10). 

Probably  the  decision  most  often  quoted  sustaining  this  contention 
is  from  Eyre  vs.  Jacob,  14  Gratt.  (Va.)  422,  430,  in  which  Judge  Lee 
says: 

"The  right  to  take  property  by  devise.or  descent  is  the  creature  of 
the  law  and  secured  and  protected  by  its  authority.  The  legislature 
might,  if  it  saw  proper,  restrict  the  succession  to  a  decedent's  estate, 
either  by  devise  or  descent  to  a  particular  class  of  his  kindred,  say 
to  his  lineal  descendants  and  ascendants;  it  might  impose  terms  and 
conditions  upon  which  collateral  relations  may  be  p^ermitted  to  take 
it;  or  it  may  to-morrow,  if  it  pleases,  absolutely  repeal  the  statute 
of  wills  and  that  of  descents  and  distributions  and  declare  that, 
upon  the  death  of  a  party,  his  property  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  his  debts,  and  the  residue  appropriated  to  public  uses.  Possessing 
this  sweeping  power  over  the  whole  subject,  it  is  difficult  to  see  upon 
what  ground  its  right  to  appropriate  a  modicum  of  the  estate,  call 
it  a  tax  or  what  you  will,  as  the  condition  upon  which  those  who  take 
the  estate  shall  be  permitted  to  enjoy  it,  can  be  successfully 
questioned.  "* 

History. 

The  general  application  of  this  system  of  taxation  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  in  use  in  all  the  principal  countries  of  Europe,  in 
Australia  and  in  Canada,  arid  in  all  but  six  of  the  United  States,  in 
Porto  Rico  and  in  Hawaii. 

"The  origin  of  the  inheritance  tax  has  usually  been  attributed  to 
the  Emperor  Augustus,  who  is  known  to  have  established  such  a  tax 
at  Rome  in  the  year  6  A.  D.'^f  The  Romans  appear  to  have  bor- 
rowed the  idea  from  the  Egyptians  who  had  such  a  tax  in  117  B.  C. 

The  tax  imposed  by  Augustus  was  a  5  per  cent,  tax  on  inheritances 
and  bequests,  limited  in  its  application  to  Roman  citizens,  with 
small  exemptions  and  allowances  for  funeral  expenses  and,  under 
certain  conditions,  the  exemption  of  the  nearest  relatives. 

*For  a  list  of  declrions  see  "The  Inheritanoe  Tax  Law,"  (Blakemore  and  Bancroft)  Chapter 7; 
ak>  "Tbe  Inheritance  Tax"  (Max  West). 
tTbe  Inheritanoe  Tax,  Max  West. 
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Under  different  titles  and  in  various  forms  taxation  of  inheritances 
has  come  down  to  the  present.  During  the  Middle  Ages  certain 
feudal  dues  were  exacted,  the  relief  and  heriot,  by  the  overlord. 

"But  the  direct  connection  between  these  feudal  dues  and  the 
modern  inheritance  taxes  is  hard  to  trace.  It  is  probable  that  the 
older  dues  suggested  the  feasibility  of  the  modern  inheritance  tax. 
But  no  closer  connection  thtin  that  has  been  established."* 

Germany,  Denmark,  France,  The  Netherlands,  some  of  the 
Italian  cities  and  the  Duchy  of  Mantau  imposed  various  forms  of 
taxes  on  inheritances  from  the  Fourteenth  to  the  Seventeenth 
Centuries. 

"But  while  the  influence  of  the  medieval  idea  is  still  to  be  seen  in  a 
few  of  the  continental  coimtries  where  the  payment  is  regarded  as 
made  for  the  privilege  of  succession,  the  tax  is  almost  everywhere  of 
independent  and  comparatively  recent  origin.  The  inheritance  tax 
as  now  understood  in  most  countries  is  essentially  the  product  of 
modern  democracy.  The  inheritance  tax  is  to-day  found  primarily 
in  democracies  like  those   of  England,  Switzerland,  Australia  and 

America."t 

Federal  Inheritance  Taxation  in  the  United  States. 

The  Federal  government  imposed  an  inheritance  tax  at  an  early 
period.  The  first  act  imposing  a  tax  of  this  character  provided  for 
a  light  graduated  tax  on  inheritances  other  than  those  received  by- 
wives,  children  and  grandchildren.  The  act  took  effect  in  July,  1798, 
and  remained  in  force  four  years.  A  system  of  inheritance  taxes 
was  recommended  to  Congress  in  1815,  but  the  recommendations 
were  not  adopted.  In  1862  an  inheritance  tax  was  imposed  as  a  w^ar 
revenue  measure.  This  law  was  amended  several  times,  and  the 
rates  were  raised  in  1864.  The  law  was  repealed  by  act  of  July  14, 
1870,  the  repeal  taking  effect  October  1st. 

The  income  tax  provision  of  the  National  Revenue  Act  of  1894 
contained  a  provision  for  taxing  as  income  all  money  and  the  value  of 

♦Introduction  to  Public  Finance,  p.  303,  Carl  C.  Plehn. 
tEsaays  on  Taxation,  pp.  121,  122,  Scligman. 
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all  personal  property  acquired  by  gift  or  inheritance.  This  law 
was  annulled  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  war  revenue  bill  of  1898 
contained  a  provision  for  taxing  legacies  and  distributive  shares; 
it  was  amended  in  1901  to  exempt  certain  bequests,  and  the  act 
as  a  whole  was  repealed  in  1902. 

Eariy  State  Inheritance  Taxation. 

Pennsylvania  was  the  first  state  to  impose  an  inheritance  tax; 
the  law  which  was  passed  in  1826,  although  amended  several  times, 
remains  practically  as  it  was  enacted.  This  law  provided  for  a 
uniform  rate  of  5  per  cent,  and  an  exemption  of  $250,  and  it  did  not 
apply  to  the  inheritances  of  a  father,  mother,  husband,  wife,  child, 
step-child,  lineal  decendant  and  daughter-in-law.  The  law  recognized 
the  situs  of  personal  property  as  the  domicile  of  the  owner,  and  did 
not  impose  a  tax  on  the  stock  of  domestic  corporations  owned  by  a 
non-resident  decedent,  and  did  not  tax  the  securities  of  a  foreign  cor- 
poration owned  by  a  non-resident  decedent,  even  when  such  securities 
were  kept  within  the  state. 

Louisiana  was  the  second  state  to  impose  an  inheritance  tax. 
The  law  was  enacted  in  1828,  was  repealed  in  1830,  revived  in  1842, 
and  remained  in  force  imtil  1877.  The  tax  was  imposed  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  on  property  passing  to  non-resident  aliens.  An  attempt 
was  made  later,  in  1894,  to  revive  the  statute  of  1828,  but  the  law  was 
declared  unconstitutional.  The  constitution  was  amended  in  1898, 
limiting  the  power  of  the  legislature  in  respect  to  inheritance  taxation, 
fixing  the  maximum  rate  at  3  per  cent,  for  direct  and  10  per  cent,  for 
collateral  heirs.  Louisiana  now  has  an  inheritance  tax  law  which 
provides  for  a  tax  of  2  per  cent,  on  direct  heirs,  with  an  exemption  of 
$10,000,  and  a  5  per  cent,  tax  on  collateral  inheritances  with  no  exemp- 
tion; the  tax  not  to  be  operative,  however,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
property  has  borne  its  just  share  of  taxes  prior  to  donation  or 
inheritance. 

Virginia  in  1844  imposed  a  collateral  inheritance  tax  on  estates  of 
$250  or  more  passing  to  persons  other  than  the  decedent's  father, 
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mother,  husband,  wife,  brothers,  sisters,  or  lineal  descendants.  The 
law  required  the  rates  to  be  fixed  by  the  legislature  at  each  session, 
and  the  law  was  held  to  have  been  repealed  because  the  legislature 
omitted  to  fix  the  rate  in  1856.  A  collateral  inheritance  tax  was 
again  imposed  in  1860,  and  with  varying  rates  and  periodic  suspen- 
sions it  continued  in  force  until  1884,  when  it  was  repealed.  A 
collateral  inheritance  tax  was  reimposed  in  1896.  Parents,  grand- 
parents, husband,  wife,  brothers,  sisters  and  lineal  descendants  were 
exempt  and  also  certain  bequests  for  public,  educational,  benevolent 
and  religious  purposes. 

Taxation  of  Direct  and  Collateral  Heirs. 

The  following  states  adopted  collateral  inheritance  tax  laws  which 
did  not  provide  for  the  taxation  of  direct  heirs,  in  thd^rder  named : 

Pennsylvania,  1826;  Virginia,  1844;  Maryland,  1845;  North 
Carolina,  1847;  Alabama,  1848;  Delaware,  1869;  New  York,  1885 
West  Virginia,  1887;  Connecticut,  1889;  Massachusetts,  1891 
Tennessee,  1891;  New  Jersey,  1892;  Ohio,*  1893;  California,  1893 
Maine,  1893;  Vermont,  1896;  Iowa,  1896;  Missouri,  1899;  Arkansas 
1901;  North  Dakota,  1903;  New  Hampshire,  1905;  Kentucky,  1906 
Texas,  1907;  Kansas,*  1915. 

Eleven  of  the  twenty-two  states  which  originally  imposed  collateral 
inheritance  taxes  have  not  extended  the  tax  to  direct  heirs: 
Alabama,!  Delaware,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New 
Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  Texas,  Vermont  and  Virginia. 

Eleven  states  which  originally  had  collateral  inheritance  taxes 
only  have  extended  them  to  include  direct  heirs:  Arkansas,  Cali- 
fornia, Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Maine,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Tennessee  and  West  Virginia. 

Two  states,  Kansas  and  Ohio,  taxed  direct  inheritances' originally, 
but  now  restrict  the  tax  to  collaterals  and  strangers. 


♦Had  law  providing  for  a  tax  on  direct  inheritances  prior  to  date  here  given. 
tRepealed  in  1868. 
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There  are  twelve  states  which  at  present  tax  only  collaterals: 
Delaware,*  Iowa,  Kansas,*  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Texas,  Vermont  and  Virginia. 

Nineteen  states  have  enacted  laws  imposing  both  direct  and 
collateral  inheritance  taxes  at  the  same  time:  Colorado,  Georgia, 
Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Michigad,  Minnesota,  Montana, 
Nebraska,  Nevada,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah, 
Washington,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 

Ohiot  was  the  first  state  to  tax  all  classes  of  property  passing  to 
direct  heirs  and  also  the  first  to  apply  progressive  rates.  The  law 
which  was  passed  in  1894  was  held  unconstitutional  the  year  after 
its  passage  because  of  the  progressive  feature  and  certain  provis- 
ions  r^arding  the  exemption  of  $20,000.  In  1904  a  direct  inherit- 
ance tax  was  imposed  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  with  a  $300  exemption. 
This  act  was  repealed  in  1906.  At  present  collateral  inheritances 
only  are  taxed  at  5  per  cent,  with  an  exemption  of  $200. 

A  tax  on  direct  inheritances  has  been  applied  in  the  following 
states  in  the  order  named: 

New  York,  1891 — direct  tax  applied  to  personal  property  only, 
extended  to  realty  in  1903 ;  Illinois,  1895 ;  Connecticut,  1897 ;  Montana,^ 
1897;  North  CaroUna,  1897;  Louisiana,  1898;  Michigan,  1899— direct 
tax  applies  to  personal  property  only;  Colorado,  1901;  Nebraska, 
1901;  Utah,  1901;  Washington,  1901;  Or^on,  1903;  Wisconsm,  1903; 
Wyoming,  1903;  Ohio,  1904 — repealed  1906,  collaterals  only  taxed 
smce  1906;  California,  1905;  Mmnesota,  1905;  South  Dakota,  1905; 
Arkansas,  1907;  Idaho,  1907;  Massachusetts,  1907;  Oklahoma, 
1907— mvalid,  new  law  1915;  West  Virginia,  1907;  Kansas,  1909— 
repealed  1913,  collaterals  only  taxed  since  1915;  Maine,  1909; 
Texmessee,  1909;  Arizona,  1912;  Georgia,  1913;  Indiana,  1913; 
Nevada,  1913;  North  Dakota,  1913;  New  Jersey,  1914. 

'Delaware  taxed  only  atzancera  in  blood,  1883-1809.     Kaoaas  taied  both  direct  and  collatenils, 
1909-W13. 

tThe  Looinana  law  of  1828  provided  for  a  tax  on  property  paaaing  to  non-resident  aliens, 
"Cwdleai  of  relattonahip.    The  New  York  law  of  180 1-1003  taxed  personalty  passing  to  direct  heirs. 

Uaw  ^>pare<it]y  intended  to  exempt  real  estate  passing  to  direct  heire,  but  the  wording  of  the 
>tatiita  is  obscure,  and  by  strict  interpretation  said  real  estate  so  passing  is  exempt  to  all  direct 
^>Bii  aetpt  father,  mother,  husband  and  wife ;  these  are  taxed  at  the  collateral  rate  of  5  per  cent. 
7 
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The  thirty  states  which  at  present  tax  both  direct  and  collateral 
inheritances  are  Arizona,  Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Connecticut, 
Georgia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  South 
Dakota,  Tennessee,  Utah,  Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin 
and  Wyoming. 

Kansas  and  Ohio  each  have  had  taxes  on  direct  inheritances 
which  have  been  repealed  and  never  reenacted.  Alabama  had  a 
collateral  inheritance  tax,  1848-1868.  The  constitution  of  Alabama, 
adopted  in  1901,  imposes  restrictions  upon  the  legislature  prohibiting 
the  taxation  of  inheritances  of  father,  mother,  husband,  wife,  brothers, 
sisters,  children  and  lineal  descendants,  and  limits  the  rate  on  taxable 
inheritances  to  23^  per  cent. 

The  inheritance  tax  law  of  Kansas,  adopted  in  1909,  was  repealed 
in  1913  apparently  for  purely  political  reasons.  In  1915  a  law 
imposing  a  tax  on  collateral  inheritances  was  adopted.  This  law 
provides  for  three  classes;  the  first  class,  consisting  of  husband,  wife, 
lineal  ancestor,  lineal  descendant,  adopted  child,  lineal  descendant  of 
same,  son-in-law  or  daughter-in-law,  is  not  taxed;  the  second  class, 
brothers  and  sisters,  is  allowed  an  unconditional  exemption  of  $5,000, 
with  rates  from  3  to  12 J^  per  cent.;  third  class,  all  others,  no  exemp- 
tion and  the  rates  are  from  5  to  15  per  cent.  It  is  further  provided 
that  shares  which  net  less  than  $200,  after  all  deductions  allowed 
are  made,  are  not  taxed. 

Constitutionality  of  State  Inheritance  Tax  Laws  as  AfiFected  by 
Specific  Constitutional  Provisions. 

Inheritance  tax  laws  have  been  declared  unconstitutional  in 
many  states  because  of  their  failure  to  conform  to  the  restrictions 
and  limitations  imposed  by  the  rule  laid  down  in  their  constitutions 
that  taxes  shall  be  uniform  and  equal  according  to  value. 

The  difficulty,  under  such  constitutional  restrictions,  of  formulating 
an  equitable  inheritance  tax,  which  according  to  modem  ideas  and 
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practice  should  provide  for  classified  rates  and  exemptions  as  well 
as  recognize  degrees  of  relationship,  is  apparent.  The  necessity  of 
exempting  small  estates  passing  to  direct  heirs,  and  the  desirability 
of  progressive  rates,  and  exemptions  and  classification  in  accord- 
ance with  d^rees  of  relationship,  impelled  legislators  to  incorpo- 
rate these  features  in  their  laws,  and  the  courts  when  appealed 
to  on  the  grounds  of  constitutionahty,  while  recognizing  the  right 
of  the  law-making  body  to  impose  inheritance  taxes,  in  numerous 
cases  declared  the  laws  unconstitutional.  The  constitutional  limita- 
tions on  the  law-making  bodies  appUed  to  collateral  as  well  as  direct 
inheritances. 

In  New  Hampshire,  after  operating  imder  a  collateral  inheritance 
tax  law  for  four  years,  1878-1882,  the  law  was  declared  unconstitu- 
tional; later,  in  1903,  the  constitution  was  amended,  and  the  present 
law  taxing  collateral  inheritances  was  passed  in  1905. 

Minnesota  seems  to  have  had  the  greatest  amount  of  difficulty 
in  complying  with  its  constitutional  provisions;  the  inheritance  tax 
laws  of  1897,  1901  and  1902  were  in  turn  declared  unconstitutional, 
and  the  law  of  1905  survived  after  considerable  litigation.  The 
question  seems  to  have  been  settled  by  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution in  1906  which  extended  the  powers  of  the  legislature  in  the 
taxation  of  inheritances. 

The  Oklahoma  law  of  1907  was  practically  declared  invalid,  and 
a  new  law  was  passed  in  1915.  Missouri  attempted  to  tax  collateral 
inheritances  in  1895,  but  the  law  was  declared  imconstitutional; 
later,  in  1899,  a  law  taxing  collaterals  was  passed  and  is  still  in  force. 
In  South  Dakota  the  law  was  declared  unconstitutional,  but  upon 
rehearing  was  sustained. 

The  direct  inheritance  tax  law  of  Ohio  was  declared  unconstitu- 
tional because  of  progressive  rates  and  the  exemption  of  estates 
of  $20,000  or  less,  but  the  court  ventured  the  statement  that  if  that 
exemption  or  any  other  exemption  had  applied  to  every  estate  it 
would  have  been  valid;  it  was  the  inequality  of  the  exemption, 
not  the  fact  of  an  exemption  alone,  which  was  the  determining  factor. 
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Pennsylvania's  direct  inheritance  tax  law  was  declared  uncon- 
stitutional because  of  the  exemption  of  $5,000.  In  Tennessee  a 
similar  objection  was  not  sustained. 

The  Wisconsin  law  of  1899  was  declared  unconstitutional  because 
the  exemption  depended  upon  the  size  of  the  entire  estate  and  not 
upon  the  separate  shares.  The  Massachusetts  Supreme  Court  on 
the  same  point  under  a  similar  ^cemption  said: 

"The  exemption  in  the  statute  xmder  consideration  is  certainly 
large  as  an  exemption  of  estates,  but  it  is  peculiarly  within  the  discre- 
tion of  the  legislature  to  determine  what  exemptions  should  be  made 
in  apportioning  the  burdens  of  taxation  among  those  who  can  best 
bear  them,  and  we  are  not  satisfied  that  this  exemption  is  so  clearly 
unreasonable  as  to  require  us  to  declare  the  statute  void."* 

m 

In  the  same  case  the  court  sustained  the  right  to  distinguish 
between  direct  and  collateral  heirs  and  strangers  in  blood,  both  as 
to  rates  and  exemptions,  saying  that  the  principle  had  the  sanction 
of  practice  and  reason. 

G)nstitutional  Difficulties  at  a  Minimum  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  constitution  of  Rhode  Island  in  relation  to  taxation  says: 
"and  the  burdens  of  the  state  ought  to  be  fairly  distributed  among  its 
citizens. "t  and  "the  general  assembly  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
provide  for  making  new  valuations  of  property,  for  the  assessment 
of  taxes,  in  such  maimer  as  they  may  deem  best,  "t 

It  is  apparent  that  our  legislature  is  free  from  most  of  the  restric- 
tions and  limitations  imposed  by  the  constitutions  in  a  niunber  of 
states,  and  that  many  of  the  perplexing  questions  in  regard  to  con- 
stitutionality which  have  arisen  elsewhere  are  not  likely  to  occur 
in  Rhode  Island. 

Growth  of  Taxation  of  Inheritances  in  Recent  Years. 

After  the  passage  of  the  collateral  inheritance  tax  law  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1826  and  the  law  taxing  the  inheritances  of  non-resident 

*Minot  VB.  Winthrop,  162  Mass. 
tArt.  1,  Sec.  2. 
tArt.  rv.  Sec.  15. 
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aliens  by  Louisiana  m  1828^  no  further  legislation  on  the  taxation 
of  inheritances  was  adopted  for  sixteen  years.  In  the  next  four 
years  Alabama,  Maryland,  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  imposed 
collateral  inheritance  taxes.  From  1848  to  1886  Delaware  was  the 
only  state  to  adopt  legislation  of  this  character. 

The  year  1886  may  properly  be  considered  as  the  date  from 
which  the  real  development  of  inheritance  taxation  began  in  the 
United  States.  Three  states — Connecticut,  New  York  and  West 
\Trginia — ^adopted  inheritance  tax  laws  from  1886  to  1890.  During 
the  period  1890-1900  inheritance  taxation  assumed  a  prominent 
place  in  legislation,  and  sixteen  states  either  adopted  inheritance 
taxation  for  the  first  time  or  expanded  their  old  laws.  The  next 
ten  years  showed  even  a  more  rapid  extension  of  this  principle  of 
taxation,  twenty-three  states  passed  laws  on  the  subject,  and  from 
1910  to  1916  six  more  applied  the  system. 

Twelve  states  have  either  incorporated  inheritance  taxes  into  their 
fiscal  systems  or  enacted  new  laws  within  the  last  three  years,  and 
many  states  h^ve  made  important  additions  and  amendments  to 
their  laws  during  the  same  period. 

There  are  now  but  six  states  which  do  not  tax  inheritances  in  some 
form:  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  New  Mexico,  Rhode  Island 
and  South  Carolina. 

A  Tax  Upon  the  Transfer  of  Property. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  whether  the  tax  was  upon  the 
property  itself  or  upon  the  transfer  of  the  property.  The  decided 
weight  of  opinion,  both  legal  and  economic,  is  to  the  effect  that  it 
is  a  tax  upon  the  transfer. 

Differences  between  the  States  in  Classification  of  Heirs,  Exemptions 
and  Rates. 

There  are  wide  differences  between  the  twelve  states  which  do  not 
tax  the  inheritances  of  direct  heirs,  as  to  what  transfers  are  taxed, 
and  as  to  the  rates  imposed  and  exemptions  allowed.    In  some  states 
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grandparents,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  uncles  and  aunts  are  included 
in  the  exempt  class;  in  others  the  exemption  is  confined  to  father, 
mother,  husband,  wife,  adopted  child  and  direct  lineal  descendants 
of  the  testator. 

Four  states  allow  no  exemptions  and  have  a  flat  rate  of  5  per  cent., 
and  their  classifications  of  exempt  heirs  are  not  very  dissimilar. 
Delaware  has  four  classes,  four  rates  and  a  flat  exemption  of  $500. 
Texas  has  three  classes,  three  progressive  rates  and  exemptions  of 
$2,000,  $1,000  and  $500  according  to  class. 

In  the  states  imposing  a  tax  on  direct  inheritances  the  practices 
are  very  dissimilar,  classes,  rates  and  exemptions  var3dng  between 
wide  limits. 

CaUfomia  and  Minnesota  afford  perhaps  the  best  examples  of 
highly  differentiated  classifications  as  to  relationship,  exemptions, 
rates  and  the  points  at  which  the  highest  rates  apply. 

In  California  in  the  class  of  direct  heirs  are  included  lineal  ancestors 
of  decedent,  husband  or  wife,  lineal  issue,  adopted  or  acknowledged 
child,  lineal  issue  of  either.  In  this  claj9S  the  exemption  of  widow  or 
minor  child  is  $24,000  and  $10,000  to  others.  The  rate  on  $25,000 
or  less  is  1  per  cent.;  $25,000  to  $50,000,  2  per  cent.  The  maximum 
rate  of  15  per  cent,  is  reached  at  $1,000,000,  and  all  sums  in  excess 
of  this  amount  are  taxed  at  this  rate.  Collateral  heirs  are  divided 
into  two  classes,  with  exemptions  of  $2,000  and  $1,000  according  to 
nearness  of  relationship.  Strangers  in  blood  are  allowed  an  exemption 
of  $500.  The  initial  rates  for  these  three  classes  are  3,  4  and  5  per 
cent.,  respectively.  The  maximum  rate  in  the  case  of  collateral 
heirs  applies  to  amounts  over  $1,000,000,  and  these  rates  are  25  and 
30  per  cent.,  respectively.  The  maximum  rate  applying  to  strangers 
in  blood  is  30  per  cent.,  but  it  applies  to  amounts  over  $500,000. 

In  Minnesota  the  highest  rate  applies  to  inheritances  of  over 
$100,000  and  in  the  case  of  a  wife  or  lineal  issue  it  is  3  percent.; 
husband,  adopted  or  acjmowledged  child  or  the  issue  of  the  same 
4i}/i  per  cent.  The  same  rate  applies  to  lineal  ancestors,  but  the 
exemption  in  that  case  is  but  $3,000  instead  of  $10,000  as  in  the 
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first  two  classes.  In  the  case  of  brother,  sister,  nephew,  niece,  son-in- 
law  or  daughter-in-law  the  exemption  is  reduced  to  $1,000  and  the 
maximum  rate  is  9  per  cent.  In  the  next  class,  which  comprises 
uncles,  aimts  or  descendants  of  same,  the  exemption  is  reduced 
to  $250  and  the  maximum  rate  is  12  per  cent. ;  for  strangers  in  blood 
the  maximum  rate  is  15  per  cent. 

Tennessee  affords  an  example  of  the  simpler  classification.  There 
are  but  two  classes;  father,  mother,  husband,  wife,  child  and 
lineal  descendants  of  decedent  comprise  the  first  class.  Estates 
of  decedents  less  than  $10,000  are  not  taxed;  estates  of  $20,000  or 
less  are  taxed  at  1  per  cent.,  and  estates  of  over  $20,000  bX  1}4  per 
cent.  The  second  class  comprises  all  not  named  above;  there  is 
no  tax  on  estates  of  less  than  $250,  and  for  estates  greater  in  value 
the  tax  is  5  x>er  cent. 

The  lowest  initial  rate  applied  in  any  state  to  direct  heirs  is  1  per 
cent,  and  the  highest  2  per  cent.  The  lowest  ultimate  rate  is  1  per 
cent,  and  the  highest  15  per  cent,  for  the  first  class.  As  these  classes 
vary  to  a  great  extent,  and  as  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  amoimt 
of  exemption  allowed,  the  rates  alone  do  not  offer  a  very  satisfactory 
basis  for  comparison. 

Methods  of  Qassifying  Heirs. 

There  are  very  wide  differences  between  the  several  states  in 
methods  of  classification.  In  those  states  which  are  said  to  tax 
collaterals  only,  we  find  considerable  differences  as  to  what  constitutes 
direct  heirship.  Some  states  include  lineal  ancestors,  sons-in-law 
and  daughters-in-law  in  the  exempt  class,  while  others  do  not.  In 
the  Kentucky  law  father,  mother,  husband,  wife,  lawful  issue, 
son-in-law,  daughter-in-law,  adopted  child  and  lineal  descendant  of 
decedent  are  exempt,  and  all  others  are  taxed  at  the  same  rate  and 
the  same  exemption  is  allowed. 

In  Delaware  the  exempt  class  includes  father,  mother,  grandfather, 
grandmother,  wife,  husband,  child,  adopted  child  and  lineal  descend- 
ants, but  collaterals  are  divided  into  three  classes  and  different 
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rates  applied,  and  "all  others"  are  taxed  at  still  a  di£ferent  rate  and 
allowed  less  exemption  than  the  other  classes. 

States  taxing  direct  inheritances  show  a  similar  difference  in  classi- 
fication. Arkansas  taxes  the  inheritance  of  father,  mother,  husband, 
wife,  child,  brother,  sister,  son-in-law,  daughter-in-law,  adopted  or 
acknowledged  child  at  the  lowest  rates,  distinguishing  between 
members  of  this  class  as  to  exemptions,  and  places  all  others  in  the 
second  class.  Tennessee  limits  the  first  class  to  father,  mother, 
husband,  wife,  child  and  lineal  descendants,  placing  all  others  in  the 
second  class. 

Massachusetts  affojrds  an  example  of  a  wide  extension  of  the 
membership  in  the  first  class:  husband,  wife,  lineal  ancestor,  lineal 
descendant,  adopted  child,  lineal  descendant  of  same,  adoptive 
parent,  lineal  ancestor  of  same,  son-in-law  or  daughter-in-law.  The 
second  class  is  composed  of  brothers,  sisters,  of  full  or  half  blood, 
nephews  and  nieces,  all  others  being  in  the  third  class.  In  some 
states  uncles  and  au^ts  are  in  one  class  and  great  uncles  and  great 
aunts  in  another.  No  general  rule  as  to  classification  is  foimd  and 
no  two  states  seem  to  be  exactly  alike  in  methods  of  classification. 
Some  form  of  classification  is  f oimd  in  all  states  imposing  inheritance 
taxes  but  one,  and  the  principle  is  amply  sustained  both  from  the 
legal  and  economic  standpoint. 

Progressive  Rates. 

The  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  progressive  inheritance 
tax  was  settled  definitely  in  cases  brought  under  the  Illinois  statute 
of  1895.  This  law  providing  for  progressive  rates  to  distant  rela- 
tions and  strangers  was  upheld  both  by  the  state  courts  and  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.*  The  positive  determination 
of  this  question  was  followed  by  a  rapid  application  of  the  pro- 
gressive principle  in  a  number  of  states,  and  progressive  rates  are 
now  applied  to  oue  or  more  classes  in  the  following  states:  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiiana 


*Eooheflperger  ▼■.  Drake,  167  Dl..  122;  Magoon  v«.  Trust  A  Sayingi  Bank,  170  U.  S.,  288. 


/ 


BEPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS.  57 

Kansas,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma, 
Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Washington,  West 
Viiginia  and  Wisconsin. 

The  states  imposing  inheritance  taxes  which  do  not  employ 
progressive  rates  are:  Delaware,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Louis- 
iana, Maryland,  Michigan,  Missouri,  Montana,  New  Hampshire, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Vermont,  Virginia  and  Wyoming. 

The  principles  of  progressive  rates,  the  classification  of  relationship 
and  the  graduation  of  exemptions  according  to  relationship  have 
found  such  general  application  in  the  practices  of  the  several  states 
that  they  do  not  seem  to  require  further  justification. 

"To  make  a  distinction  between  cqllateral  kindred  or  strangers 
in  blood  and  kindred  in  the  direct  line  in  reference  to  the  assessment 
of  such  a  tax,  either  by  exempting  the  kindred  in  the  direct  line  or  by 
imposing  on  collaterals  and  strangers  a  higher  rate  of  taxation,  has 
the  sanction  of  nearly  all  states  which  have  levied  taxes  of  this  kind."* 

The  General  Tendency. 

Notwithstanding  this  great  variation  in  details  above  referred  to 
a  decided  general  trend  is  apparent.  All  states  taxing  direct  in- 
heritances allow  some  exemptions.  These  exemptions  vary  in 
amounts  for  members  of  the  first  class  from  S3,000  to  $24,000,  and 
there  are  but  four  states — ^Missouri,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont  and 
Viiginia — ^which  do  not  allow  some  exemption,  and  these  states  do 
not  tax  direct  inheritances.  There  seems  to  be  a  considerable 
agreement,  so  far  as  can  be  determined  by  the  different  practices, 
that  direct  and  collateral  heirs  and  strangers  in  blood  should  have 
different  amoimts  of  exemption  allowed,  dimishing  as  the  degree  of 
relationship  becomes  more  remote,  and  thirty  of  the  forty-two  states 
taxing  inheritances  apply  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  this  principle. 

Classification  according  to  relationship  is  found  in  every  state 
taxing  inheritances,  except  Utah)  which  has  one  class,  an  exemption 
of  $10,000  applying  to  the  whole  estate,  and  progressive  rates. 

*Mxiiofe  VB.  Winthrop,  162  Mmb. 
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The  great  majority  of  states  employ  progressive  rates  varying  both 
in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  the  inheritance  and  the  remote- 
ness of  relationship.  There  is  no  uniformity  of  practice  either  as 
regards  the  rate  of  progression  or  as  to  the  point  at  which  the  maxi- 
mum rate  is  applied,  or  as  to  what  point  in  relationship  the  rate,  or 
exemption,  or  both,  is  changed.  The  general  acceptance,  however, 
of  the  principles  that  small  inheritances  to  direct  heirs  should  be 
exempt,  that  the  rates  should  be  progressive  both  as  regards  the 
amount  of  the  inheritance  and  according  to  the  degree  of  relation- 
ship, that  exemptions  should  be  graduated  according  to  relationship, 
And  that  the  maximum  rate  should  apply  to  the  excess  over  a  certain 
£xed  amount,  is  worthy  of  attention. 

The  Question  of  Situs  for  purposes  of  taxation  and  the  Danger  of 
Double  TaxaticMi. 

There  is  little  interstate  comity  in  the  taxation  of  inheritances, 
and  a  resultant  double  taxation  in  many  cases.  The  proper  situs 
of  taxation  for  real  estate  is  recognized  as  the  location  of  the  property. 
The  real  difficulty  appears  in  the  taxation  of  transfers  of  intangible 
property.  Serious  elBEorts  have  been  made  by  some  states  to  avoid 
double  taxation  by  the  introduction  into  their  laws  of  so-called 
"reciprocal  clauses, "  which  provide  for  a  relief  from  taxation  of 
property  taxed  in  another  state  in  a  similar  manner;  but  if  the  rates 
are  dissimilar  and  the  foreign  rate  is  less  they  impose  a  tax  at  a  rate 
which  represents  the  difference  between  the  two  rates.  Some  states 
impose  the  tax  upon  corporate  securities  owned  by  a  non-resident 
decedent  kept  within  the  state,  whether  the  corporation  is  chartered 
within  the  state  or  not.  In  some  instances  transfers  of  the  securi- 
ties  of  domestic  corporations  are  taxed  regardless  of  the  physical 
location  of  the  securities  or  the  domicile  of  the  decedent.  These 
states  are  actuated  by  a  desire  for  revenue  rather  than  by  any  con- 
sideration of  sound  economic  theory.  Under  existing  conditions 
double  or  even  multiple  taxation  may  readily  occur. 

In  the  formulation  of  an  inheritance  tax  law  certainly  one  of  the 
most  difficult  questions  involved  is  the  determination  of  the  situs 
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at  which  the  various  classes  of  property  should  be  taxed.  In  the 
case  of  real  estate  the  question  is  definitely  settled;  it  is  taxed 
universally  in  the  jurisdiction  where  it  is  located;  but  beyond  this 
nothing  is  positively  determined. 

The  practice  in  regard  to  real  estate,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  inherit- 
ance taxation,  seems  to  meet  the  requirements  of  justice  and  sound 
economic  principle,  and  there  is  no  reason  and  apparently  no  desire 
to  change  or  modify  it.  But  even  here  when  there  is  conversion  of 
the  real  estate  in  one  state  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  legacy  or 
legacies,  it  has  been  held  that  the  proceeds  of  the  conversion  were 
intangible  and  Uable  to  taxation  at  the  domicile  of  the  testator  in 
another  state. 

The  real  diflSculty  arises  in  the  transfer  of  personal  property, 
and  in  this  regard  there  is  a  bewildering  diversity  of  practice 
and  opinion  which  results  in  double  or  multiple  taxation  in  an 
unjustifiable  form,  and  annoyance  and  unnecessary  expense  in 
administration. 

In  any  consideration  of  double  or  multiple  taxation  it  is  necessary 
to  determine  the  different  kinds,  and  to  separate  those  which  are 
bad  and  avoidable  from  others  which  are  justifiable  or  unavoidable. 

In  its  ordinary  use  the  term  "double  taxation''  is  applied  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  oonvey  the  idea  of  injustice  and  oppression,  and  so 
well  founded  in  the  popular  mind  has  this  meaning  become  that  any 
system  of  taxation  to  which  it  may  be  applied  is  at  once  condemned 
without  considering  the  nature  or  effect  of  the  double  taxation. 

An  illustration  of  double  taxation  which  is  perfectly  just  and  proper 
from  both  the  economic  and  moral  standpoint  is  afforded  by  the 
usual  local  tax  assessed  in  this  state.  The  local  tax  and  the  state 
tax  are  separate  and  distinct  taxes  at  different  rates  on  the  same 
property  at  the  same  time.  This  is  a  perfect  example  of  a  proper 
double  tax.  This  tax  might  be  a  multiple  tax  and  still  be  perfectly 
justifiable,  and  the  only  objection  which  could  be  properly  made 
would  be  on  the  groimds  of  expense  or  inconvenience,  or  some  other 
reason  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  tax  itself.    The  test  in 
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this  case  is  the  amount  of  the  tax,  not  how  many  times  the  tax 
is  assessed.  If  the  citizens  of  a  state  prefer  to  raise  the  necessary 
amount  of  revenue  by  several  levies  on  the  same  property  instead  of 
one,  it  may  be  expensive  and  inconvenient,  but  it  is  not  unjust  from 
the  economic  or  moral  standpoint. 

A  similar  condition  is  brought  about  by  a  Federal  and  a  state 
income  tax.  There  is  no  valid  objection  on  the  ground  of  double 
taxation  in  this  case.  Real  estate  taxed  in  one  state  and  the  income 
from  it  taxed  in  another — ^the  domicile  of  the  owner — ^is  also  perfectly 
justifiable  legally  and  economically.  Double  taxation  of  these 
kinds  is  not  objectionable  and  is  probably  unavoidable. 

These  statements  relative  to  the  taxation  of  personalty  hold  good 
regarding  the  ordinary  forms  of  state  and  local  taxation  of  property 
generally.  They  do  not  apply,  however,  to  inheritance  taxes.  If 
an  inheritance  tax  is  held  to  be  a  tax  on  a  civil  right  or  privilege  it 
should  be  levied  but  once.  Taxes  on  the  same  inheritance  by  more 
than  one  jurisdiction  do  not  appear  to  be  justifiable  economically. 

An  example  of  objectionable  and  avoidable  double  taxation  is 
afforded  by  the  taxation  of  wealth  in  one  state  and  the  evidences  of 
wealth  in  another.  A  corporation  may  be  taxed  upon  its  entire 
property  and  the  holders  of  its  securities  also  taxed  at  their  full 
value  by  the  same  jurisdiction  at  the  same  time  and  rate,  or  these 
securities  may  be  scattered  throughout  many  states  and  taxed 
according  to  the  domicile  of  the  owners  at  approximately  the 
same  rate. 

As  there  are  no  constitutional  limitations  upon  the  levying  of  an 
inheritance  tax  upon  personal  property  both  by  the  state  in  which  the 
property  may  be  considered  to  be  located  and  the  state  of  domicile 
of  the  former  owner,  double  taxation  may  and  does  occiu*  to  a  great 
and  even  distressing  extent.  There  are  of  course  other  considerations 
than  domicile  of  the  former  owner,  and  situs  independent  of  such 
domicile,  which  may  determine  jurisdiction,  but  these  two  conditions 
are  the  only  ones  used  in  the  United  States.  Some  states  impose 
nheritance  taxes  according  to  the  situs  of  the  physical  property. 
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others  according  to  domicile,  and  still  others  according  to  the 
location  of  the  securities.  The  legal  and  constitutional  right  to 
impose  each  of  these  taxes  is  clear  and  well  established,  and  the 
economic  injustice  is  equally  clear. 

An  example  of  the  foregoing  is  furnished  by  a  corporation  incor- 
porated and  owning  property  in  one  state,  a  part  or  even  the  whole 
of  the  stock  and  bonds  owned  by  residents  of  another,  and  the  secu- 
rities kept  in  still  a  third  state.  This  combination  of  circumstances, 
by  no  means  rare  in  practice,  furnishes  an  opportunity  for  multiple 
taxation. 

"No  doubt  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  country  and  to 
the  individual  states  if  principles  of  taxation  could  be  agreed  upon 
which  did  not  conflict  with  others,  and  a  common  scheme  could  be 
adopted  by  which  taxation  of  substantially  the  same  property  in  two 
jurisdictions  could  be  avoided,  but  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  did  not  go  so  far,  and  a  state  was  not  bound  to  make  its  tax 
laws  harmonious  in  principle  with  those  of  other  states."* 

States  which  have  large  amounts  of  corporate  property  within 
their  jurisdiction,  with  the  stocks  and  bonds  of  the  corporation 
owning  the  property  held  wholly  or  in  large  part  by  non-residents, 
lean  perhaps  naturally  to  the  theory  that  the  situs  of  the  property 
should  determine  the  imposition  of  the  inheritance  tax.  This  theory  is 
carried  out  in  the  laws  of  a  number  of  states,  and  those  maintaining  it 
argue  in  substaoce,  in  sustaining  their  position,  that  while  the  tax  is 
l^ally  a  tax  upon  the  transfer  of  property  and  not  upon  the  property, 
the  tax  is  nevertheless  measured  by  the  value  of  the  property  and 
is  usually  made  a  lien  upon  it,  and  the  burden  falls  ultimately  upon 
and  is  borne  by  the  property.  They  argue  further  that  taxation  is 
for  the  maintenance  of  government,  and  as  the  chief  purpose  of 
government  is  the  protection  of  property  and  the  administration  and 
enforcement  of  the  laws  of  property,  therefore  the  tax  which  is  borne 
by  property  within  a  given  jurisdiction  should  accrue  to  the  use 
of  that  jurisdiction,  whether  levied  upon  the  transfer,  devise,  suooes- 
sion,  interest  therein,  or  property  itself. 

^Kidd  TB.  Alabama,  188  U.  S.  780. 
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The  difficulty  of  drafting  and  administering  an  inheritance  tax 
law  based  on  this  principle  is  generally  admitted  to  be  great  and  by 
some  it  is  considered  practically  insurmountable.  Mr.  Lawson  Purdy, 
President  of  the  Department  of  Taxes  and  Assessments  for  the  City 
of  New  York,  in  a  discussion  of  the  subject  said  that  to  administer  a 
transfer  tax  drafted  thoroughly  in  accordance  with  this  theory  would 
be  a  task  of  "frightful  intricacy. "*  Wherever  the  attempt  has  been 
made  to  administer  such  a  law  the  difficulties  encountered  have  been 
very  considerable,  to  say  the  least. 

The  Correct  Principle. 

The  weight  of  authority,  both  legal  and  economic,  in  the  United 
States  does  not  seem  to  sustain  this  line  of  argument: 

"If  the  inheritance  tax  is  considered  to  be  a  tax  on  privilege  it 
seems  clear  that  the  sovereignty  which  confers  the  privilege  should 
impose  the  tax.  The  great  weight  of  authority  in  the  United  States 
supports  the  conclusion  that  it  the  law  of  the  owner^s  domicile  says 
that  a  certain  heir  shall  receive  personal  property,  the  law  of  the  place 
where  that  personal  property  happens  to  be  recognizes  the  transfer 
on  principles  of  comity."t 

The  relative  merits  of  imposing  inheritance  taxes  according  to  the 
situs  of  the  personalty  and  the  domicile  of  the  former  owner  are 
ably  treated  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Double  Taxation  and 
Situs  for  the  piu-poses  of  taxation  made  to  the  Ninth  National  Tax 
Conference.    The  Committee  says : 

"We  believe  that  the  correct  principle  imderlying  taxation  of 
inheritances  is  that  the  state  which  determines  the  devolution  of 
property  should  levy  the  inheritance  tax  thereon.  If  this  principle 
is  adopted,  most  questions  of  situs  with  relation  to  inheritance  tax- 
ation will  have  been  settled.  Real  estate  devolves  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  situated.  Personal  property 
devolves  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  state  of  domicile  of  the 
former  owner.     Applying  the  principle  stated,  it  follows  that  real 

*Prooeeding8  of  the  Sixth  National  Tax  ConferenM,  p.  311. 
tProoeedings  of  the  Sixth  National  Tax  Conference,  p.  309. 
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estate  should  be  taxed  by  the  state  in  which  it  is  situated;  personal 
property  by  the  state  in  which  its  former  owner  was  domiciled." 

A  brief  summary  of  the  arguments  sustaining  their  conclusions 
relative  to  personal  property  follows : 

Against  taxation  of  personal  property  according  to  situs: — ^Personal 
property  may  be  said  to  have  a  situs  for  taxation  in  several  states 
other  than  that  of  domicile.  Extent  of  power  to  impose  inheritance 
taxes  on  personal  property  on  ground  of  situs  not  determined,  a 
serious  objection.  Does  not  avoid  double  taxation.  Difficulty  of 
drafting  law  based  on  taxation  according  to  situ3.  Administrative 
difficulties  and  cost  of  collection.  Large  number  of  states  may  be 
involved  in  settlement  of  one  comparatively  small  estate.  Involves 
dealing,  with  fractional  parts  of  estates  rather  than  the  whole. 
Increases  number*  and  decreases  size  of  estates  taxed.  Difficulty  in 
apportioning  indebtedness  and  exemptions.  Annoyance,  delay 
and  expense  to  taxpayers.  Requires  ancillary  administration  in 
each  state  where  personal  property  is  located.  Burden  to  taxpayer 
greater  than  resultant  advantage  to  taxing  state.  Especially  inappli- 
cable when  progressive  rates  are  employed.  Inequalities  arise 
between  tax  on  residents  and  non-residents,  favoring  latter.  Bad 
effects  on  investments. 

For  taxation  of  personal  property  according  to  domicile: — ^Avoids 
double  taxation.  Question  of  domicile  seldom  arises.  Adjustment 
of  taxes  not  very  difficult.  In  accordance  with  fundamental  legal 
theory.  Reduces  necessity  for  ancillary  administration  to  a  mini- 
mum. Simplifies  administration,  avoids  delay  and  expense  to 
taxpayers  and  state  alike.  Power  to  transmit  or  receive  granted 
or  may  be  regulated  by  state  of  domicile,  therefore  state  of  domicile 
should  regulate  tax.  Deals  with  estates  as  a  whole,  but  one  set  of 
rates  and  exemptions  to  be  adjusted  and  but  one  appraisal  to  be 
made.     Has  less  effect  on  investments. 

Administration. 

The  practices  as  to  administration  show  a  great  variation  in  the 
several    states.      These  are  of   minor   consequence  as  they  are 
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determined  largely,  if  not  entirely,  by  considerations  purely  local 
in  character.  Each  state  must  necessarily  comply,  so  far  as  pos* 
sible,  with  existmg  practices,  and  much  may  be  found  m  the  laws 
of  one  state  which  is  admirable,  but  which  would  be  worse  than  use- 
less if  transferred  to  another.  Administration  must  conform  to 
the  conditions  existing  in  the  particular  state  to  which  it  is  to  apply, 
and  while  much  assistance  may  be  derived  from  a  careful  study 
of  administrative  methods  in  other  stat^,  very  little,  if  anything, 
has  been  found  which  could  be  taken  bodily  and  incorporated  into 
our  law. 

The  Pressed  Law. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  has  endeavored  to  ascertain,  so 
far  as  possible,  the  difficulties  incident  to  the  administration  of  in- 
heritance tax  laws  in  other  states,  and  to  so  frame  the  proposed  law 
submitted  herewith  as  to  avoid  them.  Much  complaint  is  made 
by  administrators  and  trustees  generally  regarding  what  appear  to  be 
unnecessary  delays  and  expense  in  the  settlement  of  estates  due  to 
certain  provisions,  regarding  the  filing  of  inventories  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  appraisers,  found  in  the  laws  of  some  states,  and  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  avoid  these  difficulties  entirely,  if  possible,  and  if  not, 
to  reduce  them  substantially. 

Considerable  annoyance  has  been  caused  in  some  states  by  imposing 
upon  the  courts  epcercising  probate  jurisdiction  the  duty  of  assessing 
the  inheritance  tax.  This  appears  to  be  wrong  in  theory  and  bad  in 
practice,  as  the  assessment  of  taxes  is  not  a  judicial  function.  Except 
in  so  far  as  probate  courts  are  required  to  furnish  certified  copies  of 
documents,  and  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  required  tax  has  been 
adjusted  in  accordance  with  the  law,  no  change  in  our  probate  laws 
has  been  made,  and  no  new  duties,  either  expressed  or  implied,  have 
been  imposed  upon  the  probate  courts,  by  the  proposed  law. 

The  provision  f  oimd  in  some  laws,  which  makes  the  tax  a  lien  upon 
intangible  personalty,  is  severely  criticised  as  putting  a  cloud  upon  the 
title  to  securities  almost,  if  not  quite,  impossible  to  trace,  and  adminis- 
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trators  and  trustees  cannot  transfer  securities  without  ^casperating 
ddays  and  uncertainties.  These  diflBculties  have  been  avoided  by 
allowing  no  lien  for  the  tax  upon  personalty,  but  a  fine  is  imposed 
upon  the  transferring  agency  for  the  transfer  of  securities  upon  which 
the  tax  has  not  been  paid,  and  provision  has  been  made  for  promptly 
and  easily  ascertaining  whether  there  is  liability  to  the  tax  and  whether 
it  has  been  paid  or  not.  The  state  appears  to  be  amply  protected 
by  this  provision,  and  the  question  of  defective  title  to  securities  upon 
which  the  tax  has  not  been  paid  is  removed. 

The  questions  involving  jurisdiction,  which  have  in  many  instances 
caused  troublesome  and  expensive  delays,  it  is  anticipated  will  be 
greatly  reduced  in  number  and  importance  by  the  provision  of  the 
law  fixing  the  domicile  of  the  former  owner  as  the  situs  for  taxation 
of  personalty.  This  provision  appears  to  be  in  line  with  the  best 
practice  and  thought  on  the  subject. 

The  exemption  to  members  of  the  first  class — $25,000 — ^is  so  large 
that  in  very  many  cases,  unless  strangers  in  blood  are  involved,  there 
will  be  only  a  tax  on  the  net  estate  to  be  adjusted,  a  fiat  tax  of  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  net  estate  in  excess  of  $5,000.  It  is 
confidently  expected  that  this  provision  will  prove  of  great  advantage 
in  avoiding  delay  and  expense  in  the  administration  of  small  estates, 
with  no  consequent  loss  to  the  state. 

Ample  time  has  been  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  tax  before 
interest  is  charged,  and  a  substantial  discount  given  for  prompt 
payment.  The  exemption  allowed  to  members  of  the  first  class  is 
the  largest  and  the  rates  upon  legacies  up  to  $100,000  to  members  of 
the  first  class  are  the  lowest  provided  in  any  state  taxing  direct 
inheritances. 

Provision  is  made  for  prompt  appraisal  in  case  of  disagreement,  and 
for  the  adjustment  of  indeterminate  taxes  in  a  manner  which  appears 
to  amply  protect  the  state  and  avoids  delay  and  expense  to  the  estate. 

Non-resident  decedents  are  taxed  only  upon  transfers  of  real 
estate,  or  an  interest  therein,  and  ample  provision  has  been  made  for 
determining  the  exemptions  to  be  allowed,  and  indebtedness  to  be 
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deducted,  in  the  determination  of  the  net  estate  and  legacies  without 
troublesome  complications  or  annoying  delays.  Appeal  may  be 
taken  from  decisions  of  the  Board  to  the  Superior  Court  sitting  in 
Providence. 

Reasons  for  Its  Adoption  Entirely  Fiscal. 

The  consideration  given  to  the  subject  of  inheritance  taxation  in 
compliance  with  your  Excellency's  request  has  been  entirely  from  the 
standpoint  of  revenue.  The  proposed  law  is  recommended  because 
it  provides  a  just  and  convenient  means  of  raising  revenue.  The 
proposed  rates  are  so  low  and  the  exemptions  so  large  that,  in  the 
light  of  the  experience  of  other  countries  and  other  states,  the  law 
will  have  no  social  effects;  as  a  controlling  or  limiting  factor,  either 
in  the  accumulation  or  distribution  of  wealth,  it  will  be  negligible. 
The  rates  and  exemptions  are  such  that  they  are  justified  on  purely 
financial  grounds,  even  in  the  case  of  the  highest  rate  applied  to 
strangers  in  blood.  The  draft  of  the  proposed  law  is  herewith 
submitted: 

It  is  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  as  follows: 

Tax  on  net  estate — Rate,  exemption. 

Section  1.  A  tax  shall  be  and  is  hereby  imposed  upon  the  net  estate  of 
resident  decedents,  and  upon  the  net  estate  of  non-resident  decedents  consisting 
of  real  property  located  in  Rhode  Island,  or  any  interest  therein,  as  a  tax  upon  the 
right  to  transfer. 

Such  tax  shall  be  imposed  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  one  per  centum  upon 
the  excess  value  of  all  said  estates  over  $5,000:  Provided^  that  only  such  pro- 
portion of  said  exemption  of  $5,000  shall  be  allowed  estates  of  non-resident 
decedents  as  the  value  of  the  real  property  located  in  Rhode  Island,  or  any  interest 
therein,  bears  to  the  entire  estate  wherever  located;  and  provided  further ^  that 
the  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  of  such  non-resident  decedent's  estate 
files  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  duly  certified  statements  exhibiting 
the  full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  entire  estate.  If  said  statements  are  not  filed 
as  herein  provided,  no  exemption  shall  be  allowed. 
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Net  estate,  how  ascertained. 

Sec.  2.  The  net  estate  of  resident  decedents  for  the  assessment  of  this  tax  shall 
be  ascertained  by  adding  to  the  appraised  value  of  the  inventoried  estate,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  Board  of  Tax  CommissionerSy  all  gains  made  in  reducing  Intangible 
property  to  possession,  except  shares  of  stock  in  any  corporation  and  income  accru- 
ing after  death,  and  deducting  therefrom  the  amoimt  of  claims  paid,  ail  funeral 
expenses  and  expenses  of  administration,  allowance  made  for  the  support  of  widow 
and  family  of  the  decedent  during  the  settlement  of  the  estate,  as  fixed  by  the 
probate  court  according  to  law,  the  amount  at  death  of  all  unpaid  mortgages  not 
deducted  in  the  appraisal  of  property  mortgaged,  and  losses  incurred  during  the 
settlement  of  the  estate  in  the  reduction  of  intangible  property  to  possession,  except 
shares  of  stock  in  any  corporation:  Provided j  that  no  such  deduction  shall  be  made 
for  allowance  for  support  of  widow  and  family  beyond  the  date  upon  which  the  tax 
hereby  imposed  becomes  payable.  The  net  estate  of  non-resident  decedents,  for 
the  assessment  of  this  tax,  shall  be  ascertained  by  deducting  from  the  appraised 
value  of  the  real  property  located  in  Rhode  Island,  as  determined  by  the  Board  of 
Tax  ConmiLBsioners,  such  proportion  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  entire  estate  of 
said  non-resident  decedent  as  the  value  of  said  real  property  and  any  tangible 
personal  property  located  within  Rhode  Island  bears  to  the  value  of  the  entire 
estate:  Providedj  that  only  the  excess  of  such  proportion  of  indebtedness  over 
and  above  the  value  of  said  tangible  personal  property  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
appraised  value  of  said  real  property;  and  provided  further ^  that  the  executor , 
administrator,  or  trustee,  of  such  non-resident  decedent's  estate  files  with  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  duly  certified  statements  exhibiting  the  full  and  fair 
eaah  value  of  the  entire  estate  and  the  indebtedness  for  which  said  estate  has  been 
adjudged  liable.  If  said  statements  are  not  filed  as  herein  provided,  only  such 
debts  and  expenses  as  are  chargeable  to  the  said  real  property  under  the  laws  of 
this  State  shall  be  deducted. 

Assessment,  taxes  payable,  notice,  certification,  lien,  deposit. 

Sec.  3.  The  tax  imposed  by  Section  1  of  this  act  shall  be  assessed  upon  the 
foil  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  net  estate  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Conunissioners  as 
herembefore  provided  and  notice  of  the  amount  of  said  tax  shall  be  mailed  to  the 
executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  by  said  board,  but  failure  to  receive  said 
notice  shall  not  excuse  the  non-payment  of  or  invalidate  said  tax.  The  Board  of 
Tax  Commiasioners  shall  certify  the  amount  of  such  tax  to  the  general  treasurer 
who  shall  receive  and  collect  the  taxes  so  assessed  in  the  same  manner  and  with 
the  same  powers  as  are  prescribed  for  and  given  to  the  collectors  of  taxes  by 
Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws  and  by  any  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in 
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addition  thereto.  Such  tax  shall  be  due  and  payable  by  the  executor,  adminis- 
trator, or  trustee  of  the  estate  immediately  upon  notification  of  the  amoimt 
thereof,  and  if  not  paid  within  thirty  days  thereafter  shall  bear  interest  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date  of  such  notification.  Said 
tax  shall  be  paid  direct  to  the  general  treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  State, 
and  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the  estate  until  the  same  shall  be  paid,  and 
the  executors,  administrators,  or  trustees  shall  be  personally  liable  for  such  tax 
until  the  same  is  paid.  An  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  may  deposit  with 
the  general  treasurer  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  to  pay  the  tax  which  may  become  due  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  1  of  this  act,  and  when  said  tax  has  been  determined  and  certified  as 
aforesaid  the  general  treasurer  shall  repay  to  said  executor,  administrator,  or 
trustee  the  difference  between  the  tax  certified  and  the  amount  deposited,  and 
the  lien  upon  the  estate  hereinbefore  imposed  shall  be  discharged  by  the  accept- 
ance of  said  deposit. 

Debts  proved  after  payment,  appeal  fram  assessment. 

Sec.  4.  Whenever  debts  shall  be  proved  against  the  estate  of  a  decedent  after 
the  payment  of  the  tax  imposed  by  Section  I  of  this  act  the  general  treasurer 
shall  upon  receiving  a  certified  copy  of  the  records  of  the  probate  co\ut  or  other 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction  showing  the  proof  of  said  debts,  refund  such 
equitable  proportion  of  the  tax  to  the  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  without 
any  further  act  or  resolution  making  appropriation  therefor.  Any  executon 
administrator,  or  trustee  may  appeal  from  the  assessment  of  said  tax  as  provided 
in  Section  27  of  this  act. 

Tax  on  transfer. 

Sec.  5.  A  tax  shall  be  and  is  hereby  imposed  upon  the  transfer  of  any  prop- 
erty, real,  tangible,  or  intangible,  or  upon  any  interest  therein  or  income  there- 
from, in  trust  or  otherwise,  to  persons,  associations,  or  corporations,  as  a  tax 
upon  the  right  to  receive,  in  the  following  cases: 

Reddent. 

(1)  When  the  transfer  is  by  wiU  or  by  the  intestate  laws  of  this  State  of  any 
real,  tangible,  or  intangible  property  from  any  person  dying  seiaed  and  possessed 
thereof  while  a  resident  of  the  State. 

Non-resident. 

(2)  When  the  transfer  is  by  will  or  intestate  laws  of  real  property  within  the 
State  and  the  decedent  was  a  non-resident  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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In  contemplation  of  death. 

(3)  When  the  transfer  is  of  real,  tangible,  or  intangible  property  within  the 
State  made  by  a  resident,  or  of  real  property  within  the  State  made  by  a  non- 
readent  by  deed,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  or  gift  made  in  contemplation  of  death  of 
the  grantor,  vendor  or  donor,  or  intended  to  take  effect  in  possession  or  enjoy- 
ment at  or  after  such  death.  Such  tax  shall  be  imposed  when  any  such  person  ^ 
association,  or  corporation  becomes  beneficially  entitled,  in  possession  or  expect- 
ancy, to  any  property,  or  interest  therein,  or  the  income  therefrom  by  any  such 
transfer,  whether  made  before  or  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

By  appointment 

(4)  Whenever  any  person  or  corporation  shall  exercise  a  power  of  appoint- 
ment, derived  from  any  disposition  of  property  made  whether  before  or  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  such  appointment  when  made  shall  be  deemed  a  transfer 
taxable  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  property 
to  which  such  appointment  relates  belonged  absolutely  to  the  donee  of  such  power 
and  had  been  bequeathed  or  devised  by  such  donee  by  will;  and  whenever  any 
person  possessing  such  a  power  of  appointment  so  derived  shall  omit  or  fail  to 
exercise  the  same  within  the  time  provided  therefor,  in  whole  or  in  part,  a  transfer 
taxable  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  take  place  to  the 
extent  of  .such  omission  or  failure,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  person 
thereby  becoming  entitled  to  the  possession  or  enjoyment  of  the  property  to 
which  such  power  related  had  succeeded  thereto  by  a  will  of  the  donee  of  the 
power  failing  to  exercise  such  power,  and  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  of  such 
omission  or  failure- 

Assessment,  taxes  payable,  notice,  certification,  lien,  liability. 

Sec.  6.  All  taxes  imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act  shall  be  assessed  by  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  upon  the  full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  property 
transferred  at  the  rate  hereinafter  described  and  only  upon  the  excess  of  the 
exemption  hereinafter  granted,  to  be  paid  direct  to  the  general  treasurer  of  the 
State,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  all  executors,  administrators,  or  trustees  shall 
be  personally  liable  for  any  and  all  such  taxes  until  the  same  are  paid.  Notice 
of  the  amount  of  said  taxes  shall  be  mailed  to  the  executor,  administrator,  or 
trustee,  by  said  board,  and  upon  request  made  to  them  to  any  other  person  by 
whom  said  taxes  are  payable,  but  failure  to  receive  said  notice  shall  not  excuse  the 
noD-pa3rment  of  or  invalidate  said  taxes;  and  unless  appeal  is  taken  from  such 
assessment,  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  amoimt  of  taxes  so  assessed  shall  be 
final.  Said  board  shall  certify  the  amoimt  of  such  taxes  to  the  general  treasurer 
who  sliall  receive  and  collect  the  taxes  so  assessed  in  the  same  manner  and  with 
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the  same  powers  as  are  prescribed  for  and  given  to  the  collectors  of  taxes  by 
Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws,  and  by  any  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in 
addition  thereto.  Payment  of  the  amount  so  certified  shall  be  a  discharge  of  the 
tax.  Said  taxes  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the  property  transferred,  and 
upon  all  property  acquired  by  the  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  in  substitu- 
tion therefor  while  the  same  remains  in  his  hands,  until  the  said  taxes  are  paid  or 
a  bond  given  as  hereinafter  provided,  but  said  lien  shall  not  affect  any  tangible 
or  intangible  personal  property  after  it  has  passed  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for 
value:  Provided j  however,  that  nothing  herein'contained  shall  give  the  owner  of  any 
securities  specified  in  Section  28  of  this  act  the  right  to  have  the  same  transferred 
to  him  by  the  corporation,  association,  company  or  trust  issuing  the  same, 
until  the  certificate  required  by  said  Section  28  shall  have  been  filed  as  therein 
provided.  The  lien  charged  as  aforesaid  upon  any  real  estate  or  separate  parcel 
thereof  may  be  discharged  by  the  pa3rment  of  all  taxes  due  and  to  become  due  upon 
said  real  estate  or  separate  parcel,  or  by  the  filing  and  acceptance  of  a  bond  as 
provided  in  Section  11  of  this  act,  or  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners transferring  such  lien  to  other  real  estate  owned  by  the  person  to  whom  said 
real  estate  or  separate  parcel  thereof  passes.  The  heir,  devisee  or  other  donee  shall 
be  personally  liable  for  the  tax  on  such  real  estate,  as  well  as  the  executor,  adminis- 
trator, or  trustee;  and  if  the  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  pajrs  such  tax,  he 
shall,  unless  the  same  is  made  an  expense  of  administration  by  the  will  or  other 
instrument,  have  the  right  to  recover  such  tax  from  the  heir,  devisee  or  other 
donee  of  such  real  estate. 

Classification,  rates  q(  taxatton. 

Sec.  7. .  When  any  property  or  any  beneficial  interest  therein  or  income  there- 
from shall  pass  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  grandparent,  parent,  husband,  wife,  child, 
brother,  sister,  nephew,  niece,  wife  or  widow  of  the  son,  or  husband  or  widower 
of  the  daughter,  or  any  child  adopted  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  Rhode 
Island,  or  of  any  other  state  or  country,  or  any  person  to  whom  the  deceased 
for  not  less  than  ten  years  prior  to  death  stood  in  the  acknowledged  relation 
of  a  parent,  or  to  any  lineal  descendant  bom  in  lawful  wedlock,  the  tax  so 
imposed  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  one  per  centum  upon  all  amounts 
in  excess  of  the  exemption  hereinafter  specified  and  not  exceeding  $50,000; 
at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum  upon  all  amounts  in  excess  of  $50,000  and  not  ex- 
exceeding  $250,000;  at  the  rate  of  one  and  one-half  per  centum  upon  all  amounts 
in  excess  of  $250,000  and  not  exceeding  $500,000;  at  the  rate  of  two  per  centum 
upon  all  amounts  in  excess  of  $500,000  and  not  exceeding  $750,000;  at  the  rate 
of  two  and  one-half  per  centum  upon  all  amounts  in  excess  of  $750,000  and  not 
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exceeding  $1,000,000;  at  the  rate  of  three  per  centum  upon  all  amounts  in  excess 
of  $1,000,000. 

Sbc.  8.  When  any  property  or  any  beneficial  interest  therein  or  income  there- 
from shall  pass  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  person  not  mentioned  in  Section  7  of 
this  act,  or  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  body  politic  or  corporate,  the  tax  so  imposed 
shaU  be  at  the  rate  of  live  per  centum  upon  all  amounts  in  excess  of  the 
exemption  hereinafter  specified  and  not  exceeding  $50,000;  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  upon  all  amounts  in  excess  of  $50,000  and  not  exceeding  $250,000; 
at  the  rate  of  seven  per  centum  upon  all  amounts  in  excess  of  $250,000  and  not 
exceeding  $1,000,000;  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  upon  all  amounts  in  excess 
of  11,000,000. 

Exemptions. 

Sec.  9.  The  following  exemptions  from  the  taxes  imposed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  are  hereby  allowed: 

(1)  All  property  transferred  to  any  corporation,  association,  or  institution, 
located  in  Rhode  Island,  which  is  exempt  from  taxation  by  charter  or  under  the 
laws  of  Rhode  Island,  or  to  any  corporation,  association,  or  institution,  located 
outside  of  Rhode  Island,  which  if  considered  as  located  within  Rhode  Island  would 
be  exempt  as  aforesaid,  or  to  any  person  in  trust  for  the  same,  or  to  any  city  or 
town  in  Rhode  Island  for  public  purposes,  shall  be  exempt. 

(2)  Property  of  a  clear  value  of  $25,000,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  first  $50,000 
trangfeiTed  to  each  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  Section  7  of  this  act,  shall  be 
exempt:  Provided,  that  the  descendants  of  such  persons  shall  be  allowed  the 
exemption  of  the  person  they  represent,  per  stirpes  and  not  per  capita. 

(3)  Property  of  a  clear  value  of  $1,000,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  first  $50,000 
transferred  to  any  person  or  corporation  other  than  the  persons  mentioned  in 
Section  7  of  this  act,  shall  be  exempt:  Provided,  that  the  descendants  of  any  such 
person  shall  be  allowed  the  exemption  of  the  person  they  represent,  per  stirpes 
and  not  per  capita. 

(4)  In  the  case  of  the  transfer  of  a  non-resident  decedent's  real  property 
located  in  Rhode  L^and,  or  of  any  interest  therein,  only  such  proportion  of  the 
exemptions  herein  specified  shall  be  allowed  as  the  value  of  the  transferee's 
share  in  said  real  property,  or  any  interest  therein,  bears  to  the  value  of  said 
transferee's  share  in  the  entire  estate  of  said  non-resident  decedent:  Provided, 
that  the  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  of  such  non-resident  decedent's 
estate  files  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Ck>nmiissioners  duly  certified  statements 
exhibiting  the  full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  entire  estate.  If  said  statements 
ue  not  filed  as  herein  provided,  no  exemption  shall  be  allowed. 
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Taxes  payable,  when. 

Sec.  10.  AU  taxes  imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act,  unless  otherwise  herein 
provided,  shall  be  due  and  payable  six  months  after  the  date  of  the  filing  of 
their  bond  by  any  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  first  appointed,  and  if  paid 
within  said  period  a  discoimt  of  four  per  centum  shall  be  allowed  and  deducted 
therefrom.  If  such  tax  is  not  paid  within  nine  months  from  the  accrual  thereof 
interest  shall  be  charged  and  collected  thereon  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per 
annum  from  the  time  the  tax  accrues,  unless  by  reason  of  claims  made  upon  the 
estate,  necessary  litigation,  or  other  unavoidable  cause  of  delay  such  tax  cannot  be 
determined  and  paid  as  herein  provided,  in  which  case  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centimi  per  annum  shall  be  charged  upon  such  tax  from  the  accrual  thereof 
unto  the  cause  of  such  delay  is  removed,  after  which  eight  per  centmn  per  annum 
shall  be  charged :  Provided,  that  litigation  to  defeat  the  payment  of  such  tax  shall 
not  be  considered  necessary  litigation. 

Election  to  postpone  payment  in  certain  cases. 

Sec.  11.  Any  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee,  or  any  person  or  persons 
beneficially  interested  in  property  chargeable  with  a  tax  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  5  of  this  act,  may  elect,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Conmus- 
sioners,  not  to  pay  the  same  until  the  person  or  persons  beneficially  interested  shall 
come  into  actual  possession  or  enjoyment  of  such  property;  in  which  case  such 
executor,  administrator,  or  trustee,  or  said  person  or  persons  beneficially  interested 
shall  give  bond  to  the  general  treasurer  in  a  penal  sum  three  times  the  amount  of 
the  said  tax  with  such  sureties  as  the  general  treasurer  may  approve,  conditioned 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  tax  and  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  four  per  centum 
per  annum  at  such  time  or  period  as  such  beneficiaries  or  their  representatives 
may  come  into  actual  possession  or  enjoyment  of  said  property,  and  also  with  the 
condition  that  the  obligor  shall  notify  the  Board  of  Tax  Conmiissioners  when  said 
time  or  period  of  actual  possession  or  enjoyment  arrives.  Said  bond  shall  be 
renewed  every  five  years  after  the  filing  thereof.  The  acceptance  of  such  bond  by 
the  general  treasurer  shall  discharge  all  liens  for  the  tax  covered  thereby  upon  the 
property  of  the  decedent,  and  shall  also  discharge  the  executors,  administratorsi 
or  trustees  from  personal  liability  for  said  tax,  except  under  the  terms  of  said  bond. 

Debts  proved  after  distribution. 

Sec.  12.  Whenever  debts  shall  be  proved  against  the  estate  of  a  decedent 
after  distribution  of  legacies  from  which  the  inheritance  tax  has  been  deducted  in 
compliance  with  this  act,  and  the  legatee  is  required  to  refund  any  portion  of  the 
legacy,  a  due  proportion  of  said  tax  shall  be  repaid  to  him  by  the  executor,  admin* 
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istrator  at  trustee  if  the  said  tax  has  not  been  paid  into  the  State  treasury;  and 
if  the  said  tax  has  been  paid  into  the  State  treasury  the  general  treasurer  shall 
upon  receiving  a  certified  copy  of  the  records  of  the  probate  court  or  oUier  court  of 
oompetent  jurisdiction  showing  the  proof  of  said  debts,  refund  such  equitable 
proportion  of  the  tax  to  the  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  without  any  further 
act  or  resolution  making  appropriation  therefor. 

Life  estates  and  remainders. 

Sec.  13.  •  When  any  property  or  interest  therein  or  income  therefrom  shall 
pass  or  be  limited  for  the  life  of  another,  or  for  a  term  of  years,  or  to  terminate  on 
the  expiration  of  a  certain  period,  the  property  of  a  decedent  so  passing  shall  be 
appraised  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  decedent,  and  the  value  of  the  said 
life  estate,  term  of  years,  or  period  of  limitation  shall  be  fixed  upon  the  combined 
American  experience  tables  of  mortality  with  interest  at  five  per  centum  per 
annum;  and  the  value  of  the  remainder  in  said  property  so  limited  shall  be  ascer- 
tained by  deducting  the  value  of  the  said  life  estate,  term  of  years,  or  period  of 
limitation  from  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  property  so  limited;  and  the  tax  on  the 
said  estate  or  estates,  remainder  or  remainders,  interest  or  interests  shall  be 
immediately  due  and  payable,  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the  entire  property  limited 
untfl  paid. 

Contingent  transfers. 

Sec.  14.  In  appraising  the  value  of  any  property,  or  interest  therein,  or  income 
therefrom,  to  the  beneficial  enjo3rment  whereof  there  are  persons  presently 
entitled  thereto,  no  allowance  shall  be  made  in  respect  of  any  contingency  upon 
the  happening  of  which  the  property,  or  interest  therein,  or  income  therefrom  might 
be  abridged,  defeated  or  diminished:  Provided,  kotoever,  that  in  the  event  of  such 
contingency  taking  effect  as  an  actual  burden  upon  the  interest  of  the  beneficiary, 
either  in  abridging,  defeating,  or  diminishing  the  property,  or  interest  therein,  or 
income  therefrom  as  aforesaid,  a  return  shall  be  made  to  the  person  properly 
entitled  thereto  of  a  proportionate  amount  of  the  tax  theretofore  paid  upon  said 
property,  in  respect  of  the  amount  or  value  of  the  contingency  when  taking  effect, 
or  80  much  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  the  amount  which  would  have  been  assessed 
in  respect  of  the  actual  duration  or  extent  of  the  interest  enjoyed.  Such  refund 
shaU  be  made  by  the  general  treasurer,  upon  notification  by  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissionera  of  the  correct  amount  thereof,  without  any  further  act  or  resolu- 
tion making  appropriation  therefor.  The  foregoing  provisions  shall  not  apply 
to  an  estate  for  life  or  for  years  which  can  be  abridged,  defeated  or  diminished  by 
the  act  or  omiflsion  of  the  legatee  or  devisee;  such  estates  shall  be  taxed  as  if  there 

vere  no  possibility  of  such  abridging,  defeating  or  diminishing. 
10 
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Sec.  15.  When  property  is  transferred  or  limited,  in  trust  or  otherwise, 
and  the  rights,  interests,  or  estates  of  the  transferees  or  beneficiaries  are  depend- 
ent upon  contingencies  or  conditions  whereby  they  may  be  wholly  or  in  part 
created,  defeated,  extended  or  abridged,  a  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  such  trans- 
fer at  the  lowest  rate  which  on  the  happening  of  any  said  contingencies  or  con- 
ditions would  be  possible  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  such  tax  so  imposed 
shall  be  due  and  payable  forthwith  by  the  executors  or  trustees  out  of  the  prop- 
erty transferred :  Provided^  however ^  that  on  the  happening  of  any  contingency  or 
condition  whereby  said  property  or  any  part  thereof  is  transferred  to  a  person 
who,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  required  to  pay  a  tax  at  a  higher  rate 
than  the  tax^imposed,  then  such  transferee  shall  pay  the  difference  between  the 
tax  imposed  and  the  tax  at  the  higher  rate,  and  the  amount  of  such  increased 
tax  shall  be  enforced  and  collected  as  provided  in  this  act. 

Sec.  16.  Estates  in  expectancy  which  are  contingent  or  defeasible  and  in 
which  proceedings  for  determination  of  the  tax  have  not  been  taken  or  where  the 
taxation  thereof  has  been  held  in  abeyance  shall  be  appraised  at  their  full  and 
fair  cash  value  when  the  persons  entitled  thereto  shall  come  into  beneficial  enjoy- 
ment or  possession  thereof,  without  diminution  for  or  on  account  of  any  valuation 
heretofore  made  of  the  particular  estate  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  upon  which 
said  estate  in  expectancy  may  be  limited. 

Bequests  to  executors. 

Sec.  17.  Whenever  a  decedent  appoints  one  or  more  executors  or  trustees  and 
in  Ueu  of  their  allowances  or  commissions  makes  a  bequest  or  devise  of  property 
to  them  which  would  otherwise  be  liable  to  a  tax  under  this  act,  or  appoints 
them  his  residuary  legatees,  and  said  bequests,  devises  or  residuary  legacies 
exceed  what  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services,  as  determined 
by  law,  such  excess  shall  be  taxable  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Deduction  and  retention  of  tax  in  certain  cases. 

Sec.  18.  Unless  the  will  or  other  instrument  imder  which  any  gift  or  transfer 
is  made  shall  direct  the  taxes  imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act  to  be  paid  from  the 
residue  or  as  an  expense  of  administration,  and  the  residue  is  sufficient  to  pay  such 
taxes,  the  following  provisions  shall  apply.  Any  executor,  administrator, 
or  trustee  having  in  charge  or  in  trust  any  legacy  or  property  for  distribution 
subject  to  tax  under  Section  5  of  this  act  shall  deduct  the  tax  therefrom.  If 
such  legacy  or  property  be  not  in  money,  he  shall  collect  the  tax  thereon  upon  the 
appraised  value  thereof  from  the  person  entitled  thereto.  He  shall  not  deliver 
or  be  compelled  to  deliver  any  specific  legacy  or  property  subject  to  tax  under 


BEPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS.  75 

Section  5  of  this  act  to  any  person  until  he  shall  have  collected  the  tax  thereon. 
If  any  such  legacy  shaU  be  payable  out  of  real  property  the  heir  or  devisee  shall 
deduct  such  tax  therefrom  and  pay  the  same  to  the  executor,  administrator  or 
trustee  and  the  tax  shall  remain  a  lien  or  charge  on  such  real  estate  until  said  tax  is 
paid,  and  the  payment  thereof  shall  be  enforced  by  the  executor,  administrator 
or  trustee  in  the  same  manner  that  payment  of  the  legacy  might  be  enforced.  If 
any  such  legacy  shall  be  given  in  money  to  any  person  for  a  hmited  period  the 
executor,  administrator  or  trustee  shall  retain  the  tax  upon  the  whole  amount,  but 
if  not  in  money  he  shall  make  application  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to 
make  an  apportionment,  if  the  case  require  it,  of  the  sum  to  be  paid  into  his  hand 
by  such  legatees,  and  for  such  further  order  relative  thereto  as  the  case  may  require . 
Legatees,  distributees,  or  other  donees  shall  be  personally  liable  for  the  taxes 
imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act  until  the  same  are  paid  over  by  them  to  the 
executor,  administrator,  or  trustee;  Provided,  however,  that  if  the  will  or  other  in- 
strument directs  the  payment  of  such  taxes  from  the  residue  or  as  an  expense  of 
administration,  the  said  liability  shall  continue  until  the  said  taxes  are  received 
by  the  general  treasurer  or  bond  is  filed  as  provided  in  Section  11  of  this  act. 

Tnmsfers  of  non-resident  decedents. 

Sec.  19.  In  the  case  of  real  property  located  in  Rhode  Island,  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  a  non-resident  decedent,  the  tax  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  full  and  fair 
eaah  value  of  said  property,  as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
remaining  after  deducting  such  proportion  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  entire 
estate  of  said  non-resident  decedent  as  the  value  of  said  real  property  and  any 
tangible  personal  property  located  within  Rhode  Island  bears  to  the  value  of 
the  entire  estate:  Provided,  that  only  the  excess  of  such  proportion  of  indebted- 
ness over  and  above  the  value  of  said  tangible  personal  property  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  appraised  value  of  said  real  property;  and  provided  further,  that  the 
executor,  administrator  or  trustee  of  such  non-resident  decedent's  estate  files 
vith  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  duly  certified  statements  exhibiting  the 
full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  entire  estate  and  the  indebtedness  for  which  said 
estate  has  been  adjudged  liable.  If  said  statements  are  not  filed  as  herein 
provided,  only  such  debts  and  expenses  as  are  chargeable  to  the  said  real  property 
under  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be  deducted. 

Settlement  of  tax  by  agreement. 

Sec.  20.  The  Board  of  Tax  Conunissioners,  with  the  approval  of  the  attomey- 
Seneral,  may  effect  such  settlement  of  the  amount  of  any  taxes  imposed  by  this 
act  as  they  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  and  the  payment  of 
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the  amount  so  agreed  upon  shall  be  a  full  satufaction  of  such  tax.  The  agree- 
ment of  the  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  to  such  settlement  shall  be  binding 
upon  all  persons  taking  property  subject  to  said  taxes,  except  for  fraud,  or  the 
manifest  error  of  such  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee:  ProMed,  however,  that 
settlement  as  to  any  tax  upon  gifts  or  transfers  of  real  estate  where  no  convey- 
ance is  made  by  such  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee,  shall  be  effected  with 
the  person  or  persons  receiving  the  real  estate,  or  interest  therein,  which  is  subject 
to  said  tax. 

Suspension  of  tax,  when. 

Sec.  21.  Whenever  it  shall  be  necessary  in  the  settlement  of  any  estate  to 
retain  property  or  funds  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  claim  of  any  creditor,  the 
amount  or  validity  of  which  is  contested  and  is  not  determined,  the  payment 
of  the  whole  or  a  proportionate  part  of  the  tax  may  be  suspended,  by  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  to  await  the  disposition  of  such 
claim. 

Time  of  appraisal. 

Sec.  22.  Every  net  estate,  inheritance,  devise,  bequest,  legacy  or  gift  upon 
which  a  tax  is  imposed  under  this  act  shall  be  appraised  at  its  full  and  fair  cash 
value  immediately  upon  the  death  of  the  decedent,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
practicable:  Provided,  however,  that  when  such  inheritance,  devise,  bequest, 
legacy,  or  gift  shall  be  of  such  a  nature  that  its  full  and  fair  cash  value  cannot  be 
ascertained  at  such  time,  it  shall  be  appraised  in  like  manner  at  the  time  when  such 
value  becomes  ascertainable. 

Power  of  executxHT  to  sell. 

Sec.  23.  Every  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  shall  have  full  power  to 
sell,  upon  application  to  the  probate  court,  so  much  of  the  property  of  the  decedent 
as  will  enable  him  to  pay  any  tax  imposed  by  this  act  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
might  be  entitled  by  law  to  do  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  testator  or 
intestate. 

Inventory  and  appraisal  filed  with  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 

Sec.  24.  An  inventory  and  appraisal  under  oath  of  the  property,  real,  tangible 
and  intangible,  of  every  decedent  shall  be  filed  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis^ 
sioners  by  the  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  within  three  months  after  his 
appointment.  If  he  neglects  or  refuses  to  file  such  inventory  and  appraisal,  he 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  more  than  $1,000,  which  shall  be  recovered  by  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  State  upon  petition  to  the  Superior 
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Court,  and  shall  alao  be  subject  to  removal  as  such  executor,  administrator  or 
trustee  by  the  probate  court  or  other  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  on  motion 
made  in  such  court  by  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 

Informatloii  furnished  Board  o^  Tax  Commissioiiers  by  probate  derk. 

Sec.  25.  Every  probate  clerk  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  the  granting  of 
letters  testamentary  or  letters  of  administration  upon  any  estate,  notify  the  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners  of  the  name  of  the  decedent,  the  name  and  address  of  the 
executor,  administrator  or  trustee  appointed,  the  amount  of  the  bond  required  by 
the  court,  a  certified  copy  of  the  will  and  testament  of  the  decedent,  a  certified 
copy  of  the  petition  for  administration  of  every  estate,  and  any  other  information 
which  he  may  have  concerning  the  estate  of  such  decedent;  and  shall  also  furnish 
forthwith  such  further  information  from  the  records  and  files  of  his  ofiice  as  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  may  from  time  to  time  require. 

Pbwers  of  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners — ^reappraisal. 

Sec.  26.  If  such  inventory  and  appraisal  filed  in  accordance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  Section  21  of  this  act  be  considered  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
to  be  an  insufficient  or  incomplete  statement  of  the  property,  real,  tangible  and 
intangible,  of  the  decedent,  the  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  shall  within 
thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  said  inventory  and  appraisal  give  notice  to  the 
executor,  administrator  or  trustee  to  appear  before  them  for  the  purpose  of 
examination  of  and  concerning  such  inventory  and  appraisal,  and  of  and  concern- 
ing all  matters  appertaining  to  the  estate  and  the  value  thereof  of  such  decedent; 
and  if  Uie  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  fails  to  appear  before  said  board  after 
due  notice,  or  if  after  appearance  and  examination  of  such  executor,  administrator 
or  trustee  said  board  still  considers  such  inventory  and  appraisal  to  be  an  insuffi- 
cient and  incomplete  statement,  or  if  such  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee 
refuses  or  neglects  to  answer  the  questions  propoimded  by  said  board  in  reference 
to  such  inventory  and  appraisal  of  such  estate,  the  said  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners may  appraise  or  appoint  a  person  or  persons  to  act  as  appraiser  or  ap- 
praisers. Such  appraiser,  being  first  sworn,  or  said  board,  shall  forthwith  give 
notice  by  mail  to  the  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  and  to  all  persons  known 
to  have  a  claim  or  interest  in  the  property  to  be  appraised,  of  the  time  and  place  of 
the  appraisal  of  such  property,  and  shall  at  such  time  and  place  appraise  the  same 
St  its  fuU  and  fair  cash  value  as  herein  prescribed;  and  for  that  purpose  said  board 
or  said  appraiser  is  authorized  to  issue  subpoenas  and  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  and  to  take  the  evidence  of  such  witnesses,  under  oath  if  necessary, 
concerning  such  property  and  the  value  thereof,  such  witnesses  to  receive  the  same 
fees  as  those  now  paid  to  witnesses  subpcensd  to  attend  the  Superior  Court. 
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» 
Such  appraiser  shall  make  report  thereof  and  of  such  value  in  writing,  together 

with  a  deposition  of  witnesses  examined,  if  any  such  examination  is  reduced  to 
writing,  to  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  and  such  other  facts  in  relation 
thereto  and  to  said  matter  as  said  board  may  order  or  require.  Such  appraiser 
shall  receive  from  said  board  a  reasonable  compensation  for  services  and  actual 
and  necessary  traveling  expenses,  payment  thereof  to  be  made  out  of  the  money 
appropriated  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners.  From  such 
report  of  appraisal  and  other  proof  relating  to  such  estate  before  said  Board  of 
.  Tax  Commissioners,  said  board  shall  determine  the  value  of  the  property  upon 
which  all  taxes  imposed  by  this  act  are  computed  and  the  amount  of  taxes  to 
which  the  seune  is  liable;  and  if  no  appraiser  be  appointed  by  said  board  as  here- 
inbefore provided  the  said  board  shall  determine  the  value  of  the  property  upon 
which  all  said  taxes  are  computed  and  the  amount  of  taxes  to  which  the  same  is 
liable. 

Appeal  from  assessment. 

Sec.  27.  An  executor,  administrator,  trustee,  legatee  or  other  person 
aggrieved  by  the  determination  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  may, 
within  three  months  after  the  payment  of  any  tax  to  the  general  treasurer,  and 
provided  such  tax  has  been  paid  under  protest,  apply  to  the  Superior  Court  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Providence  by  a  petition  in  equity  against  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  for  the  abatement  of  said  tax  or  any  part  thereof;  and  if 
the  said  court  adjudge  that  said  tax  or  any  part  thereof  was  illegally  assessed, 
it  shall  order  an  abatement  of  such  tax  or  such  portion  thereof  as  was  assessed 
without  authority  of  law,  and  such  order  shall  be  subject  to  appeal  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  equity  causes.  Upon  a  final  decision  ordering  an  abate- 
ment of  said  tax  or  any  portion  thereof  the  general  treasurer  shall  pay  the  amount 
adjudged  to  have  been  illegally  assessed,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  without  any  further  act  or  resolution  making  any  appropriation 
therefor. 

Transfers  of  securities — liability. 

Sec.  28.  No  banking  association  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  located  within  this  State,  no  corporation  incorporated  within  this 
State,  and  no  unincorporated  associatiqn  or  joint  stock  company  or  business  trust» 
having  certificates  representing  shares  of  stock  and  carrying  on  business  in  this 
State,  shall  record  a  transfer  of  its  stock  made  by  any  executor,  administrator,  or 
trustee,  or  issue  a  new  certificate  for  any  such  share  of  its  stock  at  the  instance  of 
any  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee,  or  transfer  any  registered  bond  or  other 
registered  evidence  of  indebtedness  at  the  instance  of  any  executor,  administrator. 
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or  trustee,  until  a  certificate  authorizing  such  transfer  has  been  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners,  and  filed  with  the  said  corporation,  association,  company 
or  trust.  Any  such  corporation,  association,  company  or  trust  making  such  a 
transfer  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
shall  be  liable  for  the  amount  of  any  tax  which  may  be  assessed  on  account  of  the 
bequest  or  gift  of  such  stock,  bond  or  other  evidence  of  indebtedness,  together 
with  the  interest  thereon,  in  an  action  to  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  general 
treasurer.  The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  shall  not  issue  such  a  certificate 
unto  all  taxes  imposed  on  account  of  such  bequest  or  gift  has  been  paid,  or  the 
payment  thereof  secured  by  bond  or  deposit  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Trust  a^eements  not  in  contemi^tion  of  death. 

Sec.  29.    Whenever  any  person,  during  his  life,  shall  appoint  a  trustee, 

naming  himself  or  others  as  beneficiaries,  and  providing  for  the  administration 

of  said  trust  after  his  death,  or  providing  for  a  termination  of  said  trust  and  a 

distribution  thereof  at  his  death,  a  transfer  taxable  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 

shall  be  deemed  to  take  place  upon  the  death  of  the  creator  of  said  trust,  and  all 

persons  or  corporations  acting  as  such  trustee  or  trustees  shall  upon  said  death 

file  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  a  full  account,  showing  the  trust 

agreement,  if  any,  the  amount  of  the  trust  property,  the  extent  of  the  duration 

of  said  trust,  the  manner  provided  for  its  termination,  the  name  or  names  of  the 

beneficiaries,  and  any  other  information  relating  thereto  which  said  Board  of 

Tax  Commissioners  may  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  assessment  of  the  tax 

thereon;  and  any  such  trustee  or  trustees  neglecting  or  refusing  to  file  such  account 

shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  $1,000,  which  shall  be  recovered  by  the  Board  of 

Tax  Commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  State  upon  petition  to  the  Superior  Court. 

Gaims  of  creditors  taxed  in  certain  cases. 

Sec.  30.  The  amoimt  due  upon  the  claim  of  any  creditor  against  the  estate  of 
a  decedent  arising  imder  a  contract  made  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  if  payable 
by  the  terms  of  such  contract  at  or  after  the  death  of  the  deceased,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  tax  imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act  upon  a  legacy  of  like 
amount.  The  value  of  net  estates  of  decedents  or  the  value  of  legacies  or  dis- 
tributive shares  in  the  estates  of  decedents,  for  the  purposes  of  taxation  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  1  and  Section  5  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  diminished  by  reason 
of  any  claim  against  the  estate  based  upon  such  a  contract,  except  in  so  far  as  it 
may  be  shown  affirmatively  by  competent  evidence  that  such  claim  was  legally 
due  and  payable  in  the  life  time  of  the  decedent. 
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Pinal  account  allowed,  when. 

Sec.  31.  No  final  account  of  any  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  shall  be 
allowed  by  the  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof  unless  such  account  shows,  and 
the  judge  of  the  court  finds,  that  all  taxes  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  upon  any  property  or  interest  therein  belonging  to  the  estate  to  be  settled 

by  said  account  and  then  payable  have  been  paid  or  that  the  payment  of  said 
taxes  have  been  secured  by  bond  or  deposit  as  hereinbefore  provided.  The  certifi- 
cate of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  of  the  amount  of  said  tax,  and  the  receipt 
of  the  general  treasurer  for  the  amount  of  tax  so  certified,  shall  be  conclusive  as 
to  the  payment  of  the  tax  to  the  extent  of  said  certification. 

Transfers  taxed  at  bluest  rate»  when. 

Sec.  32.  Whenever  any  executor,  administrator,  trustee  or  other  person 
liable  for  any  tax  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  refuses  or  neglects  to 
furnish  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  with  any  information  which  in  the 
opinion  of  said  Board  is  necessary  for  the  proper  computation  of  the  taxes  payable 
hereunder,  after  having  been  requested  so  to  do,  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
shall  certify  such  taxes  at  the  highest  rate  at  which  they  could  in  any  event  be 
computed. 

Intestate  estates. 

Sec.  33.  If  upon  the  decease  of  a  person  leaving  an  estate  liable  to  a  tax  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  will  disposing  of  such  estate  is  not  ofiPered  for  probate 
or  an  application  for  administration  is  not  made  within  three  months  after  such 
decease,  the  probate  court  upon  application  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
shall  appoint  an  administrator  thereof. 

Double  application  of  certain  sections. 

Sec.  34.    Sections  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  30,  31,  32  and  33  shall  apply 
to  taxes  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  both  Section  1  and  Section  5  of  this  act. 
Sec.  34.    This  act  shall  take  effect  April  1,  1916. 


Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax  on  Domestic  Corporations. 

In  changing  the  laws  regulating  taxation,  where  an  increase  in 
revenue  is  the  object,  due  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  equit- 
able distribution  of  the  new  burden,  and  great  care  should  be  exercised 
lest  existing  inequalities  be  retained  or  increased. 
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Property  or  privilege  which  has  not  contributed  at  all,  or  has  not 
contributed  its  share  to  the  public  funds^  should  first  be  required 
to  contribute  on  a  parity  with  that  taxed  before  additional  burdens 
are  placed  on  that  already  paying  its  full  share.  In  this  connection 
your  attention  is  respectfully  directed  to  pages  16  to  18  and  24  to 
29  inclusive  of  the  report  of  this  Board  made  to  your  Excellency  on 
January  15,  1915. 

The  condition  precedent  to  liability  to  the  corporate  excess  tax 
is  the  transaction  of  business  for  profit  within  the  state,  and  many 
domestic  corp>orations  are  therefore  not  liable  to  the  tax.  It  appears 
to  the  Board  that  it  is  entirely  proper  that  such  corporations  should 
not  be  liable  to  this  tax,  but  it  also  appears  that  all  domestic  corpora- 
tions not  liable  to,  or  not  paying  a  corresponding  amount  under,  the 
present  corporation  tax,  should  pay  a  moderate  franchise  or  minimum 
tax  for  the  privileges  enjoyed  under  our  laws.  The  imposition  of 
such  a  tax  is  therefore  recommended  because  while  increasing  the 
revenues  somewhat  it  will  also  tend  to  equalize  the  taxes  imposed 
on  corporations  by  the  State.  The  draft  of  a  law  designed  to 
accomplish  this  result  is  submitted  herewith: 

It  U  enacted  by  the  General  Assev^ly  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  769  of  the  Public  Laws,  passed  at  the  January  Session, 
A.  D.  1912,  referred  to  as  the  ''Tax  Act  of  1912, ''  is  hereby  amended  by  adding 
the  following  section: 

"Sec.  49.  Every  corporation,  joint  stock  company  or  association  incor- 
porated in  this  State,  all  hereinafter  referred  to  in  this  section  under  the  term 
'corporation'  which  pays  no  tax  to  the  State  or  a  tax  less  than  two  and  fifty 
one^undredths  dollars  on  each  ten  thousand  dollars  or  fractional  part  thereof 
of  its  authorized  capital,  except  religious,  charitable  and  literary  corporations, 
and  except  corporations  the  property  of  which  is  operated  in  this  State  by  any 
corporation  paying  a  tax  upon  gross  earnings  as  provided  in  Section  25  of  this  act, 
shall  pay  an  annual  franchise  tax  to  the  State  upon  its  authorized  capital  stock 
which  when  added  to  any  tax  paid  by  it  in  the  same  year  to  the  State  on  its 
corporate  excess  shall  equal  two  and  fifty  one-hundredths  dollars  for  each  ten 
thousand  dollars  or  fractional  part  thereof  of  such  authorized  capital:  Provided^ 
^WKver^  that  such  tax  shall  not  be  assessed  against  any  such  corporation  in  the 

year  in  which  such  corporation  is  incorporated. 

11 
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"Every  such  corporation  which  transacts  no  business  for  profit  in  this  State 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  each  year,  return  as  of  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December  next  preceding  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  under  oath 
of  its  treasurer,  or  of  a  duly  authorized  agent  or  officer  of  such  corporation,  if 
organized,  and  if  not  organized,  under  oath  of  someone  authorized  to  act  by  the 
incorporators: 

"  (1)     The  name  of  the  corporation  and  the  location  of  its  principal  office. 

"  (2)  The  amount  of  its  capital  authorized,  and  the  amount  outstanding,  the 
par  value  of  its  capital  stock,  and  if  there  are  different  classes  of  stock,  the  amount 
authorized  and  the  amount  outstanding  of  each  class. 

''The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  on  the  first  business  day  of  June  in  each 
year,  shall  make  up  a  list  of  all  corporations  subject  to  a  tax  upon  their  franchises 
as  aforesaid,  and  shall  assess  a  tax  upon  each  such  corporation  at  suich  rate  as 
will  when  added  to  any  tax  which  such  corporation  pays  or  is  liable  to  pay  to 
the  State  in  the  same  year  equal  two  and  fifty  one-hundredths  dollars  for  each  ten 
thousand  dollars  or  fractional  part  thereof  of  its  authorized  capital.  And  the 
said  board  shall  enter  the  amount  of  the  tax  assessed  against  each  such  corpora- 
tion, and  shall  certify  to  the  correctness  of  such  list  and  deUver  a  duly  attested 
copy  thereof  as  a  pubhc  record  to  the  general  treasurer,  who  shall  receive  and 
collect  the  taxes  so  assessed,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  powers  as  are 
provided  in  sub-section  (5)  of  Section  11  of  this  act.  Said  board  shall  also 
forthwith  mail  a  notice  of  the  amount  of  its  tax  to  each  such  corporation,  but 
failure  to  receive  said  notice  shall  not  excuse  the  non-payment  of  the  tax. 

"The  tax  assessed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  payable  on  the  first  day  of  July  next 
after  its  assessment  as  aforesaid,  and  if  not  paid  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  such  July, 
shall  bear  interest  from  the  first  day  of  such  July  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum 
per  annum  until  paid.  The  general  treasurer  shall,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July 
in  each  year,  make  a  list  of  all  corporations  delinquent  in  the  payment  of  their 
taxes  due  and  payable  on  the  first  of  July  of  each  year  or  years  preceding  under 
this  section,  and  shall  certify  to  the  correctness  of  such  list,  and  deliver  the  same 
forthwith  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 

"Failure  by  any  such  corporation  to  make  the  returns  or  to  pay  the  franchise 
tax  provided  in  this  section  for  a  period  of  three  years  after  the  first  day  of  July 
of  the  year  in  which  any  such  payment  was  due  and  payable,  shall  constitute  a 
ground  for  the  forfeiture  by  such  corporation  of  its  charter  at  law.  In  case  of  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  any  such  corporation  to  make  the  return  or  the  payments 
as  aforesaid  within  the  time  specified  in  this  section,  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  in  each  year,  report  such  failure 
to  the  attorney-general,  together  with  the  name  or  names  of  every  such  delinquent 
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corporation,  and  the  attorney-general  shall  forthwith  file  his  petition  in  the  superior 
court  for  the  county  in  which  such  corporation  is  located,  praying  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  such  corporation,  and  the  superior  court  may  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
Section  27  to  Section  30  inclusive  of  Chapter  213  of  the  General  Laws,  and  amend- 
ments thereof,  decree  such  dissolution  and  have  and  exercise  the  powers  and 
jurisdiction  conferred  upon  it  in  and  by  said  sections  of  Chapter  213  and  amend- 
ments thereof." 

Sec.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 


Savings  Deposits  in  National  Banks. 

Our  present  statute  (Gen.  Laws,  Chap.  39,  Sec.  3-4)  requires  the 

payment  of   a  tax  of   $4  per  $1,000  on  savings  and  participation 

accounts   in  state   banks   and   trust   companies,  a  similar  tax  is 

imposed  upon  the  savings  accounts  and  profits  of  savings  banks, 

the  individual    depositors   are   exempt   from    taxation    on    these 

accounts  and  the  tax  is  paid  by  the  banks  direct  to  the  General 

Treasurer.    Similar  accounts  in  national  banks  are  not  taxed  by 

the  state,  but  the  depositors  are  liable  to  local  taxation  thereon. 

WTiile  these  deposits  are  legally  taxable  in  the  local  jurisdiction  in 

which  their  owner  resides,  the  practical  operation  of  this  provision 

of  our  tax  law  results  in  the  escape  from  taxation  of  substantially 

the  entire  amount  of  these  deposits.    Aside  from  any  necessity  for 

revenue  these  deposits  should  be,  in  the  interest  of  justice,  subjected 

to  the  same  tax  and  as  positive  methods  of  collection  as  are  applied 

to  similar  deposits  in  other  banks. 

Savings  deposits  in  national  banks  are  successfully  taxed  in  Ver- 
mont and  Connecticut.  This  method  of  taxing  savings  deposits  in 
national  banks  originating  in  Vermont  has  been  sustained  by  the 
courts  of  that  state  and  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
Connecticut  law,  modeled  after  that  of  Vermont  and  passed  at  the 
la?t  session  of  the  legislature,  has  been  accepted  by  the  national 
banks  of  that  state  without  exception. 
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The  amount  of  savings  deposits  in  the  national  banks  of  this  state 
is  substantial  and  at  the  rate  applied  to  similar  deposits  in  other 
banks  should  yield  a  revenue  of  several  thousand  dollars. 

The  Board  recommends  the  taxation  of  savings  and  participation 
accounts  in  national  banks  as  a  necessary  step  towards  the  equaliza- 
tion of  the  tax  on  a  class  of  property  which  furnishes  approximately 
one-fifth  of  the  present  state  revenue.  The  draft  of  a  law  designed 
to  accomplish  this  result  is  submitted  herewith : 

It  is  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Every  resident  of  this  State  having,  on  the  last  business  day  of 
June,  an  interest  bearing  deposit  in  a  national  bank  in  this  State  shall,  within 
twenty  days  thereafter,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  annually  report 
in  writing  and  under  oath  the  amount  thereof  and  the  name  and  location  of  such 
bank  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  on  blanks  to  be  prepared  and  furnished 
by  said  Board  to  such  depositor  upon  application  therefor. 

Sec.  2.  Such  reports  shall  be  kept  on  file  by  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
for  three  years  from  and  after  the  dates  on  which  the  taxes  based  thereon  become 
due  and  payable  to  the  State.  Such  reports  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  any  person  other  than  the  members  of  the  said  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners and  the  employees  in  their  office  and  the  attorney-general.  Any  infor- 
mation contained  in  such  reports  shall  not  be  disclosed  by  any  person  authorized 
to  examine  the  same,  except  by  the  direction  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  3.  Every  person  so  having  a  deposit  in  a  national  bank  as  aforesaid 
shall  annually,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  pay  a  tax  to  the 
State  which  is  hereby  assessed  at  the  rate  of  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  annually 
upon  the  amount  of  such  deposit  so  held  by  such  national  bank  on  the  last  business 
day  of  June;  and  no  deduction  therefrom  shall  be  made  on  account  of  any  exemp- 
tion. Notice  of  the  amount  of  said  tax  and  the  amount  of  the  deposit  on  which 
said  tax  is  based  shall  be  mailed  to  each  depositor  liable  to  such  tax,  except  as  other- 
wise provided  in  this  act,  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  on  the  first 
business  day  of  September,  and  failure  to  receive  such  notice  shall  not  excuse 
such  depositor  from  the  payment  of  the  tax.  Said  Board  shall  also  forthwith 
certify  the  amount  of  said  tax  assessed  against  each  depositor  and  the  amount  of 
the  deposit  on  which  said  tax  is  based  to  the  General  Treasurer.  The  taxes 
imposed  by  this  section  shall  be  paid  to  the  General  Treasurer  annually  for  the 
use  of  the  State  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next  following  the  dates 
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whereon  the  reports  provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  arc  required  to  be 
made. 

Sec.  4.  No  other  tax  shall  be  assessed  on  such  deposits  in  national  banks  or 
against  the  depositors  on  account  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  A  depositor  who  willfully  fails  to  make  returns  or  to  pay  the  taxes 
provided  in  this  act  shall  forfeit  five  per  cent,  of  such  deposit  to  the  use  of  the 
State  for  each  month's  delay  in  filing  such  return  or  in  paying  such  tax.  Such  tax 
and  forfeitures  may  be  recovered  in  an  action  on  this  statute  commenced  by  the 
General  Tr^lisurer  in  the  name  of  the  State  in  the  Superior  Court  holden  in  the 
County  of  Providence. 

Sec.  6.  A  person  having  any  of  the  money,  chattels,  effects,  goods,  rights  or 
credits  of  said  depositor  in  his  possession  may  be  summoned  as  trustee  in  any 
action  instituted  under  the  preceding  section. 

Sec.  7.  If  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  or  the  court  wherein  such  action 
is  pending  for  the  recovery  of  such  tax  or  forfeitures  becomes  satisfied  that  such 
faniire  was  not  willful  on  the  part  of  the  depositor,  said  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  or  said  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  waive  any  part  or  all  of  such 
penalty. 

Sec.  8.  If  a  national  bank  in  this  State  so  elects,  it  may  pay  to  the  State  all 
taxes  provided  in  this  act;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  bank  to  deduct  such 
taxes  so  paid  from  the  interest  or  deposits  then  or  thereafter  held  by  it  belonging 
to  the  person  from  whom  such  tax  becomes  due. 

Sec.  9.  If  a  national  bank  makes  the  election  provided  in  the  preceding 
section,  it  shall  file  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  a  stipulation  setting 
forth  such  fact.  If  such  stipulation  is  filed  on  or  before  the  last  business  day 
of  June  in  any  year,  it  shall  take  effect  on  said  last  named  date  and  shall  remain 
in  full  force  and  effect  until  it  shall  thereafter  be  revoked  as  hereinafter 
provided.  No  depositor  in  such  bank  shall  be  required  to  pay  the  tax  or  make 
the  returns  hereinbefore  specified,  covering  any  annual  period  for  which  such 
stipulation  shall  remain  in  force.  A  national  bank  filing  such  stipulation  may 
thereafter  revoke  it  by  returning  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  can- 
cellation the  duplicate  certificates  issued  by  said  board  to  said  bank  under  Section 
10  of  this  act,  the  revocation  to  take  effect  on  the  last  day  of  the  annual  period 
within  which  such  certificates  are  returned  for  cancellation  as  aforesaid.  When 
such  certificates  are  cancelled  as  aforesaid,  said  bank  shall  not  thereafter  be  liable 
to  make  the  payments  provided  in  said  stipulation  except  for  the  annual  period 
in  which  such  cancellation  is  made. 

Sec.  10.  Upon  such  stipulation  being  filed,  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
shall  issue  in  duplicate  to  the  bank  filing  the  same  a  certificate  showing  that  it  has 
filed  the  aforesaid  stipulation. 


86  REPORT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

Sec.  11.  Every  national  bank  filing  such  stipulation  shall  thereupon  become 
liable  to  the  State  to  make  returns  and  pay  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  of  the 
average  amount  of  such  deposits  held  by  such  bank  during  each  twelve  months' 
period  beginning  with  the  last  business  day  of  June  in  which  such  stipulation 
remains  in  force. 

Sec.  12.  If  such  bank  files  a  stipulation  as  hereinbefore  provided  it  shall, 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  file  with  the  General  Treasurer  and  the  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners  a  return  verified  by  the  oath  of  its  president,  cashier 
or  one  of  its  directors,  showing  the  average  amount  of  such  deposits  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  on  the  last  business  day  of  the  preceding  June,  and  shall  for  each 
annual  period  pay  to  the  General  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in 
August  in  each  year,  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  of  such  average  amoimt.  The 
General  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  collect  the  taxes  assessed  hereunder.* 

Sec.  13.  Whenever  in  the  opinion  of  said  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  it 
shall  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State  so  to  do,  they  may  publish  a  notice  in 
such  newspaper  or  newspapers  as  they  shall  designate,  setting  forth  that  the  bank 
or  banks  therein  named  have  filed  or  failed  to  file  a  stipulation,  or  have  elected  to 
revoke  one  already  filed ;  and  may  in  like  manner  notify  all  depositors  having  interest 
bearing  deposits  therein  taxable  under  this  act  to  file  the  proper  returns  as  pro- 
vided in  the  first  section  of  this  act  and  pay  the  tax  assessed  against  such 
depositors  in  case  such  bank  or  banks  shall  fail  to  file  a  stipulation  or  elect  to 
revoke  one  already  filed;  or  that  such  depositors  are  absolved  from  making  such 
returns  and  paying  such  tax  in  case  the  bank  shall  file  a  stipulation  or  elect  to 
continue  one  theretofore  filed. 

Sec.  14.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  to  every  person  having  an 
interest  bearing  deposit  in  a  national  bank  in  this  State  on  participation  or  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  savings  banks. 

Sec.  15.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  property  in  this 
State  exempt  by  law  from  local  taxation;  nor  to  savings  banks,  trust  companies, 
and  savings  banks  and  trust  companies  which  have  interest  bearing  deposits 
in  national  banks;  nor  to  interest  bearing  deposits  of  national  banks  in  another 
national  bank. 

Sec.  16.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as  exempting  from  taxation 
any  deposit  in  any  national  bank,  except  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

Sec.  17.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 
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The  Direct  State  Tax. 

The  direct  state  tax  furnishes  a  necessary  element  of  elasticity  in 
our  revenue  system.  It  presents  a  means  ready  at  hand  for  increasing 
or  decreasing  the  state  revenue  positively  and  quickly  with  results 
easily  determinable  within  narrow  limits.  It  also  possesses  the  further 
advantage,  which  should  not  be  overlooked,  of  operating  as  a  restrain- 
ing influence  upon  expenditures.  Each  municipality  will  have  to 
bear  some  part  of  the  burden,  if  it  is  found  necessary  to  increase  the 
rate,  and  each  would  Ukewise  be  relieved  if  any  reduction  was  made. 

Under  present  conditions  an  increase  or  decrease  of  one  cent  in 
the  present  state  tax  rate  on  each  $100  of  locally  assessed  valuation 
would  increase  or  decrease  the  amount  paid  to  the  state  by  the 
several  cities  and  towns  by  approximately  $70,000.  An  increase  of 
three  cents  in  the  rate  would  thus  increase  the  state  revenue  approxi- 
mately $210,000  and  this  increase,  unless  local  rates  were  abnormally 
high,  would  not  cause  undue  hardship.  The  difficulty  is  that  this 
increase  in  rate,  if  made,  would  not  be  equitably  applied  or  even 
approximately  so. 

The  law  requiring  the  assessment  of  all  property  for  taxation  at 
its  full  and  fair  cash  value  is  specific  and  clear.  It  is  a  well  recognized 
fact,  however,  that  various  bases  of  valuation,  as  well  as  different 
percentages  of  the  full  value,  are  employed  by  the  several  mimicipali- 
ties  in  the  valuation  of  their  property  for  taxation.  The  departures 
from  a  strict  application  of  the  principle  of  full  valuation  for  purposes 
of  assessment  are  all  towards  a  valuation  less  than  100  per  cent., 
and  as  a  result  of  these  irregular  practices  we  have  valuations  in  some 
localities  as  low  as  35  or  40  per  cent,  of  full  value  and  in  others  as 
high  as  approximately  100  per  cent. 

The  practical  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  just  distribution  of  the 
tax  burden  even  in  local  assessment  where  anything  but  the  full 
value  is  used  as  a  base,  is  well  known,  and  the  practice  of  compensat- 
ing for  a  low  valuation  by  a  high  rate  is  generally  condemned. 
Furthermore,  undervaluations  are  mucji  more  inimical  to  justice 
with  regard  to  municipalities  and  the  state  than  between  taxpayers 
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in  the  same  jurisdiction.  Inequalities  in  valuations  of  property 
within  the  same  municipality  may  be  corrected  by  various  means; 
there  is  at  least  some  remedy;  appeal  may  be  had  to  the  assessing 
authorities,  and  if  that  fail,  recourse  may  be  had  to  the  courts. 
The  state  however  has  no  remedy  whatever  at  present  for  the  loss 
of  revenue  thus  sustained  or  for  the  shifting  of  the  burden  of  the 
state  tax.  As  the  municipalities  attempting  to  comply  with  the  law 
relative  to  the  assessment  of  property  have  no  remedy  for  the 
inequality  of  burden  imposed  by  such  compliance,  they  are  impelled 
to  equal  or  outdo,  if  possible,  the  others  in  undervaluation.  An 
increase  in  the  direct  state  tax  rate  would  exaggerate  the  bad 
effects  of  these  inequalities,  and  would  also  tend  to  increase  the 
injustice,  as  the  higher  the  rate  the  greater  the  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  undervaluation. 

Thelnjustice  due  to  the  present  method,  or  rather  lack  of  method, 

.  is  so  manifest  that  the  necessity  for  some  form  of  equalization  of 

local  valuations,  at  least  for  the  purpose  of  state  taxation,  is  apparent. 

If  it  is  intended  to  increase  the  direct  state  tax  rate,  equalization  seems 

almost  imperative. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  equalizing  the  valuations  of  the  several 
municipalities  for  purposes  of  state  taxation  would  of  necessity  be 
gradual.  An  increase  in  the  total  valuation  of  the  state  would 
probably  be  immediately  apparent,  but  the  full  effect  would  not  be 
attained  until  such  time  as  a  large  amount  of  data  could  be  collected 
and  prepared  for  practical  use.  To  make  a  systematic  equalization 
of  local  valuations  for  the  whole  state  within  a  year,  or  even  two  years, 
would  be  an  undertaking  of  such  magnitude  that  the  expense  and  the 
unsettling  of  local  conditions  involved  would  probably  outweigh  the 
immediate  benefits.  A  gradual  readjustment  of  local  valuations  upon 
a  uniform  basis  could  be  consummated  without  great  expense  or 
undue  disturbance  of  local  conditions,  and  would  result  in  a  more 
just  distribution  of  the  burden  of  state  taxation,  and  an  increase  in 
revenue  from  that  source  which  ultimately  would  be  substantial. 
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Proposed  Method  for  Preparing  and  Tabulating  Fiscal  Information 
for  Use  of  Legislature. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  last  paragraph 
of  your  Excellency's  communication  of  September  29th,  1915,  the 
Board  has  compiled  and  tabulated  in  detail  the  expenditures  of  the 
several  departments  for  the  years  1913,  1914  and  1915;  the  total 
revenue  received  by  the  State  for  the  same  period;  the  estimated 
expenditures  for  1916;  and  the  estimated  receipts  and  the  several 
sources  from  which  the  receipts  are  expected  to  be  derived  for  1916. 

The  tables  are  arranged  with  the  idea  of  facilitating  comparison 
between  actual  departmental  expenditures,  both  in  total  and  in 
detail;  the  estimated  expenditures  for  1916  have  been  classified  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  exp)enditures  for  the  three  preceding  years, 
thus  showing  not  only  increases  and  decreases  in  totals,  but  also  the 
items  to  which  the  increases  or  decreases  are  properly  attributable. 

Certain  data  required  for  the  completion  of  the  tables  is  not  avail- 
able until  January  10th;  therefore  the  tables  cannot  be  submitted 
to  your  Excellency  until  such  time  after  that  date  as  is  required  for 
tabulation  and  printing. 

The  form  of  the  tables  and  the  system  of  classification  used  are 
such  that  this  method  of  providing  information  regarding  receipts 
and  disbursements  early  in  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  may 
be  very  easily  carried  out  in  succeeding  years,  if  it  is  deemed  advisable. 
The  Board  has  endeavored  to  collect  and  tabulate  in  convenient 
form  for  reference  and  comparison,  for  use  early  in  January,  material 
which  is  usually  not  available  until  late  in  the  session,  if  at  all.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  members  of  the  legislature  may  be  saved  much  time 
and  annoyance,  as  well  as  labor,  and  the  work  of  the  finance  com- 
mittees of  the  two  houses  facilitated  by  the  use  of  this  material. 

Appreciation. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  gratefully  acknowledges  the 
valuable  assistance  rendered  by  state  tax  officials  generally  in  the 
preparation  of  the  proposed  inheritance  tax  law,  and  in  the  compila- 

12 
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tion  of  the  accompanying  tables  showing  the  classifications  of  heirs, 
rates  and  exemptions  under  the  laws  of  the  several  states.  The 
Board  also  desires  to  give  full  credit  to  the  reports  of  inheritance 
tax  authorities  of  other  states^  works  on  taxation,  and  other  publi- 
cations from  which  quotations  have  been  borrowed,  all  of  which 
have  been  of  great  assistance. 

The  Board  also  wishes  to  express  thanks  for  many  valuable  sugges- 
tions offered  by  practicing  attorneys  and  economists  both  within  and 
without  the  State.  While  it  is  impracticable  to  designate  by  name 
and  thank  individually  every  one  who  has  given  generously  of  his 
time  and  experience,  the  Board  feels  that  its  thanks  are  especially 
due  to  Professor  Charles  J.  Bullock  of  Harvard  University,  Professor 
Edwin  R.  A.  Seligman  of  Columbia  University,  and  Professor 
Henry  B.  Gardner  of  Brown  University  for  many  excellent  suggestions 
and  much  material  aid. 
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The  following  tables  are  intended  to  supply  a  brief  resume  of  the 
inheritance  tax  laws  of  the  several  states  and  territories  of  the 
United  States,  showing  classes,  rates  and  the  amount  of  exemptions. 

Exemptions  are  classed  as  conditional  and  unconditional.  Where 
an  amount  is  allowed  as  a  specific  exemption,  in  any  and  all  events 
it  is  designated  "unconditional,"  to  distinguish  from  those  cases  in 
which  the  shares  of  a  decedent's  estate  are  not  taxed,  provided  the 
same  are  less  than  or  do  not  exceed  an  amount  certain — that  is, 
where  the  exemption  is  conditional. 

Where  the  words  "rate  is  on  excess"  are  found  in  a  note  following 
the  table  of  any  state  or  territory,  the  rate  per  centum  given  in  any 
respective  division  applies  to  the  higher  or  intermediate  amounts  and 
not  to  the  lower.  The  preceding  rate,  if  any,  applies  to  the  lower 
amount. 
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INHERITANCE  TAXES. 

[States  asterisked  (*)  exempt  transfers  to  be  used  for  one  or  more  of  the  (ollowixig  or  kindred 
purposes:  Charitable,  benevolent,  religious,  educational,  literary,  scientific,  state,  county 
municipal.] 


ALABAMA. 


CtASSES. 


Rates  and  Exemptions. 


Had  collateral  inheritance  tax' 

on    personal   property   only  Constitution  adopted  1901  allows  for  collateral  to  2^%.  but  has 


from  1848-1868. 


never  been  made  effective  by  statute. 


ARIZONA. 


Grandfather,  grandmother, 
father,  mother,  husband, 
wife,  child,  brother,  sister, 
son-in-law  or  daughter-in- 
law,  adopted  or  acknowl- 
edged child 


Tncle,  aunt,  niece,  nephew  or 
lineal  descendant  of  same. . . 


All  others. 


1%  on  excess  of  $5,000.     Transfers  less  than  $10,000,  not  taxed. 


2%  on  excess  of  $2,000.     Transfers  less  than  $5,000,  not  taved. 


Transfers 

less  than 

$500.  no  Ux. 


$10,000 
or  lesH, 


3« 


/O' 


$10,000 

to  $20,000, 

4%. 


$20,000 

to  $50,000, 

6%. 


Over 
$50,000, 


Hate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  in  3rd  class  applies  only 
wh3n  shares  are  less  than  $500. 


ARKANSAS.* 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
child,  brother,  sister,  son-in- 
law  or  daughter-in-law, 
adopted  or  acknowledged 
child 


9  o 


H 

2 

o 
a 

e 

% 

o 


All  others , 


$500, 
no  tax. 


a 


3% 


6 


o 


o 

8 

o 

o 

o 
o 
o. 

8i^ 


9% 


12% 


»»o 


2« 


gc^     2g 


o 
o 


157c    I   18% 


21% 


Ocx) 


24% 


Rate  id  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  applies  only  when 
pnymont  of  tax  would  reduce  amount  of  transfer  below  exemption. 
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CALIFORNIA.  * 


Cla.8cie«. 


Rates  and  Exemptions 


Husband,  wife,  lineal  issue, 
lineal  ancestor  i>f  decedent, 
adopted  or  acknowledged 
child,  lineal  issue  of  either. . . 


dJoS 

•rj.-i  •3 

o  o  ■•* 


01 


Brother,  sister,  desrendnnt  of 
rame,  son-in-law  or  daughter- 
in-law $2,000,  no  tax.     3%    ;    6 


rr 
/o 


Aunt,    unck*,    descendant    of  j 

same Sl.OOO.  no  tax.     4%    I    8% 


All  others $500,  no  tax.     5%        10% 


s 

s 


Ob? 


CI 


9  %    '12  %       15%      20% 


10% 


15%      20%      25% 


15% 


20%      25% 


30% 


6? 


25% 


30% 


30% 


Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  unconditional. 


COLORADO.  ♦ 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
child.  brother,  sister, 
daughter-in-law  or  son-in- 
law,  adopted  or  acknowl- 
edged relation  of  child, 
iioeal  descendant 


$10,000  no  tax. 
If  transfer  does 
not  vest  in  per- 
petuity exemp- 
tion not  allowed. 


$100,000  $100,000;     q^^^. 

less,      $200.000, '•^'°^' 

2%  3%  * 


I'dcI?,  aunt,  niece,  nephew,  or 
lineal  descendant  of  same. . . 


AH  others. 


(Transfers  of 

$500  or  leas, 

no  tax. 


Transfers  of 

$500  or  less, 

no  tax. 


$20,000     $20,0C0 
or  to 


leas. 

"  /C 


$50,000 
to 


$50,000.  $100,000. 
4%  5% 


$10,000 

or 

less, 

4% 


$10,000 

to 
$20,000. 

5% 


$20,000 

to 

$50,000, 

6% 


Over 
$100,000, 

6% 


$50,000 

$ioo.oo(r*^?2'5^' 


Over 


8% 


10% 


Rate  on  whole  amount  of  transfer.    Exemption  applies  to   individual  shares.     Exemption  in 
nd  and  3rd  daases  applies  only  when  shares  ao  not  exceed  $500. 


CONNECTICUT. » 


Parent,  grand-parent,  husband, 
wife,  lineal  descendant, 
adopted  child,  lineal  descend- 
tot  of  same,  adoptive  parent 


Si'Q-in-Iaw  or  daushter-ln-law, 
'>p-  child,  brother  or  sister, 
f  }U  or  half  blood,  descendant 
of  brother  or  sister 


All  others. 


$10,000, 
no  tax. 


$3,000, 
no  tax. 


$500, 
no  tax. 


$50,000 

or 

less. 

1% 


$25,000 

or  less, 

3% 


$50,000 
or  lees, 

5% 


$50,000 

to 

$250,000, 

2% 


$25,000  to 

$50,000. 

5% 


$50,000  to 

$250,000, 

6% 


$250,000. 

to 
$1,000,000. 

3% 


$50,000  to 

$250,000, 

6% 


$250,000  to 
$1,000,000, 

7% 


Over 
$1,000,000. 

4% 


S250.000  to 
$1,000,000. 

7% 


Over 
$1,000,000, 

8% 


Over 
$1,000,000, 

8% 


Rate  on  whole  amount  of  transfer.   Tax  on  net  estate.   Exemption  applies  to  each  class  as  whole, 
therefore  $13,500  is  the  greatest  total  exemption  allowed. 


94 


REPORT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


Classes. 


Father,  mother,  grandfather, 
grandmother,  wife,  husband, 
child,  adopted  child,  lineal 
descendant  of  decedent .... 


Brother,  sister,  of  whole  or 
half  blood,  or  descendant  of 
same 


DELAWARE.* 

RaTSS   and   EXBlfPTIONS. 


Not  Used. 


I     Over 
$500. 
$500.  no  tax.       1%      \ 


Aunt,  uncle,  or  descendant  of 
same $500,  no  tax.       2% 


Great    aunt,  great    uncle,    ori 

descendant  of  same >  $500,  no  tax.       3% 


.\I1  others $500,  no  tax.       5% 


Tax  on  collaterals  only.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  unconditional. 


FLORIDA. 


None. 


Passage  of  act  by  legislature  attempted  in  1915. 


GEORGIA.* 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
child,  brother,  sistar. 
daughter-in-law,  adopted 
child,  lineal  descendant  of 
decedent 


$5,000,  no  tax. 


All  others $5,000,  no  tax. 


1%  on  excess. 


5%  on  excess. 


Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  unconditional. 


IDAHO.* 


Husband,    wife,    lineal    issue, 
lineal  ancestor  of  decedent.! 


o5 
•c   .o 


adopted     or     acknowledged;       -^^^  C 
child,  lineal  issue  of  same . . . '       S  ^  S 

si 


2 -So 


8 


5« 


Sfe^     I 


Brother,  sister,  or  descendant 

of      same,      son-in-law,      or'      $2,000. 
daughter-in-law I      no  tax. 


Aunt,  uncle,  or  descendant  of<      $1,500, 
same no  tax. 


Great    aunt,   great    uncle,    or       $1,000, 
descendant  of  same no  tax. 


All  others, 


$500. 
no  tax. 


1 

l.h% 

3% 

4% 

5%        , 

2>i5 


/cr 


3% 


3?4% 


4»5% 


6% 


7H7o 


6<^- 


/o 


8% 


10% 


7H% 


10%  121^% 


a 


4>a  /o 


9<^ 


12% 


15% 


Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applicV  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  unconditional. 
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ILLINOIS. « 


Classes. 


Rates  and  Exeuptioxs. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
rhild,  brother,  sister,  son^- 
Isw  or  daughter-in4aw. 
adopted  or  acknowledged 
child,  lineal  descendant  of 
decedent 


Uncle,  aunt,  niece,  nephew,  or 
lineal  descendant  of  same . . 


M 

s 

o 
a 


o 

CM 


All  others , 


$2,000, 
no  tax. 


Transfers 

less  than 

$500, 

no  tax. 


8 


§^ 


H 

O  c 


$20,000 

or  less, 

2%. 


Over 
$20,000. 

4%. 

not  upon 

excess. 


$10,000 
or  less, 

3%. 


$10,000 

to 
$20,000, 

4%. 


$20,000 

to 
$50,000. 

6%. 


$50,000 

to 
$100,000, 

6%. 


Over 
$100,000. 
10%. 


Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  in  3rd  class  applies  only 
to  shares  less  than  $500. 


INDIANA.  ♦ 


Husband,  wife,  lineal  issue, 
lineal  ancestor,  adopted  or 
acknowledged  child,  lineal 
issue  of  same 


III 


Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  son-in-law  or  daughter- 
in-law  

Aunt,    uncle,    descendant    of 


same. 


Great  aunt,  great    uncle,  ds- 
soendant  of  same 


$500,  no  tax. 


$250,  no  tax. 


l^ 

s 

^.» 

0 

i 

i 

s 

a 

1 

l&^ 

Ui 

u 

CM-Js 

1H% 

2K% 

3(N 


CO 


>7* 


> 

o 


3%     '  ZH7c 


All  others. 


$150,  no  tax. 
$100,  no  tax. 


3% 

4>^% 

4% 

6% 

5% 

7H% 

• 

6%        7H% 


8% 


10% 


10%     I   12H% 


4H% 


9% 


12% 


15% 


Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  unconditional. 


IOWA.  ♦ 


Husband,  wife,  father,  mother, 
lineal  descendant,  adopted 
child,  lineal   descendant  of 


An  others , 


Aliens,  non-residents  of  U.  S . 


Not  taxed. 


Estates  o(  $1,000;  .?J^ 
or  less,  no  tax.  '  ♦^gS^' 


Estates  of  $1,000:    Over  $1,000,  20%  except  to  brother  or  siuter 
or  less,  no  tax.    I  of  decedent,  then  10%. 


Tax  on  collaterals  only.  Exemption  applies  to  estate  as  whole,  but  only  when  such  estate  does 
Dot  exceed  $1,000. 

Subjects  of  Great  Britain  can  be  taxed  only  at  5%  rate  by  decision  of  Iowa  Supreme  Court,  on 
KoouBt  of  existinc  treaty. 
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KANSAS.  ♦ 


Classes. 


Husband,  wife,  lineal  ancestor, 
lineal  descendant,  adopted 
child,  lineal  descendant  of 
same,  son-in-law  or  daugb  ter- 
in-law 


Rates  and  Exeuptioks. 


Ncft  taxed. 


Brother,  sifter 


M 

o 
a 


All  others , 


o  o 


!i 


to 


2«  d 


Less  than  $200, 
no  tax. 


6% 


«.o 

ZCU5 


O 

e 

jB 


8 
S3 


l«       I  go 


7H%  10%     I   12H% 


15% 


Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares,  but  only,  in  clam  3,  when  shares  are  less  than  $200. 

tif  amount  of  transfer  after  allowins  exemption  of  $5,000  is  less  than  $200,  no  tax  is  imposed. 
Whsn  a  distributive  share  is  composed  of  property  both  within  and  without  the  stAte,  only  such 
proportion  of  the  $5,000  exemption  is  allowed  as  the  value  of  the  property  within  the  state  com- 
prising such  share  bears  to  the  total  value  of  such  share. 


KENTUCKY. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife,, 
lawful   issue,    son-in-law    on 
daughter-in-law,        adopted 
child,    lineal   descendant   of 
decedent 


Not  taxed. 


All  others $500,  no  tax. 


Over  $500. 


Tax  on  collaterals  only.     Exemption,  would  seem  to  apply  to  individual  shares. 


LOUISIANA* 


Direct  descendants  or  ascend- 
ants or  surviving  wife  or  hus- 
band of  decedent 


Transfers  less 

than  $10,000. 

no  tax. 


All  others ■  No  exemption. 


$10,000  or 
over, 


All  amounts. 


Exemption  applies  to  individual  Mharo:},  but  only  when  such  shares  are  Ie<t9  than  $10,000. 

Tax  dops  not  apply  to  proporty  inherited,  bequeathed  or  donated  which  has  borne  its  just  pro- 
portion of  taxeH  prior  to  the  time  of  such  donation,  bequobt  or  inheritance. 
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MAINE.* 


Ci«&a8i 


Hmbaad  wife,  lineal  aneeetor, 
Goeal  deeoendant,  adopted 
ehfld,  adopttve  parent,  son^o- 
law  or  daugfater-in-law. . . . 


Brather,    aieter,    uncle,    aunt, 
nephew,  niece,  cousin 


Allothen. 


$500,  no  tax. 


$500,  no  tax. 


Ratbs  ▲md  EznfPTXOMS. 


i 


4% 


fi% 


'0 


8 
5 

§5 


4H% 


'o 


'o 


04 


8" 


5% 


7% 


Ezemptjon  appUee  to  individual  aharee,  but  eome  courts  tax  upon  entire  amount  if  over  exemp- 
DOD,  while  others  tax  only  the  exoeaa  over  exemption.  This  uncertainty  also  prerails  in  case  of 
btf|B  estates  and  tax  may  be  upon  excess  or  not  as  court  pleases. 


MARYLAND. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
rfwMnftii,  ijtif^i  dosoendrantn 
of  decedent. 


.^othere. 


Not  taxed. 


$500  to  estate 

as  whole, 

no  tax. 


Ovw$fi00, 

5% 


Tax  on  odDatoralB  only.    Exemption  applies  to  estote  as  whole. 


MASSACHUSETTS.  * 


HiMbaad,  wife,  lineal  ancestor, 
fineal  descendant,  adopted 
cfaOd,  Bneal  descendant  of 
isne,  adoptive  parent,  lineal 
of 


Brother, 
blood. 


half  or  whole 
I,  nephew 


AJl  others. 


ai 


5^5 


I? 

o  ^ 

h 


M 

5 

o 


I 


So 

CI 


^ 

« 


s 
a 

s 


•»«»eo 


5^« 


i 


CO 


o 


•to 


iteoo 


iteoo 


Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares,  but  only  when  such  shares  do  not 
ntxed  $10,000  or  S1,000.  respectively,  in  class  1,  and  $1,000  in  classes  2  and  3.  but  in  no  event 
ouMt  tax  reduce  the  share  below  the  exempted  amount;  i.  e.,  $10,001  can  be  taxed  only  $1.00,  or 
00  ihare  has  than  $10,101.01  can  be  taxed  at  the  1%  rate,  when  the  transfer  is  one  entitled  to  a 
110,000  eaenu>tion. 
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MICHIGAN.* 


RjLTKS  AMD  BxaicPTiONa. 


Grand  parent,  parent,  huaband, 
wife,  child,  brother,  oister, 
son-in-law  or  daushter-in* 
law,  adopted  or  acknowledged 
child 


All  others. 


Transfers  less 
than  $5,000  to 
wife.  less  than 

$2,000  to 
others,  no  tax. 


than  $100. 
no  tax. 


$5,000  or 

oTsr  to  wife. 

$2,000  or 

ov«rto 

others,  1% 


$100  or 
over,  5% 


Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares,  but  only  when  such  shares  are  less  than  $5,000  or 
$2,000,  respectively,  in  class  1,  and  are  leas  than  $100  in  olass  2.  Tax  applies  only  to  persooal 
property  in  elaas  1. 


MINNESOTA. « 


Wife,  lineal  issue 

$10,000. 
no  tax. 

$15,000  or 
less, 
1%. 

$15,000  to 

$30,000, 

1H%- 

$30,000  to 

$50,000. 

2%. 

$50,000  to 

$100,000. 

2H%. 

Over 

$100,000, 

3%. 

• 

Husband,  adopted  or  aeknowl- 
edged  child,  lineal  issue  of 
Bftmo 

$10,000, 
no  tax. 

1H% 

2H7o 

3% 

3H% 

4H% 

Lineal  anoestor .....  ^ ....  t  . . 

$3,000. 
no  tax. 

iyi% 

2H% 

3% 

3H% 

4H% 

Brother,  sister,  nephew,  nieoe, 

$1,000. 
no  tax. 

3% 

^H7o 

6% 

7H% 

9% 

Aunt,  iinde,  or  descendant  of 
same 

$250, 
no  tax. 

4% 

6% 

8% 

10% 

12% 

All  others,  exeept  as  below ..... 

$100. 
no  tax. 

5% 

7H% 

10% 

12H% 

15% 

PubHo    hospital,    educational, 
isations  within  state 

$2,500, 
no  tax. 

2% 

8% 

4% 

6% 

0% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  unconditional. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Noms. 


No  Tax. 


MISSOURI.* 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
adopted  child,  direct  lineal 
descendant  of  testator 


All  others. 


Not  taxed. 


No  exemption. 


AU  amounts, 
6% 


Tax  on  eollaterals  only.    No  exemption. 
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Ratbb  AMD  -ExuanoifB. 


Fkther,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
ddld,  brother,  aiatar,  aon-ixt- 
hw  or  daughter-in-law, 
adopted  or  aolcnowledged 
child,  lineal  deacendant  of 
decedent. 


Estates 
than  $7,600, 
no  tax. 


AQotben. 


Estates  lees 

than  $600, 

no  tax 


$7,600  or 

over. 

1% 


$600  or 

over, 

6% 


Enmption  a|>i>lie8  to  estate  as  whole.  Estates  less  than  exemption  not  taxed  in  olass  I.  Eaemp- 
tioQ  in  elssi  2  applies  only  when  estate  is  less  than  $600.  Intention  seems  to  have  been  to  exempt 
real  estate  to  dire^  heirs,  but  law  exempts  real  estate  to  all  direct  heirs  except  father,  mother, 
htubsDd  sod  wife  and  taxas  them  at  the  collateral  rate,  6%. 


NEBRASKA. 


Fatber.  mother,  husband,  wife, 
ehila,  brother,  sister,  son-in- 
Isw  or  daughter-in-law. 
adootsd  or  acknowledged 
ehila,  lineal  descendant  of 
dMsdant. 


Uork,  aunt,  niece,  nephew,  or 
lineal  descendant  of  same . . . 


AH  others. 


$10,000, 
no  tax. 


$2,000, 
no  tax. 


Trsnafen 

less  than 

$500. 

no  tax. 


Over 
$10,000. 

1% 


Over 

$2,000. 

2% 


$6,000  or 
less, 

2%. 


$5,000  to 

$10,000. 

8%. 


$10,000  to 

$20,000, 

4%. 


$20,000  to 
$50,000, 


Over 
$60,000, 


Rate  ison  exeeos.    Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  in  3rd  elaes  applies  only 
vhen  sharas  are  less  than  $500. 


NEVADA. 


Hubaod,  wife,  lineal  Issue, 
Imeal  aneestor  of  decedent^ 
adopted  or  aoknowledged 
child,  lineal  issue  of  same. . . 


Brather,  sister,  descendant  of 
■ame,  son-in-law  or  daui^ter- 
ia-lftw 


Aunt,    uncle,    descendant    of 


Oteat  sunt,  gnat  uncle,  de- 
aoendaot  of 


Anothen. 


IP 

'Cwo 


§• 


$10,000,  no  tax. 


$5,000,  no  tax. 


No  exemption. 


No  exemption. 


^ 


g 


•o 

CI 


2% 


3% 


4% 


6% 


o 


4% 


6% 


8% 


10% 


3 


Sf 


6% 


9% 


12% 


15% 


8! 


8% 


12% 


16% 


20% 


lO 


10% 


16% 


20% 


25% 


Riis  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  unconditional. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE.* 


Clamu. 

Ratbs  and  ExsMFnoim. 

• 

Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
brother,         sister,       lineal 
descendant,  adopted    child, 
lineal  deoendant   of   same, 
son-in-law  or  daughter-in-law. 

NotUxed. 

AU  others 

5%.     No  exemption. 

Tax  on  collaterals  only. 


NEW  JERSEY.* 


Husband,  wife,  child,  issue  of 
sanM,  adopted  child,  issue  of 
same,  aoknowledced  child  . . 

• 

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

$50,000 

or  less, 

1%. 

$50,000  to 

$150,000, 

1H%. 

$150,000  to 
$250,000, 

2%. 

Over 
$250,000. 
3%. 

Father,  mother,  brother,  sister, 
soii4n-law  or  daugh  ter-in-law. 

$5,000, 
no  tax. 

1 

2%         '       2H% 

3% 

4% 

AU  others 

Transfers 

less  than 

$500,  no  tax. 

6% 

5% 

5% 

6% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  in  3rd  class  applies  only 
when  shares  are  less  than  $500. 


NEW  MEXICO. 


NONB. 


No  Tax. 


NEW  YORK.  ♦ 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
child,  brother,  sister,  son-in- 
law      or      daughter-in-law. 
adopted     or     acknowledged 
child,  lineal  descendant  of  de- 
cedent  

First 
$5,000. 
no  tax. 

Next 
$50,000 
or  less, 

1%. 

Next 

$250,000 
or  less. 

2%. 

Next 

$1,000,000. 

or  less, 

3%. 

Any  greater 
amount, 

4%. 

Ail  others 

First 
$1,000. 

5% 

6% 

7% 

8% 

no  tax. 

Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Exemption  unconditional.     Four  per  cent,  and  8% 
rates  apply  only  on  amounts  in  excess  of  $1,305,000  in  first  daas  and  $1,301,000  in  second  d 
rsspeotiveiy,  under  N.  y.  Supreme  Court  decision. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA.  # 


CLAaBBS. 


lineal  ijHae,  lineal  Mioettor, 
huabuid,  wife,  adopted 
efaild 


Brother,  alrter,  deeoendant  of 


AUoUwiB 


If 

•»«4^  o 


RaTXS  and  BxBlfPTIONS. 


No  exemption. 


No  exemption. 


i 


§ 


3% 


5% 


8 

«» 

3 


4% 


•% 


SCO 


8S 


fi% 


7% 


5^ 


«% 


8% 


65 

lO 


7% 


9% 


tEzeepi  grandchildren*  who  have  but  one  exemption  of  the  child  they  represent. 
Rate  ia  on  ezceea.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  unconditional. 


NORTH  DAKOTA.* 


Hoflband,  wife,  father,  mother, 
lineal  descendant,  adopted 
child,  lineal   descendant  of 


Brother,   sister,  son-in-law  or 
danchtei^n-law 


Aunt,    uncle,    descendant    of 


Afl  others. 


Afiens,  corporations  not  inoor- 


oens,  eorporauo) 
porated  in  U.  S 


•too 


$500,  no  tax. 


No  exemption. 


No  exemption. 


No  exemption. 


J 


$25,000 
or  less, 
1H%. 


3% 


6% 


25% 


s^ 


§1 


$25,000 

to 

$50,000, 

2>i%. 


4«% 


6% 


25% 


65 
5« 


Ml 


$50,000 
'    to 
$100,000. 

3%. 


6% 


9% 


25% 


65 

CO 


O 


$100,000 

to 

$500,000. 

3Ji%. 


7H% 


12% 


25% 


'c 


Over 

$500,000, 

4H%. 


9% 


15% 


25% 


Bats  is  on 


Exemption  would  seem  to  apply  to  estate  as  a  whole. 


OHIO. « 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
fineal  deeoendant,  adopted 
child 


AOothen. 


Not  taxed. 


$500,  no 
tax. 


Over  $500, 

5%. 


Collateral  tax  only.     Exemption  applies  to  sstate  as  whole. 
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OKLAHOBiA.  * 


Clamh. 

Rath  and  ExBurnom. 

Father,  motber,  buibMid,  wife, 
ohild,    brother,    eister,    gon- 
in-Uiw    or    d»ughier-in-bkw, 
adopted    or     eoknowledsed 
chUd 

S15.000  to  widow. 

$10,000  to  nhiM. 

$5,000  to  othen. 

no  tax. 

$25,000 

or  leas, 

1%. 

$26,000  to 

$50,000, 

2%. 

$50,000  to 

$100,000. 

8%. 

Over 

$100,000. 

4%. 

All  othen 

$2,500.  no  tax. 

r 

fi% 

6% 

8% 

10% 

Rate  ifl  on  exoeat.    Exemption  appbea  to  individual  aharea.    Exemption  onoonditiooal. 


OREGON.  ♦ 


Grandfather,        grandmother, 
father,      mother,     huaband. 
wife,   child,   brother,    aister. 
■on-in-law  or  daughter-in-law, 
adopted     or    acknowledged 
child,  lineal  deacendant    of 
decedent 

Tranafen   leaa 
than  $10,000. 

no  tax. 
If  over  $10,000. 
$5,000,  no  tax. 

1%  on  exoeaa. 

» 

Unde,    aunt,    nieoe.    nephew, 
Kneal  deeoendant  of  aame . .  • 

Tranafere  lees 
than  $5,000, 

no  tax. 
If  over  $5,000. 
$3,000.  no  tax. 

2%  on  exoeaa. 

All  others 

Tranafers  leas 

than  $500, 

no  tax. 

$10,000 

or  leai, 

3%. 

$10,000  to 
$20,000. 

$20,000  to 

$50,000. 

5%. 

Over 
$50,000. 

49J 

)• 

6%. 

Rate  ia  on  exceaa.  Exemption  appUea  to  individual  aharaa.  with  additional  exemption  in  entirety 
to  tranafera  leaa  than  $10,000  in  claaa  1.  and  $5,000  in  claaa  2.  Exemption  in  3rd  elaaa  appliea  only 
when  aharea  are  leaa  than  $500. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Father,  mother,  huaband,  wife, 
child,     atep-child,     adopted 
child,  lineal  deaoendanta  of 
decedent,  daughter-in-law. . . 

Not  taxed. 

m 

All  othera 

Tranafera  leaa 

than  $250. 

no  tax. 

$250 

or  over, 

5%. 

r 

Collateral  tax  only.    Exemption  appliea  to  individual  aharea,  but  only  when  auch  aharea  are  lesa 
than  $250. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


None. 


Act  recommended  by  joint  special  committee  in  1910. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


CI.4B8] 


R^TSS  AMD  EXBMPTIOim. 


None. 


No  tax. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA.* 


Wlfe,Ii]wtlianie. 


Huabuid,  lineal  anoestor. 
adopted  or  aoknowtodgea 
child,  lineal  iasue  of  same . . . 


Brother,  sister,  demandant  of 
•ame.  son-in-law  or  daughter- 
in-lav 


Aiiat,    tinole,    descendant    of 


AD  others. 


o 
a 


$10,000  to  aU 
but  lineal  anoeetor, 

$3,000  to  lineal 
ancestor,  no  tax. 


$1,000,  no  tax. 


$260,  no  tax. 


$100,  no  tax. 


iH 

i 


IH% 


8% 


4% 


S% 


8^ 


3K% 


4H% 


6% 


7H% 


3% 


6% 


8% 


10% 


8 


I' 


C4 


3H% 


7H% 


'o 


10% 


12H% 


CO 


s 

f-4 

5 


4H% 


9% 


12% 


16% 


Rite  is  on  excess.  Exemption  appHes  to  individual  shares.  Exemption  unconditional.  Municipal 
eotpocations  alone  exempt;  $2,500  exemption  allowed  to  hospital,  educational,  religious  and 
charitable  inatitutioDs. 


TENNESSEE. « 


Father,  motber,  husband,  wife, 
ditikL  Hneal  descendants  of 
docMent 


AU  others. 


Estates  less 

than  $10,000, 

no  tax. 


Estates  less 

than  $260, 

no  tax. 


$20,000 
or  less, 

1%. 


$260  or  orer, 
6% 


Ov«r 

$20,000, 

1«%. 


Bate  uparantly  is  not  on  excess.    Exenqytion  appEes  to  estate  as  whole,  but  only  when  entire 
catatsis  bss  thaa  $10,000  in  class  1,  and  $260  in  class  2. 
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TEXAS. « 


ChABM 


RaTSS  and  EmCPTIOHB. 


Father,  mothsr,  husband,  wife, 
direct  lineal  descendant  of 
decedent 


Not  taxed. 


Lineal  ascendant,  brother, 
mster,  lineal  descendant  of 
same 


Uncle,  aunt,  lineal  descendant 
of  same 


AUothtfs. 


$1,000. 
no  tax. 


$500, 
no  tax. 


at 


3% 


4% 


i 


5.^ 


4% 


5H% 


6% 


7% 


S 


teco 


8H% 


S! 


7% 


10% 


'o 


to 


O 


8% 


12% 


Rate  is  on  excess.   Exemption  appIiM  to  individual  shares.  Exemption  unconditional.  Collateral 
and  lineal  ascendant  tax  only. 


UTAH. 


Nod 


$10,000,  no  tax. 


$25,000  or 
3% 


Over  $25,000, 
5% 


Exemption  applies  to  whole  estate. 


VERMONT. « 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
lineal  descendant,  step-child, 
adoi^ted  child,  child  of  either, 
son-m-law  or  daughter-in-law. 

Not  taxed. 

All  others 

No  exemption. 

6% 

Collateral  tax  only. 


VIRGINIA. » 


Grandfather,  grandmother, 
father,  mother,  husband, 
wife,  brother,  sister,  lineal 
descendant  of  decedent 


All  others. 


Not  taxed. 


No  exemption. 


All  amounts, 
6% 


Collateral  tax  only. 
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WASHINGTON.* 


CLAflBIS. 

lUns  AMD  Examnoira. 

Fkthw,  mothar,  huaband,  wife, 
KuBftl  daMendant,   adopted 
efaild,  UomJ  deooendant  of 

SUM 

$10,000,  no  tax. 

1%  on  excess. 

CoDatenl  hein  to  and  inehid- 
mg  tto  3rd  degree  of  rela- 

uODSDlD .....  ---  ..-.1.1..... 

No  exemption. 

$50,000  or 
398. 

$50,000  to 

$100,000. 

4H%. 

Over 

$100,000, 

6%. 

AUothen 

No  exemption. 

6%. 

9%. 

12%. 

Bate  is  on 


I.  Exemption  applies  to  estate  as  whole.   Rate  of  25%  on  aliens  repealed  in  1011. 


WEST  VIRGINIA.  ♦ 


Wife,  husband,  ohild,  lineal 
deseendant  at  lineal  ancestor 
of  dscedsnt 


Brother,  sister  (not  half  blood). 


o  S 

II 

Si 

•»«afl 


No  exemption. 


AH  otben t  No  exemption 


I 


O 
^ 


5% 


8 


7H% 


o 

8 
8 


3%      !    4H%    !      6% 


10% 


8i 


7H% 


12«% 


CO 


O 


0% 


16% 


Bate  is  on 


Ehiemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  unoondidonal. 


WISCONSIN.  * 


Hoiband,  wife,  lineal  issue, 
fineal  anceetor,  adopted  or 
MicDOwledced  child,  lineal 
of 


Brother, 


descendant  of 
,w  or  dauchter- 


Avat,  onde,  doaocndant  of  same 


Gnat  aant,  sroat  uncle,   de- 
iBeodant  of  same 


AUothen. 


m 


$500,  no  tax. 


$250,  no  tax. 


$150,  no  tax. 


$100,  no  tax. 


I 

8 


SI 


1J^% 


3% 


4% 


6% 


o 


U 


2H7o 


4H% 


6% 


7H% 


8 


5n 


• 

8: 


3% 

SH7o 

6% 

7H% 

8% 

10% 

10%        12H% 


CO 


O 


^H% 


9% 


12% 


15% 


Hate  is  on  ezoeas.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.   Exemption  must  ooma  out  of  first 
125,000,  which  is  always  at  lowest  rate.    Exemption  unconditional. 
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Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
ohUd,  brother,  sister,  son4n- 
law  or  daushter-in-law, 
adopted  or  acknowledged 
child,  lineal  descendant  of 
decedent 


All  others. 


WYOMING. 


Ratu  and  Ezbmptions. 


$10,000, 
no  tax. 


Transfervless  than 
$500,  no  tax. 


Over  $10,000, 
2% 


$fiOO  or  oyer, 
5% 


Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.    Exemption  in  class  2  applies  only  to  shares 
$600. 


less  than 


ALASKA. 


None. 


No  tax. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


None. 


Act  passed  House  in  1910;  failed  in  Senate. 


HAWAII. 


Parent,  huri>aaid,  wife,  child, 
grandchild,  adopted  child. . . 


All  others . 


$5,000,  no  tax. 


$500,  no  tax. 


2%  on  excess. 


5%  on  excess. 


Exemption  applies  to  individual  shares.     Property  passing  to  class  2  may  also  be  taxed 
income  under  income  tax  law;  property  passing  to  clan  1  may  not  be  so  taxed. 


PORTO  RICO. 


Wife,        child,        grandchild, 
adopted  child 

Not  taxed. 

Husband,  lineal  descendant. . . 

$200,  no  tax. 

$6,000, 

or  less. 

1%. 

$6,000  to 
$20,000, 

1H%. 

$20,000  to 
$50,000. 

2%. 

Over 
$50,000. 

3%. 

All  Others 

$200.  no  Ux. 

3%. 

4H%. 

6%. 

9%. 

Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  unconditional. 


PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 


None. 


No  tax. 


9taXt  of  VtifeStt  Jfllattii  atib  9rntrt2>»nr»  ^^^uitatUnua 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  TBB 


Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 


MADE  TO  THB 


GOYERNOR 


OP  TBB 


STATE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND 


JANUARY  15,  1917 


PROVIDENCE 

E.  L.  FREEMAN  COMPANY,   PRINTERS 

1917 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Paob 

Letter  of  Transmittal 4 

Report 5 

State  Tax  and  Local  Valuations 8 

State  Tax  on  Corporations 9 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax 10 

Public  Service  Corporations 12 

Tax  on  Bank  Shares 12 

Saving?  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks 13 

The  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916 14 

Tax  Conferences 21 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association 24 

Table  I,  I-a 25-27 

Table  II 28 

Table  III 29-30 

Table  IV 31 

Table  V»  V-a 32 

Table  VI  (Insert.) 33 

Table  VII 34-39 

Table  VIII 4(M3 

Table  IX 44r-47 

Table  X 48^9 


[PuBUO  Laws,  Chap.  760.  | 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  report  to  the  governor  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in  each  year  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith 
present  such,  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in 
each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof, 
with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the 
better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary 
or  advisable. 


I^ETTBR  or  TRANSMlTTAIi, 


To  His  Excellency y  R.  Livingston  Beeckman,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of 
the  Public  Laws,  approved  February  15th,  1912,  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  fifth  annual  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  P.  MAHOXEY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
Providence,  R.  I.  Jan.  15,  1917. 


REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Tax  Commiesiouers  is  required  by  Section  7,  Chapter 
769  of  the  Public  Laws,  to  make  a  report  annually  to  the  Governor 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  for  presentation  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

Tlie  law  provides  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of 
tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals 
pa3dng  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to 
the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of 
taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distin- 
guishing the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the 

r 

amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation, 
with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the 
better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may 
deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  information  required  to  be  set  forth  in  tabulated  form  is 
contained  in  ten  separate  tables  in  this  report,  the  same  general 
63rstein  being  followed  as  last  year.  Where  classifications  have  been 
made  the  methods  used  in  previous  reports  have  been  followed  so  far 
as  possible,  thus  facilitating  comparisons  between  the  several  reports. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  State,  the  taxes  paid  direct  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  the  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
the  classified  valuations,  tax  rates  and  total  property  exempt  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  the  classification  of  property  exempt  from 
taxation,  and  the  per  capita  valuations,  are  set  forth  in  the  order 
given. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  imder  separate 
headings  as  in  former  reports.  There  are,  however,  two  additions 
to  the  items  under  the  heading  '' Assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners." 
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The  passage  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916,  approved  February 
22,  1916,  and  the  act  imposing  a  tax  upon  savings  and  participation 
accounts  in  National  Banks,  approved  April  7, 1916,  provide  the  two 
new  sources  of  revenue  which  are  shown  under  the  above  heading. 

The  act  imposing  a  franchise  and  minimum  tax  upon  domestic 
corporations  also  provides  a  new  source  of  revenue,  but  this  amoimt  is 
carried  under  the  item  Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous 
Corporations.  The  amount  received  from  this  tax  is  not  large,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  will  decrease  rapidly,  and  it  seemed 
advisable  to  include  the  tax  imposed  by  this  law  with  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  corporations  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tax  Act  of 
1912,  rather  than  to  complicate  the  table  by  the  addition  of  a  com- 
paratively small  item. 

It  also  seemed  advisable  for  the  purposes  of  this  report  to  include 
the  extra  three-cent  State  tax  under  the  heading  ''State  Tax  on 
Cities  and  Towns."  While  this  tax,  unlike  the  regular  direct  State 
tax,  is  for  a  specific  purpose,  it  is  nevertheless  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
locally  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  and  should 
be  treated,  so  far  as  this  report  is  concerned,  in  connection  with  the 
direct  State  tax. 

Two  new  sources  of  revenue  therefore  appearing  in  the  present 
classification  are  the  Inheritance  Tax,  and  Tax  on  Savings  and 
Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  the  following 
headings: 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 

Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

Corporation  Charters. 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

Bank  Shares. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 
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Inheritance  Tax. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

Rent  of  03rster  Grounds. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources  enu- 
merated in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  years 
from  1896  to  1916,  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the 
total  revenue,  is  set  forth  in  Table  I. 

The  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  1916  by  corporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  General  Treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid,  is 
shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amount  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Tax  Act  of  1912,  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III,  IV,  V  and  V-a. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  total  property  exempt 
and  total  property  assessed  are  set  forth  in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  all  property  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chapter 
769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  56  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  is 
set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  years  1914, 1915  and  1916  are  set  forth  in  Table  IX. 


•Under  the  heading  "MiBoellaneous"  are  ooUeoted  such  items  of  revenue  m  are  earned  by  and 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School,  State 
Board  of  Public  Roads,  State  Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole  or  in 
part  to  the  prosecutors,  and  in  general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations. 
These  items  are  large  in  the  aggregate,  and  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  State  revenue,  but  they 
sre  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the 
State.  The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several  departments,  and  require  no 
eoasJdeiBtion  by  this  ^oard. 
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The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the 
enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  is  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

State  Tax  and  Local  Valuations. 

The  direct  State  tax  continues  to  be  the  largest  single  item  of 
revenue,  and  this  was  the  case  in  1916  without  taking  into  account 
the  addition  of  the  three  cent  tax  to  provide  funds  to  be  expended  for 

State  highways.  J''-.3S,G0:  '  >  1 

The  total  amoimt  received  from  the  direct  State  tax  was  •firiO,nr>T],l(i^. 
or  22%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State.  Even  allowing  for  the 
increase  in  rate,  the  revenue  from  this  source  shows  a  substantial 
gain  over  last  year.  Three  cities  and  twenty-four  towns  show  an 
increase  in  the  value  of  land  for  1916,  amounting  to  $1,152,990.00. 
The  net  increase  in  the  valuation  of  buildings  for  the  year  is  $7,753,962. 

The  net  increase  in  the  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  is 
$5,349,750,  and  of  intangible  personalty,  $9,020,753.*  This  increase 
in  the  valuation  of  intangible  property  is  entirely  inadequate  and 
probably  does  not  represent  the  increase  in  value  of  securities  liable 
to  local  taxation. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  in  many  jurisdictions  is 
extremely  low.  In  a  number  of  instances  the  pay  of  the  assessors  is 
so  small,  and  the  facilities  furnished  for  their  work  are  so  inadequate, 
that  practically  nothing  is  done  to  bring  this  class  of  property  upon 
the  tax  roll. 

Local  valuations  in  many  instances  leave  much  to  be  desired  in 
several  directions,  but  an  examination  of  the  totals  in  Table  VI 
clearly  shows  a  very  considerable  general  improvement. 

Several  towns  have  made  more  or  less  complete  revaluations 
within  the  last  five  years.  The  most  recent  serious  attempt  at  a 
systematic  revaluation  was  made  by  the  town  of  Hopkinton.  Every 
parcel  of  property  in  the  town  was  examined  and  revalued,  a  com- 

*The  increase  in  intangible  personalty  assessed  in  1015  owe  1914  was  $2,883,820. 
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prehensive  card  index  system  was  established,  and  suitable  field 
books  were  used.  The  result  of  this  revaluation  was  an  increase  in 
the  total  valuation  of  the  town  of  approximately  28%  and  a  much 
more  equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  burden. 

The  Board  finds  the  principal  causes  of  trouble  to  be  insufficient 
pay  and  a  lack  of  suitable  equipment  to  do  the  work  necessary  to 
obtain  a  proper  valuation.  The  assessors  are  usually  found  to  have 
the  necessary  knowledge,  experience  and  enthusiasm  to  do  good 
work  if  proper  means  are  furnished.  Without  the  necessary  equip- 
ment, with  no  maps,  indexes  or  field  books,  they  feel  that  they  would 
be  wasting  their  time*  to  attempt  a  systematic  revaluation. 

State  Tax  on  G>rporations. 

There  was  a  substantial  gain  in  the  corporate  excess  tax  assessed 
and  collected  in  1916  over  the  assessment  and  collections  of  the 
previous  year.  This  was  due  to  the  marked  increase  in  the  value  of 
the  securities  of  the  corporations  liable  to  the  tax,  and  also  to  the 
fact  that  more  capital  was  used  in  corporate  enterprises. 

The  amount  of  corporate  excess  tax  assessed  in  1916  with  delinquent 
taxes  and  interest  thereon  was  $612,617.16,  the  largest  assessment 
since  the  enactment  of  the  law. 

The  number  of  corporations  making  returns  was  1,998;  the  number 
liable  to  a  tax  1,715;  and  the  number  assessed  1,500. 

The  marked  improvement  in  business  conditions  in  1915  over 
those  of  the  previous  year  is  reflected  in  the  increase  in  the  receipts 
from  the  corporate  excess  tax,  and  it  may  be  well  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a  falling  off  in  business  activity  will  be  followed  just  as 
promptly  by  a  decrease. 

Local  assessed  valuations  of  the  tangible  property  of  corporations 
increased  to  a  considerable  extent  and  amounted  to  $137,826,745.62, 
as  against  $126,402,958.80  for  the  previous  year,  but  the  increase  in 
the  total  corporate  value  was  sufficient  to  take  up  the  increase  in 
local  assessments  and  show  a  substantial  gain  over  1915. 
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The  corporate  excess  taxable  in  Rhode  Island  for  1916  was  $152 - 
292,869.70,  as  compared  with  $134,048,694 .  14  in  1915,  showing  a  net 
increase  in  taxable  corporate  excess  of  $18,244,175.56. 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax. 

Chapter  1362  of  the  Public  Laws,  approved  April  10, 1916,  provides 
for  a  minimum  tax  on  all  domestic  corporations  whether  transacting 
business  or  not,  except  charitable,  religious  and  literary  corx)oratioiis, 
public  service  corporations,  and  insurance  corporations. 

The  tax  is  imposed  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  on  each^$10,000  or  fractional 
part  thereof  of  authorized  capital.  If  a  corporation  is  liable  to  and 
pays  a  tax  upon  its  corporate  excess,  but  such  amount  paid  is  less 
than  the  amount  represented  by  an  assessment  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  on 
each  $10,000  or  fractional  part  thereof  of  authorized  capital,  the 
franchise  tax  is  assessed  in  an  amount  sufficient  to  make  the  sum  of 
the  corporate  excess  tax  and  the  franchise  tax  equal  to  a  tax  of  $2.50 
on  each  $10,000  or  fractional  part  thereof  of  authorized  capital.  All 
domestic  corporations  unless  exempt  must  pay  a  tax  at  least  equal 
to  the  minimum  fixed  by  law. 

The  act  also  provides,  in  case  of  failure  to  pay  the  tax  for  a  p)eriod 
of  three  years,  or  failure  to  make  the  returns  required,  that  the 
Attorney  General,  upon  notification  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners of  such  failure,  shall  forthwith  bring  suit  for  the  dissolution  of 
such  delinquent  corporations  in  the  Superior  Court  for  Providence 
County. 

It  was  not  anticipated  that  this  law  would,  or  intended  that  it 
should,  produce  any  considerable  amount  of  revenue.  It  was 
intended  primarily  to  prevent  over-capitalization  and  to  bring  about 
the  dissolution  of  a  large  number  of  corporations  which  had  been 
inactive  for  a  long  time,  or  had  never  been  active  at  all. 

The  provisions  for  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  under  our 
General  Laws  make  it  somewhat  troublesome  and  expensive  to 
dissolve  a  corporation,  and  this  law  was  intended  to  provide  a  con- 
venient and  economical  means  for  accomplishing  this  end.     Upon 
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the  passage  of  the  act  the  authorized  capital  of  many  corporations 
was  immediately  reduced,  and  some  corporations  were  dissolved 
under  the  provisions  of  the  General  Law.  By  far  the  greater  number 
are  allowing  the  law  to  take  its  course,  and  will  probably  be  dissolved 
by  decree  of  court  at  the  expiration  of  the  three  years  as  provided  by 
the  law. 
A  number  of  corporations  for  various  reasons  paid  the  tax  and  the 

> 

amount  received  by  the  General  Treasurer  from  this  source  for  the 
use  of  the  State  was  116,650.31. 

The  Board  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  discovering  all 
of  the  corporations  liable  to  the  tax,  and  in  many  instances  corpora- 
tions had  been  out  of  business  for  so  long  a  time  that  no  information 
regarding  them  could  be  obtained  other  than  that  contained  in  the 
act  of  incorporation. 

The  law  appears  to  the  Board  to  be  accomplishing  its  purpose, 
and  its  administration,  while  somewhat  difficult,  will  be  less  and  less 
80  from  year  to  year.  The  amoimt  of  revenue  received,  while 
comparativdy  small,  was  substantial,  but  it  will  probably  be  con- 
siderably less  in  the  future. 

The  rate  of  taxation  seems  to  be  sufficiently  high  to  accomplish 
the  desired  result,  and  within  a  few  years  hundreds  of  useless  or 
unused  charters  will  no  longer  encumber  the  records  of  the  State  to 
no  purpose. 

Number  of  franchise  taxes  assessed 2,690 

Number  of  franchise  taxes  assessed  on  corporations 

which  filed  returns 676 

Number  of  corporations  paying  part  franchise  and 

part  corporate  excess  taxes 143 

Amoimt  of  franchise  taxes  assessed $96,537  07 

Amount  of  franchise  taxes  assessed  against  corpora- 
tions paying  part  franchise  and  part  corporate 

excess  taxes $3,550  75 

Total  authorized  capital  stock  on  corporations  against 

which  franchise  taxes  alone  were  assessed $367,655,221  00 
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Amount  of  capital  stock  of  corporations  paying  part 

franchise  taxes $22,340,147  60 

Amount  of  franchise  taxes  paid $16,650  31 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

The  tax  on  the  gross  earnings  of  public  service  corporations  con- 
tinueS|to  show  a  substantial  increase.  The  amoimt  of  revenue  received 
in  1916  exceeded  the  receipts  for  the  previous  year  by  $5,887.43, 
and  the  number  of  corporations  paying  a  tax  has  increased  by  three  as 
compared  with  last  year. 

The  total  amount  of  tax  assessed  against  public  service  corporations 
for  1916  was  $231,893.34,  compared  with  $225,312.16  in  1915. 

Tax  on  Bank  Shares. 

The  operation  of  Sections  21  to  24,  inclusive,  of  the  Tax  Act  of 
1912,  as  amended  by  Chapter  1068  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1914,  is 
very  imsatisfactory.  An  examination  of  the  statistics  relative  to 
this  tax  shown  in  Tables  V  and  V-a  indicates  the  inadequacy  of  the 
law  to  meet  existing  conditions.  The  tax  is  not  only  entirely  inade- 
quate but  its  distribution  is  very  inequitable  and  unjust. 

The  amount  of  this  tax  has  fallen  from  $66,714.82  assessed  in 
1914  to  $28,211.14  in  1916,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that 
it  will  be  still  farther  reduced  in  1917. 

The  appraised  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  banks  and  trust  compan- 
ies has  remained,  as  was  to  be  expected,  practically  the  same  for  the 
three  years  imder  consideration,  but  the  appraised  value  of  the  capital 
stock  of  those  banks  and  trust  companies  paying  a  tax  has  been 
reduced  from  $29,793,791  in  1914  to  $15,120,865  in  1916.  There  is 
approximately  $28,000,000  of  intangible  property  involved,  and  a  tax 
upon  this  amoimt  of  $28,211.14  amounts  to  a  tax  of  approximately 
one-tenth  of  one  per  cent.,  or  a  practical  exemption  of  bank  shares 
from  taxation.  The  law  xmfortunately  does  not  operate  in  this 
imiform  manner.    The  whole  tax  of  $28,211.14  falls  upon  capital 
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stock  the  appraised  value  of  which  is  $15,1^7865,  of  which  approxi- 
mately $13,000,000  is  intangible.  The  balance  of  intangible  value, 
8ome  S15,000,000,  escapes  taxation  altogether. 

The  inequity  and  injustice  of  such  a  tax  law  is  too  apparent  to 
require  further  analysis,  and  the  Board  respectfully  suggests  in  the 
interests  of  justice  and  equity  that  that  part  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912 
which  relates  to  the  taxation  of  bank  shares  be  repealed,  or  amended 
so  as  to  distribute  the  burden  of  taxation  more  justly  and  equitably. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

Chapter  1359  of  the  Public  Laws,  approved  April  7th,  1916,  pro- 
vides for  a  tax  upon  savings  and  participation  accounts  in  national 
banks  at  the  same  rate  as  is  imposed  upon  similar  deposits  in  other 
banking  institutions.  The  law  provides  that  any  resident  of  the 
State  having  a  savings  or  participation  account  in  a  national  bank 
shall  make  a  return  of  such  account  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners and  be  assessed  a  tax  upon  such  accoimt  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars.  Severe  penalty  is  imposed  for 
failure  to  make  such  return,  but  if  the  national  bank  desires  it  may 
file  a  stipulation  with  the  Board  agreeing  to  pay  a  tax  at  the  aforesaid 
rate  upon  the  amoimt  of  its  savings  and  participation  accounts 
liable  to  the  tax  as  of  the  last  business  day  of  June  in  each  year,  and  if 
the  national  bank  elects  to  make  the  above  stipulation  the  depositor 
is  relieved  from  making  a  return  to  the  Board  and  his  deposit  is 
exempt  from  local  taxation,  the  same  as  if  such  deposit  were  in  a 
savings  bank,  state  bank  or  trust  company. 

The  law  also  provides  that  when  a  national  bank  elects  to  make  the 
aforesaid  stipulation  the  Board  in  its  discretion  may  publish  such 
notice  in  the  public  press  as  the  occasion  requires. 

There  was  no  opposition  upon  the  part  of  the  national  banks  to  the 
passage  of  the  act,  and  every  national  bank  in  the  State  filed  the 
stipulation  agreeing  to  pay  the  tax  imposed.  The  stipulation  was 
filed  with  the  Board  by  the  national  banks  whether  they  had  savings 
or  participation  accounts  or  not,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  and 
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expeiise  of  publishing  notices.  The  hearty  and  intelligent  cooperation 
of  the  banks  with  the  Board  of  Tax  CJommissioners  made  the  admin- 
istration of  the  law  simply  a  matter  of  detail  and  no  difficulty  what- 
ever was  experienced  by  the  Board  in  its  administration.  The 
amount  of  revenue  received  for  the  use  of  the  State  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  law  was  $24,025.47. 

The  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916. 

The  passage  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916,  Public  Laws 
Chapter  1339,  introduced  a  new  source  of  revenue  into  the  taxation 
S3rstem  of  Rhode  Island,  and  while  the  law  followed  closely  in  its 
main  provisions  principles  long  since  thoroughly  and  successfully 
worked  out  in  other  states,  in  some  respects  it  differed  widely  from 
any  law  now  in  force  in  this  country. 

The  principal  departure  from  the  usual  form  of  law  in  force  in 
the  United  States  was  in  the  imposition  of  a  separate  tax  upon  both 
the  net  estate  and  upon  the  devise,  legacy  or  bequest.  The  tax  upon 
the  net  estate  is  a  tax  upon  the  right  to  transfer,  and  the  tax  upon 
the  devise,  legacy  or  bequest  a  tax  upon  the  right  to  receive. 

The  law  has  not  been  in  operation  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
enable  the  Board  to  pass  judgment  upon  it  in  all  of  its  details,  but 
thus  far  experience  indicates  that  but  few  minor  changes  are  either 
advisable  or  necessary. 

So  far  as  it  is  possible  at  present  to  determine,  the  law  having 
been  in  force  but  ten  months,  the  provision  taxing  both  the  right  to 
transfer  and  the  right  to  receive  is  a  wise  one  and  has  accomplished 
all  that  was  expected.  It  apparently  has  removed  much  of  the 
complication  usually  incident  to  the  administration  of  inheritance  tax 
laws  and  tends  to  remove  troublesome  and  annoying  delays  in  the 
administration  of  estates,  and  has  produced  a  considerable  amoimt 
of  revenue. 

In  many  instances  when  the  estates  were  not  of  sufficient  size  to 
be  liable  to  a  tax  on  the  right  to  receive,  inventories  and  supple- 
mental statements  were  filed  at  the  same  time  by  executors  or  admin- 
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istrators  in  person.  In  a  number  of  these  cases  it  was  possible  to 
compute  the  tax  at  once,  the  tax  was  assessed,  all  necessary  releases 
furnished,  and  the  tax  paid  within  an  hour. 

In  the  larger  estates  the  determination  of  the  exact  amount  of  the 
net  estate  generally  requires  considerable  time.  It  is  not  possible 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  debts  and  allowances  for  several 
months  after  the  inventory  is  filed.  In  many  such  cases  the  executors 
or  adnunistrators  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  Section  3  and 
make  a  deposit  of  an  amount,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  is 
sufficient  to  cover  the  net  estate  tax.  Releases  and  permits  for  the 
transfer  of  stocks  and  bonds  are  then  issued  by  the  Board  and  much 
annoyance  and  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  is  avoided. 

The  provisions  of  Section  19,  which  allow  a  settlement  to  be 
effected  as  to  the  amoimt  of  any  tax  with  the  approval  of  the  Attorney 
General,  also  has  proved  effective  in  avoiding  delay  and  annoyance. 
Satisfactory  adjustments  have  been  reached  under  the  provisions  of 
this  section  in  several  cases,  and  the  taxes  paid  within  six  months 
of  the  filing  of  the  inventory.  These  payments  would  otherwise  have 
been  delayed  for  several  years,  with  all  the  incidental  annoyance  to 
heirs  and  administrators,  and  the  State  would  have  beep  deprived  of 
the  use  of  the  f imds  during  the  period  of  delay. 

The  appraisal  of  estates  has  been  found  a  matter  of  comparatively 
slight  difliculty.  Except  in  determining  the  value  of  stocks  and 
bonds,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  appoint  appraisers  on  but  two 
estates,  where  the  nature  of  the  property  involved  was  such  as 
to  require  the  services  of  experts.  The  amount  of  property  involved 
in  each  of  these  cases  was  comparatively  small.  In  all  cases  the 
valuations  fixed  by  the  Board  have  been  accepted  without  objection. 
While  the  appraisal  of  estates  has  not  proved  as  difficult  as  was 
expected,  the  detail  work  incident  to  the  administration  of  the  law 
has  been  greatly  in  excess  of  anything  anticipated. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  which  make  the  tax  a  lien  upon  the 
property  transferred,  require  the 'keeping  of  very  complete  records 
and  comprehensive  indexes,  in  order  that  questions  relating  to  the 
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payment  of  the  tax  and  the  property  involved  may  be  promptly 
answered.  In  the  near  future  it  will  be  necessary,  whenever  the 
title  to  any  parcel  of  real  estate  is  examined,  to  ascertain  whether 
all  inheritance  taxes  imposed  by  the  law  have  been  paid.  Unless 
proper  records  suitably  indexed  are  kept,  in  time  the  amount  of  work 
required  in  looking  up  such  matters  will  be  very  considerable,  and 
the  delay  and  annoyance,  even  in  cases  where  the  law  has  been  fully 
complied  with,  will  be  great.  It  appears  most  important  that  these 
records  should  be  at  all  times  up  to  date,  and  they  must  of  necessity 
be  permanent,  as  questions  involving  property  transferred  may  arise 
even  after  the  lapse  of  many  years. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  resident  decedents  leaving  estates 
which  are  never  probated,  and  there  is  no  way  in  which  the  Board  can 
determine  whether  any  taxes  are  due  in  such  cases  except  by  examin- 
ing the  records  and  by  personal  investigation.  In  cases  of  this 
kind,  the  failure  to  make  the  returns  required  by  law  may,  and  in 
most  cases  will,  be  discovered  at  some  time,  but  it  appears  to  the  Board 
that  to  leave  the  matter  more  or  less  to  chance  is  not  wise,  and  that 
such  information  as  is  necessary  for  the  Board  to  have  on  file  should 
be  obtained  4s  soon  as  possible  after  the  death  of  a  resident  of  the 
State.  Such  information  may  be  obtained  usually  without  much 
diflSiculty  at  the  time,  but  the  difficulty  increases  as  time  passes,  and 
eventually  it  may  be  practically  impossible  to  obtain  it. 

This  work,  which  appears  to  the  Board  to  be  of  great  importance, 
cannot  be  carried  out  with  the  present  clerical  force,  and  the  Board 
respectfully  recommends  that  the  amount  available  for  appraisals  be 
reduced  to  $1,000  and  the  department  be  allowed  another  clerk  at  a 
salary  not  to  exceed  $1,000  per  annum. 

The  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916  was  approved  February  22nd,  and 
took  eflFect  immediately.  The  passage  of  the  Act  was  anticipated 
by  the  Board,  and  the  necessary  blanks  for  permission  to  transfer 
stocks  and  bonds,  for  inventories,  supplemental  statements  and 
notices  were  ready  for  use  as  soon  as  the  law  became  effective.  So 
far  as  possible  the  necessary  organization  was  completed  in  time  to 
transact  the  business  incidental  to  the  immediate  administration  of 
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the  new  law,  and  no  delay  whatever  was  due  to  lack  of  preparation 
on  the  part  of  the  department.  The  first  inventory  of  an  estate  was 
filed  on  March  28th  and  the  first  tax  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
was  assessed  on  April  1,  and  the  first  pa3nnent  was  made  on  April  4th. 

The  total  number  of  estates  returning  to  the  Board  was  1,038^ 
and  the  total  amount  of  property  inventoried  was  S8,288;481.92. 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  number  of  estates  making 
returns,  the  amount  of  property  involved,  and  the  amount  of  the 
tax  assessed,  to  December  31st,  1916: 

Number  of  estates  making  returns 1,038 

Number  of  inventories  filed 784 

Number  of  supplemental  statements  filed 137 

Number  of  estates  upon  which  taxes  were  assessed. .  .  54 

Number  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes  were  due ....  212 

Value  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes  were  due $324,429  85 

Number  of  estates  upon  which  amount  of  tax  has  not 

been  determined 772 

Value  of  property  inventoried $8,288,481  92 

Value  of  taxable  estate  assessed $7,226,253  35 

Amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  net  estates $36,130  99 

Amount  on  deposit  under  Sec.  3  (10  estates) 6,129  11 

Amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  legacies  and  successions : 

At  Yt  per  cent.  (20) $2,326  15 

At  1  per  cent.  (15) 19,378  36 

At  lYi  per  cent.  (7) 15,417  42 

At  2  per  cent.  (3) 15,000  00 

At  2H  per  cent.  (3) 14,952  66 

At  3  per  cent.  (2) 23,634  41 

At  5  per  cent.  (8) *  1,410  65 

$92,119  65  92,119  65 


Total  amount  of  tax,  including  deposits $134,379  75 

3 
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Section  2  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  reads  in  part  as  follows: 

"Section  2.  The  value  of  the  net  estate  of  a  resident  decedent  for  the  asBess- 
ment  of  the  tax  imposed  by  Section  1  of  this  act  shall  be  ascertained  by  taking  the 
full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  real  property  located  within  this  State  and  of  any 
interest  therein,  and  of  the  tangible  and  intangible  personal  property  of  the 
decedent  at  the  date  of  his  decease,  including  the  property  and  interests  described 
in  paragraphs  2,  3  and  4  of  Section  5  of  this  act,  and  adding  thereto  all  gains 
made  during  the  settlement  of  the  estate  in  reducing  the  intangible  personal 
property  thereof  to  possession,  except  so  much  of  such  intangible  personal  prop- 
erty as  is  represented  by  bonds  and  stock  in  any  corporation,  and  income  accruing 
after  death." 

A  strict  interpretation  of  this  passage  would  require  the  addition 
of  income  accruing  after  death  to  the  value  of  the  net  estate.  The 
law  requires  the  filing  of  an  inventory  of  the  estate  within  thirty 
days  of  the  appointment  of  the  executor,  administrator  or  trustee, 
and  within  one  year  thereafter  a  further  statement  setting  forth  the 
gains  or  losses  sustained  in  settling  the  estate,  together  with  debts, 
allowances  and  all  other  claims.  It  appears  from  the  foregoing 
that  the  tax  upon  the  net  estate  cannot  be  determined  in  any  case 
where  the  supplemental  statement  is  not  filed  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  allowed  by  law,  until  thirteen  months  after  the  appointment 
of  the  executor  or  administrator.  The  delay  might  be  for  a  con- 
siderably longer  period,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  value  of  the  net 
estate  could  not  be  ascertained  imtil  the  amount  of  debts  and  claims 
was  positively  determined.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  income 
accruing  after  death  may  become  a  considerable  factor  in  the  amount 

m 

of  the  tax  assessed,  if  the  estate  is  a  large  one  and  pa3rment  is  delayed 
for  a  considerable  time.  Section  1  of  the  Act  defines  the  tax  upon 
the  net  estate  "as  a  tax  upon  the  right  to  transfer,"  and  as  the  great 
weight  of  legal  authority  deems  the  transfer  to  take  place  upon  the 
death  of  the  testator,  it  is  manifestly  improper  to  compute  the  tax 
upon  property  other  than  that  owned  at  the  date  of  death.  This 
opinion  seems  to  be  borne  out  by  the  law  in  excepting  gains  or  losses 
on  stocks  and  bonds,  the  value  of  which  may  usually  be  determined 
with  accuracy  on  one  date  as  well  as  another.    The  value  of  other 
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personalty,  such  as  book  accounts  and  notes,  cannot  be  determined 
until  reduced  to  possession.  The  actual  amount  obtained  in  the 
settlement  of  the  estate,  therefore,  is  the  proper  amount  upon  which 
to  assess  the  tax  in  such  cases. 

There  appears  to  be  considerable  legal  authority  for  interpreting 
the  section  in  question  as  excepting  income  accrijung  after  death,  not 
withstanding  the  wording  and  punctuation.  The  punctuaticm  of  the 
sentence,  however,  introduces  a  troublesome  ambiguity.  By  striking 
out  the  comma  after  ''corporation"  and  before  "and"  in  that  part 
of  Section  2  above  quoted,  all  question  as  to  interpretation  would 
be  removed. 

If,  however,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  assess  a  tax 
upon  the  income  accruing  after  death,  the  section  should  be  so 
amended  that  the  date  of  transfer  would  be  positively  fixed  as  of  the 
date  of  assessing  the  tax,  and  the  time  at  which  the  tax  becomes  due 
and  payable  should  also  be  definitely  fixed  as  in  the  case  of  taxes 
assessed  under  Section  5  of  the  Act,  and  a  penalty  imposed  for  delay 
in  payment  of  the  tax  beyond  the  date  fixed. 

Section  10  provides  that  all  taxes  imposed  under  Section  6  shall  be 
due  and  payable  six  months  after  the  first  appointed  executor  or 
administrator  liable  therefor  shall  file  his  bond,  and  a  discount  is 
allowed  if  paid  within  such  six  mpnths,  and  a  penalty  is  imposed 
for  non-payment  of  the  tax  if  payment  is  delayed  beyond  fifteen 
months  from  filing  of  said  bond.  The  date  upon  which  the  taxes 
assessed  under  Section  5  are  due  and  payable  is  positively  fixed, 
and  the  penalty  also  begins  to  run  from  a  fixed  date,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  the  amount  of  the  net  estate  cannot  be  determined  within  the 
time  specified. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that  the  loss  of  the  discount  for  delay  in 
payment  beyond  six  months  after  the  inventory  is  filed,  and  the 
penalty  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum  for  delay  beyond  fifteen  months, 
is  sufficient  to  cause  due  diligence  on  the  part  of  executors  and 
administrators,  and  to  compensate  for  such  losses  as  may  occur  from 
not  adding  the  income  accruing  after  death. 
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From  the  standpoint  of  administration  much  is  to  be  said  against 
adding  the  income  accruing  after  death.  What  amount  of  accrued 
dividends  or  interest  is  to  be  added,  and  how  to  determine  the  amount 
when  dividends  have  not  been  declared,  or  the  interest  rate  fixed, 
present  questions  of  great  difficulty,  and  provide  ahnost  imlimited 
opportunity  for  disagreement  and  litigation.  The  amount  of  revenue 
to  be  gained  does  not  appear  to  warrant  the  incidental  complications 
in  the  administration  of  the  law  and  the  annoyance  to  those  paying  the 
tax.  The  Board  respectfully  reconunends  that  Section  2  be  amended 
by  striking  out  the  comma  referred  to. 

A  question  of  considerable  importance  and  complexity  arises  in 
the  case. of  contingent  remainders  not  immediately  determinable. 
There  appears  to  be  little  question  that  some  of  these  are  taxable 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  5,  and  according  to  the  provisions  of 
Section  10  the  tax  is  due  and  payable  six  months  after  the  filing  of  the 
bond  by  the  first  appointed  executor  or  administrator  liable  for  the 
tax. 

This  date  is  positively  fixed  and  the  penalty  appears  to  run  after 
the  expiration  of  fifteen  months  from  the  filing  of  the  bond.  This 
appears  to  be  the  case  even  if  the  amount  of  the  tax  cannot  be  deter- 
mined, and  no  matter  what  the  cause  of  the  delay.  If  the  delay  is 
caused  by  reason  of  claims  made  upon  the  estate,  necessary  litigation 
or  other  unavoidable  cause,  the  penalty  is  reduced  from  8  per  cent, 
to  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  question  whether  or  not  a  tax  can  be  considered  to  be  imposed 
under  the  law  when  the  Board  cannot  determine  its  amount,  and 
which  therefore  cannot  be  paid  perhaps  for  a  number  of  years,  is 
perplexing  and  may  be  the  cause  of  much  litigation  later,  particularly 
it)  as  the  law  seems  to  provide,  a  penalty  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum 
begins  to  rim  fifteen  months  after  the  filing  of  the  inventory.  It 
appears  to  the  Board  that  Section  10  should  be  amended  so  as  to 
except  indeterminate  remainders  from  the  penalty  until  such  time  as 
the  amount  of  the  tax  can  be  determined,  and  the  Board  recommends 
that  Section  10  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — 
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"Section  10.  All  taxes  imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act,  unless  otherwise 
herein  provided,  shall  be  due  and  payable  six  months  after  the  first  appointed 
executor  or  administrator  liable  therefor  shall  file  his  bond,  and  if  paid  within 
said  period  a  discount  of  four  per  centum  shall  be  allowed  and  deducted  there- 
from. If  such  tax  is  not  paid  within  nine  months  from  the  accrual  thereof, 
interest  shall  be  charged  and  collected  thereon  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum 
per  aonimi  from  the  time  the  tax  accrues,  unless  by  reason  of  claims  made  upon 
the  estate,  necessary  litigation,  or  other  unavoidable  cause  of  delay  such  tax 
cannot  be  determined  and  paid  as  herein  provided,  in  which  case  interest  at  the 
Rtte  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  shall  be  charged  upon  such  tax  from  the  accrual 
thereof  until  the  cause  of  such  delay  is  removed,  after  which  eight  per  centum 
per  annum  shall  be  charged:  Provided^  that  litigation  to  defeat  the  payment 
of  such  tax  shall  not  be  considered  necessary  litigation.  The  tax  imposed  on  a 
tnoitfer  described  in  paragraph  4  of  Section  5  of  this  act  shall  be  due  and  payable 
by  the  trustee  when  the  amount  thereof  is  certified  by  the  board  of  tax  commit- 
noners  to  the  general  treasurer,  and  if  paid  within  thirty  days  thereafter  a  discount 
of  four  per  centum  shall  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom,  but  if  not  paid 
within  said  thirty  days  interest  shall  be  charged  and  collected  thereon  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date  such  tax  is  certified  as  aforesaid 
until  it  18  paid.  The  tax  imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act  on  a  transfer  which  is 
not  presently  taxable  shall  be  due  and  payable  when  the  amount  thereof  is  cer- 
tified by  the  board  of  tax  commissioners  to  the  general  treasurer,  and  if  paid  within 
thirty  days  thereafter  a  discount  of  four  per  centum  shall  be  allowed  and  deducted 
therefrom,  but  if  not  paid  within  said  thirty  days  interest  shall  be  charged  and 
ooUeeted  thereon  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date  such 
tax  is  certified  as  aforesaid  until  it  is  paid." 

Tax  Conferences. 

Under  appointm^it  by  your  Excellency  members  of  the  Board 
attended  the  Tenth  Annual  Conference  of  the  National  Tax  Asso- 
ciation at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  August  28th  to  31st,  1916. 

Questions  dealmg  with  the  administration  of  tax  laws  by  both 
State  and  municipal  officials  occupied  a  prominent  share  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  cpnf  erence.  These  discussions,  embracing  as  they  did 
many  problems  which  are  continually  arising  in  the  every-day 
experience  of  taxing  authorities,  were  of  great  practical  value, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  status,  manner  of  selection,  rate  of 
compensation,  and  tenure  of  office  of  local  assessors. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  phase  of  State  taxation  on  the  program 
was  the  growing  tendency  in  the  direction  of  a  State  income  tax  as  a 
substitute,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  the  classified  property  tax.    Valu- 
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able  reports  were  submitted  by  a  committee  on  methods  of  apportion- 
ing interstate  properties  to  the  several  states,  by  the  Committee  on 
Federal  Income  Tax  (a  supplementary  report) ,  and  by  a  committee 
on  educational  work. 

The  Conference  adopted  resolutions  making  recommendations  to 
the  National  Tax  Association  as  follows: 

Resolved:  That  this  conference  recommend  to  the  National  Tax  Aasociation 
that  the  Association  cooperate  with  all  responsible  organisations  interested  in 
promoting  economy  and  efficiency  in  government,  and  with  all  organisations 
engaged  in  promoting  uniformity  of  State  laws. 

Resolved:  That  this  conference  recoounend  to  the  National  Tax  Association 
that  the  officers  and  executive  committee  of  the  association  provide  for  the 
compilation,  publication  and  distribution  of  a  thorough-going  manual  of  assess- 
ment, with  especial  reference  to  the  needs  of  minor  civic  divisions  such  as  villages, 
and  towns,  distribution  to  be  free  to  all  public  officials. 

Resolved:  That  this  conference  recommend  to  the  National  Tax  Association 
the  appointment  of  a  conmuttee  to  consider  the  subject  of  Federal  taxation  of 
inheritances  and  report  to  the  next  conference. 

Resolved:  That  this  conference  reconmiend  to  the  National  Tax  Association 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of  a  model  system  of  State  and 
local  taxation  and  to  report  to  the  next  conference. 

The  Conference  also  adopted  the  following  resolution,  looking  to 
the  extension  of  the  influence  and  usefulness  of  the  National  Tax 
Association: 

Rescived:  That  we  favor  the  establishment  of  doaer  relations  with  all  business, 
trade,  agricultural,  civic,  local  improvement,  and  like  organizations  throughout 
the  country  for  the  promotion  of  a  more  general  interest  in  all  problems  of  taxa- 
tion. To  this  end  we  hereby  recommend  to  the  officers  and  executive  committee 
that  they  provide  in  their  discretion  for  such  headquarters  stafif  as  may  be  practi- 
cable and  needful  for  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  Association  in  this  direction. 

Reference  is  respectfully  made  to  the  published  proceedings  of  the 
Conference  for  full  details  of  the  discxissions  and  reports  above 
referred  to. 

NEW  ENGLAND  TAX  CONFERENCE. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Conference  of  the  New  England  State  Tax 
Officials  'Association  was  held  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  December  7th  and 
8th,  and  was  participated  in,  as  all  previous  conferences  of  this  Asso- 
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ciatioQ  have  been,  by  representatives  from  all  the  State  Tax  Depart- 
ments of  New  England.  The  features  of  tax  legislation  during  the 
past  year  in  the  field  represented  by  this  Association  were  the  enact- 
ment of  a  State  income  tax  law  in  Massachusetts,  a  State  corporation 
income  tax  law  in  Connecticut,  and  an  inheritance  tax  law  and  a 
law  taxing  savings  deposits  in  national  banks  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  Association  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  Governor  Marcus 
H.  Holcomb  of  Connecticut;  Mr.  Alfred  E.  Holccmb  of  New  York, 
treasurer  of  the  National  Tax  Association;  and  Professor  Fred  R. 
Fairchild  of  Yale  University,  Secretary  of  the  National  Tax  Associa- 
tion, who  contributed  an  excellent  address  on  ''The  Ideal  System  of 
Taxation  for  New  England." 

Among  other  subjects  on  the  program  were:  Taxation  of  Business 
Corporations,  Property  Apportionment  for  Purposes  of  Interstate 
Taxation,  State  Superviaon  of  Local  Tax  Officials  and  Valuations, 
Gross  Earnings  Taxation,  Taxation  of  Personal  Property,  Uniform 
Public  Municipal  Accounting,  Regulation  of  State  Expenditures,  Tax 
Provisions  in  State  Constitutions,  Methods  of  Apportioning  State 
Taxes,  and  Inheritance  Taxation. 

The  proposed  Federal  incorporation  of  railroads  was  taken  up,  and 
a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  State  was  appointed  with 
power  to  act  for  the  Association  in  the  event  of  any  attempt  to  exempt 
railroads  from  local  taxation.  Rhode  Island  was  honored  by  the 
selection  of  Jeremiah  P.  Mahoney  of  this  Board  as  chairman  of  that 
committee. 

Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  were  Albert  O.  Brown,  chair- 
man of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Tax  Commission,  President; 
Charles  A.  Plumley,  Commissioner  of  Taxes  of  Vermont,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; Edward  P.  Tobie,  chief  clerk  of  this  Board,  Secretary. 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted  was  the  following: 

Resohed:  That  this  Association  contemplates  with  satisfaction  the  growing 
tendency  toward  uniformity  in  the  development  of  the  various  systems  of  inherit- 
ance taxation  in  the  New  England  States;  and  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  con- 
ference that  greater  uniformity  in  this  regard  is  highly  desirable  and  should  be 
sought  by  all  reasonable  means  in  the  enactment  of  any  further  legislation  on  this 
subject. 
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Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials' 
Association  was  held  on  Wednesday,  December  13th,  1916,  at  the 
State  House,  and  was  well  attended. 

The  principal  speakers  were  Mr.  Stoughton  Bell,  Chairman  of  the 
special  committee  appointed  by  the  Mayor  of  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  study  local  real  estate  assessments,  and  Hon.  Morris  C. 
Webster,  State  Comptroller  of  Connecticut  and  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization. 

Mr.  Bell  explained  in  detail  the  procedure  of  his  committee, 
giving  an  accoimt  of  the  results  of  its  researches  and  the  final  con- 
clusions reached,  and  described  the  system  of  local  valuations  recom- 
mended and  which  is  to  be  put  into  practice  at  the  next  local  assess- 
ment in  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Webster  explained  the  operation  of  the  Connecticut  law 
relating  to  the  equalization  of  local  assessments,  and  discussed  town 
valuations.    General  discussion  followed  both  addresses^ 

The  association  has  published  two  bulletins  which  contained  the 
address  by  Hon.  Lawson  Piu'dy,  president  of  the  department  of 
taxes  and  assessments  of  New  York  City,  delivered  at  the  previous 
annual  meeting,  extracts  from  the  remarks  of  other  speakers,  and 
considerable  detailed  information  for  the  use  of  local  assessors. 
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REPOBT  OF  BOABD   OF  TAX  COMMI88IONEBS. 


TABLE  VII. 

Pebcbntaqb  of  Tax  Assbssbd  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1914,  1915  AND  1916. 


Cmss  AlTD  TOWMB. 


Year. 


Bamnffton , 


Briotol. 


Burrillville , 


Central  Falls. 


Charlestown , 


Coventry . 


Cranston, 


Cumberland . 


East  Greenwich . 


East  Providence , 


Exeter, 


Foeter. 


Glooester. 


1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
i  1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 


Tax  on  Land. 


$10,742.47 
10.598.29 
11.867.11 
32.891.43 
37.224.00 
38.982.80 
14,425.21 
14,354.63 
14.172.31 
37,712.70 
36,367.52 
36.447.24 
3,218.00 
3.180.00 
3.204.50 
8.324.50 
8,344.10 
8.519.25 
72.076.16 
75,133.95 
74.623.54 
26,989.28 
27.084.86 
27,247.49 
6,126.25 
6.195.25 
6.841.72 
62.433.32 
63,934.95 
64,519.44 
3.001.20 
3,014.70 
3,302.64 
2,834.32 
3.914.85 
3.874.27 
4.013.37 
5.380.84 
5.416.00 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


22.61 

22.71 

22.36 

33.21 

32.84 

32.32 

24.78 

24.65 

24.76 

21.94 

20.80 

19.99 

28.21 

27.84 

27.87 

17.36 

17.24 

17.32 

26.83 

26.49 

26.15 

24.98 

24.88 

24.80 

23.49 

23.08 

23.06 

29.85 

30.03 

28.85 

67.03 

56.71 

56.48 

45.69 

45.70 

42.37 

39.19 

39.39 

39.74 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


$21,879.92 
22.917.99 
27.216.76 
46,929.74 
53,705.60 
58.529.96 
30.803.20 
30.914.03 
30,473.34 
102,477.00 
105,028.07 
109,304.41 
6.959.50 
6,977.00 
7.039.00 
26.685.50 
27.089.00 
27.354.50 
164.636.36 
174.669.27 
176,904.19 
50,190.57 
50,448.16 
65,783.46 
13.921.25 
14,304.75 
16.033.88 
117.834.35 
121,156.40 
126,200.51 
1,471.50 
1,487.00 
1,640.21 
2,224.45 
3,217.35 
3.230.48 
4,535.45 
6.272.10 
6.339.86 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


I 


46.M 
49.10 
51.30 
47.^ 
47.40 
48.53 
52.60 
53.07 
53.25 
59.63 
60.10 
50.96 
61.02 
61.06 
61  23 
55.63 
55.96 
55.63 
61.30 
61.53 
62.10 
46.45 

46.^ 
50.78 
53.39 
53.26 
54.05 
56.33 
66.91 
56.45 
27.96 
27.98 
28.05 
36.85 
37.56 
35.32 
44.28 
45.92 
46.51 
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TABLE  VII.--CJontinued. 

PBBCENTA.GE  OF  TaX  ASSESSED  UlTDBR  EaCH  CLASSIFICATION  TO   TOTAL  TaX, 

1914,  1915  AND  1916. 


Tu  on  Tangible 

Per 
Ceat.  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptiona. 

Total 

PbnonaL 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

S8.m5.20 

18.24 

$6,231.90 

13.11 

$47,519.49 

$47,313.71 

8.854.96 

18.97 

4,300.70 

9.22 

46.671.94 

46.437.14 

► 

9.734.00 

18.35 

4,240.40 

7.99 

53,058.27 

52.785.46 

16.383.51 

16.54 

2.846.40 

2.87 

99.051.08 

97.685.48 

19,022.40 

16.78 

3.370.00 

2.98 

113,322.00 

112,922.00 

► 

19.599.64 

16.25 

3,492.40 

2.90 

120,604.80 

120,210.10 

12.455.30 

21.39 

546.00 

.93 

58.228.71 

57,010. 61 ' 

12.515.10 

21.48 

402.80 

.80 

58,246.66 

56.758.06 

» 

12.039.30 

21.04 

538.80 

.96 

57,223.76 

57.041.76 

29.788.88 

17.33 

1.886.23 

1.10 

171.864.81 

169,926.81 

31.112.53 

17.80 

2.266.79 

1.30 

174.774.91 

174,362.91 

» 

04.v4ra .  14 

18.85 

2,184.00 

1.20 

182,279.79 

181.920.29 

796.50 

6.98 

432.40 

3.79 

11.406.40 

11,263.40 

830.50 

7.26 

438.40 

8.84 

11.425.90 

11,273.40  • 

820.00 

7.13 

434.40 

3.77 

11,497.90 

11,413.24 

11,402.76 

23.76 

1.661.40 

3.26 

47.974.16 

47,705.96' 

11.418.40 

23.59 

1,550.60 

3.21 

48,402.10 

48,146.90 

» 

11.602.25 

23.59 

1,700.20 

3.46 

49,176.20 

48,936.00 

23.952.24 

8.92 

7,915.06 

2.96 

268.579.82 

260.617.46] 

25.298.26 

8.92 

8,675.86 

3.06 

283,677.34 

274,600.34 

* 

23.144.94 

8.13 

10.306.54 

3.62 

284,879.21 

284,188.65 

30.193.90 

27.95 

665.79 

.62 

108,039.64 

106,909.29 

30.619.32 

28.13 

714.03 

.66 

108,866.67 

108,792.86 

* 

25.932.22 

23.60 

910.00 

.82 

109,873.17 

109,637.77 

4.002.50 

15.36 

2,027.00 

7.77 

26,077.00 

25,879.00 

4.232.00 

15.76 

2,121.20 

7.90 

26.863.20 

26,673.20 

* 

4,656.85 

15.69 

2,137.80 

7.20 

29,670.26 

29,517.90, 
201.717.85' 

26,736.27 

12.30 

3.176.36 

1.62 

209.180.30 

23.715.66 

11.14 

4,071.00 

1.92 

212,878.01 

212,068.39 

» 

28,507.08 

12.75 

4.374.32 

1.96 

223.601.35 

222,820.83 
6,212.25^ 

669.85 

12.73 

120.20 

2.28 

6,262.76 

691.35 

13.01 

122.00 

2.30 

.       5,315. P5 

5,276  05 

* 

762.08 

13.04 

142.60 

2.43 

5,847.63 

5,816.73 

920.00 

14.83 

225.15 

3.63 

6,203.92 

6,796.27^ 

1,217.20 

14.21 

216.14 

2.53 

8.565.54 

8.410.29 

k 

1.837.08 

20.09 

203.68 

2.22 

9.145.51 

8.976.04 

1.111.53 

10.85 

681.80 

5.68 

10,242.15 

10,127.49' 

1,414.38 

10.35 

594.10 

4.34 

13.661.42 

13.510.72 

» 

1.413.12 

10.37 

460.86 

3.38 

13.630.74 

13,490.54, 
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TABLE  VII.--Ck>ntinued. 


Percentagb  07  Tax  Assbbsbd  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1914,  1915  AND  1916. 


Cirnes  and  Towns. 


Year. 


Tftz  oa  Liuad. 


Hopkinton 

Jamestown 

Johnaton 

Lincoln 

Little  Compton . . 

Middletown 

Namsansett .... 

Newport 

New  Shoreham... 
North  Kingstown, 
North  Providence 
North  Smithfield. 
Pawtucket 


1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1014 
1015 
1016 


$5,251.50 

5.880.00 

6.414.00 

10.513.32 

15,478.71 

15.405.03 

13.456.75 

16.633.35 

15.183.35 

12.204.00 

12.747.16 

12.758.18 

3.076.40 

4.256.04 

4.308.01 

11,176.88 

11.080.40 

12,048.40 

30.827.31 

30.378.05 

30,120.15 

214.628.64 

241.840.56 

247.815.04 

6.500.50 

6.280.50 

6.300.00 

0.533.10 

0,623.10 

0.665.60 

14,000.22 

15.302.88 

15.528.00 

3.776.40 

6.133.60 

4.580.82 

252,010.02 

250.111.20 

260.561.07 


Per 

Cent,  off 
Total 
Tax. 


26.78 
27.03 
23.58 
33.64 
48.46 
47.20 
31.61 
32.22 
32.30 
17.08 
17.78 
17.14 
30.17 
31.20 
31.20 
45.60 
46.34 
46.35 
50.42 
50.01 
40.45 
31.00 
31.58 
31.42 
45.30 
44.12 
43.00 
21.43 
21.33 
21.10 
25.65 
25.45 
25.28 
13.32 
15.05 
13.76 
28.43 
27.68 
26.70 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improyements. 


$10,153.35 

11.310.00 

15.040.50 

13.027.88 

13.481.45 

14,054.76 

21.416.52 

26.038.88 

23,081.82 

42.880.44 

44,022.25 

46.212.11 

4.070.15 

5.143.08 

5,360.40 

0.853.12 

10.676.00 

10.260.80 

22.870.13 

23.551.03 

24,003.37 

310.061.28 

360.231.72 

370.415.36 

5,518.50 

5.583.00 

5.530.50 

26.602.35 

27.123.10 

27,574.50 

30.012.66 

31.835.40 

32.308.80 

15.060.80 

10.002.60 

18.104.10 

487.475.67 

606,510.80 

537.371.67 


Per 

Cent,  ef 

Total 

Tax. 


61. n 

51.86 

58.61 

41.68 

42.22 

42.89 

50.30 

50.43 

40.10 

63.17 

62.70 

62.06 

37.60 

37.70 

38.10 

40.20 

40.40 

39.47 

37.41 

38.77 

39.55 

47.68 

48.22 

48.12 

38.40 

30.17 

37.83 

50.82 

60.10 

60.45 

52.01 

52.07 

52.60 

53.06 

55.70 

54.25 

54.00 

55.85 

55.27 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1914,  1915  AND  1916. 


Per 

Per 

Tax  CD  Tangible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Tntan- 

Cent,  of 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Penonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$3,960.10 

20.14 

$257.80 

1.31 

$19,612.75 

$19,256.81' 

4.327.50 

19.83 

302.20 

1.39 

21.828.70 

21.466.95 

» 

4,218.00 

15.50 

630.80 

2.31 

27.212.30 

26.838.17^ 

6.643.76 

21.25 

1,071.93 

3.43 

31,256.80 

31,020.64* 

1,810.98 

5.67 

1,163.72 

f    3.65 

31.934.86 

31,871.86 

» 

1,928.38 

5.89 

1.284.97 

3.93 

32.764.04 

32,701.04 

6,605.05 

15.52 

1.093.60 

2.57 

42.572.82 

42,464.92' 

7302.25 

15.12 

1.148.20 

2.23 

51,622.68 

51,513.18 

» 

7,506.20 

15.98 

1.230.00 

2.62 

47.001.37 

46,892.47 

12.144.18 

17.80 

661.20 

.96 

67,880.72 

67,688.36 

13.353.06 

18.63 

632.40 

.89 

71,654.87 

71,489.49  • 

14,874.52 

19.97 

614.42 

.83 

74,459.23 

74,293.851 

1,804.85 

13.63 

2.463.26 

18.60 

13.243.66 

13,242.26 

1.806  56 

13.24 

2,437.38 

17.86 

13,643.96 

13,642.56 

» 

1.783.98 

12.65 

2,642.68 

18.05 

14,095.06 

14,093.66 

1.541.25 

6.29 

.     1.938.00 

7.91 

24.509.25 

23,755.50 

1,730.00 

6.55 

2.037.20 

7.71 

26.423.60 

25,617.60 

' 

1.722.40 

6.62 

1.966.00 

7.56 

25.997.60 

25,993.60^ 
60.461.32] 

6,196.50 

10.13 

1,248.38 

2.04 

61,142.32 

5.911.50 

9.74 

903.84 

1.48 

60,746.22 

60.065.22 

► 

5,851.12 

9.60 

852.62 

1.40 

60.917.16 

60.848.16^ 

57,065.76 

8.50 

79,355.60 

11.83 

671,011.28 

666,571.82^ 

67,822.56 

8.85 

86.853.20 

11.35 

765,748.04 

760.901.12 

» 

72.080.00 

9.14 

89.300.80 

11.32 

788,611.20 

787.982.40^ 

1.853.00 

12.90 

489.20 

3.40 

14,370.20 

14.307.20 

1.914.00 

13.43 

467.10 

3.28 

14.253.60 

14,190.60 

» 

2,087.25 

14.26 

706.00 

4.82 

14,641.75 

14,578.75 

5.630.85 

12.66 

2.707.10 

6.09 

44,473.40 

44,166.90* 

5.702.25 

12.63 

2,679.40 

5.94 

45,127.85 

44,824.05  ' 

5,819.50 

12.75 

2.654.60 

5.61 

45.614.20 

45,330.40 

12,050.40 

20.64 

468.40 

.80 

58,430.68 

67,954  28  1 

12.541.80 

20.87 

429.60 

.71 

60,109.68 

59,616.48  ^ 

13,187.40 

21.47 

304.00 

.65 

61,418.20 

61.298.20^ 

9.292.62 

32.72 

255.92 

.90 

28,394.74 

26,715.94 

9.773.84 

28.65 

203.88 

.60 

34.113.92 

32.099.56  ' 

10.463.46 

31.36 

211.18 

.64 

33,368.56 

33,302.56] 

137.257.56 

15.48 

9.797.66 

I.IC 

886,549.90 

884,726.98 

140369.41 

15.54 

9.274.60 

1.03 

906,775.00 

904,788  90  > 

165.255.09 

16.99 

9.142.18 

.95 

972,330.01 

970,336. 28  J 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pbbcsntaos  of  Tax  Assesbed  Undbb  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1914,  1915  AND  1916. 


Cmra  AKD  Towns. 


Portamouth 

Providenoe 

Richmond 

Seituate 

Smithfield 

South  Kingstown 

Tiverton 

Warren 

Warwick 

Westerly 

West  Greenwich. 
West  Warwick.. 
Woonsooket 

ThsStati.  ... 


Year.     Tax  on  Land. 

I 


Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1916 


ri914 
1915 
1916 


$9,804.90 

9.814.80 

9.827.40 

1.501.537.86 

1.698.198.07 

1.709.548.58 

5,983.50 

5.895.50 

2.674.10 

5»646.10 

6.370.25 

6.888.25 

6.553.80 

6.660.45 

6,527.78 

11.850.12 

12.929.73 

13.149.29 

11.447.59 

13.949.51 

17.310.26 

11.699.88 

12,180.66 

14.267.68 

45.203.80 

52.278.30 

50.503.58 

42.945.00 

44.840.25 

45,642.75 

2.700.89 

3.228.75 

3.234.00 

13,036.38 

13.883.11 

13.179.69 

142.716.70 

143.703.04 

142.913.90 


$2,774,798.76 
2.944.315.90 
2.975,473.92 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


43.39, 
43.53 
43.38! 
33.72 
33.52 
32.73 
43.59 
43.49 
17.57 
21.93 
22.52 
23.35 
18.71 
19.02 
18.38 
20.15 
21.40 
21.28 
26.36 
26.57 
26.75 
15.47 
15.40 
15.34 
28.19 
28.49 
27.95 
30.82 
29.69 
31.35 
61.09 
60.93 
60.89 
12.66 
13.21 
12.68 
28.28 
27.47 
27.42 


31.04 
30.85 
30.20 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tsx 


$8,303.40 

8.289.30 

8,429.10 

1,910.398.05 

2.087.106.88 

2.140.326.47 

4.284.00 

4.219.15 

8.113.50. 

12.854.90 

14.002.65 

14.856.90 

20.602.91 

20.649.17 

20,791.05 

27,269. 75J 

29,779.47 

30.607.82 

26,781.31 

32.656.03 

40.863.35' 

39.104.87 

40,723.20 

48.022.80 

81,118.91 

94.483.98 

92.564.65 

73,891.50 

81,786.00 

78,327.00 

1,274.62 

1.508.25 

1.524.00 

48.937.23 

49.689.40 

50.820.15 

235.608.10 

249,490.30 

247.631.35 


4,091,698.19 
4,426,899.91 
4.568,264.48 


36.74 

36.77 

37.21 

40.48 

41.20 

40.98 

31.20 

31.12 

53.31 

40.93 

49.53 

50.35 

58.83 

58.97 

58.52 

46.37 

49.28 

49.55 

61.66 

62.20 

63.12 

51.60 

51.50 

51.60 

50.50 

51.49 

51.22 

53.02 

54.14 

53.80 

28.82 

28.46 

28.69 

47.62 

47.30 

48.85 

46.69 

47.70 

47.51 


45.78 
46.39 
46.38 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax  , 

1914,  1915  AND  1916. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

1 

Per 
Cent,  of 

• 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Cent, of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

PoraonaL 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 

Tax. 

1 

Net  Tax. 

$1,692.00 

7.49 

$2,796.80 

12.38 

$22,597.70 

$22,679.26 

1,682.40 

7.47 

2.759.60 

12.23 

22,546.10 

22,621.05 

► 

1.405.20 

6.21 

2,990.80 

13.20 

22,652.50 

22,627.461 

909,848.28 

19.28 

307,249.68 

6.52 

4,719,033.87 

4,716,106.79' 

969.699.85 

19.15 

310,429.92 

6.13 

5,065,434.72 

/i.062,008.46 

N 

1.035.520.15 

19.84 

336.490.56 

6.45 

5.221,885.76 

6,219.452.86 
13,504.64' 

3.217.00 

23.43 

246.61 

1.80 

13.731.14 

3.201.50 

23.61 

241.64 

1.78 

13.567.79 

13.331.29 

*■ 

4.182.50 

27.48 

250.04 

1.64 

15,220.14 

16,144.14 

5.953.45 

23.12 

1,291.10 

5.02 

25,745.65 

24,253.05] 

6.547.75 

23.14 

1,361.12 

4.82 

28,281.77 

28,046.77  ^ 

6.562.50 

22.24 

1.198.02 

4.06 

29,505.67 

29,297.171 

7.028.20 

20.07 

837.71 

2.39 

35,022.71 

23,772. 71 ' 

6.752.81 

19  28 

957.87 

2.73 

35,020.30 

23.682.80 

» 

7.386.87 

20.79 

823.51 

2.31 

35.629.21 

36,629.21 

8.878.10 

15.10 

10,805.60 

18.38 

58,803.67 

58,472.37' 

7.191.91 

11.90 

10,523.30 

*     17.42 

60,424.41 

60,068.84 

7.448.21 

12.05 

10.578.90 

17.12 

61,784.22 

61,425.10^ 
43,255.74 

3.776.00 

8.69 

1.430.34 

3.29 

43,435.24 

4.472.34 

8.52 

1,423.34 

2.71 

52.501.22 

62,295.42 

5.353.11 

8.27 

1.205.90 

1.86 

64,732.62 

64,470.12 
74.754.76' 

22.244.74 

29.40 

2,602.18 

3.44 

75,651.67 

23.250.90 

29.42 

2,911.28 

3.68 

79.075.04 

78.094.84 

27.951.70 

30.03 

2.815.14 

3.03 

93.057.32 

93.001.32 

14,125.73 

8.81 

19,888.01 

12.41 

160,336.45 

169.685.71 " 

16,343.22 

8.91 

20,378.14 

11.11 

183,483.64 

182.666.14 

16,407.45 

9.07 

21,258.20 

11.76 

180.733.88 

180.003.68 

(16,142.5(1 

U.59 

6,368.40 

4.67 

139.362.40 

126.118.90 

17,437.50 

11.54 

6,995.60 

4.63 

161.050.35 

136,741.85 

10,240.50 

7.03 

11,372.80 

7.82 

146.583.06 

146.198.05 

402.97 

9.12 

42.80 

.97 

4.421.28 

4.349.73 

520.50 

9.82 

42.00 

.79 

6.290.60 

5,226.00 

516.00 

9.71 

38.00 

.71 

6,312.00 

5,238.50^ 

38,477.89 

37.37 

2.522.50 

2.45 

102,974.00 

100,660.00* 

38.957.74 

37.09 

2,519.00 

2.40 

105,049.26 

102,747.65 

37,752.13 

36.29 

2,268.71 

2.18 

104.020.68 

103,766.68 

117,079.85 

23.20 

9,231.60 

1.83 

604.636.25 

489,883.06' 

120,937.16 

23.13 

8,882.80 

1.70 

523,013.29 

508,759.30}- 

121.537.25 

23.32 

9,098.70 

1.75 

521,181.20 

520,710.30^ 

$1,576,996.52 

17.64 

$495,327.09 

5.64 

$8,938,820.56 

$8,866,684.15 

1.663.312.34 

17.44 

506.861.85 

6.32 

9,541,390.00 

9,468,'299.24  • 

1.763.433.57 

17.90 

542.945.43 

6.52 

9,850,117.40 

9,837,098.31 
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TABLE  IX. 

* 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  tbe  State,  Cities  and  Towns  fob  the 

Years  1914,  1915  and  1916. 


TowM  OK  Cmr. 


Year. 


Barrington 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Charlestown 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland , 


East  Greenwich 


fl914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 


East  Providence 


[1914 
h915 
[l916 

[1914 
'  1915 
1916 

fl914 
1915 
1916 


Valuatioo. 


^Population 
(Estimated). 


$5,098,200.00 
4,770,250.00 
4,974,075.00 

7,343,700.00 
7,689,500.00 
7,990,033.00 

4,479,925.00 
4,446,100.00 
4,481,075.00 

11,674,063.50 
12,039,039 .  17 
12,527,687.00 

1,189,900.00 
1,192,800.00 
1,206,184.00 

5,004,325.00 
5,046,200.00 
5,147,550.00 

21,408,715.00 
22,615,860.00 
23,643,340.00 

9,824,937.00 

9,943,467.00 

10,111,846.00 

2,891,950.00 
2,985,500.00 
3,023,550.00 

14,029,455.00 
14,882,842.00 
15,656,680.00 


2,663 
2,982 
3,146 

9,411 
10,302 
10,684 

8,662 
8,086 
9,157 

24,947 
23,708 
24,227 

1,063 
901 
901 

6,089 
5,669 
5,669 

24,225 
26,940 
28,375 

10,607 
d,929 
9,986 

3,709 
3,604 
3,650 

17,805 
18,584 
19,236 


Per  CafMta 
Valuation. 


$1,914.45 
1,599.68 
1,581 .  10 

780.33 
746.40 
747.85 

517.19 
549.85 
489.36 

467.95 
507.80 
517.09 

1,119.38 
1,323.86 
1,338.71 

821.86 
890.13 
908.01 

883.74 
839.48 
833.24 

926.27 
1,001  45 
1,012.60 

779.71 
828.38 
828.37 

787 .95 
800.84 
813.92 


*State  Census  figures  for  1915. 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1914,  1915  and  1916. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Year. 


Exeter. . 


Foster 


Glooester 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown , 


Johnston , 


Linooln. 


Little  Compton 


Middletown 


Narragansett 


1914 
i  1915 
[1916 


[1914 
]l915 
[1916 


[1914 
]l915 
[l9i6 


1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

fl914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

fl914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 


[1914 
]l915 
[l916 


Valuation. 


^Population 
(Estimated). 


$538,255 
545,805 
551,480 

613,298 
600,312 
635,677 

1,100,019 
1,182,009 
1,157,590 

1,471,784 
1,486,533 
1,904,125 

3,120,178 
3,215,412 
3,313,132 

3,455,810 
3,644,715 
3,819,998 

5,749,230 
5,826,580 
6,047,871 

2,155,636 
2,210,086 
2,285,811 

3,393,500 
3,456,600 
3,494,950 

4,259,620 
4,170,047 
4,212,840 


778 
904 
919 

1,124 
1,076 
1,076 

1,404 
1,491 
1,491 

2,350 
2,496 
2,500 

1,213 
1,518 
1,538 

6,830 
6,693 
7,007 

10,141 
10,149 
10,250 

1,341 
1,382 
1,398 

2,006 
1,992 
2,043 

1,250 
1,431 
1,431 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$691.84 
603.76 
600.08 

545.63 
567.91 
590.77 

783.49 
792.76 
776.38 

626.29 
595.56 
761.65 

2,572.28 
2,118.18 
2,154.18 

505.97 
544.55 
545.16 

566.93 
574 . 10 
590.03 

1,607.48 
1,599.19 
1,635.05 

1,691 .67 
1,735.20 
1,710.69 

3,407.70 
2,914.07 
2,943.98 


^teto  Genaoa  6gatm  for  1016. 


46 


BEPOBT  OF  BOABD  OF  TAX  COIOOSSIONSBS. 


TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  roR 

Years  1914,  1915  and  1916. 


Town  ob  Cxtt. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Eangstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


Richmond 


Scituate 


Year. 


[1914 
]l916 
[l916 


1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 


[1914 
I  1915 
[l916 


1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

fl914 
1915 
1916 

fl914 
1915 
1916 

fl914 
1915 
1916 


Valufttioii. 


^PopuUUon 
(EBtimated). 


162,390,800 
64,921,500 
65,992,800 

1,043,500 
1,031,800 
1,101,350 

4,822,155 
4,883,295 
4,915,810 

4,907,590 
5,039,640 
5,173,850 

2,709,982 
2,708,677 
2,810,410 

55,474,433 
56,590,226 
60,540,946 

3,995,275 
3,983,475 
4,021,475 

344,011,760 
349,120,900 
363,146,280 

1,387,460 
1,369,375 
1,551,920 

2,617,770 
3,008,845 
3,109,420 


29,340 
30,472 
31,130 

1,314 
1,414 
1,429 

4,048 
3,931 
3,931 


6,335 
'  6,780 
•     7,306 


2,811 
2,805 
2,839 

57,732 
55,335 
56,946 

2,919 
2,678 
2,712 

250,312 
247,660 
253,752 

1,678 
1,458 
1,461 

3,547 
3,342 
3,356 


PerCApita 
VaIhaUod. 


$2,126.47 
2,130.52 
2,119-91 

794.90 
729.70 

770.71 

1,191.24 
1,242.25 
1,250.52 

774.67 
743.30 
708.16 

964.06 
965.66 

989.92 

960.89 
1,022.68 
1,064.99 

1,368.71 

1,487.48 
1,482.84 

1,374.33 
1,409.67 
1,431.10 

826.85 

939.21 

1,062.23 

738.05 
900.31 
926.52 


*SUtfa  Ceaaua  figures  for  1016. 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded, 

Pbr  Capita  Absesssd  Valuation  of  the  State,  Gitibs  and  Towns  fob  thb 

Ybabs  1914,  1915  AND  1916. 


Town  OR  CiTT. 


Smithfield 


South  EingBtown 


Year. 


Tiverton 


Warren, 


Warwick, 


West  Greenwich 


Wert  Warwick. 


Wcrterly. 


WooDfiocket . 


The  State. 


1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 

1914 
1915 
1916 


Valuation. 


^Population 
(Eatimated). 


$2,044,228.00 
2,057,463.00 
2,982,334.00 

7,467,897.00 
7,134,965.00 
7,266,980.00 

4,540.125 .  90 
4,595,175.00 
4,519,066.00 

6,869,940.00 
7,067,450.00 
7,145,655.00 

17,670,203.00 
18,075,875.00 
18,542,340.00 

329,700.00 
356,100.00 
356,200.00 

10,443,775.00 
10,652,015.00 
10,715,375.00 

9,508,800.00 
10,398,650.00 
11,764,150.00 

30,580,750.90 
31,625,200.00 
32,369,475.00 

681,621,644.25 
696,572,284.00 
724,211,330.00 


2,993 
3,284 
3,431 

5,247 
5,497 
5,525 

4,523 
4,409 
4,567 

7,247 
7,241 
7,450 

11,226 
13,302 
13,410 

481 
509 
512 

17,415 
15,782 
15,927 

9,207 
10,175 
10,392 

43,423 
40,075 
41,052 

599,688 
595,986 
610,712 


P«r  Capito 
Valuation. 


$683.00 
626.51 
869.23 

1,423.27 
1,297.97 
1,315.29 

1,003.78 

1,042.22 

989.50 

947.95 
976.03 
959.14 

1,574.04 
1,358.88 
1,382.72 

672.97 
699.60 
695.70 

599.69 
674.94 
672.78 

1,032.78 
1,021.98 
1,132.03 

704.25 
789 . 15 
788.49 

1,136.63 
1,168.77 
1,185.84 


*Stata  Cenana  figurea  for  1915. 
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[Public  Laws,  Chapter  769.J 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  report  to  the  govemor  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in  each  year  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith 
present  such  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property -in  each 
dty  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with 
the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from 
taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the  better 
assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or 
advisable. 


LETTER  OF  TBANSMTTTAL. 


To  His  Excellency,  R.  Livingston  Beeckman,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of 
the  Public  Laws,  approved  February  15th,  1912,  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  sixth  annual  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
JEREMIAH  P.  MAHONEY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissionera. 
PsoviDENCB,  R.  I.,  Jan.  15,  1918. 


REPORT 


Section  7,  Chapter  769  of  the  Public  Laws,  officially  designated  as 
"The  Tax  Act  of  1912,"  provides  that  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
ffloners  shall  report  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
January  in  each  year  and  that  the  Governor  shall  forthwith  prf  sent 
such  report  to  the  General  Assembly.    The  section  referred  to  further 
provides  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed 
upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes 
directly  to  the  General  Treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;   the  amount  of  taxable 
property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing 
the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of 
property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation,  with  the  causes 
of  exemption;  and  any  recommendation  for  the  better  assessment  and 
collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 
The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time 
for  filing  the  repoit  required  by  said  Section  7  should  be  extended  to 
the  first  day  of  February  m  each  year.    Fifteen  days  after  the  end  of 
the  previous  year  have  been  found  to  provide  insufficient  time  for 
the  proper  completion  of  the  required  tabulations,  particularly  in  view 
of  the  passage  of  the  "Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916"  and  the  statu- 
tory necessity  of  furnishing  tabulated  information  of  revenue  from  this 
source.    The  fact  that  some  of  the  local  units  assess  taxes  late  in  the 
year  and  the  consequent  inability  on  their  part  to  fiurnish  the  nec- 
^sary  information  for  the  required  tabulations  at  a  date  sufficiently 
remote  to  ensure  proper  consideration  and  classification  by  this 
Board  offers  an  additional  reason  for  the  suggested  change.    The 
Board  of  Tax  Coirmiissioners  therefore  recorrmiends  that  the  time 
for  filing  its  report  be  extended  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  January 
to  the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year. 
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The  information,  classified  and  tabulated,  required  by  the  section 
above  referred  to,  is  to  be  found  in  fourteen  separate  tables,  the  same 
method  of  statistical  treatment  being  followed  as  last  year  as  to  the 
first  ten  tables  and  four  additional  tables  being  .provided.  To 
facilitate  comparisons,  the  methods  used  in  previous  leports  have 
been  ioUowed  as  far  as  practicable  where  classifications  have  been 
made. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  state,  the  taxes  paid  direct  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  the  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioiiers, 
the  classified  valuations,  tax  rates  and  total  property  exempt  in.  the 
seveial  towns  and  cities,  the  classification  of  property  exempt  from 
taxation  and  the  per  capita  valuations  are  set  forth  in  the  order 
given.  Additional  data  relative  to  inheritance  and  bank  taxes  and 
comparative  information  regarding  local  and  state  valuations  are 
contained  in  the  four  new  tables  compiled. 

The  sources  of  state  revenue  are  classified  under  separate  headings. 
No  new  source  of  revenue  was  provided  by  legislative  enactment 
during  the  year  1917,  the  act  providing  an  extra  three-cent  tax  on  the 
cities  and  towns  for  highway  purposes  being  a  virtual  re-enactment 
of  the  law  in  force  in  the  year  1916.  An  additional  item,  however, 
appears  in  the  piesent  classification.  The  amount  of  revenue 
derived  from  the  licensing  of  automobiles  through  the  State  Board 
of  Public  Roads  was  deemed  sufficiently  large  to  justify  its  separation 
from  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  under  which  it  was  formerly  tabu- 
lated and  its  insertion  under  a  new  heading  "Automobile  Licenses." 
The  variance  in  the  amounts  appearing  under  the  heading  "Miscel- 
laneous"  as  compared  with  previous  reports  will  consequently  be  at 
once  understood.* 

For  the  purposes  of  this  report  it  seemed  advisable,  following  the 
method  used  last  year,  to  include  the  extra  three-cent  state  tax  under 
the  heading  "State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns."  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  1340  of  the  Public  Laws  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  1916,  an  extra  three-cent  state  tax  was  levied  for  a 

*See  page  34. 
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specific  purpose  and  only  for  the  year  1916.  The  legislature  of  the 
past  year,  however,  re-«nacted  this  law,  continuing  the  tax  for  the 
same  special  purpose  for  the  year  1917.  The  base  of  this  tax,  to  wit, 
the  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  being  similar 
to  that  of  the  regular  direct  state  .tax,  it  was  thought  proper  and 
logical  to  treat  this  extra  three-cent  tax  in  this  report  in  connection 
with  the  regular  direct  state  tax. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  state  are  classified  under  the  follow- 
ing headings: 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accoimts  in  Savings  Banks, 

State  Banks  and  Trust  Companies. 
Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 
Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 
Corporation  Charters. 
Public  Service  Corporations. 
Bank  Shares. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 
Inheritance  Tax. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 
Rent  of  Oyster  Grounds. 
Municipal  License  Fees. 
Automobiles. 
^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  years 

*Under  the  heading  *'  Miaoellaneous  "  are  collected  such  itema  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  and 
'^tvMd  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School,  State 
Ututions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and,  io 
I  meal,  neh  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations.  The  amounts  appearing 
Qader  this  heading  show  a  material  reduction '  when  compared  with  previous  reports,  due  to  the 
I  <Kt  tbftt  the  revenue  received  by  the  State  Board  of  Public  Roads  is  listed  under  a  separate  heading 
I  "  Automobiles."  These  items  are  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and 
I  tot  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several 
'      <i<iartiQents  and  require  no  consideration  by  this  Board. 
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from  1897  to  1917,  inclusive;  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the 
total  revenue,  are  set  forth  in  Table  I. 

The  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  1917  by  cojrporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  ^[direct  to  the  General  Treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid,  is 
shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amount  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fibted, 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  the  ''Tax 
Act  of  1912"  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III,  IV,  V,  and  V-a. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  total  property  exempt 
and  total  property  assessed  are  set  forth  in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
by  cities  and  towns  is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summaiy  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chapter 
769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  56  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  is 
set  forth  m  Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  the  property  exempt  in  four  separate  columns, 
namely,  land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty, and  intangible  personal  property,  and  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  property  exempt,  state  and  local,  in  each  class,  is  set 
forth  in  Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  for  the  years  1915, 1916  and  1917  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the 
enactment  of  the  ''  Tax  Act  of  1912,''  and  the  average  tax  rate  of  the 
years  1911  and  1917,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease  for  each  year,  1912-1917, 
and  the  total  valuations  of  each  class  of  property  in  the  State  for 
the  years  1912  to  1917,  inclusive,  with  amoimt  and  percentage  of 
increase,  are  set  forth  in  Tables  XI  and  Xl-a. 
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The  assessed  valuation  of  bank  shares  for  the  years  1912  to  1917, 
inclusive,  with  the  amount  of  taxes  assessed  on  bank  shares,  showing 
the  decrease  in  both  valuation  and  tax,  the  appraised  capital  stock 
and  capital  stock  taxed,  and  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  exempt 
securities  held,  are  set  forth  in  Table  XII. 

A  summary  of  the  assessed  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years  1912- 
1917,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XIII. 

The  total  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town, 
classified  as  required  by  law,  the  total  property  assessed  and  the 
total  property  exempt,  the  total  gross  and  net  tax  assessed,  the  tax 
rates  and  the  amount  of  State  tax,  with  increase  or  decrease  for  the 
period  of  five  years,  1912-1917,  are  set  forth  in  Table  XIV. 

State  Tax  and  Local  Valuations. 

The  receipts  from  the  regular  direct  State  tax  in  1917  amounted  to 
$670,761.24,  or  14.89%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  years  failed  to  be  the  largest  single  item  of  State  revenue. 
The  total  amount  received  from  the  direct  State  tax,  regular  and 
special,  was  $895,183  92,  or  19.88%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State. 
The  use  of  the  funds  derived  from  the  imposition  of  the  special  three- 
cent  tax  is,  however,  limited  to  reconstruction,  repairing  and  mainte- 
nance of  State  highways. 

The  revenue  from  this  source — ^the  direct  State  tax,  regular  and 
special — shows  a  material  gain  over  1916.  The  net  increase  in  the 
valuation  of  land  for  the  year  is  $9,739,807  or  5.23%.  One  city 
and  six  towns  show  a  decrease  in  land  valuation,  the  loss  in  the  city 
bemg  1.40%  and  varjring  in  the  towns  from  .09%  to  1.03%.  The 
remaining  cities  and  towns  return  an  increase  in  the  valuation  of 
land,  the  gain  rangingfrom  .13%  to  9.49%  in  the  cities  and  from 
.18%  to  18.22%  in  the  towns. 

The  net  increase  in  the  valuation  of  buildings  for  the  year  amounts 
to  $11,121,914  or  3.80%.  Decreases  in  the  valuation  of  buildings 
appear  only  in  two  towns.  The  total  increase  in  land,  buildings  and 
improvements  for  the  year  is  $20,861,721  or  4.35%. 
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The  valuation  of  intangible  personalty  for  the  year  discloses  a 
situation  requiring  comment  and  attention.  While  no  decreases 
appear  in  the  cities,  twenty-two  towns  show  losses — some  very  sub- 
stantial and  to  all  present  appearances  unjustifiable — varying  from 
.28%  to  43.06%.  One  town  with  a  population  approximating  nine 
thousand  inhabitants  and  several  large  manufacturing  enterprises 
has  a  valuation  of  intangibles  amounting  only  to  $76,700  or  but 
1.70%  of  its  total  valuation,  and  shows  a  decrease  in  the  valuation 
of  this  class  of  property  of  43.06%.  The  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners appreciates  fully  that  the  insufficient  compensation,  the 
inadequacy  of  the  present  equipment  and  facilities  and  the  inherent 
nature  of  intangibles  operate  in  some  degree  to  prevent  the  full  and 
proper  valuation  of  this  class  of  property;  but  the  Board  is  con- 
strained to  conclude  that  the  continued  decrease  in  the  valuation  of 
this  class  of  property  in  certain  towns  year  after  year  and  the  con- 
spicuous, material  and  apparently  inexplicable  loss  in  the  particular 
town  above  referred  to  are  attributable  to  other  than  the  reasons 
above  stated.  The  success  of  the  law  imposing  a  low  rate  on  in- 
tangibles particularly  depends  upon  proper  administration.  The 
absence  of  effort  to  locate  this  class  of  property,  the  lack  of  interest 
in  placing  it  on  the  assessment  rolls,  and  indifference  regarding  its 
proper  assessment  can  lead  to  but  one  result,  namely,  injustice 
between  the  taxpayers  of  a  given  community  and  inequality  between 
the  several  taxing  jurisdictions. 

Notwithstanding  the  decreases  above  noted,  a  general  improve- 
ment in  the  valuation  of  this  class  of  property  is  shown  by  an  exami- 
nation of  the  totals  in  Table  VI.  The  total  net  increase  over  last 
year  in  the  valuation  of  intangibles  is  $10,191,184  or  7.50%.  The 
increases  in  the  cities  vary  from  7.59%  to  16.38%. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  the  improvement  in  local 
valuations,  though  gradual,  has  been  not  only  noticeable  but  pro- 
nounced. A  comparison  of  the  valuation  of  the  various  classes  of 
taxable  property  for  the  years  1912  and  1917  shows  substantial  and 
material  increases.    Such  comparison  for  the  five  years  is  contained 
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in  Table  XIY  of  this  report.     The  total  land  valuation  of  the 

State  in  1912  was  $174,378,081. 50  and  for  the  year  1917  amounted 

to  $195;834,163,  making  an  increase  for  the  period  of  five  years  of 

S21,456,081.50  or    12.30%.     The  net  gain    in  the  total  valuation 

of   buildings  and  improvements  is  even  more  marked.     In  1912 

the  total  valuation  of  this  class  was  $257,822,756,  while  in  1917  it 

amounted  to  $303,809,598,  an  increase  of  $45,986,842  or  17.83%. 

The  total  valuation  of  tangible  personalty  for  the  year  1912  was 

$97,742,589.95  and  in   1917  reached  the  sum  of  $124,747,599,  the 

increase  in  this  class  for  the  period  of  five  years  amounting  to 

$27,005,009.05  or  27.63%.    Despite  the  fact  that  thirteen  towns 

show  a  lower  valuation  of  intangible  personalty  in   1917   than  in 

1912,  a  condition  for  which  they  have  advanced  no  plausible  reason, 

the  total  valuation  of  intangibles  for  the  year  1917  was  $49,168,659 

gieater  than  the  valuation  of  this  kind  of    property  in   1912,  an 

increase  of  60.82%.    A  further  examination  of  Table  XIV  discloses 

the  fact  that  the  total  valuation  of  all  classes  of  taxable  property 

in  the  State  for  the  year   1917  was  $143,616,591.55  greater  than 

for  the  year  1912,  the  respective   totals  being  as  follows:    1912, 

1626,702,299.45;   1917,  $770,318,891. 

Unifonn  Date  of  Assessment.  * 

A  condition,  almost  an  anomaly,  relative  to  the  valuation  of 
property  for  taxation  purposes  by  the  several  local  units  existing  in 
Rhode  Island,  is  deserving  of  legislative  attention.  An  entire  lack 
of  imiformity  prevails  as  to  the  date  of  assessment  of  city  and  town 
taxes  throughout  the  State.  There  are  thirty-nine  cities  and  towns 
and  thirty-three  different  dates  for  assessing  taikes]  the  earliest  date 
of  assessment  occurs  in  March  and  the  latest  in  December.  This 
practice  appears  to  have  no  merit  and  creates  unnecessary  and  per- 
plexing situations  in  local  tax  administration.  Neither  is  it  in  accord 
with  the  rule  prevalent  throughout  the  United  States.  Twenty-eight 
States  have  a  uniform  date  for  the  assessment  of  property  taxes  and 
nineteen  other  States  prescribe  a  definite  period  of  time  within  which, 


12  BEPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  GOMKI86IONEBS. 

or  a  definite  date  not  later  than  which,  the  assessment  of  taxes  shall 
be  made  or  completed.  Delaware  and  Rhode  Island  appear  to  be 
the  only  States  which  fail  to  prescribe  a  uniform  date  or  a  definite 
time  within  the  year  for  the  assessment  of  taxes. 

Manifold  reasons  can  be  advanced  for  the  passage  of  a  law  fixing 
a  uniform  date  of  assessment.  A  summary  of  the  principal  reasons 
is  embodied  in  an  able  paper  prepared  on  the  subject  by  Hon.  Albert 
A.  Baker  of  Providence  and  read  by  him  at  the  last  conference  held 
by  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association,  from  which  we  quote 
as  follows: 

"  Some  of  the  reasons  for  a  uniform  date  of  assessment  are  that  in  each  year  all 
the  property  in  the  state  should  be  valued  and  assessed  under  the  same  condi- 
tions  as  to  time,  so  that  all  the  taxpayers  throughout  the  state  will  be  assessed  on 
a  definite  and  uniform  date  with  reference  to  the  same  then  existing  values  of  the 
different  classes  of  property,  lather  than  that  the  valuations  and  assessments  be 
made,  as  under  the  present  law,  on  the  shifting  and  different  values  incident  to 
different  dates  in  different  periods  of  the  year,  which  now  causes  some  taxpayers 
to  be  assessed  greater  or  less  taxes  than  other  taxpayers  on  the  same  amount  and 
kind  of  property;  and  that  property  moved  from  one  city  or  town  to  another 
should  not  be  twice  and  possibly  three  times  taxed  during  the  same  year  to  the 
same  person,  as  may  and  has  happened;  and  that  the  date  should  be  a  fixed  date 
so  that  the  taxpayers  may  know  the  date  of  assessment  and  the  approximate  time 
for  making  their  tax  returns  to  the  assessors,  instead  of  being  required  each  year 
to  learn  the  date  fixed  upon  lor  the  particular  year  in  their  city  and  town,  or  in 
case  of  owning  property  in  other  cities  or  towns  the  several  different  dates." 

The  evil  of  duplicate  taxation  resulting  from  the  practice  of  different 
dates  is  not  so  glaring,  the  Board  feels,  as  the  possibility  of  the  total 
escape  of  certain  kinds  of  personal  property  from  taxation.  The 
widely  divergent  dates  for  the  assessment  of  property  in  distant  as 
well  as  contiguous  communities  offer  to  alert  and  unconscionable 
taxpayers  ample  opportunity  to  escape  taxation  on  tangible  personal 
property  of  a  mobile  nature. 

The  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association,  composed  mainly  of 
local  tax  assessors,  passed  unanimously  at  its  last  conference  a  reso- 
lution favoring  the  fixing  of  a  uniform  date  of  assessment.  Such 
tmanimty  of  opinion  among  the  local  taxing  officials  bespeakjs  a 
realization  on  the  part  of  these  men  of  the  existing  evils  of  the  present 
method  and  the  iu*gent  need  of  the  proposed  change. 
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State  Tax  on  Corporations. 

The  corporate  excess  tax  assessed  in  1917  with  delinquent  taxes  and 
interest  amounted  to  $814,897.28,  an  increase  of  $202,280.12  or 
33.02%  over  the  assessment  of  1916  and  a  gain  of  50.16%  over  that 
of  1912,  the  initial  assessment  under  the  law.  This  assessment  is  by 
far  the  largest  since  the  enactment  of  the  law.  If  we  exclude  from 
consideration  the  amount  derived  from  the  extra  three-cent  tax,  that 
is,  if  we  consider  this  special  tax  separately  and  do  not  add  it  to  the 
regular  State  tax  on  cities  and  towns,  the  corporate  excess  tax  in 
the  year  1917  supplanted  the  regular  direct  tax  as  the  largest 
single  item  of  State  revenue. 

The  great  increase  of  revenue  from  this  source  reflects  in  a  marked 
degree  the  general  industrial  and  commercial  prosperity  prevailing 
during  the  year  1916.  The  stability  of  this  tax  must  not,  however, 
be  assumed.  The  receipts  of  1917  afford  no  assiu*ance  that  the 
amount  from  this  source  will  remain  stationary  or  increase  during  the 
coining  year.  Too  many  factors  of  a  varying  nature  enter  into  the 
computation  of  the  tax.  The  amount  of  the  tax  varies  with  periods 
of  business  prosperity  and  depression.  The  fluctuations  in  the 
base  of  the*tax,  namely,  the  value  of  the  stock  and  bonds  of  the 
taxable  corporations,  and  the  numerous  influences  to  which  such 
values  are  susceptible  render  highly  probable  a  variance  from  year 
to  year  in  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  this  source,  this 
variance  being  mainly  dependent  upon  business  conditions.  In 
periods  of  great  business  prosperity,  other  things  being  equal, 
this  tax  should  increase  in  amoimt ;  in  times  of  industrial 
or  conunercial  depression,  a  decrease  must  necessarily  be  antici- 
pated. Moreover,  the  issuance  by  the  Federal  Government  during 
the  past  year  of  certain  tax-exempt  securities  and  the  increased 
valuation  of  physica^l  property  locally  in  this  State,  consideration  of 
which  is  necessary  in  the  computation  of  the  tax,  are  two  important 
factors  that  lead  the  Board  to  report  the  probability  of  a  decrease  in 
the  amount  of  this  tax  for  the  year  1918. 
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The  number  of  corporations  making  returns  was  2^210,  an  increase 
of  212  over  the  year  1916;  the  number  liable  to  a  tax  1,732,  a  gain  of 
17;  and  the  number  assessed  1,591,  an  increase  of  91. 

The  local  assessed  valuation  of  the  tangible  property  of  corpora- 
tions increased  substantially  and  amounted  to  $142,463,149.25,  but 
this  failed  to  operate  as  a  disturbing  factor  because  of  the  vast 
increase  in  the  total  corporate  value. 

The  corporate  excess  taxable  in  1917  greatly  exceeded  that  of 
any  previous  year  and  amounted  to  $203,691,575.26  as  against 
$153,145,563.87  in  1916,  a  net  increase  in  taxable  corporate  excess 
of  $50,546,011.39. 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax. 

The  administration  of  this  tax  law  in  1917  presented  no  particular 
difficulties.  The  object  of  this  law,  as  pointed  out  in  a  previous 
report,  is  regulative  rather  than  fiscal.  Consequently  no  consider- 
able amount  of  revenue  was  anticipated  or  produced.  The  amount 
received  by  the  General  Treasurer  from  this  source  for  the  year  was 
$17,864.12. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  imposing  this  tax,  failure  by  a 
domestic  cosporation  to  make  the  return  required,  or  to  pay  the  tax 
assessed,  constitutes  a  ground  for  the  forfeiture  by  such  corporation 
of  its  charter  at  law.  Upon  report  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners of  such  failure  to  the  Attorney  General,  the  duty  is  incumbent 
upon  him  to  file  forthwith  a  petition  in  the  Superior  Coiui;,  praying 
for  the  dissolution  of  such  corporation. 

The  amount  actually  received  by  the  State  from  this  source  each 
year  has  been  small  compared  with  the  amoimt  assessed  for  various 
reasons.  The  involved  and  expensive  procedure  provided  by  our 
General  Laws  has  probably  deterred  many  corporations  in  the  past 
from  seeking  dissolution  through  the  ordinary  legal  channels,  and 
many  corporations,  long  after  the  period  of  busines  activity  had 
ended,  retained  their  charters.  The  convenient  and  inexpensive 
mode  of  dissolution  provided  in  this  law  is  being  taken  advantage  of 
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by  many  inactive  corporations,  and  failure  to  pay  the  tax  assessed  or 
to  make  the  required  return  for  the  prescribed  period  may  safely  be 
ascribed  regarding  some  inactive  corporations  to  a  desire  on  their 
part  to  allow  the  law  to  take  its  course. .  The  disappearance  by 
death  or  otherwise  of  the  interested  parties  in  corporations  long  dis- 
continued as  business  entities  accounts  for  failure  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  this  law  in  many  other  cases. 

The  law  became  effective  for  the  first  time  in  1916  and  it  is  apparent 
that  the  application  of  the  three-year  clause  was  necessarily  delayed 
until  1918.  During  the  coming  year  the  period  of  three  years  will 
have  elapsed  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  numerous  petitions  for 
dissolution  will  be  filed,  and  the  records  of  the  State  cleared  of  many 
useless  and  unused  chaiters. 

A  comparative  table  of  1916  and  1917  follows: 

1916.  1917. 

Number  of  franchise  taxes  assessed 2,690  2,561 

Number  of  franchise  taxes  assessed  of  corpora- 
tions filing  returns 576  536 

Number  of  corporations  paying  part  franchise 
and  part  corporate  excess  taxes 143  131 

Amount  of  franchise  taxes  assessed $96,537 .07  $97,648 .  12 

Amoimt  of  franchise  taxes  assessed  against  cor- 
porations pa3ring  part  franchise  and  part  cor- 
porate excess  taxes 3,550.75  2,298 .45 

Total  authorized  capital  stock  of  corporations 
against  which  franchise  taxes  alone  were 
assessed '. $367,655,221.00    $375,868,400  00 

Amount  of  franchise  taxes  paid 16,650.31  17,864  12 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

The  tax  on  the  gross  earnings  of  public  service  coiporations  showed 
a  marked  increase.  The  amount  of  revenue  received  in  1917  ex- 
ceeded the  receipts  for  the  previous  year  by  $39,417.42  and  the 
number  of  corporations  making  returns  has  increased  by  one  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

The  total  amoimt  of  tax  assessed  against  public  service  corpora- 
tions in  1916  was  $231,893.34  and  in  1917  was  $269,790.19. 
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Tax  on  Bank  Shares. 

No  feature  of  the  taxation  system  of  Rhode  Island  requires 
adjustment  and  amendment  more  than  that  relating  to  the  taxation 
of  bank  shares.  Since  the  passage  of  Chapter  1068  of  the  Public 
Laws  of  1914,  amending  Sections  21  to  24,  inclusive,  of^the  Tax  Act 
of  1912,  the  amount  of  revenue  from  this  source  has  steadily  aod 
greatly  decreased  until  in  1917  the  tax  assessed  on  bank  shares  reached 
the  low  figure  of  $17,817.91.  In  1914  before  the  amendment  above 
referred  to  became  operative,  the  tax  assessed  upon  bank  shares 
amounted  to  $66,714.82,  not  by  any  means  a  severe  or  exacting 
burden  on  $30,363,191,  the  amount  of  appraised  capital  stock  of 
banks  for  that  year.  This  objectionable  amendment  permits  the 
deduction  of  certain  Securities  held  on  the  last  business  day  of  the 
year  in  addition  to  those  already  allowed  by  the  law  consisting  of 
Federal  and  State  bonds.  It  is  obvious  that  practical  tax  exemption 
can  be  obtained  by  any  bank  by  employing  the  simple  method  of 
purchasing  certain  classes  of  securities  on  the  day  preceding  the  last 
business  day  of  the  year  and  disposing  of  them  on  the  day  succeeding 
such  last  business  day.  Whether  such  practice  is  in  vogue,  the  Board 
is  not  in  a  position  to  state.  The  tables  contained  in  this  report, 
V  and  V-a  and  XII,  conclusively  show  that  banks  have  increased 
their  holdings  of  securities,  tax  exempt  under  this  amendment,  con- 
siderably during  the  past  few  years.  It  is  needless  to  say,  apart  from 
other  considerations  relative  to  the  justice  of  the  existing  law,  that 
any  tax  law,  capable  of  evasion  by  the  simple  method  outlined  above, 
deserves  prompt  repeal. 

An  increase  in  the  amount  of  exempt  securities  held  by  banks  with 
the  expected  corresponding  decrease  in  the  amount  of  tax  assessed 
resulted  from  the  operation  of  this  amendment,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  appraised  capital  stock  of  banks  remained  almost  con- 
stant. The  appraised  capital  stock  in  1915,  1916  and  1917  was 
respectively  $30,231,240,  $30,317,785,  and  $30,325,163.  The  exempt 
securities  held  in  1915  amounted  to  $8,880,932.07,  increased  to 
$12,065,162.43  in  1916  and  further  mcreased  to  $15,751,211.21  in 
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1917.  The  tax  sustained  a  considerable  loss,  decreasing  each  3^ar, 
and  was  reduced  from  S66,714.82  in  1914  to  $43,660.24  in  1915, 
fell  to  $28,211.14  in  1916  and  amounted  only  to  $17,817.91  in 
1917 — an  inconsiderable  exaction  on  the  amount  of  capital  involved* 
While  the  appraised  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  banks  and  trust 
companies,  as  above  stated,  has  remained  almost  constant,  the 
appraised  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  those  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies paying  a  tax  has  been  reduced  from  $29,793,791  in  1914  to 
Sll,589,163  in  1917.  The  entire  tax  of  $17,817.91  falls  upon  capital 
stock  of  an  appraised  value  of  $11,589,163  of  which  approximately 
$10,500,000  is  intangible,  leaving  an  intangible  value  wholly  untaxed 
of  about  $19,000,000. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  actively  opposed  the  passage  of 
this  amendment  and  has  in  previous  reports  advocated  its  repeal. 
The  Board  renews  this  year  its  recommendation  of  ret)eal.  One  of  the 
objects  of  all  tax  legislation  should  be  a  fair  and  equitable  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  burden.  Bank  shares  should  be  required  to  bear 
the  same  or  approximately  proportionate  share  of  the  public  burden 
as  other  property  of  a  like  nature.  Tax  laws  of  a  discriminatory 
character  deserve  no  place  on  the  statutes  of  the  State.  All  tax 
legislation  should  be  framed  and  administered  to  promote  the  ends 
of  justice,  equity  and  equaUty.  The  inadequacy  of  the  revenue 
from  this  source,  the  apparent  escape  from  taxation  of  intangibles 
of  great  value,  and  the  resulting  failure  of  bank  shares  to  bear 
their  proportionate  share  of  the  public  charges,  disclosed  by  the 
above  analysis,  render  obvious  the  necessity  of  the  repeal  of  that 
part  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  relating  to  the  taxation  of  bank  shares. 

Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

The  revenue  derived  from  this  source  in  1917  amoimted  to 
$25,703.72,  showing  an  increase  of  $1,678.25  over  the  previous  year. 
The  amount  of  deposits  taxed  was  $6,425,930.61. 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  the 
hearty  cooperation  of  the  banks  aiding  materially.    The  law  has 
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accomplished  its  desired  end,  and  as  a  result  of  its  passage  and 
administration  interest  bearing  deposits  of  the  taxable  class  now 
bear  the  same  proportionate  share  of  the  public  burden  as  siinilar 
deposits  in  state  banks,  savings  banks  and  trust  companies. 

The  Inheritance  Tax. 

The  operation  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  law  for  the  year  1917,  the 
first  full  calendar  year  of  its  administration,  fulfilled  all  expectations, 
both  as  a  source  of  revenue  and  as  a  proper,  equitable  and  desirable 
method  of  taxation.  Although  considerable  detail  work  is  involved 
in  the  administration  of  this  law  and  intricate  legal  questions  occa^ 
sionally  arise,  comparatively  few  difficulties  were  encountered  during 
the  year. 

Sufficient  time  since  the  passage  of  this  law  has  elapsed  to  enable 
the  Board  to  conclude  that  the  law  has  operated  justly,  equitably 
and  successfully  and  that  no  changes  are  necessary  or  advisable 
except  in  a  few  minor  respects.  The  outstanding  feature  that 
differentiates  it  from  other  existing  inheritance  tax  laws  in  this 
country  consists  of  the  provision  imposing  a  separate  tax  upon  both 
the  net  estate  and  upon  the  devise,  legacy,  bequest  or  succession. 
Inheritance  tax  laws  usually  take  the  form  either  of  a  net  estate  tax 
or  a  legacy  and  succession  tax.  The  combination  of  the  two  forms 
as  provided  in  our  law  introduced  an  innovation  in  inheritance 
taxation  in  this  coimtry.  Experience  thus  far  indicates  that  this 
departure  was  justified  and  that  the  operation  of  this  law  effects 
a  wider  distribution  of  the  burden  by  bringing  within  its  scope  a 
greater  number  of  taxable  estates  than  the  older  methods,  and  is 
productive  of  an  equal  amount  of  revenue. 

The  receipts  from  this  source  of  revenue  in  1917  amounted  to 
$294,907.17,  showing  an  increase  of  $165,230.38  over  the  receipts  of 
the  ten  months  of  the  law's  administration  during  1916.  The  num- 
ber of  estates  making  returns  was  1,611  in  1917  as  against  1,038  in 
1916,  and  the  value  of  property  inventoried  was  $25,243,950.31,  as 
compared  with  $8,288,481.92  in  1916.    The  amount  of  tax  assessed 
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upon  net  estates  in  1917  was  $99,775.55  and  the  amount  on  deposit  on 
December  Slst,  1917,  imder  Section  3  of  the  act  was  $26,785.53. 
The  taxes  assessed  upon  legacies  and  successions  in  1917  amoimted 
to  $220,340  20,  showing  ac  increase  of  $128,220.55  over  the  period 
in  1916  during  which  the  law  was  in  force.  . 

The  tax  imposed  by  Section  1  of  The  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916 
is  nearly  identical  with  the  Federal  Estate  Tax.  Because  of  this 
similarity,  a  representative  of  the  Federal  Internal  Revenue  office 
recently  visited  this  department  to  obtain  information  relative  to 
our  method  of  procedure.  Although  our  law  has  been  in  effect  only 
since  February  22,  1916,  every  problem  which  was  presented  for 
consideration  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  internal  revenue  official 
had  actually  arisen  here,  and  the  Board  is  pleased  to  report  that 
rulings  of  the  Federal  government,  based  upon  reciprocal  agree- 
ments,  may  be  made  which  will  inure  to  the  pecuniary  benefit  of 
Rhode  Island  residents. 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  total  niunber  of  estates 
returning  to  the  Board,  the  total  number  of  estates  upon  which  taxes 
have  been  assessed,  the  total  number  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes 
have  become  due  and  the  total  niunber  of  estates  upon  which  the 
amount  of  tax  has  not  been  determined,  since  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act 
went  into  effect: 

Number  of  estates  making  retiuns 2,649 

Number  of  estates  upon  which  taxes  have  been  assessed 299 

Number  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes  were  due 1,313 

Number  of  estates  upon  which  amoimt  of  tax  has  not  been 

determined 1,037 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  property  inventoried, 
the  total  value  of  taxable  estates  assessed,  the  total  value  of  estates 
upon  which  no  taxes  were  due,  and  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon 
net  estates,  for  the  year  1917  : 

Value  of  property  inventoried $25,243,950. 31 

Value  of  taxable  estates  assessed 19,958,946.60 

Value  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes  were  due 1,754,939.73 
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Amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  net  estate $99,775.53 

Amount  on  deposit  imder  Sec.  3  (12  estates) 26,785 .  53 

Amoimt  of  taxes  assessed  upon  legacies  and  succesdons  : 

118) 111,481.30 

67,506.47 

28,976.69 

27,053.84 

24,758.32 

22,145.58 

38,418.00 


At   y^  per  cent. 

(118) 

At  1     per  cent. 

(72) 

At  IJ^  per  cent. 

(  15) 

At  2     per  cent. 

(    6) 

At  2J^  per  cent. 

(    4) 

At  3     per  cent. 

(    3) 

At  5     per  cent. 

(159) 

377  $220,340.20         220,340.20 


Total  amount  of  tax,  including  deposits $346,901 .28 

Conferences  on  Taxation. 

The  members  of  this  Board,  under  appointment  by  your  Excel- 
lency, attended  the  Eleventh  National  Conference  on  Taxation, 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Tax  Association  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  November  13th  to  16th,  1917. 

In  conjunction  with  this  ConfereDce  a  "Congress  of  States,"  called 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  relationship  between  Federal  and 
State  sources  of  revenue,  was  also  convened  at  Atlanta.  ^  The  result 
was  a  gathering  of  taxation  experts  and  economists  of  unusual  im- 
portance, at  which  forty-three  of  the  states  were  represented — 
forty-two  of  them  by  duly  accredited  delegates,  together  with  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Province  of  Manitoba,  Canada,  and  the 
Empire  of  Japan. 

Rhode  Island  was  honored  by  having  the  Chairman  of.  this  Board 
selected  as  temporary  chairman  of  the  Congress  of  States,  which 
was  assembled  for  organization  on  the  evening  of  November  12th, 
preceding  the  first  day  of  the  National  Tax  Conference,  and  which 
four  days  later  concluded  its  deliberations  for  the  time  being,  with 
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the  adoption  of  a  resolution  favoring  the  organization  of  a  Council 
of  States  at  some  future  date^  after  conditions  due  to  the  present 
war  have  begun  to  readjust  themselves,  when  the  fundamental 
question  of  what  sources  of  revenue  should  be  reserved  for  the  states 
and  what  sources  should  be  considered  as  properly  within  the  province 
of  the  Federal  Government  is  to  be  taken  up  for  serious  and  studious 
consideration. 

The  preparations  for  this  proposed  Council  of  States  are  in 
charge  of  a  general  committee,  of  which  Hon.  Walter  E.  Edge, 
Governor  of  New  Jersey,  is  chairman;  Hon.  Hugh  Dorsey,  Governor 
of  Georgia,  first  vice-chairman;  Hon.  Carl  E.  Milliken,  Governor  of 
Maine,  second  vice-chainnan;  Edward  A.  Dickson,  chairman  of  the 
California  State  Tax  Commission,  treasurer-secretary,  and  Charles 
J.  Tobin,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  New  York  State  Tax  Associa- 
tion, assistant  secretar3^    The  chairman  and  secretary  of  this  com- 
mittee, with  Professor.Carl  C.  Plehn  of  the  University  of  California, 
are  now  engaged  in  the  preparatipn  of  a  form  of  resolution  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  legislatures  through  the  governors  of  the  several 
states  when  approved  by  the  general  conmiittee. 

It  is  designed  that  the  Council  of  States  shall  be  the  creation  of 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  in  the  expectation  that  its 
deliberations  will  thus  appeal  more  strongly  to  the  law-making  bodies, 
and  its  conclusions  and  recommendations  as  the  result  of  its  investi- 
gation of  taxation  problems,  for  remed3dng  the  present  overlapping 
of  tax  jurisdictions,  can  be  presented  to  the  several  states  and 
to  the  Federal  government  with  all  the  force  of  official  authority. 

It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  Congress  of  States  should 
do  nothing  at  this  time  which  by  implication  or  otherwise  would 
tend  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  embarrassment  of  the  Federal 
govenunent  in  its  plans  for  financing  the  war;  and  for  this  reason  any 
suggestion  as  to  what  might  be  considered  a  proper  separation  of 
the  sources  of  Federal  and  State  revenues  was,  by  a  tacit  imderstand- 

• 

Dig,  deferred  until  such  time  as  the  possibility  of  such  embarrassment 
8hall  no  longer  exist. 
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The  tendency  in  the  direction  of  a  state  income  tax  as  a  substitute, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  for  the  classified  property  tax,  to  which  reference 

was  made  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the  delegation  to  the 

« 

National  Tax  Conference  in  1916,  was  marked  even  more  con- 
spicuously at  this  conference.  Among  the  states  in  the  eastern 
section  of  the  country  which,  by  legislative  enactment  within  the 
past  two  years,  have  adopted  the  income  tax  in  some  form,  are 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  York. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the  National  Tax  Association,  pursuant 
to  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  National  Conference  in  1916,  to  pre- 
pare a  plan  for  a  model  system  of  state  and  local  taxation,  in 
making  its  partial  report  to  this  conference,  expressed  the  belief 
''that  the  solution  of  the  most  difficult  problems  of  state  and  local 
taxation  could  best  be  foimd  in  some  combination  of  income  and 
property  taxes."  The  conunittee  was  unable  to  present  a  complete 
report,  owing  to  the  imusual  pressure  of  other  duties  which  devolved 
upon  the  members  subsequent  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  which 
seriously  interfered  with  its  work.  The  committee  in  its  partial 
report  expresses  the  conviction,  however,  "that  a  representative 
committee  of  the  National  Tax  Association  can,  under  circiunstances 
less  unfavorable  than  those  which  have  existed  since  last  spring, 
and  with  an  opportunity  for  personal  conference  extending  over 
several  days,  reach  a  substantially  unanimous  agreement  concerning 
the  more  important  features  of  a  model  system  of  State  and  local 
taxation.  They  will  not,  indeed,"  the  report  goes  on  to  say,  "be 
able  to  provide  a  single  solution  for  all  the  problems  that  must  be 
faced  in  every  state;  but  they  can  outline  the  fundamentals  of  a 
plan  which,  with  necessary  modifications  to  meet  local  conditions, 
can  be  readily  adapted  to  the  needs  of  every  State.  Whenever  con- 
ditions seem  favorable  for  such  an  undertaking  the  National  Tax 
Association  should  renew  the  effort  which  unfortunately  has  yielded 
such  slight  results  the  past  year." 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  the  Federal  inheritance  tax  was 
scheduled  for  this  conference,  but  for  reasons  of  expediency  the 
committee  decided  to  defer  its  report  until  a  more  opportune  time. 
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Exceptionally  instructive  addresses  on  various  phases  of  the 
taxation  question  were  delivered  and  discussed,  and  reference  is 
respectfully  made  to  the  official  published  proceedings  for  the  text 
of  these  addresses  and  details  of  the  conference. 

The  National  Tax  Association,  at  the  date  of  the  Atlanta  Con- 
ference, had  a  total  membership  of  815  and  included  members  from 
every  state  in  the  United  States,  from  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Alaska,  Porto  Rico,  the  Philippine  Islands,  Hawaii,  France, 
Scotland,  ^outh  America,  Italy,  Japan  and  five  Canadian 
Provinces. 

The  officers  chosen  for  the  year  1918  are:  President,  Charles  J. 
BuDock,  Professor  of  Economics,  Harvard  University;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Nils  P.  Haugen,  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Tax  Commission; 
Secretary,  Fred  R.  Fairchild,  Professor  of  PoUtical  Economy, 
Yale  University;  Treasurer,  Alfred  E.  Holcomb,  Assistant  Secretary 
American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  New  York  City. 

NEW  ENGLAND  TAX  CONFERENCE. 

State  tax  officials  and  economists  of  the  New  England  states  and 
New  York  gathered  at  Dixville  Notch,  New  Hampshire,  October 
6th  and  6th,  1917,  for  the  Seventh  Annual  Conference  of  the  New 
England  State  Tax  Officials'  Association,  which  members  of  this 
department  attended. 

The  question  of  the  income  tax  as  a  substitute  for  the  personal 
property  tax  was  the  subject  of  timely  and  practical  addresses  by 
Henry  H.  Bond,  State  Income  Tax  Deputy  of  Massachusetts;  Hon. 
George  E.  Hinman,  Attorney-General  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  J.  F. 
ZoUer  of  New  York,  who  described  the  operation  of  the  income  tax 
laws  recently  enacted  in  those  states. 

Among  other  speakers  of  note  were  Dr.  John  B.  Phillips,  expert 
adviser  of  the  National  Industrial  Conference  Board  and  a  former 
j       chairman  of  the  Colorado  State  Tax  Commission,  who  contributed  a 
talk  on  ''Suggestions  on  the  Taxation  of  Business  Corporations;" 
and  Mr.  Alfred  E.  Holcomb  of  New  York,  Treasurer  of  the  National 
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Tax  Association,  wlio  outlined  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  War 
Tax  Act  of  October  3rd,  1917. 

The  Association  elected  as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  Charles 
A.  Plumley,  Commissioner  of  Taxes  of  Vermont,  President;    J.  P. 

« 

Mahoney  of  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Tax  Conmiissioners,  Vice- 
President;  Edward  P.  Tobie,  Chief  Clerk  of  this  Board,  Secretary. 

The  question  of  separation  of  Federal  and  State  sources  of  revenue 
received  attention  in  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

• 

.  "  ReBolvedf  That  this  conference  give  formal  recognition  to  the  importance  and 
significance  of  the  proposed  Congress  of  States  to  be  held  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in 
connection  with  the  eleventh  National  Tax  Conference  in  November,  1917,  as 
marking  the  inauguration  of  a  movement  for  the  systematic  study  of  the  question 
of  the  proper  relationship  between  sources  of  Federal  and  State  revenue;  and 
that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  conference  that  the  delegates  to  the  National  Tax 
Conference  from  the  New  England  states  should  attend  the  sessions  of  said 
congress  and  contribute,  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  able,  to  the  consideration  of  this 
question,  in  the  public  interest." 

The  Vermont  Collateral  Inheritance  Tax  Law  was  supplemented 
at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  by  the  passage  of  a  graduated 
direct  inheritance  tax  law,  embodying  the  principle  of  interstate 
comity,  which  the  association  recognized  by  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

"  Beaolvedf  That  we  note  with  satisfaction  the  incorporation  of  a  provision  in 
the  inheritance  tax  laws  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  exempting  the  personal  property 
of  the  estates  of  non-resident  decedents  from  legacy  and  succession  taxes;  and  we 
again  urge  the  adoption  of  similar  provisions  of  law  throughout  the  New  England 
states  in  the  furtherance  of  the  principle  of  interstate  comity  in  inheritance 
taxation." 

t 

Included  among  the  topics  on  the  program  for  the  two  days' 
session  were  the  following:  Constitutional  Limitations  in  Tax  L^is- 
lation;  The  Farmers'  Interest  in  Taxation;  Special  Franchise  Taxes 
in  the  New  England  States;  The  Proposed  Taxation  Article  in  the 
Massachusetts  Constitution;  Central  and  Local  Cooperation  'm  Tax 
Administration;  Bank  Taxation;  Taxation  for  School  Purposes; 
The  Present  Status  of  Mortgage  Taxation;  The  Policy  of  Real 
Estate  Exemptions;  After- War  Problems. 
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Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Assodatimi. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  Wednesday,  December  12th,  1917,  at  the  State 
House,  and  was  attended  by  a  large  gathering  of  local  assessors, 
representing  thirty  of  the  thirty-nine  cities  and  towns  in  the  State. 

The  most  significant  feature  of  the  meeting  was  a  declaration  by 
mianimous  vote  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  date  of 
assessment  for  the  several  mimicipalities.  This  action  followed  an 
able  discourse  by  Hon.  Albert  A.  Baker,  former  City  Solicitor  of 
Providence,  a  guest  of  the  assosciation,  who  had  been  invited  to 
deliver  an  address  on  "The  Taxpayer's  Point  of  View."  In  the 
course  of  his  paper  Mr.  Baker  called  attention  to  the  uncertainty  and 
confusion  arising  from  the  difference  in  assessment  dates,  ranging 
from  early  in  March  to  late  in  December,  particularly  among  persons 
owning  property  in  several  taxing  jurisdictions  of  the  State,  and  also 
among  persons  who  had  occasion  to  transfer  any  considerable  amount 
of  tangible  personal  property  from  one  town  to  another. 

The  association  instructed  the  president  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  five  members  to  consider  the  question  of  a  uniform  date  of  assess- 
ment  and  to  report  at  a  later  date. 

Other  guests  of  the  Association  were  Hon.  Martin  S.  Budlong, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Providence,  who 
welcomed  the  Association  on  behalf  of  the  City;  His  Honor  Emery 
J.  San  Souci,  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Governor,  who  addressed  the 
members  on  behalf  of  the  State;  Hon.  Clement  S.  Stetson,  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  State  Assessors  of  Maine,  and  State  Senator 
Ezra  M.  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  who  delivered  entertaining  and 
instructive  addresses  on  "The  Local  Assessor  and  His  Problems," 
and  "State  and  Local  Finances,''  respectively. 

Hon.  John  W.  Ramsbottom  of  the  Pawtucket  Board  of  Assessors, 
President  of  the  Association,  in  his  annual  address,  referred  to  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  local  assessors  in  arriving  at  the  full  and 
fair  cash  value  of  property,  oMong  to  the  lack  of  assessors'  plats,  and 
the  want  of  imif ormity  in  local  methods  and  rules  for  taxing  various 
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kinds  of  personal  property.    He  also  emphasized  the  desirability  of 
a  uniform  assessment  date. 

During  the  meeting  statistics  were  presented^  showing  the  im- 
provements made  in  local  valuations  since  the  enactment  of  the 
Tax  Act  of  1912. 

The  addresses  delivered  at  the  meeting  are  being  published  in 
Bulletin  Number  4  of  the  Association  shortly  to  be  issued,  to  which 
reference  for  more  complete  details  of  the  meeting  is  respectfully 
invited. 


DATES  OF  ASSESSMENT  OF  TAXES  IN  THE  SEVERAL  STATES.* 


ALABAMA 

Listing  of  all  property  by  the  assessor  between  the  first  day  of  October  and  the 
first  day  of  January.  Assessment  between  second  Monday  in  October,  or  second 
Monday  in  January  of  next  year,  and  the  second  Monday  in  May  of  same  year. 

(Revenue  Act,  1915,  page  17.) 
ARIZONA 

All  property  shall  be  assessed  between  the  first  Monday  in  January  and  the 
first  day  of  May  in  each  year  by  the  county  assessor,  except  as  otherwise  required 
by  the  state  board  of  equalization. 

(Revenue  Law,  Ch.  5,  Sec.  4860,  p.  35.) 
ARKANSAS 

Each  county  assessor  shall  file  with  the  county  clerk  on  or  before  the  second 
Monday  in  September  a  list  of  property  and  assessments. 

(Digest  of  Statutes,  1916,  Sec.  8609.) 
CALIFORNIA 

Assessor  must  assess  property  owned  at  twelve  o'clock  meridian  on  the  first 
Monday  of  March  each  year,  except  such  property  as  lb  assigned  for  assessment 
to  the  board  of  equalization  which  must  be  assessed  before  the  first  Monday  in 
August. 

(Revenue  Laws,  1916,  Sees.  3628,  3665.) 
COLORADO 

Schedules  delivered  to  assessor  between  April  1  and  May  20th.    Property 
listed  as  of  the  first  day  of  April  each  year,  except  as  otherwise  provided  herein. 
(Revenue  laws,  1902,  p.  23;  Colo.  Anno.  Statutes,  1912,  Sec.  6251.) 

CONNECTICUT 

Schedules  shall  be  given  on  or  before  November  1.  All  assessments  shall  be 
made  before  January  31. 

(Gen.  Laws  of  Taxation,  1912,  Pt.  I.    Local  Revenues,  Sec.  2310.) 

DELAWARE 

Has  no  uniform  system. 

FLORIDA 

The  county  assessors  of  taxes  shall  complete  the  assessment  before  the  first 
Monday  in  July  of  each  year. 

(Compiled  Laws  of  1914,  Sec.  525.) 

KSompiled  at  the  requeat  of  the  Board  of  Tax  CommiBBionen  by  the  Legislative  Refereaoe 
Banau,  State  library.  1917. 
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GEORGIA 

County  boardB  of  tax  assessors  shall  make  all  assessments  before  July  1,  of  each 
year. 

(Anno.  Code,  1914,  v.  1,  Sec.  1116  (p.)  .) 
IDAHO 

Ail  real  property  subject  to  assessment  shall  be  assessed  at  full  cash  value 
at  twelve  o'clock  meridian  the  second  Monday  in  January. 

(Tax  Laws,  1013,  Sec.  2.) 

Personal  property  assessed  between  second  Monday  of  January  and  fourth 
Monday  of  October  in  each  year,  and  must  complete  said  assessment  on  or 
before  said  fourth  Monday  of  October. 

(Laws,  1917,  Chap.  55,  Sec.  148,  p.  127.) 

ILLINOIS 

Assessment  shall  be  made  upon  all  property  as  to  its  value  on  the  first  day  of 
April. 

(111.  Statutes,  1913,  v.  5,  Sec.  9523.) 
INDIANA 

Real  and  personal  property  listed  for  taxation  between  the  first  day  of  March 
and  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  annually.  (10157-)  Personal  property,  assessed 
the  first  day  of  March.  (10160.)  List  of  lands  to  auditor  first  day  of  March 
(10254). 

(Ann.  Stat.  1914,  v.  4.) 

IOWA 

The  listing  of  property  and  the  valuation  must  be  made  the  second  Monday  in 
January  annually  and  must  be  completed  the  first  day  of  April. 

(Revenue  laws,  1915,  Sec.  1352;  1365.) 
KANSAS 

All  property  must  be  listed  and  valued  as  of  the  first  day  of  March  in  the  year 
of  assessment. 

(Tax  laws,  1917,  Sec.  11163.) 
KENTUCKY 

All  taxable  estate  shall  be  assessed  as  of  the  first  day  of  September  in  the  year 
listed.  (4052.)  Tax  assessor  shall  complete  his  work  on  or  before  January 
first  (4059). 

(Statutes,  1915.) 
LOUISIANA 

After  returns  of  property  owners  are  made,  the  assessors  shall  make  all  assess- 
ments on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually  (6219),  except  in  the  parish  of 
New  Orleans,  where  assessments  shall  be  completed  on  March  fifteenth  (6239). 

(Anno.  Statutes,  1915,  v.  3.) 
MAINE 

Inventory  of  personal  property  in  unorganLied  townships  to  be  returned  to 
state  assessors  on  or  before  the  &^t  of  May  in  each  year  (1917,  Ch.  253).     Per- 
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flonal  and  real  property  assessed  to  owner  the  first  of  April  (Taxation  laws,  1909, 
Ch.  9,  Sec.  8,  Sec.  12) .  Assessors  of  each  town  make  returns  to  state  assessors  the 
first  of  August  annually.    Corporations  assessed  July  1st,  annually. 

(Laws,  1911,  Ch.  174.) 
MARYLAND 

Uniform  plan  for  assessment  of  property  by  state  tax  commission.  List  trans- 
mitted to  county  commissioners  between  the  first  of  January  and  the  first  of 
March. 

(Laws,  1916,  Ch.  629  (249)  .) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

The  first  day  of  April  shall  hereafter  be  the  date  as  of  which  taxes  shall  be 
assessed,  except  in  cases  specifically  provided  for  by  law. 

(Acts,  1914,  Ch.  198,  p.  148.) 
MICHIGAN 

Personal  property  assessed  the  second  Monday  of  April  of  the  year  in  which 
assessment  is  made.  (3836.)  Assessment  roll  made  on  or  before  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  in  each  year  by  supervisor  or  assessor  (3847) . 

(Gen.  Tax  Law,  1907.) 
MINNESOTA 

All  real  property  subject  to  tax  shall  be  listed  and  assessed  every  even  numbered 
year  with  reference  to  its  value  on  May  1  preceding  assessment.  Personal  prop- 
erty the  same. 

(Tax  Laws,  1908,  p.  13.) 

MISSISSIPPI 

Assessment  of  personal  property  and  polls  made  between  February  1  and  the 
first  Monday  in  June  of  each  year.  Lands  assessed  February  1- July  1,  every 
two  years. 

(Code,  1917,  Sees.  6897;  6914.) 

MISSOURI 

County  assessor  shall  conclude  assessment  of  property  on  thirty-first  day  of 
December  of  each  year. 

(Laws,  1917,  p.  523  (6)  .) 

MONTANA 

County  assessor  furnishes  copies  of  assessment  books  to  cities  and  towns  on  or 
before  the  second  Monday  in  July  of  each  year  (Sup.  Code,  1915,  Sec.  3350  a). 
Assessor  must  between  first  Monday  of  March  and  second  Monday  of  July  assess 
all  taxable  property  owned  at  twelve  o'clock  meridian  the  first  Monday  of  March 
next  preceding. 

(Revised  Code,  1907,  Sec.  2510.) 

NEBRASKA 

Property  assessed  before  the  first  day  of  April  and  every  fourth  year  thereafter. 

(Revenue  laws,  Sec.  5026.) 
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NEVADA 

Completion  of  assessment  rolls  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  September. 

(Revised  laws,  1913,  Sec.  3636.) 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Selectmen  shall  assess  all  persons  on  the  first  day  of  April.  All  real  estate  in 
April.    List  delivered  to  collector  June  30th. 

(Tax  laws,  1916,  p.  6S-  60.) 
NEW  JERSEY 

All  real  property  valued  before  the  third  Monday  of  August  annually  as  of  the 
twentieth  of  May  (p.  5085).  All  personal  property  valued  before  the  third 
Monday  of  August,  annually  (p.  5093). 

(Statutes,  1910.) 
NEW  MEXICO 

County  assessors  in  each  county  to  prepare  assessment  roll  and  send  copy  to 
tax  commission  not  later  than  third  Monday  in  July,  annually. 

(Laws,^  1915,  Ch.  54,  Sec.  10.) 
NEW  YORK 

Real  property  assessed  as  of  July  first  in  the  tax  district  in  which  situated  (9). 
Personal  property  in  the  possession  of  person  July  first  shall  be  taxed  (8).  Assess- 
ors in  each  tax  district  annually  list  all  property  between  January  1  and  July  1 
(20). 

(Tax  law,  1916.) 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

Assessment  in  counties  begins  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  May  and 
closes  the  first  day  of  July. 

(Laws,  1915,  Ch.  286,  Sec.  17.) 
NORTH  DAKOTA 

Assessor  shall  perform  duties  required  of  him  during  April  and  May  of  each  year. 

(Compiled  laws,  1913,  v.  1,  Sec.  2127.) 
OHIO 

Listing  of  all  property  made  between  second  Monday  of  April  and  first  Monday 
of  June,  annually.  Valuation  of  all  such  property  for  taxation  shaU  be  made  as  of 
the  day  preceding  the  second  Monday  of  April,  annually. 

(Tax  laws,  1916,  Sec.  5366—71.) 
OKLAHOMA 

All  taxable  property  as  soon  as  practicable  on  or  after  the  fifteenth  of  January 
shall  be  listed  and  assessed  as  of  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  yejir. 

(Session  laws,  1915,  p.  142.) 
OREGON 

Assessments  of  property  owned  on  March  first  at  the  hour  of  one  A.  M.,  shall 
be  made  in  counties  the  first  Monday  in  March  of  each  year  and  completed  the 
second  Monday  in  September. 

(I'ax  Laws,  1915,  Sec.  3586.) 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

Division  of  county  into  assessment  districts.  Subordinate  assessors  assess  and 
▼alue  and  file  list  of  persons  taxable  upon  occupations  before  the  first  Monday  in 
November  triennially. 

(Laws,  1917,  p.  1130.) 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Corporations  assessed  June  first.  Tax  payable  July  first.  Otherwise  no 
uniform  date  of  assessment. 

(Pub.  Laws,  1912,  Chap.  769.) 
SOUTH  CAROLINA 

The  duty  of  persons  to  return  real  and  personal  property  between  January 
first  and  February  twentieth  in  1906,  and  every  foiirth  year  thereafter,  with  value 
as  of  the  first  of  January.  Lists  laid  before  townships  boards  of  assessors  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  March. 

(Tax  laws,  Abstract,  Sec.  42;  69;  86.) 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

All  real  and  personal  property  assessed  with  reference  to  its  value  on  the  first 
day  of  May. 

(Taxation  laws,  Sec.  2057.) 
TENNESSEE 

For  all  property  the  basis  of  assessment  shall  be  as  of  the  tenth  of  January. 

(Laws,  1907,  Ch.  602;  5  [l].) 
TEXAS 

All  property  shall  be  listed  for  taxation  between  January  1  and  April  30th  of 
each  year  with  value  as  of  the  first  day  of  January. 

(Civil  Statutes,  1914,  v.  4,  Art.  7608.) 
UTAH 

Tax  levy  in  cities  during  July.  County  auditors  prepare  assessment  rolls 
second  Monday  of  September.  Property  list  made  before  first  Monday  of  May. 
Property  assessed  as  of  the  first  day  of  January. 

(Laws,  1909,  Ch.  63,  Sec.  2516.) 

VERMONT 

» 

Assessments  of  grand  lists  returned  to  town  clerk  in  May  of  each  year. 

(Laws,  1909,  No.  27.) 
VIRGINIA 

Commissioner  for  each  district  in  the  several  counties,  and  the  commissioner  for 
each  city,  shall  conunence,  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  or  at  such  time 
as  the  auditor  shall  designate,  the  assessing  of  property.  Personal  property 
assessed  the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year,  except  as  otherwise  provided  by 
law.  Corporation  assessment  the  first  day  in  January  of  each  year.  Personal 
interrogatories  of  each  taxpayer  are  made  on  or  before  June  1,  annually. 
(Tax  laws,  1915,  Preface,  p.  v>  Code,  1904,  Sec.  455;  491.) 
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WASHINGTON 

All  real  and  personal  property  ia  subject  to  assessment  upon  valuationa  fixed 
of  the  first  day  of  March  at  twelve  o'clock  meridian. 

(Revenue laws,  1907,  p.  3) 
WEST  VIRGINIA 

All  property,  unless  herein  otherwise  provided,  shall  be  assessed  aa  of  the  first 
day  of  January  of  each  year. 

(Assessment  laws,  1916,  Sec.  14,  p.  9.) 
WISCONSIN 

Assessor  of  each  assessment  district  shall  begin  on  ihe  first  day  of  May  in  each 
year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  and  proceed  to  make  assessment  cxf  the 
real  and  personal  property. 

(Tax  laws,  1912,  Sec.  18,  p.  7.) 
WYOMING  ' 

County  assessors  make  aasessment  of  all  property  the  first  Monday  of  February 
of  each  year. 

(Tax  laws,  1909,  Sec.  7,  p.  14.) 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pbrcentags  of  Tax  Assbssbd  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1915,  1916  AND  1917. 


ClTIKS  AXfD  Towns. 


Baninctoii .... 

Bristol 

BuRmyilla 

GentnlFmlli... 
ChariMtown ... 

CoTentrjr 

Cnuuton , 

Cumbarknd. . . 
Ernst  Qraenwioh. 
Bast  ProTidenoo 

Ezetsr 

Foster 

Qlooester 


Year. 


Tax  on  Land. 


1915 

1916 

1917J 

1915; 

191d 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1915 

1916 

1917 


$10,598.29 

11.867.11 

11,900.70 

37.224.00 

38,982.80 

40.496.22 

14.354.63 

14.172.31 

16,554.42 

36.367.52 

36,447.24 

46.550.45 

3.180.00 

3.204.60 

3.171.50 

8.344.10 

8.519.25 

8,570.25 

75,133.95 

74.523.54 

90,384.76 

27.084.86 

27.247.49 

28.657.02 

6,195.25 

6.841.72 

6,858.22 

63.934.95 

64.519.44 

64.824.93 

3.014.70 

3.302.64 

3.312. 10 

3.914.85 

3,874.27 

3.906.22 

5.380.84 

5.416.90 

5.549.97 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


22.71 
22.36 
22.00 
32.84 
32.32 
30.57 
24.65 
24.76 
24.93 
20.80 
19.99 
19.49 
27.84 
27.87 
27.46 
17.24 
17.32 
17.33 
26.49 
26.15 
25.96 
24.88 
24.80 
24.83 
28.08 
23.06 
23.00 
30.03 
28.85 
27.84 
56.71 
56.48 
66.70 
45.70 
42.37 
42.25 
39.39 
39.74 
39.59 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


$22,917.99 

27.216.76 

27.106.20 

53,705.60 

58,529.96 

68.290.56 

80.914.03 

30,473.34 

35.535.78 

105.028.07 

109.304.41 

132.560.50 

6.977.00 

7.039.00 

7.226.50 

27.060.00 

27.354.60 

27.390.25 

174.560.27 

176.904.19 

218.032.14 

50.448.16 

55.783.46 

63,816.25 

14.304.75 

16.033.88 

16.129.03 

121,156.40 

126.200.51 

133.320.11 

1,487.00 

1,640.21 

1,645.71 

3.217.35 

3.230.48 

3,342.52 

6.272.10 

6.839.86 

6.525.92 


Fte 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


49.10 
51.30 
50  31 
47.40 
48.53 
51.50 
53.07 
53.25 
53.53 
60.10 
59.96 
55.49 
61.06 
61.23 
62.56 
55.96 
56.63 
55.35 
61.68 
62.10 
62.63 
46.34 
50.78 
46.63 
53.29 
54.05 
54.08 
56.01 
56.45 
57.25 
27.08 
28.05 
28.16 
37.56 
35.32 
36.15 
45.92 
46.51 
46.55 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pebcentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax 

1915,  1916  AND  1917. 


Per 

Per 

Tax  on  Tangible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Cent, of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptiona. 

ToUl 

Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$8,854.96 

18.97 

S4.300.70 

9.22 

846.671.94 

846,437.14 

9.734.00 

18.35 

4.240.40 

7.99 

53.058.27 

52,785.45 

9.588.00 

17.80 

5,278.00 

9.80 

53,872.90 

53,632.90 
112.922.00] 

19.022.40 

16.78 

3,370.00 

2.98 

113.322.00 

19.599.64 

16.25 

3.492.40 

2.90 

120.604.80 

120,210.10 

20.316.51 

15.34 

3,428.80 

2.59 

132,532.09 

132,155.89 

12,515.10 

21.48 

462.80 

.80 

58.246.56 

56,758.06 

12.039.30 

21.04 

538.80 

.95 

57.223.75 

57,041.75  - 

13,995.00 

21.08 

306.80 

.46 

66.392.00 

66.186.50 
174.362.91 

31.112.53 

17.80 

2.266.79 

1.30 

174,774.91 

34.344.14 

18.85 

2.184.00 

1.20 

182.279.79 

181,920.29 

57.204,85 

23.95 

2.541.70 

1.07 

238.866.59 

238.467.09 

830.60 

7.26 

438.40 

8.84 

11.425.90 

11,273.40 

820.00 

7.13 

434.40 

3.77 

11.497.90 

11.413.24  • 

722.00 

6.25 

< 432. 40 

3.74 

11.552.40 

11.476.40 

11.418.40 

23.59 

1.550.60 

3.21 

48.402.10 

48.146.90 

11,602.25 

23.59 

1.700.20 

3.46 

49.176.20 

48.986.00  • 

11.832.75 

23.92 

1.680.00 

3.40 

49.473.25 

49.237.25, 
274,500.34 

25,298.26 

8.92 

8.675.86 

3.06 

283.677.34 

23.144.94 

8.13 

10,306.54 

3.62 

284.879.21 

284.188.55  - 

28,343.22 

8.14 

11.390.90 

3.27 

348.151.02 

347,350.90 
108.792.86* 

30.619.32 

28  13 

714.03 

.65 

108.866.67 

25,932.22 

23.60 

910.00 

.82 

109,873.17 

109,637.77  • 

32,354.39 

28.03 

582.44 

.51 

115,410.10 

115,187.58 

4.232.00 

15.76 

• 

2.121.20 

7.90 

26.853.20 

26.673.20 

4.656.85 

15.69 

2.137.80 

7.20 

29,670.25 

29.517.90 

4,752.55 

15.93 

2.086.20 

6.99 

29.826.00 

29.662.65 

23.715.66 

11.14 

4.071.00 

1.92 

212.878.01 

212.058.39* 

28.507.08 

12.75 

4.374.32 

1.95 

223.601.35 

222.820.83 
232.150.32. 

29,573.40 

12.70 

5.146.10 

2.21 

232,864.54 

691.35 

13.01 

122.00 

2.30 

5.315.05 

5.275  05 

762.08 

13.04 

142.60 

2.43 

5,847.53 

5.816.73 

756.30 

12.94 

128.20 

2.20 

5.842.31 

5.825.81 
8.410.29 

1,217.20 

14.21 

216.14 

2.53 

8.565.54 

1,837.08 

20.09 

203.68 

2.22 

9.145.51 

8.975.04 

1.798.26 

19.45 

199.62 

2.15 

9.246.52 

9.089.40 

1,414.38 

10.35 

594.10 

4.34 

13.661.42 

13,510.72 

1.413.12 

10.37 

460.86 

3.38 

13.630.74 

13.490.54  • 

1,504.27 

10.73 

438.26 

3.13 

14.018.52 

13.880.32 
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TABLE  VII.-<;ontinued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1915,  1916  AND  1917. 


CiTiBa  AND  Towns. 


Hopkintoo , 


jMDMtOWD, 


Johnston , 


Lincoln 


Little  Compton , 


Middle  town, 


NarragaDsett : 
Newport .... 


New  Shoreham. 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence, 


North  Smithfield. 


Pawtucket , 


1917! 


Per 

Per 

Tax  on  Land. 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

Tax  on 
Biiildings  and 
Improvements. 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

$5,880.00 

26.93 

$11,319.00 

51.85 

6,414.00 

23.68 

15.949.50 

58.61 

6,367.60 

22.83 

16,557.00 

59.39 

15,478.71 

48.46 

13,481.45 

42.22 

15,495.93 

47.29 

14.054.76 

42.89 

16,352.27 

46.16 

15,694.25 

44.31 

16.633.35 

32.22 

26,038.88 

50.43 

15,183.35 

32.30 

23.081.82 

49.10 

19,740.45 

32.79 

29.929.65 

49.72 

12,747.16 

17,78 

44.922.25 

62.70 

12.758.18 

17.14 

46.212.11 

62.06 

13,349.20 

17.00 

48.919.21 

62.30 

4,256.04 

31.20 

5.143.98 

37.70 

4,398.91 

31.20 

5.369.49 

38.10 

4.394.89 

29.16 

5,670.48 

37.63 

11,980.40 

45.34 

10,676.00 

40.40 

12,048.40 

46.35 

10,260.80 

39.47 

12.482.60 

46.16 

10.754.80 

39.76 

30,378.95 

50.01 

23.551.93 

38.77 

30,120.15 

49.45 

24,093.37 

39.55 

30,030.41 

48.17 

25.389.80 

40.72 

241,840.56 

31.58 

369,231.72 

48.22 

247.815.04 

31.42 

379,415.36 

48.12 

248.137.30 

30.79 

390.341.71 

48.43 

6,289.50 

44.12 

5.583.00 

39.17 

6.309.00 

43.09 

5,539.60 

37.83 

6.296.25 

42.82 

5,609.25 

38.15 

9,623.10 

21.33 

27,123.10 

60.10 

9,665.60 

21.19 

27,574.50 

60.45 

10.788.03 

21.02 

30,712.82 

59.83 

15.302.88 

25.45 

31,835.40 

52.97 

15,528.00 

25.28 

32,308.80 

52.60 

16,505.52 

26.06 

33,131 .  10 

52.32 

5,133.60 

15.05 

19.002.60 

55.70 

4,589.82 

13.75 

18,104.10 

54.26 

4.683.90 

12.75 

18,994.50 

51.72 

250.111.29 

27.58 

506,519.80 

65.85 

260.561.07 

26.79 

537,371.67 

65.27 

272,488.82 

23.89 

614.895.23 

53.92 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


45 


TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pebcbntage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1915,  1916  AND  1917. 


Per 

Tax  OD  Tansibje 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Penonai. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

$4,327.50 

19.83 

$302.20 

4.218.00 

15.50 

630.80 

4,276.50 

15.34 

680.90 

1,810.98 

5.67 

1,163.72 

1.028.38 

5.89 

1.284.97 

2,126.85 

6.00 

1,249.12 

7,802.25 

15.12 

1,148.20 

7,506.20 

15.98 

1,230.00 

9.198.30 

15.28 

1,326.00 

13,353.06 

18.63 

632.40 

14.874.52 

19.97 

614.42 

15.650.08 

19.94 

593.60 

1,806  56 

13.24 

2.437.38 

1,783.08 

12.65 

2.542.68 

1,993.98 

13.23 

3,011.88 

1,730.00 

6.55 

2,037.20 

1.722.40 

6.62 

1,966.00 

1.862.80 

6.89 

1.944.40 

5,911.50 

9.74 

903.84 

5.851.12 

9.60 

852.52 

6,099.00 

9.78 

831.32 

67.822.66 

8.85 

86.853.20 

72,080.00 

9.14 

69,300.80 

73,693.79 

9.14 

93.836.80 

1.914.00 

13.43 

467,10 

2,087.25 

14.26 

706.00 

2,301.75 

15.66 

496.80 

5.702.25 

12.63 

2.679.40 

5.819.50 

12.75 

2.554.60 

7.105.17 

13.83 

2.728.00 

12.541.80 

20.87 

429.60 

13,187.40 

21.47 

394.00 

13.351.80 

21.08 

338.00 

9,773.84 

28.65 

203.88 

10.463.46 

31.36 

211.18 

12,854.82 

35.00 

190.92 

140.869.41 

15.64 

9,274.50 

165.255.09 

16.99 

9.142.18 

242.444.30 

21.26 

10,514.05 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


2. 
3. 
3. 
3. 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 


1.39 

2.31 

.44 

,65 

.93 

,53 

2.23 

2.62 

2.21 

.89 

.83 

.76 

17.86 

18.05 

19.98 

7.71 

7.56 

7.19 

1.48 

1.40 

1.33 

11.36 

11.82 

11.64 

3.28 

4.82 

3.38 

5.94 

5.61 

5.32 

.71 

.65 

.54 

.60 

.64 

.63 

1.03 

.95 

.93 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


$21,828.70 
27,212.30 
27.881.90 
31.934.86 
82.764.04 
35,422.49 
61,622.68 
47,001.37 
60,194.40 
71.664.87 
74,459.23 
78,521.09 
13,643.96 
14,095.06 
15.071.23 
26.423.60 
25.997.60 
27.044.60 
60,746.22 
60,917.16 
62.350.63 
765.748.04 
788,611.20 
806.009.60 
14,263.60 
14,641.76 
14,704.06 
45,127.86 
46,614.20 
51,334.02 
60,109.68 
61,418.20 
63,326.42 
34,113.92 
33,368.66 
36,724 .  14 
906,776.00 
972,330.01 
1.140,342.40 


$21,466.96 
26,838.17 
27,614.15 
31,871.86 
32.701.04 
36,356.49 
51,513.18 
46,892.47 
60.109.50 
71.489.49 
74.293.85 
78.349.10 
13.642.56 
14,093.66 
15,069.83 
26,617.60 
25,993.60}' 
27.040.60 
60.065.22* 
60.848.16 
62,281.53 
760,901. 
787.982.40 
805.361.60 
14,190.60 
14,678.75 
14,641.05^ 
44.824.05 
46,330.40 
51.045.77 
59,616.48 
61.298.20  - 
63.230.42 
32,099.56 
33,302.56 
36.661.34 
904.788  90 
970.336.28 
1,137,828.00 


63 

,12l 
40  * 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Percentage  op  Tax  AasBseED  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax 

1915,  1916  AND  1917. 


CxTiBB  AND  Towns. 


Portimouth 


Providence , 


Richmond, 


Scituate. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown. 
Tiverton 


Warren. 


Warwick. 


Westerly 

West  Greenwich , 


West  Warwick. 


Woonsocket , 


Year. 


I 


Ths  Stats. 


915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
91o 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 
915 
916 
917 

915 
916 
917 


Tax  on  Land. 


S9.814.80 

9.827.40 

9,846.00 

1.698.198.07 

1.709,548.57 

1.965,573.75 

5,895.50 

2.674.10 

2.838.50 

6.370.25 

6,888.25 

9.772.02 

6.660.45 

6.527.78 

6.550.98 

12.929.73 

13.149.29 

14,439.72 

13.949.51 

17,310.26 

13.832.43 

12.180.66 

14,267.68 

16,018.86 

52,278.30 

50,503.58 

59.672.00 

44,840.25 

45.642.75 

46,594.50 

3,228.75 

3,234.00 

3,313.88 

13,883.11 

13,179.69 

13,208.22 

143,703.04 

142,913.90 

149.066.20 


$2,944,315.90 
2.976,473.91 
3.303.089.96 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


43.53 

43.38 

43.40 

33.52 

32.73 

33.56 

43.49 

17.57 

17.94 

22.52 

23.35 

22.78 

10.02 

18.38 

16.59 

21.40 

21.28 

21.52 

26.57 

26.75 

26.04 

15.40 

15.34 

15.02 

28.49 

27.95 

28.29 

29.69 

31.35 

31.69 

60.93 

60.89 

61.77 

13.21 

12.681 

12.45| 

27.47/ 

27.42< 

25.56 


30.85 
30.20 
30.08 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


$8,289.30 

8.429.10 

8.544.00 

2.087.106.88 

2.140,326.47 

2.327.295.19 

4.219.15 

8.113.50 

8,479.25 

14,002.65 

14.856.90 

21,916.08 

20.649.17 

20.791.05 

22.187.11 

29.779.47 

30.007.82 

33.730.02 

32.656.03 

40.863.35 

'     33.136. 40 1 

40.723.201 

48.022.80 

55,322.28 

94.483.98 

92.564.65 

111.175.90 

81.786.00 

78.327.00 

79,764.00 

1,508.25 

1,524.00 

1,621.75 

49,689.40 

50.820.15 

51,856.27 

249.490.30 

247,631.35 

265,883.40 


$4,426,899.91 
4.568,264.48 
4,908.333.01 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


36.77 

37.21 

37.66 

41.20 

40.98 

39.74 

31.12 

53.31 

53.59 

49.63 

50.85 

51.09 

58.97 

68.52 

56.18 

40.28 

49.55 

50.28 

62.20 

63.12 

62.38 

51.50 

51.60 

51.89 

51.49 

51.22 

52.71 

54.14 

53.80 

54.26 

28.46 

28.69 

28.37 

47.30 

48.85 

48.89 

47.70 

47.51 

45.58 


46.40 
46.38 
45.51 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

PXBCENTAOE   OF  TaX   ASSESSED  UndER  EaCH   CLASSIFICATION  TO  TOTAL  TaX, 

1915,  1916  AND  1917. 


Per 

Per 

Tax  on  Tangible 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Penonak 

Total 
Tfx. 

Cible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

Sl.682.40 

7.47 

$2,759.60 

12.23 

$22,546.10 

$22,521.05' 

1,405.20 

6.21 

2.990.80 

13.20 

22,652.50 

22.621.45 

► 

1.318. 2() 

5.80 

2.980.00 

13.14 

22,688.20 

22,669.15 

Q«e,e99.85 

19.15 

310.429.92 

6.13 

6.065.434.72 

5,062.008!  46 

1,036,620.16 

19.84 

336.490.56 

6.45 

5.221,885.75 

5.219,452.86 

■ 

1.195.440.03 

20.41 

368,256.48 

6.29 

5.856,565.45 

5.853.297.32 

3,201.50 

23.61 

241.64 

1.78 

18,557.79 

13.331.29' 

4.182.60 

27.48 

250.04 

1.64 

15,220.14 

15.144.14 

b 

4.244.60 

20.82 

260.44 

1.65 

15,822.69 

15.774.69 

6.547.76 

23.14 

1.361.12 

4.82 

28,281.77 

28,046.77 

6,662.60 

22.24 

1.198.02 

4.06 

29.505.67 

29,297.17 

* 

8.981.10 

20.94 

2.226.20 

5.19 

42.895.40 

42,716.40 

6.752.81 

19  28 

957.87 

2.73 

35,020.80 

23.682.80 

7.886.87 

20.79 

823.51 

2.31 

35,529.21 

35,529.21 

• 

9.884.33 

25.03 

869.46 

2.20 

39,491.88 

39.464.38^ 

7.191.91 

11.90 

10.523.30 

17.42 

60,424.41 

60.068.84 
61.425.10 

7,448.21 

12.05 

10,578.90 

17.12 

61.784.22 

8.373.48 

12.48 

10.548.90 

15.72 

67.092.12 

66,727.62 

4,472.34 

8.52 

1.423.34 

2.71 

52,501.22 

62,295.42 

6.353.11 

8.27 

1,205.90 

1.86 

64.732.62 

64.470.12 

5.072.20 

9.54 

1.082.30 

2.04 

53.123.42 

52.915.82 

23.250.90 

29.42 

2.911.28 

3.68 

79.075.04 

78.994.84* 

27,961.70 

30.03 

2.815.14 

3.03 

93,067.32 

93.001.32 

32,575.53 

30.55 

2,701.80 

2.54 

106.618.47 

106.490.16 

16,343.22 

8.91 

20.378.14 

11.11 

183,483.64 

182.666.14* 

16,407.45 

9.07 

21;258.20 

11.76 

180.733.88 

180,003.68 

19.498.62 

9.24 

20,585.58 

9.76 

210.932.10 

209,983.16 

17.437.60 

11.54 

6.995.60 

4.63 

151,050.36 

186.741.85 

10.240.50 

7.03 

11.372.80 

7.82 

145.583.05 

145.198.05 

10.290.00 

7.00 

10.361.60 

7.06 

147.010.10 

146.638.60 

520.50 

9.82 

42.00 

.79 

5.299.60 

5,226.00 

516.00 

9.71 

38.00 

.71 

5.312.00 

5.238.50 

490.50 

9.15 

38.00 

.71 

5.364.13 

5.290.63 

38.057.74 

37.09 

2.519.00 

2.40 

105.049.25 

102,747.65* 

37,752.13 

36.29 

2.268.71 

2.18 

104.020.68 

103.756.68 

38.368.39 

36.18 

2,629.33 

2.48 

106,062.21 

106.798.21 

120.937.15 

23.13 

8.882.80 

1.70 

523.013.29 

506.759. 30] 

121,537.25 

23.32 

0,098.70 

1.76 

521.181.20 

520,710.80 

158.547.10 

27.18 

9.788.90 

1.68 

583,285.60 

582.831.70 

$1,663,312.34 

17.43 

$506,861.85 

5.32 

$9,541,390.00 

$9,468,299.24 

1,763.433.57 

17.90 

542,945.43 

5.52 

9.860.117.39 

9,837,092.31 

• 

2.098.793.81 

19.10 

583,710.10 

5.31 

10,983.926.88 

10,969.380.23^ 
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TABLE  IX. 

PaB  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1915,  1916  and  1917. 


Town  or  Cxtt. 


Barrington 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Charlestown 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence 


Year. 

Valuation. 

^Population 
(Estimated). 

Per  Capita 
Valuauon. 

[1915 
{l916 
[1917 

$4,770,250 
4,974,075 
5,347,875 

2,982 
3,146 
3,299 

91,599.68 
1,581.10 
1,621   06 

[1915 
|l916 

[1917 

7,689,500 
7,990,033 
8,385,100 

.    10,302 
10,684 
11,064 

746.40 
747.85 
757 .  87 

[1915 
|l916 
[1917 

4,446,100 
4,481,075 
4,468,675 

8,086 
8,157 

8,358 

549.85 
549.35 
534.66 

[1915 
]l916 
11917 

12,039,039 
12,527,687 
14,116,107 

23,708 
24,227 
25,560 

507.80 
517.09 
552  27 

[1915 

|l916 

-  [1917 

1,192,800 
1,206,184 
1,212,200 

901 
901 
924 

1,323.86 
1,338.71 
1,311.91 

[1915 
:  ]  1916 
:  Il917 

V 

5,046,200 
5,147,550 
5,174,825 

5,669 
5,669 
5,706 

890  13 
908.01 
906  91 

[1915 
h916 
[1917 

22,615,860 
23,643,340 
24,521,340 

26,940 
28,375 
28,914 

839.48 
833.24 

848.08 

[1915 
|l916 
[1917 

9,943,467 
10,111,846 
10,111,274 

9,929 

9,986 

10,139 

1,001.45 

1,012.60 

997.26 

[1915 
1  1916 
[1917 

2,985,500 
3,023,550 
3,028,500 

3,604 
3,650 
3,690 

828.38 
828.37 
820.73 

[1915 

]  1916 

1917 

14,882,842 
15,656,680 
16,420,139 

18,584 
19,236 
19,650 

800.84 
813.92 
835  63 

^tata  Cenaua  figurei  for  1915. 
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TABLE  IX.—Continued. 

Peh  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1915,  1916  and  1917. 


Towk  or  City. 


Exeter. 


Foster. 


Glocester 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown 


Johnston 


Unooln. 


Little  Compton 


Middletown 


Narraganaett 


1915 
1916 
1917 

1915 
<  1916 
[l917 

1915 
-  1916 
[l917 


[1915 
{l916 
[1917 

[1916 
I  1916 
[l917 


1915 
1916 
1917 

1915 
1916 
1917 

fl915 
1916 
1917 

fl915 
1916 
1917 

1915 
1916 
1917 


Valuation. 


$545,805 
551,480 
550,015 

600,3  li2 
635,677 
642,540 

1,182,009 
1,157,590 
1,184,931 

1,486,534 
1,904,125 
1,958,375 

3,215,412 
3,313,132 
3,412,952 

3,644,715 
3,819,998 
4,250,400 

5,826,580 
6,047,871 
6,129,592 

2,210,086 
2,285,811 
2,475,498 

3,456,600 
3,494,950 
3,623,125 

4,170,047 
4,212,840 
4,304,504 


*Population 
(Estimated). 

Per  CapiU 

Valuation. 

904 
919 
926 

$603.76 
600.08 
593.97 

1,076 
1,076 
1,092 

557.91 
590.77 

588.41 

1,491 
1,491 
1,511 

792.76 
776.38 
784.20 

2,496 
2,500 
2,516 

595.66 
761.65 
778.37 

1,518 
1,538 
1,560 

2,118.18 
2,154.18 
2,187.79 

6,693 
7,007 
7,121 

544.56 
545.16 

596.88 

10,149 
10,250 
10,392 

574 . 10 
690.03 

589.84 

1,382 
1,398 
1,418 

1,599.19 
1,635.05 
1,745.76 

1,992 
2^043 
2,072 

1,735.20 
1,710.69 
1,748.61 

1,431 
1,431 

1,449 

2,914.07 
2,943.98 
2,970.67 

*8tate  Canraa  figurM  for  1915. 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Pbr  Capita  Assbssbd  Valuation  of  thb  Statb,  Citibb  and  Towns  fob 

Ybars  1915,  1916  and  1917. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Year. 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


Richmond 


Scituate 


1915 
1916 
1917 

1915 
1916 
[1917 

[1915 
h916 
[l917 

[1915 
I  1916 

[l917 


1915 
1916 
1917 


[1915 
]l916 
[l917 


1915 
1916 
1917 


[1915 
I  1916 
[l917 


1915 
1916 
1917 

1915 
1916 
1917 


ValuaMon. 


964,921,500 
65,992,800 
67,929,500 

1,031,800 
1,101,350 
1,067,150 

4,883,295 
4,915,810 
5,074,080 

5,039,640 
5,173,850 
5,325,535 

2,708,677 
2,810,410 
3,086,665 

56,592,226 
60,540,946 
67,046,453 

3,983,475 
4,020,475 
4,026,525 

349,120,900 
363,146,280 
388,549,240 

1,369,375 
1,551,920 
1,616,535 

3,008,845 
3,109,420 
3,929,400 


^Population 
(EBtimated). 


30,472 
31,130 
31,658 

1,414 
1,429 
1,446 

3,931 
3,931 
3,986 

6,780 
7,306 
7,397 

2,805 
,2,839 
2,868 

55,335 
56,846 
59,725 

2,678 
2,712 
2,751 

247,660 
253,752 
259,464 

1,458 
1,461 

1,468 

3,342 
3,356 
3,369 


Per  Capita 
Valnation. 


12,130.52 
2,119.91 
2,145.73 

729.70 
770.71 
738  02 

1,242.25 
1,250.52 
1,272.98 

743.30 
708.16 
719.96 

965.66 

989.92 

1,076.24 

1,022.68 
1,064.99 
1,122.58 

1,487.48 
1,482.47 
1,463.66 

1,409.67 
1,431.10 
1,497.51 

939.21 
1,062.23 
1,101.18 

900.31 

926.52 

1,166.34 


*State  Census  figures  for  1915. 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Pkr  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  roR  the 

Years  1915,  1916  and  1917. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Year. 


[1916 
1 1916 
[l917 

[1916 
h916 

[l917 


Warren 


Warwick, 


!   < 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick. 


1916 
1916 
1917 

1915 
1916 
1917 

1915 
1916 
1917 


Westerly. 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


fl915 
1916 
1917 


[1916 
h916 
[1917 


1915 
1916 
1917 


I 


Valuation. 


^Population 
(Estimated). 


$2,067,463 
2,982,334 
3,304,160 

7,134,965 
7,266,980 
7,318,785 

4,595,175 
4,519,066 
4,590,034 

7,067,450 
7,145,655 
7,328,550 

18,076,875 
18,542,340 
18,673,365 

356,100 
356,200 
359,675 

10,652,015 
10,715,375 
10,973,621 

10,398,650 
11,764,150 
11,674,800 

31,625,200 
32,369,475 
36,155,625 

696,572,284 
724,210,330 
769,347,665 


3,284 
3,431 
3,486 

6,497 
6,525 
5,653 

4,409 
4,667 
4,672 

7,241 
7,460 
7,660 

13,302 
13,410 
13,518 

509 
512 
612 

15,782 
15,927 
16,072 

10,175 
10,392 
10,523 

40,075 
41,052 
42,649 

695,986 
610,712 
626,038 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$626.61 
869.23 
947.84 

1,297.97 
1,315.29 
1,317.99 

1,042.22 
989.60 
982.46 

976.03 
959.14 
966.73 

1,358.88 
1,382.72 
1,381.37 

699.60 
695.70 
702.49 

674.94 
672.78 
682.78 

1,021.98 
1,132.03 
1,109.46 

789 . 15 
788.49 
849.74 

1,168.77 
1,186.84 
1,228.91 


*8tate  Cansua  figures  for  1915. 
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[Public  Laws,  Chapter  769.] 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissionerB  shall  report  to  the  governor  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in  each  year  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith 
present  such  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shaU  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each 
city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with 
the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from 
taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  reconmiendations  for  the  better 
assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or 
advisable. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


To  His  Excellency,  R.  Livingston  Beeckman,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of 
the  Public  Laws,  approved  February  15th,  1912,  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  seventh  annual  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
JEREMLVH  P.  MAHONEY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
Pbovidence,  R.  I.|  Jan.  15,  1919. 


REPORT 


Chapter  769  of  the  Public  Laws,  officially  designated  as  The  Tax 
Act  of  1912,  Section  7,  requires  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  January 
in  each  year,  for  presentation  to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  pro- 
vided in  the  section  referred  to  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the 
amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and 
individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified 
accoiding  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid; 
ihe  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated 
fonn,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of 
taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  dty  and  town  exempt 
from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommenda- 
tions for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said 
board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  same  general  classification  and  treatment  of  statistical  data 
which  has  been  maintained  for  several  yedrs  is  followed  in  this  report. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  state  are  classified  under  the  follow- 
ing headings: 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accoimts  in  Savings  Banks, 

State  Banks  and  iVust  Companies. 
Tax  on  Premiimis  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 
Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitiu-es. 
Corporation  Charters. 
Public  Service  Corporations. 
Bank  Shares. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 
Inheritance  Tax. 


6  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  C01CICISSI0KBR8. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

Rent  of  Oyster  Grounds. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

Automobiles. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  years 
from  1898  to  1918,  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the 
total  revenue,  are  set  forth  in  Table  I. 

The  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  1918  by  corporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid,  is 
shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amount  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fixed, 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III,  IV,  V, 
and  V-a. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  exemptions,  total  prop- 
erty assessed,  and  the  State  tax  for  each  city  and  town,  are  set  forth 
in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
by  cities  and  towns  is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chapt^ 
769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  .56  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  is 
set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  the  property  exempt,  in  four  separate  columns, 
namely,  land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible  personal  prop- 

*Uiider  the  heading  "  MiBoellaneous"  are  ooLleoted  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  and 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School,  State 
Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and,  in 
general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations.  The  amounts  appearing 
under  this  heading  show  a  material  reduction  when  compared  with  previous  reports,  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  revenue  received  by  the  State  Board  of  Public  Roads  is  listed  undw  a  separate  heading 
"Automobiles."  These  items  are  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and 
not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  Uie  several 
departments  and  require  no  consideration  by  this  Board. 
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erty,  and  intangible  personal  property,  and  the  total  amount 
of  property  exempt,  state  and  local,  in  each  class,  is  set  forth 
in  Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  for  the  years  1916, 1917  and  1918  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the 
enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  tax  rate  for  the 
years  1911  and  1918,  are  set  forth  in  Tables  X  and  X-a. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease  for  each  year,  1912-1918, 
are  set  forth  in  Table  XI. 

A  summary  of  the  ratable  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years  1914- 
1918,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Biennial  R^xirt. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  is  of  the  opinion  that  Section  7 
of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  should  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  a 
biennial  instead  of  an  annual  report,  and  that  it  should  be  further 
amended  so  as  to  make  February  1st  the  date  for  filing  the  report 
instead  of  January  15th. 

It  is  impossible,  under  present  conditions,  to  have  all  of  the  statis- 
tical material  specified  compiled  and  analyzed  in  time  to  be  included 
in  the  rexx>rt.  It  is  also  impossible  to  compile  and  properly  analyze 
the  data  relating  to  the  inheritance  tax  between  the  first  and 
fifteenth  day  of  Janaury. 

The  publication  of  a  report  annually,  containing  the  large  amount 
of  tabulated  statistics  required  by  Section  7,  appears  to  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  to  be  an  unnecessary  expense.  The  statistical 
material  is  compiled  immediately  upon  its  receipt  from  the  several 
cities  and  towns,  and  is  available  within  a  few  days  after  the  assess- 
ment  rolls  are  delivered  to  the  Board.  This  material  is  of  imdoubted 
value  for  purposes  of  comparison  and  in  determining  some  of  the 
effects  of  our  tax  laws,  but  it  does  not  appear  necessary  to  publish 
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annually  this  mass  of  detailed  infonhation;  every  useful  purpose 
would  seem  to  be  served  by  a  biennial  report. 

State  Tax. 

The  receipts  from  the  direct  State  tax  in  1918  were  1672,671.74,  or 
14.09%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State.  There  was  levied  and 
assessed  an  additional  tax  upon  the  same  base  at  the  rate  of  three 
cents  on  each  $100.00.  The  revenue  derived  from  the  imposition 
of  this  special  tax,  $221,404.48  was  for  the  reconstruction,  repair  and 
maintenance  of  State  highways. 

The  total  receipts  from  the  State  taxes  upon  the  property  of  the 
several  cities  and  towns  were  $894,076.22  or  18.74%  of  the  total 
revenue  of  the  State,  showing  a  sli^t  decrease  from  1917.  The 
amount  assessed,  however,  shows  a  moderate  gain. 

Local  Valuations. 

Five  municipalities  show  a  falling  off  in  the  assessed  value  of  land; 
in  but  one  case,  however,  does  it  amount  to  more  than  1%.  The 
exception  is  Scituate,  where  the  decrease  was  $43,625.00  or  5 .  36%. 
This  decrease  is  readily  accoimted  for  by  the  readjustment  made 
necessary  by  the  taking  over  of  large  tracts  of  land  by  the  city  of 
Providence  for  a  storage  reservoir.  In  the  other  cases  the  decreases 
are  accounted  for  by  increases  in  property  exempted  by  local  au- 
thority, the  cutting  of  lumber  or  wood  which  has  been  greatly 
accelerated  by  the  recent  high  prices,  the  accidental  destruction  of 
buildings  not  replaced  and  deemed  to  have  reduced  the  value  of  the 
land,  and  in  one  case  to  corrections  made  in  the  records. 

The  total  net  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  land  is  $4,360,- 
248.00  or  2.23%.  The  increase  in  1917  was  6.23%  and  the  average 
for  the  five  years  1912-17  was  2.46%. 

Six  municipalities  show  a  falling  off  in  the  assessed  valuation  of 
buildings  and  improvements.  The  decreases  are  small  and  un- 
important except  in  the  case  of  Scituate,  and  the  explanation  in  this 
case  is  the  same  as  for  the  decrease  in  the  assessed  value  of  land. 
In  three  of  the  six  municipalities  showing  a  decrease,  the  falling  off 
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in  valuation  is  attributed  in  whole  or  in  part  to  destruction  by  fire. 
The  net  increase  in  the  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements  is 
$6,911,701.00  or  2.28%. 

Six  municipalities  show  a  decrease  in  the  assessed  valuation  of 
tangible  personal  property.  The  total  net  increase,  $16,486,345.00 
or  13.22%  is  very  substantial  and  appears  to  be  well  distributed. 
East  Providence  shows  an  increase  of  23.17%,  Richmond  27.75%, 
Middletown  26.35%,  Barrington  24.11%,  Cranston  27.76%,  Provi- 
dence 12.30%,  Newport  16.35%,  and  Smithfield  leads  the  list  with 
70.13%.  The  greatest  relative  decrease  is  shown  by  North  Kings- 
town, 11.43%,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  removal  from  the  juris- 
diction of  a  yacht.    The  other  decreases  are  readily  accounted  for. 

The  net  increase  in  1917  was  12.77%,  and  the  average  for  the  five 
years,  1912-17,  was  5.52%. 

Fourteen  municipalities  show  a  falling  off  in  the  assessed  valuation 
of  intan^bles,  and  mx  show  a  gain  of  less  than  1%.  BurrillviUe 
shows  the  remarkable  increase  of  270.53%. 

The  total  net  increase,  $3,627,429.00  or  2.49%,  is  very  small,  much 
less  both  in  amount  and  percentage  than  it  was  in  1917,  or  than  the 
average  for  the  five-year  period  1912-17.  The  increase  in  1917  was 
7.5%  and  the  average  increase  for  the  five-year  period  10.16%. 

Five  of  the  fourteen  towns  showing  a  decrease  for  1918  also  show  a 
decrease  for  the  five-year  period,  1912-17. 

It  was  to  be  expected,  because  of  the  large  amount  of  exempt 
government  securities  recently  acquired  by  the  general  public,  that 
both  the  amount  and  rate  of  increase  would  show  some  falling  off 
throughout  the  State.  In  one  town  the  continued  falling  off  in  the 
assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  is  accounted  for  by  the  change  in 
residence  of  the  owners  of  large  amounts  of  intangibles.  Previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  these  taxpayers  were  attracted 
by  the  comparatively  low  tax  rate,  and  maintained  residence  in  the 
town  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  it.  Under  the  new 
law  there  was  no  advantage  to  be  gained  by  a  change  of  residence  or 
nuuntaining  one  in  any  particular  town  or  city,  and  this  practice  has, 
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therefore,  been  abandoned  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  some  of  the 
smaller  towns  where  the  population  is  not  dense,  there  is  unquestion- 
ably a  more  or  less  steady  flow  of  intangible  property  from  the 
jurisdiction  due  to  the  distribution  of  this  class  of  property  from 
estates  to  non-residents.  This  accounts  only  in  part  for  the  situa- 
tion. The  other  reasons  have  been  repeatedly  set  forth  in  previous 
reports  and  do  not  require  repetition  at  tins  time. 

Total  Property  Assessed. 

The  net  increase  in  the  total  property  assessed  is  $31,495,598.00  or 
4.09%  and  compares,  under  the  circumstances,  favorably  with  1917 
and  the  average  for  the  period  1912-17. 

State  Tax  on  CoqHiratioiis. 

The  State  tax  on  the  corporate  excess  of  manufacturing,  mercantile 
and  miscellaneous  corporations  shows  a  substantial  gain  over  1917. 
The  number  of  returns  filed  increased  108,  and  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  corporations  assessed  of  138.  The  assessed  valua- 
tion of  the  corporate  excess  increased  from  $203,691,575.26  in  1917 
to  $249,441,339.55  in  1918,  indicating  a  gain  of  $45,749,764.29.  The 
increase  for  1918  is  $4,796,247.10  less  than  the  increase  for  1917,  but 
this  should  not  be  interpreted  as  meaning  a  falling  off  in  business 
activity  or  declining  values;  it  is  due  entirely  to  the  deductions  allowed 
by  law  for  United  States  bonds,  the  holdings  of  which  substantially 
increased  during  the  year.  Eliminating  the  increase  in  the  deduc- 
tions for  these  securities,  the  rate  of  increase  shown  in  1917  would 
have  been  exceeded  in  1918. 

The  actual  gain  in  taxable  corporate  excess  for  the  year  is  very 
substantial  and  is  ahnost  exactly  equal  to  the  increase  in  the  assessed 
valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements  for  the  whole  State  for  the 
five  years  1912-17. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  in  considering  this  source  of 
State  revenue  that  a  return  to  pre-war  conditions  will  be  accom- 
panied by  a  falling  off  in  the  revenue  even  more  marked  and  rapid 
than  the  increase  has  been. 
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Section  9  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  requires  a  return  to  be  filed  with 
the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  by  all  corporations  doing  business 
for  profit  within  the  State,  except  trust  companies^  banks,  savingly 
banks,  public  service  corporations,  and  insurance  companies;  setting 
forth  certain  information  regarding  the  value  and  location  of  property 
owned,  the  financial  condition,  nature  and  extent  of  the  business 
transacted  and  in  general  such  infonnation  as  the  Board  may  reason- 
ably  require  to  properly  determine  the  corporate  excess. 

The  infonnation  contained  in  these  returns,  and  all  other  infor* 
mation  obtained  from  any  corporation,  its  officers  or  employees 
either  by  examination  of  its  books  or  otherwise  is  confidential,  an4 
may  not  be  disclosed  to  anyone  not  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
Board,  except  in  proceedings  involving  the  validity  or  proper  amount 
of  an  assessment. 

More  than  15,000  such  returns  are  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Board  and  as  this  number  increases  by  more  than  2,000  each  year, 
the  question  of  providing  suitable  storage  is  one  of  considerable 
difficulty.  A  large  number  of  these  returns  are  now  useless,  but 
there  is  no  provision  in  the  law  either  for  their  destruction  or  other 
suitable  disposition  of  them,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that 
it  should  be  given  authority,  in  its  discretion,  to  destroy  all  returns 
more  than  three  years  old  made  by  corporations  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  Board  in  determining  their  corporate  excess. 

Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations. 

The  Public  Service  corporations  which  are  assessed  upon  their 
gross  receipts  show  very  moderate  increases  except  in  one  case,  which 
shows  a  decrease  of  approximately  $200.00.  The  total  increase  in 
revenue  from  this  source  over  1917  is  $24,093.84. 

Tax  on  Bank  Sliares. 

The  tax  upon  bank  and  trust  company  shares  continues  to  show 
progressively  bad  results;  the  returns  from  this  tax  were  approxi- 
mately one  half  what  they  were  in  1917. 
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The  revenue  derived  from  this  source,  less  than  $9,000.00,  is  en- 
tirely inadequate  and  the  distribution  of  the  tax  is  unjust.  The 
amount  of  the  tax  is  dependent  more  upon  the  nature  of  the  business 
transacted  than  upon  the  amount  of  capital  employed,  therefore,  a 
small  bank  with  slender  resources  frequently  is  assessed  a  heavier 
tax  than  one  with  ten  or  twenty  times  its  capital.  The  law  imposing 
this  tax  should  either  be  repealed  or  amended  so  that  it  will  produce 
an  amount  of  revenue  comparable  to  that  derived  from  other  invested . 
capital,  and  also  to  bring  about  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  the 
tax  burden. 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax. 

• 

There  has  been  a  gradual  and  consistent  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
returns  filed  by  the  corporations  liable  to  the  franchise  and  minimum 
tax,  but  an  increase  in  the  number  of  those  assessed.  The  amount 
of  revenue  collected  from  this  source  in  liBlS  was  $17,744.33.  The 
law  under  which  this  tax  is  assessed  provides  that  after  failure  for 
three  years  to  make  the  necessary  returns  or  failure  to  pay  the  tax, 
the  charters  of  the  corporations  so  failing  are  to  be  dissolved. 

A  list  of  2,048  corporations  delinquent  under  the  act  was  furnished 

the  Attorney  General  and  substantially  all  of  the  charters  will  be 

dissolved  and  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Tax 

Department  will  be  relieved  to  that  extent. 

A  comparative  table  for  1917  and  1918  follows: — 

1917.  1918. 

Number  of  franchlBe  taxes  assessed 2,561  2,773 

Number  of  franchise  taxes  assessed  on  corpora- 
tions filing  returns 536  511 

Number  of  corporations  paying  part  franchise 
and  part  corporate  excess  taxes 131  129 

Amount  of  franchise  taxes  assessed $97,648 .  12  $98,638.67 

Amount  of  franchise  taxes  assessed  against 
corporations  paying  part  franchise  and  part 
corporate  excess  taxes $2,298.45  $2,926.41 

Total  authorized  capital  stock  of  corporations 
against  which  franchise  taxes  alone  were 
assessed $375,868,400.00    $379,735,410.00 

Amount  of  franchise  taxes  paid $17,864.12  $17,744.33 
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Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  Nati<Mial  Banks. 

The  operation  of  this  law  continues  to  be  satisfactoryi  and  no 
difficulties  in  administering  the  law  have  developed.  A  very  slight 
increase,  approximately  $600,  over  last  year  is  shown.  The  amount 
of  revenue  derived  from  this  source  was  $26,339.34  and  the  amount 
of  deposits  taxed  was  $6,584,834.75. 

The  Inheritance  Tax. 

The  administration  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916  has  devel- 
oped no  serious  difficulties.  The  returns  for  the  year  were  substantial 
and  indicate,  in  connection  with  those  of  the  two  preceding  years, 
that  no  unduly  violent  fluctuations  are  likely  to  occur. 

Experience  in  the  administration  of  the  law  indicates  the  desira- 
bility of  a  few  minor  amendments  to  make  clear  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  certain  passages. 

Some  difficulty  is  experienced  by  the  Board  in  ascertaining  the 
amount  and  location  of  the  bank  deposits  of  resident  decedents;  the 
nature  and  extent  of  property  deposited  in  safe  deposit  vaults,  or  in 
the  hands  of  trustees;  and  also  information  regarding  the  transfer  of 
stocks  belonging  to  such  decedents  in  certain  corporations,  im- 
incorporated  associations,  joint  stock  companies  and  business  trusts. 
The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  recommends  the  correction  of 
these  defects  in  the  law,  and  respectfully  submits  the  following  draft 
of  an  Act  which  is  designed  to  accomplish  the  results  desired: 

It  is  enacted  hy  the  General  Assembly  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Section  3  of  Chapter  1339  of  the  Public  Laws,  passed  at  the 
January  session,  A.  D.  1916|  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  3.  The  tax  imposed  by  Section  1  of  this  act  shall  be  assessed  upon  the 
M  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  net  estate  determined  by  the  board  of  tax  commis- 
sicHiers  as  hereinbefore  provided  and  notice  of  the  amount  of  said  tax  shall  be 
mailed  to  the  executor,  admmistrator,  or  trustee  by  said  board,  but  failure  to 
Rcdve  said  notice  shall  not  excuse  the  non-payment  of  or  invalidate  said  tax. 
The  board  of  tax  conmussioners  shall  certify  the  amoimt  of  such  tax  to  the  general 
treasurer,  who  shall  receive  and  collect  the  taxes  so  assessed  in  the  same  manner 
and  with  the  same  powers  as  are  prescribed  for  and  given  to  the  collectors  of  taxes 
by  Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws  and  by  any  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in 
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addition  thereto.  Such  tax  shall  be  due  and  payable  by  the  executor,  adnuni»- 
trator,  or  trustee  of  the  estate  immediately  upon  notification  of  the  amount 
thereof,  and  if  not  paid  within  thirty  days  thereafter  shall  bear  interest  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date  of  such  notification :  Provided^ 
however y  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  postpone  the  charging 
of  said  interest  for  a  greater  period  than  fifteen  months  from  the  date  the  first 
appointed  executor  or  administrator  shall  file  his  bond,  or  fifteen  months  from  the 
date  of  death  of  a  decedent  in  case  letters  testamentary  are  not  issued.  Said  tax 
shall  be  paid  direct  to  the  general  treasurer  of  the  state  for  the  use  of  the  state, 
and  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the  estate  imtil  the  same  shall  be  paid,  and 
the  executors,  administrators,  or  trustees  shall  be  personally  liable  for  such  tax 
until  the  same  is  paid.  An  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee  may  deposit  with 
the  general  treasurer  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  tax 
commissioners  to  pay  the  tax  which  may  become  due  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  1  of  this  act,  and  when  said  tax  has  been  determined  and  certified  as 
aforesaid  the  general  treasurer  shall  repMiy  to  said  executor,  administrator,  or 
trustee  any  excess  of  the  amoimt  deposited  over  the  tax  certified,  and  the  li^i 
upon  the  estate  hereinbefore  imposed  shall  be  discharged  by  the  acceptance  of 
said  deposit.'' 

Sec.  2.  Sub-section  (2)  of  Section  5  of  said  Chapter  1339  of  the  Public  Laws 
is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"  (2)  When  the  transfer  is  made  by  deed,  grant,  bargain,  sale  or  gift,  without 
valuable  and  adequate  consideration,  and  in  contemplation  of  the  death  of  the 
grantor,  vendor  or  donor,  or  intended  to  take  effect  in  possession  or  enjoyment 
at  or  after  such  death.  Such  tax  shall  be  imposed  when  any  such  person  becomes 
beneficially  entitled,  in  possession  or  e3q>ectancy,  to  any  property,  or  interest 
therein,  or  the  income  therefrom  by  any  such  transfer,  whether  made  before  or 
after  the  passage  of  this  act.  Any  transfer  of  property  made  by  a  decedent 
within  two  years  prior  to  his  death  without  such  a  consideration,  shaU,  unless 
shown  to  the  contrary,  be  deemed  to  have  been  made  in  contemplation  of  death 
within  the  meaning  of  this  article." 

Sec.  3.  Section  10  of  said  Chapter  1339  of  the  Public  Laws  is  hereby  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  10.  All  taxes  imposed  by  Section  5  of  this  act,  unless  otherwise  herein 
provided,  shall  be  due  and  payable  six  months  after  the  first  appointed  executor 
or  administrator  liable  therefor  shall  file  his  bond,  or  six  months  after  the  date  of 
death  of  a  decedent  in  case  letters  testamentary  are  not  issued,  and  if  paid  within 
said  period  a  discount  of  four  per  centum  shall  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom. 
If  such  tax  is  not  paid  within  nine  months  from  the  accrual  thereof,  interest  shall 
be  charged  and  collected  thereon  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum  from 
the  time  the  tax  accrues,  unless  by  reason  of  claims  made  upon  the  estate,  nec- 
essary litigation,  or  other  unavoidable  cause  of  delay  such  tax  cannot  be  deter- 
mined and  paid  as  herein  provided,  in  which  case  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
centum  per  anniun  shall  be  charged  upon  such  tax  from  the  accrual  thereof  until 
the  cause  of  such  delay  is  removed,  after  which  eight  per  centum  per  annum  shall 
be  charged:  Provided,  that  litigation  to  defeat  the  payment  of  such  tax  shall 
not  be  considered  necessary  litigation.  The  tax  imposed  on  a  transfer  described 
in  paragraph  (4)  of  Section  5  of  this  act  shall  be  due  and  payable  by  the  trustee 
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when  the  amount  thereof  is  certified  by  the  board  of  tax  oommissicmers  to  the 
general  treasurer^  and  if  paid  within  thirty  days  thereafter  a  discount  of  four  per 
centum  shall  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom,  but  if  not  paid  within  said 
thirty  days  interest  shall  be  charged  and  collected  thereon  at  the  rate  of  eight 
per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date  such  tax  is  certified  as  aforesaid  until  it  is 
paid:  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  postpone 
the  charging  of  said  interest  for  a  greater  period  than  fifteen  months  from  the 
date  of  death  of  the  creator  of  the  trust  as  aforesaid/' 

Sbc.  4.    Section  15  of  said  Chapter  1339  of  the  Public  Laws  is  hereby  amended 
80  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sbc.  15.  When  property  is  transferred  or  limited,  in  trust  or  otherwise,  and 
the  rights,  interests,  or  estates  of  the  transferees  or  beneficiaries  are  dependent 
upon  contingencies  or  conditions  whereby  they  may  be  wholly  or  in  part  created, 
defeated,  extended  or  abridged,  a  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  such  transfer  at  the 
lowest  rate  which  on  the  happening  of  any  said  contingencies  or  conditions  would 
be  possible  imder  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  such  tax  so  imposed  shall  be  due 
and  payable  forthwith  by  the  executors  or  trustees  out  of  the  property  transferred 
or  limited  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  however,  that  on  the  happening  of  any  con- 
tingency or  condition  whereby  said  property  or  any  part  thereof  is  transferred  to  a 
person  who  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  is  required  to  pay  a  tax  at  a  higher 
rate  than  the  tax  imposed,  then  such  transferee  shall  pay  the  difference  between 
the  tax  imposed  and  the  tax  at  the  higher  rate,  and  the  amount  of  such  increased 
tax  shall  be  enforced  and  collected  as  provided  in  this  act.  A  contingency  or 
condition  whereby  property  may  eventually  pass  to  a  corporation,  association,  or 
institution,  or  for  public  purposes,  as  provided  in  Clause  (1)  of  Section  9  of  this 
act,  shall  not  be  considered  in  applying  the  provisions  of  this  section  as  regards 
the  lowest  rate.  The  exemption  allowed  in  this  section  in  computing  the  tax 
upon  an  interest,  in  possession,  enjoyment  or  expectancy  passing  to  ascertained 
or  unascertained  transferees  or  b^ieficiaries,  or  passing  to  transferees  or  bene- 
ficiaries ascertained  in  part  only  shall  be  considered  a  class  exemption  and  shall 
consist  of  but  one  exemption  of  $25,000  or  $1,000,  respectively,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  wife  and  minor  children  of  a  decedent  when  an  exemption  of  $25,000  to 
each  shall  be  allowed;  said  class  exemption  of  $25,000  or  $1,000  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  be  apportioned  between  said  transferees  or  beneficiaries  in  such  propor- 
tion as  the  total  value  of  their  respective  shares  in  the  whole  estate  bears  to  the 
total  value  or  corpus  of  the  property  so  limited." 

Sec.  5.  Section  27  of  said  Chapter  1339  of  the  Public  Laws  is  hereby  amended 
80  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  27.  No  banking  association  organised  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  located  within  this  state,  no  corporation  incorporated  within  this 
state,  and  no  unincorporated  association  or  joint  stock  company  or  business  trust, 
having  certificates  representing  shares  of  stock  and  carrying  on  businesei  in  this 
state,  shall  record  a  transfer  of  its  stock  made  by  any  executor,  administrator,  or 
trustee,  or  issue  a  new  certificate  for  any  such  share  of  its  stock  at  the  instance 
of  any  executor,  administrator,  or  trustee,  or  transfer  any  registered  bond  or  other 
registered  evidence  of  indebtedness  at  the  instance  of  any  executor,  adminis- 
trator or  trustee,  imtil  a  permit  authoriiing  such  transfer  has  been  issued  by  the 
board  of  tax  commissioners,  and  filed  with  the  said  corporation,  association,  com- 
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pany  or  trust.  Any  such  corporation,  association,  company  or  trust  making 
such  a  transfer  before  a  permit  authorising  such  transfer  as  aforesaid  has  been 
issued  shall  be  liable  for  the  amount  of  any  tax  which  may  be  assessed  on  account 
of  the  bequest  or  gift  of  such  stock,  bond  or  other  evidence  of  indebtedness, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon,  to  be  collected  in  an  action  to  be  brou^^t  in 
the  name  of  the  general  treasurer.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  not  issue 
such  a  permit  imtil  all  taxes  imposed  on  account  of  such  bequest  or  gift  have 
been  paid,  or  the  payment  thereof  secured  by  bond  or  deposit  as  hereinbefore 
provided.  Any  bank,  banking  association  or  trust  company,  making  payment 
of  any  deposit  or  deUvering  any  security  or  securities,  or  other  assets,  belonging 
to  or  standing  in  the  name  of  a  resident  decedent,  or  belonging  to  or  standing  in 
the  joint  names  of  such  a  decedent  and  one  or  more  other  persons,  to  the  executors, 
administrators  or  l^al  representatives  of  such  decedent,  or  to  the  survivor  or 
survivors  when  held  in  the  joint  names  of  a  decedent  and  one  or  more  other 
persons,  shall  upon  order  or  request  from  the  board  of  tax  commissioners  furnish 
to  said  board  of  tax  commissioners  a  copy  of  the  record  of  such  payment  or 
delivery,  or  permit  such  board  of  tax  commissioners,  or  its  duly  authorised  agent, 
to  inspect  such  record. 

Sec.  6.  No  safe  deposit  company  and  no  person  or  persons  having  in  posses- 
sion or  imder  control  securities,  deposits  or  other  assets  belonging  to  or  standing 
in  the  name  of  a  resident  decedent,  or  belonging  to  or  standing  in  the  names  of 
such  a  decedent  and  one  or  more  other  persons,  shall  permit  the  removal  of  the 
same  or  any  part  thereof,  or  the  opening  of  any  safe  deposit  box  or  vault  leased  to 
any  such  decedent,  or  to  such  decedent  and  one  or  more  other  persons,  by  the 
executors,  administrators  or  legal  representatives  of  such  decedent,  or  by  the 
survivor  or  survivors  when  held  or  leased  in  the  names  of  a  decedent  and  one  or 
more  other  persons  unless  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  intended  removal 
or  opening  shall  be  given  to  the  board  of  tax  commissioners  at  least  five  days 
prior  thereto,  and  until  permission  in  writing  authorising  such  removal  shall  have 
been  given  by  such  board  of  tax  commissioners;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said 
board,  either  by  one  of  its  members  or  by  its  duly  authorised  representative,  to 
examine  said  securities,  deposit  and  assets,  at  the  time  of  such  removal,  but 
nothing  hereiabefore  contained  shall  prevent  any  safe  deposit  company  or  such 
other  person  or  persons  from  investigating  such  securities,  deposits  and  other 
assets,  and  removing  any  instrument  purporting  to  be  a  last  will  and  testament 
or  codicils  thereto. 

Sec.  7.  Any  corporation,  association,  company,  trust  or  person  violating  the 
provisions  of  Section  27  of  said  Chapter  1339,  as  hereinbefore  amended,  or  of 
Section  6  hereof,  shall  be  liable  for  the  amount  of  any  tax  which  may  be  assessed 
on  account  of  the  bequest,  gift  or  transfer  of  any  securities,  deposits  or  assets  paid 
out  by  any  such  bank,  banking  institution  or  trust  company,  or  permitted  by  any 
safe  deposit  company,  or  other  person  or  persons  having  the  possession  or  control 
thereof,'  to  be  removed,  and  shall  in  addition  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
$500  nor  more  than  $5,000:  Provided,  however y  that  a  safe  deposit  company 
delivering  or  permitting  the  removal  of  any  securities  or  other  assets,  not  having 
knowledge  of  the  decease  of  any  person  renting  a  safe  deposit  box  or  vault  shall 
not  be  liable  to  the  penalty  hereinbefore  imposed. 

Sec.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 


BEPOBT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX  COMMI88IONBBS.  17 

The  foUowing  table  shows  ux  detail  the  total  number  of  estates 
returning  to  the  Board,  the  total  number  of  estates  upon  which  taxes 
have  been  assessed,  the  total  number  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes 
have  become  due  and  the  total  nimiber  of  estates  upon  which  the 
amount  of  tax  has  not  been  determined,  during  the  year  1918: 

Number  of  estates  making  returns 2,649 

Number  of  estates  upon  which  taxes  have  been  assessed 349 

Nimiber  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes  were  due 1,076 

Nimiber  of  estates  upon  which  amount  of  tax  has  not  been 

determined 1,224 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  property  inventoried, 
the  total  value  of  taxable  estates  assessed,  the  total  value  of  estates 
upon  which  no  taxes  were  due,  and  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon 
net  estates,  for  the  year  1918: 

Value  of  property  inventoried $23,987,343.41 

Value  of  taxable  estates  assessed 18,217,289.82 

Value  of  estates  upon  which  no  taxes 

were  due 1,733,343.28 

Amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  net  estate $91,084.81 

Amount  of  deposits  imder  Sec.  3  (four 

estates) 516. 99 

Amount  of  taxes  assessed  upon  legacies  and  successions: 

$16,136.80 

41,631.36 

19,283.50 

15,000.00 

7,435.56 

65,104.28 

18,408.70 

3,000.00 


At  y^  per  cent. 

(223) 

At  1  per  cent. 

(64) 

At  1}^  per  cent. 

(  6) 

At  2  per  cent. 

(  3) 

At  2J^  per  cent. 

(  3) 

At  3   per  cent. 

(  1) 

At  5  per  cent. 

(139) 

At  6  per  cent. 

(  1) 

440  $186,000 .  19     186.000.19 


Total  amount  of  tax,  including  deposits $277,601 .99 
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Untf orm  Date  for  Assessment 

The  advantages  of  a  uniform  date  for  the  assessment  of  local  taxes 
over  the  present  method  of  leaving  the  selection  of  this  date  to  the 
city  councils  of  the  cities  and  the  taxpayers  of  the  towns  have  long 
been  known  and  appreciated  by  local  assessors.  These  advantages 
are  general  in  scope  and  apply  to  the  State,  the  municipalities  and 
the  taxpayers  alike.  While  there  has  been  complete  agreement  as 
to  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  uniform  date  for  all  cities  and 
towns  by  general  statute,  the  substitution  of  a  particular  date  to 
which  all  local  valuations  throughout  the  State  should  be  referred, 
for  the  existing  method  under  which  assessment  dates  run  from 
March  to  December,  obviously  presented  a  problem  of  no  little 
diflSculty. 

Recurring  discussions  of  this  matter  by  the  local  assessors  have 
enlivened  the  meetings  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association 
frequently  since  its  organization  in  1912.  The  question  apparently 
reached  an  acute  stage  in  1917  when  the  Association  authorized  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  five  to  consider  the  question.  This 
committee  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  several  cities  and  towns, 
and  after  obtaining  the  opinions  of  local  assessors  and  others  con- 
cerned, together  with  a  large  amount  of  data  concerning  existing  dates 
for  assessment,  fiscal  years,  and  financial  town  meetings,  finally 
decided  upon  June  15th  as  the  date  which  appeared  to  be  the  one  as 
of  which  valuations  could  be  taken  throughout  the  State  with  the 
least  inconvenience  arising  from  the  changes  involved,  and  with  the 
maximum  of  advantage. 

A  report  made  by  the  committee  to  the  above  effect  at  the  mid- 
summer zifieeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  on 
August  21st,  1918,  was  unanimously  adopted  after  full  discussion  and 
explanation,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  on  Decem- 
ber 11th  a  draft  of  an  act  for  carrying  the  proposition  into  effect  was 
approved  and  the  committee  instructed  to  secure  its  presentation 
to  the  General  Assembly  and  to  appear  before  the  committees  of  the 
House  and  Senate,  if  necessary,  in  support  thereof. 
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The  draft  for  this  l^slation  as  approved  by  the  Association  is 
inconporated  in  this  report  for  the  information  of  your  Excellency 
and  the  General  Assembly.  It  seeks  to  accomplish  the  purpose 
desired  by  amending  Sections  1,  4  and  6  of  Chapter  58  of  the  Greneral 
Laws,  as  amended  by  Chapter  1211  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1915,  which 
sections  embody  the  forms  of  notice  ordering  the  assessment  and 
giving  notice  of  assessors'  meetings.  It  provides  briefly  that  local 
valuations  for  purposes  of  taxation  shall  be  ^dade  as  of  the  fifteenth 
day  of  June  in  each  year  at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  excepting  that  when 
June  fifteenth  shall  fall  upon  Sunday  valuations  shall  be  made  as  of 
the  sixteenth.  Besides  alterations  in  the  language  in  several  respects 
to  conform  to  this  new  provision  of  law  there  have  been  incorporated 
specific  definitions  of  the  terms,  "date  for  assessment,"  time  of 
assessment"  and  ''date  of  certification,"  said  definitions  being  in 
accord  with  those  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  Matteson  vs, 
Warwick  &  Coventry  Water  Company  (28  R.  I.  570). 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  natuially  has  kept  in  close  touch 
with  this  agitation  for  a  uniform  date  for  assessment  and  with  the 
deliberations  of  the  committee  which  prepared  the  draft  for  the 
proposed  legislation,  and  sees  not  only  no  reason  why  the  change 
contemplated  cannot  be  made  without  serious  disturbance  to  the 
internal  affairs  of  any  municipality,  but  also  many  substantial  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  proposition. 

The  Board  realizes  that  existing  dates  for  financial  town  meetings 
and  fiscal  years  in  many  of  the  towns  may  have  been  regulated  to  a 
consideiable  degree  by  the  time  of  year  customarily  selected  for 
making  the  local  tax  levy,*  but  there  is  no  positive  necessity  for 
changing  the  date  of  the  financial  town  meeting  or  of  the  fiscal  year 
because  of  a  change  in  the  date  to  which  local  assessed  valuations 
are  to  be  referred'.  Neither  does  such  a  change  involve  any  necessity 
for  making  extenidve  rearrangements  in  the  present  routine  followed 
in  receiving  statements,  making  up  the  assessment  rolls,  and  per- 
forming other  duties  incidental  to  the  certification  of  the  assessment 
for  collection,  in  the  great  majority  of  the  towns.    The  particular 
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date,  or  month,  or  season  of  the  year  in  which  assessors  meet  to 
receive  statements  and  in  which  the  assessment  roll  is  made  up  is 
immaterial,  so  long  as  the  valuations  upon  which  the  assessment  is 
based  are  the  valuations  as  they  existed  at  twelve  o'clock  noon  on 
June  15th  next  preceding,  and  so  long  as  the  assessment  is  certified 
for  collection  in  advance  of  the  date  on  which  payment  is  required. 

It  is  possible,  and  even  probable,  that  some  of  the  towns  may  desire 
to  change  the  dates  for  their  financial  town  meetings  and  their  fiscal 
years  by  reason  of  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  date  for  assessment. 
Particularly  might  this  be  so  in  the  case  of  a  town  whose  financial 
town  meeting  happens  to  fall  subsequent  to  June  fifteenth,  or  whose 
fiscal  year  would  not  harmonize  with  the  date  on  which  taxes  would 
or  should  become  payable  under  the  proposed  system.  This  po^i- 
bility  was  anticipated  in  drafting  the  act  by  a  provision  that  it  shall 
take  efifect  from  and  after  January  first,  1921,  which  in  the  event  of 
its  passage  in  1919  will  allow  an  intervening  session  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly  for  the  consideration  of  any  special  municipal  acts  before 
the  uniform  date  of  assessment  will  become  fixed  by  law. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  respectfully  recommends  the 
proposed  legislation  as  provided  for  in  the  draft  of  an  act  prepared 
by  the  committee  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  which 
follows: 

It  is  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  of  1909,  entitled 
"Of  the  Levy  and  Assessment  of  Taxes/'  as  amended  by  Section  1  of  Chapter 
1211  of  the  Public  Laws,  approved  April  22,  A.  D.  1915,  is  hereby  further  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

'^  Section  1.  The  electors  of  any  town,  qualified  to  vote  on  a  proposition  to 
impose  a  tax,  when  legally  assemtiled,  may  levy  a  tax  for  the  purposes  authorised 
by  law,  on  the  ratable  property  of  the  town,  either  in  a  sum  certain,  or  in  a  sum 
not  less  than  a  certain  simi  and  not  more  than  a  certain  sum,  or  in  a  certain  per- 
centage on  the  valuation  of  such  property  to  be  made  by  the  assessors  of  the  town 
as  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  in  each  year  at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  said  date  being 
known  as  the  date  for  assessment  of  town  taxes:  Provided ,  however ^  that  in  any 
year  in  which  said  fifteenth  day  of  June  shall  fall  upon  Sunday  said  valuation 
shall  be  made  as  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  June  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon;  and  may 
order  the  assessment  and  the  collection  of  said  tax  substantially  in  the  following 
form: 
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"  (When  no  rate  is  fixed.) 

*' Resolved f  That  the  electors  of  the  town  of  qualified  to 

vote  on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  (or  in 
case  of  city,  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  ),  on  this 

day  of  A.  D.  19        ,  hereby  order  the  assessment  and  col- 

lection of  a  tax  on  the  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  and 
ratable  intangible  personal  property  (the  tax  on  ratable  intangible  property  to 
be  at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof)  of  a 
sum  not  less  than  dollars,  nor  more  than 

dollars;  said  tax  is  for  ordinary  expenses  and  charges  (and  sinking  funds),  for  the 
payment  of  interest  and  indebtedness  in  whole  or  in  part  of  said  town,  for  the 
payment  of  the  town's  proportion  of  the  state  tax  and  for  other  purposes  author- 
ised by  law.  The  board  of  assessors  shall  assess  and  apportion  said  tax  on  the 
inhabitants  and  ratable  property  of  said  town  as  of  the  day  of 

June,  A.  D.  19  ,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  according  to  law  (the  date  for  assess- 
ment) and  shall,  on  completion  of  said  assessment,  date,  certify  and  sign  the 
same  and  deliver  to  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk  (except 
where,  by  special  act  or  otherwise,  it  is  to  be  certified  and  delivered  to  town  or 
city  tieasurer,  then  to  him)  on  or  before  the  day  of 

A.  D.  19  ,  (the  date  of  certification,  which  date  must  be  subsequent  to  the 
date  for  assessment  and  allow  sufficient  time  for  completing  the  work,  the  time 
between  the  date  for  assessment  and  the  date  of  certification  being  the  time  of 
assessment).  The  town  clerk  on  receipt  of  said  assessment,  shall  forthwith  make 
a  copy  of  the  same  and  deliver  it  to  the  town  treasurer,  who  shall  forthwith  issue 
and  afiix  to  said  copy  a  warrant  under  his  hand,  directed  to  the  collector  of  taxes 
of  said  town,  commanding  him  to  proceed  and  collect  said  tax  of  the  persons  and 
estates  liable  therefor  (unless  by  law  otherwise  provided).  Said  tax  shall  be  due 
and  payable  on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D. 

19        ( or,  on  and  between  the  day  of 

next  and  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19 

next),   and  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  said  day  of 

,  A.  D.  19        (or,  on  said  last  named  day),  shall  carry 
until  collected  a  penalty  at  the  rate  of  per  centum  per 

annum  upon  such  unpaid  tax. 

"  (When  rate  is  fixed.) 

"Resolved,  That  the  electors  of  the  town  of  qualified  to 

vote  on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax,  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  (in 
case  of  dty,  the  city  council  of  ),  on  this 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  hereby  order  the  assessment  and 

collection  of  a  tax  on  the  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  of 

dollars  and  cents  on  each  one  hun- 

dred dollars  of  the  value  thereof,  and  on  ratable  intangible  personal  property  of 
forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof;  said  tax  is  for 
oidinary  expenses  and  charges  (and  sinking  funds),  for  the  payment  of  interest 
and  indebtedness  in  whole  or  in  part  of  said  town,  for  the  payment  of  the  town's 
proportion  of  the  state  tax  and  for  other  purposes  authorized  by  law.  The  board 
of  assessors  shall  assess  and  apportion  said  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  ratable 
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property  of  said  town  as  of  the  day  of  June,  A.  D.  19        , 

at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  according  to  law  (the  date  for  assessment)  and  shall,  on 
completion  of  said  assessment,  date,  certify  and  sign  the  same  and  deliver  to  and 
deposit  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk  (except  where,  by  special  act  or 
otherwise,  it  is  to  be  certified  and  delivered  to  town  or  city  treasurer,  then  to  him) 
on  or  before  the  day  of  A.  D.  19 

(the  date  of  certification,  which  date  must  be  subsequent  to  the  date  for  assess- 
ment and  allow  sufficient  time  for  completing  the  work,  the  time  between  the 
date  for  assessment  and  the  date  of  certification  being  the  time  of  assessment). 
The  town  clerk,  on  receipt  of  said  assessment  shall  forthwith  make  a  copy  of  the 
same  and  deliver  it  to  the  town  treasurer,  who  shall  forthwith  issue  and  affix  to 
s^id  copy  a  warrant  under  his  hand,  directed  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  said  town 
commanding  him  to  proceed  and  collect  said  tax  of  the  persons  and  estates  liable 
therefor  (unless  by  law  otherwise  provided).  Said  tax  shall  be  due  and  pa3rable 
on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19  (or,  on 

and  between  the  day  of  next  and  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  next),  and  all 

taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  said  day  of 

A.  D.  19  ,(or,  on  said  last  named  day)  shall  carry  until  collected  a  penalty  at 
the  rate  of  per  centum  per  annum  upon  such  unpaid  tax." 

Sec.  2.  Section  4  of  said  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  of  1909  is  hereby 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

^'Sec.  4.  Whenever  the  electors  of  any  town  shall  levy  a  tax  as  provided  in 
Section  1  of  this  Chapter  the  assessors  shall  proceed  to  assess  and  apportion  such 
tax  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the  ratable  property  therein  according  to 
law." 

Sec.  3.  Section  6  of  said  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended  by 
Section  2  of  Chapter  1211  of  the  Public  Laws,  approved  April  22,  A.  D.  1915,  is 
hereby  further  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

'^Sec.  6.  Before  assessing  any  tax,  the  assessors  shall  post  up  printed  notices 
of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  in  three  public  places  in  the  town,  for  three 
Weeks  next  preceding  the  time  of  such  meeting,  and  advertise  in  some  newspaper 
published  in  the  town,  if  any  there  be,  for  the  same  space  of  time.  Such  notices 
shall  require  every  person  and  body-corporate  liable  to  taxation  to  bring  in  to  the 
assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  possessed  by 
him  or  it,  describing  and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  such  real  and 
personal  estate,  at  such  time  as  they  may  prescribe.  Such  notices  shall  be  in 
substantially  the  following  form: 

"  (Where  rate  is  fixed.) 

"  Whereas,  The  electors  of  the  town  of  qualified  to  vote 

on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  on  the 

day  of  A.  D.  19 

(or,  if  a  city,  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  , 

by  joint  resolution  approved  on  the  day  of 

A.  D.  19  ),  have  ordered  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  ratable  real  estate  and 
tangible  personal  property  of  said  town  of  dollars  and 

cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof  and 
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ratable  intangible  personal  property  of  said  town  of  forty  cents  on  each  one 
hundred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof,  to  be  assessed  and  apportioned  as  of  the 

day  of  June,  A.  D.  19         at  12  o'clock  noon. 

"  NoWy  therefore^  notice  is  hereby  given  that  in  accordance  with  said  resolution 
and  in  conformity  with  the  law  in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  every  person, 
co-partnership  and  corporation  liable  to  taxation  is  required  to  bring  in  to  the 
assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  possessed  by 
him  or  it,  describing  and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  so  owned  or  possessed. 

''All  persons  who  are  required  to  return  accounts  to  the  assessors  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  exemption  from  taxation  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  law,  including 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  and  their  wives  and  widows,  are 
required  to  render  annually  to  the  assessors  said  account  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  the  exemption  prescribed  by  law. 

"For  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  accounts  the  board  of  assessors  will  be  in 
session  in  their  office  in  the  town  hall  (or  wherever  located)  in  said  town,  daily 
from  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  to 

the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  inclusive, 

Simdays  excepted  (this  time  must  follow  the  date  for  assessment)  from 
o'clock  A,  M.,  until  o'clock  P.  M. 

"General  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Chapter  58,  Section  7. 

"Every  person  bringing  in  any  such  account  shall  make  oath  before  some  one 
of  the  assessors  that  the  account  by  him  exhibited  contains,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  beUef ,  a  true  and  full  accoimt  and  valuation  of  all  the  ratable 
estate  owned  or  possessed  by  him;  and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in 
such  account,  if  overtaxed,  shall  have  no  remedy  therefor. 

"All  ratable  real  and  personal  estate  will  be  taxed  to  the  persons,  co-partner-  ^ 
ships  or  bodies  corporate  who  own  or  hold  the*  same  (or  who  owned  or  held  the 
same)  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  on  said  day  of  June,  A.  D. 

19 

"Executors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trustees  are  hereby  notified  that  all 
the  foregoing  applies  to  them  and  to  trust  estates  as  weU  as  to  other  persons  and 
property. 


Assessors  of  Taxes. 
"Dated 

"(Where  rate  is  not  fixed.) 

"Whereas,  The  electors  of  the  town  of  ,  qualified  to 

vote  on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  on  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  (or,  if  a  city, 

the  city  council  of  the  city  of  by  joint  resolution,  approved 

on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ),  have 

ordered  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  the  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible  personal 
property  and  ratable  intangible  personal  property  (the  tax  on  ratable  intangible 
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penonal  property  to  be  at  the  rate  of  forty  oente  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of 
the  value  thereof)  in  a  sum  not  less  than  dollars  and  not 

more  than  dollars  to  be  assessed  and  apportioned  as  of  the 

day  of  June,  A.  D.  19        ,  at  twelve  o'dock  noon. 

"Now,  iher^ore,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  in  accordance  with  said  resolution 
and  in  conformity  with  the  law  in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  every 
person,  co-partnership  and  corporation  liable  to  taxation  is  required  to  bring  in 
to  the  assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  pos- 
sessed by  him  or  it,  describing  and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  the  real 
and  personal  estate  so  owned  or  possessed. 

"All  persons  who  are  required  to  return  accounts  to  the  assessors  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  exemption  from  taxation  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  law,  including 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  and  their  wives  and  widows,  are 
required  to  render  annually  to  the  assessors  said  account  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  the  exemption  prescribed  by  law. 

"For  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  accounts  the  board  of  assessors  will  be  in 
session  in  their  office  in  the  town  hall  (or  wherever  located)  in  said  town,  daily 
from  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  to 

the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  inclusive, 

Sundays  excepted  (this  time  must  follow  the  date  for  assessment)  from 
o'clock  A.  M.,  until  o'clock  P.  M. 

"General  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Chapter  58,  Section  7. 

"Every  person  bringing  in  any  such  account  shaU  make  oath  before  some  one 
of  the  assessors  that  the  account  by  him  exhibited  contains,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  and  full  account  and  valuation  of  all  the  ratable 
estate  owned  or  possessed  by  him;  and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in 
such  account,  if  overtaxed,  shall  have  no  remedy  therefor. 

"All  ratable  real  and  personal  estate  will  be  taxed  to  the  persons,  co-partner- 
ships or  bodies  corporate  who  own  or  hold  the  same  (or  who  owned  or  held  the 
same)  at  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  said  day  of  June,  A.  D. 

19 

"Executors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trustees  are  hereby  notified  that  all 
the  foregoing  applies  to  them  and  to  trust  estates  as  well  as  to  other  persons  and 
property. 


A89e99ors  of  Taxes. 
"Dated " 

Sec.  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  whether  general  or  special  which  are  in- 
consistent herewith  are  hereby  repealed,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1921. 
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property  of  said  town  as  of  the  day  of  June,  A.  D.  19        , 

at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  according  to  law  (the  date  for  assessment)  and  shall,  on 
completion  of  said  assessment,  date,  certify  and  sign  the  same  and  deliver  to  and 
deposit  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk  (except  where,  by  special  act  or 
otherwise,  it  is  to  be  certified  and  delivered  to  town  or  city  treasurer,  then  to  him) 
on  or  before  the  day  of  A.  D.  19 

(the  date  of  certification,  which  date  must  be  subsequent  to  the  date  for  assess- 
ment and  allow  sufficient  time  for  completing  the  work,  the  time  between  the 
date  for  assessment  and  the  date  of  certification  being  the  time  of  assessment). 
The  town  clerk,  on  receipt  of  said  assessment  shall  forthwith  make  a  copy  of  the 
same  and  deliver  it  to  the  town  treasurer,  who  shall  forthwith  issue  and  affix  to 
s^d  copy  a  warrant  under  his  hand,  directed  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  said  town 
commanding  him  to  proceed  and  collect  said  tax  of  the  persons  and  estates  liable 
therefor  (unless  by  law  otherwise  provided).  Said  tax  shall  be  due  and  payable 
on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19  (or,  on 

and  between  the  day  of  next  and  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  next),  and  all 

taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  said  day  of 

A.  D.  19  ,(or,  on  said  last  named  day)  shall  carry  until  collected  a  penalty  at 
the  rate  of  per  centum  per  annum  upon  such  unpaid  tax.'' 

Sec.  2.  Section  4  of  said  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  of  1909  b  hereby 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

''Sec.  4.  Whenever  the  electors  of  any  town  shall  levy  a  tax  as  provided  in 
Section  1  of  this  Chapter  the  assessors  shall  proceed  to  assess  and  apportion  such 
tax  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the  ratable  property  therein  according  to 
law." 

Sec.  3.  Section  6  of  said  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended  by 
Section  2  of  Chapter  1211  of  the  Public  Laws,  approved  April  22,  A.  D.  1915,  is 
hereby  further  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  6.  Before  assessing  any  tax,  the  assessors  shall  post  up  printed  notices 
of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  in  three  public  places  in  the  town,  for  three 
weeks  next  preceding  the  time  of  such  meeting,  and  advertise  in  some  newspaper 
published  in  the  town,  if  any  there  be,  for  the  same  space  of  time.  Such  notices 
shall  require  every  person  and  body-corporate  liable  to  taxation  to  bring  in  to  the 
assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  aU  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  possessed  by 
him  or  it,  describing  and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  such  real  and 
personal  estate,  at  such  time  as  they  may  prescribe.  Such  notices  shall  be  in 
substantially  the  following  form: 

"  (Where  rate  is  fixed.) 

"  Whereas,  The  electors  of  the  town  of  qualified  to  vote 

on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  on  the 

day  of  A.  D.  19 

(or,  if  a  city,  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  » 

by  joint  resolution  approved  on  the  day  of 

A.  D.  19  ),  have  ordered  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  ratable  real  estate  and 
tangible  personal  property  of  said  town  of  dollars  and 

cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof  and 
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ratable  intangible  personal  property  of  said  town  of  forty  cents  on  each  one 
hundred  dollars  of  the  value  thereof,  to  be  assessed  and  apportioned  as  of  the 

day  of  June,  A.  D.  19         at  12  o'clock  noon. 

"Now,  therefore f  notice  is  hereby  given  that  in  accordance  with  said  resolution 
and  in  conformity  with  the  law  in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  every  person, 
co-partnership  and  corporation  liable  to  taxation  is  required  to  bring  in  to  the 
assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  possessed  by 
him  or  it,  describing  and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  so  owned  or  possessed. 

''All  persons  who  are  required  to  return  accounts  to  the  assessors  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  exemption  from  taxation  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  law,  including 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  and  their  wives  and  widows,  are 
required  to  render  annually  to  the  assessors  said  account  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  the  exemption  prescribed  by  law. 

"For  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  accounts  the  board  of  assessors  will  be  in 
session  in  their  office  in  the  town  hall  (or  wherever  located)  in  said  town,  daily 
from  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  to 

the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  inclusive, 

Sundays  excepted  (this  time  must  follow  the  date  for  assessment)  from 
o'clock  A,  M.,  imtil  o'clock  P.  M. 

''General  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Chapter  58,  Section  7. 

"Every  person  bringing  in  any  such  account  shall  make  oath  before  some  one 
of  the  assessors  that  the  accoimt  by  him  exhibited  contains,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  and  full  account  and  valuation  of  all  the  ratable 
estate  owned  or  possessed  by  him;  and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in 
such  account,  if  overtaxed,  shall  have  no  remedy  therefor. 

"All  ratable  real  and  personal  estate  will  be  taxed  to  the  persons,  co-partner-  ^ 
ships  or  bodies  corporate  who  own  or  hold  the  same  (or  who  owned  or  held  the 
same)  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  on  said  day  of  June,  A.  D. 

19 

"Executors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trustees  are  hereby  notified  that  all 
the  foregoing  applies  to  them  and  to  trust  estates  as  well  as  to  other  persons  and 
property. 


Assessors  of  Taxes. 
"Dated 

"(Where  rate  is  not  fixed.) 

"Whereas,  The  electors  of  the  town  of  ,  qualified  to 

vote  on  any  proposition  to  impose  a  tax  in  town  meeting  legally  assembled  on  the 

day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  (or,  if  a  city, 

the  city  council  of  the  city  of  by  joint  resolution,  approved 

on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ),  have 

ordered  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  and  the  ratable  real  estate  and  tangible  personal 
property  and  ratable  intangible  personal  property  (the  tax  on  ratable  intangible 
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personal  properiy  to  be  at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of 
the  value  thereof)  in  a  sum  not  less  than  dollars  and  not 

more  than  dollars  to  be  assessed  and  apportioned  as  of  the 

day  of  June,  A.  D.  19        ,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon. 

"Now,  iherrfore,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  in  accordance  with  said  resolution 
and  in  conformity  with  the  law  in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  every 
person,  co-partnership  and  corporation  liable  to  taxation  is  required  to  bring  in 
to  the  assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  pos- 
sessed by  him  or  it,  describing  and  specifying  the  value  of  every  parcel  of  the  real 
and  personal  estate  so  owned  or  possessed. 

"All  persons  who  are  required  to  return  accounts  to  the  assessors  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  exemption  from  taxation  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  law,  including 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of  the  rebeUion  and  their  wives  and  widows,  are 
required  to  render  annually  to  the  assessors  said  account  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  the  exemption  prescribed  by  law. 

"For  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  accounts  the  board  of  assessors  will  be  in 
session  in  their  office  in  the  town  hall  (or  wherever  located)  in  said  town,  daily 
from  the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  to 

the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  19        ,  inclusive, 

Sundays  excepted  (this  time  must  follow  the  date  for  assessment)  from 
o'clock  A.  M.,  until  o'clock  P.  M. 

"General  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Chapter  58,  Section  7. 

"Every  person  bringing  in  any  such  account  shall  make  oath  before  some  one 
of  the  assessors  that  the  account  by  him  exhibited  contains,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  a  true  and  full  account  and  valuation  of  all  the  ratable 
estate  owned  or  possessed  by  him;  and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in 
such  account,  if  overtaxed,  shall  have  no  remedy  therefor. 

"All  ratable  real  and  personal  estate  will  be  taxed  to  the  persons,  co-partner- 
ships or  bodies  corporate  who  own  or  hold  the  same  (or  who  owned  or  held  the 
same)  at  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  said  day  of  June,  A.  D. 

19 

"Executors,  administrators,  guardians  and  trustees  are  hereby  notified  that  all 
the  foregoing  applies  to  them  and  to  trust  estates  as  well  as  to  other  persons  and 
property. 


Assessors  of  Tctxes. 
'•Dated " 

Sec.  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  whether  general  or  special  which  are  in- 
consistent herewith  are  hereby  repealed,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1921. 
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TABLE  Vn. 

PBBcnfTA<»  OF  Tax  Aeaaagicp  Undbb  Each  Classification  to  Totaii  Tax 

1916,  1917  AND  1918. 


GfRH  AMD  Towns. 


BrbKd. 


BoRfflTille. 


Ontnl  Fbllf. 


Coventiy. 


Cnmboriuuli 


Tax  on  Land. 


ri916 
1017 
1918 

1016 
1017 
1018 

fl016 
1017 
1018 

1016 
1017 
1018 

1016 
1017 
1018 

1016 
1017 
1018 

1016 
1017 
1018 


1016 
1017 
1018 


EMtGnenwioh. 


EutProvidenee. 


1016 
1017 
1918 

1016 
1017 
1018 

1016 
1017 
1018 

ri016 
1017 
1018 

ri016 
1017 
1018 


$11,867.11 
11.000.70 
12,550.60 

38,082.80 
40,406  22 
43,570.62 

14,172.81 
16,554.42 
16,740.37 

86,447.24 
46,550.45 
48,535.40 

8,204.60 
3.171.50 
3.276.00 

8,510.25 
8.570.25 
8.745.00 

74,523.64 
00.384.76 
07.373.71 

27,247.40 
28,657.02 
31.251.12 

6,841.72 
6,858.22 
8,103.23 

64,510.44 
64.824.03 
66.049.81 

3.302.64 
3.312.10 
4,052.49 

3.874.27 
3.906.22 
3.877.55 

5,416.90 
5,549.97 
6,658.90 


Fto 

Gent,  of 

ToUl 

Tax. 


22.36 
22.09 
21.87 

32.32 
30.57 
30.23 

24.76 
24.93 
24.39 

19.00 
10.40 
10.31 

27.87 
27.45 
27.66 

17.32 
17.33 
17.64 

26.15 
25.06 
26.40 

24.80 
24.83 
24.70 

23.06 
23.00 
22.70 

28.85 
27.84 
26.20 

56.48 
56.70 
58.49 

42.37 
42.25 
41.43 

39.74 
39.59 
39.75 


TUCOD 

Buildiiiis  and 
ImpvoyeiiMttta. 


827,216.76 
27,106.20 
28.763.33 

68,529.96 
68.290.56 
75,196.53 

30,473.34 
35,535.78 
35.490.75 

109,304.41 
132,560.59 
135.287.70 

7.089.00 
7,226.60 
7.412.50 

27,354.50 
27.300.25 
27.563.75 

176.004.10 
218,032.14 
222,588.20 

55,788.46 
53,816.25 
50.086.55 

16.033.88 
16.120.03 
10.283  87 

126,200.51 
133,320.11 
144,307.76 

1,640.21 
1,645.71 
1,023.61 

3,230.48 
3.342.52 
3.362.70 

6.330.86 
6,525.02 
7.800.21 


Oeat.of 
Total 
Ti 


61.80 
50.31 
48.98 

48.53 
51.50 
52.15 

53.25 
53.53 
51.68 

50.06 
55.40 
63.83 

61.23 
62.56 
62.50 

65.63 
55.35 
55.27 

62.10 
62.63 
60.55 

50.78 
46.63 
46.70 

54.05 
54.08 
94.23 

56.45 
57.26 
57.28 

28.05 
28.16 
27.76 

35.32 
36.15 
35.93 

46.51 
46.55 

47.11 
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TABLE  VII.--<:k>ntiiiued. 

PlBCKNTAGB  OF  TaX  AsSBBSBD  UndBR  EaCH  CLASSiriCATION  TO  TOTAL  TaX, 

1916, 1917  AND  1918. 


Tkx  QD  Tangible 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 

Tax  on  Intan- 
Sible  Personal. 

• 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 

Total  Tax, 

Inoluding 

Exemptions. 

Total 
.  Net  Tax. 

80.734 .00 

0.588.00 

12.007.52 

18.35 
17.80 
20.60 

$4,240.40 
5,278.00 
5.312.00 

7.00 
0.80 
0.05 

$53,058.27 
53,872.00 
58.732.44 

$52,785.45] 
53,632.00  - 
58.486.88 

10.600.64 
20.316.51 
21.207.54 

16.25 
15.34 
14.77 

3,402.40 
3,428.80 
4.104.00 

2.00 
2.50 
2.85 

120.604.80 
132.532.00 
144.177.60 

120,210.10 
132,155.80  ' 
143.782.41^ 

12,030.30 
13.005.00 
15.204.00 

21.04 
21.08 
22.27 

538.80 

306.80 

1.136.80 

.05 

.46 

1.66 

57.223.75 
66.302.00 
68.670.02 

57.041.75] 
66.186.50  X 
68.465.42j 

34,344.14 
57.204.85 
64.803.37 

18.85 
23.05 
25.82 

2.184.00 
2.541.70 
2.627.46 

1.20 
1.07 
1.04 

182.270.70 
238.866.50 
251.344.02 

181,020.20^ 
•  238.467.00 
250,070.27^ 

820.00 
722.00 
762.50 

7.13 
6.25 
6.44 

434.40 
432.40 
302.00 

3.77 
3.74 
3.31 

11,407.00 
11.652.40 
11.843.00 

11,413.24 
11.476.40  - 
11.762.00^ 

11.602.25 
11.832.75 
11.000.25 

23.60 
23.02 
23.88 

1,700.20 
1.680.00 
1.648.80 

3.46 
3.40 
3.31 

40,176.20 
40.473.25 
40.866.80 

48,036.00] 
40,237.25  \ 
40.636  80  J 

23,144.04 
28.343.22 
36.211.72 

8.13 
8.14 
0.85 

10.306.54 
11.300.00 
11.404.06 

3.62 
3.27 
3.11 

284.870.21 
348.151.02 
367.578.68 

284,188.55 
347,350.00  > 
366.804.55, 

25,032.22 
32,354.30 
35.470.60 

23.60 
28.03 
28.05 

010.00 
582.44 
604.84 

.82 
.51 
.55 

100,873.17 
115.410.10 
126.512.20 

100,687.77 
115.187.58  > 
126.284. 70  J 

4.656.85 
4.752.55 
5.817.82 

15.60 
15.03 
16.36 

2,137.80 
2.086.20 
2.356.00 

7.20 
6.00 
6.62 

20.670.25 
20.826.00 
35.560.02 

20.517.00 
20.662.66  ' 
35.361.37, 

28.507.08 
20.573.40 
36.426.68 

12.75 
12.70 
14.45 

4.374.32 
5.146.10 
5.218.08 

1.05 
2.21 
2.07 

223.601.35 
232.864.54 
252.003.23 

222,820.88 
232,150.32  • 
251.383.14 

762.06 
756.30 
854.36 

13.04 
12.04 
12.38 

142.60 

128.20 

08.20 

2.43 
2.20 
1.42 

5.847.53 
5.842.31 
6.028.66 

5.816.73 
5.825.81   • 
6,015.01 

1.837.08 
1.708.26 
1.020.75 

20.00 
10.45 
20.52 

203.68 
100.62 
108.82 

2.22 
2.15 
2.12 

0.145.51 
0.246.52 
0.350.82 

8.075.04 
0.060.40  > 
0,225.32, 

1.413.12 
1.504.37 
1.701.37 

10.37 
10.73 
10.70 

460.86 
438.26 
408.16 

3.38 
3.13 
2.44 

13,630.74 
14.018.52 
16.748.64 

13.400.54 
13.880.32 
16,617.44, 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pbrcbntagb  of  Tax  Assbsseo  Under  Each  Clabsipication  to  Total 

1916,  1917  AND  1918. 


CmM  AND  Towns. 


HopkintOD , 


JamMtown. 


Johnston. 


Lincoln. 


little  Compton. 


Middletown. 


Namcansstt. 


Newport. 


New  Shoreham. 


North  Ktncstown . 


North  ProTtdenee. 


North  Smithfield. 


Pawtuoket. 


Year. 


1916 
1017 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 


1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

^1916 
1917 
1918 

fl9]6 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

ri916 
1917 
1918 

ri916 
1917 
1918 

(1916 
1917 
1018 


Per 

Tax  on  Land. 

Cent,  of 
Total 

Tax. 

• 

$6,414.00 

23.58 

6.367.  SO 

22.83 

6,315.00 

22.39 

16,495.93 

47.29 

16,352.27 

46.16 

16.408.09 

45.35 

15,183.35 

32.80 

19,740.45 

32.70 

20,020.07 

32.26 

12.758.18 

17.14 

13.349.20 

17.00 

14.500.30 

16.62 

4,898.91 

31.20 

4,394.89 

29.16 

4.507.11 

29.65 

12,048.40 

46.35 

12.482.60 

46.16 

12.969.80 

44.99 

80,120.15 

49.45 

30,030.41 

48.17 

29,904.84 

48.10 

247,815.04 

81.42 

248,137.30 

30.79 

276.628.80 

32.31 

6,309.00 

48.09 

6,296.25 

42.82 

8.438.50 

43.92 

9,665.60 

21.19 

10.788.03 

21.02 

13,029.12 

21.47 

15.528.00 

25.28 

16.505.52 

26.06 

16.618.86 

25.68 

4.589.82 

18.75 

4.683.90 

12.75 

4.805.34 

12.65 

260,561.07 

26.79 

272,488.82 

23.89 

291.161.50 

23.65 

Tax  on 
BuUdincs  and 
Improrements. 


$15,949.50 
16,557.00 
16,560.00 

14.054.76 
15,604.25 
16.048.45 

23.081.82 
29.929.65 
30,621.53 

46,212.11 
48,919.21 
54,767.72 

5.369.49 
5,670.48 
5,815.42 

10,260.80 
10,754.80 
11.525.60 

24,003.37 
25,380.80 
25.587.75 

379,415.36 
390,341.71 
398.451.20 

6,639.50 

5,609.25 

•  7,406.00 

27,574.50 
30,712.82 
36.671.05 

32,308.80 
33.131.10 
33.843.90 

18,104.10 
18.994.50 
19,401.00 

587,371.67 
614,895.23 
619.150.35 


Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


68.61 
59.39 
58.76 

42.80 
44.31 
44.36 

49.10 
49.72 
49.35 

62.06 
62.30 
62.77 

38.10 
37.63 
38.25 

39.47 
30.76 
39.98 

39.55 
40.72 
41.16 

48.12 
48.43 
46.53 

37.83 
38.15 
38.54 

60.45 

50.83 
60.44 

62.60 
52.32 
52.28 

54.25 
51.72 
51.09 

65.27 
53.92 
50.28 
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TABLE  VIL—Continued. 

PiRCBNTAOB  OF  TaX  AsSBSftBD  UnDBB  EaCH  CLASSIFICATION  TO  TOTAL  TaX, 

1916,  1917  AND  1918. 


Tu  on  Tangible 
PwwooaL 

Par 
Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Panonal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Net  Tax. 

$4,218.00 
4,276.50 
4,744.60 

16.60 
15.34 
16.82 

6630.80 
680.90 
572.80 

2.31 
2.44 
2.03 

$27312.80 
27,881.00 
28.201.30 

$36,838.17 
27.514.15 
27.846.30, 

1.928.38 
2.126.86 
2,262.42 

6.89 
6.00 
0.26 

1.284.97 
1.249.12 
1.462.48 

3.03 
3.53 
4.04 

83,764.04 
36.422.40 
36,181.44 

82.701.04 
36.356.40  ' 
36.115.44^ 

7,606.20 
9,196.30 
8,799.76 

16.98 
15.28 
14.18 

1330.00 
1.326.00 
2.611.60 

2.62 
2.21 

4.21 

47.001.37 
60.104.40 
62.052.05 

46.802.47 
60.100.60 
61.053.05 

14,874.62 
16,669.08 
17.470.63 

19.97 
19.94 
20.03 

614.42 
503.60 
508.00 

.83 
.76 
.58 

74,460.23 
78.521.00 
87.236.55 

74.203.86 
78.340.10 
87.003.33 

1.783.98 
1.993.96 
2,047.74 

12.66 
13.23 
13.46 

2,642.68 
3.011.88 
2.834.18 

18.05 
10.08 
18.64 

14,006.06 
15.071.28 
15.204.46 

14,003.66 
15.060.83  • 
15.203.06 

1.722.40 
1.862.80 
2.336.00 

6.62 
6.89 
8.10 

1.966.00 
1.944.40 
1.997.20 

7.66 
7.10 
6.03 

26.007.60 
27.044.60 
28.827.60 

26.003.60 

27.040.60 

•28.827. 60  J 

6,861.12 
6.099.00 
6.902.60 

9.60 
9.78 
9.60 

862.62 
831.32 
770.92 

1.40 
1.33 
1.24 

60317.16 
62.350.53 
62.106.01 

60.848.16] 
62.281.63  - 
62.007.01, 

72.080.00 
73.003.79 
86.740.80 

9.14 

9.14 

10.01 

89,300.80 
93.836.80 
95.441.60 

11.32 
11.64 
11.15 

788,611.20 
806,000.00 
856.262.40 

787,082.40^ 
806,361.60  ' 
866,673.60, 

2,087.26 
2.301.76 
3.014.00 

14.26 
16.66 
16.60 

706.00 
496.80 
356.00 

4.82 
3.38 
1.85 

14.641.76 
14.704.05 
10314.60 

14,678.76 
14.641.06 
10.124.50, 

6319.60 
7,106.17 
7.437.62 

12.76 
13.88 
12.26 

2.664.60 
2,728.00 
3,537.40 

6.61 
6.32 

5.83 

46.614.20 
61.384.02 
60,675.10 

46.380.40 
61,046.77  ' 
60.331.04, 

13,187.40 
13361.80 
13.906.60 

21.47 
21.08 
21.48 

304.00 
338.00 
364.00 

.66 
.64 

.56 

61.418.20 
63.326.42 
64.732.36 

61.208.20 
63.230.42  - 
64.644.76, 

10.463.46 
12364.82 
13.670.02 

31.86 
36.00 
36.74 

211.18 
190.92 
196.22 

.64 
.53 
.52 

33.368.66 
36.724.14 
37.073.18 

33.303.66 
36.661.34 
37310.18, 

166366.09 
242.444.30 
310.404.15 

16.99 
21.26 
26.21 

9.142.18 
10,614.05 
10.615.00 

.05 
.03 

.86 

,      072,830.01 
1.140.342.40 
1.231.331.00 

070,336.28 
1.137.828.00 
1.220,801. 80  j 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pbbcentaqs  or  Tax  Absbsbbd  Uin>BR  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1016.  1917  AND  1918. 


Cinas  ▲MO  Towns. 


PorUmouth , 


PkDvidenoe . 


Riohmond. 


Sdtuate. 


Bmithfiekl, 


South  Kincatown, 


TiTtrton, 


Wtgnn. 


Warwick. 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich. 


West  Warwick, 


Woonsocket . 


Tkm&tatu. 


Year. 


1916 
1917 
1918 

1910 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 


1916 
1917 
1918 


Tax  on  Land. 


$9,827.40 
9.846.00 
9,908.79 

1.709,548.67 
1.965.673.75 
1.965.915.26 

2.674.10 
2,838.50 
3.030.25 

6.888.25 
9.772.02 
9,248.52 

6.527.78 
6.550.98 
7.265.57 

13,149.29 
14.439.72 
16.956.24 

17.310.26 
13.832.43 
13.958.18 

14.267.68 
16,018.86 
19.520.37 

50.503.58 
59.672.00 
60.827.64 

45.642.75 
46.594.50 
63.727.65 

3.234.00 
3,313.88 
3.386.63 

13.179.69 
13,208.22 
15.394.22 

142,913.90 
149.066.20 
153.007.65 


62,975.473.91 
3,303,089.96 
3.398.266.18 


PSr 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


43.38 
43.40 
43.09 

32.73 
33.56 
32.39 

17.57 
17.94 
17.71 

23.35 
22.78 
24.39 

18.38 
16.59 
15.36 

21.28 
21.52 
21.84 

26.75 
26.04 
25.40 

15.34 
15.02 
15.31 

27.95 
28.29 
27  97 

31.35 
31.69 
31.60 

60.89 
61.77 
60.70 

12.68 
12.45 
12.33 

27.42 
25  56 
25.07 


30.20 
30.08 
29.37 


Tax  on 
Buildincsand 
Improvements. 


$8,429.10 
8.544.00 
8.519.55 

2.140.326.47 
2.327.295.19 
2.382.914.33 

8.113.50 
8.479.25 
8,348.00 

14.866.90 
21.916.08 
18.499.08 

20,791.05 
22.187.11 
22,265.74 

30,607.82 
33,730.02 
40,169.99 

40,863.35 
33,136.40 
33,883.08 

48.022.80 
55.322.28 
65.007.45 

92.564.65 
111.175.90 
118.117.38 

78.327.00 
79.764.00 
93.307.05 

1.524.00 
1.521.76 
1.523.25 

60.820.15 

.    51.856.27 

61.596.29 

247.631.35 
265,883.40 
271.709.30 


C«tti.of 
Total 
Tax. 


$4,568,264.48 
4.998.333.01 
5,169,957.01 


37.21 

37.66 
37.05 

40.08 
39.74 
39.27 

53.31 
53.59 
48.80 

50.35 
51.09 
48.80 

68.52 

56.18 
47.08 

49.55 
50.28 
51.73 

63.12 
62.38 
61.66 

51.60 
51.89 
50.97 

51.22 
52.71 
54.30 

53.80 
54.:i6 
54.86 

28.69 
28.37 
27.30 

48.85 
48.89 
49.35 

47.51 
45.58 
44.52 


46.38 
45.51 
44.57 
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TABLE  VII.— Ck>ncluded. 

Pkbcbmtagb  of  Tax  Assbssbd  Under  Each  Classifioation  to  TotAL  Tax, 

1916, 1917  AND  1918. 


Tkz  on  Tancible 

P«r 

Cent,  of 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Induding 

Eaemptiona. 

Total 

Picaonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Panooal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$1,405.20 

6.21 

82.990.80 

13.20 

$  22.652.50 

$22,621,451 

M18.20 

5.80 

2.980.00 

13.14 

22.688.20 

22.669.15 

1.506.60 

6.94 

2,971.20 

12.92 

22.996.14 

22,977.09j 

1,035,520.15 

10.84 

336.490.56 

6.45 

5,221,885.75 

5,219,452.86 

1.195,440.08 

20.41 

368,256.48 

6.29 

5,856.565.45 

5353.297.82  - 

1.842.450.90 

22.12 

377,602.12 

6.22 

6.068,981.61 

6,065.954.13. 

4.M2.50 

27.48 

250.04 

1.64 

15.220.14 

15,144.14 

4.244.50 

26.82 

260.44 

1.65 

15.822.69 

15,774.60 

5.422.50 

31.69 

307.84 

1.80 

17.108.59 

17,061.59. 

6.562.50 

22.24 

1,198.02 

4.06 

29,505.67 

29.297.17 

8.981.10 

20.04 

2.226.20 

5.19 

42,895.40 

42.716.40  - 

8.364.00 

22.06 

1.799.80 

4.75 

37,911.40 

37.743. 40j 

7.386.87 

20.79 

823.51 

2.31 

35,529.21 

85,529.211 

9.884.33 

25.03 

869.46 

2.20 

39,491.88 

39,454.88  • 

16.815.74 

35.55 

949.98 

2.01 

47,297.03 

47.259.53^ 

7.448.21 

12.05 

10,578.90 

17.12 

61,784.22 

61,425.101 

8.373.48 

12.48 

10,548.90 

15.72 

67.092.12 

66,727.62  - 

9.951.76 

12.81 

10,574.20 

13.62 

77.652.19 

77,252.14. 

5.353.11 

8.27 

1,205.90 

1.86 

64,732.62 

64,470.12 

5.072.29 

9.54 

1.082.30 

2.04 

53,123.42 

52.015.82  > 

6.066.72 

11.04 

1.041.50 

1.90 

54,949.48 

54.752.38. 

27.951.70 

30.03 

2,815.14 

8.03 

98.057.32 

93,001.321 

32.575.53 

80.55 

2.701.80 

2.54 

106,618.47 

106.490.16  > 

39.258.90 

30.78 

3.748.90 

2.94 

127.535.62 

127.435.77, 

16.407.45 

9.07 

21.258.20 

11.76 

180.733.88 

180.003.68 

19.498.62 

9.24 

20,585.58 

9.76 

210.032.10 

209.983.16 

20.433.38 

9.30 

18.143.98 

8.34 

217,522.39 

216.624.49, 

10.240.50 

7.03 

11.872.80 

7.82 

145.583.05 

145.198.05 

10.290.00 

7.00 

10,361.60 

7.05 

147.010.10 

146.638.60  - 

12.008.80 

7.06 

11,026.80 

6.48 

170.070.30 

169.661.70. 

516.00 

9.71 

38.00 

.71 

5.312.00 

5,238.60 

490.56 

9.15 

38.00 

.71 

5.364.13 

5,290.63  ' 

634.60 

11.40 

38.00 

.60 

5.582.38 

5,508.88, 

37.752.13 

86.29 

2.268.71 

2.18 

104.020.68 

103.756.68l 

38,368.39 

36.18 

2.629.33 

2.48 

106,062.21 

105,798.21  • 

45,059.34 

36.11 

2.759.09 

2.21 

124,808.94 

124.541.25. 

121.537.25 

23.32 

9.098.70 

1.75 

521,181.20 

520,710.301 

158.547.10 

27.18 

9,788.90 

1.68 

583.285.60 

582,831.70} 

175.319.30 

28.72 

10.299.00 

1.00 

610.335.25 

609,898.35/ 

11.763.433.57 

17.90 

$542,945.43 

5.52 

$9,860,117.39 

$9,837,092.81 

2.098.793.81 

19.10 

583.710.10 

5.31 

10,983.926.88 

10,969,380.28  • 

2,405.783.26 

20.79 

598.220.92 

5.17 

11.572.227.36 

11,550,086.76, 
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TABLE  DC. 

Pbb  Capita  Asbbbsbo  Valuation  of  thx  Statb,  Citibs  and  Townb  won 

YsABS  1916,  1017  AND  1918. 


Town  OB  Crrr. 


Barrington 


Briatol 


BurriUville 


Central  Falls 


CharleBtown 


Coventry 


Cranston . 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence. 


1916 
1917 
1918 


[1916 
h917 

[l918 

[1916 
]l917 
[l918 

[1916 

]l917 
[1918 


1916 
1917 
1918 


[1916 
1 1917 
[1918 


1916 
1917 
1918 

[1916 
1 1917 
[1918 


VftluatioD. 


$4,974,075 
6,347,875 
5,685,925 

7,990,033 
8,385,100 
8,658,700 

4,481,075 
4,468,675 
4,772,775 

12,527,687 
14,116,107 
14,846,341 

1,206,184 
1,212,200 
1,235,000 

5,147,550 
5,174,825 
5,210,100 

23,643,340 
24,521,340 
25,779,170 

10,111,846 
10,111,274 
10,220,899 

3,023,550 
3,028,500 
3,127,875 

15,656,680 
16,420,139 
17,715,688 


PopaUtion 
(E«Um«t«l). 


3,146 
3,299 
3,452 

10,684 
11,064 
11,485 

8,157 
8,358 
8,559 

24,227 
25,560 
26,793 

901 
924 

947 

5,669 
5,706 
5,743 

28,375 
28,914 
29,453 

9,986 
10,139 
10,292 

3,650 
3,690 
3,730 

19,236 
19,650 
20,064 


PwCaaito 
VAhuitioi 


$1,581.10 
1,621.06 
1,647.14 

747.85 
757.87 
753.98 

549.35 
534.66 
557.63 

517.09 
552.27 
554  11 

1,338.71 
1,311.91 
1,304.12 

908.01 
906.91 
907.21 

833.24 

875.26 

1,012.60 
997.26 
993.09 

828.37 
820.73 
838  57 

813.92 
835.63 
882.96 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Capita  Abbbbbbd  Valuation  of  ths  Statb,  Crmea  and  Towns  for  tbb 

Years  1916,  1017  and  1918. 


Town  OB  Crt. 


Yew. 


Exeter, 


Foster, 


Glocester. 


Hopkinton 


Jsmestown. 


Johnston 


Lincoln 


Little  Compton 


Middletown 


Nairagansett 


1916 
1917 
1918 

fl916 
1917 
1918 


[1916 
h917 
[1918 

[1916 

h917 
[l918 

[1916 
h917 
[l918 

[1916 
{l917 
[1918 

[1916 
1 1917 
[l918 


1916 
1917 
1918 


[1916 
]l917 
11918 


[1916 
{1917 
[l918 


Valuation. 


$551,480 
550,015 
548,920 

635,677 
642,540 
650,738 

1,157,590 
1,184,931 
1,398,783 

1,904,125 
1,958,375 
1,960,700 

3,313,132 
3,412,952 
3,515,890 

3,819,998 
4,250,400 
4,608,996 

6,047,871 
6,129,592 
6,311,667 

2,285,811 
2,475,498 
2,475,528 

3,494,950 
3,623,125 
3,853,100 

4,212,840 
4,304,504 
4,281,136 


PopoUtion 
(Estimated). 


919 

926 
933 

1,076 
1,092 
1,208 

1,491 
1,511 
1,531 

2,500 
2,516 
2,532 

1,538 
1,560 
1,582 

7,007 
7,121 
7,235 

10,250 
10,392 
10,534 

1,398 
1,418 
1,438 

2,043 
2,072 
2,101 

1,431 
1,449 
1,467 


PerCapite 
Valoataon. 


1600.08 
593.97 
588.34 

590.77 
588.41 
538.69 

776.38 
784.20 
913.64 

761.65 
778.37 
774.37 

2,154.18 
2,187.79 
2,222.43 

545.16 
596.88 
637.04 

590.03 
589.84 
599.17 

1,635.05 
1,745.76 
1,721.51 

1,710.69 
1,748.61 
1,833.94 

2,943.98 
2,970.67 
2,918.29 
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TABLE  DL— Oontmoed. 

Pbb  Capita  Assissbd  Valuation  or  thb  Statb,  Citdbs  and  Towvb  fob 

Ybabb  1916,  1917  AND  1918. 


TowM  om  CiTT. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtuoket 


Portsmouth, 


Providence. 


Richmond 


Soituate. 


[1916 
11917 
[1918 


[1916 
]l917 
[1918 


1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 


[1916 
]l917 
[1918 


1916 
1917 
1918 


Vatmtion. 


Populatioa 
(Estimatid). 


$65,992,800 
67,929,500 
71,374,900 

1,101,350 
1,067,150 
1,027,425 

4,915,810 
5,074,080 
5,251,915 

5,173,850 
5,325,535 
5,447,730 

2,810,410 
3,086,665 
3,192,635 

60,540,946 
67,046,453 
72,326,733 

4,020,475 
4,026,525 
4,077,115 

363,146,280 
388,549,240 
401,894,340 

1,551,920 
1,616,535 
1,752,065 

3,109,420 
3,929,400 
3,444,050 


31,130 
31,658 
32,186 

1,429 
1,446 
1,463 

3,931 

3,986 
4,041 

7,306 
7,397 

7,488 

2,839 

•2,868 

2,898 

56,846 
59,725 
62,604 

2,712 
2,751 
2,790 

253,752 
259,464 
265,176 

1,461 
1,468 
1,475 

3,356 
3,369 
3,382 


PwCapiU 
ValuAtioiL 


$2,119.91 
2,145.73 

2,217.58 

770.71 
738.02 
702.27 

1,250.52 
1,272.98 
1,299.66 

708.16 
719.96 
727.53 

989.92 
1,076.24 
1,102.05 

1,064.99 
1,122.58 
1,155.30 

1,482.47 
1,463.66 
1,461.33 

1,431 .  10 
1,497.51 
1,515.58 

1,062.23 
1,101.18 
1,187.84 

926.52 
1,166.34 
1,018.34 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 


/ 


Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1916,  1917  and  1918. 


Town  OB  CiTT. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Year. 


1916 
1917 
1918 


Warren, 


Warwick. 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick 


Westerly 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


[1916 
I  1917 
[l918 

[1916 
]l917 
[1918 


1 


1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 


i 


fl916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 


[1916 
h917 
[l918 


Valuation. 


12,982,334 
3,304,160 
3,942,259 

7,266,980 
7,318,785 
7,406,260 

4,519,066 
4,590,034 
4,736,282 

7,145,655 
7,328,550 
7,807,940 

18,542,340 
18,673,365 
18,712,460 

356,200 
359,675 
374,225 

10,715,375 
10,973,621 
11,278,873 

11,764,150 
11,674,800 
12,087,400 

32,369,475 
36,155,625 
37,845,300 

724,210,330 
769,347,665 
800,837,838 


Poj^ulation 
(Eatimated). 


3,431 
3,486 
3,541 

5,525 
5,553 
5,581 

4,567 
4,672 

4,777 

7,460 
7,660 

7,870 

13,410 
13,518 
13,626 

512 
512 
515 

16,927 
16,072 
16,217 

10,392 
10,523 
10,654 

41,052 
42,549 
44,046 

610,712 
626,038 
641,409 


Per  Capito 
Valuation. 


$869.23 

947.84 

1,113.32 

1,316.29 
1,317.99 
1,327.06 

989.60 
982.46 
991.48 

969.14 
966.73 
992.11 

1,382.72 
1,381.37 
1,373.29 

695.70 
702.49 
726.65 

672.78 
682.78 
695.50 

1,132.03 
1,109.46 
1,134.54 

788.49 
849.74 
859.22 

1,186.84 
1,228.91 
1,248.56 
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[Public  Laws,  Chapter  769.) 

Sec.  7.  (as  amended  by  Pub.  Laws^  1719,  Mar,  14,  1919.)  The  board  of  tax 
commifisioners  shall  biennially  in  the  odd-numbered  years  report  to  the  governor, 
CD  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in  such  years,  and  the  governor  shall  forth- 
with present  such  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth 
the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms,  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amoimt  of  taxable  property  in  each 
city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with 
the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from 
taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the  better 
assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or 
advisable:  Provided^  harvever,  that  if  the  governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the 
board  of  tax  commissioners  deems  it  necessary  or  advisable,  said  board  may 
report  at  other  times  upon  matters  relating  to  taxation. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


To  His  Excellency,  Emery  J.  San  Souci,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of  the 
Public  Laws  approved  February  15th,  1912,  as  amended  by  Chapter 
1719  t)f  the  Public  Laws,  approved  March  14th,  1919,  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  eighth  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
EDWARD  L.  LEAHY. 

I 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  February  1,  If 21. 


REPORT 


The  section  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  providing  for  a  report  by  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to  the  Governor,  was  amended  by 
Chapter  1719  of  the  Public  Laws  passed  at  the  January  session, 
1919.  The  amendment  changes  the  date  of  filing  the  report  from 
January  15th  to  February  1st,  and  also  provides  that  the  report  shall 
he  made  bieiinially  instead  of  annually.  This  is  therefore  the  first 
biennial  report  of  the  Board  and  in  many  of  the  tables  statistics  for 
two  years  instead  of  one  will  necessarily  appear.  The  remaining 
provisions  of  the  original  section  are  unchanged  except  for  the 
proviso  that  "if  the  Governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  deems  it  necessary  or  advisable,  said  board  may 
report  at  other  times  upon  matters  relating  to  taxation." 

The  effect  of  the  amendment  has  been  to  reduce  to  some  extent  the 
detail  work  of  the  office,  and  the  Board  has  been  able,  for  the  first 
time,  to  include  in  this  report  all  of  the  statistical  material  required 
by  law. 

The  change  from  an  annual  to  a  biennial  report  has  made  necessary 
no  material  change  in  the  form  of  report,  or  in  the  method  formerly 
employed  in  dealing  with  the  several  subjects  treated.  The  same 
general  arrangement  of  statistics  and  other  data  which  has  been 
employed  for  a  number  of  years  is  continued  in  this  report. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  the  following 
headings: 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  Savings  Banks,  State  Banks 
and  Trust  Companies. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 

Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

Corporation  Charters, 
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Public  Service  Corporations. 

Bank  Shares. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 

Inheritance  Taxes. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

Rent  of  Oyster  Grounds.  ^ 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

Automobile  Licenses. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  years 
,  from  1900  to  1920,  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the 
total  revenue,  are  set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I^. 

The  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  1918  to  1920  by  corporations,  com- 
panies, firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  General  Treasurer,  classified 
according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid,  is 
shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amount  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fixed, 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III,  IV,  V, 
and  V-a. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  exemptions,  total  prop- 
erty assessed,  and  the  State  tax  for  each  city  and  town,  are  set  forth 
'  in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
by  cities  and  towns  is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary'  of  the  propertj^  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chapter 
769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  66  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  is 
set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

*Under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  and 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School,  State 
Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and,  in 
general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations.  These  items  are  depend- 
ent in  most  coses  upon  departmental  adminbtration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  State. 
The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several  departments  and  require  no  considera- 
tion by  this  Board. 
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A  classification  of  the  property  exempt,  in  four  separate  columns, 
namely,  land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty, and  intangible  personal  property,  and  the  total  amoimt  of 
property  exempt  in  each  class,  are  set  forth  in  Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  for  the  years  1918,  1919  and  1920  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the 
enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  tax  rate  for  the 
years  1911  and  1920,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

The  total  valuation  of  property  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  claasified  under  land,  buildings  and 
improvements,  tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible  personal 
property,  with  percentum  of  increase  for  each  year,  1912-1920,  and 
percentum  of  total  increase  is  set  forth  in  Table  X-a. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease  for  each  year,  1912-1920, 
is  set  forth  in  Table  XL 

A  summary  of  the  ratable  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years  1916- 
1920,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Amendments. 

The  General  Assembly,  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report 
pas^d  thirty-five  laws  amending  or  modifying  General  Laws  and 
Public  Laws  having  a  more  or  less  direct  bearing  upon  taxation  or 
the  revenues  of  the  State  or  municipalities.  Nine  of  these  laws, 
change  the  dates  upon  which  financial  town  meetings  are  to  be  held, 
two  are  amendments  to  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  relative  to  salaries,  and 
eleven  others  refer  to  matters  of  purely  local  concern  such  as  the 
cancellation  of  certain  taxes,  the  validation  of  a  tax  rate,  the  allow- 
ance of  certain  exemptions,  and  a  special  fire  district  tax,  and  do  not 
seem  to  require  explanation.  The  remaining  amendments  are  of  more 
general  importance  and  are  considered  either  in  the  text  of  this  report 
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in  connection  with  the  several  taxes  or  sources  of  revenue  to  which 
they  apply,  or  separately  in  some  detail  below. 

Following  is  a  list  giving  the  chapters  of  the  Public  Laws  contain- 
ing these  amendments,  and  a  short  explanatory  note  indicating 
their  nature  or  scope : 

January  ^Session,  1919. 

Chap.  1719.    Providing  for  biennial  reports  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 

instead  of  annual  reports. 

1729.  Additional  appropriation  for  clerical  assistance  for  Board  of  Tax 
Conmiissioners. 

1735.  Fixing  uniform  (}ate  for  assessment  of  local  taxes  by  the  several 

cities  and  toi^-ns. 

1736.  Changing  method  of  nullifying  charters  of  domestic  corporations 

for  non-payment  of  franchise  taxes. 

1764.    Increasing  salaries  of  members  of  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 

1768.  Authorizing  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to  dispose  of  certain 
tax  retiums,  duplicate  records,  and  other  papers  and  documents 
in  its  discretion. 

1773.  Imposing  an  additional  direct  State  tax  of  six  cents  for  highway 
maintenance  and  other  purposes  in  1919. 

1775.  Allowing  savings  banks,  State  banks  and  trust  companies  to 
deduct  from  taxable  deposits  only  such  United  States  bonds  or 
other  evidences  of  indebtedness  as  were  subscribed  for  and 
purchased  at  par  value  for  their  own  account. 

January  Session,  1920. 

Chap.  1834.     Imposing  an  additional  direct  State  tax  of  three  cents  for  highway 

maintenance  in  1920. 

1846.     Fixinglimitationof  local  tax  rates  at  2J^%  of  ratable  value. 

1851.  Increasing  salaries  of  members  of  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
and  providing  additional  compensation  for  clerical  assistance. 

1864.  Providing  for  deduction  at  par  of  United  States  and  State  bonds  and 
securities  in  computing  taxable  corporate  excess  of  corporations. 

1867.  Extending  to  women  the  provisions  of  Article  VII,  Section  2  of 
amendments  to  the  State  constitution  which  imposes  a  poll  tax 
of  one  dollar  for  school  purposes  upon  every  person  who,  if 
registered,  would  be  qualified  to  vote. 

1899.  Repealing  the  State  tax  on  bank  shares  and  making  all  resident 
shareholders  in  State  banks,  trust  companies  and  National 
banking  associations  liable  to  taxation  locally  on  such  shares. 
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Chap.  1905.     Allowing  National  banks  to  deduct  from  returns  of  deposits  on 

participation  or  deposited  in  the  same  manner  as  in  savings 
banks  only  such  United  States  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  in- 
debtedness as  were  subscribed  for  and  purchased  at  par  value 
for  their  own  account. 

1924.  Providing  for  the  furnishing  of  automobile  registration  lists  to 

local  assessors  annually  by  the  State  Board  of  Public  Roads. 

1925.  "General  Corporation  Law." 

1930.  Authorizing  electors  of  South  Kingstown  and  Narragansett  to 
exempt  railroad  property  from  taxation. 

1943.  Exempting  the  Narragansett  Pier  Railroad  Company  from  the 
State  tax  on  gross  earnings  in  any  year  in  which  the  net  earnings 
are  less  than  four  per  cent,  of  the  valuation  of  its  property. 

1946.     Amending  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916. 

1972.  Empowering  the  city  of  Newport  to  cancel  unpaid  taxes  which 

appear  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  be  uncollectible. 

1973.  Validating  salaries  of  assessors  of  the  city  of  Newport. 

1987.  Authorizing  the  town  of  Foster  to  assess  a  tax  for  1920  at  a  rate 
not  to  exceed  $2.00  on  each  SlOO  of  ratable  property. 

1994.  Empowering  the  town  of  New  Shoreham  to  cancel  unpaid  taxes 
w^hich  appear  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  be  uncollectible. 

1996.  Authorizing  electors  of  the  town  of  Richmond  to  exempt  prop- 

erty of  the  Shannock  Memorial  Association  to  not  exceeding 
$25,000. 

2006.  Fixing  limitation  of  tax  rate  of  the  town  of  Westerly  at  2  J^%  of 
ratable  value, 

2009.  Authorizing  Coventry  Fire  District  to  assess  a  special  tax  of 
fifty  cents  on  each  $100  of  ratable  property  for  fire  protection 
purposes. 

a 

Changes  in  Dates  of  Financial  Town  Meetings. 

1919. 
Chap.  1828.    Town  of  Westerly. 

1920. 
Chap.  1983.     Town  of  Coventry. 

1985.  Town  of  East  Greenwich. 

1987.  Town  of  Foster. 

1988.  Town  of  Hopkinton. 
1992.  Town  of  Narragansett. 

1997.  Town  of  Richmond. 

1998.  Town  of  South  Kingstown. 

2004.    Towns  of  Warwick  and  West  Warwick. 
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Chap.  1736,  Uniform  Date  for  Assessment:  This  amendment  to 
Sections  1, 4  and  6  of  Chapter  68  of  the  General  Laws,  entitled  "  Of  the 
Levy  and  Assessment  of  Taxes/'  as  amended,  was  passed  at  the 
January  session,  1919,  and  became  effective  January  1,  1921.  It 
provides  for  a  uniform  date  for  assessment  throughout  the  State  and 
has  already  been  complied  with  in  anticipation  by  a  number  of 
municipalities.  No  serious  difficulties  were  encoimtered  by  these 
municipalities.  There  was  considerable  discussion  before  the  passage 
of  the  act  by  local  assessors  relative  not  only  to  the  merits  and 
practicability  of  a  uniform  date  for  assessment,'  but  also  concerning 
the  details  of  such  changes  in  administration  as  the  law  would  make 
necessary,  and  there  has  been  ample  opportunity  for  them  to  become 
familiar  with  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  In  many  instances  the  changes  made 
necessary  by  the  provisions  of  this  law  are  slight;  some  mimici- 
palities  are  already  assessing  their  property  in  accordance  with  its 
provisions  and  no  serious  difficulties  or  confusion  are  anticipated  as  a 
result  of  the  law  becoming  operative. 

Chap.  1864,  Pvb.  Laws,  January  session,  1920,  amends  Section  11, 
sub-section  (4)  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912.  This  section  provides  for 
making  allowance,  in  determining  taxable  corporate  excess,  for  such 
prop^ty  as  is  exempt  from  taxation  or  is  not  taxable  in  this  State  in 
such  manner  as  the  circumstances  make  equitable.  The  amendment 
adds  the  proviso  "that  in  making  such  allowance  for  bonds  and  other 
securities  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State  the  par  value  thereof 
shall  be  deducted."  This  law  became  effective  December  31,  1920, 
and  its  effect  will  not  be  apparent  until  after  the  returns  required  to 
be  filed  on  or  before  March  first  of  this  j^ear  have  been  analyzed  and 
computed. 

Chap.  1768,  Pub.  Laws,  January  session,  1919,  authorized  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to  destroy  certain  returns  filed  by  cor- 
porations under  the  provisions  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912.  A  large 
number  of  returns  were  destroyed  by  incineration  under  the  boilers 
of  the  State  House  in  the  presence  of  the  entire  Board.    This  aflForded 
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relief  to  the  congested  files  of  the  office,  and  made  available  space 
which  was  urgently  required  for  new  returns  and  other  important 
documents. 

Direct  State  Tax. 

Chapter  1773  of  the  Public  Laws,  passed  at  the  January  session, 

1919,  increased  the  direct  State  tax  for  that  year  by  six  cents  on  each 
$100  of  local  assessed  valuation,  one-half  of  the  revenue  collected 
from  the  increase  in  rate  to  be  expended  for  the  construction,  im- 
provement and  maintenance  of  State  roads.  This  addition  was 
operative  for  1919  only,  and  increased  the  direct  State  tax  rate  from 
nine  to  fifteen  cents.  This  rate  is  the  highest  that  has  been  in  effect 
since  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912.  For  a  considerable  period 
previous  to  1912  the  rate  had  been  eighteen  cents  on  each  $100  of 
assessed  valuation. 

Chapter  1834  of  the  Public  Laws,  passed  at  the  January  session, 

1920,  increased  the  rate  three  cents,  or  from  nine  to  twelve  cents,  on 
each  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation,  and  all  of  the  pro- 
ceeds from  this  increase  were  to  be  expended  for  the  construction, 
improvement  and  maintenance  of  State  roads.  Like  Chapter  1773, 
the  addition  was  to  be  operative  for  one  year  only. 

In  1919,  $1,283,748.78  was  received  from  the  operation  of  the 
fifteen  cent  rate.  This  is  not  only  the  largest  amount  ever  received 
by  the  State  as  a  direct  tax  upon  property  locally  assessed,  but  also 
was  the  largest  percentage,  24.12%,  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State 
received  from  the  direct  tax  since  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912. 
This  percentage,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  is  too  large  and  addi- 
tional revenue  if  required,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  should  be 
derived  from  some  other  source  or  sources. 

The  receipts  from  the  direct  tax  in  1920  were  $1,099,471.78,  show- 
ing a  decrease  of  approximately  $185,000  from  1919.  This  decrease 
is  due  entirely  to  the  reduction  in  the  rate  from  fifteen  cents  to 
twelve  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation. 
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Local  assessed  valuations,  the  base  upon  which  the  rate  is  imposed, 
increased  16.55%  or  $140,319,475  over  the  valuations  of  191&. 

A  marked  decrease  is  noted  in  the  amount  received  as  the  share  of 
the  State  in  certain  licenses  and  fees  from  the  several  municipalities. 
Revenue  from  these  sources  decreased  from  $168,815.54  in  1918  to 
$94,215.48  in  1919  and  the  decrease  continued  during  1920,  $44,062.15 
being  received  in  that  year.  This  decrease  is  readily  accounted  for 
by  the  elimination  of  liquor  licenses  as  a  source  of  sevenuc. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  item  *' miscellaneous*'  in  Table  I  is 
unusually  large.  The  increase  is  due  to'  the  receipt  of  $184,771.16 
from  the  Federal  Government  for  public  roads  and  $120,937.64 
which  was  transferred  to  this  account  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
bridge  loan. 

The  returns  from  other  sources  of  State  revenue  generally  in- 
creased, notably  from  the  corporate  excess  tax,  tax  on  savings 
accounts  and  the  tax  on  net  estates  and  inheritances.  These  in- 
creases met  in  large  part  the  demand  for  additional  revenue,  and 
would  have  been  sufficient  except  for  the  falling  off  in  receipts  from 
the  franchise  taxes  on  certain  public  utilities. 

Increased  cost  of  administration,  because  of  the  increased  cost  of 
commodities  and  labor,  while  perhaps  the  principal  factor  in  neces- 
sitating additions  to  revenue  was  not  the  only  one.     Two  sources 
of  revenue  have  been  withdrawn,  temporarily  at  least,  and  both  have 
had  a  marked  effect  upon  State  and  local  revenues;  liquor  licenses, 
and  the  franchise  taxes,  State  and  municipal,  of  the  local  trolley 
lines.     The  first  of  these  is  without  the  scope  of  this  report,  except 
to  call  attention  to  its  elimination  as  a  possible  source  of  revenue; 
the  second  concerns  us  more  direotly  because  it  is  substantially,  if 
not  entirely,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.     The  franchise 
taxes  imposed  by  Chapter  216  of  the  General  Laws,  or  paid  because 
of  franchise  agreements,  upon  the  street  railways  have  not  been  paid 
since  1917  by  the  companies  now  in  the  hands  of  receivers.    The 
financial  condition  of  this  transportation  system  is  unfortunately 
similar  to  that  of  many  others  throughout  New  England,  and  in  fact 
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throughout  the  country.  An  analysis  of  the  situation  is  not  per- 
tinent to  this  report,  but  the  Board  considers  it  important,  so  far  as 
the  revenues  of  the  State  and  municipalities  are  concerned,  to  call 
attention  to  certain  conditions  which  seem  to  indicate  that  little 
revenue  is  likely  to  accrue  from  this  source  in  the  near  future. 

Regulation  of  public  utilities  by  state  and  federal  authority  has 
developed  to  such  an  extent,  and  the  return  on  capital  has  been 
reduced  by  this  and  other  causes  to  such  a  point,  that  any  increase 
in  the  cost  of  operation  must  be  immediately  reflected  in  an  increased 
rate,  deterioration  of  service,  or  even  a  cessation  of  the  service 
altogether.  Many  miles  of  electric  railway  in  this  State  have  already 
l)een  junked  and  a  very  large  proportion  of  that  which  remains  in 
operation  has  been  able  to  do  so  only  because  franchise  taxes  have 
not  been  paid,  and  capital  has  received  little,  if  any,  return  for  a 
considerable  period.  It  is  prudent  therefore,  no  matter  what  the 
ultimate  decision  regarding  the  properties  may  be,  not  to  anticipate 
any  immediate  revenue  from  this  source. 

The  fact  that  the  consumer  pftys  the  tax  has  been  generally  recog- 
nized, and  seems  to  be  so  recognized  much  more  fully  now  than 
before  taxation  took  so  substantial  a  portion  of  property  as  it  has 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  but  knowledge  of  this  fact  does  not  seem 
to  constitute  a  sufficient  compensation  for  an  increase  in  the  rates 
charged  by  a  public  utility,  particularly  if  the  utility  happens  to  be  a 
common  carrier.  Much  has  been  said,  and  still  may  be  said,  in 
favor  of  a  direct  tax,  one  that  is  immediately  recognized  and  felt,  but 
it  may  easily  be  too  obvious,  and  so  frequently  imposed  and  collected 
as  to  cause  great  dissatisfaction  among  a  large  class,  and  while  it 
may  be  both  legally  and  economically,  even  morally  sound,  causes  so 
much  dissatisfaction  that  it  is  impracticable.  It  is  quite  evident 
that  public  utilities  are  not  for  the  present  at  least  to  be  the  fruitful 
sources  of  revenue  that  they  have  been  in  the  past  so  far  as  franchise 
taxes  are  concerned.  Taxes  up>on  their  physical  property,  except  in 
exceptional  cases,  such  as  where  operation  is  discontinued  or  partial 
or  total  exemption  is  necessary  to  warrant  continuation  of  service, 
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may  be  expected  to  provide  substantially  the  same  amount  of  revenue 
as  formerly. 

Local  Assessments. 

The  increased  costs  of  materials  and  labor  have  been  felt  by  all 
taxing  jurisdictions,  and  in  some  cases  the  additional  revenue  re- 
quired for  ordinary  current  expenses  has  been  very  substantial.  The 
increase  in  real  estate  and  commodity  values  generally  is  reflected 
in  the  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  these  classes  of  property 
in  the  tax  lists  of  many  of  the  municipalities.  The  increase  in  valua- 
tion, however,  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  actual  rise  in  values.  The 
assessed  value  of  property  always  lags  in  respect  to  the  actual  move- 
ment of  values,  and  this  occurs  to  a  much  greater  extent  on  a  rising 
than  on  a  falling  market;  in  the  former  instance  the  assessor  must 
accomplish  his  work  practically  unassisted,  while  in  the  latter  sub- 
stantially the  whole  body  of  taxpayers  is  ready,  and  almost  too 
ajixious,  to  supply  the  assessing  authorities  with  evidences  of  de- 
creasing values. 

The  movement  of  real  estate  values  as  a  whole  is  gradual  and  a 
few  sales  at  a  high  price  are  apt  to  be  misleading;  also  a  rapid  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  building  materials  and  labor  does  not  warrant 
an  immediate  and  widespread  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of 
old  buildings  merely  because  of  the  great  increase  in  cost  of  repro- 
duction. The  large  number  of  leases  for  long  terms  and  the  very 
large  number  of  tenants  by  the  year  are  important  factors  in  stabiliz- 
ing real  estate  values,  and  make  attempts  at  reflecting  transitory 
fluctuations  in  the  real  estate  market  extremely  diflicult,  and  also 
dangerous,  particularly  when  assessed  valuations  must  be  determined 
with  considerable  rapidity,  and  over  wide  areas,  as  is  usually  the  case. 
It  is  therefore  unwise  as  well  as  impractical  to  follow  closely  fluctua- 
tions in  real  estate  values,  and  large  increases  in  revenue  from  that 
source  in  cases  of  emergency  should  be  met  in  part  by  an  increase  in 
the  tax  rate.  This  method — increasing  both  assessed  valuations  and 
the  rate — is  likely  to  result  in  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  the 
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burden  than  a  hurried  and  more  or  less  frantic  effort  to  increase  values 
alone.  There  are  present,  in  such  an  emergency  as  we  have  ex- 
perienced during  the  last  few  years,  substantial  evidences  of  a  per- 
manent increase  in  values,  and  these  should  be  promptly  differ- 
entiated from  temporary  fluctuations,  and  such  increases  should  be 
added  to  assessed  valuations  with  all  reasonable  expedition.  If  this 
is  done  there  should  be  a  balance  between  the  increase  in  valuation 
and  the  increase  in  rate  which  will  produce  a  much  better  result  both 
in  revenue  and  in  the  distribution  of  the  burden. 

Chapter  1846  of  the  Public  Laws,  passed  at  the  January  session, 
1920,  amended  Section  22  of  Chapter  46  of  the  General  Laws  by 
increasing  the  local  rate  of  taxation  allowed,  without  special  legisla- 
tive enactment,  from  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  of  ratable  value  to 
two  and  one-half  per  cent.  This,  so  far  as  a  large  number  of  munici- 
palities are  concerned,  was  a  practical  elimination  of  the  limitation 
on  the  taxing  power  of  the  cities  and  towns  formerly  exercised  by  the 
legislature.  The  effect  of  allowing  such  a  high  rate  by  general  law, 
it  appears  to  the  Board,  has  already  resulted  in  a  tendency  to  meet 
demands  for  increased  revenue  by  the  simple  expedient  of  increasing 
the  rate  and  avoiding  the  labor  and  criticism,  usually  unjust,  neces- 
sarily involved  in  a  revaluation  or  in  keeping  the  assessment  up 
to  date. 

The  higher  the  tax  rate  the  more  burdensome  and  inequitable 
become  irregularities  in  valuation,  and  for  this  reason  popular  dis- 
content frequently  brings  about  a  gradual  readjustment  of  values, 
and  the  evil  tends  somewhat  to  correct  it§elf.  This  method  does  not 
commend  itself  however,  even  if  it  worked  out  perfectly  in  the  end, 
for  until  a  sufficient  number  of  taxpayers  become  thoroughly  aroused 
to  the  situation,  which  requires  a  considerable  time,  much  injustice 
is  done. 

Tax  limitation  is  a  subject  which  has  received  much  attention  from 
assessors  and  tax  officials  generally,  and  it  is  conceded,  practically 
without  dissent,  that  a  stringent  limitation  of  the  tax  rate  produces 
very  favorable  results  in  the  way  of  full  valuations.     It  is  in  fact 
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recognized  as  one  of  the  best  methods  by  which  to  bring  about 
accurate  assessments.  The  rate  fixed  by  this  amendment  to  the 
General  Laws  is  much  too  high,  and  should  be  reduced  to  not  more 
than  one  and  three-quarters  per  cent.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  this  limited  rate  does  not  necessarily  apply  to  the  raising  of  such 
funds  as  may  be  required  for  paying  the  indebtedness  of  the  town 
or  city,  or  interest  thereon,  for  the  sinking  fund,  for  extraordinary 
repairs  for  damages  caused  by  the  elements,  for  opening  or  improving 
public  highways,  or  for  any  public  sewer.  It  appears  that  under 
ordinary  circumstances  a  municipality,  with  the  exceptions  just 
noted,  could  meet  its  expenses  if  the  assessed  valuation  represented 
full  and  fair  cash  value,  by  a  rate  of  one  and  three-quarters  per  cent, 
of  its  assessed  valuation.  If  not,  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
should  be  directed  to  its  financial  condition  by  an  application  on  the 
part  of  the  municipality  itself  for  permission  to  increase  the  rate. 

An  attempt  to  obtain  the  large  increase  in  revenue  required  by 
many  of  our  municipalities  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  en- 
tirely  by  an  increase  in  rate,  or  an  increase  in  valuation  alone,  can 
result  in  nothing  but  a  very  inequitable  distribution  of  the  tax. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  which  of  these  evils  is  the  lesser,  in  case  a 
choice  must  be  made.  It  is  probably  sufficient  to  say  that  either  is 
bad  enough,  and  that  neither  should  be  employed  alone  if  avoidance 
is  possible.  This  department  knows  of  no  instance  where  the  in- 
crease in  assessed  values  has  been  carried  to  excess;  in  fact  it  is  quite 
apparent  that  under-valuation,  even  as  referred  to  pre-war  values 
is  quite  widespread  and  should  be  corrected.  Many  municipalities 
have  increased  their  rates  far  beyond  what  would  be  required  if  a 
full  and  fair  cash  value  were  used  as  the  basis  of  assessment,  and  they 
cannot  escape  for  long,  if  at  all,  the  bad  effects  incident  to  careless  or 
under-valuations.  There  are  very  few  municipalities  in  the  State 
whose  assessments  even  approximate  full  and  fair  cash  value.  Atten- 
tion is  again  called  to  this  positive  defect  in  our  tax  system  because 
the  sudden  demand  for  increased  revenue  has  made  it  prominent. 
It  is  a  defect  beyond  the  power  of  the  assessors  in  most,  if  not  all, 
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cases.  It  goes  farther  than  that,  and  to  be  remedied  requires  ade- 
quate compensation  for  assessors,  a  sufficient  length  of  tenure  of 
ofiBce  to  make  efficiency  possible,  a  suitably  equipped  office,  and  at 
least  some  hope  that  efficient  and  honest  service  will  not  be  rewarded 
by  defeat  at  the  polls. 

The  average  tax  rate  on  real  estate  and  tangible  property  has 
increased  from  $14.94  in  1912  to  $20.97  in  1920.  As  the  rate  in- 
creases, accuracy  of  assessment  becomes  more  and  more  necessary  if 
glaring  inequalities  are  to  be  avoided.  This  increase  in  the  average 
tax  rate  has  come  about  with  practically  a  stationary  direct  state  tax, 
and  a  very  substantial  increase  in  the  amount  of  intangibles  assessed. 
While  this  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  has  been 
substantial  it  falls  far  short  of  reaching  anything  like  the  full  amount 
of  such  property  taxable  in  the  State,  and  in  some  cases  its  absence 
from  the  tax  roll  is  inexplicable  except  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the 
ommission  is  intentional. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  State  as  fixed  by  the  assessors 
of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  $800,837,838  for  1918;  $847,647,771 
for  1919,  and  $987,967,246  for  1920,  shows  the  very  substantial 
increase  of  $187,129,408  for  the  two  years  covered  by  this  report. 
The  increased  are  distributed  rather  unevenly  both  as  to  localities  and 
the  different  classifications.  Land  valuations  were  increased  $1 1,345,- 
451;  buildings  and  improvements  $76,873,225;  tangible  personalty 
$44,877,250,  and  intangible  personalty,  $53,944,508.  The  increases 
in  valuation  were  much  greater  in  1920  than  in  1919,  which  is  readily 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  assessed  valuations  do  not  follow 
the  market  values  promptly,  and  this  is  particularly  so  with  respect 
to  real  estate.  The  large  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  in- 
tangibles is  significant,  and  is  accounted  for  by  one  large  assessment. 

The  percentage  of  increase  in  the  total  valuation  of  land  in  1919  is 
1.53%  and  in  1920,  4.08%. 

There  have  been  in  a  number  of  municipalities  very  substantial 
increases  in  land  valuation  during  the  last  two  years,  notably  in  Bar- 
rington,  16.08%;  Burrillville,  9.03%;  Charlestown,  19.64%;  Crans- 


18  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

ton,  33.77%;  Johnston,  18.87%;  Newport,  12.06%;  Warren, 
10.56%;  Woonsoeket,  15.90%.  The  other  municipalities  show  very 
moderate  gains,  few  going  above  5%. 

For  the  year  1919  eight  municipalities  show  a  decrease  in  the 
valuation  of  land.  Five  of  these  are  negligible,  so  far  as  amount  is 
concerned,  as  the  average  loss  in  these  five  cases  is  approximately 
twenty-three  one-hundredths  of  one  per  cent.  The  losses  in  the  other 
three  cases  are  2.64%,  7.88%  and  8.68%  respectively.  These  losses 
are  substantial,  and  the  latter  is  accounted  for  to  some  extent  by  an 
adjustment  between  the  valuations  of  land  and  buildings,  but  none  of 
these  decreases,  seems  justifiable. 

For  the  year  1920  eight  municipalities  also  show  a  decrease  in  land 
valuation;  except  in  four  cases,  however — Foster,  Narragansett, 
New  Shoreham  and  West  Warwick — they  are  not  the  same  munici- 
palities that  showed  a  decrease  for  the  preceding  year.  Four  cases 
are  negligible,  as  the  decrease  is  only  approximately  twenty-one 
one-h\mdredths  of  one  per  cent.  The-  average  in  the  four  remain- 
ing cases  is  3.08%,  the  maximum  being  5.91%. 

The  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements  fell  off  in  four 
municipalities  in  1919;  in  two  the  decrease  was  substantial, 
6.10%  and  12.40%  respectively.  There  was  but  one  town  which 
showed  a  decreased  valuation  of  its  buildings  and  improvements  in 
1920,  and  that  was  slight,  1.20%,  and  would  not  be  of  particular 
consequence  except  for  the  fact  that  this  municipality  shows  a 
decrease  in  each  classification  of  physical  property  listed. 

Some  municipaUties  show  quite  substantial  increases  in  the  valua- 
tion of  buildings  and  improvements,  and  in  many  of  the  cases  the 
increase  is  due  almost  entirely  to  an  increase  in  valuation  and  not  to 
additions.  Increases  running  from  9.70%  to  26.83%  are  found 
in  thirteen  municipalities  in  1920,  but  12.€6%  is  the  greatest  in- 
crease shown  by  any  in  1919,  which  seems  to  indicate  clearly  that 
valuations  of  buildings  and  improvements  are  reflecting  the  in- 
creased cost  of  building  materials  and  labor  much  more  promptly 
and  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  increases  in  land  values,  as  shown  by 
the  tax  lists. 
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The  total  valuations  of  land,  buildings  and  improvements  show 
an  increase  of  2.84%  for  1919  and  14.03%  for  1920. 

The  total  increase  for  the  two  years,  1919  and  1920,  in  tangible 
personalty  was  $44,877,250.  This  substantial  gain  was  largely  in 
1920,  as  only  $12,880,774  of  the  total  is  attributable  to  1919.  For 
the  two  years  covered  by  this  report  seventeen  municipalities  show 
increases  of  more  than  20%  and  several  over  50%.  The  largest 
single  increase  was  $17,243,400.  Four  municipalities  show  a  de- 
crease for  the  two  years. 

The  total  increase  in  the  valuation  of  intangibles  is  $53,944,- 
508,  but  this  very  encouraging  figure  is  due  mainly  to  one  large 
assessment.  Eliminating  that,  the  increase  is,  however,  better 
than  the  average.  An  analysis  of  the  statistics  in  reference  to  the 
assessment  of  this  class  of  property  is  rather  more  interesting  than 
satisfactory.  The  percentages  of  increase  or  decrease  vary  from 
1,334.80%  to  — 74.42%.  We  find  such  discrepancies  as  an  increase 
of  516.91%  in  1919  and  a  decrease  of  2.38%  the  next  year,  and  in 
another  case  an  increase  of  something  like  270%  in  1918  and  a 
decrease  of  approximately  75%  the  next  year.  Nineteen  munici- 
palities show  a  gain  one  year  and  a  loss  the  other,  fifteen  show  a  gain 
both  years,  and  five  show  a  loss  both  years.  It  is  usually  the  case 
when  the  intangible  valuation  is  very  substantially  increased  one 
year  that  it  falls  off  somewhat  the  next,  and  the  statistics  from  1912 
to  the  present  year  indicate  that  the  assessment  of  intangibles  is  very 
irregular  in  many  of  the  jiuisdictions.  The  substantial  increases  for 
the  two  years  under  discussion  are  uneven  in  nearly  all  cases.  For 
instance,  we  have  an  increase  of  1.89%  and  a  decrease  of  1.62%  in 
alternate  years,  and  again  a  decrease  of  6.43%  and  an  increase  the 
following  year  of  44.21%.  The  increase  in  this  class  of  property 
assessed  since  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  amounts  to  approxi- 
mately $170,000,000. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  the  local  assessments 
of  the  last  two  years  that  the  conditions  under  which  the  assessments 
were  made  were  usually  difficult.    The  rapid  fluctuations  in  values, 
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particularly  during  the  last  year,  the  variable  amoimts  of  tangibles 
subject  to  taxation,  and  the  adjustments  necessar>'  in  revenue  made 
the  task  of  the  assessor  even  more  tr>'ing  and  exacting  than  usual. 

G>rporate  Excess  Tax. 

The  tax  upon  the  corporate  excess  of  manufacturing,  mercantile 
and  miscellaneous  corporations  shows  a  very  substantial  gain  in  the 
two  years  covered  by  this  report,  and  the  number  of  corporations 
liable  to  the  tax  also  increased  from  1,752  in  1918  to  2,186  in  1920. 
The  total  corp)orate  value  of  corporations  assessed  a  corporate 
excess  tax  increased  from  $505,387,443.75  in  1918  to  $564,772,183.17 
in  1920,  and  the  assessed  valuation  of  corporate  real  estate  increased 
from  $88,946,605.78  to  $95,647,736.60  in  the  same  period.  The 
assessed  valuation  of  tangible  personalty  also  shows  the  very  large 
increase  of  approximately  $25,000,000.  This  with  the  increase  in 
the  assessed  value  of  real  estate  gives  a  ^otal  increase  in  the  valuation 
of  corporate  physical  property  locally  assessed  of  somewhat  over 
$31,000,000  for  the  two  years,  1919  and  1920. 

Corporations  generally  reduced  considerably  their  holdings  of 
exempt  securities.  This  reduction  was  most  noticeable  in  1919  when 
they  fell  off  from  $92,426,568.72  to  $49,609,785.22.  In  1920  a  still 
further  reduction  of .  approximately  $11,500,000  occurred,  giving  a 
total  decrease  for  the  two  years  of  $54,249,939.64.  This  very  sub- 
stantial reduction  in  the  value  of  property  allowed  as  a  deduction  in 
determining  the  value  of  the  taxable  property  more  than  offset  the 
increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  and  tangible  per- 
sonalty locally  assessed,  which  is  also  allowed  as  a  deduction,  and 
the  total  deductions  for  these  items  in  1920  was  some  $22,500,000 
less  than  in  1918. 

The  taxable  corporate  excess  increased  more  than  $84,000,000 
in  the  last  two  years,  and  resulted  in  a  gain  in  revenue  of  $310,023.66 
in  1920  over  1918. 

The  character  and  extent  of  these  increases  indicate  clearly  that 
the  method  of  taxing  corporate  excess  employed  by  this  State  results 
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in  a  sufficiently  prompt  and  accurate  reflection  of  increases  in  cor- 
porate values  for  practical  purposes,  even  under  the  unusual  condi- 
tions encountered  during  the  last  three  years,  and  it  should  be  borne 
distinctly  in  mind  in  this  regard  that  this  mefthod  of  taxation  will 
show  at  least  the  same  accurate  reflection  of,  and  probably  respond 
much  more  promptly  to,  a  decline  in  values. 

Method  of  Apportionment  Upheld. 

One  of  the  fundamental  maxims  of  taxation  is  that  no  state  can 
tax  property  not  within  its  jurisdiction.  Under  our  law  this  prin- 
cipal is  of  major  importance  in  the  matter  of  the  taxation  of  cor- 
porate excess  of  corporations  doing  business  both  within  and  without 
the  State.  Section  11,  sub-section  (2),  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  pro- 
vides that  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  corporate  excess  of  such 
corporations  taxable  in  this  State,  the  total  corporate  value  shall  be 
first  ascertained  and  a  portion  of  this  total  value  shall  be  then  appor- 
tioned to  this  Stat€  by  the  Board  upon  some  equitable  basis.  Several 
large  corporations  doing  business  both  within  and  without  this  State 
recently  attacked  the  constitutiorality  of  this  section  of  the  act 
before  our  Supreme  Court,  alleging  that  it  imposed  a  tax  on  property 
not  located  in  this  State;  that  it  delegated  to  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  the  power  of  taxation;  and  that  it  permitted  dis- 
crimination among  corporations  of  the  same  class.  The  court 
unanimously  held  that  the  section  was  constitutional  and  was  not 
open  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  petitioners. 

This  question  of  the  apiX)rtionment  of  interstate  values  is  one  of 
the  acute  problems  in  taxation  today,  and  in  view  of  the  difficulties 
experienced  by  many  states  in  attempting  to  reach  equitable  results 
by  the  use  of  hard  and  fast  statutory  rules  of  apportionment,  the 
wisdom  imderlying  the  administrative  features  of  our  act,  which 
provides  no  absolutely  fixed  method,  but  imposes  upon  the  Board 
the  duty  of  making  the  apportionment  upon  an  equitable  basis,,  or 
in  other  words,  in  accordance  with  the  facts  in  each  case,  is  manifest. 
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The  points. at  issue  were  of  necessity  ruled  upon  by  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  immediately  upon  the  passage  of  Chapter  784 
of  the  Public  Laws,  approved  March  28,  1912,  amending  Section  11, 
sub-section  (2)  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  Board  has  consistently 
followed  its  ruling  without  modification.  The  questions  upon  which 
the  court  rendered  its  decision  had  been  frequently  argued  before  the 
Board,  but  no  appeal  was  resorted  to  until  the  law  had  been  enforced 
as  interpreted  by  the  Board  for  eight  years.  The  practice  had  there- 
fore become  well  established,  and  in  many  cases  attorneys,  while 
questioning  the  constitutionality  of  the  sections  contested,  refrained 
from  appealing  from  the  ruling  of  the  Board  because  of  the  reasonable 
and  equitable  nature  of  the  results. 

This  decision,  sustaining  the  ruling  of  the  Board,  constitutes  a 
positive  settlement,  so  far  as  the  courts  of  the  State  are  concerned, 
of  questions  attacking  the  basic  theory  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and 
has  removed  the  most  serious  difficulty  incident  to  the  administration 
of  the  law. 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax. 

Chapter  1736  of  the  Public  Laws  passed  at  the  January  session, 
1919,  amended  Chapter  1362  of  the  Public  Laws  passed  at  the 
January  session,  1916,  which  provides  for  a  franchise  and  minimum 
tax  on  domestic  manufacturing,  mercantile  and  miscellaneous  cor- 
porations. The  ^.mendment  provides  a  much  simpler^  method  by 
which  charters  are  forfeited  for  non-compliance  with  the  law  than 
was  provided  in  the  original  act,  and  relieves  the  Superior  Court 
and  the  Attomey-Generars  department  from  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  troublesome  detail  work.  The  law  imposing  this  tax  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  allow  the  for- 
feiture penalty  for  non-payment  of  the  tax  to  be  imposed,  and  under 
this  provision  two  thousand  one  himdred  and  sixty-five  charters 
were  forfeited  in  1919  and  seventj-five  in  1920.  It  is  evident  from 
the.foregoing  that  most  of  the  unused,  neglected  or  forgotten  charters 
have  been  forfeited,  and  consequently  the  files  of  the  Secretarj^  of 
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State  and  those  of  this  Board  have  been  cleared  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  useless  and  troublesome  documents. 

Chapter  1925  of  the  Public  Laws  passed  at  the  January  session, 
1920,  provides  for  non-par  value  stock,  so-called.  It  was  not  in- 
tended, however,  by  the  commission  framing  this  legislation  to 
interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  franchise  and  minimum  tax  law, 
and  an  amendment  was  submitted  to  the  judiciary  committee  fixing 
the  value  of  $100  per  share  upon  all  non-par  value  stock  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taxation  under  Chapter  1736  of  the  Public  Laws.  The 
prompt  enactment  of  such  a  provision  is  earnestly  recommended  in 
order  that  delay,  confusion  and  loss  of  revenue  may  be  avoided. 

The  receipts  from  this  tax  show  a  moderate  increase  but  no  marked 
change  from  those  of  previous  years.  It  is  anticipated,  however, 
that  they  will  increase  substantially  in  the  future  because  of  the  new 
general  corporation  law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1920. 

Comparative  statistics  for  the  years  1918,  1919  and  1920  are  given 
in  the  following  table : 
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Inheritance  Tax. 

The  amount  of  tax  collected  for  the  year  1920  under  the  Inheritance 
Tax  Act  of  1916  shows  a  very  large  increase  due  to  a  payment  by  one 
estate,  not  only  the  largest  estate  upon  which  the  State  has  imposed 
the  taxes  provided  for  by  the  act,  but  exceeding  in  amount  the  total 
of  all  estates  taxable  under  the  law  in  any  other  single  year  since  the 
passfi^e  of  the  act.  The  total  for  1920  therefore  is  useless  for  com- 
parison, but  if  the  amount  paid  by  this  large  estate  is  eliminated  the 
returns  show  the  same  regularity  as  in  previous  years.  In  a  State 
such  as  ours  there  may  be  from  time  to  timje  fluctuations  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  but  it  appears  that  any  great  change  is  likely  to  be  a 
sudden  increase  with  a  prompt  return  to  normal  rather  than  a  sudden 
decrease  with  a  return  to  normal. 

Chapter  1946  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1920  amends  several  sections 
of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916. 

It  provides  for  a  more  definite  limitation  of  deductions  allowed, 
and  gives  the  Board  discretionary  power  in  determining  the  propor- 
tion of  deductible  fees  and  allowances. 

The  date  at  which  interest  begins  to  run  against  the  net  estate  tax 
is  fixed,  and  also,  in  case  letters  testamentary  are  not  issued  an 
interest  period  is  provided  for.  Provision  is  also  made  for  the 
correction  of  clerical  or  other  manifest  errors  by  the  Board,  either 
before  or  after  the  payment  of  the  tax. 

The  amendment  further  provides  that  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners shall  notify  recorders  of  deeds  in  the  several  municipalities  of 
the  liens  imposed  by  the  act  upon  the  real  estate  of  decedents  on 
receipt  of  inventories  by  the  Board,  and  also  that  it  shall  notify  them 
of  the  satisfaction  of  any  such  lien  upon  the  payment  of  the  tax  or 
for  other  reasons.  This  amendment,  in  effect  since  May  5,  1920, 
was  designed  to  assist  those  searching  titles  in  determining  whether 
or  not  there  are  liens  on  the  property  in  question,  and  has  not  been 
in  operation  long  enough  to  demonstrate  whether  it  is  of  any  great 
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assistance  or  not.  Such  experience  as  the  Board  has  had  so  far  is 
sufficient  to  indicate  that  a  considerable  amount  of  detail  work  is 
imposed  by  this  law  on  the  clerical  force  of  the  department,  and  it 
appears  to  be  out  of  proportion  to  the  benefits  resulting.  Some 
confusion  is  brought;  about  by  executors  and  administrators  in- 
ventorying real  property  not  liable  to  the  tax.  In  cases  of  this  kind 
there  is  no  way  in  which  the  facts  can  be  determined  until  the  Board 
has  made  the  usual  inquiries  concerning  the  title  of  the  decedent  and 
has  ascertained  whether  the  property  is,  or  is  not,  liable  to  the  tax. 
Some  delay  and  confusion  is  likely,  in  fact  has  occurred,  because  of 
mistakes  of  this  kind,  but  as  they  are  entirely  outside  the  control  of 
the  Board  they  cannot  be  prevented.  All  that  is  possible  for  the 
Board  to  accomplish  is,  by  celerity  in  the  examination  of  inventories, 
to  discover  the  errors  as  soon  as  possible  and  correct  them  on  the 
municipal  records.  If  experience  shows  that  these  mistakes  are  very 
common,  this  provision  of  the  law  may  easily  become  more  bother 
than  it  is  worth.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  many  cases  it  is  much  easier 
to  consult  the  original  records  in  the  office  of  the  Board,  and  it  is 
certainly  much  safer  in  any  case. 

The  operation  of  the  inheritance  tax  law  continues  to  be  satis- 
factory, and  no  unusual  difficulties  of  administration  have  been 
brought  to  light,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  considerable  number 
of  large  and  complicated  estates  have  been  assessed  within  the  last 
two  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inventories  filed  and  the 
number  of  taxes  assessed,  the  amount  assessed  at  the  several  rates 
and  the  total  amount  for  the  years  1919  and  1920: 
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Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banlcs. 

A  very  substantial  increase,  $3,520.47,  in  the  revenue  derived  from 
this  source  is  shown  in  1919.  In  1920  a  further  increase,  of  $1,329.09, 
is  noted.  These  gains  are  substantial,  considering  the  base  upon 
which  the  tax  is  imposed,  and  represent  an  increase  in  the  amoiint 
of  savings  accounts  assessed  of  $1,212,392.77  for  the  two-year  period. 
The  revenue  received  in  1919  was  $29,859.81  and  in  1920,  $31,188.90. 
The  value  of  the  accounts  upon  which  this  tax  was  assessed  in  1919 
and  1920  was  $7,464,956.08.  and  $7,797,227.52,  respectively. 

Chapter  1905  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1920  amends  Chapter  1359  of 
the  Public  Laws  of  1916  by  providing  that  deposits  in  national 
banks  on  p^icipation  or  in  the  same  manner  as  in  savings  banks 
which  are  invested  in  bonds  and  securities  of  the  United  States 
subscribed  for  and  purchased  at  par  value  by  such  banks  for  their 
own  account  and  held  for  a  period  of  six  months  preceding  the  first 
day  of  July  in  each  year,  shall  be  allowed  as  a  deduction  in  returning 
the  amount  of  deposits  taxable  under  Chapter  1359.  No  serious 
difficulties  of  administration  have  developed,  and  the  operation  of 
the  law  continues  to  be  satisfactorv. 

Bank  Shares. 

This  tax  has  dwindled  to  negligible  proportions  and  thus  demon- 
strated the  wisdom  of  repealing*  the  sections  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912 
which  imposed  it.  The  tax  assessed  in  1918  was  $8,994.91  and  in 
1919  it  was  $3,977.40.  In  1920  the  assessment  showed  a  still  further 
decline  to  $2,302.35.  The  number  of  banks  obliged  to  file  returns 
under  the  provision  of  the  act  was  thirty-four  and  less  than  half  that 
number  were  assessed.  Under  the  law  as  it  is  at  present,  resident 
owners  of  bank  shares  are  taxable  locally  on  the  full  and  fair  cash 
value  of  their  shares,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  considerably 
more  revenue  will  be  obtained  from  this  class  of  property  by  this 
method  than  was  obtained  by  the  one  just  discarded.    Whether  this 

^Repealed  by  Pub.  Laws,  Chap.  1899,  approved  April  23,  1920. 
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proves  to  be  the  fact  or  not,  a  large  number  of  banks  will  be  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  filing  a  bulky  and  complicated  return  from 
which  no  revenue  resulted.  Such  revenue  as  was  received  through 
the  fourteen  banks  whose  shares  were  taxed  was  scarcely  sufficient 
to  pay  the  cost  of  assessment  and  collection.  All  banks  and  trust 
companies  are  now  on  the  same  footing  so  far  as  the  taxation  of  bank 
shares  is  concerned,  as  these  shares  are  now  taxable  to  the  holder 
according  to  their  value,  and  will  no  longer  escape  taxation  because 
of  the  nature  of  the  securities  held  by  the  banks  or  trust  companies 
issuing  the  stock. 

Tax  Conferences. 

The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  annual  conferences  on  taxation  under 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Tax  Association  were  held  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  June  17th  to  19th,  1919,  and  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  Sep- 
tember 6th  to  10th,  1920,  respectively,  and  were  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives from  this  Board.  These  conferences  were  productive  of 
much  valuable  information  of  a  character  which  could  have  been 
obtained  in  no  other  way  than  by  personal  contact  with  adminis- 
trative officials  of  other  states  and  leading  economists  of  the  country, 
and  the  full  benefit  of  which  will  be  reflected  in  the  future  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  our  system  of  taxation. 

The  acute  stage  which  problems  connected  with  federal,  state 
and  local  taxation  have  reached  in  this  country  renders  it  all  the 
more  necessary  that  Rhode  Island  should  keep  in  as  close  touch  as 
possible  with  the  trend  of  the  most  advanceid  thought  and  practice 
in  all  states,  and  it  is  the  earnest  recommendation  of  this  Board  that 
the  policy  of  participation  in  these  conferences  on  taxation  be  con- 
tinued. At  the  conference  in  Chicago  in  1919  representatives  were 
present  from  forty-one  states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  two 
Canadian  provinces  and  at  the. Salt  Lake  City  conference  in  1920 
forty-two  states,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii  and 
the  Province  of  Ontario  were  represented.  The  Salt  Lake  City 
meeting  recorded  a  total  registration  of  371 — the  largest  conference 
in  the  history  of  the  association. 
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Probably  the  undertaking  promoted  by  the  National  Tax  Associa- 
tion which  will  prove  of  the  greatest  moment  in  the  immediate 
future  is  one  upon  which  a  sub-committee  of  the  association  is  now 
at  work — ^the  formulating  of  a  model  system  of  taxation  for  all 
states.    This  committee,  comprising  some  of  the  ablest  minds  in  the 
country,  has  been  at  work  upon  this  problem  for  several  years,  and  at 
a  meeting  held  in  December,  1920  at  Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pennsylvania, 
devoted  a  week  to  outlining  what  is  expected  to  be  its  final  report. 
While  this  report  has  not  yet  been  fully  drafted  the  committee  has 
progressed  so  far  as  to  make  it  practically  certain  that  the  scheme 
which  it  will  propose  for  a  model  system  of  taxation  will  be  in  effect 
a  combination  of  a  personal  tax  upon  incomes  and  a  tax  upon  busine^ 
incomes.    These  taxes  are  designed  to  take  the  place  of  all  of  the 
various  existing  state  and  local  taxes  upon  the  intangible  property 
of  individuals,  co-partnerships  and  corporations,  leaving  physical 
property  only  subject  to  local  assessment.    It  has  been  the  effort  of 
the  committee  to  so  frame  the  provisions  of  the  model  law  which  it 
will  recommend  as  to  render  the  system  suflBciently  elastic  to  readily 
adapt  itself  to  the  varying  industriai  and  sociological  conditions  en* 
countered  in  the  different  states,  and  to  overcome,  so  far  as  possible, 
present  inequahties  and  complexities  arising  from  overlapping  juris- 
dictions due  to  the  conflicting  provisions  of  state  laws. 

The  present  officers  of  the  National  Tax  Association  are:  Presi- 
dent, Zenas  W.  Bliss  of  Rhode  Island;  Vice-President,  Samuel  Lord, 
Minnesota  State  Tax  Commission;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Alfred 
E.  Holcomb,  Secretary  of  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company,  New  York. 

The  following  resolutions  adopted  at  the  National  Conference  at 
Salt  Lake  City  last  September  perhaps  furnish  the  best  indication  of 
the  views  of  leading  authorities  on  taxation  matters  as  to  changes 
most  needed  in  existing  Federal  and  State  tax  laws: 

^^Resolvedj  That  this  conference  is  of  the  opinion  that  serious  consideration 
should  be  given  to  devising  some  substitute  for  the  present  federal  excess  profits 
tax  and  securing  the  greatest  practicable  simplicity  in  matters  of  administ-ration 
of  federal  taxes. 
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• 

"Reeved,  That  this  conference  request  the  National  Tax  Association  to 
appoint  a  committee  or  committees  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  best  method 
of  apportioning  among  the  several  states  the  property  or  income  of  corporations 
doing  an  interstate  business,  and  such  other  subjects  involving  comity  as  it  may 
be  practicable  to  consider. 

** Resolved,  That  this  conference  endorses  the  present  policy  of  the  federal 
government  of  interchanging  information  with  the  several  states  concerning 
corporation  income  returns,  and  requests  the  executive  committee  of  the  National 
Tax  Association  to  take  such  steps  as  loay  be  expedient,  looking  towards  further 
codperation  and  interchange  of  information  between  state  and  federal  officials 
charged  with  the  administration  of  substantially  similar  taxes,  under  due  safe- 
guards against  general  publicity. 

**  Resolved,  It  is  the  sense  of  this  conference  that  under  a  model  system  or  any 
revised  plan  of  inheritance  taxes  for  the  separate  states,  the  revenues  from  such 
inheritance  taxes  be  collected  and  used  wholly  by  the  respective  states. 

"Resolved,  That  this  conference  is  of  the  opinion  that  exemptions  of  private 
property  or  income  from  taxation  should  be  confined  within  the  narrowest  possible 
limits. 

"Resolved,  That  this  conference  is  unalterably  opposed  to  the  exemption  of 
interest  from  mortgages  from  income  taxation  under  either  federal  or  state  laws, 
and  that  this  conference  is  of  the  opinion  that  salaries  of  all  public  officials  and 
the  interest  on  future  issues  of  federal,  state  or  municipal  obligations  should  be 
subject  to  income  taxation." 

The  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  tax  exemptions  were  in  line  with  a 
report  submitted  by  a  committee  of  the  National  Tax  Association 
appointed  under  authority  of  a  previous  conference  to  investigate  the 
general  subject  of  exemptions.  This  report  was  presented  by  Pro- 
fessor Carl  C.  Plehn  of  the  University  of  California,  and  characterized 
the  exemption  of  any  individual  or  class,  in  part  or  in  whole,  as 
"favoritism  or  privilege"  and  declared  it  indefensible.  Says  the 
report:  "If  the  basis  of  taxation  be  property,  all  private  property 
should  be  taxable.  Exceptions  to  this  rule  should  be  technical  only, 
and  should  never  result  in  an  actual  lessening  of  anyone's  fair  burden. 
The  only  groimd  for  absolute  exemption  from  taxation  either  of 
property  or  of  income  (revenue)  is  absolute  public  use." 

The  Board  feels  that  in  connection  with  this  reference  to  recent 
tax  conferences  attention  should  be  called  to  the  increasing  concern 
with  which  the  question  of  tax  exemptions  is  coming  to  be  almost 
universally  regarded.    The  National  Tax  Conference  declared  itself 
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upon  this  question  in  the  resolutions  above  quoted.  The  New  Eng- 
land Tax  Conference  in  1919  expressed  itself  on  this  matter  in  the 
following  resolution: 

** Resolved,  That  this  conference  place  itaeif  on  record  in  opposition  to  any 
future  extension  of  the  classes  of  property,  the  income  of  which  is  exempt  from 
taxation  under  State  or  Federal  laws." 

The  Investment  Bankers'  Association  at  its  ninth  annual  con- 
vention, October  6th,  1920,  following  a  long  preamble  in  which  the 
evils  of  exemption  are  extensively  set  forth,  adopted  this  resolution: 

**  Resolved  J  It  is  the  sense  of  this  Board  that  the  Investment  Bankers*  Associa- 
tion of  America  advocate  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  empowering  on  the  one  hand  the  Federal  taxation  of  the 
income  from  future  obligations  of  the  states  and  their  political  subdivisions  and 
on  the  other  hand  the  taxation  of  future  obligations  of  the  United  States  by  the 
states  and  their  political  subdivisions,  in  both  cases  with  proper  safeguards  limiting 
such  taxation." 

The  Savings  Bank  Section  of  the  American  Bankers'  Association 
passed  the  following  resolution  on  October  1st,  1919: 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  Savings  Bank  Section  of  the  American  Bankers' Associa- 
tion views  the  existence  of  laws  which  exempt  from  taxation  the  borrowings  of 
any  particular  class  of  citizens  as  class  legislation,  and  believes  the  exemption  of 
such  borrowings  from  taxation  interferes  with  the  revenue  system  of  the  country 
by  freeing  from  their  just  proportion  of  the  burden  of  the  war  debt  those  most 
able  to  bear  it." 

State  banking  associations  throughout  the  country  and  other 
organizations  of  tax  administrators  and  economists  generally  have 
taken  a  similar  position  on  the  question  of  exemptions. 

New  England  Conferences, — ^Under  the  auspices  of  the  New  Eng- 
land State  Tax  Officials'  Association  conferences  were  held  at  Boston 
in  December,  1919,  and  at  Burlington,  Vermont  in  December,  1920, 
in  which  representatives  from  this  department  participated.  These 
conferences  bring  together  the  State  tax  commissioners  and  students 
of  economics  of  all  the  New  England  states  and  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  furnish  an  effective  medium  for  applying  the  experience 
and  suggested  remedies  for  inequalities  in  taxation  laws  of  other 
states  to  the  solution  of  the  problems  confronting  tax  administrators 
in  the  states  adjacent  to  Rhode  Island, 


N. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS.  33 

The  New  England  association  is  a  purely  voluntary  organization 
but  its  conferences  have  attracted  such  widespread  attention,  and 
so  insistent  have  been  demands  for  the  publication  and  distribution 
of  the  proceedings  of  its  conferences,  that  the  Boston  conference  in 
1919  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  to  make  permanent  the  records 
of  the  meetings  of  the  New  England  State  Tax  Officials'  Association,  and  to 
provide  for  the  annual  publication  and  distribution  of  reports  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  conferences  of  the  association;  that  the  executive  committee  be  authorised 
and  empowered  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expense  incidental  to  the  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  this  resolution,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  it  may  deem 
advisable  to  secure  the  codperation  of  the  New  England  states,  through  their 
chief  executives,  legislatures,  or  otherwise,  in  providing  the  necessary  means  for 
meeting  such  expense,  in  such  proportion  as  may  appear  to  be  equitable." 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials!'  Association. — "The  Growing  Tendency 
Toward  Exemption  from  Taxation"  was  the  subject  of  a  learned 
discourse  by  Professor  Charles  J.  Bullock  of  the  Department  of 
Economics  of  Harvard  University  before  the  Rhode  Island  Tax 
Officials'  Association  at  its  ninth  annual  meeting  at  the  State  House 
on  pecember  22nd,  1920. 

In  view  of  the  public  interest  in  the  proposition  advanced  for  the 
exemption  of  new  dwellings  and  mortgage  investments  as  a  stimulus 
to  the  erection  of  such  buildings  in  Providence  and  other  centers  of 
population,  members  of  the  Providence  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Providence  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  the  Providence  city  govern- 
ment were  present  by  invitation. 

Professor  Bullock's  address  is  printed  in  full  in  Bulletin  No.  8  of 
the  Association,  issued  on  February  1st  of  the  present  year,  to  which 
the  attention  of  all  is  earnestly  directed. 

The  Association  in  1919  instructed  its  legislative  committee  to  take 
necessary  steps  to  secure  the  enactment  of  legislation  for  making 
automobile  registrations  more  easily  accessible  to  th^  local  assessors 
of  the  various  cities  and  towns.  As  the  result  of  this  committee's 
efforts  Chapter  1924  of  the  Public  Laws  was  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  1920,  with  the  approval  of  the  automobile  department 
of  the  State  Board  of  Public  Roads.    This  act  provides  that  the 
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Board  of  Public  Roads  shall  fiimish  without  charge  to  the  board  of 
assessors  of  each  city  and  town  on  or  before  April  1st  in  each  year,  a 
statement  of  the  motor  vehicles  registered  from  such  city  or  town 
up  to  that  date.  From  April  1st  to  June  15th  in  each  year  similar 
statements  are  to  be  furnished  the  assessors  at  least  weekly,  showing 
any  changes  in  automobile  registration  records  made  subsequent  to 
April  1st. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  in  December,  1919,  the 
principal  address  was  made  by  Hon.  John  M.  Avery,  Commissioner 
of  Taxes  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  on  the  subject,  "Listing  Farm 
Property."  This  address  also  is  printed  in  full  in  Association 
Bulletin  No.  8. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pbrcbntaqe  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

191S,  1919  AND  1920. 


CiTIBS  AMD  TOWMS. 


Bunngton, 


Bristol. 


Burrillville , 


Ceotnl  Falls. 


CbarlMtown . 


CoTentry . 


Cranston. 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich , 


East  Providenoo . 


Exeter, 


Foster. 


Qloeester. 


Year 


1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

fl918 
^^1919 
[1920 

ri918 
\  1919 
[l920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

ri918 
1919 
1920 

[1918 
•^1919 
1 1920 

fl918 
1919 
1920 

[1918 
{l919 
il920 

ri9i8 

J1919 
1 1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 


Tax  on  Land 


S12,5o0.59 
18.448.40 
19.359.00 

43.579.62 
50,440  06 
60.268.74 

16.749.37 
17.802.00 
24.349.00 

48.535.49 
58.307.99 
58.951.93 

3.276.00 
3.860.00 
3.919.50 

8,745.00 
9.171.75 
9.124.00 

97,373.71 
108,362.08 
159.670.68 

31,251.12 
35,645.96 
41.566.72 

8.103.23 
11.293.65 
11.326.05 

66,049.81 
69.970.17 
73.074.48 

4.052.49 
4.731.75 
4,758.30 

3,877.55 
3.830.90 
3.827.17 

6,658.90 
7.007.58 
8.757.60 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


21.37 
23.72 
21.80 

30.23 
30.23 
29.55 

24.39 
24.15 
22.13 

19.31 
19. M 
16.91 

27.66 
28.45 
28.28 

17.54 
17.37 
16.88 

26.49 
26.62 
27.47 

24.70 
25.06 
24.39 

22.79 
22.83 
22.33 

26.20 
25.53 
24.00 

58.49 
54.55 
53.33 

41.43 
39.95 
38.67 

39.75 
42.08 
42.34 


Tax  on 
Buildincs  and 
Improvements. 


$28,763.33 
37.996.80 
43,302.60 

75.196.53 

87,658.78 

109,513.32 

35,490.75 
39,124.80 
55,380.00 

135,287.70 
164.066.51 
184.438.61 

7.412.50 
8,351.00 
8.510.00 

27.563.75 
27.934.50 
28.671.25 

222,588.29 
246,114.44 
348,857.57 

69.086.55 
66.986.14 
79,430.40 

19,283.87 
27,175.95 
27,563.85 

144,397.76 
158.413.99 
177.356.38 

1,923.61 
2,262.60 
2.416.95 

3.362.70 
3.400.95 
3.411.08 

7,890.21 
7.408.56 
8.967.82 


Per 

Cent,  off 

Total 

Tax. 


48.98 
48.83 
48.76 

52.15 
52.53 
53.6S 

51.68 
53.07 
50.35 

53.83 

54.89 
52. 9Q 

62.59 
61.54 
61.41 

55.27 
52. 8S 
53.05 

60.55 
60.47 
60.00 

46.70 
47.10 
46.63 

64.23 
54.93 
54.34 

57.28 
57.79 
58.26 

27.76 
26.09 
27.09 

35.93 
35.45 
34.45 

47.11 
44.48 
43.35 
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TABLE  VII.-<>>ntinued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  GiiASsiFiCATxoN  to  Total  Tax, 

1918,  1919  AND  1920. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Personal. 

Total 
Tax, 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$12,007.52 

20.60 

$5,312.00 

9.05 

$58,732.44 

$58,486.88] 

16,236.80 

20.87 

5.124.40 

6.58 

77.806.40 

77.485.60  ' 

20.872.08 

23.50 

5,277.60 

5.94 

88.811.28 

88.535.88 

21.297.54 

14.77 

4,104.00 

2.85 

144,177.69 

143.782.41 

24.509.43 

14.60 

4,252.80 

2.55 

166,861.07 

166,451.43 

* 

29.600.06 

14.50 

4.626.40 

2.27 

204,008.52 

203.539.66; 

15.294.00 

22.27 

1.136.80 

1.66 

68.670.92 

68.465.42 

16.503.20 

22.39 

290.80 

.39 

73,720.80 

73.514.40 

B 

29.987.00 

27.26 

285.52 

.26 

110,001.52 

109.763.52^ 

64.893.37 

25.82 

2,627.46 

1.04 

251,344.02 

250,970.27' 

74.006.04 

24.76 

2,476.24 

.84 

298,855.78 

298.415.90 

» 

102.084.50 

29.27 

3.210.83 

.92 

348,635.96 

348.308.08, 

762.50 

6.44 

392.00 

3.31 

11,843.00 

11,762.00 

1,017.50 

7.49 

342.00 

2.52 

13,570.50 

13,493.00 

> 

1.069.50 

7.72 

350.60 

2.59 

13.858.60 

13,786.10 

11.909.25 

23.88 

1,648.80 

3.31 

49.866.80 

49,636  80 1 

♦  14.019.25 

26.54 

1,696.80 

3.21 

52.822.30 

52,661.30  • 

14.597.00 

27.01 

1,655.20 

3.06 

54.047.45 

53.873.45 

36«211.72 

9.85 

11,404.96 

3.11 

367.678.68 

366.804.55] 

40,298.07 

9.90 

12,247.30 

3.01 

407.031.89 

406.266.39 

59.715.48 

10.27 

13,147.00 

2.26 

581,390.  V3 

580.549.31, 

35.479.69 

28.05 

694.84 

.55 

126.512.20 

126.284.70 

38.746.05 

27.25 

834.84 

.59 

142,212.99 

141,977.79  ' 

48.162.40 

28.26 

1,217.24 

.72 

170,376.76 

170,143.16, 

5.817.82 

16.36 

2,356.00 

6.62 

35,560.92 

35,361.37 

8,702.10 

17.59 

2,297.60 

4.65 

49,469.30 

49.215.50 

► 

9.388.68 

18.51 

2,442.40 

4.82 

50,721.28 

50.507.08. 

36,426.68 

14.45 

5,218.98 

2.07 

252,093.23 

251.383.14] 

40.626.35 

14.82 

5,110.02 

1.86 

274.121.43 

273.495.55  > 

46,769.63 

15.36 

7,225.06 

2.38 

304,424.55 

303,876.23, 

854.36 

12.33 

98.20 

1.42 

6,928.66 

6.915.01 

1,073.10 

12.38 

605.80 

6.98 

8,673.25 

8,667.26  ■ 

1,155.60 

12.95 

591.40 

6.63 

8.922.25 

8,922.25, 

1.920.75 

20.52 

198.82 

2.12 

9,359.82 

9,225.32] 

2.139.98 

22.31 

219.62 

2.29 

9.591.45 

9,436.70  ' 

2.450.63 

24.76 

200.62 

2.12 

9.898.50 

9,744.30. 

1,791.37 

10.70 

408.16 

2.44 

16.748.64 

16.617.44 

1,825.13 

10.96 

413.10 

2.48 

16.654.37 

16.512.20  • 

2.657.65 

12.36 

402.40 

1.95 

.  20.685.47 

20,535.86, 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Percentage  or  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax,. 

1918,  1019  AND  1920. 


Crriss  AND  Towns. 


Hopkintoo , 


JamMtown, 


Johnston. 


Linooln, 


Uttls  Compton , 


Middlstown. 


NsnrscADseU. 


Nswport. 


Now  Shoreham. 


North  Kingstown , 


North  ProTidence, 


North  Smithfleld. 


Pswtuoket. 


Year. 


1918 
1919 
1920 


1918 
1919 
1920 


1918 
1919 
1920 


Tax  on  Land. 


$6,315.00 
6,480.75 
8.332.50 

16.408.09 
16.544.82 
21.444.30 

20.020.07 
28.435.80 
31.730.70 

14.500.30 
16.064.34 
20.426.83 

4.507.11 
4,581.49 
5.360.35 

12.969.80 
13.294.60 
20.393.70 

34,871.55 
34.823.42 

276.628.80 
342,347.44 
368.122.39 

8.438.50 
6,294.38 
7.314.12 

13.029.12 
14.203.56 
18,565.38 

16.618.86 
19.733.56 
21.730.73 

4,805.34 
5.081.76 
6,653.40 

291.161.50 
323.972.60 
334.180.24 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax 


22.39 
22.78 
21.64 

45.35 
45.20 
45.60 

32.26 
33.25 
31.26 

16.62 
15.78 
15.14 

29.65 
29.21 
29.38 

44.99 
44.16 
48.86 

48.10 
48.31 
48.12 

32.31 
32.69 
33.18 

43.92 
42.90 
43.67 

21.47 
21.49 
21.79 

25.68 
25.22 
25.01 

12.65 
12.75 
12.51 

23.65 
21.85 
16.78 


Tax  on 

Buildings  and 

Improvements. 


$16,560.00 
16.371.00 
22.431.20 

16.048.45 
16.:s66.80 
20.783.34 

30.621.53 
41.796.30 
49.447.10 

54.757.72 
63.273.30 
84.204.21 

5.815.42 
6.113.80 
7,373.92 

11.525.60 
12.060.80 
19.634.40 

25.587.76 
29.433.25 
29.600.81 

398.451.20 
466.300.57 
509.630.64 

7.406.00 
5.652.00 
6.515.25 

36.671.05 
40.114.34 
52.510.68 

33.843.90 
40.584.25 
44.664.37 

19.401.00 
20.552.40 
28,190.17 

619.150.35 
740.970.80 
886.174.96 


Per 

Cent,  of 

TotaJ 

Tax. 


58.76 
57.55 
58.24 

44.36 
44.44 

44.20 

49.3^ 
48.87 
48.71 

62.77 
62.15 
62.39 

38.25 
38.98 
40.42 

*39.9S 
4)^.06 
42.11^^ 

41.16 
40.77 
40.90 

46.53 
44.52 
45.93 

38.54 
38.5a 
38.88 

60.44 
60.70 
61.63 

52.28 
51.86 
51.39 

51.09 
51.59 
53.00 

50. 2S 
49.99 
44.51 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

PlHCENTAOE  OF  TaX  ASSESSED  UnDER  EaCH  CLASSIFICATION  TO   TOTAL  TaZ, 

1918,  1919  AND  1920. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Personal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 

ToUl 

Tax. 

Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Personal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

ToUl  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Net  Tax. 

M.744.50 
4.985.40 
7.165.76 

16.82 
17.53 
18.60 

$572.80 
608.40 
585.35 

2.03 
2.14 
1.52 

S28.201.30 
28.445.55 
38.514.81 

$27,846.30 
28.123.80 
38.169.81^ 

2.262.42 
2.404.06 
3.402.60 

6.25 
6.57 
7.24 

1.462.48 
1.387.78 
1,391.52 

4.04 
3.79 
2.96 

36.181.44 
36.603.45 
47,021.76 

36,115.44' 
36.649.28  - 
46,947.51^ 

8.799.75 
12,481 .00 
17,307.00 

14.18 
14.60 
17.05 

2.611.60 
2.808.60 
3.024.68 

4.21 
3.28 
2.98 

62.052.95 

85,521.70 

101.509.48 

61,953.051 
85,428.50 
101.416.28, 

17,470.53 
21.925.88 
29.722.18 

20.03 
21.54 
22.03 

508.00 
634.80 
597.20 

.58 
.53 
.44 

87.236.55 
101.798.32 
134,950.42 

87.093.33 
101,698.87 
134.837.75 

2.047.74 
2.113.20 
2.486.62 

13.46 
13.48 
13.62 

2.834.18 
2.877.68 
3.025.38 

18.64 
18.33 
16.68 

15,204.45 
16.686.07 
18.245.17 

15,203.05 
16,684.67 
18,243.57. 

2.335.00 
2.640.20 
4,293.60 

8.10 
8.77 
9.23 

1,997.20 
2.109.60 
2.170.40 

6.93 
7.01 
4.67 

28.827.60 
30.105.20 
46,492.10 

28.827.60l 

30.106.20 

46.492.10. 

5.902.50 
7.065.63 
6,845.66 

9.50 
9.79 
9.46 

770.92 

816.92 

1,110.72 

1.24 
1.13 
1.62 

62.166.01 
72.187.35 
72.380.51 

62.097.01 
72.106.85 
72,322.76 

85.740.80 
110.187.31 
119.716.67 

10.01 
10.62 
10.79 

05.441.60 
128.521.20 
112.062.40 

11.15 
12.27 
10.10 

856.262.40 
1.047.356.62 
1.109.532.00 

855.673.60 
1.046,737.02 
1.108.905.00, 

3.014.00 
2.298.75 
2.488.50 

15.60 
15.67 
14.86 

356.00 
425.20 
432.80 

1.85 
2.90 
2.68 

19.214.50 
14.670.33 
16.750.67 

19.124.50 
14.602.83 
16.664.92, 

» 

7,437.62 

8.264.97 

11.110.50 

12.26 
12.50 
13.04 

3.537.40 
3.506.50 
3.014.70 

5.83 
6.31 
3.54 

60,675.19 
66.091.37 
85.201.26 

60.331.04 
66.740.87 
84.779.96, 

> 

13.905.60 
17.513.30 
20,108.25 

21.48 
22.38 
23.  M 

364.00 
419.60 
402.00 

.56 
.64 
.46 

64.732.36 
78,250.71 
86,905.35 

64.644.76' 

78.124.71 

86,780.85, 

► 

13.570.62 
13.361.70 
17.331.83 

35.74 
33.64 
32.58 

196.22 

846.24 

1.018.64 

.52 
2.12 
1.91 

37,973.18 
39,842.10 
53.194.04 

37,919.18 
39.791.30  - 
63.126.64 

310.404.15 
407.028.00 
822.364.40 

25.21 
27.46 
31.26 

10,616.09 

10.340.49 

148.364.93 

.86 

.70 

7.46 

1.231,331.09 
1,482.311.89 
1.991,084.63 

1.229.891.89 
1.479.783.29  > 
1.989,063.73 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pbrcbntagb  or  Tax  AasiasBD  Uni>kr  Each  CLAasincATioir  to  Total  Tax, 

1918.  1919  AffD  1920. 


Cmn  AMD  Towns. 

Year. 

Tax  on  Land. 

Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

Tax  on 
BuHdinga  and 
Improvements. 

• 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Total 
Tax. 

Poitanouth 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 

1919 

[1920 

1918 

1919 

1 1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 

1919 

.1920 

19,908.79 

•9.899.04 

13.291.52 

1.965,915.26 
2.295,185.42 
2,580.438.65 

3.030.25 
3.109.25 
3.831.56 

9.248.52 
11.205.67 
11.452.07 

7.265.57 
6.729.33 
8.239.31 

16.956.24 
18.292.57 
21.636.45 

13.958.18 
14.339.66 
19.350.25 

19.520.37 
18.422.29 
23.020.70 

60.827.64 
65.599.03 
82.285.94 

53.727.65 
61.007.10 
83.798.75 

3.386.63 
3.602.25 
3.639.00 

15.394.22 
16.502.55 
19.552.51 

153,007.65 
179,812.00 
208.623  00 

43.09 
45.21 
44.11 

32.39 
31.58 
27.80 

17.71 
17.70 
16.58 

24.39 
24.79 
24.99 

15.36 
14.66 
14.90 

21.84 
22.19 
20.90 

25.40 
25.07 
23.00 

15.31 
14.99 
14.84 

27  97 
27.56 
27.33 

31.60 
31.34 
30.80 

60.70 
59.67 
59.18 

12.33 
11.25 
10.19 

25.07 

'  22.89 

21  79 

$8,519.55 

7.462.89 

11.925.00 

2.382.914.33 
2.880,090.98 
4.168.987.89 

8.348.00 

8,932.50 

11.946.25 

18.499.08 
22.410.71 
22.827.21 

22.265.74 
22.713.35 
27.437.75 

40.160.99 
43.704.60 
52.936.02 

33.883.08 
34.102.08 
52.557.44 

65.007.45 
61.868.52 
74.088.00 

118.117.38 
128.494.40 
166.054.82 

93.307.05 
107.088.75 
151.225.00 

1.523.25 
1.666.60 
1.686.75 

61.506.29 

76.223.14 

100.091.18 

271.709.30 
326.092.00 
397.431.00 

37.05 
34.08 

Plt>Tid0O06 

39.58 

39.27 
39.64 

• 

RiohmoiKl 

44.91 
48.80 
50.80 

8dtu*te 

51.69 

48.80 
40.57 

Salthfidd 

49.81 

47.08 
40.55 

South  Kingstolm 

40.60 

51.73 
53.02 

TiT«rton 

51.14 

61.66 
59.64 

Warren 

62.43 

50.97 
50.32 

Warwick 

47.76 

54.30 
54.00 

Wotterly 

55.19 

54.86 
55.02 

WMt  Greenwich 

55.50 

27.30 
27.60 

West  Wannok 

27.42 

49.33 
51.95 

Woonaoeket 

52.14 

44.53 
41.51 

41.51 

Th«  Statb 

$3,398,266.18 
3,934.485.10 
4.457.149.94 

29.37 
28.67 
25.80 

$5,169,957.01 
6.097.235.05 
8.078,174.19 

44.67 
44.44 

46.76 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pbrcentaob  or  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1918,  1919  AND  1920. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

Ptor 
Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

•  Total 

Penonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Penonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$1,506.60 

6.94 

$2,971.20 

12.92 

$22,996.14 

$22,977.09 

1.564.20 

7.14 

2,970.40 

18.57 

21.896.53 

21.880.93 

1.962.40 

6.51 

2.954.40 

9.80 

30.133.32 

30,117.32. 

1.342.459.90 

22.12 

377.692.12 

6.22 

6.068.981.61 

6,065,954.13 

1,672.915.86 

23.02 

418,502.00 

6.76 

7.266,694.26 

7,263.463.16 

2.110.506.80 

22.74 

422.778.16 

4.65 

9,282,711.50 

9,279.237.32. 

5.422.50 

31.69 

307.84 

1.80 

17.108.59 

17,061.59 

5,216.00 

29.67 

321.84 

1.83 

17.679.59 

17.538.59  ' 

7,035.63 

30.44 

297.64 

1.29 

23.111.08 

23.059.83, 

8.364.00 

22.06 

1,799.80 

4.75 

37.911.40 

37.743.40 

10.175.90 

22.51 

1.415.70 

3.13 

46,207.98 

45,023.18  - 

10.287.90 

22.44 

1.266.20 

2.76 

45.833.38 

46.659.78, 

16.815.74 

35.55 

949.98 

2.01 

47.297.03 

47.259.63 

15.485.94 

33.78 

909.45 

1.99 

45,838.07 

46.800.67 

18.811.43 

34.01 

823.39 

1.49 

56.311.88 

56.311.88 

'   9.951.76 

12.81 

10.574.20 

13.62 

77.652.19 

77,252.14 

10,533.93 

12.78 

9.894.54 

12.01 

82,425.64 

82.047.07  • 

•14.669.10 

14.17 

14,268.64 

18.79 

103.510.21 

103,008.86, 

6.066.72 

11.04 

1.041.50 

1.90 

54.949.48 

54.752.38] 

6.702.12 

11.72 

2.042.10 

3.57 

57,186.96 

66,990.36  - 

9.403.36 

11.17 

2,860.10 

3.40 

84.180.15 

83.909.75. 

39.258.90 

30.78 

3.748.90 

2.94 

127,535.62 

127.435.77 

39.077.22 

31.78 

3.574.10 

2.91 

122,942.13 

122.840.69  • 

54.083.52 

34.86 

.      3.945.70 

2.54 

155,137.92 

155.007.68, 

20,433.39 

9.39 

18.143.98 

8.34 

217,522.39 

216.624.49' 

24.345.42 

10.23 

19.535.66 

8.21 

237.974.61 

237.001.06  • 

31.944.65 

10.62 

20.625.70 

6.86 

300,861.11 

299.686.69, 

12.008.80 

7.06 

11.026.80 

6.48 

170,070.30 

169.661.70 

15.128.75 

7.77 

11.430.80 

5.87 

194.665.40 

194.277.10 

25.713.75 

9.45 

11,298.40 

4.16 

272.035.90 

271.661.90, 

6.34.50 

11.40 

38.00 

.60 

5.582.38 

6.508.88) 

728.25 

12.06 

40.00 

.67 

6.037.00 

6,971.00  • 

719.25 

11.70 

104.00 

1.70 

6.149.00 

6.083.00, 

45.059.34 

36.11 

2,759.09 

2.21 

124.808.94 

124,541.25 

51.182.16 

34.88 

2.811.35 

1.92 

146.719.20 

146.400.92  - 

69.535.28 

36.23 

2,765.84 

1.44 

191,944.81 

191.507.66 

175.319.30 

28.72 

10.299.00 

1.69 

610,335.25 

609.898. 35 1 
786,092.20} 

268,337.00 

34.16 

11,345.20 

1.44 

785.586.20 

339.151.00 

36.43 

12,158.70 

1.27 

957.363.70 

956.979. 70j 

12.405,783.25 

20.79 

$598,220.92 

5.17 

$11,672,227.36 

$11,559,086.76 

3.013.365.14 

21.96 

675.909.27 

4.93 

13.720.994.66 

13.706,387.02  - 

3.926,526.94 

22.73 

813.997.86 

4.71 

17.275.848.93 

17.261,166.02. 
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TABLE  IX. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  foh 

Years  1918,  1919  and  1920. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Banington 

Bristol 

Burrillville 

Central  Falls .  . . 
Charlestown. . . 

Coventry 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East  Greenwich . 
East  Providence 


Year. 


[1918 
]l919 
[l920 


1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 


[1918 
]l919 
[1920 

ri918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

[1918 
]l919 
[l920 


1918 
1919 
1920 

fl918 
1919 
1920 


VaIuaUod. 


^5,685,925 
5,802,925 
6,458,800 

8,658,700 
8,823,900 
9,514,300 

4,772,775 
4,649,175 
5,545,280 

14,846,341 
14,711,221 
17,235,912 

1,235,000 
1,400,600 
1,432,550 

5,210,100 
5,519,750 
5,635,625 

25,779,170 
26,238,310 
33,148,885 

10,220,899 
10,290,349 
10,862,180 

3,127,875 
3,180,950 
3,280,860 

17,715,688 
19,170,038 
21,583,009 


*PopolAtioii 
(Estim«tad). 


3,452 
3,511 

3,897 

11,485 
11,697 
11,375 

8,559 
8,416 
8,606 

26,793 
25,839 
24,174 

947 
901 
759 

5,743 
5,669 
5,670 

29,453 
31,625 
29,407 

10,292 
10,204 
10,077 

3,730 
3,797 
3,290 

20,064 
21,001 
21,793 


Per  Capiu 
ValufttioD* 


$1,647.14 
1,652.78 
1,657.38 

753.91 
754.37 
836.42 

557.63 
552.42 
644  35 

554.11 
569.34 
712.99 

1,304.12 
1,554.50 
1,887.42 

907.21 
973.67 
993.94 

875.26 

829.67 

1,127.24 

993.09 
1,008.46 

1,077.92 

838  57 
837.75 
997.22 

882.96 
912. S2 
990.36 


^Estimated  1918-1919.        United  States  oensus  1920. 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Peb  Capita  Asssssbd  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  fob  tbb 

Yeabs  1918,  1919  AND  1920. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Exeter, 


Foster, 


Glooester, 


Hopkinton 


Jmmestown 


Johnston 


Lincoln 


Little  Comptou 


Middletown 


Narragansett. 


Year. 


1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

fl918 
1919 
1920 

fl9I8 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 


[1918 
h919 
[1920 

[1918 
I  1919 
[l920 

[1918 
]l919 
[l920 

[1918 
I  1919 
[1920 


Valuation. 


$548,920 
688,880 
703,240 

650,738 
668,643 
688,050 

1,398,783 
1,391,203 
1,442,391 

1,960.700 
1,986,460 
2,025,561 

3,515,890 
3,543,445 
3,722,399 

4,608,996 
4,833,145 
5,675,750 

6,311,667 
6,877,971 
7,214,591 

2,475,528 
2,548,978 
2,658,618 

3,853,100 
4,026,850 
4,236,075 

4,281,136 
4,277,940 
4,346,940 


^Population 
(EBtimated) . 


933 

962 

1,033 

1,208 

1,076 

905 

1,531 
1,491 
1,389 

2,532 
2,518 
2,316 

1,582 
1,609 
1,633 

7,235 
7,764 
6,855 

10,534 

10,612 

9,543 

1,438 
1,455 
1,389 

2,101 
2,197 
2,094 

1,467 

1,431 

993 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$588.34 
716.10 
680.77 

538.69 
621.41 
760.28 

913.64 

933.07 

1,038.44 

774.37 
788.90 
874.59 

2,222.43 
2,202.27 
2,279.49 

637.04 
622.51 
827.97 

599.17 
648.13 
756.00 

1,721.51 
1,751.87 
1,914.05 

1,833.94 
1,832.89 
2,022.95 

2,918.29 
2,989.48 
4,377.58 


•Estimated  1918-1919.        United  Stotes  oeniua  1920. 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Pan  Capita  Asbsssbd  Valuation  of  thb  Statb,  Cities  and  Towns  fos 

Years  1918,  1919  and  1920. 


Town  OB  CXTT. 


Newport. 


NewShorehftm, 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


Richmond 


Soituate 


YMr. 


(1918 
]l919 
[l920 


1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

fl918 
1919 
1920 


[1918 
h919 
[l920 


1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 

1918 
1919 
1920 


Valuation. 


$71,374,900 
84,006,900 
80,481 1000 

1,027,425 
1,051,475 
1,035,750 

5,251,915 
5,321,080 
5,295,645 

5,447,730 
5,655,265 
5,859,090 

3,192,635 
3,456,715 
3,728,520 

72,326,733 

76,057,263 

129,126,173 

4,077,115 
3,894,355 
4,133,965 

401,894,340 
422,992,000 
482,563,400 

1,752,065 
1,802,135 
1,895,385 

3,444,050 
3,467,745 
3,486,520 


*PopttlAtioa 
(Ertimatod). 


32,186 
33,188 
30,255 

1,463 
1,484 
1,038 

4,041 
3,931 
3,397 

7,488 
8,262 
7,697 

2,898 
2,959 
3,206 

62,604 
61,312 
64,248 

2,790 
2,832 
2,590 

265,176 
272,173 
237,595 

1,475 

1,477 

•  1,301 

3,382 
3,410 
3,006 


For  Capita 
ValnatioQ. 


$2,217.58 
2,531.24 
2,660.09 

702.27 
708.54 
997.83 

1,299.66 
1,353.62 
1,558.92 

727.53 
684.49 
761.22 

1,101.67 
1,168.20 
1,162.98 

1,155.30 
1,240.50 
2,009.81 

1,461.33 
1,375.12 
1,596.13 

1,515.58 
1,554.13 
2,031.03 

1,187.84 
1,220.13 
1,456.86 

1,018.34 
1,016.93 
1.159.85 


^Estimated  1918-1919.         United  States  census  1920. 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Per  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  or  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  thi 

Years  1918,  1919  and  1920. 


Towir  OB  CiTT. 


Smithfield . 


Year. 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Wftiren 


Warwick, 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick, 


Westerly 


[1918 
1 1919 
[l920 


1918 
1919 
1920 

fl918 
1919 
1920 


[1918 
1 1918 
[l920 


1918 
1919 
1920 


[1918 
]l919 
[  1920 


1918 
1919 
1920 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


1918 
1919 
1920 


Valuation. 


^Population 
(EaUmated). 


$3,942,259 
3,818,652 
3,838,413 

7,406,260 
7,283,217 
8,501,550 

4,736,282 
5,089,547 
5,780,628 

7,807,940 
7,991,965 

8,853,445 

18,712,460 
19,380,875 
20,239,965 

374,225 
405,400 
424,600 

11,278,873 
11,338,399 
11,793,156 

12,087,400 
12,480,400 
13,238,300 

37,845,300 
41,523,650 
50,280,725 

8Q0,837,838 
847,647,771 
987,967,246 


3,541 
3,792 
3,199 

5,581 
5,634 
5,181 

4,777 
4,993 
3,894 

7,870 
8,055 
7,841 

13,626 
13,602 
13,481 

515 
527 
367 

16,217 
18.018 
15,461 

10,654 

11,072 

9,952 

44,046 
44,014 
43,496 

641,409 
654,510 
604,403 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$1,113.32 
1,007.03 
1,199.88 

1,327.05 
1,292.73 
1,640.91 

991.48 
1,019.34 
1,484.49 

992.11 

992.17 

1,129.12 

1,373.29 
1,424.86 
1,601.37 

726.65 

769.26 

1,156.95 

695.50 
629.28 
762.77 

1,134.54 
1,127.20 
1,330.22 

859.22 

943.42 

1,155.98 

1,248.56 
1,296.09 
1,634.62 


*£«timated  191S-1919.        United  Statei  census,  1920. 
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IPtTBUc  Laws,  Chaptxb  709.] 

Sbc.  7.  (M  amended  by  Pti5.  Law,  1719,  Mar.  14, 1919.)  The  board  of  Uz 
eommiasionen  shaU  biennially  in  the  odd-numbered  yeaiB  report  to  the  governor, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in  such  yean,  and  the  governor  shall  f orlliK 
with  present  such  report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth 
the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  oompanies,  firms,  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each 
city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with 
the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from 
taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the  better 
assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or 
advisable:  Prcmded,  however,  that  if  the  governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the 
board  of  tax  commissioners  deems  it  necessary  or  advisable,  said  board  may 
report  at  other  times  upon  matters  relating  to  taxation. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


To  His  Excellency,  WiUiam  S.  Flynn,  Gcvemor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  769  of  the 
Public  Laws,  approved  February  15th,  1912,  as  amended  by  CIu^)ter 
1719  of  the  Public  Laws,  approved  March  14th,  1919,  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  herewith  submits  its  ninth  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
EDWARD  L.  LEAHY. 

Board  of  Tax  Commissiomrs. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  February  1,  1923. 


REPORT. 


Section  7,  Chapter  769  of  the  Public  Laws,  officially  designated  as 
"The  Tax  Act  of  1912,"  as  amended  by  Chapter  1719  of  the  Public 
Laws  passed  at  the  January  session,  1919,  provides  that  the  Board  of 
Tax  Conunissioners  shall  report  biennially  to  the  Governor  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  February  in  the  odd-numbered  years,  and  that 
the  Giovemor  shall  forthwith  present  the  report  to  the  Greneral 
Assembly.  The  section  referred  to  fmther  provides  that  such  report 
shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  com- 
panies, firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which 
such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and 
town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof, 
with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and 
town  exempt  from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any 
recommendation  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
which  said  Board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  same  general  arrangement  of  statistics  and  other  data  which 
has  been  employed  for  a  number  of  years  is  continued  in  this  report, 
but  as  the  records  of  the  department  have  now  been  kept  for  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  allow  ten-year  comparisons,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  add  several  tables,  and  as  the  data  relating  to  inheritance 
taxation  seemed  sufficient  to  warrant  it,  tables  covering  the  number 
of  estates,  the  amount  of  the  taxable  property  of  estates  and  the 
amounts  assessed  according  to  the  residences  of  the  decedents  have 
also  been  added. 

The  arrangement  of  the  tables  in  this  report  is  substantially  the 
same  as  that  employed  in  previous  reports,  thus  assuring  ease  of 
comparison  between  the  present  and  the  several  preceding  reports 
submitted  by  the  Board. 
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The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  the  follow- 
ing headings : 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  Savings  BankSi  State  Banks 
and  Trust  Companies. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 

Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures. 

Corporation  Charters. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 

Public  Service  Corporations. 

Inheritance  Taxes. 

Tax  on  Saving9  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

Rent  of  Oyster  Grounds. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

Automobile  Licenses. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  viarious  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years  from  1902  to  1922  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to 
the  total  revenue  are  set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I-a. 

The  amounts  of  taxes  paid  in  1920,  1921  and  1922,  by  corpora- 
tions, companies,  firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  General  Treas- 
urer, classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such 
taxes  are  paid,  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amounts  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations 
fixed,  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Conmxissioners  for  the  years  1920,  1921 
and  1922  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

The  aggregate  number  of  estates,  valuations,  net  estate  taxes  and 
transfer  taxes  determined  and  assessed  under  the  Inheritance  Tax 
Act  of  1916,  by  cities  and  towns,  for  the  years  1916  to  1922,  inclusive, 
are  shown  in  Table  V. 

^Under  the  heading  "Miseellaneoui"  are  oollected  mioh  items  of  revenne  mm  are  earned  by  and 
returned  to  certain  public  inttitutiona  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School,  State 
Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  proseouton.  and,  in 
general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations.  These  items  are  depend- 
ent in  meet  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  State. 
The  separate  items  are  oovered  in  the  reports  of  the  seTeral  departments  and  require  no  ooosidera* 
tion  by  this  Board. 
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The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  exemptions,  total 
property  assessed,  and  the  State  tax  for  each  city  and  town  for  the 
years  1921  and  1922  are  set  forth  in  Table  YI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  prop- 
erty by  cities  and  towns  for  the  years  1920,  1921  and  1922,  is 
shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  392  and  Chap- 
ter 769,  Section  38,  of  the  Public  Laws,  and  Chapter  56  of  the  General 
Laws,  in  1921  and  1922,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several 
cities  and  towns  is  set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  the  property  exempt  in  1921  and  1922,  under 
four  separate  headings — land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible 
personal  property,  and  intangible  personal  property — ^and  the  total 
amount  of  property  exempt  in  each  class  are  set  forth  in  Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  for  the  yeara  1920,  1921  and  1922,  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 

The  increases  or  decreases  annually  in  local  valuations,  gross  and 
net  taxes,  and  amount  of  State  tax,  by  cities  and  towns,  covering  the 
ten  years,  1913  to  1922,  are  shown  in  Table  X. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the 
enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  local  rate  for  the 
years  1911  and  1922,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X-a. 

The  total  valuations  of  property,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  classified  under  land,  buildings  and  im- 
provements, tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible  personal 
property,  with  the  per  centum  of  increase  for  each  year  from  1912  to 
1922,  inclusive,  and  per  centum  of  total  increase  for  the  ten-year 
pericd,  are  shown  in  Table  X-b. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease  for  each  year  from  1912  to 
1922,  inclusive,  is  set  forth  in  Table  XI. 
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A  Bununary  of  the  ratable  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years  1918 
to  1922,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

A  tabulated  analysis  of  the  inheritance  tax  laws  of  the  several 
states,  showing  classes  of  beneficiaries,  rates  and  amounts  of  exemp- 
tions, is  made  a  part  of  this  report  and  follows  Table  XII. 

Amendments 

The  General  Assembly,  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report, 
passed  twenty-three  laws  amending  or  modif3ring  General  Laws  and 
PubUc  Laws  having  a  more  or  less  direct  bearing  upon  taxation,  or 
the  revenues  of  the  State  or  municipalities.  Four  of  these  laws 
change  the  time  of  financial  town  meetings,  two  are  amendments  to 
the  Tax  Act  of  1912  relative  to  salaries,  two  relate  to  poll  taxes,  two 
relate  to  the  taxation  of  street  railways,  one  reduces  the  rent  of 
oyster  grounds  and  twelve  others  are  of  more  or  less  special  applica- 
tion. The  amendments  of  general  importance  are  considered  either 
in  the  text  of  this  report,  or  in  connection  with  the  several  taxes  or 
sources  of  revenue  to  which  they  apply,  or  separately  in  brief  below. 

Following  is  a  list  giving  the  chapters  of  the  Public  Laws  containing 

these  amendments,  and  a  short  explanatory  note  indicating  their 

nature  or  scope: 

January  Session,  1921. 

Chap.  2013.     Imposing  an  additional  direct  State  tax  of  three  cents  for  highway 

maintenance  in  1921. 

2019.  Extending  the  alien  poll  tax  law  to  females.  (See  1922,  Chap. 
2201.) 

2022.  Fixing  $100  per  share  as  the  par  value  of  non-par  value  stock  for 
purposes  of  the  franchise  tax  upon  domestic  corporations. 

2039.  Increasing  tax  on  premiums,  premium  deposits  and  assessments  of 
mutual  insurance  companies  from  1%  to  2%,  and  permitting 
the  deduction  of  dividends  or  portions  of  premiums  returned 
to  policyholders  in  determining  the  taxable  base. 

2046.  Providing  additional  appropriation  for  clerical  assistance  for  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  and  empowering  said  Board  to 
delegate  certain  authority  under  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of 
1916. 
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2062.  Exempting  property  of  fraternal  bodies  where  the  income  from 
such  property  ia  to  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  building  and 
maintaining  of  institutionB  for  certain  educational  or  relief 
purpoees. 

2074.  Reducing  rentals  for  oyster  grounds  less  than  twleve  feet  below 
mean  low  water  from  $10  to  S5  per  acre,  and  for  grounds  more 
than  twelve  feet  below  mean  low  water  from  S5  to  $2.50  per 
acre. 

2088.  Reclassifying  and  increasing  fees  for  the  registration  of  motor 
^    vehicles  and  operators'  licenses. 

2098.  Excepting  the  Town  of  Narragansett  from  the  operation  of  the 
itinerant  venders  law,  and  empowering  said  town  to  issue 
itinerant  venders'  licenses  and  prescribe  p)enalties,  by  ordinance. 

Act.  Relieving  the  United  Electric  Railways  Company  from  liability  to 
taxation  upon  any  rights,  powers,  privileges,  franchises  or  earn- 
ings, excepting  the  1%  State  tax  upon  gross  earnings  under  the 
Tax  Act  of  1912. 

Act.  Relieving  the  Newport  Electric  Corporation,  or  any  operating 
company  thereof,  from  liability  to  taxation  upon  any  rights, 
powers,  privileges,  franchises  or  earnings,  excepting  the  1%  State 
tax  upon  gross  earnings  under  the  Tax  Act  of  1912. 

Changes  in  Tihe  op  Financial  Town  Meetings. 

Chap.  2121.  Town  of  Barrington. 

2123.  Town  of  Charlestown. 

2146.  Town  of  Smithfield. 

2149.  Town  of  Warwick. 

Janttabt  Session,  1922. 

Chap.  2158.    Imposing  an  addi^onal  direct  State  tax  of  three  cents  for  highway 

maintenance  in  1922,  and  assenting  to  the  provisions  of  the 

Federal  Highway  Act. 
2161.     Increasing  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  Rhode  Island  Tax 

Officials'  Association. 
2173.    Providing  additional  appropriation  for  clerical  assistance  for  the 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
2200.    Changing  the  fiscal  year  of  the  State  to  embrace  the  period  from 

December  to  November,  both  inclusive,  efifective  November  30, 

1923. 


10  REPORT  OP  BOARD   OP  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

2201.  Extending  the  poll  tax  to  every  penon,  male  or  female,  of  twenty- 
one  years  or  over,  whether  or  not  a  citisen  of  the  United  States 
who  has  resided  in  the  town  where  anocoDcd  for  six  months  next 
preceding  the  date  for  assessment  of  local  taxes  in  any  year. 

2241.  Authorising  the  City  of  Providence  to  establish  a  system  of  fees 
and  charges  for  the  granting  of  licenses  or  permits  issued  under 
State  law  or  municipal  regulation. 

2282.  Authorising  the  City  of  Newport  to  exempt  from  taxation  for  ten 
years  hotel  property  located  in  said  city  in  consequence  of  such 
exemption,  including  land. 

2288.  Establishing  biennial  elections  of  tax  assessors  in  the  Gty  of 
Pawtucket. 

State  Taxes 

Chapter  2013  and  Chapter  2158  of  the  Public  Laws,  passed  at  the 
January  sessions  of  1921  and  1922  respectively,  increased  the  rate 
of  the  direct  State  tax  on  cities  and  towns  three  cents  in  each  case,  or 
from  nine  to  twelve  cents,  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed 
valuation,  and  all  of  the  proceeds  from  this  increase  were  to  be  ex- 
pended for  the  construction,  improvement  and  maintenance  of  State 
roads.  Like  Chapters  1773  and  1834,  passed  at  the  January  sessions 
in  1919  and  1920  respectively,  the  increased  rates  were  to  be  operative 
for  one  year  only. 

The  amount  received  from  the  operation  of  the  twelve  cent  direct 
State  tax  in  1921  was  $1,196,770.92,  an  increase  of  approximately 
$100,000  over  the  receipts  of  the  preceding  year.  In  1922  the 
receipts  fell  to  $1,180,143.35  and  were  approxijtnately  $16,600  less 
than  those  of  the  year  before.  This  decrease,  however,  is  apparent 
rather  than  real  as  the  total  valuation  for  1922  is  substantially  larger 
than  for  1921.  The  amount  due  the  State  in  1922  was  larger  than  in 
1921,  and  the  decrease  in  receipts  is  due  to  the  fact  that  payments 
were  delayed. 

The  year  1920  showed  the  largest  total  increase  in  assessed  valua- 
tions ever  recorded,  and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  rate  of 
increase  for  that  year  could  be  miaintained.  The  upward  tendency 
of  prices  which  had  been  very  marked  since  1913  seems  to  have  been 


BEPOBT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONEBS.  11 

definitely  checked  in  1920^  and  a  decline  is  to  be  expected  which  will 
probably  reduce  the  rate  of  increase  in  assessed  valuations. 

A  substantial  decrease  in  the  total  amount  of  intangibles  assessed 
in  1921  over  1920  is  accounted  for  by  the  very  heavy  loss — 
S23,369,810 — ^in  one  municipality.  If  this  loss  is  referred  back  to 
the  preceding  year,  as  it  should  be  if  actual  conditions  are  to  be 
indicated  by  the  statistics,  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  amount  received 
from  the  direct  State  tax  would  be  approximately  normal.  The 
unusually  large  apparent  increase  in  intangibles  assessed  one  year  and 
the  apparent  decrease  the  following  year  are  not  in  accord  with  the 
facts. 

The  amount  of  revenue  received  from  the  direct  State  tax,  while 
fluctuating  slightly  because  of  varying  rates  and  delays  in  payments 
by  municipalities,  has  steadily  increased  and  is  approximately  twice 
as  much  as  it  was  in  1902.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  this 
regard  that  the  present  rate  (twelve  cents)  is  but  two-thirds  that  of 
1902. 

This  tax  is  still  a  very  important  factor  in  the  production  of  our 
State  revenue,  but  it  is  of  much  less  importance  than  was  the  case 
fonnerly.  In  1902  this  tax  provided  43.34%  of  the  total  revenue  of 
the  State,  in  1922  but  16.45%. 

The  tax  on  corporate  excess,  the  inheritance  tax,  automobile  licenses 
and  the  tax  on  savings  and  participation  accounts  each  approximate, 
in  amount  of  revenue  produced,  the  direct  State  tax;  combined,  these 
sources  furnished  in  1922  nearly  four  times  as  much  revenue  as 
the  direct  State  tax. 

The  large  and  consistent  increases  in  the  receipts  from  automobile 
licenses  should  be  noted,  and  the  uniform  increases  from  year  to  year 
in  the  revenue  derived  from  savings  and  participation  accounts  is 
interesting,  not  only  from  the  standpoint  of  taxation,  but  also  as 
indicating  the  steady  growth  in  the  economic  strength  of  the  com- 
munity. 

There  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  1922  from  1921  in  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  tax  on  public  service  corporations.    It  is  reasonable,  how- 
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ever,  to  assume  that  under  more  stable  business  conditions  than 
prevailed  during  the  past  year,  moderate  increases  will  occur  with 
considerable  regularity. 

The  revenue  from  the  tax  on  corporate  excess  decreased  from  the 
preceding  year  both  in  1921  and  1922  as  a  direct  result  of  business 
conditions,  falling  prices,  and  liquidation.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  corporate  excess  tax  reflects  very  promptly  and  with 
considerable  accuracy  general  business  conditions,  and  that  a  decline 
in  values  or  any  considerable  interruption  of  business  will  be  iomie- 
diately  followed  by  a  falling  off  in  the  receipts  from  this  source. 

Date  for  Assessment  of  Corporate  Excess  Taxes 

When  in  the  year  1912  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  undertook 
the  administration  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  it  immediately  became 
necessary  for  the  Board  to  rule  upon  the  question  of  the  date  for 
assessment  of  corporate  excess  taxes,  and  it  was  determined  that  the 
legislature  intended  the  date  for  assessment  to  be  December  31st 
next  preceding  June  1,  the  date  upon  which  the  assessment  was 
certified  to  the  General  Treasurer.  All  corporate  excess  taxes  which 
have  since  been  assessed  under  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  have  been 
assessed  in  accordance  with  this  ruling  of  the  Board,  which  was 
sustained  by  a  decision  of  the  Superior  Court  in  the  case  of  the 
Industrial  Trust  Company  vs.  Howland  &  Wheaton  Company  (Eq. 
No.  3351). 

This,  practice  of  the  Board  was  held  to  be  in  error  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  case  of  Richard  W.  Jennings,  General  Treasurer,  vs. 
United  States  Bobbin  &  Shuttle  Company  (Ex.  &c.  No.  5578), 
decided  June  29,  1922,  wherein  the  Court  held  in  effect  that  the  date 
for  assessment  of  corporate  excess  taxes  was  June  1,  identical  with 
the  date  upon  which  certification  to  the  General  Treasurer  is  required 
to  be  made,  and  that  corporations  which  did  not  carry  on  business 
for  profit  in  this  State  during  any  portion  of  the  calendar  year  were 
not  liable  for  any  corporate  excess  taxes  assessed  against  them  on 
June  1  in  such  year. 
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In  view  of  this  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  it  becomes  nec- 
essary, in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  be 

amended  without  delay  in  such  manner  as  to  positively  fix  the  date 
to  which  valuations  are  referred  and  the  date  as  of  which  the  tax  is 
assessed  (date  for  assessment)  as  December  31st  next  preceding 
June  1,  the  date  of  certification.  Unless  this  is  done  the 
assessment  of  the  corporate  excess  tax  presents  a  very  difficult 
problem  from  a  practical  standpoint.  It  is  a  physical  impossibility 
to  file  returns,  determine  values,  issue  notices,  hold  hearings,  make 
the  certifications  and  assess  the  tax,  in  accordance  with  the  law. 
The  requirement  apparently  placed  upon  the  Board  of  certifying 
taxes  to  the  Greneral  Treasurer  on  June  1  and  of  determining  the 
value  of  the  corporate  excess  as  of  the  same  date  is  manifestly  im- 
possible of  accomplishment.  This  defect  in  the  statute  should  be 
remedied  at  once  in  the  interests  of  both  equitable  taxation  and 
feasibility  of  administration. 

The  question  of  liability  to  the  tax  should  be  positively  fixed  upon 
a  day  certain,,  and  the  determining  condition  should  be  'Moing 
business."  It  is  immaterial  theoretically  upon  what  date  the  liability 
accrues  provided  it  is  positively  fixed,  and  the  period  intervening 
between  that  date  and  the  date  of  certification  (time  of  assessment) 
is  sufficient  to  allow  the  Board  to  perform  the  duties  imposed  upon 
it  by  the  provisions  of  the  law.  Many  practical  conditions  indicate, 
however,  and  the  experience  of  the  Board  confirms  the  conclusion, 
that  the  last  day  of  the  calendar  year  is  the  most  convenient  and 
satisfactory  date  as  of  which  the  tax  should  be  assessed. 

The  valuation  of  property  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  an  ad 
valorem  tax  should  likewise  be  on  a  day  certain,  and  on  the  same  day 
for  all  property  assessed,  and  the  valuation  and  the  accrual  of  the 
tax  should  be  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  necessary  uniformity 
to  assure  an  equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  is  otherwise  impossible 
of  attainment.  The  tax  being  for  the  same  period  it  is  manifestly 
unfair,  and  certain  to  introduce  discrimination,  to  assess  onecor^ 
poration  on  the  value  of  its  property  on  December  31  and  others  on 
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various  succeeding  dates  up  to  and  induding  May  31.  It  has  long 
been  recognised  as  a  prime  requisite  for  uniformity  and  equity  kd 
ad  valorem  property  taxation  that  all  the  property  within  the  juris- 
diction should  be  valued  as  of  the  same  date.  Almost  every  state 
in  the  Union  has  recognized  this  well  known  principal  by  fixing  a 
uniform  date  for  assessment.  This  principle  as  applied  to  local 
taxation  was  enacted  into  law  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
in  1919  upon  practically  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  local 
assessors  and  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 

The  Board  therefore  recommends  the  following  amendment  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  Section  11: 

Sec.  11.  Each  of  the  corporationfi  required  to  make  the  return  aforesaid 
shall  be  taxed  upon  the  value  of  its  corporate  excess  as  of  December  thirty-fird 
next  preceding,  which  shall  be  detennined  by  the  board  of  tax  commissioneni 
for  the  purposes  of  assessment  and  taxation,  as  follows:" 

The  Board  further  recommends  that  sub-section  (5)  of  Section  11 
be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

''(5)  The  remainder  shall  constitute  the  value  of  the  'corporate  exoeas/  for 
the  taxation  of  said  corporation.  Said  board,  on  the  first  business  day  of  June 
in  each  year,  shall  make  up  a  list  of  all  corporations  subject  to  tax  upon  their  cor- 
porate excess^  with  the  amount  of  the  corporate  excess  of  each,  and  shall  assess, 
as  of  December  thirty-first  next  preceding,  a  tax  upon  each  such  corporation  at  the 
rate  of  forty  cents  for  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  amount  of  its  corporate 
excess,  determined  as  aforesaid,  and  enter  the  amount  of  the  tax  against  the  name 
of  each  such  corporation.  Said  board  shall  certify  to  the  correctness  of  such  list 
and  deliver  a  duly  attested  copy  thereof  as  a  public  record  to  the  general  treas- 
urer, who  shall  receive  and  collect  the  taxes  so  assessed  in  the  same  manner  and 
with  the  same  powers  as  are  prescribed  for,  and  given  to,  collectors  of  taxes  by 
Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws  and  by  any  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  m 
addition  thereto.  Said  board  shall  also  fcHrthwith  mail  a  notice  of  the  amount  of 
the  tax  to  each  such  corporation,  but  the  failure  to  receive  such  notice  shall  not 
excuse  the  non-payment  of  said  tax.  The  tax  assessed  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  July  next  after  its  assessment  as  aforesaid,  and  if  not 
paid  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  such  July  shall  bear  interest  from  the  first  day  of  such 
July  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annum  until  paid,  if  such  payment  is 
made  before  the  commencement  of  legal  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  tax. 
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and  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum  if  made  after  the  commencement  of 
such  proceedings.  Such  tax,  if  unpaid,  shall  constitute  a  lien  upon  the  real  estate 
of  such  corporation  within  this  state  for  the  space  of  two  years  after  the  assess- 
ment thereof,  and,  if  such  real  estate  be  not  aliened,  then  until  the  same  is 
colleeted." 

Inheritance  Tax. 

The  records  of  the  inheritance  tax  do  not  cover  a  suflScient  period 
to  give  a  sound  basis  for  either  comparison  or  generalization,  but 
if  the  fact  that  two  very  large  estates  have  been  subjected  to  the 
tax  since  the  passage  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916  is  taken 
into  consideration,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  fear  that  fluctuations 
of  sufficient  magnitude  will  occur  to  seriously  aflfect  the  revenues. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  estates  making  returns  in 
1922,  and  the  large  total  of  the  estates  inventoried,  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  department  was  able  to  discover  a  considerable  number 
of  estates  upon  which  administration  had  not  been  taken  out,  and 
which  had  not  made  the  returns  required  by  law,  the  taxes  upon 
which  were  assessed  in  1922.  Many  of  these  estates  should  have 
been  returned  in  previous  years,  and  in  the  future  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  that  no  such  variation  will  occur,  as  this  class  of  estates  will 
be  returned  or  discovered  from  year  to  year. 

The  unusually  large  assessment  in  1922  is  apparent  rather  than 
real,  as  one  payment  of  $1,050,000  should  be  referred  back  to  1920 
when  a  deposit  with  the  general  treasurer  was  made.  This  assess- 
ment,  together  with  the  bringing  in  of  a  considerable  number  of 
delinquent  estates,  makes  up  to  a  very  great  extent  the  difference 
between  the  assessment  for  1922  and  the  average  assessment  for  the 
whole  period  since  the  passage  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916. 

The  total  number  of  estates  in  which  liability  to  taxation  under 
the  act  has  been  determined  since  its  passage  is  9,852,  with  an 
aggregate  valuation  of  $259,394,418.33.  The  net  estate  and  trans- 
fer taxes  assessed  during  this  period  amount  in  the  aggregate  to 
$4,422,494.55. 
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The  accompanying  table  gives  in  detail  the  statistics  for  the  years 
1921  and  1922. 

Experience  in  administering  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916  has 
disclosed  certain  weaknesses  and  defects  which  should  be  strength- 
ened and  remedied. 

The  greatest  difficulty  of  administration  relates  to  the  transfers 
of  property  by  wills  which  create  power  of  appointment.  If  such 
power  is  exercised  by  a  non-resident  decedent,  all  property  subject 
to  the  power,  except  real  estate  in  Rhode  Island,  would  probably 
escape  taxation,  as  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of  1916  taxes  a  non- 
resident decedent  only  upon  real  property  located  in  the  State,  and 
such  transfers  are  not  taxable  under  the  laws  of  any  other  state. 
The  Board  also  finds  itself  without  power  to  settle,  by  compromise 
or  agreement,  the  amount  of  payment  under  such  circumstances  as 
no  tax  is  imposed  until  the  exercise,  omission  or  failure  to  exercise  the 
power. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  property  held  by  two  or  more 
persons  jointly  should  be  taxed,  to  the  extent  of  a  decedent's  interest 
therein.  Much  property  is  held  in  this  manner,  it  is  increasing  in 
amount,  and  it  cannot  be  taxed  imless  specifically  provided. 

The  law  should  also  provide  some  method  by  which  the  Board  may 
obtain  first-hand  information  relative  to  a  resident  decedent's 
property  held  in  safe  deposit  boxes. 

The  Board  has  prepared  amendments  to  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act 
of  1916  which  it  believes  will  strengthen  it  very  materially  and 
make  the  administration  of  certain  provisions  more  positive. 

State  and  Local  Revenue 

Tax  rates  as  well  as  total  assessed  valuations  have  steadily  increased 
over  those  of  1911  in  all  municipalities,  excepting  that  in  one  town 
the  rate  has  remained  the  same  throughout  this  entire  period,  and 
revenues  have  of  course  increased  correspondingly.  The  demands  of 
the  public  for  expansion  and  improvement  in  the  public  service,  the 
unusual  expenditures  due  to  the  war,  conditions  during  and  since  the 
war  resulting  in  high  costs  of  labor  and  material,  account  in  very 
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Urge  part,  if  not  entirely,  for  the  rapid  growth  of  expenditures  by  the 
State  and  the  several  municipalities. 

Three  municipalities  raise  more  than  three  times  as  much  revenue 
from  property  taxation  as  they  did  in  1911;  twenty-five  more  than 
twice  as  much;  ten  less  than  twice  as  much,  but  of  these  three  fall 
short  of  doubling  their  revenue  by  only  a  few  dollars.  There  is  one 
municipality  for  which  statistics  for  the  whole  period  are  not  available, 
but  for  such  time  as  they  are  available  they  show  a  very  substantial 
increase. 

The  total  amoimt  of  local  property  taxes  assessed  in  1911  was 
$8,068,489.45,  and  in  1922,  $18,654,904.61,  an  increase  of  $10,586,- 
415.16.  These  amounts  do  not  represent  the  total  local  revenues  as 
they  do  not  include  license  fees,  franchise  taxes,  or  numerous  other 
minor  local  revenues  of  which  the  department  has  no  record,  but 
which  in  the  aggregate  amount  to  a  substantial  simi  annually. 

The  total  revenue  received  by  the  State  in  1911  was  $2,543,663.16 
and  in  1922  it  was  $7,174,524.67  or  approximately  three  times  the 
receipts  in  1911. 

The  total  State  and  local  revenues,  with  the  exceptions  above  noted, 
amount  to  approximately  $26,000,000  annually.  Detailed  statistics 
relating  to  State  and  municipal  revenues  are  contained  in  Tables 
I,  VI,  X,  X-a  and  X-b,  to  which  attention  is  respectfully  directed. 

Upon  the  reverse  side  of  Table  VI  are  circular  diagrams  showing 
graphically  and  by  percentages  the  relation  between  the  Stat« 
revenues  derived  from  different  sources,  and  between  the  various 
avenues  of  State  expenditure,  to  which  attention  is  also  respectfully 
directed. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  the  harden  of  taxation  for  State  and  local 
purposes  has  reached  a  point  where  equity  in  its  distribution  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  should  be  given  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion. Inequalities  in  valuation  should  be  eliminated,  and  every 
endeavor  should  be  made  to  reach  all  of  the  several  classes  of  prop- 
erty liable  to  taxation.  The  amount  of  revenue  required  is  so  great 
that  high  rates  are  inevitable,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  an  d 
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the  higher  the  rates,  generally  speaking,  the  more  serious  become 
the  results  of  inequitable  distribution  of  the  tax  burden.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  revenue  which  should  be  derived 
from  property  escaping  taxation  must  be  raised  by  increased  rates  on 
property  already  assessed,  thus  forcing  it  to  carry  more  than  its  share. 
When  rates  are  low  the  injustice  is  still  present,  but  the  results  are 
not  very  serious;  when  rates* are  high,  however,  the  additional 
burden  may  fall  with  crushing  force  upon  property  already  bearing  its 
just  share. 

It  is  pertinent  to  add  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  states  are  in  better 
financial  condition  than  Rhode  Island. 

The  large  demands  for  both  State  and  local  revenues  have  been 
met  without  serious  difficulty,  and  with  very  slight  disturbance  of 
economic  conditions.  The  natural  increases  in  property  values  and 
business  expansion,  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  the  Inheritance  Tax  Act  of 
1916,  the  growth  of  automobile  registrations,  together  with  the 
normal  increases  from  other  sources  of  income  have  produced 
sufficient  revenue  to  meet  the  demand  without  any  change  in  our 
system  of  taxation,  and  with  but  minor  changes,  relating  almost 
entirely  to  administration  and  office  routine,  in  the  existing  laws. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  local  rates  as  well  as  valuations  have 
increased  both  materially  and  rapidly,  and  that  normal  business 
conditions  will  tend  to  reduce  the  increases  in  the  corporate  excess 
tax  to  moderate  amounts.  It  appears  to  the  Board  that  the  limit  of 
productivity  of  our  tax  system  is  rapidly  approaching,  if  indeed  it  is 
not  already  reached. 

Any  substantial  increase  in  expenditures  over  those  of  1921  and 
1922  should  be  met  from  new  sources  of  revenue.  The  only  alterna- 
tive is  to  increase  the  tax  rates  on  the  several  classes  of  property 
already  taxed  as  heavily  as  they  should  be. 

Tax  Exeiiq>tions 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  Table  VIII  in  which  are  set 
forth  the  details  of  property  exemptions.     The  amount  of  property 
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exempt  from  taxation  has  increased  approximately  thirty-five 
millions  within  the  last  ten  years.  Exemptions  have  been  granted 
by  the  General  Assembly  at  the  rate  of  approximately  one  and  one- 
half  millions  annually.  It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this  Board  to 
determine  or  criticise  the  policy  of  exemptions.  It  desires,  however, 
to  call  attention  to  the  facts. 

Requests  for  exemption  from  taxation  for  quasi-public  charitable 
or  educational  enterprises  operated  by  individuals  or  societies,  or 
some  more  or  less  public  improvement  of  somewhat  restricted  local 
use  or  value,  are  admittedly  hard  to  refuse  or  even  to  aigue  against. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  these  exemptions  are  a 
direct  financial  contribution  by  the  whole  State  to  the  support  of  the 
institution  or  enterprise,  and  that  the  revenue  which  would  otherwise 
be  derived  from  the  property  through  taxation  must  be  made  up  by 
taxation  on  other  property. 

It  is  very  difficult,  in  fact  it  is  practically  impossible,  to  determine 
accurately  how  much  the  State  is  contributing  to  the  support  of 
these  enterprises  and  institutions  which  are  exempt  from  taxation, 
but  it  is  certainly  as  much  as  half  a  million  dollars  annually  and  may 
be  considerably  more. 

A  very  large  portion  of  the  $94,689,351  exempt  is  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  the  State  and  the  several  municipalities, 
religious  organizations,  public  charitable  and  educational  institu- 
tions, and  there  is  no  objection  from  the  standpoint  of  taxation,  at 
present  at  least;  to  such  exemption.  There  remain,  however,  more 
than  twenty-five  millions  of  property,  devoted  to  more  or  less  re- 
stricted use  either  as  to  locality  or  beneficiaries,  to  which  exemption 
from  taxation  has  been  granted,  and  for  which  justification  from  the 
standpoint  of  taxation,  this  being  the  only  standpoint  from  which  the 
Board  is  either  competent  to  treat  or  desirous  of  treating  the  subjec£,is 
difficult  to  find.  The  general  trend  in  other  states  is  towards  the 
restriction  of  exemptions  rather  than  along  lines  of  expansion,  in 
some  localities  exemptions  have  been  granted  in  the  past  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  seriously  hamper  the  public  finances,  and  drastic  restric- 
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tions  and  repeal  of  exemptions  are  contemplated.  It  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  however  difficult  it  may  be  to  refuse  to  grant  exemption 
from  taxation,  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  take  it  away  once  it  is 
granted. 

Ten-Year  Local  Assessment  Comparisons 

The  records  of  the  department  have  been  kept  for  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  permit  the  publication  of  comprehensive  comparative 
tables  showing  for  each  city  and  town  the  increases  and  decreases  in 
the  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  classes  of  property  assessed, 
the  increases  in  tax  rates  and  in  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from 
property  locally  assessed  for  the  period  from  1912  up  to  and  including 
1922.  This  information  is  set  forth  in  Tables  X,  X-a  and  X-b,  and 
deserves  very  careful  consideration,  because  it  not  only  indicates  the 
efifect  of  the  operation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  on 
local  assessments,  but  also  because  the  assessed  valuations  for  the 
several  years  show  conclusively,  although  not  to  its  full  extent,  the 
considerable  increase  in  the  wealth  of  the  State  that  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  eleven  years.  The  statistics  are  for  a  period  beginning 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  before  the  World  War  and  extend  to  a 
sufficient  time  after  its  close  to  be  of  considerable  interest,  if  not 
positive  value,  in  analyzing  the  economic  effects  of  the  rapidly 
changing  conditions  which  occurred  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

The  total  assessed  value  of  all  property  locally  assessed  has  in- 
creased from  $551,664,952  in  1911  to  $1,046,690,636  in  1922,  an 
increase  of  $495,025,684  for  the  period,  or  an  average  annual  increase 
of  something  more  than  $45,000,000.  The  increase  has  been  not  only 
very  substantial  but  also  fairly  imif orm,  as  only  two  years  show  an 
increase  of  less  than  twenty  millions  or  more  than  forty-five 
millions. 

The  largest  total  annual  increase  in  assessed  valuation  for  any  year 
is  shown  in  1920,  and  amounts  to  $140,319,475.  All  classes  of  prop- 
erty,  except  land,  show  the  largest  annual  increases  in  this  year  of 
any  year  during  the  period  under  consideration.    The  increase  in 
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land  values  was  S8,291,103,  or  $1,448,704  less  than  the  greatest 
increase  which  occurred  in  1917.  The  assessed  valuations  of  build- 
ings and  improvements,  tangible  personalty,  and  intangible  person- 
alty for  1920  are  $65,432,802,  $31,996,476  and  $34,522,150  respec- 
tively, and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  increase  is 
practically  the  same  in  each  case,  being  20.31%,  20.76%  and  20.43%. 

The  increase  in  the  assessed  value  of  land  for  1921  falls  to  $3,192,654, 
or  about  a  miUion  dollars  less  than  the  average,  $4,244,373,  for  the 
ten  years  1912  to  1922;  in  1922  the  increase  was  less  than  half 
the  average  amount.  The  increases  in  the  assessed  valuations  of 
land  are  very  irregular,  only  one  year,  1918,  showing  an  increase 
even  approximating  the  average.  The  years  1913,  1917  and  1920 
have  very  large  increases— $7,750,442,  $9,739,807,  and  $8,291,103 
respectively — and  1914,  1915  and  1916  are  the  lowest,  having 
increases  of  but  $1,020,056,  $1,792,785  and  $1,152,990  respectively. 
The  increase  in  1922  is  sUghtly  in  excess  of  two  million  dollars,  and 
the  increases  in  1919  and  1921  are  each  about  a  million  dollars  below 
the  average. 

The  large  increase  in  1913  may  be  accounted  for  satisfactorily  by 
the  fact  that  the  full  effect  of  the  provision  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912, 
requiring  the  separation  of  the  assessed  valuations  of  land  and  im- 
provements,  is  indicated,  and  assessed  values  of  land  throughout 
the  State  were  subjected  to  a  very  thorough  investigation  by  local 
assessors  during  that  year.  The  large  increases  in  1917  and  1920 
are  probably  due  to  war  conditions,  and  the  sharp  falling  off  in  the 
rate  of  increase  after  1913  to  the  fact  that  any  further  advance  in 
valuations  was  temporarily  impracticable.  The  falling  off  after  1920 
is  doubtless  due  somewhat  to  the  same  cause,  and  also  to  the  facts 
that  the  upward  trend  of  land  values  was  less  marked  than  it  had 
been,  and  to  a  general  feeling  that  the  peak  had  been  reached. 

The  assessments  for  the  three  years,  1913,  1917  and  1920  indicate 
a  condition  which  doubtless  is  not  in  entire  accord  with  the  facts. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  land  values  react  more  slowly^to 
financial  conditions  than  most  other  classes  of  property;  a  longer 
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time  is  required  for  these  values  to  increase,  and  also  a  considerable 
time  usually  elapses  before  the  increases  in  values  are  noted  by  the 
assessors.  It  is  to  be  expected  therefore  that  the  assessed  values  of 
land  will  not  be  so  nearly  in  accord  with  actual  conditions  as  those  of 
other  classes  of  property  assessed.  It  is  extremely  unlikely  that  any 
such  large  and  sudden  increases  in  land  values  as  are  indicated  by 
the  increased  assessed  valuations  shown  in  1913,  1917  and  1920 
actually  occurred.  A  much  more  accurate  indication  of  actual 
conditions  would  probably  be  obtained  if  these  large  increases  were 
distributed  back  over  a  period  of  at  least  three  or  four  years. 

The  increases  in  the  assessed  valuations  of  buildings  and  improve- 
ments are  much  more  regular  than  those  of  land.  There  is,  as  w&s 
to  be  expected,  a  considerable  drop  in  1918,  and  the  large  and  sudden 
increase  in  1920  is  readily  accounted  for  by  the  activity  in  building 
operations  and  higher  cost  of  construction.  The  year  1921  is  not 
far  from  the  average,  and  1922  reflects  the  activity  of  the  building 
trades  and  the  sustained  high  cost  of  construction  for  the  year. 

The  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty is  substantial,  amounting  to  $106,241,837  for  the  ten  years  from 
1912  to  1922.  The  small  increases  in  1913,  1914  and  1915  are  prob- 
ably due  to  adjustments  between  the  assessments  of  tangible  and 
intangible  property  which  were  separated  and  assessed  at  different 
rates  for  the  first  time  in  1912.  It  is  also  quite  possible  that  there 
was  not  the  activity  on  the  part  of  local  assessors  that  was  later  dis- 
played, and  that  certain  legislation  in  1915  and  1916,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  provision  of  law  making  tangible  personal  property 
taxable  where  found,  also  had  a  marked  tendency  to  increase  the 
amount  of  this  class  of  property  assessed.  From  1915  onward  the 
annual  increase  is  substantial  and  fairly  uniform,  the  peak  naturally 
being  reached  in  1920.  The  increase  for  1921  is  about  normal,  and 
the  sharp  drop  in  1922  doubtless  reflects  the  general  decline  in 
commodity  prices  and  the  business  depression  which  occurred  in, 
and  persisted  during  a  considerable  portion  of,  that  year. 

The  amoimt  of  intangibles  locally  assessed,  while  showing  an  aver- 

e  annual  increase  for  the  period  from  1912  to  1922  of  approximately 
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$10,500,000,  is  not  as  great  as  it  should  be,  or  as  great  as  it  was 
reasonable  to  expect  that  it  would  be.  In  1920,  the  year  which  gave 
by  far  the  greatest  gain  in  total  assessed  valuation,  fifteen  munici- 
palities showed  a  loss,  and  six  a  loss  for  the  two  years,  1919  and  1920. 
Nineteen  municipalities  showed  a  loss  in  1921  and  six  of  these  lost  in 
both  1920  and  1921.  A  similar  number  show  a  loss  for  1922  and 
nine  show  a  loss  for  both  1921  and  1922. 

Three  municipalities  show  losses  in  intangible  values  in  eight  years, 
five  show  losses  in  seven  years,  two  show  losses  in  six  years  and  nine 
show  losses  in  five  years  of  the  ten  years  under  consideration. 
Nineteen  municipalities,  almost  half  the  total  number,  show  losses  in 
five  or  more  years  of  the  ten  years  under  consideration,  and  some  of 
these  show  losses  for  foiu*  or  five  yeai^  consecutively. 

Only  one  municipality  shows  a  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of 
this  class  of  property  assessed.  This  municipality  taxes  more  than 
60%  of  all  the  intangibles  locally  assessed,  and  increased  the  assess- 
ment of  1912  by  more  than  90%  in  1922.  Several  other  munici- 
palities have  made  very  creditable  showings,  but  only  one  has  in- 
creased the  amount  of  intangibles  assessed  each  year  of  the  ten-year 
period.  Ten  municipalities  show  less,  and  twenty-nine  show  more, 
intangibles  assessed  in  1922  than  in  1912. 

In  a  number  of  instances  it  will  be  noted  that  the  percentage  of 
increase  has  been  not  only  very  large  but  also  consistent,  and  that  the 
amount  of  intangibles  locally  assessed  has  increased  several  times — 
in  one  case  more  than  thirty  times.  It  is  apparent  that  in  some 
cases  no  serious  attempt  was  made  to  reach  this  class  of  property  for 
taxation  before  the  passage  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  that  this 
situation  has  not  improved  to  any  great  extent  since. 

The  total  amount  of  intangibles  locally  assessed  in  1922,  $201,- 
266,714,  is  without  doubt  very  much  less  than  the  actual  amount  of 
'  such  property  liable  to  local  taxation,  but  shows  a  large  gain  over  the 
assessment  of  1912. 

The  records  of  the  inheritance  tax  department  indicate  unmis- 
takably the  escape  of  considerable  amounts  of  this  class  of  property 
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from  local  taxation.  On  more  than  one  occasion  inventories  have 
disclosed  more  taxable  intangibles,  owned  by  one  individual,  than  the 
total  amount  assessed  by  the  municipality  in  which  the  decedent 
resided,  in  one  case  several  times  more  than  the  total  assessed  valua- 
tion of  all  classes  of  property  combined. 

It  shovld  be  borne  in  mind  in  this  regard,  however,  that  savings 
and  participation  accounts,  and  all  the  stocks,  bonds  and  securities 
of  corporations  doing  business  in  the  State,  are  not  taxable  locally, 
but  are  taxed  by  the  State  direct^  thus  reducing  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent  the  amount  of  intangibles  taxable  locally.  While  it  is 
quite  evident  that  all  the  local  revenue  reasonably  to  be  expected 
from  this  source  is  not  obtained,  the  total  revenue.  State  and  local, 
contributed  by  this  class  of  property  is  approximately  the  same  as 
that  contributed  by  land,  which  is  a  very  satisfactory  showing  under 
an  ad  valorem  S3rstem  of  taxation. 

The  law  requires  that  all  property  shall  be  assessed  at  its  full  and 
fair  cash  value,  but  except  as  regards  intangibles,  and  in  some  rare 
instances,  this  is  not  done.  It  is  both  fair  and  reasonable  to  assert, 
however,  that  under  the  conditions  imposed  upon  our  local  assessors, 
and  because  of  the  short  time  allowed  for  valuations,  the  lack  of  clerical 
assistance,  tax  maps,  and  in  many  instances  ordinary  office  accommo- 
dations and  facilities,  it  cannot  be  done.  At  any  rate  it  never  has 
been  in  Rhode  Island  or  anywhere  else  except  perhaps  for  a  short 
period  and  at  great  expense. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  valuations  in  Rhode  Island 
are  much  better  than  the  average  of  the  whole  country,  in  fact  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  state  in  the  Union.  A  considerable 
improvement,  however,  is  not  only  desirable  but  entirely  possible 
in  many  places  by  the  introduction  of  tax  maps,  the  appointment 
or  election  of  a  permanent  assessor  or  assessors,  and  by  furnishing 
additional  clerical  assistance  and  certain  simple  and  well  known 
devices  for  cataloguing  detailed  information  for  easy  reference  and 
permanence. 
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Tax  Conferences 

The  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  annual  conferences  on  taxation  under 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Tax  Association  were  held  at  Bretton 
Woods,  New  Hampshire,  September  12th  to  16th,  1921,  and  at 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  September  18th  to  22nd,  1922,  respectively, 
and  were  attended  by  representatives  from  this  departmefet.  The 
fourteenth  conference  in  1921  was  the  first  national  gathering  of  this 
character  which  has  ever  been  held  east  of  Buffalo,  and  it  brought 
together  an  assemblage  of  three  hundred  persons  comprised  of  cflScially 
appointed  delegates  from  thirty-eight  states  and  four  Canadian 
provinces.  The  holding  of  this  conference  in  New  England  during 
the  term  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  of  Rhode 
Island  as  president  of  the  National  Tax  Association,  made  the  occa- 
sion of  more  than  usual  local  interest.  Twelve  citizens  of  Rhode 
Island  attended  in  person. 

The  conference  at  Bretton  Woods  was  confronted  with  a  new  and 
vital  problem  in  taxation  by  reason  of  the  decision  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  rendered  June  6,  1921  in  the  case  of  The 
Merchants  National  Bank  of  Richmond  vs.  The  City  of  Richmond, 
which  placed  a  new  interpretation  upon  the  language  of  Section  5219 
of  the  revised  Federal  statutes.  The  clause  in  this  section  which 
provides  that  the  capital  stock  of  national  banks  ''shall  not  be  taxed 
at  a  greater  rate  than  is  assessed  upon  the  moneyed  capital  in  the 
hands  of  individual  citizens"  is  interpreted  under  the  decision 
referred  to  as  applying  not  only  to  moneyed  capital  employed  in 
banking,  or  competing  moneyed  capital,  but  in  effect  to  all  capital 
however  employed.  This  decision  does  not  affect  the  taxation  of 
bank  shares  in  Rhode  Island  under  our  present  law,  as  all  intangible 
property  in  this  State  including  moneyed  capital  is  taxed  at  the 
uniform  rate  of  forty  cents  on  each  $100  of  the  value  thereof;  but  in 
many  of  the  states  where  bank  capital  has  been  taxed  by  different 
methods  and  at  different  rates  from  those  applied  in  the  case  of  other 
intangible  property,  chaotic  conditions  have  resulted  and  suits  have 
been  instituted  by  the  banks  to  recover  large  sums  previously  paid 
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in  taxes  on  the  ground  that  such  taxes  were,  in  view  of  this  decision, 
iUegally  assessed.  The  discussion  of  this  cnatter  at  the  Bretton 
Woods  conference,  pro  and  con.,  was  particularly  animated,  and 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  advocating  an  amendment  to 
Section  5219  to  permit  the  states  to  tax  national  banks  or  the  shares 
thereof,  or  the  income  therefrom,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  impose  a 
greater  rate  or  a  heavier  burden  than  is  imposed  upon  capital  invested 
in  general  banking  business,  or  upon  the  income  derived  therefrom. 

The  complexities  of  inheritance  taxation  in  regard  to  the  estates  of 
non-resident  decedents,  and  the  difficulties  and  dela3rs  experienced  by 
executors  and  administrators  in  compl3dng  with  the  statutes  of  the 
various  states  and  in  the  ascertainment  of  taxes,  were  considered  at 
some  length  at  the  thirteenth  National  Tax  Conference,  held  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  in  1920.  This  conference  considered  the 
matter  of  such  importance  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  administrative  authorities  of  the  several  states  with  a  view 
to  determining  the  feasibility  and  possibility  of  adopting  a  universal 
model  inheritance  tax  law. 

At  the  fourteenth  conference  at  Bretton  Woods  the  following  year 
the  committee  made  its  first  report.  The  data  accumulated  showed 
the  inequality  existing  in  rates,  ranging  from  10  to  112  per  cent., 
resulting  from  the  duplicate,  triplicate  and  quadruplicate  taxation 
of  property;  the  expense  incurred  by  small  estates  in  complying 
with  statutes  when  no  tax  was  due;  and  the  delay  occasioned  in  the 
transfer  of  securities  and  the  distribution  to  heirs  and  legatees, 
extending  over  a  period  of  months,  in  many  cases  over  a  period  of 
years. 

It  is  a  very  difficult  matter,  almost  an  insurmountable  barrier,  to 
persuade  a  state  which  receives  millions  in  annual  revenue  from  its 
taxation  of  non-resident  decedent  estates,  to  reduce  that  revenue  in 
the  interest  of  a  more  complete  equality  and  simplicity.  The  pro- 
ponents of  the  Rhode  Island  law,  knowing  the  existence  of  these 
difficulties,  obviated  them  by  taxing  only  the  real  property  of  a 
non-resident  decedent  located  in  the  State. 
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The  committee  made  its  second  report  at  the  fifteenth  conference 
at  Minneapolis  last  year,  stating  that  progress  must  necessarily  be 
slow  and  hoping  that  it  would  be  possible  to  report  definite  suggestions 
in  1923. 

The  National  Conference  has  also  strongly  advocated  the  repeal 
of  the  Federal  estate  tax,  declaring  by  resolution  that  the  estate 
tax  should  be  recognized  by  Congress  as  a  war  measure  only, 
and  that  the  inheritance  tax  should  be  reserved  wholly  for  the  use  of 
the  several  states. 

At  the  Minneapolis  conference  in  1922  the  question  of  the  proper 
apportionment  between  states  of  taxes  on  interstate  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  business  was  made  the  subject  of  an  exhaustive  report 
by  a  committee  of  the  National  Tax  Association  appointed  a  few 
years  ago  to  investigate  this  subject.  The  difficulties  confronting 
tax  administrators  in  dealing  with  large  corporations  doing  business 
in  several  states,  owing  to  the  conflicting  provisions  in  corporation 
tax  laws  as  between  states,  and  the  impossibility  in  many  cases  of 
applying  a  basis  of  apportionment  which  will  result  equitably  to  the 
corporation  and  avoid  multiple  taxation,  has  long  been  apparent  to 
economists  and  students  of  taxation  generally.  The  conference 
recognized  by  resolution  the  necessity  of  some  uniform  rule  of  appor- 
tionment in  the  cases  of  interstate  corporations  in  order  that  fairness 
and  equity  may  prevail,  and  urged  the  adoption  by  the  states  of  such 
a  uniform  rule  as  would  tend  to  accomplish  this  end. 

The  National  Conference  also  has  taken  a  decided  stand  upon  the 
question  of  tax  exemptions,  with  particular  reference  to  the  exemp- 
tion of  State  and  Federal  obligations  from  income  taxation.  It  has 
not  only  opposed  by  resolution  the  exemption  of  the  interest  on  all 
future  issues  of  such  obligations  but  has  recommended  a  submission 
by  the  Sixty-Sixth  Congress  and  the  ratification  by  the  states  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Federal  constitution  which  will  permit  this 
principle  to  be  embodied  in  the  Federal  Income  tax  law. 

New  England  Conference. — The  tenth  New  England  tax  confer- 
ence, omitted  in  1921  by  reason  of  the  holding  of  the  national  con- 
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ference  in  New  Hampshire  in  that  year,  was  held  at  the  State  House 
in  Boston,  November  16th  and  17th,  1922,  mider  the  auspices  of  the 
New  England  State  Tax  Officials'  Association.  The  gathering  of 
tax  administrators  and  students  of  the  subject  from  the  New  England 
states  and  New  York  included  Professors  Charles  J.  Bullock  of 
Harvard  University  and  Fred  R.  Fairchild  of  Yale  University. 
Recent  and  proposed  changes  in  the  tax  laws  of  the  New  England 
states  were  reviewed  and  discussed,  including  the  resiilts  of  investi- 
gations in  Vermont  and  Connecticut  to  determine  the  relation 
between  taxed  values  and  commercial  values  of  real  estate.  The 
conference  condemned  the  practice  of  granting  exemptions  from 
taxation  to  new  manufacturing  property  for  a  period  of  years, 
both  in  a  general  discussion  of  the  subject  and  in  the  adoption  of  the 
foDowing  resolution: 

"Resolved,  that  this  Association  is  opposed  to  the  practice  now  in  operation  in 
four  of  the  New  England  states  of  exempting  from  taxation  new  manufacturing 
industries,  and  reconmiends  the  repeal  of  legislation  which  permits  such  a  policy/' 

The  program  for  the  two  days'  session  included  discussions  of  the 
relation  of  the  State  income  tax  to  property  taxes,  Connecticut's  new 
business  and  license  taxes,  the  effect  of  the  Richmond  decision  upon 
bank  taxation  in  the  New  England  states,  the  valuation  of  capital 
stock  for  assessment  purposes,  and  the  work  of  the  committees  of  the 
National  Tax  Association  on  the  apportionment  of  taxation  of  in- 
terstate properties,  the  taxation  of  public  utilities,  forestry  taxation, 
and  inheritance  taxation. 

The  proceedings  of  the  New  England  tax  conferences  reflect  so 
adequately  the  situation  existing  and  the  problems  arising  in  states 
contiguous  to  Rhode  Island,  that  the  desirability  of  devising  some 
means  for  the  publication  of  these  proceedings  has  been  realized  by 
the  tax  authorities  of  New  England  for  several  years.  In  this  con- 
nection we  would  invite  attention  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
New  England  conference  in  1919  favoring  the  adoption  of  some 
means  for  making  permanent  the  records  of  these  conferences,  and 
for  the  annual  publication  and  distribution  of  reports  of  the  pro- 
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ceedings.  It  is  possible  that  through  the  co5peration  of  the  New 
England  states,  and  with  executive  or  legislative  sanction,  some 
method  may  be  devised  for  bringing  about  this  much  to  be  desired 
result. 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association. — An  amendment  to  the 
poll  tax  law  recommend  by  a  committee  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax 
Officials' Association  at  its  tenth  annual  meeting  on  December  1 4th,  192 1 , 
was  enacted  into  law  by  the  General  Assembly  of  1922.  This  amend- 
ment makes  the  application  of  the  poll  tax  universal  throughout  the 
State,  to  aUens  as  well  as  citizens  of  both  sexes,  who  are  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  who  have  resided  in  the  town  or  city  where  taxed 
for  six  months  next  preceding  the  assessment. 

The  investigation  conducted  by  this  committee  developed  some 
intricate  questions  pertaining  to  constitutional  limitations  in  the 
matter  of  poll  tax  legislation  which  necessitated  the  postponement 
of  any  attempt  at  a  general  revision  of  the  poll  tax  law  until  oppor- 
tunity could  be  afforded  for  further  study. 

In  connection  with  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  this  com- 
mittee an  interesting  analysis  of  the  provisions  and  operations  of  the 
Massachusetts  poll  tax  law  was  presented  at  the  meeting  in  1921  by 
David  W.  Creelman,  state  supervisor  of  local  assessors  of  that  State. 
The  other  principal  speaker  of  the  meeting  was  Hon.  William  H. 
Blodgett,  State  Tax  Commissioner  of  Connecticut. 

At  the  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  the  association  on  December 
20th,  1922,  the  question  of  the  valuation  and  assessment  of  auto- 
mobiles was  given  a  great  deal  of  careful  consideration,  both  in  the 
presentation  of  the  leport  of  a  committee  previously  appointed  to 
investigate  the  subject  and  in  the  general  discussion  which  followed. 
The  fact  that  automobiles  registered  in  Rhode  Island  now  represent 
an  estimated  value  of  nearly  J48,000,OCO  or  23.54%  of  the  total 
assessed  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  in  the  State  in  1922, 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  determining  some  method  for  the 
adequate  valuation  and  taxation  of  this  class  of  property.  The 
committee  recommended  the  compilation  and  publication  annually 
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of  tables  showing  the  list  prices  of  automobOes  arranged  according 
to  the  years  of  manufacture,  together  with  depreciation  tables 
indicating  present  market  values.  This  work  is  now  being  imder- 
taken  in  the  office  of  this  Board,  and  it  is  expected  that  tables  for  the 
year  1923  will  be  made  available  for  the  use  of  local  assessors  in 
advance  of  the  date  for  assessment  of  local  taxes,  Jime  15th. 

At  this  meeting  Hon.  H.  C.  McKenzie,  director  of  research  in 
taxation  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  delivered  an 
able  and  interesting  address  on  the  subject,  ''The  Distribution  of  the 
Tax  Burden." 

The  reports  of  the  committees  on  poll  tax  law  and  the  taxation  of 
automobiles,  and  the  addresses  above  referred  to,  are  published  in 
full  in  Association  Bulletins  No.  9  and  No.  10,  to  which  attention  is 
respectfully  invited. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


33 


ti 
U 

a 
O 

■ 

H 

V: 

u 

O 

ts 

H 
Pui 

O 

z 

o 
a 

> 

o  X 
J   -< 

8  < 


o 

H 


o 

s 


63 

P 
o 


n 


H 

D 
O 

o 

BQ 

> 

fa 
a 

> 

o 


D 
O 


Per 
Cent. 

to 
Total. 

lOQO'^'^i-HC^WSCOCO'^f-irHTff-iOCOOOOO       • 

(MC<IC0CO"»**'^'^'^'^'^C0C0C0C0N<M 

.T    --O 

Street  Railway 
Companies. 

C5COO«0»OOiCOCOC^Ot^»-<»OC^OC^CiiOI>W 

ITelephonc 

Telegraph 

Express  an 

t^i-HC5CO«OCOC^«t^C^r^o60i005f^050it*:0      • 

8                                                                  ^.Hj-.^^^„^ 

Per 

Cent. 

to 

1 

o 
H 

»-H00t^»-«0l0itOC<l»OI>C0C0<»t>-W3OQ0t^C0C^Cl 

SSSSSS^S^SSSSSSSSSSSSi 

o 

Ob-Oil>-Q»OOiCOQiOOQO»OQl^QOWNiC 
COCO'<t<OOQi-<^U3COO>r^^QON'^n^^OW3iOC 

c^comcocowconc^c^coc^i-iInc^wcO'^jhocox 

Per 

Cent. 

io 

• 

ooa>»o»2t>-»2co»o»ooiQcoc^ooc^05Wcooco»-< 
cocot^o»co6i-iTt<«f-HootN.»or>-<o«^«05"^»ox 

C^    W    Ci    C<i    ^"    *-<    N    Ci    N    W    r-I    ^    ^    W    ^    ,-<    ,H    ,-H    ,-H    ,-1    1-1 

?2Sf2::fe^«8§2g§5gS§S§§§S§ 

■ 

COCO"^"^CO'^^»oSiO»C»0'^»0;OcOb*0$oS 

•»                                                                                  1-1       1-1  »-• 

Per 
Cent. 

to 
Total. 

r^«0O"^«0Q00CQQi-HC0C0O00»-iC0«00Ol>.0i 

»-«*-«C^O*-i^C^C^C«C0l>«.i0h-«»0'^i0i0^C0»C 

P  S  s 

s  s  « 

a  5  a> 


C0CMC<h*QOr*'0t^O»H^C0OClOt-^0il>'^0p 


iOO«C^^>Ol^»OCOt»C<lOiCOOh-COCOCO 


CO  a> 


O0bO»HC0'^t»00OWC0QC0rHO»-iC0O"<^C^00 


flu  ©  •*  O 


-13 


00 

CO 

CO 

s 

s 

S2$ 

S 

CO 

s^ 

CO 

00 
kO 

s 

00 

CO 

CO 

1-* 

s 

s 

^ 

U5 

1-^ 

ss 

8 

1—1 

OS 

i-« 

CO 

»o 

1-H 

00 

1-H 

1-H 

CO 

1-H 

1-1 

1-1 

CO 

1^ 

1-1 

1-1 

1-1 

i-« 

• 

1-H 
00 

• 

• 

IO 

• 

• 

• 

CO 

o 

■ 

OS 

• 

S38 

•            • 

• 

a 

CO 

1^ 

• 

a 

■ 

1^ 

• 

s 

* 

• 

o  to  e^  IO  c<i  oo  t^ 

h-  O  C<l  CO   »0  00  Tj< 
CO   '^   ^'l^   ^J'   '^   ^^   ^* 


s 


Tj<WO^NC«NCOCOOi»-H»«QC 

ooow»ob-»wt^ii^i>-gr^ 


^  ^  LO  lO  lO  iO  »o 


X 


Per 

Cent. 

to 
ToUl. 

SS5j§§Sg;j8SS§S88g8S2SSi§ 

COOOOOO>OOQh-OOb-h-«DOiOONO>00"^»Ot^CD 
'^w5cOCO'^"^^COCOCOi-ii-<i-<i-iNi-i»-lC^»-i'-«»-i 

M 

ea 
H 

S 

s 

QQ 


C<l    »0  00   O   lO   lO 
^   OS  O   1— I   O   00 


COOOOi-i'^«OiOi-«C^ 
0)COC<li-iOOOOCOCDOS 


s^ 


00  «  c^  »o 
t^  1^  OS  CO 


to 


C«^t^O»OC^l^^^^CO^O'^ 

t^otoostoiotooc<iooooe^ 
0»-«ao»ooi0iooco^»-«i— ti-<i-i"'" 

cOcOOSOOOsOcpQOO 
^  ^  CO  os  ^  br 


O   OO   1-1    O   CO 

-_  r^  -^  tN.  i>-  '^ 

Ti  O  b*  -^  l^  1-1 


ss 


m\0s0%»t»%9^^^%9s^^'^^^^^*^»%**         .r»  •^  ^        ,^ 


c£> 


CO  t^  OO  X 


0»OCOi-^l^i-iOS«5:SCOOS«Q 

SLOt^cPi-HCOCOOSOSOOQSOOD 
OitOiOCOcOoOOOOOCQO-^^ 


H 


co-^to^r^ooosoi-iwco^iocoi^oooi 

8    000000^^^Hl-H»-H^Hl— (^Sl-^»-H»-H 
^O^S^^^OOSOSOSOsOSOSOSOO) 


id 


(« 


8 


M.a 


^5 


34 


RBPOItt  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX   COMMISSIONERS. 


h 


I 


S 

a 


1 

o 


^   O   CO  »Q   »--  l'- 

'^  c^  "^  eo  c  ?o 


ci 

o 


Si-H  CO  LO 
»0  C^   (N 

I  t-i  o>  N  « 

^  v^  •%  0^  •% 

>  CO  »-•  t>-  «o 
^  O  CO  o  o  •-« 

^  a^  a^  as  •%  •% 

Jj  ^    ^   W   W   W 


co»-i2jeoi-*iocoat>- 
cot^oeoQcoc^Nio 
WNWWcocococoeo 


O)  C4  C4 


S 


CO  CO  »-^ 

O  t^  w 

•5  t*  CO 

**  "*  »o 


^  ^  I 

§r>.  1^ 
Si  «^ 

■«   «^   »• 

o  O  t>- 


.V  0^5 


■3 


O 


X  0»  1-H  O)  CO 
-^  00  W  00  CI 


2raSSogSg§£g3g^S2SS^S'c! 


b-t*CO»-iO>OOCOOOt>-«0"^0>l^C^©0»-<t>-0 


i 

I 

I 


I    05CO»pXCO»OX;3«?pcoeQp*-<»-«t^tN.»H'^'«^ 
I    CIXO)O^COOOCOCOcOCOC^f-4t«^C3COCIO 


X  eo;  ^ 

M 


»-HiM»-<C1C^*^i-^«^^^^H 


ae  e;  § 


fc3 


3§ 


o 

X 


S2S? 


s  s 


w  "^ 


d  X  c< 

CO  ^^  iC 


•           .>.*.•.•     ^M     -mM     rtf^     i'tf^.     t^                       II      --"     .^      .Mb     bi 

S  S  S  S  fc  S  S  3J  52  S  J;^ 

t^    t^    t^    vl    CS    CO    CO   CO    ^    CO    CO 

t*Q^cococp*^«-'t>-ca^ 

C0^C0C<»HW«O^N^iCiC 

I 


d  i>-  Oi  ej 

IQ  >C  *0  Q 

C4  CO  O)  ^ 

■^      ^  «k  4^ 

fC4  ^  CO 

CO  CI  ^ 

X  X  r^ 


CO  Tf 

CO  CO 


CO  CO 
CO  ^"^ 

3  3 


o  r^  CO 

^H  r^  -^ 

CO  »^  CO 

o  o  ^ 

CO  r>-  05 

i-«  -^  CO 


«  a  o 


<^<5 


o 


o 

Is 

^3 


^                 •-^^-H^eoc^w 

. 

C0C«OiO>C0»OQ^COOiXt^a&^OS 

'^r    »-^   'i/    w"^   v^   t'^    s»i'   1.^   w   vta*   *»*  ^   ^   "^'    «u 

■               >«..>       ^_J       #\^       /W       tfMH       ^^^       AA       kj'K       M*S       i  1^       t>w_        ^#\       f^\       »w           ^^%       «#^ 

»— '    C^    Cm    CO    CO    CO    U3    CO    CO   1^    X    X    r*   C«    Us 

8i>-coSo©oo2^icoc«t>.*^r* 

s 


CICO«-<-H»-iOXt*h» 

_  "^lOcir^-icNOicoi-i 

i-iC^»OI^CIXO'^t»i-i 

^  o  t^ 


CO  d 
CI  CD 


^Oit^coxoii>»x^cp»i;h»-Hi>-oi 

8^coooOd»oOcD^acr^co^co 
i-i,-H^C«C<C0C0'<*U3X*-< 


-'1^1 


J9 

•s 

9 

a 

a 

o 
E- 


ScOC55o5coSi-*OX«Oi-iOOiSScO 

W   CI 

C0XCOcOCOC0COb-l>h-»O»OCO»O»OCOC0i-i 

r>-ClClCOcO'^OiCO^QiK-i/3CI*-i'^CO'<t«X»0 

c«,-i,-<i^i5cO'^»oxx^"^cooawr^»0'^fH 

8gS 

U5 

r>- 

co 


»fl  CO  »-^  lO 
A  CI  Q  ^ 
^  i-H  ^  00 


CO 
CO 


Sr>-iO'^i-HCico»oioc»»ooo 
.C0^XC<»-<h-?Hi-HCO»CCI 


)0»ftda'-i«o6ClcOTfT}«t«-ocO^OXCIOO»-« 
C9kOiOXiCO)l>0)XXOdCOQ*-iCOXX-^^^0 

lO-xf^ddcococot^t-xxoai^Oii^cecb^ci*-! 


05  CO  •«f  »o 
d  »c  »o  CO 


s** 


d  d  CI  d 


ci  CO 


8^  t>. 
CO  ~ 


CO  0> 

^5^   ^q'   ^n 


X 
CO 


CI  -^ 


X  Od 
CO  l^ 


8  0i  t*  ^  X 
»0  CI  CO  X 


CI 


<^^l4(T}4COCIC4T-i«-l 


* 

i.O'-<XCO»OcO»OXXcp»C»Ot-t>.CIOCIt^t»'^CO 
COiOiOdCO'^CO'^X'ChXOi'^r^OsRxCOCIiOl^ 

Rent  of 

Oyster 

Grounds 

1 

diCCir^CO'^t^OJ'fOCIOiiOiOOil^CICIXCIX 

cO"^»QX*^QOcocoo^eot^r>.^'^ococooic 
i-icoCQOOOooaoxu5cou5r^oaeocoocoi-i^'^ 

^"  d"  cf  t>r  oT  lo  c^  fo  -^  di  d"  d'  d"  d"  co"  ci"  CO  t*"  "^  Q  o 
WTt<"^'^ioxoiOd»-^'^"^"i^i-*ooai>-cO'^25co 

CO 


t^X®Oi-idCO^U5COh-XOi 


d 

O) 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX    COMHISSIONBRS. 


35 


n 

t3 


o 


30 
^     e 


II 


a    I    ^    « 


'9na9A»g 
l«»ox  01  "luao  JO  J 


S 

a 

I  i 

I" 


'anaaAOH 


a 
S    I    -^ 

fi    S     ^ 


00 


o 


*anaaAa|{ 
l«lox  <n  ia»0  aaj 


*dnudAa|{ 
P»1ox  0%  -^uaQ  jaj 


S    H 

c 
o 


.2  a 

o 


S 
i 


g  .a 


o 

e 

o 
O 


'ana3Aa|{ 


s  « 

o    a 
0    o 

la 


1 


5 

«a 


CO  ^  o  o  »-< 
CO  CO  t^  pi 
00  -H  ^^  <o 

i-T  ^  »-r  j-T  CO**  ci"  c^*^ 


Sh.  ta  O  10  t^  d 
10  u5  >o  ^  Tf*  to 


t^  <N   ^   1-1  O  CO  OJ 

<^  t^  09  00  0>   CO  ^1 

ud  CO  o>  oi  00  Q  *H 

8c5  CO  »o  00  ^  »-« 

l^  CO  00  »-•  CO  »-• 

'^  lO  «  Oi  ^  o^  t^ 

«  c^  w  ?i  CO  CO  CO 


5»0  W  t*  »-<  »^  iH 

»0  CO  CI   CO  i-i  ^ 

CO  cd  CO  t>-  p  O  Tji 

w  »-<  »-« 


Oi  t*  Q  ^  O  ^  ^ 

t»  «-l  ^  CO  N  o  o> 


<o  t^  00  « 

t*    Q  CO    ^ 

CO  oS  r«  CO 

0»  'S?  »-J  CO 

C4  ^  Q  ^ 

f-«   «  CO  CO 


CO  t^ 

SCO 


t»coco'^cpfHt>.kQi>^Qa> 

f-lrHC5t>*OOtHCOU300i-H 
<OCOt«COQOCOcd^UdCOCO 


o»obcocoOkocot«>o»oc4 


CO  r>- 

CO  rH 


CO  o 
C4 


«S5 


t*  N  t^  o» 

1-1  O  OS  CO 

oa  t*  -^  fH 

t^  Q  "^ 

CO  W  CO 

CO  CO  ^ 


W*  ci  C«  »H 


SiOOOCOOCOl^^t; 
O«-iOi>Q0c<)«-4a<i 


OOO-^OOiOOCO^ 
r^rHC^'^C^COQCO^ 

oot«u5kot«Ttiooa>c^ 

•«       M       »       M       •«       •>       •>       ».        • 

OOd>CUOb.b«OOCOC4 
£«  CO   CO   CO   C4   »H 


2  2  Jj;  S  ?8  31  S 

"^   ^  CO  CO   W   CO  CO 


rH  CI   CO   N   ^   O   31 

CO  »^   CO   '^   O   ^^   05 

•  •■•••• 

O  "^   ^  CO   ^   i-i   W3 

>o  ^  -^  c5  N  -^  o 

CO  00  t*  ^  ^  Cs|  o5 

^  ••           ^           a^           as           ^           ^ 

CO  l^  t*  Q  0»  CO  Ca 

fM  FN    f-l    ^    i-H    C)    CI 


•o 

00 

S^Si! 

s 

CO 

s 

CO 

^ 

s 

CO 

1-H 

to 

CO 

1^ 

to 

1-H 

1-H 

s 

1^ 

00 

00 

CO 

• 

to 

• 

• 

s 

■ 

<5 

CO 

• 

• 

« 

■ 

• 

CI 

• 

0 

■ 

^   CO 

C3  CI 

00  t>- 

CO   ^ 

8* 


vH    CO 
CO   kO 

to  to 


00  "^ 

35  i> 


»o 

00  to 
a>  o 


O   ^    to   CO 

«  ^  to  fc^ 


Oi   CO 
»Q   »0 

C5    »H 


CIC0^kOCOI^00O3Q*H 
O  O)  OS  OS  OS  OS  OS  CA   OS  OS 


00 

d 

i 

o 


.0 

•s 

■3 


I 


I 


& 


36 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COHHISSIONBBS. 


£?3 

03 

oT  '^ 

SS  6 

Z  ^ 

5  ^ 

• 

H-4 

O  Oi 

9 

n 

< 

o  S 

H 

P    - 

•<  ri 

2   CO 

Is 

S  5 
go 

p  o 

H    »5 

*a 

a 

O     < 

a  < 


CO   ^ 

1-H 

C<l   CO   ri   ©   Q      ' 
Oi   »C   (N   O  O 

O 

1-1  r*  Oa 
C^   O   N 

s 

,180,143 
518,362 

CO 

s 
s 

CO 

!<«   ^   LO  lO  CI 

lA   CO  CO  *-4   9) 

CO  ic  »c  »^  r-^ 

l>   oi"  Q  C^"  Co" 

CO 
CO 

444,139 

033,710 

37,111 

CO 

? 

Tf   1 

CI  ' 
CI 

*-4 

w^ 

Oi  O 

CO 

Oi  iC  O  Q  O  '«t 

'«j<  o  CO  o  o  cc 

i                 1-H 

)        Ci 

1-H 

00   -^   CO 
*0  03   CO 

g 

,196,770 
497,621 

co^ 

CO 

op   »C   C^    "0  -^   05           lO 

95  r^  CO  -^  -^  CO        »ri 
"«**  o  "^^  CO  CO  -^       c^ 

o*  tC  »o  c>r  CO  co"       oT 

*-4   »^  CO                              »o 

5 

CO 

464,497 . 

690,342. 

32,340. 

C5 

»-H 

s 

t*  00 

1^ 

i-H  CO  O  O  P  O         00 

t^  ^  »o  o  o  i^       Tt< 

o      c^ 

1  S  e<  8 

CJ 
CJ 

,099,471 
473,150 

^  or  C4  ic  M  r^        -^ 

CO   CO   1-H   lO    ,-H   b-           -^ 

^  a  Oi  to  ^^  ^^       o 

h-    tH    kO   1-1   CO   N           -^ 
M    rH    O                                   O 
CO           1-H                                w 

1-1 

380,702. 

,403,306. 

31,188. 

CO 

CO" 

1— • 

^^ 

1^ 

s 

nd 

c 
B 

08 

s 

08 
1^ 


a 
B 

09 


»-i  ,^  w 


a 
o 

a 

a 

111 
fl   d   c^ 

6r%S 


o 

1—1 

00     ^ 
^    cS 

•J  1-3 


CO 

t 

O 


03 


o 

o 

O) 
CO 

o 


CO    CO    »H 

•  ■  ■ 

O    CJ    o 


2« 

.     V  w     w 

O     CJ     $  $   J? 

c;    0)  CO  QQ  QQ 

CQ  CJQ      *  -     « 

-r     -  ^  »-«  « 

0>  OS  05  l>-  1-H 

eo  CO  »-•  »o  c« 

■         «         •  •  •         • 

5*  9*  6*  9*  6* 

98     fl8     03  OS     CS 

M  M  ja  M  JS 

O  OO  O  O 


-2 

a 

a 

C4 

Oi 


c» 

03 
H 


o 

a; 
CO 


c 

& 

CO 
O) 


OD 

j6 

a 

CI 

CO 
CO 


08 

O 


•e  ^ 


CO  >o 

CO  CO 


X 

o8 

3 

CO 


o 
o3 


a 
o 

-s 

a 


OD 

'3 

o8 

B 


i 

ffl  o 

S) 

I  a 

CQ  H 


i2 

p 

o 


00 

B 

9 


c 


X 


o 

S3 


0 

B 


2 

1 

a 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONER^. 


37 


a 
U 

a 

CO 

M 

< 

CD 

o 

O  ^ 

tf  as 


6 


0*  o 

CO  2 
3  I 

«  "< 
CO  H 

o   g 

S 

n 


H 

"< 
OS 

o 

b: 
o 


M      '^    H-« 


CO 

P 
o 

< 
•J 
•J 

H 

o 


B 

o 

H 

o 
as 


as 
o 

-< 

N4 

o 
o 

3 


o 

»i4 

as 

< 

CQ 

Q 

< 
CD 


15 


h 
D 

as 


S 
o 


as 

0 

>< 

•< 

H 


CO    »C    ( 

ro 

lO 

•     o  o 

00 

CO 

t^ 

-^ 

00  o 

o 

1^  w: 

o 

o  o 

CMI 

■ 

CO  ^  o 

eo 

00  CD  C4 

t^   <D   OD 

N  "^  o 

00  CO   ^ 

CO  X  o 

M 

^  CO  ^ 
go  CO  w 

C<l    »Ci   !>. 

•s            «^            «^ 

i  ■ 

go  O  »-< 

•       00   ^  •-• 

.-4  CO   *-< 

t>.   ^   ^ 

O  li  CM 

CO    CO    tA. 

C<l  CM^  O 

^  CM  CO 

CM  O   rH 

lO  0?   ^ 

c^f 

^^  cf  tf 

5J  2  S* 
^  5  cc 

of  CM  n" 

CO  c^^  ^ 

CM  i>r  o 

§i  1  2 

CO    CO   CO 

•» 

o  «-<  ^-» 

wH    r-4    «-H 

^ 

^  ^  i-T 

^'     ^ 

« 

^  ^  ^ 

TJ1 

^1     '<J1     ^4 

1%^ 

•                     •                     a 

• 

•         •         • 

Co'  CO   CO 

■               •              • 

*H    1-H    rH 

•                  •                 • 

1-H    fH    f-H 

a»<3 

Gi   Oi   '-^ 

CO 

•        (M    CJ    C^ 

t^    '^   N. 

O   CO   CO 

8SS 

•             •             • 

O    O    00 

^  -^  W 

•                     B                    • 

1^ 

t^  lO  r- 

■          •          • 

0*1 

»o  X  C^ 

rH    fH    -^ 

*                •                * 

l>.   CO    CO 

•            •            • 

CO  (N   '*' 
OO   lO   'f 

i 

CM  lo  e5 

»o  1^  C^ 
O)  h*   ^ 

CM   CO   O 
^   00   CO 

O   X   ^ 

Q   *-•   CO 

9  X  oS 

a>  CO  oc 

•       CM   ^   X 

CO   -t    ^ 

CO  »c  ^ 

CM   O   ^ 

c<r  oTco 

S  K  i 

oT 

tC  uf  rC 

O  00  t>. 

00   i-<   CM 

{2  S"  S" 

^            ^            •% 

p  ^  »o 

l>-   X   "^ 

N   O   CO 
N  1^  o 

i^ 

t^  O^CM 

'^  '^  o 

«• 

CO  CO  ^ 

§.2 

CO    rf  O 

I-""  x"  oT 

CO  «?  o 

N   CM   O 

•*            ^            ^ 

O    1^    ^H 

S  M 

CO   C^l    OS 

rH    1-H    »H 

Ih- 

gcoc. 

11 

00  a>  '>c 

^^   00    I" 

^    ^    ^ 

8   S   CO 

rH    f-H     ^^ 

» 

lO   iC   l^ 

■^   CO   CO 

o  o  --^ 

"^  iC  -^ 

1 

Ci  C^~  (N 

2:| 

'^  ^  x: 

CO 

^w*     '9'     ^^ 

• 

1-H     f-<   ji-H 

»C   lO   t>» 

^    CO   CO 

«.  M 

00  »o  -.-. 

CO 

JS,<I 

r^    i-«    C^ 

1- 

cvT  csi  c^T 

r^  CO  •?• 

•^ 

l>-   h-   1^ 

^  X  cc 

)                         1-H    T-H     1-H 

X  X  o 

^»     ^1     ^1 

1^ 

O  Oi  -< 

CO 

l-H    »-H     ^H 

CM   «0   X 

1-H 

"^r  <J  oc 

r*  t^  CS 

|H 

N   «M    C^ 

l-H     1— 1     C^J 

zl 

• 

o  »-<  C^ 

©  »- 

1   CM        O   i-H   CM 

O    -H    cv 

1                  CM   S   S 

O   »^  CM 

sss 

3 
►I 

C^   C^  C^l 

w  cs 

1   CM        CM   CM   CM 

CM   CM   CV 

CM   CM   CM 

0   0)0 

1-H     t— t     t— t 

O)  a 

1-H     »- 

>  O       O  O   0) 

<     1-H           f-H     i-H     pH 

0)0  0 

»-H     f-H     ^ 

»            o  o  o 

*                       1-H    ^H    fH 

o  o  o 

w^    r^    1-* 

*-H    f-H     f-H 

1 

s  . 

1  • 

s  ■ 

to 

1 

d     . 
*-*  S 

^a     O 

*                              ^,«|^ 

' 

■ 

a 

s  1 

I 

0 

3 

a 
s 

!                 8 

^           1 

'           1 

•  ■ 
OQ 

a 
o 

1 

1 
► 

1 

01 

1 

c 

•5; 

! 

1 

> 

1 

i 

I 

> 

• 

5 

i  s 

4)  'O 

1 

>                       w 

^     1 

1 

s 

o 
O 

o 

> 

1 

s 

2 

1 

1 

^s 

e 
a 

^              1 

g 

^    1 

1 

1-^ 

4                                        tFN 

t 

1    e- 

1 

g 

1 

1 

• 
> 

0 

5         ^ 

1 

F 

4 

1 
■ 

J 

a 

I 

a 

2 

Of 

00 


a 

-S 

S 

e 

o 

a 
« 

cr 

a 

a 

o 


d 

G 


38 


BBPOBT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMIOSSIONSBS. 


5 


9 


•*-i: 


I 


a* 
a 


a  a  $    S5S 


s 


CO  O  CS| 

^  o  qc 


lO  o  o 

!>.   b-  1-t 


J5Sf:    gS? 


»n  go 

^  y^  O 

b-  o  »c 

i>-  a  00 


t^  eo  t>. 

to  O  X 

of  of  i-T 


CO  09  oc 
t^   O  Ol 

»-•  oi  ^ 

of  ro  Q 

t^  a  QC 


*?? 


*^   00  ^^ 
Ol   »C   CO 


Ol  "*  »c 
t^    CO   Ol 


U5 


CO 

o 

w^  in  iO 
OO  CO  '^ 


Si 


OC   CO   1^ 

o  ^  •-• 


0^  O  00 

a  i'^  lO 

t*  O  Oi 

«o  oT  T-T 

Ol  09   "^ 


ro  Ci  t^ 

1-^  •-<  »0 


CO  Oi  rt 
eo  o  z    . 

OJ  M  Ci     S 


CO  1^  3: 
$5  Tj-  — 

6«    CO   C 

Cjf  of  X 


Ol  «  Ol         ^  1-1  ^ 


•o  lO  »r5 

SS8 


CO  i^  r- 

o  »o  0« 


s 


CO    X 

t^  o 


1-^   CO   CO 
C4   ^   O) 


O  t^  r^ 

U9  O)  CO 


r*  ^  Tf 

So  00 
f-H     09 

««  <k  •» 

CO    ^   00 

:^  '^  9 

r*  o>  o 

«^         «^         •% 

t^  00  00 


JO  o  o 

l>.     l^  1-H 

t*  CO  r* 

«5   lO  « 

w^     1-i  QC 

09   09  f-i 


»o  CO  ca 

•-H   CO   CO 

00  ^  -^ 


CO   ^    ^ 


CO  «o  r>. 

«te  0^  ^ 

«  CO  o 
»0  CO  t>. 

»-i  00   »-< 

09   W3  CO 


09   CO   00 
l^   CO  CO 


CO  CO  1^ 
Oi  »0  "^ 
«^   CO   CO 

09 

■^  I^  -Tjl 

■^  1-1  o 

CJ  -^    Tj< 


8S 


U3 


ss 


r^  Q  1^ 

"^f  Q  »0 
'^    CO   CO 

•^  a^  vik 

X  Od  09 
t^  X  9> 
CO  1-1   « 

•h  MV  «ib 

So  CO 


CO  O  re 


a 
o 


o 

"a 


OJ  r-'  I 

CO    T 


O   CO  X 
09  »c 

o  ^ 

O   S  CO 


3 


^aCtO      i-if-i»-i      r^t>-co 


$4 


X  X 
09  09 


oa  O  ^ 
^  lO  »o 


^  Oi  o> 
»o  »o  -^ 
t*  1^  ^ 


t^     1-H     1-H 

Q   CO   -< 
CO   "-T   X 

co^co  re 


•^aoo     ^HrH^H     t<*r^co 


^g$s 


o>  O  i-< 

^   »0  lO 


"^  o»  o 
»o  »o  -^ 

r*  I*"  ^^ 


o 
a 

6 

a 
o 

s 


toxt^     _ii-if-i     r*r«tN. 


*-•   09   04 
CO  CO   ^ 


i>  1-H  oa 
>0  CO  *o 


CO  I:*  »-H 

>0  O   09 

"^  o  o 

«  •    • 


SCO 


CO    _ 
09^  »0^  ^ 

^  •^■'  IT, 


8  S  ?9    8  S  § 

O)  O)  Oa       O)  Od  O) 


S  09 

Oi  Od 


8»H  09 
09  09 

Oa  Oa  O) 


<-    ^  09 
Ol   09  09 

o>  o  o> 


09  C4 

O   OS 


<5 


-«-9 

OS 

o 

o 

o 
OQ 

C9 


■M     I 


OQ 


OS 

o 

Q 

g 


eS 

M 

a 
a 

J 

bfi 

'S 


o 

a 

o 

a 

H 


9 
I 

a 

•a 

J) 

08 

u 


OS    h 

8  a 

o 


S 

o 

s 

o 

fr 

8 
S 


00 


o 


o 


OD 


o 

d 
o 


B 

'a 

§ 

.Is 

JS    o 

CJ    "^ 

g    ^ 

PB4 


OD 

Si 

a 


c 
O 


e 

u 

e 
_o 

*• 

a 
5 

o 

• 
0 
0 

9 

e 


•0 

e 

0 


I  c 


SI 

c 

3 
0 

t 

c 


•3 

3 


RBPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMHISSION1&B8. 


39 


C4 


CO  00 
CO  00 
^« 

S3 

ooT 
coc«« 


Oft 


(5  CO 

vdod 


«4 

s 

8^ 

^ 

3 

s 

gs? 

"* 

NOJ 

CI 

^3 

lO 

r*o> 

s 

s 

coo 

o 

•k 

U 

VN 

s 

«o 

CO* 
CO 


CO 

C4 


U5 


o 

X 
C4 


^^ 

g 

2g 

•CO 

^ 

ts.(D 

8S 

s 

xco 
to 

ss 

Si 

o?o 

-* 

i-4 

X 

g 

W^ 

N 

C4 

•» 

** 

K! 


SS 


I 


M 


5 

CO 

w^ 

t* 

X«-< 

i 

fi 

lOQ 
04O 

o 

®«i 

•■4 

fc 

cO*H 

s 

ss 

COO) 
CO"* 

* 

r* 

r«'<» 

1* 

• 

Q^^ 

»-l 

s 

co 


lO 

r* 

X 


CO 

•o 

?0 

o 

C4 


—  X 

O 

32 

xi>. 

•O 

■^  o 

N 

A^ 

io5 

CO 

si 

oo 

o> 

QO 

•«tc5 

S 

8 

w       w 

» 

8^ 

S 

» 

s 

lO 


o 


tot* 

"*N 

•o 

CO 


lO 

to 

00 


t- 

3 

SiS 

c« 

1^ 

i 

lOM 

t 

§ 

§S 

CI 

»3 

i^"m" 

X 

3 

S" 

8 

•» 

o 
00 

CO 

CM 


COCO 
^x 

lOi-4 


go 


CO 


Si 


94 


s 

ss 

i 

i 

uS 

• 

04 

s 

to 

04 

CO 

0) 

s 

(O 

CI 


CI 

<0 

K 
lO 


s 


kO      lO 


0) 


!S    S 


«      -* 


04 
04 
0» 


SSS^I 

$126,192,756 

123.626,523 

36,868,771 

•o 

o 


gssi 

• 

721 
791 
001 

$123,306, 

111.777. 

32.312, 

«o 
00 

CO 

•A 

CO 

<o 


• 

SS^SI 

• 

,647,736 

423,646. 

176.629 

82^ 

o 
00 

CO 


-^      8 


••3'5'g      o 


33 


M 


I 

9 
<*> 

e 

a 

i 

'3 

I, 

I 

M 
o 


MM         S 
9  O 

II 
II   ^ 

O  O        O 


o 


40 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIOXERS. 


5 


OQ 


V  d  q 


o 


4>  C3  o  -*^ 


S3I 


5-3 


h*?  n'3 


*  fl  o 

Pug*' 

o 


o 


2SS^ 


« 


2$^® 


t'- 


CO 


3 


SSS2 


O  f-i 


O^OM 


oi     eo»o 


i 


«0  i-t 


O  PS 


CI 


ic  t  b»  «•':  lO 


«f  O  "3  ^*  ^ 


C«5 


«!9 
WW 


CI  CO 

CIO 


OCS 


So 


SI 


CI 


«3  ^  ^  CI  '.'^ 

ift^ooo 


f         ^ 


^o^-«»o 


OCIWO>»H 
"^^nCCliO 

r^o        CI 

®*  CI 


•O'^r^cii 
u5^oo< 


""f         -• 


c<  t^  ob  X  r- 


COiQCOiCO 

SW^WCI 
^f*  OS  w 

ooodo»r5o 

»^CI  "* 


s 


o 


g 


o 
o 


s 


X 


X 

•o 
o> 

w 


r^^•xo>-•ln>oas■^x•-4WCl^<• 

;SCIWWO<0(OCI^t»OOO^ 


i.T  ^ 


^  l>H 


OOCI«QCSXT'VO^r^Ot< 

t^i.oioox^kQaibh.ioou3»oud 


»•?  CJ  Q  X 
t'-'fOO 


CI 


CI 

o 


^ 


M5 


X( 


iX^ 


)  1^  r<*  QC  *c 

lO  WOCb 


X 
CI 


CI 


x^^t^-woosw© 


A  t.  r«  ^  ^  ^  t>.  t, 

iC      WCI      ®ww 


g 


CI 
CI 


r^ 

■* 


lOQO 


gO^QX 
^oo 


SB 


;2:3|S 


CIXtT^ 


OX"-© 
ClOSO«-^ 
t*  ^  "(l*  ^ 

W«-i 


X 

8 


X 

X 


55 


ci 


»c  "^  o 


CI 


h-Cli« 


Clh-W 


M  ift  t^ -4  ^  «C  ^  O 

ClO-*ClOXCIW 


18' 


CI 


s 


xcici'^coxcfe 

M  <-•  OS  W  O —' O  « 


xicxSx 


^r-ci 

X     Sci 
§5'     -'        - 


'Wr* 
w 


S 


iC  X  ^  3"  !>•  ■^  t«- 

Q  ^  CI  O  X  CI  N 


CI 


O) 


t*  w  X  »o  •1 X «« ec 
r^ocioboxr^co 


Cl  >0  Cl  W  W  e»  U3  Q 

M-'TSoqxxoo 
cT  "-^  p  «  o  »>^  ^i>^ 

O       CI«fl^WOiO 
t*      W  CI      OS 


•-<  iC  •-«  W)  ^  ^  ^ 

OOXO'^^O 


■tfS 


ow 


g 


—  o^ciQoe* 

l»X<X)^W^ 


o^*^w«owr>. 

~  ^  --  ^f  CI 

<NOX» 


•?5  CI  ^ '-J  — « ^  c*i 


CO 
CI 


cig2 


eccif  ot- 

•O  O  "*  W"* 


•o 


Oi 
CI 


iC  >C  CI  «  CI 
kOCIt»&iO 


vi^  t^  to  A  iC 

XOO  WW 

w     w^ao 
i>r     1-^eco 


f  Cil>»CIXQ-* 

O  "^  W»-"  ^"OO 


«'* 


0:<-<iCO)000 
w  r*  CI »«  ^  "*• » 


ce«-i( 


X 


iMOW^ 

•  O^OOb 

CIO 
CI 


S-^t>.cixxa« 
ow^'t^o 


o-* 


>C  Cl  »6  O  QO  w  to 


X"t 
CI    "^ 

^'i^cicigox 


^       WW 


WWClXO 

l>^     ^^o 


Ot>-i5XCICl5>®CIWOCIO»^«05pXt-»OWCI 

CI»-OOO«0O'-^Wi-<t*W^O^O»-t»^««^CH* 


o      ^ 


^      O 
w 


'^•W 


WOXCS«ClXCIh.W»t*WX««OWW«0»OS 
ClXU?»00'<tC10^WOClUdOOO>0«D^t<«^ 


O  CI  ;0  i-i  M3 

iN.w®a^ 
ww'>tS 


Xb-«5»OX»OWOW^^5"*CICI^^OiQ^.-i 
»0       M»^      •C'-CI  O       ^^l^CI 

e  o  cT       ^^ 


ocie 


S: 


w 


r*h-o» 


S! 


ci^ao 


n 

x" 


CJCICI 

oxo 

CI 


RSS 


lOQX 

P9S 
e5©x 


ntCia 

^^  W^   ,^^ 


s 


^ci^e 

—  qfci 
•^c5t* 


r^r^ci 

"*00 


C«"*X 


iCto 

wS 


^w< 


w 

CI 


r-QOWW'-'OSX^XCJ-^»OXQt*Oi'^'-'^?^'-Q«OCIiO^XOCI'«ft^^i 

r>.ifti?3C5^wt>-cDXOJ»-«wci^OXoswwciowi5r^®i-'X^"0'^^x^i 


iX9>Q*coa 

i^000t<«0 


.-i^CI       ^^^ 


w 


e         r-l 


w 


SX  9 
1^9 


t>---c» 

xa» 


CJ, 


8 
8 


s 


?0 


7-1 


'  X 
X 


CI 


w 

CI 

o 

w     U 


•4 


ri 


8 


I 

I'r^«ct>.ci-^i>-h-wrfwicn"cso^«o»c»o^«f5»«'fcio»owwxxt*oi>-r*»«ocio»r«-ci 
'— cici^     cir«ci^«  ■-<     •^»H  o     ci«-<^  —  '^o     ^     w     ««w     ^i^w 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


41 


« 

X 

f- 

PS          1 

B 

Q         ' 

^ 

D 

Q 

^00 

S2  **4 

So 

Si 

<  ,' 

ij 

Q  •< 

^  5: 

^.o 

a^ 

H  O 

^  ^ 

M 

1^ 

"2, 

gr- 

Qa 

^r 

«   < 

5  fe 

^o 

OS  g 

so 

S5  ^ 

-«j  « 

«  « 

CH-"       1 

gg 

^^ 

oc  r. 

H  ^ 

^H    ,1 

TATE 
AND 

CC  00    1 

«B 

^^ 

t^ 

^"i 

«« 

o2 

^a> 

<^ 

U  fe. 

>J  o 

;^s: 

.--< 

^!3; 

?^ 

J'i  H 

« s 

Oh 

ii 

n  2 

5^. 

u 

h 

< 

r* 

>i« 

« 

« 

0 

0 

<; 

S  a  Q«f 


•«Neo 


•«  ooo  •^ 

O    -     'OO 


^      f^  f-4 


2Sg 


M 


8 


2^2  5 
-'IZ  a 


ibe«^i^cou5eoiAi»icoudonMC4QOX 


>0  01iQ 


•» 


•  0)09 


»COi 


CO 


^ 


00 
OS 


W' 


CI 


3S3 


)OCO 


CO 


M 


8 


o 


CI 


SSS:: 


o 

o 


o 


ocoo^eo 
ciOiooi»a» 


S 


oS 


•OQI 


9eot» 


lO 
CI 


S 


COOi 


M^MCI 

U3       CI 


s 


eo 

O 

Hi 


cie 


—  25 


cii>^go 

1-4  lA 

a»o5 


CI 


o» 


g 


Sea  oS 


O  iQ  CI  r-  o'Oi  o  h-  o  >o 


S33S8 


i-^cir^ci«oc«ot>»ooe9^i^-»««-iOQCi 


CI 


CI 


:8' 


CO 


s 


:S 


co»o< 


r^    •     *i4 


^eo 


t-c««ocii-ie900weoeo 


3«a«©«DQi«»eo«Occt*iftcopcieor^QC« 
aoo*4CiA»ococir«QOOu5or^cici3cD 


Seoeo 


i-tCO'-iC^       ^SCOMO 


5"§5)2! 


'CI 


ci>ocoeoa)^a3»o^oc4coco! 

OI^^COCO       t*  t«»  »5  00  CO  O  «0  I 


i  CO  OS  ^  » 


cotb 


if5       ^M 


CI       X 


CO         ^ 


CO  ^co 
»^co 


QiQeoci^%ocoo*o 
WiO*HCO^^ocoeo^ 


SS3o3 


^COCII^CIi 

«-•  «o  ^  ^  O  ( 


i^ccr^r^cc-^t»f3'0«*«ci 

iC0»-«C0h-O^O<0O^^t» 


»«?o 
co»co 


CI 


to       CI 


CO 


eo 


h-         -H 


p-CO 


00 


s 


^1 


o3 


«» 9 


eor-i«Dooooeoci^^ic 


O  Cl  CI  O  00 

r«eo^Ot«0 


^r^ci«OQOQt^oeo«oco^9«OMt^r«ci 
'-^^cot««»oa»c4^as^cs9osi^t<>cioo 


cocoa; 
•*t»<o 


aQQ*c<Hco^r<>^r^^ 

o  Sco  0004^95  oo^oo  h- 

«o^eo»OQQod«0'0  0 

aoci^MxasCtA^ 


Os3r^»Hoo 
00     »cco» 


»oco 

t«O)O0 

3S8 

ci9 


^cacococicococoo9iot^opoociioco«oqQa»>-4Cor^:i''<fQOi^«t^cot«Ar^ci;oxci 
cocox  — ««/5r<-co»5oo*HO»-»-cio»-'«0'»f'0»^cooi^w5<-'Cii-i^i-ici«oo»o»35»-ici 


CI 


«     <-l 


tft         l-l 


NCO 


t«X^^-«C0b>^C0CIQ0'«ib.t^iQXOt^^QI^O-4O>0X'^3COCiaCI>CO^-<O'^OX 

t«r^cD^coc4«H<c^t<>«ioaba>coSt«0)t*u5oo)(0^cii-io»xr>>eo>oxcii^Ot^ociO)<-i 


^«02f«5X-^X>QOOCOff>^OS^Q< 
CI  0»  ^O  » i-<^l^c5  00  ^«0  CO  «0  ^»-^0  ® ' 

CI «  00  QcfoT  h«  «*  ( 


)Ociior- 


•or-QO»coocit(5«q»'^'fci' 
t*eoxix-»-t*ci«o^^^cit-- 

■<fu59a»cico>ocicD>oo^cii 


iicdor^oor? 

'^X«COCI( 


_  r«oco'«oi<«{ 


cia»ooos9«cicixr« 

-^       ^  ^  l-l  CI  CI  lO  «-i  CO  U3 


IX 
CO 


rt«Qcio>xt<-co«b^o6aQcio-4Ci^coci^ 

I  — ©SOXSh-'HC^icOPtCOSOXCI       


«>H  ®  ^4  «^ 


0>^-* 
CI 


CO 


CO  CI 


COCIt* 


CI 

X 

X 
CI 

f-l 
CI 

» 

X 


8 
8 


eo 

CO 
CI 


o  c  o  «* 

Q.    O-M    O 


«oo^i»^a>r«acoioiocia)cscicia»cix>o>ocic4cicit^u3Qci'«oo>oocr^ico-4'0 
r^xco^cotoiAAr^9^«DX<0'<4<9X^^>QOOO)eo;ociiQu5^ro>/3i-^iC^^cint<«c9n 


f-i^d       i-^COi-i       CI 


«     ^ 


QfO     CM     ^     (Hdci     .Hcoco 

CO 


nh-i 


^s 


o^  *.S 


Z^Q 


S 


•^  r<>  o»  o  lO  CD  CI  a  «-•  CO  Cl  OS  CO  O)  to  a  CO  o  t^  X  X  o  00  od  O)  >c  X  ^  «0  O)  X  «o  X  CO  ^  CO  CI  to  CO  X 
•mci^co     ci«oci^if         -<  l-l  xd         ec«3»-ii-i     i—coco     cikS"^ 


pa  N  en 

Ej  d  d  >  S  S*^^ 


42 


REPORT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX   COMMISSIONERS. 


U 


£  &^  o 


s 


XCC 


S£ 


C4tO 

So 


30 


....   -oo  •  -o 


N 


-•OiO'-^x?:«!CSiSii^cocit>. 


b>eo^«Qanp»oxQ>-':xep«T9 
c^Pr*«o»«?5fCwif5  — —  SM'fuJ 

t*»»Ht-«o        xr*     -^oxxcsiS 

•      * 


»■?»- 


«o 


70  X 


«?5 


eo 


C?5 


X  X 


W  It  X  —  X  « 


?;  ^  lit  5C  5  © 

X  •':  r^  «ft  ac  c<9 


74 


xr^ 


S' 


04 


!8 


c« 


SSSSI 


ic«eow) 


M 


8' 


«9<<«ib.^pOeiOC0Q0Q9O00«Q^C9«  I  C 

cccs^^ToSh-OieteooocotoMeieiso    n 


k.'3oo«D«ior<3»QC40oo«^icr^e<«r«^o<D 
»C4     i>.»HPO     cseo«»c»*     SSro 


r»     TOO 


CON     ^an 


xo 


Xh- 


NO* 


X 


o 


s 


o    ■    - 


•i:  C4  «.'i  t^  '»• 
lO ».':  »^  X  eo 


Sg5^^ 


«»H 


•COO 


©--  X 


05  — 


rt 


■  I 


!3 


So  ©5 


<2: 


r-rO'fN 


CO  ^  «  X  •-':  "5 


N  O  O  tc  P3  a  »rt  i.c  'T  r>. 

O^-^'fafirO'^X'* 


«ooatooc^«^<-<oc^*-'Ma^Qoox 


^N 


M 


S 


v«       •         10*4 


6 

X 


raScoo 


Moaot^XTrca«Xeot:>«7)XX 

K»ooo<-ixxroa)a60i*-<OMkOoro 


dbcon»«oo)aD*oco^cDxo>e4coc>i^ 


.hQCO"^ 
•H-J"C0 


eoo 
eo 


o     ( 


i«Hiceoic«oo<-40cDr^i^ 
100     OO'-'^     eoi-ie<«oc>i 


9i 


CON 


04 

CO 


coo 

CD  a^  X 

»-«»0N 


OD 


«  0  O-S 


^8 


Xf  MO 


COOIiCX«»C«OCO"5'XX«-'5»Ofr^ 
C0t»<-i«NO**4^'VOOMC0^Q0^ 


oQ9cooe4«^^06i«-)esiOb'H( 


lOOX 


^04 


C4 


CO 


n 


fM    •      liJlM 


5 
3 


NCOO-^ 


«or^eO'*o»Ot>.r^ON«Ot*t*iC{5 

0BC0M^^'*0JXC0»':«ff0"«1>i.'5O 


to  ^ -«  o  ei  CO  o  S  ■<•  le  o»  COO  ^  r«oo  r« 


•  coacc4 
n-i®X 


-^OJc5f4tot-©ao»042?«fto>^»-< 

|«.COoqN©h.OCi»C^<DON»-<e4CO 

Vo^c3«ooVaQo»ocooc*^r>riC 

i>.^eoi4uiM     xo-^^or^Ocom 

«e     ^  ^         Mco<«i 


» 


Sa>oco^eOkOoa«^^Qe<9»<P'<«*<)^ 
x-«QoogQooroO^OTOt«.S^t^oco 

g'^t«ro^«ft-r«*  Vc4QO^io»^e«eo« 

«-i       040)      »5  ©404      «  — "tf" 


oj 


coxd«eo«xxoo'»'^ot^"*ro'*rob*SioOo»>»^'-"-*eoo^e4<o»Hr*oco»^« 


^^04 


CO 


04«-< 

CO 


•^^ 


eo 


•H^*        miO'^ 


8i 


^ica>coQ<eh-X04>A»»Ob'«>0>Q<->aoOh>ao^'4oe^eotteoeoa>oiOQeooa9oa'^^     •^ 
^04co^Ou3^oa»i<«>oto«oor«xo«HOtD>o^»^ora^a»^o>oCt»oaD»«»-ira«^a  ,  <^ 


ie4Xt»t*"*^'t®«5toQc>4C«4r*( 

^•»04coi»ubvO<>P'^Ot»^<^i 

ltol5i-l04^0«-^^'*»Xt*Xi 


)co>oaoi( 


iO)04^(Doa^^comQD«OGQMiQaosc 
iOfr4r«XOt«00*490bNO«D^^O 


tN.iQf-iQQf-it««p0lQe«0C00<^(«C4X*0Oe0>29to<P0E>9to'0 
Oit^OSi       xSOC0tf3C40l0404e<4^C4i-4-«OO      f^txS^ 

f4C0r*N         "^X*-" -  -  i^-  wr_ 


(•OC4N0404C4  . 

104  v^^H       ■C'^^^'^to^ 


.«DCOS04|:«(De^<OOIC4P) 
iu3a»04cOX'H$^      QiOC 


3f 
X 


CI 


8Q3'Or«.04r:.o««oo4co^<cxiot*cso»CQ64t-'*^'*«»et.^Qt-r<-Q«P»o««o«« 
SOX'-^0)OC0'-^X04C0'^(D04r«04C0*QU0«0104^h>«DO^04*-ii004l«Oa0OO^C^ 


*h^mpn04       fM^iHfHCO 


to     *^ 


to 


^      ^0404      e4'»e4 


xo»0)-<co«D^o^o^«xoiic^cor«>ooo^eoooeooft04^iopo&co^xo4-^»^>o^>o 

i-iN»^».0       rOto0404r«  —       «04  ^04       04       ««i-iX       «       OlvHv-iiOiO       ^«* 


X 


REPORT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


43 


B 


as 


H 


W 


a 


S  is 

H  O 

So 

•||g 

«•« 

CO) 
So 

^^ 

wg 

h  < 

O  H 

Ml 

«  PS 


< 
o 

O 


c8 


S  S  Q 


1 

o 


i 


!S 


coo 


?§S?»^ 


iCDCO 


tAC90>0 

SQOixCO 

1-1  CO 


teooS 


oSo5« 


ccooooo 
•c>< '    '    ' 

31 


It* 


oSo^ 


SCO  AID 


•Oh-ieii-i 

f-iiooao 


io^r.tQ 


*      «     ■>     » 


%\ 


I  lO  ^  ^  o 


sssss 


»eoQO*H«« 


eor>- 


COCO 


8 


^■^  ^^V  ^^^  ^^» 


ra  ic  to  1-4  e*4 


C4A1-IOC4 
CO  CI 


M 


s 


8 


CO 


s 


^ 


^ 


*o 


CM 

o 


CO 


CM 


06 


ss 


3 


00 
C4 


CO 


CM 


\B 


iM(eeou3o«a«oeoceoo 
)0>^ocoQO*Hoa»c5i-i 

■      •      -  ^^      •  ^3      ■•■•■• 

•00     •  C^      CM 


O--" 


I  lO  CO  ©  ^ 'l*  •-* 


C^      CMi 

Is.  .M 


CO 


■*CM^CMOi-<^NQ^Ci>O«N00h»vQO®00 

Oi»«-'^eocM"^CMW'i<«;oji-40»eo^o»>flCMOco 


^: 


)eo^goeo^eMOJ( 

uS^^CMCOCMh.! 
-       CO  CM 


I  CO  CO 
CM* 


00 


8   -- 


Dl 


> »  OS  t*  ^  CM  t*  3! ' 

<«eoi-t  5*«i 


IMi 


)*0 


S^2 


•0C4O 

coi>«S 


c^«-* 


^  :SS3SSg 


o 
a 


O       00 
00 


C0iO0Q9*eO«p 

•^coaeo»-<«5 


t^»OOCO'*f 
l^OpOffiCO 
l«CO^«^ 

i-T    g» 

8   2 


3  :$3 

CM 


IN. 


CO 


ss 


C9 

CO 


8*Qa&ioeoa>eMQOC4GO^O-^^SCOtocoio» 
oi->(oo?io»oo>ooaooscot«OQeh> 


00        •-• 


Si2CMeoO'5;'¥»«5«e»OCMC<CMgot»'rMOc;© 
tQ-«F-ico^<^0(»io«Doooon^a)r*cMOco 


eoouSoraMcoaaeoCM^ooo     «d     co^Mnco 
CMOO     CM     t*^     r*     O  ^o»-*00 

m  »  n  ««  a  »       « 


S 


^     00 


s 


»H     eoi-i 


S8^SS§^gS8SSBS§8mse23?2 


00   •     »-• 


•     § 


>oo» 


o»A^eii$oor*aQaoOAtQC4pQQOCM«pco 

•-4Cbm^O«Oh-t^aOO>^>Q'OOO>OO«09«O 


,H(o^eMr^oaoQ^coo^eo>Q«ioaeMCM«Doo 
a)^ooco9'^oQeMQMt*oo>oQt^o>S<o^'^fc> 


OCM 


iQh.       If       kOOO       ^1-41-1       ^       O0QC|( 
i-<      00      -^N      r-      CM  CM      < 


^        CO 


CM 


^«0»t«^MeM^t.e4>^(OQCO«DiQ>OAOCMiOOQM^O(Oe<OQCM 

CMS'HeM*^Ot-ioe>)0'H<-4el«oo^oaoi-4<-i>QC40c5i->or*oc4Sc» 


t*        1-1 


CO      00 


F^  00 


>oo<4?co*4(peM<-4CM^i-iud^eoeMcoQ>otD*daMQOO'HeM^<o^«p 
^ioo^^S«Doo^co(OiocMr«'««a>0(Oi-)OoOooi^^co«oot^a;M 


t^^eo«oo^b^Ofti^b^Oi^eM>*eo^r*^oqcqi^oq^»>jOOc<< 
t*wcDo»^     ^     o*     eoiot»eMCMai-40QO^«3S^neM«ub<ogcM 


CM 


CO 


^0Q«O 


S»OCM 
t>flO 


I  CM  CM 


COvHIQ 
CO  CM 


Scoot 
eo^ 


•^■^Q 
«^o 


'HMOO 


(DCOOO 
CO  •-•♦-• 


co^ 


COOQO 


11 


00 


ObN^ 

0009 


S9 


c* 


CO  1-4 


0004^ 


Q  to  iQ  a  O  iQ  c^  go  CO  O  Q  Q  <o  oa  «p  Q 10  <D  CD  CO  U)  CO  (-^  iQ  «o  2  0>  9  9?  Oi  t^  CO  CO  CM  CO  CM  QMS  «H  oa 
3MeM(hiociooraoc6N«CMa»c4«004eM>-i^<-it^e4«abb>SNr«M<eoi-iO)ooo»o<Doo^ 


*Ni-4CO       iHCOfH       CM 


CO       *H^ 


i^(^     CM*^     iH^eo 


o»o>o»ooa)QO^ao^cooa'«'*o^O)«o^^e4«CM(Oo»ooacMoo^eMt<»pt«^coQOioeoeo 

f-H        O 


lilies 


a 

S 


Is-d" 


Si 


c 
o 


6  ^  «  « 


8 


CO 


8 
8 


10 

0» 
CO 


8 

■ 

8 


00 
t* 


CO 


8 
8 


9 


8 
8 


to 

00 

o 

§ 

8 
8 


Oi 
10 


O 


44 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


^ 


o 

H     • 

OQ(N 
HO) 

ST 


< 

o 


Q 

g 

-< 

S3 

ft. 

H 

■ 

g 

Cfi 

•2 

< 

9 

a  <^ 
-    z 


cSa 


go 
Z 

I 

Q 

< 
so 


H 

00 

2 
O 

«< 
P 

> 


o 

n 

CO 


O 

5f- 


CQ 

O 
H 


H 
(J 

H 


g'^' 


•< 

o 

o 


1.  ■**       OS 

A,  6»  ♦>  O 


M  W  *  K 

63 


O  B  O  -^ 


5 


S  c  o  .^ 


5- 

<2: 


£:  M  s 


Q.   CI  «-»    O 


I-  **        o! 

0*;  «♦*  o 


d5t.S 


c 

Eh 


X 


s 


oj  I/;  -H  «p 


a> 


CO«D( 


»c 


•ACQ  CD  00 


M>C«Oe<9 


Os^ 


«D^Q0cO 


O0Ci»C  V 


s 


^«fAC90<D»OaiAkOP39a)9iaiO'<1<«D^>-43094m»^ 

O       •       •       .       .  ^5 Q 


«5 

CO 


3;^r-ecoeot"^t>»'-^r>-©QWGS?oo»eoo-^"*spsDO 


eocc^i'^raaie^^pQi 


Si^SS^®9^S"^!X)a>c>iciOrMOftC40)0«o^>-)<4ico 


CO 


«NN 


X 

-♦ 


so      ^ 


B^S 


r-?0© 


M  — N 


«0 


r^ 
w 


2 


S3 


-jsoc^i  COX 

O»0b.C0C^ 


CDXMCO^ 

h-coNOjgo 


t^^ 


s 


23 


s 


o 

CO 


"f  o 


s 


cox 
OS'-" 


CO 


«X050C»500CIMOS'^'TCM«-fC»»COCO»»'«OMX»^l 
CO  — •«»-4r^QOC^C>«^OX'^OC«<CJQ»^'-<OC0'*«O( 


M 


eo 


^ 


PO't  —  cO'-'coNTfr*"— i^X'i'»-<flpxo»^»o  —  •e^oeooo 
^cox  —  oa}b>xco>9r»M'>f>c»5o>-it<«r^Mco>ot^uS 


coiftoaQtOk-ootQ^xcoeotcxQOC^to^Oi-i^^t. 
toco'^cop     »-^xx^'-*«c-^'^aft«     «or^*o«-<^ 


CI 


i-i^^i-^      X 


If;  X  C5  -^  ci  >c  I 

CO  '^  <-H  r-«  !>.  Q  ( 


i'Ncocs'^cO'^«cocNic^ro^»0"-iXr^" 


w 


^H  f-4         ^ 


CO 


o 

CO 


oi^ac^xi^ic  —  '-'C^O'^'-*flOcoocsx«ec««p«cic« 

X'ofO'^oco^tOhoO  — coxod  — eocoaK3«oioxxo» 


a)OOr^>C«i/dOcD!«*^QOCISD>CXXiC>Ot 


X®  f^N  ^^X '*'b- t*Oi  -       _    _ 

So»cxoco»^'^o»-Hh.««b^r>.S'>*>-'»i 


Oeoxt^o-Hco^or^oseooN*^-^ 

V^  CO 


I  O)  CO  <H  0 
i»^^^CO»^ 
|C0cO«-j^iq 

CO^COONoTiH 
C0C0>-i<ri<M(O 


^o^r-xx 


3 


Cl-H 


cor^oMxo 
•O  CO  l«-  CO  o»  -^ 


i^Qeoco^ 

-JOXS"^ 
O      XM»^ 


00«-)S& 


cixr»cQ«o 

0»XO^<-« 


«OCOCOiCiO 
!>.       t»XC<0 

^     eo'*'^ 


§ 


COO^OCO 


eoe* 


C0>O01*OiO^ 

«0  <«<  X  C<4  CO  A 


^<4««0tf  XO 


X 


I00(  _ 

coco 


icoOoroco 


cow 


^OOX-*-* 


XCO'V  vC4 


lO  Ci  X  QC  I 
■^  05  CO  X  I 


M 


i-^iN»«XC»l^XQXXiNX'tX»OQOcONO«CSO»»-i^NX^XX^ 
C>»-^''  rt^^  ■^Cl-  coc^ 


CI 

CO 


XCOM'-^i©  — C0c0OQ«0C<e0'-^i-t^»0ceQXXOXn!U3|il5OQt*CI^»C«0ls. 

i-i«(Ocicoi>xxxe»iX'*t«-b.aiCsiioO'^eo  — »oc*eo«ob-«o«o«ONb-'-'Ci*^«o 


«0  CI  i^  O  ■^  '*• 


.a,,,_CIXCOS>X^-  • v-ii'-'-s 

r>^'-^»^tf>  »o  r>^o  »c  w5  CO  CI  <o  CI  ©  O  o  X 1-1  CI  CO  «p  »o 
»Heo.-*S     «-hx 


cocDOO»t*»Hgi  — ai^d-^r^'TsoeospeociXi^^OSih-Oseoa^ 

SciQcixco5xo«-"«c»ot-cs»t«-cO®«co^ii»2'*«<oco»r-xeo 
»cw5coc5<ociSoo  00 1-1  Nco  «q  »o  «  o»ci  t^»o '*  r^N  uS  CO  « »o  » 

t«.'^too  —  »oo*eopo55'^ox  »co  xoeoa»oo»  —  —  ^c^^wsp«o 
x-io         r5  cicoeo®         1^     -^^cir^  ci     »^Ot>. 

Its  ^  fM      o  1^ 


8xooeoooo-*QX^-*xxQX'"*'XcoO"*T«coc2corc^so^SB£2^£S2 
<o^mc<-itoco;ot»x  —  i»Xc0'^xx^coi-*i-it^oco;OiO9>ococQt^OcD<-4oa> 


i>4r^iMCI       ^^^»-i       CO 


^       X 


CO 


fH         a-lClt-^ 


"NCO 


s 


«  — O 


lOeo 

tClfO 

lOls. 


to 

•  l 


-*?l 

OCI 


•Ob- 
Clf 


CO" 


31 


.5' 


91 


C0«-«  I  c 

cit^>o    O: 


o 
o 


CI«CO      kt 


^1 


XtoCl 


ocox 
*».o«o' 

9X 
1-1  CO 


s 


N 

t- 

^ 


CI 

I* 


^CICO 


XX 


r>iXo    s 


•oxx 


N 

re  I 


s 


ox 


^^co 


5 


coi>.t>.oci»ooocii-icocicoi-'eoco"*c«-<ci«*ciio»^or;«3«»o«c»t*oxg'-jO;j«r? 

i-fC|i^'*       Clt»CI>-««0       i-t  1-1  •-«       ,-i^Hi-ii-i       -<  p^  ^H  d  ^-1  CO  »H  Q  i-i  *H  i-«  1^  ^  CO      Clr-»o 


a 
o 


« 


>»c-25 


.J:  c 

S  a>  > 
-  o 


**    T*    -J*  r?  ►'t" 


c 
o 

o  o 


q  F 

*"  O  sf  e    .  w  ^ 

OD  -M    IB  ♦;•"?        ^« 

CJ^ 

"ftg«Si"3-0 


ipl  ■  ■  ■ 


jS£ciQ 


5t3 

a  c 


c 
o 


2.S 


J3 
.^  «  Sc/'S 


c 


REPORT  OF   BOARD   OP  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


45 


X 


St 


<  o 


IS 

c 

I  i 


H 

a 

u 

9S 

H 

^* 

z 
o 


s 

Hi: 

«*< 

h  X 

<<  < 


O 

n 


55 

H 
S 
2 


h 

< 

o 

< 


1 


a.  ©■«-»  o 


M  OB  d  M 


«/  C  O  *; 


g  C  93 

bcgH 


&2BZ 


41  ® 

Si)'*'    > 


-si 


SCO'S 


feC'w 

&  SO 

Has 


o  s  o  'W 


O 

H 

Q 
< 

H 


t>-^OC0QO«OO<-< 


do?      U5  30  ^ 


CQ«P 


•4w 


2S 


«9"      •  O  »0 


(D 


:g* 


w 


o    •CMoq 


^«3 


00»Ct*Q^Q©C9e9-< 


»>.^     N 


eodoa 


^  00        ^^ 


oo< — 


^888 


8BB\ 


to 


^«D-4C4QcoiQiOcoco'^r«-^ooaD>ci»9co^cocor^^a» 

abt^C4C0SMcDt^k00000^«t^<<<^^OCDOesiC4C»0>« 


•oortMweo     coror«<-4cooa«ioco^t«>Seslt<.o(Sc«a 


81 


s* 


w 


s 


S 


00 


8 


■N 


CO 

8 


23S^S$SS 


81 


N 


NQ;:i 


8! 


§3285 


^^sas 


h-coi 


^QOgOOOQOQev«C^OCIt>.00OO<DC^O^^«D 

■  -o    o 


M 


oo  —  r* 


£Oi->MO^>QtoraQ03amo^ax^coc4coa^>QiO 
04C»McocotD«or«-iQOico9r^o-«S<-ioooooaoc4e4 


CO 


h-acob>«poQe>«cQ^g«p 

•-loao 


«H        I-K0C4 


;8 


oor««OQ50o?icoo«DC4»c«^NCQiOb>>cmaa»a» 


1 00  ^  O  C^l  CO  CO  >P  ( 


|Q0C4( 


oo^o^o«coioOi-iOeo<p 

^•^«»o  CO  •-"  w  *  06  c^^«  w  "C  o  00  ^co  » ■*  «q  CO  ^N 
o»o»t^Wco     «5r^coc«i"»ot>roo»ciOo>e9»oodcsoOQor 

m  •       •       • 

•-4  OOOftCD  < 


COX 


CO 


;;s 


8S! 


oooio 


r«ooo 
e^oqco 


3SS;; 


SP-^ 


^00 

8'oid 

oroto 

*^co 


S3 


^OOCI* 


MOO  CD 


00^ 


•-■ooo<Q24tox(oot>co>oci«DncoMco^^3MQ^co-4r«r^>Qasp«QOi"icier^O'^fiQ 

h.-<ii-iJ5O<^e^>^C4MQO^OOO>-iOOOC0OTOCI'^U3^«^^OOC0O>0>0«DQC0Oo 


^aaOQa»aor^cDo>Qc«t4coeo«Dt>«DO<-^tAcoaotQC«coo)eoAQt«0>ocOM*c^aat^^Q 
^o^OM^»«^r<<iOa>^'-<*ooe<ie>ico^OAw5co^co*ooAOa)Xt<«t^t«^o^cooo*o 

'*>^"t"9!t«B!2Q«^^*9>«f*wo»co^oorHC«i»od«^«-^^Q«cow^«o«-< 

06  i-ioqoq  «-iO .- «  oc  » -^o  w  o  o  00  ^»q  «©»  w  "^H*^*  <e  m  c<  o  m5  »^3  i>.«o  c^co  e>ico  ^c>» 

di'a^".^"orN3^e9«^"«Dooocoeig>eoio»otCio<* 

t^QSae>4cDCiC)Oo5     iQMtococo«-4cit«-^c4^e4^cocood5^aocoesir«eQtoa     lOeiN 

r-as     ifl     i-icomMC^         ,-,  ,h  -*     coMi-i^»-ioo  co     io«e©     co^-ico 


e<9 


r^i-4  0> 


01 


coo«o>goQCcoeo^o)C4C4cor-4Acocoo^>-4*oa>co*Qc^^^xe<iQCco<-HocoQoa>o)t«s^>o 
^<^•-4«TOe>)cO'4•^'^e^co^.o^^«a»•ft^-co«^e40)ooc^os«coo^«oo«l^^«^lCloaON 


t-*C«^i-H       NC0N»-iCO 


lO       •-< 


00  hv  ^4  f-i  f^  ta«  *-4  *-«  P^  ^^  CO 

CO 


^0>«^t*»Ht*»0C»IC0^®C0O«'*iCOC0N»0«C0l^»«0IXOt»0»C0»00»«-'C0C0»0'*5«Q 

i-«c«     t-ieo^«-<^o     M^^«o«a     ^^co^cocOco     coeo« 


C4C0OIC0     ^co-^cmo 


^      (O 


8 
8 


8 
8 


8 
8 


X 
O) 

CO 


8 
8 


8 

8 


s 


CO 

o 


8 
8 


s 


o 


46 


REPORT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


1 

> 

I 


Is 


egg 

00   ^ 

EM 

>  o 
«  B 

Ik,  H 


H 

O 
H 
« 


Si  a  oS 
*0    H 


*^^| 


1^ 


I 


M 


4^ 


5 

o 


H'i 


P 


fee  o5 


©■ft  *''S 


c 

o 
g 


c 
u 

H 

•a 

o 


■   ^^3  •  •  k  •  ■   ^^J  •  •  •   ^^S  •  ■  • 

coo  o 


eo»^ 


c« 


»CI 


CO 


M 


g^^gs  *sg 


CO  00  CO  04 


eo^ 


SmooS 


dSSoeo 


CO 


SSSoS 


•HO* 


M 


800  CO 
•  00 


sss 


8S8SS;S§^S;:ssss 


S^oe^cQr-aouSaoeoSaooMOD 


c*^Q^gtt9t-'t*^t-'f09n^t^ 

S99a9«9^eQ«-tco4«>fr«<o«o 


Moo^e«oo 


oocococoo^^ 


888f** 


»«0iO 


M 


eo 


it^oo^eo 


ODOOkOOO 

»  »     »     A 

8eicia> 


sss 


M 


scs 


$3S^e§^Sng;S38S8SSSSS^SSS3SS;SS$S88SS;2^8$&S^S 


CO 


•-•        «< 


e>i 


g«8 


M 


^•ho    e««H 


SSS«glS^SS3SlISlSg3S88&S3S8«988gS&^SW&IS 


§ 


CO  tH       QUO  M  SS^S^  ^        ^i-fO    e4>^ 


oSiOiPHi-40mMSK'Heoe^Sr«i3eth-oa*^Oor«^r«OQOooo»obo*-ioDo»Oft«^oo5r« 

c?ooo«e4e4QDaQQOc«>^^cia«4QeoQO^at^»OACib-o»^Se4aQ2t«»5Q«^SOQ*o 
QC)»^Qc«ao3M9S•-l^.'^oSQ9*^SQu5a»^•QQOr^l:^^o^cl  oooo^ 


I/)       m* 
CI 


a»C4 


iOC« 


n e«   "     « ^   *   *   "  '0000   ■        et        ^-*   •     w^ 


Of       CO 


aigo»coa^geii^Me<i<p0^MO»s^S<^^2SSSSS^ 
9SSS^oaS^^Soo>SS>HSSa»«Dt«^?^^Scoe48eoao«oSo»9So8SS3'«i-* 

S^3^SS8>§2^So»3S«SSSSe^9SS9S!^S58^o5«SS^?F^SSra 
coo^^     Sror^r«a»     «-i^^fir«3S5aDoQoe4oooo«ooooOf-i«o^oo^c«r«     cocio 

00OII-4M  10  CD  riS       "^ 


sss 


(D     '^•neo     '^b-e* 


liIS25S88SS5sSWS5fiS?5?585g2Slfe5S2252888S 


I-4V-IC4       »H^p^      CO 


^  00 


ss 


^    ^o«e«     ci^e<« 


SiOi-«i90ftOQaOh>r«iooar<-iocpcocoi«-^0>OOOOc»«Oi2^oocD>S!f  (S^t'd^Qcooocs^a 
oe4i3fHSa»r<>oo9^^*oSe4r«^^^eo^«co2co»b-d5coai3»^is.i-i«S^     PfiS 


48 


REPORT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX  COHMI8SIONSR8. 


TABLE  VII. 

PSBCENTAQB    OF  TaX  ASSESSED  UnDEB  EaCH   CLASSIFICATION  TO  TOTAL  TaZ, 

1920,  1921  AND  1922. 


CiTisa  AND  Towns. 


Bunillvilto. 


Central  Falls, 


[1920 

Barriogton |  <  1021 

1^1022 

[1920 

Bristol <  1921 

[1922 

f  1920 
1921 
1922 

{1920 
1921 
1922 

(1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

[1920 
\  1921 
[1922 

M92O 
1921 
1922 


Charleatowo 


Coventry , 


Cranston. 


Cumberland , 


East  Greenwich , 


East  Providence , 


Exeter. 


Foster. 


Glooester. 


1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 


1920 
1921 
1922 

[1920 
\  1921 
[l922 

1920 
1921 
1922 


$19,359.00 
25,920.24 
33.498.50 

60,268.74 
62.716.50 
66.113.04 

24.349.00 
24,698.50 
24,619.50 

58.951.93 
63.191.95 
63.270.96 

3.919.50 
4,244.00 
4.346  50 

9.124.00 
11,533.13 
12.447.00 

159.670.68 
168,256.20 
169.505.20 

41,566.72 
43,332  55 
43.045.69 


11,326.05 
12,825.50 
12.907.50 

73.074.48 

96,044.98 

107.297.15 

4.758  30 
4,768.73 
4.883.06 

3.827 .  17 
5.153.00 
.5.198.24 

8.757.60 
8.450.94 
8.235.06 


21.80 
20.75 
26.46 

29.55 

26.6 

26.60 

22  13 
22.14 
21  32 

16.91 
16.86 
15.60 

28.28 
28.64 
28.89 

16.88 
16.54 
16.10 

27.47 
26.84 
25.97 

24.39 
23.79 
23.82 

22.33 
22.03 
19.88 

24.00 
23.53 
23.06 

53.33 
53.44 
53.78 

38.67 
40.21 
39.25 

42.34 
40.07 
39.12 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


$43,302.60 
63.876.48 
62.366.20 

109.613  32 
119.263.50 
124.774.24 

55.380.00 
55.582.00 
57.069.00 

184.438.61 
202,594.30 
216.944.79 

8.510.00 
9.078.00 
9.285.50 

28.671.25 
36.912.50 
41.935.05 

348,857.57 
372.596.30 
393,697.00 

79,430.40 
86.177.85 
87.612.19 

27.563.85 
31.698.50 
35,489.50 

177.355.38 
242.858.13 
281.684.87 

2.416.95 
2.394.45 
2.434.27 

3.411.08 
4.600.00 
4.708.90 

8.967.82 
8.092.89 
9.008.55 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


48.76 
51.14 
49.27 

53.68 
50.71 
50.20 

50.35 
49.83 
49.42 

52.90 
54.04 
53.48 

61.41 
61.27 
61  72 

53.05 
52.93 
54.27 

60.00 
50.44 
60.31 

46  63 

47.30 
47.49 

54.34 
54.46 
54.65 

58  26 
59.49 
60.53 

27.09 
26  84 
26.81 

34.45 
35.85 
35.55 

43.35 
42.64 

42. 7S 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pkrcbntage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1920,  1921  AND  1922. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Personal. 

ToUl 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Totol 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$20,872.06 

23.50 

$5,277.60 

5.04 

$88,811.28 

$88,535,881 

28,945.56 

23.18 

6.154.80 

4.93 

124.897.08 

124,550.28 

25.560.35 

20.19 

5.162.00 

4.06 

126.587.05 

126,427.25^ 

29,600.06 

14.50 

4,626.40 

2.27 

204.008.52 

203,539.66' 

42,968.25 

18.27 

10,233.60 

4.35 

235,181.85 

234,748.10 

45,325.84 

18.24 

12.319.60 

4.96 

248.532.72 

248,132.00, 

29,987.00 

27.26 

285.52 

.26 

110.001.52 

109.763.52 

31.032.00 

27.82 

225.52 

.21 

111,538.02 

111.340.02 

33,567.00 

»    29.07 

223.52 

.19 

115.479.02 

115,295. 02J 

102,034.59 

29.27 

3,210.83 

.92 

348.635.96 

348.306.08] 

105,654.96 

28.19 

3,424.85 

.91 

374.866.06 

374,583. 19  }• 

121.430.29 

29.93 

4,026.80 

.99 

405.672.84 

405,412. 47J 

1.069.50 

7.72 

359.60 

2.50 

13.858.60 

13,786.  IOI 

1,073.00 

7.24 

421.60 

2.85 

14.816.60 

14,720. 10  V 

993.00 

6.61 

418.80 

2.78 

15.043.80 

14.955. 30  j 

14.507.00 

27.01 

1,655.20 

3.06 

54,047.45 

53.873. 45 1 

19.796.56 

28.39 

1.494.00 

2.14 

69,736.19 

69.503.44  [ 

21.415.05 

27.71 

1,481.20 

1.92 

77,278.30 

77.050. 85J 

50.715.48 

10.27 

13.147.00 

2.26 

581,390.73 

580.549.31  ] 

73.271.30 

11.69 

12.729.96 

2.03 

626,853.76 

625.973.96  - 

74.888.20 

11.47 

14,678.56 

2.25 

652,768.96 

651,927.76. 

48,162.40 

28.26 

1.217.24 

.72 

170,376.76 

170.143.16] 

51,362.02 

28.20 

1.292.04 

.71 

182,164.46 

181.943.36  y 

51,517.13 

27.92 

1.415.04 

.77 

184,490.05 

184.272. 25J 

9.388.98 

18.51 

2.442.40 

4.82 

50,721.28 

50.507.08] 

11J06.00 

19.42 

2.373.40 

4.09 

58,203.40 

57.969.40 

12,246.00 

18.86 

4.294.40 

6.61 

64,937.40 

64.707.40, 

46.769.63 

15.36 

7.225.06 

2.38 

304.424.55 

303.876.23 

64.094.13 

15.70 

5.254.74 

1.28 

408.251.98 

407.484.67  - 

71.361.80 

15.34 

4.992.42 

1.07 

465.336.24 

464.502.65, 

1.155.60 

12.95 

591.40 

6.63 

8.922.25 

8,922.25 

1.143.90 

12.82 

616.00 

6.90 

8.923.06 

8,923.06 

1.130.40 

12.45 

632.00 

6.96 

9.079.73 

9,079.73. 

2,450.63 

24.76 

200.62 

2.12 

9.898.50 

9,744.30 

2,867.50 

22.35 

213.62 

1.59 

12,835.02 

12,646.92 

3.127,80 

23.62 

209.12 

1.58 

13,244.06 

13,051.96, 

2.557.60 

12.36 

402.40 

1.95 

20,685.47 

20,535.86 

3.212.79 

15.23 

433.80 

2.06 

21,090.42 

20.964.21 

3.382.25 

15.^ 

477.54 

2.27 

21,053.40 

20,888.94, 

60 
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TABLE  VIL— Continued. 

PSBCBHTAGB  OF  TaZ  AB8B88BD  UnDBB  EaCH  CLASSIFICATION  TO  TOTAL  TaX, 

1920,  1921  AND  1922. 


CiTXKS  AND  Towns. 


Hopldnton 


Jamestown, 


Johnston. 


Lincoln, 


UttlsCompton, 


Middlstown, 


NsRafsnsstt. 


Newport. 


Now  Shorehsm. 


North  Kinfttown , 


North  Proyidsnos, 


North  Smtthfiold. 


Fawtuokst, 


Ysar. 


1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 

1921 

V.1922 

1920 
i  1921 
^1922 

'1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 


Tax  on  Land. 


1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 

1921 

ri922 


1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 

1921 

^1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

[1920 
]  1921 
1 1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 


$8382.50 
8306.70 
8.949.70 

21.444.30 
25.877.64 
24.235.67 

31.730.70 
31,902.60 
32.118.10 

20.426.83 
21360.92 
22,499.68 

5,360.36 
7.065.98 
7.280.13 

20.303.70 
20344.60 
21.051.36 

34323.42 
34.967.05 
35.238.61 

368.122.39 
388.817.46 
387.305.96 

7.314.12 
10.478.13 
10.101.87 

18.565.88 
19,855.00 
19344.73 

21.730.73 
22.238.03 
22,204.72 

6.653.40 
6.856.65 
9.434.60 

334.180.24 
355,358.88 
343.288.60 


Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


21.64 
22.13 
21.91 

45.601 

44.97 

44.29 

31.26 
31.22 
30.66 

15.14 
14.68 
14.50 

29.38 
29.32 
29.37 

43.86 
43.21 
42.99 

48.12 
48.35 
46.86 

33.18 
82.55 
32.03 

43.67 
44.21 
42.75 

21.79 
21.36 
21.64 

25.01 
22.48 
21.92 

12.51 
12.83 
12.96 

16.78 
17.46 
16.37 


Tax  on 

Buildinci  and 
Improvements. 


822.431.20 
22.726.20 
22.961.84 

20.788.34 
26.998.20 
25.177.03 

49.447.10 
50.646.80 
63.436.70 

84304.21 
93.602.00 
97.260.30 

7.373.92 
10.312.15 
10.770.90 

19.634.40 
20.644.60 
21,009.00 

29.600.81 
29319.56 
30.073.05 

509.630.64 
666.506.60 
664.918.00 

6.515.26 
9,108.75 
9.106.25 

62.510.68 
55329.88 
64391.95 

44.664.37 
54,748.05 
67,167.62 

28,190.17 
28,784.18 
40,188.90 

886.174.96 
920.924.72 
963.299.80 


Cent,  of 
Total 
Ti 


58.24 
57.11 
56.21 

44.20 
45.18 
46.01 

48.71 
40.55 
50.99 

62.30 
82  88 
62.86 

40.43 
42.81 
43.44 

42.24 

42.60 
42.90 

40.90 
41.20 
39.98 

45.93 
46  58 
48.72 

38.89 
38  43 
38.54 

61.63 
60.02 
59.30 

51.39 
55.35 
56.43 

53.00 
53.90 
55.20 

44.51 
45.26 
45.93 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pebckntaoe  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1920,  1921  AND  1922. 


Tax  on  Tangibla 

Per 
CeQt.of 

Pw 

Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 
Indudins 

1 

Total 

Panonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gibla  Poraonal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Nat  Tax. 

S7,165.76 

•  18.60 

$586.36 

1.52 

$38,514.81 

$38,169.81 

7.718.90 

19.38 

560.58 

1.88 

89.795.38 

89.439.42  - 

8.440.80 

20.66 

498.26 

1.22 

40.860.10 

40.489.10, 

3,403.60 

7.24 

1.891.52 

2.96 

47.021.76 

46347.61 

4.816.16 

7.60 

1.349.26 

2.36 

67.640.26 

57.449.61  > 

4.188.85 

7.55 

1,175.67 

2.16 

54.722.22 

54,621.47, 

17.807.00 

17.05 

3.024.68 

2.98 

101.509.48 

101,416.28 

17.780.00 

17.86 

1.929.60 

1.88 

108309.00 

102.118.20  • 

17.S99.20 

16.50 

1.948.20 

1.86 

104,801.20 

104,780.00. 

29.722.18 

22.08 

597.20 

.44 

184360.42 

184387.76 

32.670.00 

21.96 

726.20 

.49 

148368.12 

148.769.62  • 

34.804.00 

22.42 

647.60 

.42 

155.211.58 

165.130.98. 

2.486.62 

18.62 

8.026.88 

16.68 

18.246.17 

18.248.67 

8.406.90 

14.15 

3307.80 

18.72 

24,092.78 

24.000.78  • 

8.468.16 

13.99 

3.271.80 

18.20 

24,790.98 

24.788.98. 

4.283.60 

9.23 

2.170.40 

4.67 

46,492.10 

46,492.10 

4,624.80 

9.60 

2328.40 

4.61 

48.242.40 

48342.40  • 

4394.20 

9.99 

2,015.00 

4.12 

48.969.66 

48,969.66. 

6.846.66 

9.46 

1.110.72 

1.62 

72.880.51 

72.822.76 

6.406.44 

8.98 

1.068.92 

1.47 

72,866.97 

72309.22  • 

7.635.26 

10.16 

2.269.40 

3.02 

76316.81 

76,158.66. 

119.716.57 

10.79 

112.062.40 

10.10 

1,109.682.00 

1,108,906.00 

146.297.04 

12.16 

104.161.20 

8.71 

1.194,784.20 

1.194.180.90  • 

144.680.04 

11.96 

112.489.60 

9.29 

1,209398.60 

1.208,718.60. 

2.488.50 

14.86 

482.80 

2.68 

16.760.67 

16,664.92 

8.718.75 

16.66 

399.20 

1.70 

28,699.88 

28.697.88 

4.046.25 

17.18 

373.60 

1.68 

28,627.97 

28,640.47, 

11,110.50 

13.04 

3.014.70 

3.54 

85.201.26 

84,779.96 

14.291.38 

15.37 

3.037.90 

8.26 

98.014.11 

92386.66  - 

14.493.15 

15.80 

2,987.70 

3.26 

91.717.68 

91332.28. 

20.108.25 

23.14 

402.00 

.46 

86,906.86 

86.780.86 

21.548.25 

21.79 

371.60 

.38 

98,905.98 

98,781.48  • 

21.672.00 

21.39 

260.00 

.26 

101304.34 

101,194.84, 

17.831.83 

32.68 

1.018.64 

1.91 

53,194.04 

63,126.64 

16301.57 

31.47 

951.92 

1.80 

58.394.82 

68.881.92 

22326.70 

31.08 

554.42 

.76 

72304.62 

72.714.d2^ 

622364.40 

31.26 

148364.98 

7.45 

1,991.084.68 

1,989.068.73 

708.688.40 

34.68 

64386.60 

2.70 

2.084367.69 

2.082.799.29  - 

715,199.60 

84.10 

76,860.28 

8.60 

2,097.148.28 

2396.660.68, 
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TABLE  VII.— Ck)ncluded. 

Percentagb  or  Tax  Assebsbd  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax> 

1920.  1921  and  1922. 


Cmu  AND  Towns. 


Portsmouth , 


Providsnoe , 


Rkhmond. 


Sdiusts. 


Smiibfield. 


South  Kincstown. 


TiTsrton, 


Wsma, 


Wsnriok. 


Wsstsrly. 


Wsst  Gneowich , 


Wsst  Warwick. 


WooDsocket 


TbnStatb. 


Year.     Tax  on  Land. 


(1920 
1921 
1922 


$13,291.52 
17.061.65 
16.712.15 

2.580.438.65 
2.526.231.45 
2.569.317.35 

3.831.56 
3.067.25 
3.854.06 

11.452.07 
13.157.76 
13.350.76 

8.239.31 
8.753.93 
8,707.65 

21,636.45 
22.908.21 
21.951.99 

19.350.25 
19.736.61 
19.873.81 

23.020.70 
26.028.51 
25.004.20 

82.236.94 

102.020.82 

96.184.62 

83.798.75 
91.262.50 
92.457.50 

3.639.00 
3.661.50 
4.298.00 

19.552.51 
19.901.10 
20,060.42 

208.623.00 
211.344.00 
211.478.00 


$4,457,149.94 
4.551.239.60 
4.603.060.64 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


44.11 
46.24 
39.95 

27.80 
27.45 
27.11 

16.58 
16.38 
15.61 

24.99 
24.81 
22.99 

14.90 
14.35 
14.10 

20.90 
20.72 
20.48 

23.00 
23.02 
22.81 

14.84 
14.58 
14.44 

27.33 
27.99 
25.95 

30.80 
28.42 
27.97 

50.18 
5o  .34 
58.00 

10.19 
9.73 
8.97 

21.79 
19.70 
17.66 


25.80 
25.34 
24.66 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax 


$11,925.00 
14.255.50 
15.830.50 

4.168.987.89 
4.152.985.57 
4.327.491.40 

11.946.25 

9.642.50 
12.741.87 

22.827.21 
26.399.60 
29.581.60 

27.437.75 
30.550.66 
31.157.85 

52.936.02 
56.294.34 
54.048.83 

52.557.44 
53338.24 
55.027.64 

74.068.00 
83397.94 
82.075.00 

166.064.82 
204301.48 
216306.02 

151326.00 
179.981.25 
186.088.75 

1.686.76 
1.775.25 
2.006.50 

100.091.18 
105365.39 
114.984.68 

397.431.00 
428340.00 
563.152.00 


$8,078,174.19 
8.464.706.11 
8.957301.74 


39.58 
38.63 
37.85 

44.91 
45.12 
45.66 

51.69 
61.15 
51.65 

4g.81 
49.77 
50.90 

49  60 

50  10 
50.45 

51.14 
5001 
50.43 

62.43 
62.79 
63.16 

47.76 
46.98 
47.39 

55.19 
56.19 
58.35 

55.69 
66.08 
56.28 

27.42 

28.20 
28.20 

52.14 
61.49 
51.38 

41.51 
39.96 
45.92 


46.76 
47.14 
47.98 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

PiRCBNTAOE   OF  TaX   AsSBSSED  UnDER  EaCH  CLASSIFICATION  TO  TOTAL  TaX, 

1920,  1921  AND  1922. 


T«i  on  Tangible 
Penonal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 

Tax  on  Intan* 
fible  Peraonal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 

ToUl 
Net  Tax. 

$1,962.40 
2.659.50 
2.648.50 

6.51 
7.20 
6.33 

82.954.40 
2.924.80 
6,639.54 

0.80 

7.93 

16.87 

$30,133.32 
36.901.45 
41330.69 

$30,117.32 
36.883.45 
41.810. OOJ 

2.110.506.80 
2.070.609.20 
2.110.461.60 

22.74 
22.50 
22.27 

422.778.16 
453.484.08 
470.624.00 

4.55 
4.93 
4.96 

9.282,711.50 
9.203,400.30 
0.477,894.35 

9,279.237.32 
9.200.101.34 
9.474.721.99, 

7.035.63 
5.797.60 
7,716.25 

30.44 
30.75 
31.28 

297.64 
324.04 
359.24 

1.29 
1.72 
1.46 

23.111.06 
18,851.29 
24,671.42 

23,050.83 
18.814.20  • 
24,628.92, 

10.287.90 
12.412.80 
14.211.20 

22.44 
23.40 
24.46 

1.266.20 

1.069.40 

959.00 

2.76 
2.02 
1.65 

45,833.38 
53,039.56 
58,111.56 

45,650.78 
52,899.56  - 
57.987.56, 

18.811.43 
20353.00 
21.109.27 

34.01 
34.20 
34.18 

823.39 
827.30 
780.83 

1.49 
1.35 
1.27 

55,311.88 
60,984.98 
61,755.60 

55,311.88] 
60.984.98  • 
61.694.10, 

14.669.10 
16.757.05 
16.443.90 

14.17 
15.16 
15.34 

14,268.64 
14.609.48 
14,741.16 

13.79 
13.21 
13.75 

103,510.21 
110.560.08 
107.185.38 

103.008.86] 
110.140.76  • 
106.805.53 

9.403.36 
9.474.56 
9.687.84 

11.17 
11.05 
11.12 

2,860.10 
2.695.30 
2,535.50 

3.40 
3.14 
2.91 

84.1^.15 
85,744.71 
87.124.99 

83.909.75 
85.502.11  > 
86.915.39 

54.063.52 
64.425.00 
61,171.00 

34.86 
36.08 
35.32 

3.945.70 
4.259.50 
4.931.10 

2.54 

•2.36 

2.85 

155,137.92 
178,610.95 
173.181.30 

155,007.68] 
178,450.86  - 
173,063.80, 

31,944.65 
39.286.36 
39.319.96 

10.62 
10.78 
10.60 

20.625.70 
18.376.48 
18.901.92 

6.86 
5.04 
5.10 

300,861.11 
364,464.64 
370,711.52 

299,685.69 
363,136.24  > 
369,543.12, 

25.713.75 
37.287.50 
39.528.75 

0.45 
11.62 
11.96 

11.298.40 
12.652.00 
12,534.40 

4.16 
3.94 
3.79 

272.035.90 
321.183.25 
330.559.40 

271,661.90 
320,781.75  - 
330,282.90 

719.25 
786.25 
952.88 

11.70 
12.51 
12.86 

104.00 
54.00 
62.80 

1.70 
.86 
.85 

6,149.00 
6,276.00 
7.410.18 

6,083.00] 
6,210.00  > 
7.350.68, 

60.535.28 
75.576.49 
o4.vl9 .  uv 

36.23 
36.96 
37.96 

2.765.84 
3,714.84 
3,770.52 

1.44 
1.82 
1.69 

191.944.81 
204,457.82 
223.735.21 

191.507.65] 
204.006.57  > 
223.305.96, 

330.151.00 
419,670.00 
425.765.00 

35.43 
39.12 
35.35 

12,158.70 
13.135.00 
14.094.30 

1.27 
1.22 
1.17 

957.363.70 
1.072.989.00 
1.204.489.30 

956,979.70 
1,072.569.00  ' 
1,204,175.30, 

13.926,526.94 
4.194.689.72 
4.303.173.54 

22.73 
23.36 
23.05 

$813,997.86 
747,956.51 
805,066.84 

4.71 
4.16 
4.31 

$17,275,848.93 
17.968.501.94 
18,668322.76 

$17,261,166.02] 
17,943,606.92  > 
18,654.904.61, 
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TABLE  IX. 

PiR  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  roR  tbb 

Years  1920,  1921  and  1922. 


Town  on  Citt. 


Barrington 


Yew. 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Chariestown 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Proyidence 


[1920 
I  1921 

[1922 


1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

fl920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

fl920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
<  1921 
1922 


[1920 
h921 
[l922 

[1920 
J1921 
[1922 

[1920 
\  1921 
1922 


Valuatioi^ 


$6,458,800 
7,342,400 
8,423,750 

9,514,300 
12,536,000 
13,243,400 

5,545,280 
5,612,105 
5,809,455 

17,235,912 
17,352,139 
18,846,065 

1,432,550 
1,535,250 
1,558,350 

5,635,625 

6,813,575 
5,967,700 

33,148,885 
33,843,530 
35,531,060 

10,862,180 
11,271,575 
11,436,015 

3,280,860 
3,373,150 
4,094,250 

21.583,009 
22,483,681 
23,234,240 


Population 
1920  census. 


3,897 
3,897 
3,897 

11,375 
11,375 
11,375 

8,606 
8,606 
8,606 

24.174 
24.174 
24,174 

759 
759 
759 

5,670 
5,670 
5,670 

29,407 
29,407 
29,407 

10,077 
10,077 
10,077 

3,290 
3,290 
3,290 

21,793 
21,793 
21,793 


Per  Capiu 
Valuation 


$1,657.38 
1,884.12 
2,161.60 

836.42 
1.102.06 
1,164.26 

644  35 
(>52.11 
675.0.5 

712.99 
717.80 
779.60 

1,887.42 
2,022.71 
2,053.16 

993.94 
1,025.32 
1,052.51 

1,127.24 
1,150.86 
1,208.25 

1,077.92 
1,118.54 
1,134.87 

997.22 
1.025.27 
1,244.45 

990.36 
1,031.69 
1,066.14 
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TABLE  IX.—Continued. 

Pbb  Capita  Assbssbd  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1920,  1921  and  1922. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Exeter.  • 


Poster, 


Qlooester, 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown 


Johnston 


Lincoln 


Little  Comptou 


Middletown 


Namgansett 


Year. 


[1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 


Valuation. 


$703,240 
707,810 
721,182 

688,050 
.675,070 
694,422 

1,442,391 
1,477,144 
1,480,145 

2,025,561 
2,082,135 
2,124,107 

3,722,399 
3,737,331 
3,742,035 

5,676,750 
5.491,830 
5,626,140 

7,214,591 
7,583,016 
7,886,069 

2,658,618 
2,905,248 
2,969,668 

4,236,075 
4,391,600 
4,416,630 

4,346,940 
4,337,140 
4,732,445 


Population 
1020  oeomu. 


1,033 
1,033 
1,033 

905 
905 
905 

1,389 
1,389 
1,389 

2,316 
2,316 
2,316 

1,633 
1,633 
1,633 

6,855 
6,855 
6,855 

9,543 
9,543 
9,543 

1,389 
1,389 
1,389 

2,094 
2,094 
2,094 

993 
993 
993 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$680.77 
685 . 19 
698 . 14 

760.28 
745.93 
767.32 

1,038.44 
1,063.45 
1,065.62 

874.59 
899.02 
917.15 

2,279 .  49 
2,288.65 
2,291.51 

827.97 
801.14 
820.74 

756.01 
794.61 
826.37 

1,914.05 
2,091.61 
2,137.99 

2,022.96 
2,097.23 
2,109.18 

4,377.58 
4,367.71 
4,765.81 
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TABLE  IX.— Ck>ntmued. 

Pbr  Capita  Asbbssbd  Valuation  of  thb  State,  Citibs  and  Towns  por  thb 

Years  1920,  1921  and  1922. 


TOWV   OB  CiTT. 


Newport, 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket , 


Portsmouth 


Proyidenoe 


Richmond 


Scituate , 


Year. 


1920 
1921 
1922 

[1920 
]l921 

[l922 


[1920 
I  1921 
[l922 


1920 
1921 
1922 


[1920 
]l921 

[l922 


fl920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 


Valuation. 


Population 
1920  census. 


$80,481,000 
80,540,450 
82,923,600 

1,035,750 
1,027,725 
1,020,075 

5,295,W5 
5,471,615 
5,654,410 

5,859,090 
6,653,555 
6,793,990 

3,728,520 
3,729,980 
3,746,615 

129,126,173 
112,617,103 
1 19,850,090 

4,133,965 
4,127,065 
5,177,001 

482,563,400 
493,655,340 
509,137,150 

1,895,385 
1,920,035 
2,031,385 

3,486,520 
3,506,285 
3,803,585 


PwCapiU 
Valuation. 


30,255 
30,255 
30,255 

1,038 
1,038 
1,038 

3,397 
3,397 
3,397 

7,697 
7,697 
7,697 

3,206 
3,206 
3,206 

64,248 
64,248 
64,248 

2,590 
2,590 
2,590 

237,595 
237,595 
237,595 

1,301 
1,301 
1,301 

3,006 
3,006 
3,006 


$2,660.09 
2,662.05 
2,740.82 

997.83 
990.10 
982.73 

1,558.92 
1,610.72 
1,664.53 

761.22 
864.44 

882.68 

1,162.96 
1,163.43 
1,168.63 

2,009.81 
1,752.85 
1,865.43 

1,596.13 
1,593.45 
1,998.85 

2,031.03 
2,077.72 
2,142.88 

1,456  87 
1,475.81 
1,561.40 

1,15085 
1,166.42 
1,265.33 
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TABLE  IX.^Gonoluded. 

Pbb  Capita  Assbssbd  Valuation  or  the  Statb,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1920,  1921  and  1922. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Wamn 


Wanriek.. 


West  Greenwioh 


West  Warwick, 


Westerly. 


Wooosocket 


The  State 


YMt. 


fl920 
1921 
1922 


[1920 
I  1921 
[l922 


1920 
1921 
1922 

1920 
1921 
1922 


[1920 
I  1921 
[l922 


1920 
1921 
1922 


[1920 
J1921 

[l922 

[1920 
h921 
1922 


[1920 
I  1921 
[l922 


Valuation. 


^,838,413 
4,217,353 
4,256,093 

8,501,550 
8,679,700 
8,799,355 

5,780,628 
5,849,250 
5,907,618 

8,853,445 
9,281,485 
9,639,610 

20,239,965 
21,841,308 
22,256,740 

424,600 
423,900 
432,150 

11,793,156 
12,715,107 
13,855,716 

13,238,300 
15,487,350 
15,840,700 

50,280,725 
56,255,450 
63,027,625 

987,967,246 
1,002,551,785 
1,046,690,636 


Population 
1920  oeniua. 


3,199 
3,199 
3,199 

5,181 
5,181 
5,181 

3,894 
3,894 
3,894 

7,841 
7,841 
7,841 

13,481 
13,481 
13,481 

367 
367 
367 

15,461 
15,461 
15,461 

9,952 
9,952 
9,952 

43,496 
43,496 
43,496 

604,403 
604,403 
604,403 


Per  Capita 
Valoattoa. 


$1,199.88 
1,318.33 
1,330.45 

1,640.91 
1,675.29 
1,698.39 

1,484.49 
1,502.11 
1,517.11 

1,129.12 
1,183.71 
1,229.39 

1,601.37 
1,620.15 
1,650.97 

1,156.95 
1,155.04 
1,177.52 

762.77 
822.39 
896.17 

1,330.22 
1,556.20 
1,591.71 

1,155.98 
1,293.34 
1,449.05 

1,634.62 
1,658.75 
1.731.78 
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TABLE  X. 

Increase  ob  Decrease  in  Local  Valuationb,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cxtibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


HARRINGTON. 


Increase , 

Percent 

Improvements 

Inoreaae 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

*Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

IncreaM 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$915,440 

—24.210 

—2 

1,802.065 

139.415 

8 

757.403 

286.003 

60 

1.578.450 

677.650 

75 

5.053.358 

1.078.858 

27 

17.800 

6.035.558 

1,080.558 

27 

1 

44.537 

4.664 

11 

44,355 

4.697 

11 

4,045 


.00 
.00 

.58 

.00 
.00 
.39 

.00 
.00 
.67 

.00 
.00 
.24 

.00 
.00 
.14 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.82 

.10 

.79 
.93 
.70 

.99 
.63 
.85 

.75 


1914. 


$926,075.00 

10,635.00 

1.16 

1,886.200.00 

84.135.00 

4.66 

747,000.00 

—10.403.00 

—1.37 

1,557,975.00 

—20,475.00 

—1.29 

5.117.250.00 

63.802.00 

1.26 

19,050.00 

5,098,200.00 

62.642.00 

1.24 

1.16 

47,519.49 

2.981.70 

6.69 

47,313.71 

2,957.72 

6.66 

4.588.38 


1915. 


$929,675.00 

3,600.00 

38 

2.010,350.00 

124.150.00 

6.58 

776,750.00 

29,730.00 

3.98 

1.075.175.00 

— «82,800.08 

-^30. 90 

4.791.950.00 

—325.300.00 

—6.35 

21.700.00 

4.770,250.00 

-^27,950.00 

—6.43 

1.14 

46,671.94 

—847.55 

—1.78 

46.437.14 

—876.57 

—1.85 

4,293.23 


1916. 


$957,025.00 

27,350.00 

2.94 

2.194.900  00 

184.550.00 
9.18 

785,000  CO 

8.250.00 
1.06 

1.060100.00 

—  15.075.00 

—1.40 

4.997.025  00 

205.075.00 

4.27 

22.950.00 

4.974,075.00 

203.825  00 

4.27 

1.24 

53.058.27 

6.386  33 

13  68 

52.785.45 

6.348.31 

13  67 

5.968  89 


BRISTOL. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intaniable  Personal .... 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$2,287,700.00 

27,900.00 

1.23 

3,201,400.00 

46,800.00 

1.48 

1,171.400.00 

—50,500.00 

—4.13 

649.400.00 

165,300.00 

34.15 

7.309.900.00 

189,500.00 

2.66 

95.500.00 

7.214,400.00 

191,500.00 

2.73 

1.51 

103,171.15 

10.317.44 

11.11 

101.729.10 

10.211.14 

11.16 

6.434.68 


1914. 


$2,300,100.00 

12.400.00 

54 

3.281.800.00 

80,400.00 

2.51 

1.'  t5.700.00 

-  W.700.00 

—2.19 

711.600.00 

62.200.00 

9.57 

7.439.200.00 

129,300.00 

1.76 

95,500.00 

7,343,700.00 

129.300.00 

1.79 

1.43 

99.051.08 

—4.120.07 

—4.00 

97.685.43 

—4.048.67 

—3.97 

6.609.33 


1915. 


1916. 


$2,326,500.00 

26.400.00 

1.14 

3,356,600.00 

74.800.00 

2.27 

1.18^.900.00 

43,200.00 

8.77 

842.500.00 

130,900.00 

18.39 

7.714,500.00 

257,300.00 

3.70 

25.000.00 

7,689.500.00 

345.800.00 

4.70 

1.60 

113.322.00 

14.270.92 

14.40 

112.922.00 

15,236.57 

15.59 

6.920.55 


$2,377,000  00 

50,500.00 
2.17 

3.568,900.00 

212.300.00 

6.32 

1.195.100  m 

6.200  00 

52 

873.100.03 

30.600.00 

3.63 

8.O14.100  00 

299.600  00 

3  88 

24,067.00 

7.990,033  00 
300,533  00 

3.90 

1.64 

120.604  80 

7.282  80 

6.42 

120.210  10 

7.288.10 
6.45 

9.688.03 


Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Incbease  or  Decrease  in  LocaI/  Valuationb,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Citibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


HARRINGTON. 


1017. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$991,725.00 

34.700.00 

3.62 

Sl.020,475.00 

37.760.00 

3.80 

$1,153,025.00 

123,550.00 

12.00 

$1,196,000.00 

41.975.00 

3.64 

$1,270,600.00 

75,600.00 

6.33 

$1,970,500.00 

699,900.00 

55.09 

2.258350.00 

63.950.00 

2.91 

2,357.650.00 

96.800.00 

4.37 

2,374,800.00 

17,150.00 

73 

2.673,000.00 

298,200.00 

12.66 

3,131,200.00 

458,200.00 

17.14 

3.668.600.00 

537.400.00 

17.16 

799,000.00 

14,000.00 

1.78 

991.600.00 

192.600.00 

24.11 

1.014,800.00 

23,200.00 

2.34 

1,288,400.00 

273,600.00 

26.96 

1,418,900.00 

130,500.00 

10.13 

1.503.550.00 

84.660.00 

5.97 

1.319.500.00 

250.400.00 

24.47 

1.328,000.00 

8.500.00 

.64 

1,281,100.00 

—46,900.00 

T-3.63 

1,819,400.00 

38,300.00 

2.99 

1.538.700.00 

219.300.00 

16.62 

1.290,600.00 

—248,200.00 

—16.13 

5.369.075.00 

372,050.00 

7.45 

5.706.725.00 

337.650.00 

6.28 

6,823,725.00 

117,000.00 

2.06 

6,476.800.00 

652,076.00 

11.10 

7.359.400.00 

883.600.00 

13.65 

8,433.150.00 

1.073.750.00 

14.59 

21.200.00 

20,800.00 

20.800.00 

17,000.00 

17.000.00 

9.400.00 

5.347,875.00 

373,800.00 

7.52 

5.686.926.00 

338,060.00 

6.32 

6.802.926.00 

117.000.00 

2.06 

6,468,800.00 

656.875.00 

11.30 

7,342.400.00 

883.600.00 

13.68 

8.423.750.00 

1.081.350.00 

14.73 

1.20 

1.22 

1.60 

1.62 

2.04 

1.70 

53,872.90 

814.63 

1.53 

58.732.44 

4.859.64 

9.02 

77,806.40 

19.073.96 

32.47 

88,811.28 

11,004.88 

14.14 

124.807.08 

36,085.80 

40.63 

126,587.05 

1,689.97 

1.35 

53,632.90 

847.46 

1.60 

58.486.88 

4.863.98 

9.06 

77,486.60 

18,998.72 

32.48 

88.636.88 

11.050.28 

14.27 

124.550.28 

36.014.40 

40.55 

126,427.25 

1,876.97 

1.61 

6.417.46 

6,828.11 

8.704.38 

7.760.56 

8.810.88 

10,108. 5P 

BRISTOL. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$2368,200.00 

-.8,800.00 

—37 

$2,381,400.00 

13,200.00 

66 

$2,413,400.00 

32.000.00 

1.34 

$2,632,300.00 

118,900.00 

4.92 

2.787.400.00 

255.100.00 

10.07 

$2,849,700.00 

62.300.00 

2.24 

3.993,600.00 

424,700.00 

11.90 

4,100,100.00 

115.600.00 

2.89 

4.194.200.00 

85,100.00 

2.07 

4,601,400.00 

407.200.00 

9.70 

5.300.600.00 

699.200.00 

16.20 

6.378300.00 

77,600.00 

1.47 

1,188.100.00 

—7,000.00 

--60 

1,163,800.00 

-24,300.00 

—2.06 

1,172.700.00 

8,900.00 

77 

1,243.700.00 

71.000.00 

6.05 

1,909.700.00 

666.000.00 

53.55 

1.953,700.00 

44,000.00 

2.31 

857,200.00 

—15.900.00 

—1.82 

1,026,000.00 

168.800.00 

19.69 

1.068,200.00 

37.200.00 

3.63 

1,156,600.00 

93.400.00 

8.78 

2.668.400.00 

1.401,800.00 

121.20 

8.079,900.00 

521.500.00 

20.38 

8,407,100.00 

303,000.00 

4.91 

8.680.300.00 

273,200.00 

3.26 

8,843,600.00 

163,200.00 

1.88 

9.634.000.00 

690,600.00 

7.80 

12.666,100.00 

3.022.100.00 

31.69 

13.261,500.00 

705.400.00 

5.62 

22.000.00 

31,600.00 

i       19,600.00 

19,700.00 

20.100.00 

18.100.00 

8385,100.00 

395,067.00 

4.94 

8,658,700.00 

273.600.00 

3.26 

8.823,900.00 

166.200.00 

1.91 

9.514,300.00 

690.400.00 

7.82 

12.536.000.00 

3.021.700.00 

31.76 

13.243.400.00 

707.400.00 

5.64 

1.71 

1.83 

2.09 

2.38 

2.25 

2.22 

132,532.09 

11,927.29 

9.89 

144,177.69 

11,646.60 

8.79 

166.861.07 

22.683.38 

15.73 

204,008.52 

37,147.46 

22.26 

236.181.85 

31.173.33 

15.28 

248.532.72 

13.350.87 

5.68 

.132,155.89 

11.945.79 

9.94 

143,782.41 

11,626.62 

8.80 

166.451.43 

22.669.02 

15.76 

203,639.66 

37.088.23 

22.28 

234.748.10 

31,208.44 

15.33 

248.132.00 

13.383.90 

6.70 

10,062.12 

10,890.44 

13.235.86 

11.417.16 

15.043.20 

15.892.08 
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TABLE  X.— GontiiuiflfL 


OK    DsCBKAflB    DT   LoCAL    VALUATIOlfB, 

Aja>  Amouiit  or  State  Tax,  by  Citibs 


Gboss  Tax  axu  Set  Tax 
AND  Towns,  1913-1922. 


BURBILLVILLE. 


Per  Cent 

ImpfweiiMMite . 


Per  Cent 

Tangible  Pereonal 


Per  Cent 

Intnncible  Peraonnl 


Per  Cent 

Totni  VAloattoD 

InercMe 

Per  Cent 


Total 


Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. 
Groee  Tax 

Percent.*. .. 

Net  Tax 

Inereaee 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


1914. 


91.095,550.001 
—2,400.001 

-.211 

2,3a0,20O.OO< 
I.IOO.OO! 

.051 

981.000.00' 
>~4.700.00> 

—.48, 

144,200. 00> 
73,700.00' 
104.54 

4,540.950.00- 

07.700.00 

1.5i; 

93.700.001 

4,447,250.00 
66,700.00' 


f 


1915. 


1 
1 


52. 
30- 


57,734.61. 
216.78 

.38: 

56,516.51; 

203. 78t 

.36! 

3.985. 74' 


91,109.625.00 

14.075.00 

1.28' 

2.369.400.001 

49.200.00: 

2.12 

958.100.00; 

— 22,900.  OOi 

—2.33' 

136^500.00; 

—7,700. 00- 

-^.34i 

4.573,625.00. 

32.675.00* 

.72 

93.700.001 

4,479.925. Ool 
32,675.00! 

.73 

1.30l 

58.228. 7li 

494.16! 

.85 

57.010.61 

494.10 

.87 

4,031.93 


d- 


1916. 


$1,104,200 
— 5.425.00i 

—.48 

2,378.000.00 

8.600.00 

.30 

962,700.00 

4.600.00 

.48! 

115,700.00 

—20300.00 

—15.23 

4.56a600.00 

—13.025.00 

—.28 

114.500.00 

4.446,100.00 

-^33.825. 00 

—  .75 

1.30 

58,246.56 

17.85 

.03 

56.758.06 

—252.55 

—.44 

4.001.49 


$1,000,175  00 

—14.025.00 

—1.27 

2344,100  00 

-^.900.00 

—1.42 

926.100.00 

36,600.00 
—3.80 

134.700.00 

19.000  00 

16.42 

4.495.075  00 

—65,525.00 

—1.43 

14,000.00 

4.481.073  00 

34,975.00 

.7S 

1.30 

57.223.75 

-1.022  81 

— 1.75 

57.041.75 

283  69 
.49 

5.3n.29 


CENTRAL  FALI^. 


Land. 

Inc 

Per  Cent 

ImproTemente 

Inereaee 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal. . . 

Inereaee 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Inereaee 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation .... 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. 

Groes  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

8UteTax 


1913. 


$2,503,240.00 

>  75.125.00 

3.09 


1914. 


1915. 


6.633,125.00 
208,550.00 
3.25 


1.844,475.00 
I  46.125.00 

i  2.56 

486.125.00 
I  117.725.00 

I  31.96 

I     11,466.965.00 

447.525.00 

4.06 

130.800.00 

>     11.336.165.00 

406.150.00 

4.58 

1.50 

166.657.31 

5.418.11 

3.36 

164.605.31 
6.147.40 

3.88 

10.006.83! 


$2,514,180.00 

10,940.00 

.44 

6,831.800.00 

198.675.00 

2.09| 

1.085,925. Ooi 

141.450.00 

7.67 

471,558.50 

—14,566.50 

—2.99 

11,803.463.50 

336,498.50 

2  93 

129.400.00 

11.674.063.50 

337.898.50 

2.98 

1.50 

171.864.81 

5,207.71 

3.12 

160.926.81 

5.231.50 

3.18 

10.506.65 


$2,424,501.00 

—89.670.00 

—3.56 

7.001.871.00 

170.071.00 

2.48 

2.074,160.00 

88.244.00 

4.44 

566,008.00 

95,130.00 

20.17 

12.067.239.17 

263,775.67 

2.23 

28.200.00 

12.039.030.00 

364.975.00 

3.12 

1.50 

174.774.91 

2.910.10 

1.69 

174.362.01 

4.436.10 

2.61 

10,835.14 


1916. 


$2.429316  00 

5315  00 

.21 

7,286,961.00 

285,000  00 

4.07 

2,289.609.00 

215,440  00 

10.38 

546,001.00 
—20.697.00 

—3.65 

12.552.387.00 

485,147.83 

4.02 

24,700.00 

12.527.687.00 
488.648.00 

4.05 

1.50 

182.279.79 
7.604. 8.«i 

4.29 

181.920  2»» 
7,557  3'* 

4.33 

15,033.22 


^Soldicrg  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.^Ckmtiiiued. 

Incbease  or  Dbcrbase  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  or  State  Tax,  by  Citibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


BURRILLVILLE. 


1917. 


$1,103,625.00 

13.450.00 

1.23 

2.300.050.00 
24,050.00 

i.oe 

033.000.00 

6.900.00 

.75 

76.700.00 

—58,000.00 

—43.06 

4.482.375.00 

—12.700.00 

—.28 

13.700.00 

4.468.675.00 

—12,400.00 

—.27 

1.50 

66.302.00 

9.168.25 

16.02 

66,186.50 

9.144.75 

16.08 

5,362.41 


1918 


$1,116,625.00 

13,000.00 

1.18 

2.366.050.00 

—3.000.00 

—  .13 

1.019.600.00 

86.600.00 

9.28 

284.200.00 

207,500.00 

270.58 

4.786,475.00 

304.100.00 

6.78 

13,700.00 

4.772.775.00 

304,100.00 

6.81 

1.50 

68.670.92 

2.278.92 

3.43 

68.466.42 

2.278.92 

3.44 

5.727.33 


1919. 


$1,112,625.00 

—4.000.00 

—.36 

2.445.300.00 

79.250.00 

3  .35 

1.031.450.00 

11.850.00 

1.16 

72.700.00 

—211,500.00 

—74.42 

4.662.075.00 

—124.400.00 

—2.60 

12.900.00 

4.649.175.00 

—123.600.00 

—2.59 

1.60 

73.720.80 

5.049.88 

7.35 

73.514.40 

5.048.98 

7.37 

6.973.76 


1920. 


$1,217,450.00 

104,825.00 

9.42 

2,769,000.00 

323.700.00 

13.23 

1.499,350.00 

467,900.00 

45.36 

71.380.00 

—1.320.00 

—1.82 

5,557.180.00 

895.105.00 

19.20 

11.900.00 

5.545.280.00 

806.105.00 

10.27 

2.00 

110,001.52 

36.280.72 

49.21 

109,763.52 

36.249.12 

49.31 

6.654.33 


1921. 


$1,234,925.00 

17.475.00 

1.44 

2.779.100.00 

10.100.00 

.37 

1.551.600.00 

52.250.00 

3.49 

56,380.00 

—15.000.00 

—21.02 

5,622.005.00 

64.825.00 

1.16 

9,900.00 

5,612.105.00 

66.825.00 

1.19 

2.00 

111.538.02 

1.536.50 

1.42 

111,340.02 

1,576.50 

1.44 

6.734.52 


1922. 


$1,230,975.00 

—3,950.00 

—.82 

2353.450.00 

74,350.00 

2.68 

1.678,350.00 

126,750.00 

8.17 

55.880.00 

^500.00 

—.89 

5.818.655.00 

196.650.00 

3.49 

9.200.00 

5.809,455.00 

197.350.00 

3.52 

2.00 

115,479.08 

3.941.00 

3.53 

115,295.02 

3,955.00 

3.55 

6.971.34 


CENTRAL  FALLS. 


1917. 


$2,660,540.00 

230.724.00 

9.49 

7.574.891,00 

287.930.00 

3.95 

3.268.849.00 
979.240.00 

42.77 

635.427.00 

89.426.00 

16.38 

14.139,707.00 

1,587,320.00 

12.65 

23,600.00 

14.116.107.00 

1.588.420.00 

12.68 

1.75 

238,866.59 

56.586.80 

31.04 

238.467.09 

56,546.80 

31.06 

16.939.32 


1918. 


$2,773,457.00 

112.917.00 

4.24 

7.730,726.00 

155.835.00 

2.05 

3.708.193.00 

439.344.00 

13.44 

656.865.00 

21,438.00 

3.37 

14.860.241.00 

729.534.00 

5.16 

22.900.00 

14.846.341.00 

730.234.00 

5.17 

1.75 

251.344.02 

12.477.43 

5.22 

250,970.27 

12,503.18 

5.24 

17.815.60 


1919. 


$2,776,571.00 

3.114.00 

.11 

7.812.691.00 

81.965.00 

1.06 

3,524.097.00 

—184.096.00 

—4.97 

618.809.00 

-^38.056.00 

—5.79 

14,732.168.00 
—137,073.00 

—  .92 

20.047.00 

14,711.221.00 
—135.120.00 

—  .91 

2.10 

298.855.78 

47.511.76 

18.90 

298.415.90 

47.445.63 

18.90 

22.066.83 


1920. 


$2,807,235.00 

30.664.00 

1.10 

8.782.791.00 

970,100.00 

12.42 

4.858.790.00 

1.334.693.00 

37.87 

802.709.00 

183.900.00 

29.72 

17.251.525.00 

2.519.357.00 

17.10 

15.613.00 

17.235,912.00 

2.524.601.00 

17.16 

2.10 

348.635.96 

49.780.18 

16.66 

348.308.08 

49.892  18 

16  72 

20.683.09 


1921. 


$2,808,531.00 

1.296.00 

.04 

9,004.191.00 

221.400.00 

2.52 

4.095.776.00 

—163.014.00 

—3.36 

856,213.00 

53.504.00 

6.67 

17.364.711.00 

113,186.00 

.66 

12.572.00 

17.352.139.00 

116.227.00 

.67 

2.25 

374.866.06 

26.230.10 

7.53 

374.583.19 

26.275.11 

7.54 

20.822.66 


1922. 


$2,812,043.00 

3.512.00 

.13 

9,641.991.00 

637300.00 

7.08 

5.396,902.00 

701,126.00 

14.93 

1,006,701.00 

150,488.00 

17.58 

18.857.637.00 

1.492.926.00 

8.59 

11,572.00 

18346.065.00 

1.493.926.00 

8.61 

2.25 

405.672.84 

30.806.78 

8.22 

405.412.47 

30329.28 

8.23 

22.615.27 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Incrbabb  or  Decbbabb  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  C^ibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


CHARLESTOWN. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal .  . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$334,850 

15,700 

4. 

682,450 

10,550 

1 

49,950 

—9,000 

—  15 

150.600 

10,600 

7 

1,217,850 

27.850 

2. 

9,900 

1,207,960 

28,200 

2 

1 

11,274 

214 

1 

11,184 

217 

1 

1,076 


00 
00 
92 

.00 
.00 
.57 

.00 
.00 
.27 

.00 
.00 
.57 

.00 
.00 
.34 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.39 

.00 

.90 
.90 
.94 

.30 
.20 
.98 

.66 


1914. 


$321,800.00 

—13,050.00 

—3-90 

695,950.00 

13,500.00 

1.98 

79,660.00 

29,700.00 

59.46 

108,100.00 

—42,500.00 

—28.22 

1,205,500.00 

—12,350.00 

—1.01 

15,600.00 

1.189,900.00 

—18,050.00 

—1.49 

1.00 

11,406.40 

131.50 

1.16 

11.253.40 

69.10 

.61 

1.070.91 


1915. 


$318,000.00 

—3,800.00 

—1.18 

697.700.00 

1.750.00 

.25 

83.050.00 

3.400.00 

4.26 

109,600.00 

1,500.00 

1.38 

1.208.350.00 

2.850.00 

.23 

15.550.00 

1,192,800.00 

2,900.00 

.24 

1.00 

11.425.90 

19.50 

.17 

11,273.40 

20.00 

.17 

1,073.52 


1916. 


$320,450.00 

2,450  00 

.77 

703,900.00 

6.200.00 

.88 

82,000.00 

—1.050.00 

—1.26 

108,600.00 

—1.000.00 

—  .91 

1.214.950  00 

6.600.00 

.54 

8.766.00 

1.206.184.00 

13,384.00 

1.12 

1.00 

11,497  90 

72.00 

.63 

11.413.24 

139.84 

1.24 

1,447.42 


COVENTRY. 


1913. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Groes  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


$814,385.00 

3,075.00 

.38 

2^11,250.00 

28,875.00 

1.12 

1,121,775.00 

—10,525.00 

—.93 

421,150.00 

—69,850.00 

—14.23 

4,968,560.00 

—48,425.00 

—.97 

32,800.00 

4,935,760.00 

—62,025.00 

—1.04 

1.00 

47,158.70 

—65.15 

—  .14 

46,850.50 

—108.95 

—.23 

4,465.59 


1914. 


$832^^.00 

18!065.00 

2.21 

2.668,550.00 

57.300.00 

2.19 

1.140,275.00 

18,500.00 

1.65 

390,350.00 

—30.800.00 

—7.31 

5.031.625.00 

63,065.00 

1.27 

27.300.00 

5,004,325.00 

68.565.00 

1.39 

1.00 

47,974.15 

815.45 

1.72 

47,705.95 

855.45 

1.82 

4,503.89 


1915. 


$834,410.00 

1,960.00 

.23 

2,708,900.00 

40,350.00 

1.51 

1,141,840.00 

1.565.00 

.13 

387,650.00 

—2,700.00 

—.69 

5,072.800.00 

41.175.00 

.81 

26.600.00 

5.046.200.00 

41,875.00 

.83 

1.00 

48,402. 10 

427.95 

.89 

48,146.90 

440.95 

.92 

4,541.58 


1916. 


$851,925.00 

17,515.00 

2.09 

2,735,450.00 

26,550.00 

.98 

1,160,225.00 

18.385.00 

1.61 

425.050.00 

87,400.00 

9.64 

6,172,650.00 

99.850.00 

1.96 

25,100.00 

5,147,550.00 

101,350.00 

2.01 

1.00 

49,176.20 

774.10 

1.60 

48,936.00 

789.10 

1.64 

6,177.06 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


CHARLESTOWN. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$317,150.00 

—3.300.00 

—1.03 

$327,600.00 

10.450.00 

3.30 

$386,000.00 

58.400.00 

17.83 

$391,950.00 

5.950.00 

1.54 

$424,400.00 

32.450.00 

8.28 

$434,650.00 

10,250.00 

2.42 

722,650.00 

18.750.00 

2.66 

741,250.00 

18,600.00 

2.57 

835.100.00 

93.850.00 

12.66 

851.000.00 

15.900.00 

1.90 

907.800.00 

56.800.00 

6.68 

928.550.00 

20,750.00 

2.29 

72,200.00 

—9,800.00 

—11,95 

76,250.00 

4.050.00 

5.61 

101.750.00 

25.500.00 

33.45 

106.950.00 

5.200.00 

5.11 

107,300.00 

350.00 

.33 

99.300.00 

-^.000.00 

—7.46 

108,100.00 

—600.00 

—  .46 

98,000.00 

—10,100.00 

-9.34 

85.500.00 

—12.500.00 

—12.75 

89.900.00 

4.400.00 

5.15 

105,400.00 

15.500.00 

17.24 

104.700.00 

—700.00 

—.67 

1.220,100.00 

5.150.00 

.42 

1,243,100.00 

23,000.00 

1.89 

1.408.350.00 

165,250.00 

13.29 

1.439.800.00 

31.450.00 

2.23 

1.544.900.00 

105.100.00 

7.30 

1.667.200.00 

22.300.00 

1.44 

7,900.00 

8,100.00 

7,750.00 

7.250.00 

9.650.00 

8,850.00 

1,212,200.00 

6,016.00 

.50 

1.235.000.00 

22.800.00 

1.88 

1.400,600.00 

165,600.00 

13.41 

1.432.550.00 

31.950.00 

2.28 

1.535.250.00 

102.700.00 

7.17 

1.558,350.00 

23.100.00 

1.51 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

13.858.60 

288.10 

2.12 

1.00 

1.00 

11.552.40 
54.50 

.47 

11.843.00 

290.60 

2.52 

13,570.50 

1,727.60 

14.59 

14.816.60 

958.00 

6.91 

15.043.80 

227.20 

1.53 

11.476.40 

63.16 

.55 

11.762.00 

285.60 

2.49 

13.493.00 

1.731.00 

14.72 

13,786.10 

293.10 

2.17 

14.720.10 

934.00 

6.78 

14.955.30 

236.20 

1.60 

1,454.64 

1.482.00 

2.100.90 

1.719.06 

1.842.30 

1,870.02 

COVENTRY. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1222. 

$857,025.00 

5,100.00 

.60 

$874,500.00 

17.475.00 

2.04 

$917,175.00 

42.675.00 

4.88 

$912,400.00 

—4,775.00 

—  .52 

$922,650.00 

10.250  00 

1.12 

$922,000.00 

—650.00 

—.07 

2.739.025.00 

3.576.00 

.13 

2.756.375.00 

17.350.00 

.63 

2.793.450.00 

37.076.00 

1.35 

2.867.125.00 

73,675.00 

2.64 

2.953.000.00 

85.876.00 

2.99 

3.106,300.00 

153.300.00 

6.19 

1.183,276.00 

23.050.00 

1.99 

1.190.925.00 

7.650.00 

.65 

1.401,925.00 

211.000.00 

17.72 

1,459.700.00 

57,775.00 

4.12 

1.583,725.00 

124.025.00 

8.50 

1.586.300.00 

2.675.00 

.16 

420.000.00 

—5.050.00 

—1.19 

412,200.00 

—7.800.00 

—1.86 

424,200.00 

12.000.00 

2.92 

413,800.00 

—10,400.00 

—2.45 

373.500.00 

—40.300.00 

—9.74 

370.300.00 

—3,200.00 

—.86 

5.109.325.00 

26.675.00 

.52 

5.234.000.00 

34,675.00 

.67 

5.536,750.00 

302,750.00 

5.78 

5,653,025.00 

116,275.00 

2.10 

5.832.875.00 

179.850.00 

3.18 

5.984»900.00 

152.025.00 

2.61 

24.600.00 

23.900.00 

17,000.00 

17.400.00 

19.300.00 

17,200.00 

5.174.825.00 

27,275.00 

.53 

5.210,100.00 

35.275.00 

.68 

5,519.750.00 

309.650.00 

5.94 

6.635.625.00 

115.875.00 

2.10 

5,813,575.00 

177,950.00 

3.15 

6.967,700.00 

164,125.00 

2.65 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.25 

1.35 

49.473.25 

297.05 

.60 

49.866.80 

393.56 

.80 

52.822.30 

3.955.50 

7.93 

54.047.45 

1.225.15 

2.32 

69,736.19 

15,688.74 

29.03 

77,278.30 

7,542.11 

10.82 

49.237.25 

301.25 

.62 

49.636.80 

399.56 

.81 

52.661.30 

3.024.50 

6.09 

53,873.45 

1,212.15 

2.30 

69.503.44 

15.629.99 

29.01 

77,050.85 

7,547.41 

10.86 

6.209.79 

6.252.12 

8.279.62 

6.762.75 

6.976.29 

7.161.24 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COIOUSSIONERS. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and' Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  To'wns,  1913-1922. 


CRANSTON. 


1917. 


$5,831,275.00 

98.605.00 

1.72 

14.066.590.00 

458.575.00 

3.37 

1.828.595.00 

48.215.00 

2.71 

2.847.725.00 

271.090.00 

10.52 

24.574.185.00 

876.575.00 

3.70 

52.845.00 

24.521.340.00 

878.000.00 

3.71 

1.55 

348.151.02 

63.271.81 

22.21 

347.350.90 

63.162.35 

22.23 

29.426.61 


1918. 


$6,282,175.00 

450,900.00 

7.73 

14.360.535.00 

203,945.00 

2.00 

2.336,240.00 

507,645.00 

27.76 

2.851,240.00 

3.515.00 

.12 

25,830,190.00 

1,256,005.00 

5.11 

51,020.00 

25.779.170.00 

1.257,830.00 

5.13 

1.55 

367,578  68 

19,427.66 

5.58 

366,804.55 

19,453.65 

5.60 

30.035.00 


1919. 


$6,374,240.00 

92.065.00 

1.47 

14,477,320.00 

116,785.00 

.81 

2,370,475.00 

34,235.00 

1.47 

3,061.825.00 

210,585.00 

7.39 

26.283,860.00 

453.670.00 

1.76 

45.550.00 

26,238,310.00 

459,140.00 

1.78 

1.70 

407,021.89 

39,443.21 

10.73 

406,266.30 

39,461.84 

10.76 

39.357.46 


1920. 


$8,403,720.00 

2,029.480.00 

31.84 

18.360.925.00 

3,883,605.00 

26.83 

3.142,920.00 

772,445.00 

32.59 

3,286,750.00 

224,925.00 

7.34 

33.194,315.00 

6,910,455.00 

26.29 

45,430.00 

33.148,885.00 

6,910,575.00 

26.34 

1.90 

581,390.73 

174.368.84 

42.84 

580,649.31 

174.282.92 

42.90 

39.778.66 


1921. 


$8,412,810.00 

9,090.00 

.11 

18,629.815.00 

268,890.00 

1.46 

3,663.665.00 

620,645.00 

16.56 

3,182,490.00 

—104,260.00 

—3.17 

33,888.680.00 

694,356.00 

2.09 

45,150.00 

33,843,530.00 

694,645.00 

2.09 

2.00 

626.853.76 

45.463.03 

7.82 

626,973.96 

46,424.65 

7.83 

40.612.23 


1922. 


8.476.260.00 

62.460.00 

.74 

19.684.860.00 

1,056,086.00 

6.66 

3,744,410.00 

80.846.00 

2.21 

3,669.640.00 

487.160.00 

1.53 

86.574.160.00 

1.686.480.00 

4.97 

43.100.00 

36,531.060.00 

1.687.680.00 

4.90 

2.00 

652.768.96 

26.916.20 

4.14 

661,927.76 

26.968.80 

4.15 

42,637.27 


CUMBERLAND. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$2,491,015.00 

14.870.00 

.60 

$2,500,090.00 

8.176.00 

.33 

$2,546,140.00 

46.050.00 

1.84 

$2,597,920.00 

51,780.00 

2.03 

$2,626,215.00 

28.295.00 

1.09 

$2,663,376.00 

37,160.00 

1.41 

4.679.674.00 

—391,550.00 

—7.72 

4.726,924.00 

47.260.00 

1.01 

4,784,724.00 

57,800.00 

1.22 

4.964,400.00 

179,676.00 

3.76 

6,222.900.00 

258.500.00 

5.21 

5,309,830.00 

86.930.00 

1.66 

2,813.425.00 

456,950.00 

10.34 

2,838.375.00 

24.950.00 

.89 

2,767,575.00 

—70,800.00 

—2.49 

3,010,150.00 

242,576.00 

8.76 

3,112,860.00 

102,700.00 

3.41 

3,122,260.00 

9,400.00 

.30 

145.610.00 

—181.892. 00 

--36.99 

173,710.00 

28.100.00 

19.30 

208,710.00 

35.000.00 

20.15 

304,310.00 

95.600.00 

45.80 

323,010.00 

18,700.00 

6.16 

363,760.00 

30,760.00 

9.83 

10.130.624.00 

—2.622.00 

—.02 

10.239.099.00 

108.475.00 

1.07 

10.307.149.00 

68.050.00 

.66 

10,876,780.00 

569,631.00 

5.52 

11,284,976.00 

408,196.00 

3.76 

11,449,216.00 

164.240.00 

1.46 

19.350.00 

18,200.00 

16.800.00 

14,600.00 

13.4p0.00 

13.200.00 

10.111.274.00 

—572.00 

—.005 

10,220,899.00 

109,626.00 

1.08 

10.290.349.00 

69.460.00 

.68 

10,862,180.00 

571,831.00 

5.56 

11,271,575.00 

409,396.00 

3.77 

11.436,016.00 

164,440.00 

1.46 

1.15 

1.25 

1.40 

1.60 

1.66 

1.66 

115.410.10 

5.636.93 

6.04 

126.512.20 

11.102.10 

9.62 

142.212.99 

15.700.79 

12.41 

170,376.76 

28,163.77 

19.80 

182,164.46 

11,787.70 

6.92 

184,490.05 

2.326.69 

1.27 

115.187.58 

5.549.81 

6.06 

126.284.70 

11,097.12 

9.63 

141.977.79 

15.693.09 

12.43 

170,143.16 

28,165.37 

19.83 

181,913.86 

11,800.20 

6.94 

184.272.26 

2,328.80 

1.27 

12.133.62 

12,265.07 

15.435.52 

13.034.61 

13.526.89 

13,723.21 
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TABLE  X.-Oontinued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


EAST  GREENWICH. 


Land 

IncEeaae 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUteTax 


1913. 


S613.125.00 

6.275.00 

1.03 

1.363,675.00 

23.000.00 

1.72 

397,675.000 

4,225.00 

1.07 

499.000.00 

—5,625.00 

—1.11 

2.873.475.00 

27,875.00 

.98 

22,550.00 

2.850.925.00 

28.850.00 

1.02 

1.00 

25,740.75 

312.50 

1.23 

25,515.25 

322.25 

1.28 

2,562.99 


1914. 


$612,625.00 

—500.00 

—  .08 

1.392.1^.500 

28.450.00 

2.08 

400,250.00 

2.575.00 

.64 

506.750.00 

7,750.00 

1.55 

2.911,750.00 

38.275.00 

1.32 

19,800.00 

2.891.950.00 

41.025.00 

1.43 

1.00 

26,077.00 

336.25 

1.30 

25,879.00 

363.75 

1.42 

2,602.75 


1915. 


$619,525.00 

6.900.00 

1.12 

1,430,475.00 

38,350.00 

2.75 

423.200.00 

22,950.00 

5.73 

530,300.00 

23.550.00 

4.64 

3.003,500.00 

91.750.00 

3.15 

18.000.00 

2.985.500.00 

93.550.00 

3.23 

1.00 

26,853.20 

776.20 

2.97 

26,673.20 

794.20 

3.06 

2,686,95 


1916. 


$621,975.00 

2.450.00 

.39 

1.457,625.00 

27,150.00 

1.89 

423,350.00 

150.00 

.03 

534.450.00 
4.15O.00 

.78 

$3,037,400.00 

33,900.00 

1.12 

13,850.00 

3.023.550.00 

38.050.00 

1.27 

1.10 

29.670.25 

2.817.05 

10.49 

29.517.90 

2.884.70 

10.66 

3,628.26 


EAST  PROVIDENCE, 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

*Exemptions 

ToUl  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Ix>cal  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUteTax 


1913. 


$4,165,314 

107.358 

2 

7,425.168 

219.927 

3 

1.669.122 

44,666 

2 

772,860 

48.075 

6 

14,031,964 

420.026 

3 

500,885 

13.531,079 

415.581 

3 

1 

202.580 

6.368 

3 

195.078 

6.301 

3 

12.008 


.00 
.00 
.65 

.00 
.00 
.05 

.00 

.00 

75 

.00 
.00 
.64 

.00 
.00 
.09 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.17 

.50 

.35 
.41 
.25 

.08 
.74 
.34 

.86 


1914. 


$4,162,221.00 

—3.093.00 

—  .07 

7,855.623.00 

430.455.00 

5.79 

1.715.751.00 

46.629.00 

2.79 

794.090  00 

21.730.00 

2.81 

14.527,685.00 

495.721.00 

3.53 

498.230.00 

14.029,455.00 

498,376.00 

3.67 

1.50 

209,180.30 

6.599.95 

3.25 

201.717.85 

6.639.77 

3.40 

12.626.51 


1915. 


$4,262,330.00 

100,109.00 

2.40 

8.077.003.00 

221.470.00 

2.81 

1.581.044.00 

—134,707.00 

—7.86 

1.017,750  00 

223,660.00 

28.16 

14,938.217.00 

410,532.00 

2.82 

55.375.00 

14,882.842.00 

853.387.00 

6.08 

1.50 

212.878.01 

3,697.71 

1.76 

212,058.39 

10.340.54 

5.12 

13.394.56 


1916. 


$4,301,296.00 

38,966.00 

.91 

8.413,367.00 

336.274.00 

4.16 

1.000,472.00 

310,438.00 

20.20 

1.093.580. 00 

75,830.00 

7.45 

15.708.715.00 

770.498.00 

5.15 

52.035.00 

15.656.680.00 

773.838.00 

5.19 

1.50 

223.601.35 

10.723.34 

5.03 

222.820.83 

10,762.44 

6.07 

18.788.01 


*Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  To'v^'ns,  1913-1922. 


EAST  GREENWICH 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

t623.475.Q0 

1.500.00 

.24 

S623,325.00 

—150.00 

—  .02 

$627,425.00 

4,100.00 

.66 

$629,225.00 

1,800.00 

.29 

$641,275.00 

12,050.00 

1.92 

$645,375.00 

4.100.00 

.64 

1,466.275.00 
8.650.00 

.60 

1,483,375.00 

17,100.00 

1.17 

1,509,775.00 

26,400.00 

1.78 

1,531.325.00 

21,650.00 

1.43 

1,584.925.00 

53.600.00 

3.50 

1.774.475.00 

189,550.00 

11.96 

432.050.00 

8.700.00 

2.03 

447.525.00 

15,475.00 

3.58 

483.450.00 

35.925.00 

8.03 

521.610.00 

38,160.00 

7.89 

565.300.00 

43.090.00 

8.38 

612.300.00 

47.000.00 

8.32 

521.550.00 

—12.900.00 

—2.41 

589.000  00 

67.450.00 

12.93 

574.400  00 
—14.600.00 

—2.48 

610,600.00 

36.200.00 

6.30 

593.350.00 

—17,250.00 

—2.83 

1,073.600.00 

480,250.00 

80.94 

3.043.350.00 

5.950.00 

.20 

3.143,225.00 

99,875.00 

3.28 

3,195.050.00 

51.825.00 

1.65 

3,292,760.00 

97,710.00 

3.06 

3,384.850.00 

92.090.00 

2.80 

4.105.750.00 

720.900.00 

21.30 

14.850.00 

15,350.00 

14.100.00 

11,900.00 

11,700.00 

11.500.00 

3.028,500.00 

4.950.00 

.16 

3.127.875.00 

99,375.00 

3.28 

3,180.950.00 

63,075.00 

1.70 

3,280,860.00 

99,910.00 

3.14 

3,373,150.00 

92,290.00 

2.81 

4.094.250.00 

721,100.00 

21.38 

1.10 

1.30 

1.80 

1.80 

2.00 

2.00 

29,826.00 

155.75 

.52 

35,560.92 

5,734.92 

19.23 

49.469.30 

13.908.38 

39.10 

50,721.28 

1,251.98 

2.53 

58,203.40 

7,842.12 

14.75 

64,937.40 

6,734.00 

11.57 

29.662.65 

144.76 

.49 

35,361.37 

5,698.72 

19.21 

49,215.50 

13,854.13 

39.18 

6a507.08 

1,291.58 

2.63 

57,969.40 

7.462.32 

14.78 

64,707.40 

6.738.00 

11.62 

3,634.20 

3.753.45 

4.771.42 

3,937.03 

4.047.78 

4,913.10 

EAST  PROVIDENCE. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$4,321,662.00 

20.366.00 

.47 

$4,403,321.00 

81,659.00 

1.89 

$4,664,678.00 

261,357.00 

5.94 

$4,871,632.00 

206,954.00 

4.43 

$5,064,999.00 

183,367.00 

3.76 

$5,133,835.00 

78.836.00 

1.66 

S.888.007.00 

474.640.00 

5.64 

9,626,517.00 

738,510.00 

8.31 

10,660,932.00 

934,415.00 

9.71 

11,823,692.00 

1.262.760.00 

11.95 

12,782,007.00 

958,315.00 

8.11 

13,477,746.00 

695,738.00 

6.44 

1.971.560.00 

71.088.00 

3.74 

2,428,445.00 

456,885.00 

23.17 

2,708,423.00 

279,978.00 

11.53 

3,117,976.00 

409.552.00 

15.12 

3,373,876.00 

255,400.00 

8.19 

3,414,440.00 

41.065.00 

1.22 

1,286.525.00 

192.945.00 

17.64 

1.304.745.00 

18,220.00 

1.42 

1.277.730.00 

—27.015.00 

—2.07 

1,806,265.00 

628,535.00 

41.37 

1,313,685.00 

— 192,580.00 

—27.27 

1,248,106.00 

—65,580.00 

--4.99 

16,467.764.00 

759.039.00 

4.83 

17,763,028.00 

1,295.274.00 

7.87 

19,211,763.00 

1,448,735.00 

8.16 

21,619.564.00 

2.407.801.00 

12.53 

22,524,066.00 

904,502.00 

4.18 

23.274,125.00 

750,059.00 

3.33 

47.615.00 

47,340.00 

41,725.00 

36,555  00 

40,385.00 

39,886.00 

16.420.139.00 
763.459.00 

4.88 

17,715,688.00 

1,295.549.00 

7.89 

19,170.038.00 

1,454,350.00 

8.21 

21.683.009.00 

2.412,971.00 

12.59 

22,483,681.00 

900,672.00 

4.17 

23.234.240.00 

750,569.00 

3.34 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.90 

2.09 

232,864.64 

9.263.19 

4.14 

252,093.23 

19,228.69 

8.25 

274,121.43 

22,028.20 

8.74 

304,424.56 

30,303.12 

11.06 

408,251.98 

103,827.43 

34.11 

465,336.24 

57,084.26 

13.98 

232.150.32 

9.329.49 

4.19 

261.383.14 

19,232.82 

8.28 

273,495.55 

22,112.41 

8.79 

303.876.23 

30,380.68 

11.11 

407,484.67 

103.608.44 

34.09 

464,602.66 

57.017.98 

13.99 

19,704.16 

21,258.82 

28,755.05 

25,899.61 

26.980.41 

27,881.08 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

IN  Local  Valdationb,  Geiosb  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
r  OF  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Townb,  1913-1922. 


»!3. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


EXETER. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$301,100.00 

860.00 

.29 

$311,730.00 

10,630.00 

3.53 

$315,450.00 

3.720.00 

1.19 

$317,200.00 

1,770.00 

.56 

$317,915.00 

695.00 

.22 

$325,587.00 

7,622.00 

2.40 

149.610.00 

500.00 

.34 

147,970.00 

—1.640.00 

—1.10 

150.840.00 

2.870.00 

1.94 

161.130.00 

10.290.00 

6.82 

159,635.00 

—1,495.00 

—  .93 

162.285.00 

2.650.00 

1.66 

68.755.00 

—525.00 

—  .76 

65.720.00 

—3,035.00 

—4.41 

71.540.00 

5.820.00 

8.86 

77,040.00 

5,500.00 

7.69 

76.260.00 

—780.00 

—1.01 

75.360.00 

—900.00 

—1.19 

82.050.00 

^3.600.00 

—10.10 

24.550.00 

—7.500.00 

—23.40 

151.450.00 

126.900.00 

516.91 

147,850.00 

—3.600.00 

—2.38 

1^.000.00 

6,160.00 

4.16 

158,000.00 

4.000.00 

2.60 

551.515.00 

—2.765.00 

—  .50 

549,970.00 

—1,545.00 

—  .28 

689,280.00 

189.310.00 

25.33 

703.240.00 

13.960.00 

2.03 

707.810.00 

4.570.00 

.65 

721.182.00 

13.372.00 

1.89 

1.500.00 

1,050.00 

548.920.00 

—1.095.00 

—  .20 

400.00 

688380.00 

189.960.00 

25.50 

550.015.00 

—1.465.00 

—  .27 

703.240.00 

14.360.00 

2.08 

707.810.00 

4.570.00 

.65 

721.182.00 

13.372.00 

1.89 

1.10 

1.30 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

5.842.31 

—5.22 

—  .09 

6.928.66 

1.086.35 

18.60 

8,673.25 

1.744.59 

25.18 

8.922.25 

249.00 

2.87 

8.923.08 
.83 
.01 

9.079.73 

156.65 

1.75 

5.825.81 

9.08 

.16 

6.915.01 

1,080.20 

18.70 

8,667.25 

1.752.24 

25.34 

8,922.25 

255.00 

2.95 

8,923.06 
.83 
.01 

9,079.73 

156.65 

1.75 

660.01 

658.70 

1.033.32 

843.88 

849.37 

865.41 

FOSTER. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922 

$260,415.00 

2.130.00 

.82 

$258,508.00 

—1.912.00 

—  .73 

$255,393.00 

-^,110.00 

—1.20 

$255,145.00 

—248.00 

—.09 

$257,650.00 

2,505.00 

.98 

$259,912.00 

2,262.00 

.88 

222.835.00 

7.470.00 

3.47 

224.180.00 

1,345.00 

.60 

226,730.00 

2,550.00 

1.14 

227.405.00 

675.00 

.29 

230,045.00 

2,640.00 

1.16 

235,445.00 

5,400.00 

2.85 

119.884.00 

—2.588.00 

—2.11 

128.050.00 

8.166.00 

6.81 

142,665.00 

14.615.00 

11.41 

163,375.00 

20,710.00 

14.51 

143.875.00 

—20.000.00 

—12.24 

156.890.00 

13,015.00 

9.08 

40.881.00 

—1.039.00 

—2.04 

49.705.00 

—176.00 

—.35 

54.905.00 

5,200.00 

10.47 

52,405.00 

—2.500.00 

—4.55 

53.405.00 

1.000.00 

1.91 

52,280.00 

—1.125.00 

—2.11 

653.015.00 

5.973.00 

.92 

660.438.00 

7.423.00 

1.14 

679,693.00 

19,255.00 

2.91 

608,330.00 

18.637.00 

2.74 

084.475.00 

—13.855.00 

—1.98 

704.027.00 

19.552.00 

2.86 

10.475.00 

9,700.00 

11.050.00 

10.280.00 

9.405.00 

9.605.00 

642.540.00 

6.863.00 

1.08 

650,738.00 

8.198.00 

1.28 

668.643.00 

17.905.00 

2.75 

688.050.00 

19.407.00 

2.90 

675.070.00 

—12.980.00 

—1.88 

694.422.00 

19.852.00 

2.87 

1.60 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

2.00 

2.00 

9.246.52 

101.01 

1.11 

9.359.82 

113.30 

1.23 

9,591.45 

231.63 

2.47 

9,898.50 

307.05 

3.20 

12.835.02 

2,936.52 

29.67 

13,244.06 

409.04 

.08 

9.089.40 

114.36 

1.27 

9.225.32 

135.92 

1.49 

9,436.70 

211.38 

2.29 

9,744.30 

307.60 

3.26 

12,646.92 

2,902.62 

29.79 

13,051.96 

405.04 

.06 

771.04 

780.88 

1,002.96 

825.66 

810.08 

833.30 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuattonb,  Grobs  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


GLOCESTER. 


Land 

Increase , 

Per  Cent 

ImprovemenU 

Increane . 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation .  .  .  . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  SlOO 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


1914. 


Sd96.370.00 

—1.230.00 

—  .31 

397.690.00 

13.715.00 

3.57 

106.650.00 

1.100.00 

1.04 

186,875.00 

—25,875.00 

—12.16 

1.087.585.00 

—12.290.00 

—1.12 

12.866.00 

1.074.719.00 

—13,990.00 

—1.29 

1.00 

9.754.60 

32.35 

.33 

9,625.94 

15.35 

.16 

973.54 


$401,337.00 

4.967.00 

1.25 

453.545.00 

55,855.00 

14.04 

111.153.00 

4.503.00 

4.22 

145,450.00 

—41.425.00 

—22.16 

1.111,485.00 

23,900.00 

2.19 

11.466.00 

1.100.019.00 

25.300.00 

2.35 

1.00 

10,242.15 

487.55 

5.00 

10.127.49 

501.55 

5.21 

990.01 


1915. 


$430,544.00 

29.207.00 

7.27 

601,846.00 

48.301.00 

10.64 

113.150.00 

1.997.00 

1.79 

148.525.00 

3,075.00 

2.11 

1.194.065.00 

82.580.00 

7.42 

12.056.00 

1,182.009.00 

81.990.00 

7.45 

1.25 

13.661.42 

3.419.27 

33.38 

13.510.72 

3.383.23 

»3.40 

1.063.81 


1916. 


$433,352.00 

2.808.00 

.65 

507.189.00 

5.343.00 

1.06 

113.050.00 

—100.00 

—.08 

115.215.00 

-^.310.00 

—22.42 

1.168.806.00 

—25.259.00 

—2.11 

11.216.00 

1.157.590.00 

—24.419.00 

-2.06 

1.25 

13.630  74 

—30.68 

—.22 

13.490.54 

-20.18 

—.15 

1.389.10 


HOPKINTON 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal. . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation ... 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$386,050.00 

3.050.00 

.80 

751.850.00 

4.350.00 

.58 

317.700.00 

—60,600.00 

—16.02 

54.850.00 

33,750.00 

159.95 

1.510.450.00 

—19.450.00 

—  1.27 

24.366.00 

1.486.084.00 

—16,266.00 

—1.08 

1.25 

18,414.40 

—530.00 

—2.80 

18.109.83 

-^90.20 

—2.64 

1.344.80 


1914. 


$389,000.00 

2.950.00 

.76 

752,100.00 

250.00 

.03 

292.600.00 

—25,100.00 

—7.90 

64.450.00 

9.600.00 

17.50 

1.498.150.00 
—12.300.00 

—  .81 

26.366.00 

1.471.784.00 
—14.300.00 

—  .96 

1.35 

19.612.75 

1.198.35 

6.51 

19,256.81 

1.146.98 

6.33 

1,324.60 


1915. 


$392,000.00 

3.000.00 

.77 

754,600.00 

2,500.00 

.33 

288,500.00 

—4,100.00 

—1.40 

75,550.00 

11,100.00 

17.22 

1.510,650.00 

12,500.00 

.83 

24.116.00 

1,486.534.00 

14,750.00 

1.00 

1.50 

21.828.70 

2.215.95 

11.29 

21,466.95 

2,210.14 

11.47 

1,337.88 


1916. 


$427,600.00 

35.600.00 

9.08 

1,063,300.00 

308,700.00 

40.90 

281,200.00 

—7,300.00 

—2.53 

157,700.00 

82,150.00 

108.73 

1.929,800.00 

419,150.00 

27.74 

25,675.00 

1,904.125.00 

417,591.00 

28.09 

1.50 

27,212.30 

5,383.60 

24.66 

26.838.17 

5.371.22 

25.02 

2.284.95 


*Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


GLOCESTER. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$443,998.00 

10,646.00 

2.46 

$532,712.00 

88.714.00 

19.98 

$560,607.00 

27.895.00 

5.23 

$583,840.00 

23.233.00 

4.16 

$563,396.00 

—20.444.00 

—3.50 

$549,004.00 

—14.392.00 

—2.66 

522,074.00 

14.885.00 

2.93 

631.217.00 

109,143.00 

20.91 

592,686.00 

—38.632.00 

—6.10 

597.865.00 

5.170.00 

.87 

509.526.00 

1.671.00 

.28 

600.570.00 

1.044.00 

.18 

120,350.00 

7,300.00 

6.46 

143,310.00 

22.960.00 

19.08 

146.010.00 

2.700.00 

1.89 

170,510.00 

24.600.00 

16.78 

214.186.00 

43.676.00 

25.62 

222.150.00 

7,964.00 

3.72 

109.565.00 

—5,650.00 

—4.90 

102.040.00 

—7,525.00 

—6.87 

103,275.00 

1.235.00 

1.21 

100,600.00 

—2,675.00 

—2.59 

108.450.00 

7.850.00 

7.80 

119.885.00 

10,935.00 

10.06 

1,195,987.00 

27,181.00 

2.33 

1,409,279.00 

213.292.00 

17.83 

1,402.677.00 

—6,702.00 

—.48 

1,452.805.00 

50.228.00 

3.58 

1.485.558.00 

32,753.00 

2.25 

1.491.109.00 

5.551.00 

.87 

11.056.00 

10.496.00 

11,374.00 

10.414.00 

8,414.00 

10.964.00 

1,184.931.00 

27,341.00 

2.36 

1.398,783.00 

213,852.00 

18.05 

1.391.203.00 

—7,580.00 

—  .64 

1.442.391.00 

51.188.00 

3.68 

1,477,144.00 

34.753.00 

2.41 

1.480.145.00 

3.001.00 

.20 

1.25 

1.25 

1.26 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

14,018.52 

387.78 

2.84 

16.748.64 

2.730.12 

19.48 

16,654.37 

-94.27 

—  .56 

20.685.47 

4.031 .  10 

24.21 

21,090.42 

404.95 

1.95 

21.053.40 

—37.02 

—  .18 

13,880.32 

389.78 

2.89 

16.617.44 

2,737.12 

19.72 

16,612.20 

—105.24 

—  .63 

20.536.86 

4.023.66 

24.37 

20,964.21 

428.35 

2.08 

20.888.94 

—75.27 

—.36 

1,421.91 

1.678.63 

2,086.80 

1,730.86 

1 

1.772.57 

1.776.17 

HOPKIJ 

MTON. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

9424.500.00 

—3,100,00 

—  .73 

$421,000.00 

—3,600.00 

—.82 

$432,050.00 

11,060.00 

2.62 

$416,625.00 

—15.425.00 

—3.57 

$440,285.00 

23.660.00 

5.68 

$447,485.00 

7.200.00 

1.64 

1.103,800.00 

40,500.00 

3.81 

1.104.600.00 

800.00 

.07 

1,091.400.00 

—13,200.00 

—1.20 

1.121,660.00 

30.160.00 

2.76 

1.136.260.00 

14,700.00 

1.31 

1.148.092.00 

11.832.00 

1.04 

285,100.00 

3,900.00 

1.39 

316,300.00 

31.200.00 

10.96 

332.360.00 

16.060.00 

6.08 

358.288.00 

25,928.00 

7.80 

385,695.00 

27.407.00 

7.65 

422.015.00 

36.320.00 

9.42 

170,225.00 

12,525.00 

7.94 

143.200.00 

—27,025.00 

—15.88 

162.100.00 

8.900.00 

6.22 

146.338.00 

—5,762.00 

—3.79 

137.885.00 

—8,453.00 

—5.78 

124,565.00 

—13,320.00 

—9.66 

1,983.625.00 

53,825.00 

2.79 

1,985,100.00 

1,476.00 

.07 

2.007,910.00 

22.810.00 

1.15 

2,042.811.00 

34.901.00 

1.74 

2.100,125.00 

57,314.00 

2.81 

2,142,167.00 

42,032.00 

2.00 

25,250.00 

24.400.00 

21.450.00 

17,250.00 

17.990.00 

18,050.00 

1,958.375.00 

54.250.00 

2.85 

1.960.700.00 

2.325.00 

.12 

1.986.460.00 

2o.760.00 

1.31 

2,025,561.00 

39.101.00 

1.96 

2.082.135.00 

56.674.00 

2.79 

2.124,107.00 

41.972.00 

2.02 

1.60 

1.50 

1.60 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

27.881.90 

669.60 

2.46 

28,201.30 

319.40 

1.16 

28.445.65 

244.26 

.87 

38.514.81 

10,069.26 

35.40 

39.795.38 

1.280.67 

8.33 

40,850.10 

1,054.72 

2.65 

27,514.15 

675.98 

2.52 

27.846.30 

332.16 

1.21 

28.123.80 

277.50 

.09 

38,169.81 

10,046.01 

36.72 

39.439.42 

1.269.61 

3.32 

40,489.10 

1.049.68 

2.66 

2,360.05 

2,352.84 

2.979.69 

2.430  67 

2.498.66 

2.548.92 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


JAMESTOWN. 


Land 

IncNMe 

Per  Cent 

ImiffovemenU , 


Percent 

Tangible  Persona] . . 

Increaee 

Per  Cent , 

Intangible  Pereonal . 

Increase , 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Inereaae 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 


Per  Cent. 

Bute  Tax, 


1013. 


$1,563,746 

298.262 

23 

1.216.250 

104.950 

9 

176.620 

17|666 

11 

287.906 

8.529 

3 

3,244.521 

429.407 

15 

21.850 

3,222,671 

410.507 

14 

1 

30,717 

4.242 

16 

30,499 

4.053 

15 

2,717 


.00 
.50 
.57 

.00 
.00 

.44 

.00 
.05 
.11 

.00 
.00 
.05 

.00 
.55 
.25 

.00 

.00 
.55 
.60 

.00 

.78 
.92 
.03 

.28 
.92 
.33 

.00 


1914. 


$1,001,253.00 

—562.493.00 

—35.97 

1.240,750.00 

24.500.00 

2.01 

632.698.00 

456,073.00 

258.22 

267.982.00 

—19.923.00 

—6.92 

3,142.678.00 

—101.843.00 

—3.14 

22.500.00 

3.120,178.00 

—102,493.00 

—3.18 

1.05 

31,256.89 

539.11 

1.75 

31.020.64 

521.36 

1.70 

2.808.16 


1915. 


$1,474,105.00 

472.852.00 

47.22 

1.283.900.00 

43,150.00 

3.47 

172.475.00 

—460.218.00 

—72.73 

290.932.00 

22.950.00 

8.56 

3.221.412.00 

78.734.00 

2.50 

6.000.00 

3.215.412.00 

95.234.00 

3.05 

1.05 

31.934.86 

677.97 

2.16 

31.871.86 

851.22 

2.74 

2.893.87 


1916. 


$1,475,750.00 

1.645.00 

.11 

1.338.500.00 

54.600.00 

4.25 

183,660.00 

11.175.00 

6.47 

321.282.00 

30,300.00 

10.41 

3.319.132.00 

97.720.00 

3.03 

6.000.00 

3.313.132.00 

97,720.00 

3.08 

1.05 

32.764.04 

829.18 

2.59 

32,701.04 

829.18 

2.00 

8.975.75 


JOHNSTON. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

PtoCent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$1,001,775.00 

3.335.00 

.33 

1,583.075.00 

44.400.00 

2.89 

505.050.00 

12,300.00 

2.50 

267.560.00 

8.000.00 

3.08 

3.357.450.00 

68,035.00 

2.07 

8.400.00 

8349.050.00 

72.235.00 

2.20 

1.30 

41.238.90 

812.46 

2.01 

41.129.70 

867.06 

2.15 

2,991.09 


1914. 


$1,035,135.00 

33,360.00 

3.33 

1,647,426.00 

64.350.00 

4.06 

508,150.00 

3.100.00 

.61 

273.400.00 

6.850.00 

2.18 

8.464.110.00 

106.660.00 

3.17 

8.300.00 

3,455.810.00 

106,760.00 

3.18 

1.30 

42,572.82 

1.333.92 

3.23 

.      42.464.92 

1,335.22 

3.24 

3,110.22 


1915. 


$1,108,880.00 

73,755.00 

7.12 

1,735.025.00 

88,500.00 

5.37 

520.150.00 

12,000.00 

2.86 

287,050.00 

13.650.00 

4.99 

3.652.015.00 

187.905.00 

5.42 

7,800.00 

3.644.715.00 

188.905.00 

5.46 

1.50 

51,622.68 

9,049.86 

21.25 

51.513.18 

9.048.26 

21.30 

3.280.24 


1916. 


$1,167,950.00 

59,060.00 

5.32 

1.775,535.00 

39,600.00 

2.28 

577,400.00 

57.250.00 

11.00 

307.500.00 

20.450.00 

7.12 

3.828.375.00 

176,360.00 

4.82 

8,377.00 

8.819,998.00 

175.288.00 

4.80 

1.30 

47.001.37 

—4.621.31 

-8,W 

46,802.47 

--4.620.71 

—8.07 

4.583.99 


•Soldiers  and  inability. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


85 


TABLE  X.-<kmtinued. 

Incbeabe  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gboss  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 

JAMESTOWN. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$1,486,570.00 

10,820.00 

.73 

S  1.491.645. 00 

5,075.00 

.34 

Sl.504.075.00 

12,430.00 

.83 

31.588.467.00 

84.392.00 

5.61 

$1,568,342.00 

—20.125.00 

—1.27 

$1,563,592.00 

—4,750.00 

—.30 

1,426,750.00 

88,250.00 

6.59 

1,458,950.00 

82,200.00 

2.26 

1,478,800.00 

19.850.00 

1.36 

1,539.507.00 

60.707.00 

4.10 

1.575.649.00 

36.143.00 

2.35 

1,624.325.00 

48.676.00 

3.09 

193,350.00 

9.700.00 

5.28 

205.675.00 

12,325.00 

6.38 

218.550.00 

12.875.00 

6.26 

252.045.00 

33,495.00 

15.33 

261,525.00 

9,480.00 

3.76 

266,700.00 

5,175.00 

1.98 

312,282.00 

—8.950.00 

—2.79 

365,620.00 

53.338.00 

17.08 

346.945.00 

—18,675.00 

-^.11 

347.880.00 

935.00 

.27 

337,315.00 

—10,565.00 

--3.04 

293.918.00 

—43,397.00 

—12.87 

3,418.952.00 

99,820.00 

3.01 

3.521,890.00 

102.938.00 

3.01 

3,548.370.00 

26.480.00 

.75 

3,727.899.00 

179.529.00 

5.06 

3.742.831.00 

14.932.00 

.40 

8.748.535.00 

5.704.00 

.15 

6.000.00 

6,000.00 

4.925.00 

5,500.00 

5,500.00 

6.500.00 

3.412,952.00 

99,820.00 

3.01 

3,515,890.00 

102.938.00 

3.02 

3.543.445.00 

27,555.00 

.78 

3,722,399.00 

178.954.00 

5.05 

3,737.331.00 

14.932.00 

.40 

3.742.035.00 

4.704.00 

.13 

1.10 

1.10 

1.10 

1.35 

1.65 

1.55 

85,422.49 

2,658.45 

8.11 

36,181.44 

758.95 

2.14 

36,603.45 

422.01 

1.16 

47.021.76 

10.418.31 

28.46 

57.540.26 

10.518.50 

22.37 

54.722.22 

—2.818.04 

-5.15 

35,356.49 

2,655.45 

8.12 

36.115.44 

758.95 

2.15 

36.549.28 

433.84 

1.20 

46.947.51 

10.398.23 

28.45 

57,449.51 

10,502.00 

22.37 

54.621.47 

—2.828.04 

—5.18 

4,095.54 

4.219.06 

5.315.16 

4.466.87 

4,484.79 

4.490.44 

JOHNSTON. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$1,316,030.00 

148,080.00 

12.67 

$1,334,671.00 

18,641.00 

1.42 

$1,421,790.00 

87.119.00 

6.52 

$1,586,535.00 

164.745.00 

11.59 

$1,595,130.00 

8,595.00 

.54 

$1,605,905.00 

10.775.00 

.67 

1.995,310.00 

219,785.00 

12.37 

2.041,435.00 

46.125.00 

2.31 

2,089.815.00 

48.380.00 

2.37 

2.472.355.00 

382.540.00 

18.30 

2,532,340.00 

59.985.00 

2.43 

2.671.785.00 

139.445.00 

5.51 

613,220.00 

35.820.00 

6.20 

586.650.00 

—26.570  00 

—4.33 

624.050.00 

37.400.00 

6.38 

865.350.00 

241,300.00 

38.67 

886,500.00 

21,150.00 

2.44 

864,960.00 

—21.540.00 

—2.43 

331,500.00 

24.000.00 

7.80 

652.900.00 

321.400.00 

96.95 

702.150.00 

49,250.00 

7.54 

756.170.00 

54,020.00 

7.69 

482,400.00 

—273,770.00 

—36.21 

487,050.00 

4,660.00 

.96 

4,256,060.00 

427,685.00 

11.17 

4.615,656.00 

359,596.00 

8.45 

4.837.805.00 

222.149.00 

4.81 

5,680.410.00 

842,605.00 

17.42 

5,496,370.00 

—184,040.00 

-^.24 

5,629,700.00 

133,330.00 

2.43 

5.660.00 

6.660.00 

4.660.00 

4.660.00 

4,540.00 

3,560.00 

4,250,400.00 

430,402.00 

11.27 

4.608,996.00 

358,596.00 

8.44 

4.833.145.00 

224,149.00 

4.87 

5.675.750.00 

842.605.00 

17.43 

5,491,830.00 

—183,920.00 

—3.24 

6,626.140.00 

134.310.00 

2.45 

1.50 

1.50 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

60,194.40 

13,193.03 

28.07 

62,052.95 

1,858.55 

3.09 

85,521.70 

23,468.75 

37.82 

101,509.48 

15.987.78 

18.69 

102,209.00 

699.52 

.69 

104.801.20 

2.692.20 

2.54 

60,109.50 

13,217.03 

28.19 

61.953.05 

1.843.55 

3.07 

85,428.50 

23,475.45 

37.89 

101.416.28 

15,987.78 

18.71 

102.118.20 

701.92 

.69 

104.730.00 

2.611.80 

2.56 

5,100.48 

5.530.79 

7,249.71 

6.810.90 

6.590.19 

6.751.36 
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TABLE  X.--Coiitiiiiied. 

iMCBKAfiB    OB   DbCBXASE    IN    LoCAL   VaU7ATION8,    Gb06B   TaX    AND    NST   TaX 
AflBESSED,  AND  AMOUNT  OP  StaTE  TaX,  BT  CiTIBS  AND  ToWNS,  191^-1922. 

USCOLS. 


1913. 


1914. 


I 


1915. 


1916. 


$1,002,925.00' 

889.00 

P^Cent .09; 

Improvemenu 3.532.970.00, 

Inercaae 125.750. OO' 

Percent 3.69J 

Tansible  Penonal 1.001.785.00. 

InercsBae 15.580.00 

Per  Cent 1.581 

Intaacible  Personal 160.100.00, 

Inercaae —9,100.00 

Percent -^5.38. 

Total  Valuation '  5.697.780.00 

Increase 133.119.00 

P«rCent '  2.39 

•Ezempftions 17.030.00 

Total  Amtand >  5.680.750.00 

Increaae 133.119.00 

Percent |  2.40; 

Local  Rate  per  $100 1.20 

Groaa  Tax 67.092.56; 

Increase '  —14.516. 16! 

Percent — 17.79| 

Net  Tax i  66.888. 20> 

Increaae    —14,465.07 

Per  Cent —17. 78 

State  Tax 5.052.77, 

I 


$1,017,075.00 
14.150.00 
1.41. 

3.573.370.00; 

40.400.00' 

1.14i 

1.012.015.00 
10.230.00' 
1.01. 

162.800.00 

2.700.00 

1.68' 

5,765.260.00! 
67.480.00 
1.18} 

16,030.  OOJ 

5.749.230.00, 
68.480.  OOt 
1.21 

1.20 

67,880.72 

788.16 

1.17 

67.688.36' 

800. 16| 

1.19: 

5.174.30 


$1,019,765.00) 

2.690.001 

.26i 

3.503.700.00 

20.330.00 

.56 

1.068,245.00 

56.230.00 

5.55 

158.100.00] 
--4,700.  OOi 

—2.88 

5.839.810.001 

74,550. 00| 

1.29 

13.230.00 

5.826.580.00 

77,350.00 

1.34 

1.25 

71.654.87 

3.774.15 

5.55 

71.489.49 

3.801.13 

5.61 

5,S43.92 


$1,020,640  00 

875.00 

.08 

3.606,916.00 

103,216  00 

2.87 

1.180.945.00 

121,700.00 

11.39 

153,600.00 

— 4.50D.0O 

—2.84 

6.061.101.00 

221,291.00 

3  78 

13.230.00 

6.047371.00 

221.291.00 

3.79 

1.25 

74.450  23 

2.804.36 

3.91 

74.283.85 

2304.36 

3.92 

7,257.44 


LITTLE  COMPTON. 


Inc 

Percent 

ImproTements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal. . 

Ineroaae 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Pwsonal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation .  . . 

Inoeaae 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total 


Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. 
Gross  Tkx 


Percent 
Net  Tax. 


Percent. 
SUteTax 


1913. 


1914. 


1- 

$524,917.00 
2,435.00- 
.47. 

677.775.00. 

9,350.00 

1.40. 

247,340.  Oo! 
—2,225.00, 

—.89' 

681315.00 

—39325.00, 

—5.461 

2,131.347.00 

—29.765.00 

—1.37 

1300.00 

2. 130. 147.  Ou 

—29,765.00 

—1.37 

.70 

12.875.48 
—90  33 

—.70 

12.867.50 

—00.33 

—.70 

1.931.61 


1915. 


$570,886.00 
45.969.00 

8.76; 

711.3Q0.OP' 

33.52i5.00 

4.95' 


257.835.00' 

10.495.00; 

4.24. 

615.815. 00> 

—65.500.001 

-9.611 

2.155336.001 

24,480.00 

1.15| 

200.00 

2.155.636.00 

25,489.00 

1.19 

.70 

13343.66 


18 
.86 


368 
2 

13342.26 
374.76 

2.91) 

1  .940.071 


$606,006.00 

37,120.00 

6.50 

734.855.00 

23.555.00 

3.31 

258,060.00 

245.00 

.09 

600345.00 

—6,470.00 

—1.05 

2310386.00 

54,450.00 

2.52 

aoo.oo 

2310.066.00 

54.450.00 

2.52 

.70 

13,643.96 

400.30 

3.02 

13.642.56 

400.30 

3.02 

1.989.08 


1916. 


$628,416.00 

20.410.00 

3.35 

767.070.00 
32315.00 

4.38 

254.855.00 

-^8325. 00 

—1-24 

635,670.00 

26325.00 

4.32 

2386,011.00 

75.725.00 

3.42 

200.00 

2,285311.00 

75,725  00 

3.42 

.70 

14,095.06 

451 . 10 

3.31 

14.093.66 

451 . 10 

3.31 

2.742.97 


*8oldBcn  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decreasb  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Nbt  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


LINCOLN. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$1,026,861.00 

6,221.00 

.61 

$1,035,736.00 

8.875.00 

.86 

$1,070,956.00 

35.220.00 

3.40 

$1,075,096.00 

4.140.00 

.39 

$1,093,046.00 

17.950.00 

1.67 

$1,124,984.00 

31.938.00 

2.92 

3,763,016.00 

66^100.00 

1.79 

3.911,266.00 

148,250.00 

3.94 

4.218.220.00 

306.954.00 

7.86 

4.431,800.00 

213.580.00 

5.06 

4.680.100.00 

248,300.00 

5.59 

4.863.015.00 

182.915.00 

3.91 

1,204.545.00 

14,600.00 

1.23 

1,247.895.00 

43.350.00 

3.60 

1.461.725.00 

213,830.00 

17.13 

1,564.325.00 

102.600.00 

7.02 

1,633.500.00 

09.175.00 

4.42 

1.740.200.00 

106.700.00 

6.53 

148,400.00 
— 5.200.00 

127.0CO.0O 

—21,400.00 

—14.42 

133.700.00 

6.700.00 

5.28 

149.300.00 

15.600.00 

11.67 

181.300.00 

32.000.00 

21.44 

161.900.00 

—19.400.00 

—10.71 

6,142.822.00 

81,721.00 

1.35 

6.321.897.00 

179.075.00 

2.92 

6.884.601.00 

562.704.00 

8.00 

7,220,521.00 
335.920.00 

4.88 

7.587.946.00 

367.425.00 

5.09 

7.880.099.00 

302,153.00 

3.98 

13,230.00 

10.230.00 

6.630.00 

5.930.00 

4.930.00 

4.030.00 

6.129,592.00 

81.721.00 

1  35 

6.311.667.00 

182.075.00 

2  07 

6.877.971.00 

566.304.00 

8  97 

7.214.591.00 

336.620.00 

4  89 

7.583.016.00 

368.425.00 

5.11 

7.886.069.00 

303.053.00 

4.00 

1.30 

1.40 

1.50 

1.90 

2.00 

2.00 

78,521.09 

4.061.86 

5.45 

87.236.55 

8.715.46 

11.10 

101,798.32 

14,561.77 

16.69 

134.950.42 

33.152.10 

32.57 

148.858.12 

13.907.70 

10.31 

155.211.58 

6,353.46 

4.27 

78,349.10 

4,055.25 

5.46 

87.093.33 

8.744.23 

11.16 

101,608.87 

14,605.54 

16.77 

134.837.75 

33.138.88 

32.58 

148.759.52 

13.921.77 

10.33 

155,130.98 

6.371.46 

4.28 

7,355.51 

7,574.00 

10.316.95 

8.657.50 

9.099.61 

9.463.28 

LITTLE  O 

OMPTON. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

8627,828.00 

-^3.00 

—.09 

$643,873.00 

16.050.00 

2.56 

$654,498.00 

10.625.00 

1.65 

$670,043.00 

15.545.00 

2.38 

$706,593.00 

36.550.00 

5.46 

$728,013.00 

21.420.00 

2.98 

810,050.00 

42,080.00 

5.60 

830.775.00 

20.725.00 

2.56 

873.400.00 

42,625.00 

5.13 

921.740.00 

48,340.00 

5.54 

1.081.215.00 

109,475.00 

11.87 

1,077.000.00 

45375.00 

4.45 

284355.00 

30.000.00 

11.77 

202.535.00 

7.680.00 

2.70 

301,885.00 

9,350.00 

3.19 

310.690.00 

8.805.00 

2.92 

340.600.00 

30,000.00 

9.66 

346,815.00 

6.125.00 

1.80 

752.970.00 

117.300.00 

18.45 

708.545.00 

^44,425.00 

—5.90 

719.395.00 

10.850.00 

1.53 

756.345.00 

36,950.00 

5.14 

826,950.00 

70.605.00 

9.34 

817,950.00 

—9.000.00 

—1.09 

2.475.698.00 

189.687.00 

8.30 

2.475.728.00 
30.00 
.0012 

2.549.178.00 

73.450.00 

2.97 

2.658.818.00 

109.640.00 

4.30 

2,905.448.00 

246.630.00 

9.27 

2.969,868.00 

64,420.00 

2.22 

200.00 

200.00 

200.00 

200.00 

200.00 

200.00 

2,475.498.00 

189.687.00 

8.30 

2.475,528.00 
30.00 
.0012 

2.548.978.00 

73.450.00 

2.97 

2.658,618.00 

109.640.00 

4.30 

2.905.248.00 

246,630.00 

9.27 

2,969.668.00 

64.420.00 

2.22 

.70 

.70 

.70 

.         .80 

1.00 

1.00 

15.071.28 

976.17 

6.93 

15.204.45 
133.22 

.88 

15.686.07 

481.62 

3.17 

18.245.17 

2.559.10 

16.32 

24.092.78 

5.847.61 

32.05 

24.790.98 

698.20 

2.90 

15,069.83 

976.17 

6.93 

15,203.05 
133.22 

.88 

15.684.67 

481.62 

3.17 

18,243.57 

2,558.90 

16.31 

24.090.78 

5.847.21 

32.05 

21.788.98 

698.20 

2.90 

2,970.59 

2.970.63 

3.823.46 

3,190.34 

3.486.29 

3.563.60 
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TABLE  X.-<}ontinued. 
Incsease  or  Decrease  m  Local  Valuationb,  Gaofis  Tax  and  Net  Tax 

AsSEBBBDf  AND  AMOUNT  OP  StaTE  TaX,  BT  CiTIES  AND  ToWNB,   1913-1022. 


MIDDLETOWN. 


Land 

Inoreaae 

PorCent 

Improvements 

Inoreaae 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Inorease 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Inorease 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Inorease 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Inorease 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

StoteTax 


1913. 


$1,483,055.00 

0.300.00 

.03 

1.207.000.00 

63.160.00 

5.11 

206.950.00 

3.500.00 

1.72 

488.000.00 

6.050.00 

1.26 

3,475.005.00 

82.000.00 

2.42 

100.800.00 

3.374.205.00 

82.100.00 

2.49 

.75 

24.354.54 

593.83 

2.50 

23.508.54 

594.58 

2.58 

2.999.84 


1914. 


$1,490,250.00 
7.195.00 

.48 

1.313.750.00 

10,750.00 

1.29 

205.500.00 

—1.450.00 

—.70 

484.500.00 

—3.500.00 

—.71 

3,494.000.00 

18.995.00 

.54 

100.500.00 

3.393.500.00 

19.295.00 

.57 

.75 

24.509.25 

154.71 

.63 

23.755.50 

156.96 

.66 

3.054.15 


1915. 


$1,497,550.00 

7.300.00 

.48 

1.334.500.00 

20.750.00 

1.57 

216.250.00 

10.750.00 

5.23 

509.300.00 

24.800.00 

5.11 

3.557.600.00 

63.600.00 

1.82 

101.000.00 

3.456.600.00 

63.100.00 

1.85 

.80 

26.423.60 

1.914.35 

7.80 

25.617.60 

1.862.10 

7.83 

3.110.94 


1916. 


$1,506,050.00 

8.500.00 

.56 

1.282.600.00 
—51.900.00 

—3.88 

216.300.00 

—950.00 

—.43 

491.500.00 

—17.800.00 

—3.49 

3.495.450.00 

—62.150.00 

—1.74 

500.00 

3.494.950.00 

38.350.00 

1.10 

.80 

26.997.60 

—426.00 

—1.61 

25.993.60 

376.00 

1.47 

4.193.94 


NARRAGAN8ETT. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Inorease 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal. . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

ToUl  Valuation . .  .  . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$2,056,955.00 

5.430.00 

.26 

1,486.775.00 

80.600.00 

5.73 

399.175.00 

6.460.00 

1.64 

290.825.00 

16.800.00 

6.13 

4.233.730.00 

109.290.00 

2.64 

47.000.00 

4.186.730.00 

70.290.00 

1.71 

1.50 

60.306.87 

1,454.62 

2.47 

59.601.94 

860.62 

1.48 

3.864.63 


1914. 


$2,055,150.00 

—1,805.00 

—.08 

1,524.675.00 

37.900.00 

2.54 

413.100.00 

13.925.00 

3.49 

312,095.00 

21.270.00 

7.31 

4,305.020.00 

71.290.00 

1.68 

4.5.400.00 

4.259.620.00 

72.890.00 

1.74 

1.50 

61.142.32 

835.45 

1.38 

60.461.32 

859.38 

1.44 

3.833.65 


1915 


$2,025,260.00 

—29.890.00 

—1.45 

1,570.126.00 

45.450.00 

2.98 

394.100.00 

—19.000.00 

--4.69 

226.962.00 

—86.138.00 

—27.60 

4.216.447.00 

—89.573.00 

—2.08 

45.400.00 

4.170.047.00 

—89.573.00 

—2.15 

1.50 

60.746.22 

—396.10 

—.64 

60.065.22 

—396.10 

—  .66 

3,763.04 


1916. 


$2,008,010.00 
—17,250.00 

—.85 

1,006.225.00 
36.100.00 

2.29 

390.075.00 

—4,025.00 
—1.02 

213,130.00 
—12,832.00 

-^.67 

4,217.440.00 

1,993.00 
.04 

4.600.00 

4,212.840.00 

42.793.00 

1.02 

1.50 

60,917.16 

170.04 

.28 

60,848.16 
782.94 

1.30 

5,055.40 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.-Ooiitinued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cttieb  and  towns,   1913-1922. 


MIDDLETOWN. 


1917. 


$1,560,325.00 

54.275.00 

3.60 

1.344.350.00 

61.750.00 

4.81 

232.850.00 

17.550.00 

8.15 

486.100.00 

--5,400.00 

—1.10 

3.623.625.00 

128,175.00 

3.67 

500.00 

3.623,125.00 

128,175.00 

3.67 

.80 

27.044.60 

1,047.00 

4.03 

27.040.60 

1.047.00 

4.03 

4,347.75 


1918. 


$1,621,225.00 

60.900.00 

3.90 

1.440.700.00 

96.350.00 

7.17 

291.875.00 

59.025.00 

25.35 

499.300.00 

13,200.00 

2.72 

3.853.100.00 

229,475.00 

6.33 


3.853.100.00 

229.975.00 

6.34 

.80 

28,827.60 

1.783.00 

6.50 

28.827.60 

1.787.00 

6.61 

4.623.72 


1919. 


$1,661,825.00 

40.600.00 

2.50 

1,507.600.00 

66.900.00 

4.64 

330,025.00 

38,150.00 

13.07 

527,400.00 

28.100.00 

5.63 

4.026.850.00 

173.750.00 

4.51 


4,026.850.00 

173.750.00 

4.51 

.80 

80.105.20 

1,277.60 

4.43 

30.105.20 

1.277.60 

4.43 

6.040.27 


1920. 


$1,699,475.00 

37.650.00 

2.27 

1,636,200.00 

128.600.00 

8.53 

357.800.00 

27.775.00 

8.42 

542.600.00 

15,200.00 

2.88 

4.236.075.00 

209.225.00 

5.20 


4.236,075.00 

209.225.00 

5.20 

1.20 

46,492.10 

16.386.90 

54.43 

46.492.10 

16.386.90 

54.43 

5.083.29 


1921. 


$1,737,050.00 

37.575.00 

2.21 

1.712.050.00 

75350.00 

4.64 

385.400.00 

27.600.00 

7.72 

557,100.00 

14.500.00 

2.68 

4.391,600.00 

155.525.00 

3.67 


4.391.600.00 

155.525.00 

3.67 

1.20 

48.242.40 

1,749.70 

3.76 

48.242.40 

1.749.70 

3.76 

5.269.92 


1922. 


$1,754,280.00 

17,230.00 

.99 

1.750.750.00 

38.700.00 

2.26 

407.850.00 

22.450.00 

5.83 

503,760.00 

-^53.350.00 

—9.58 

4.416.630.00 
25.030.00 

.57 


4,416.630.00 

25.030.00 

.57 

1.20 

48.969.56 

727.16 

1  51 

48,960.56 

727.16 

1.51 

5.299.95 


narragansett. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$2,002,024.00 

-^.986.00 

—.30 

$1,993,656.00 

—8.368.00 

—  .42 

$1,992,660.00 

—996.00 

—  .05 

$1,989,910.00 

—2.760.00 

—  .14 

$1,999,260.00 

9.350.00 

.47 

$2,013,635.00 

14,375.00 

.72 

1,092.650.00 

86.425.00 

5.38 

1.705.850.00 
13.200.00 

.78 

1.681.900.00 

—23.950.00 

—1.40 

1.091.476.00 

9.575.00 

.57 

1.703.975.00 

12.500.00 

.74 

1,718.460.00 

14,485.00 

.85 

406.600.00 

10,525.00 

4.24 

393.500.00 

—13.100.00 

—3.22 

403.750.00 

10,250.00 

2.60 

391,175.00 

—12.575.00 

—3.11 

371.225.00 

—19.950.00 

—5.10 

486,300.00 

65,075.00 

17.53 

207.830.00 

-^.300.00 

—2.49 

192.730.00 

—15,100.00 

—7.27 

204.230.00 

11.500.00 

5.97 

277.680.00 

73.450.00 

24.96 

265.980.00 

—11.700.00 

—4.21 

567,350.00 

SOl^'O.OO 

113.31 

4.309,104.00 

91.664.00 

2.17 

4,285.736.00 

—23,368.00 

—.54 

4.282.540.00 

—3,196.00 

—  .07 

4.350.240.00 

67.700.00 

1.58 

4,340.440.00 

—9.800.00 

—.22 

4,735,745.00 

395,305.00 

9.11 

4,600.00 

4,600.00 

4.600.00 

3.300.00 

3,300.00 

8.300.00 

4.304.604.00 

91.664.00 

2.18 

4.281.136.00 

—23.368.00 

—.54 

4,277.940.00 

—3.196.00 

—.07 

4,346.940.00 

69,000.00 

1.61 

4,337.140.00 

—9.800.00 

—  .22 

4,732.445.00 

395,305.00 

9.12 

1.50 

1.50 

1.75 

1.75 

1.75 

1.76 

62,350.53 

1,433.37 

2.35 

62.166.01 

—184.52 

—.30 

72.187.35 

10,021.34 

16.12 

72,380.51 

193.16 

.27 

72.366.97 

—13.54 

—.02 

75.216.31 

2.849.34 

3.94 

62,281.53 

1,433.37 

2.36 

62.007.01 

—184.52 

—.30 

72.106.85 

10.009.84 

16.11 

72,322.76 

215.91 

.30 

72,309.22 

—13.54 

—.02 

75.158.56 

2.849.34 

3.94 

5.165.40 

5.137.36 

6.416.91 

5.216.32 

5.204.56 

5.678.93 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Incbeasb  or  Decreasb  in  Local  Valuationb,  Gross  Tax  and  Net    Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,    1913-1922. 


NEWPORT. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvementa 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

♦Exemptions 

Total  Assessed .... 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

ate  Tax 


1913. 


$15,550,100.00 

—1,888.00 

—.01 

22.461.700.00 

131.188.00 

.59 

4,063,700.00 

14.000.00 

.35 

21,541,800.00 

9.764,300.00 

82.91 

63,617,800.00 

9.907.600.00 

18.45 

321.300.00 

63.296.000.00 

9,899.000.00 

18.54 

1.28 

624.733.60 

7.345.68 

1.19 

620.620.96 

7.485.76 

1.22 

52.525.94 


1914. 


$15.552300.00 

2.700.00 

.01 

23.185.600.00 

723,900.00 

3.22 

4,135,200.00 

71.500.00 

1.76 

19,838.900.00 

—1,702.900.00 

—7.90 

62.712,500.00 

—904,800.00 

—1.42 

321,700.00 

62.390300.00 

—905.200.00 

—1.43 

1.38 

671.011.28 

46,277.68 
7.40 

666,571 .82 

45,950.86 

7.40 

56,151.72 


1915. 


$15,502,600.00 

—50,200.00 

—  .32 

23.668,700.00 

483.100.00 

2.08 

4.347.600.00 

212.400.00 

5.13 

21.713.300.00 

1374,400.00 

9.44 

65,232,200.00 

2,519.700.00 

4.01 

310.700.00 

64.921.500.00 

2.530.700.00 

4.05 

1.56 

765.748.04 

94.736.76 

14.11 

760.901 .  12 

94.329.30 

14.15 

58.429.35 


1916. 


$15,488,440.00 

— 14.160. OO 

—.09 

23.713.460.00 

44.760.00 

.18 

4.505.000.00 

157.400.00 

3.62 

22.325,200.00 

611,000.00 

2.81 

66.032,100.00 

799.900.00 

1.22 

39,300.00 

65,992300.00 

1.071,300.00 

1.65 

1.60 

788.611.20 

22363.16 

2.98 

787,982.40 

27.081.28 

3.55 

79.191.36 


NEW  8HOREHAM. 


1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

Land 

$429,050.00 

12.050.00 

2.89 

367.600.00 

8.000.00 

2.22 

127.600.00 

5.500.00 

4.50 

64.900.00 

15.200.00 

30.58 

989.150.00 

40.750.00 

4.30 

4.200.00 

984.950.00 

40.750.00 

4.32 

1.50 

14.123.35 

444.05 

3.25 

14,060.35 

444.05 

3.26 

868.12 

$433,300.00 

4.250.00 

.99 

367.900.00 

300.00 

.08 

124,200.00 

—3,400.00 

—2.66 

122,300.00 

57,400.00 

88.44 

1,047,700.00 

58.550.00 

5.90 

4,200.00 

1,043,500.00 

58,550.00 

5.94 

1.50 

14.370.20 

246.85 

1.74 

14,307.20 

246.85 

1.76 

939.15 

$419,300.00 

—14,000.00 

—3.23 

372.200.00 

4.300.00 

1.16 

127.600.00 

3.400.00 

2.73 

116,900.00 

—5,400.00 

—4.41 

1,036.000.00 

—11.700.00 

—1.11 

4,200.00 

1.031.800.00 

—11.700.00 

—1.12 

1.50 

14.253.60 

—116.60 

—.80 

14.190.60 

—116.60 

—.81 

928.62 

$420,600.00 

Increase 

1.300.00 

Per  Cent 

.31 

Improvements 

309.300.00 

Increase 

—2300.00 

Per  Cent 

^-.78 

Tangible  Personal 

139.160.00 

Increase ........ 

11,550.00 

Per  Cent 

9.05 

Intangible  Personal 

176.500.00 

Increue 

50,600.00 

Per  Cent 

50.98 

Total  Valuation 

1.105,650.00 

Increase 

69,550.00 

Per  Cent 

6.71 

♦Exemptions.  .  ,  .  ,  .      .    .  . 

4.200.0O 

Total  AiHvnmffd 

1,101.360.00 

In^rfMSe 

69,550.00 

Per  Cent 

6.74 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

1.50 

Gross  Tax 

14.641.75 

Increase 

388.15 

Per  Cent 

2.72 

Net  Tax 

14.578.75 

Increase 

388.15 

Per  Cent 

2.73 

State  Tax 

1321.82 

♦Soldiers  and  iniU>ility. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Dbcbbasb  in  Local  Valuations,  Gboss  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amottnt  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns.  1913-1922. 


NEWPORT. 


1917. 


115.508.581.00 

20.141.00 

.13 

24.396.357.00 

682.897.00 

2.88 

4.606362.00 

100.862.00 

2.24 

23,459.200.00 

1,134.000.00 

5.08 

67.970.000.00 

1,937.900.00 

2.93 

40.500.00 

67.029.500.00 

1.936.700.00 

2.93 

1.60 

806.009.60 

*        17.398.40 

2.21 

806.361.60 

17.379.20 

2.21 

81.515.40 


1918. 


$17,289,300.00 

1,780,719.00 

11.48 

24.903.200.00 

506.843.00 

2.08 

5.358.800.00 

752,938.00 

16.35 

23.860.400.00 

401.200.00 

1.71 

71,411,700.00 

3.441,700.00 

5.06 

36,800.00 

71.374.900.00 

3.445,400.00 

5.07 

1.60 

856.262.40 

50.252.80 

6.23 

855.673.60 

50.312.00 

6.25 

8.'i.649.88 


1919. 


619.341,663.00 

2,052.363.00 

11.87 

26,344,665.00 

1,441,465.00 

5.79 

6.225,272.00 

866,472.00 

16.17 

32,130,300.00 

8.269,900.00 

34.66 

84.041.900.00 

12,630.200.00 

17.69 

35.000.00 

84.006.900.00 

12.632,000.00 

17.70 

1.77 

1,047.356.52 

191,004.12 

22.31 

1.046.737.02 

191.063.42 

22.33 

126.010.35 


1920. 


$19,374363.00 

33.200.00 

.17 

20.822.665.00 

478,000.00 

1.81 

6,300.872.00 

75.600.00 

1.21 

28.015,600.00 

—4,114,700.00 

—12.81 

80.514.000.00 

—3.627,900.00 

—4.20 

33.000.00 

80,481,000.00 

3.525.900.00 

—4.20 

1.90 

1,109,532.00 

62,175.48 

5.94 

1,108,905.00 

62,167.98 

5.94 

96.577.20 


1921. 


$19,440,873.00 

66,010.00 

.34 

27.825,425.00 

1,002.760.00 

3.74 

7.264.852.00 

963.980.00 

15.30 

26.040,300.00 

—1,975.300.00 

—7.05 

80,571.450.00 

57,450.00 

.07 

31.000.00 

80.540.450.00 

59,450.000 

.07 

2.00 

1.194,784.20 

85.252.20 

7.68 

1,194,180.20 

85.275.20 

7.69 

96,648.54 


1922. 


$19,365,298.00 

—75,575.00 

—.39 

28,245.900.00 

420.475.00 

1.51 

7.231,502.00 

—33,350.00 

—.46 

28.109,900.00 

2,069.600.00 

7.95 

82.952.600.00 

2.381,150.00 

2.96 

29.000.00 

82,923,600.00 

2,383,150.00 

2.96 

2.00 

1,209,293.60 

14,509.40 

1.22 

1308,713.60 

14,533.40 

1.22 

99,506.82 


NEW  8H0REHAM. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$419,750.00 

— ^50.00 

—.20 

$421,025.00 

2.175.00 

52 

$419,625.00 

—2.300.00 

—.54 

$417,950.00 

—1.675.00 

—.40 

$419,125.00 

1.175.00 

.28 

$404,075.00 

—15,050.00 

—3.59 

373,950.00 

4,650.00 

1.26 

370.300.00 

—3.650.00 

—  .98 

376,800.00 

6.500.00 

1.76 

372.300.00 

—4,500.00 

—1.20 

364.350.00 

—7,950.00 

—2.14 

364.250.00 

—100.00 

—.03 

153.450.00 

14.300.00 

10.28 

160.700.00 

—2.760.00 

—1.79 

153.250.00 

2,550.00 

1.70 

142.200.00 

—11.050.00 

—7.21 

148,550.00 

6.350.00 

4.47 

161,850.00 

13.300.00 

8.96 

124300.00 

-^,300.00 

—29.63 

89.000.00 

—35.200.00 

—28.34 

106.300.00 

17.300.00 

19.44 

108.200.00 

1.900.00 

1.79 

99.800.00 

—8.400.00 

—7.77 

93.400.00 

—6,400.00 

—6.42 

1,071.350.00 

--34300.00 

—3.09 

1.031.925.00 

—39.425.00 

—3.68 

1.055,975.00 

24.050.00 

2.33 

1.040.650.00 

—15,325.00 

—1.45 

1.031,825.00 

—8.825.00 

—.85 

1,023.575.00 

—8,250.00 

—.80 

4300.00 

4,500.00 

4.500.00 

4.900.00 

4.100.00 

3.500.00 

1,067,150.00 

--34300.00 

—3.11 

1.027.425.00 

—39.725.00 

—3.72 

l,a'S1.475.00 

24.050.00 

2.34 

1,035,750.00 

—15.725.00 

—  1.50 

1,027,725.00 

—8,025.00 

—78 

1,020,075.00 
—7.650.00 

—.74 

1.50 

2.00 

1.50 

1.75 

2.50 

2.50 

14,704.05 

62.30 

.43 

19.214.50 

4.510.45 

30.67 

14,670.33 

—4,544.17 

—23.65 

16.750.67 

2,080.34 

14.18 

23,699.83 

6,949.16 

41.49 

23.627.97 

—71.86 

—.30 

14,641.05 

62.30 

.43 

19.124.50 

4,483.45 

30.62 

14,602.83 

—4.621.67 

—23.64 

16.664.92 

2,062.09 

14.12 

23.597.33 

6,932.41 

41.60 

23.540.47 

—56.86 

—.24 

1380.58 

1,232.91 

1,577.21 

1.242.90 

1.233.27 

1.224.09 
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TABLE  X.-0>atinaed. 

Incbeasb  or  DECRBAas  IN  Local  Valuahonb^  GBoas  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Ahbmhbp,  AMD  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Ctiibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


NORTH  KINGSTOWN. 


In< 

Per  Cent 

ImproTemenU 

lacreeee 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Inereaee 

Per  Cent 

Intancible  Peraonal. 

Inereaae 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Incraaae 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Inorease 

Per  Cent 

Loeal  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Inorease 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Inorease 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


«M1.16ft.OO 

18.380.00 

1.99 

2.600.475.00 

46,025.00 

1.80 

565.365.00 

—66.340.00 

—10.50 

736.025.00 

—152,000.00 

—17.11 

4343.030.00 

—153.935.00 

—3.08 

32.200.00 

4310,830.00 

—151.235.00 

—3.05 

.90 

39.907.13 

1.427.90 

3.71 

39.622.53 

1.430.05 

3.74 

4,427.99 


1914. 


t958.3t0.00 

12.145.00 

1.29 

2.660,235.00 

59.760.00 

2.29 

563.085.00 

—2.280.00 

—.40 

676.775.00 

—59.250.00 

—8.30 

4353.405.00 

10.375.00 

.21 

31.250.00 

4.822,155.00 

11.325.00 

.23 

1.00 

44.473.40 

4.566.27 

11.44 

44.106.90 

4.544.37 

11.47 

4.339.94 


1915. 


8962310.00 

9.000  00 

.94 

2.712310.00 

52.075.00 

1.95 

570.225.00 

7.140.00 

1.26 

669350.00 

—6.925.00 

—1.02 

4.914.695.00 

61.290.00 

1.26 

31.400.00 

4.883395.00 

61,140.00 

1.26 

1.00 

45.127.85 

654.45 

1.47 

44.824.05 

657.15 

1.48 

4,394.97 


1916. 


1866360.00 

4350.00 

.44 

2.7S7.4SO.00 

45.140.00 

1.66 

681.950.00 

11.725.00 

2.05 

638,650.00 

—81300.00 
—4.65 

4.944310.00 

29.915.00 

.00 

28300.00 

4.915310.00 
32315.00 

.66 

1.00 

45.614.20 
486.35* 
1.07 

45330.40 

506.35 

1.13 

5398.97 


NORTH  PROVIDENCE. 


Land 

In 

Percent 

Inq^rorements 

Inereaae 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal. . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Inoreaae 

Percent 

Total  Valuation... 

Increase 

Percent 

*ExemptionB 

Total  Assessed 

Inorease 

Percent 

Looal  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Inorease 

Percent 

StoteTax 


1913. 


$1,251,255 

31.525 

2 

2.570.125 
106.905 

4 

1.290.200 

25.350 

2 

130,700 
—13.400 

5.242.280 

150.380 

2 

2,037.000 

3.205.280 

153.680 

5 

1 

61,861 

1.911 

3 

87.417 

1.949 

5 

2320 


.00 
.00 

.58 

.00 
.00 
.34 

.00 
.00 
.00 

.00 
.00 
.30 

.00 
.00 
.95 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.04 

.20 

.76 
.76 
.19 

.76 
.76 
.50 

.24 


1914. 


$1,249,185.00 

—2.070.00 

—.16 

2.576.055.00 

6.930.00 

.23 

1.001.950.00 

—285.250.00 

—22.10 

117.100.00 

—13.600.00 

—10.40 

4.947.290.00 

—294.990.00 

—6.62 

39.700.00 

4.907,590.00 

1.702.310.00 

53.10 

1.20 

58.430.68 

—3,431.08 

—5.55 

57.954.28 
20.536.52 

54.88 

4.416.83 


1915. 


1916. 


$1.275340.00 

26.055.00 

2.08 

2.652,950.00 

76.895.00 

2.98 

1.045,150.00 

40.200.00 

4.00 

107,400.00 

—9.700.00 

—8.28 

5,080.740.00 

138.450.00 

2.69 

41.100.00 

5.039.640.00 

132,050.00 

2.69 

1.20 

60,109.68 

1.679.00 

2.87 

59.616.48 

1.662.20 

2.86 

4,535.68 


$1,294,000.00 

18.760.00 

1.47 

2,692.400.00 

89,460.00 

1.45 

1,098.950.00 

53,800.00 

5.14 

98.500.00 

—8.900.00 

—8.28 

5.188.850.00 

108,110.00 

2.02 

10.000.00 

5.173350.00 

134310.00 

2.66 

1.20 

61,418.20 

1.308.52 

2.17 

61,298.20 

1.681.72 

2.82 

6.208.62 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Ikcbxasb  or  Dbcbbasb  in  Local  VALUATioNSy  Qboss  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Abbbbsed,  and  Amount  of  Statb  Tax,  bt  Grnss  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


NORTH  KINGSTOWN. 


1017. 


$080,730.00 

14.170.00 

1.47 

2,792,076.00 

34.626.00 

1.26 

646.026.00 

63.076.00 

10.00 

682.000.00 

43.360.00 

6.70 

5,100.730.00 

166.120.00 

3.16 

20.650.00 

5,074,080.00 

158,270.00 

3.22 

1.10 

51,334.02 

5,710.82 

12.54 

51,046.77 

6,716.37 

12.61 

6,088.80 


1018. 


$1,002,240.00 

21.510.00 

2.10 

2.820.850.00 

28.775.00 

1.03 

572.126.00 

—73.800.00 

—11.43 

884.350.00 

202.360.00 

20.07 

5.270.505.00 

178.835.00 

3.61 

27.650.00 

6.251.015.00 

177.835.00 

3.50 

1.30 

00.675.10 

0.341.17 

18.201 

00.331.04 

0,286.27 

18.10 

0.302.20 


1010. 


$1,014,540.00 

12.300.00 

1.23 

2.866.310.00 

44.400.00 

1.58 

590.355.00 

18.230.00 

3.10 

877,125.00 

—7.225.00 

—  .82 

5.347.330.00 

07.705.00 

1.28 

20.250.00 

6,321.080.00 

00,165.00 

1.32 

1.40 

00.001.37 

5.416.18 

8.03 

65.740.87 

5,400.83 

8.07 

7,081.62 


1020. 


$1,031,410.00 

16.870.00 

1.66 

2.017.200.00 

61.050.00 

1.81 

017.250.00 

20,805.00 

4.50 

753.676.00 

—123.450.00 

—14.07 

5.310.605.00 

—27,735.00 

—.62 

23,050.00 

6,206,045.00 

—26,435.00 

—.48 

1.80 

86,201.20 

10,100.80 

28.01 

84,770.00 
10,080.00 

28.001 

0,364.77 


1021. 


$1,046,000.00 

13.500.00 

1.32 

2.038.415.00 

21.156.00 

.72 

762.176.00 

134.025.00 

21.86 

760.475.00 
5,800.00 

.77 

5,405,065.00 

176,470.00 

3.30 

23,460.00 

6,471.015.00 

176.070.00 

3.32 

1.00 

08.014.11 

7.812.86 

0.17 

02.680.60 

7300.66 

0.22 

0.605.03 


1022. 


$1,102,485.00 

r.  57.485.00 
5.50 

3.021.775700 

83.360.00 

2.84 

805.175.00 

53.000.00 

7.05 

740,025,00 

—12,560.00 

—1.65 

5.670.300.00 

181.206.00 

3.30 

214»60.00 

6.664.410.00 

182.706.00 

8.34 

1.80 

01.717.53 

—1.206.68 

—1.41 

01332.23 

—1364.38 

—1.37 

0,786.20 


NORTH  PROVIDENCE. 


1017. 

1018. 

1010. 

1020. 

1021. 

1022. 

$1375,400.00 

81,400.00 

0.20 

$1,384,006.00 

0,445.00 

.00 

$1,400,540.00 

24,635.00 

1.78 

$1,448,715.00 
30.175.00 

2.78 

$1,482,635.00 

33,820.00 

2.34 

$1.480316.00 

—2320.00 

—.16 

2,700.026.00 

08.525.00 

2.56 

2,820325.00 

60,400.00 

2.15 

2,808,875.00 

78,650.00 

2.70 

2.077.026.00 

78.760.00 

2.72 

3,640370.00 

672,245.00 

22.58 

8311.176.00 

161.306.00 

4.42 

1.112.060.00 

13.700.00 

1.26 

1,168300.00 

46,160.00 

4.15 

1,260,050.00 

02.150.00 

7.05 

1.340.660.00 

80,000.00 

7.10 

1,486.660.00 

06.000.00 

7.17 

1.444.800.00 

8360.(N> 

.67 

84,600.00 

—14.000.00 

—14.22 

01,000.00 

6.600.00 

7.00 

104.000.00 

13.000.00 

15.28 

100,600.00 

—4,400.00 

—4.20 

02.000.00 

—7.000.00 

—7.57 

66,000.00 

—27,000.00 

—80.04 

5.333,536.00 

140,086.00 

2.88 

5,455.080.00 

121,405.00 

2.28 

5.664,266.00 

200.235.00 

3.84 

5,867,800.00 

203,126.00 

3.50 

6.661.866.00 

704,465.00 

13.54 

6301390.00 

189,436.00 

2.09 

8,000.00 

7.300.00 

0.000.00 

8.300.00 

8,300.00 

7300.00 

5325.636.00 

161.685.00 

2.03 

5.447.730.00 

122.106.00 

2.20 

6.656.206.00 

207.585.00 

3.81 

5.850.000.00 

203.825.00 

3.60 

6.068.665.00 

704.465.00 

13.56 

6.793,990.00 

140,436.00 

2.11 

1.20 

1.20 

1.40 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

03.320.42 

1.006.22 

3.10 

64.732.36 

1.406.04 

2.22 

78350.71 

13.518.35 

20.88 

86.006.35 

8.654.64 

11.06 

08.006.03 

12,000.68 

13.81 

101.304.34 

2.398.41 

2.42 

08,230.42 

1.032.22 

3.16 

64.644.76 

1,414.34 

2.24 

78.124.71 

13.470.05 

20.86 

86.780.86 

8.666.14 

11.08 

08,781.43 

12,000.58 

13.83 

101.194.84 

2,418.41 

2.44 

6,300.04 

6,587.27 

8.482.80 

7,030.00 

7.084.26 

8.152.78 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valxtations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  CmBS  and  Towns,  191^1922. 


NORTH  8MITHFIELD. 


Land 

Increaae 

Per  Cent 

Improvementa 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal .  . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

QrossTaz 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$375,040.00 

2.415.00 

.65 

1.500.280.00 

21.750.00 

1.47 

949.222.00 

—15.983.00 

—1.66 

42,290.00 

14,585.00 

52.64 

2.866332.00 

22.767.00 

.80 

167.380.00 

2.699.452.00 

538.127.00 

24.90 

1.00 

28.414.58 

140.16 

.50 

28.740.78 

5.293.76 

24.68 

2.187.35 


1914. 


$377,640.00 

2.600:00 

.69 

1.506.980.00 

6.700.00 

.45 

929.262.00 

—19.960.00 

—2.10 

63.980.00 

21.690.00 

51.28 

2.877.862.00 

11.030.00 

.  38 

167.880.00 

2,709.982.00 

10.530.00 

.39 

1.00 

28.394.74 

—19.84 

—.07 

26.715.94 

—24.84 

—.09 

2.438.98 


1915. 


$427,800.00 

50.160.00 

13.28 

1.583.550.00 

76.570.00 

5.08 

814,487.00 

—114.775.00 

—12.35 

50.970.00 

—13.010.00 

—20.33 

2.876.807.00 

—1.055.00 

—.03 

168.130.00 

2.708.677.00 

—1.305.00 

—.04 

1.20 

34.113.92 

5.719.18 

20.14 

32.099.56 

5.383.62 

20.14 

2.437.81 


1916. 


$382,485.00 

—45.315.00 
—10.59 

1.506.675.00 

—74375.00 

—#.72 

871355.00 

67,468.00 
7.05 

52.795.00 

1,825.00 

3.&8 

2,815310  00 

—60.807.00 

—2.11 

5.500.00 

2,810.410.00 

101.783  00 

3.75 

1.20 

33.368.56 

—745  36 

—2.18 

33.302.56 

1,203.00 

3.75 

3,372.49 


PAWTUCKET. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improyements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed .... 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase  

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$14,970,880.00 

324.740.00 

2.22 

28.124.240.00 

1.157,120.00 

4.29 

8,350,720.00 

218.600.00 

2.69 

2.405.570.00 

—164325.00 

—6.42 

53.851.410.00 

1,535.535.00 

2.94 

110,340.00 

53,741.070.00 

1,542,715.00 

2  96 

1.65 

858,478.64 

27.397.89 

3.30 

856,658.03 

27.516.36 

3.32 

47,672.74 


1914. 


$15,273,880.00 

303.000.00 

2.02 

29.543.980.00 

1.419.740.00 

5.04 

8.318.640.00 

—32.080.00 

—.38 

2.449.413.00 

43.843.00 

1.82 

55,585.913.00 

1.734.503.00 

3.22 

110.480.00 

55.475.433.00 

1.734.363.00 

3.24 

1.65 

886.549.90 

28.071.26 

3.26 

884.726.98 

28.068.95 

3.27 

49,927.89 


1915. 


$15,158,260.00 

—115.620  00 

—  .75 

30,698.170.00 

1.154,190.00 

3.90 

8,637.540.00 

218,900.00 

2  63 

2.318.626.00 

—130,787.00 

—5.33 

56.712.506.00 

1.126.683.00 

2.02 

120.370.00 

56.502.226.00 

1.116.793.00 

2.01 

1.65 

906.775.00 

20.225.10 

2.28 

904,788.90 

20.061.92 

2.26 

50.933.001 

I 


1916. 


$15,791,580.00 

633.320.00 

4.17 

32.567.980.00 

1,869.810.00 

6.09 

10.015.460.00 

1,477,920.00 

17.31 

2.285.546.00 

—83.080.00 

—1.42 

60.660.566.00 

3.947.970.00 

6.96 

119.620.00 

60.540.946.00 

3.948,720.00 

6.97 

1.65 

972.330.01 

65.555.01 

7.22 

970.336.28 

65.547.38 

7.24 

72.649-13 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Incrbasb  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Citibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


NORTH  SMITHFIELD. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

S300.325.00 

7.840.00 

2.05 

$400,445.00 

10,120.00 

2.59 

$423,480.00 

23.035.00 

5.76 

$443,560.00 
20,080.00 

4.74 

$457,110.00 

13.550.00 

3.06 

$471,730.00 

14.620.00 

3.20 

1.582.875.00 

74.200.00 

4.91 

1.616,760.00 

33,375.00 

2.14 

1,712,700.00 

95,960.00 

5.93 

1,879,345.00 

166,645.00 

9.73 

1,918.945.00 

39,600.00 

2.11 

2.009.445.00 

90.500.00 

4.72 

1.071.235.00 

199.280.00 

22.86 

1,130.885.00 

59.650.00 

5.57 

1,113,475.00 

—17.410.00 

—1.54 

1,155,455.00 

41.980.00 

3.77 

1.120,105.00 

—35.350.00 

--3. 06 

1,131,335.00 

11.230.00 

1.00 

47.730.00 

^5,065.00 

—9.59 

49.055.00 

1.325.00 

2.78 

211.560.00 

182.505.00 

331.27 

254.660.00 

43.100.00 

20.37 

237,980.00 

—16,680.00 

—6.65 

138,605.00 

—99,375.00 

—41.76 

3.002.165.00 

276.255.00 

9.81 

3.197.135.00 

104.970.00 

3.40 

3.461.215.00 

264,080.00 

8.26 

3.733.020.00 

271.805.00 

7.85 

3.734.140.00 

1.120.00 

.03 

3.751.116.00 

16.975.00 

.45 

5,500.00 

4.600.00 

4.500.00 

4.500.00 

4,160.00 

4.600.00 

3.086.665.00 

276.255.00 

9.82 

3.192.635.00 

105.970.00 

3.43 

3,456,716.00 

264.080.00 

8.27 

3.728.620.00 

271.805.00 

7.87 

3.729.980.00 

1.460.00 

.04 

3.746,615.00 

16.635.00 

.45 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

1.50 

1.60 

2.00 

36.724.14 

3.355.58 

10.05 

37.973.18 

1.249.04 

3.40 

39.842.10 

1,868.92 

4.92 

53.194.04 

13.351.94 

33.51 

53.394.32 

200.28 

.38 

72.804.62 

19,410.30 

36.35 

36.661.34 

3358.78 

10.08 

37.919.18 

1.257.84 

3.43 

39,791.30 

1,872.12 

4.93 

53.126.54 

13.335.24 

33.51 

53,331.92 

206.38 

.39 

72.714.62 

19.382.70 

36.84 

3.703.99 

3.831 .  16 

5,185.07 

4,474.22 

4.475.97 

4.495.93 

PAWTUCKET. 


1917. 


$15,570,790.00 

—230.790.00 

—1.40 

35.136,870.00 

2,568.890.00 

7.89 

13.853.960.00 

3338.500.00 

38.32 

2.628.513.00 

342,967.00 

15.01 

67490.133.00 

6.520.567.00 

10.76 

143.680.00 

67.046,453.00 

6.505,507.00 

10.75 

1.76 

1.140.342.40 

168.012.39 

17.28 

1.137.828.00 

167,491.72 

17.26 

80.455.74 


1918. 


$16,637,800.00 

1.067.010.00 

6.85 

35.380,020.00 

243.150.00 

.69 

17,737.380.00 

3.883,420.00 

28.03 

2.653,773.00 

25.260.00 

.96 

72,408,973.00 
5,218,840.00 

7.77 

82,240.00 

72,326.733.00 

5.280,280.00 

7.88 

1.76 

1.231,331.09 

90,988.69 

7.98 

1,229,891.89 

92,063.89 

8.09 

86,792.07 


1019. 


$16,198,630.00 

—439,170.00 

—2.64 

37.048,540.00 

1,668.520.00 

4.72 

20.361.400.00 

2,614,020.00 

14.74 

2,585,123.00 

—68,650.00 

—2.59 

76,183,693.00 

3,774,720.00 

5.21 

126,430.00 

76,057.263.00 

3,730,530.00 

5.16 

2.00 

1,482,311.89 

250,980.80 

20.38 

1,479.783.29 

249.891.40 

20.32 

114,085.89 


1920. 


$16,709,012.00 

510.382.00 

3.15 

44.308,748.00 

7.260,208.00 

19.60 

31.118.220.00 

10.766.820.00 

62.90 

37,091,233.00 

34,606,110.00 

1,334.80 

129,227,213.00 

53.043,520.00 

69.62 

101.040.00 

129.126.173.00 

53,068,910.00 

69.77 

2.00 

1,991,084.63 

608,772.64 

34.32 

1.989.063.73 

609.280.44 

34.41 

154,951.40 


1921. 


1922. 


$17,767,944.00 

1,058.932.00 

6.33 

46.046,236.00 

1.737.488.00 

3.92 

35.184,420.00 

4,066,200.00 

13.07 

13,721,423.00 

—23,369,810.00 

—63.00 

112,720.023.00 

—16,607,190.00 

—12.77 

102,920.00 

112.617.103.00 
—16,509,070.00 
—12.80 

2.00 

2,034.857.69 

43,773.16 

2.19 

2,032,709.29 

43,735.56 

2.20 

135.140.62 


$17,164,430.00 

—603,514.00 

—3.40 

48,164,990.00 

2,118,754.00 

4.60 

35,759.980.00 

575.560.00 

1.64 

18.840.070.00 

5.118,647.00 

37.31 

119,929.470.00 

7.209.447.00 

6.40 

79.380.00 

119.850.090.00 

7,232.987.00 

6.42 

2.00 

2.097.148.28 

62,290.59 

3.06 

2,095,560.68 

62,761.39 

3.90 

143.820.10 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations^  Gross  Tax  and  Net   Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cirncs  and  Towns,  1913-1022. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

Land 

81,627,925.00 

6,050.00 

.37 

1,361.500.00 

45,275.00 

8.44 

327,900.00 

52.400.00 

19.02 

669.000.00 

—59.600.00 

— «.18 

3.986.325.00 

44.125.00 

1.12 

3.000.00 

3.983,325.00 

44,125.00 

1.12 

.60 

22,579.95 

383.95 

1.73 

22,561.95 

383.95 

1.73 

3.567.84 

81,684,150.00 

6,225.00 

.38 

1,388,900.00 

22,400.00 

1.64 

282.100.00 

—45,800.00 

—13.97 

699,200.00 

30,200.00 

4.51 

3,999,350.00 

13.025.00 

.32 

3,075.00 

3,996,275.00 

12,950.00 

.32 

.60 

22,597.70 

17.75 

.07 

22.579.25 

17.80 

.07 

3,596.64 

$1,635,800.00 

1,650.00 

.10 

1,381,550.00 

—2,350.00 

—.16 

280,400.00 

—1,700.00 

—.60 

680,900.00 

—9,800.00 

-1.33 

8.987,650.00 

—11,700.00 

—.29 

4.175.00 

3.088,475.00 
—12,800.00 

—  .32 

.60 

22,546.10 

—51.60 

—.22 

22,521.05 
—58.30 

—  .25 

3,585.13 

$1,687  JKXl.  00 

Inoreaae 

2,100.00 

Per  Cent 

.12 

Improvements 

1.404350.00 

Inrmwff 

23,300.00 

Per  Cent 

1.68 

Tangible  Personal 

234,200.00 

Increase 

—46.200.00 

Per  Cent 

—16.47 

Intangible  Personal 

747,700.00 

Inerease 

57,800.00 

Per  Cent 

8.37 

Total  Valuation 

4.024,650.00 

Increasfr 

37^)00.00 

Per  Cent 

.92 

^Exemptions 

4,175.00 

Total  Assessed 

4.020.475.00 

Increase 

37.000.00 

Per  Cent 

.93 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

.60 

Gross  Tax 

22.652.50 

Inerease .  .    .    . . 

106.40 

Per  Cent 

.47 

Net  Tax 

22.621.45 

Inerease 

100.40 

Per  Cent 

.44 

State  Tax 

4.825.77 

PROVIDENCE. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal. 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Inerease 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$95,907,120.00 

4,193,540.00 

.     4.57 

112,320.460.00 

5,070,520.00 

4.73 

56,768,420.00 

4,644,620.00 

8.91 

68,690,980.00 

7,322,060.00 

11.93 

333,686,980.00 

21,230,740.00 

6.79 

191,360.00 

333,495.620.00 

21,242.040.00 

6.86 

1.65 

4,647,197.92 

255,437.57 

5.82 

4.644.063.73 

255,647.27 

5.83 

291,525.11 


1914. 


$96,456,840.00 

549.720.00 

.57 

115.781.700.00 

3.461,240.00 

3.08 

55,142,320.00 

—1,626.100.00 

—2.86 

76,812,420.00 

8,121,440.00 

11.82 

344.193,280.00 

10,506,300.00 

3.14 

181,520.00 

344,011,760.00 

10,516,140.00 

3.15 

1.65 

4,719,038.87 

71,835.95 

154 

4,716,106.79 

72,043.06 

1.55 

309.610.58 


1915. 


$97,089,800.00 

583,050.00 

.60 

119,263,250.00 

3,481.550.00 

3.00 

55,411,420.00 

260,100.00 

.48 

77,607,480.00 

795,060.00 

1.03 

349,322,040.00 

5.128.760.00 

1.49 

201.140.00 

349,120,900.00 

5,109,140.00 

1.48 

1.75 

5.065,484.72 

346.400.85 

7.34 

5,062,008.46 

345,901.67 

7.38 

314,208.81 


1916. 


$07,688,490.00 
648,600.00 
.66 

122,304,370.00 

3,041.120.00 

2.54 

50,172,580.00 
8,761,160.00 

6.78 

84.122.640.00 

6.515.160.00 

8.39 

363.288.060.00 

13,966,040.00 

3.99 

141.800.00 

363.146,280.00 

14,025,380.00 

4.01 

1.75 

5,221,885.75 

156,451.03 

3.08 

5,219,452.86 

157,444.40 

3.11 

435,n5.58 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 
Increase  or  Decrease   in   Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax*  and  Net  Tax 

AsSEflSED,  AND  AmOXTNT  OF  StaTE  TaX,  BT  CiTIES  AND  ToWNS,  191^1922. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


1917. 

191SJ 

1910. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$1,641,000.00 
3.100.00 

.18 

f  1.651.465. 00 

10.465.00 

.64 

Sl.640,840.00 

—1,625.00 

—.10 

f  1.661,440. 00 

11,600.00 

.70 

$1,706,165.00 

44.725.00 

2.69 

S1.67 1,215. 00 

—34.950.00 

—2.05 

1.424.000.00 

19,160.00 

1.36 

1.419.925.00 

—4.075.00 

—.29 

1.243.815.00 

—176.110.00 

—12.40 

1,490.625.00 

246,810.00 

19.85 

1.425.550.00 

—65,075.00 

—4.36 

1.583.050.00 

157.500.00 

11.05 

219.700.00 

—14,500.00 

—6.19 

266.100.00 

46.400.00 

21.10 

260.700.00 

--5.400.00 

—2.03 

245.300.00 

—15.400.00 

—5.91 

265.950.00 

20.650.00 

8.42 

264.850.00 

—1.100.00 

—.41 

745.000.00 

—2.700.00 

—.36 

742.800.00 

—2.200.00 

—.30 

742,600.00 

—200.00 

—.03 

738.600.00 

—4.000.00 

—  .54 

731.200.00 

—7.400.00 

—1.00 

1.659,886.00 

928,686.00 

127.01 

4.029.700.00 

5.050.00 

.12 

4.080.290.00 

50,590.00 

1.26 

3.896.955.00 

—183,335.00 

—4.49 

4.135.965.00 

239.010.00 

6.14 

4.128.865.00 

—7.100.00 

—.17 

5.179.001.00 

1,050.136.00 

25.44 

3.175.00 

3.175.00 

2.600.00 

2.000.00 

1.800.00 

2.000.00 

4,026.525.00 

6,050.00 

.15 

4,077.115.00 

50.590.00 

1.26 

3.894.355.00 

—182.760.00 

—4.48 

4.133.965.00 

239.610.00 

6.15 

4.127.065.00 

—6.900.00 

—.17 

5.177.001.00 

1.049.936.00 

25.44 

.60 

.60 

.60 

.80 

1.00 

1.00 

22.688.20 

35.70 

.15 

22,996.14 

307.94 

1.36 

21.896.53 

—1.099.61 

—4.78 

30.133.32 

8,236.79 

37.62 

36.901.45 

6.768.13 

22.46 

41.830.69 

4.929.24 

13.36 

22.660.15 

47.70 

.21 

22.977.09 

307.94 

1.36 

21,880.93 

—1,096.16 

--4.77 

30.117.32 

8.236.39 

37.64 

36.883.45 

6,766.13 

22.47 

41.810.69 

4.927.24 

13.36 

4.831.83 

4.802.53 

5,841.53 

4.960.75 

4,952.47 

6.212.40 

PHOVIDEXCE. 


1917. 


$106,247,230.00 

8,558.740.00 

8.76 

125.799.740.00 

3.495.370.00 

2.85 

64.618.380.00 

5,445.800.00 

9.20 

92.064.120.00 

7.941,480.00 

9.44 

388.729.470.00 

25,441.390.00 

7.00 

180.230.00 

388.549.240.00 

25,402.960.00 

6.99 

1.85 

5356.565.45 

634.679.70 

12.15 

5353,297.32 

633.844.46 

12.14 

466.250.08 


1918. 


$106,265,690.00 

18,460.00 

.02 

128.806.180.00 

3.006.440.00 

2.39 

72.565,400.00 

7,947.020.00 

12.30 

94,423.030.00 

2.358.910.00 

2.56 

402.060.300.00 

13.330.830.00 

3.43 

165.960.00 

401,894.340.00 

13.345,100.00 

3.44 

1.85 

6,068.081.61 

212.416.16 

3.63 

6.065.054.13 

212.656.81 

3.63 

482.273.20 


1010. 


$106,752,810.00 

487.120.00 

.46 

133.057.720.00 

5,151,540.00 

4.00 

77,810,040.00 

5,244.640.00 

7.23 

104.625.500.00 

10,202.470.00 

10.80 

423,146.070.00 

21.085,770.00 

5.24 

154.070.00 

422.002,000.00 

21,007.660.00 

5.25 

2.15 

7.266.604.26 

1.107.712.05 

19.74 

7.263.453.15 

1.107.400.02 

10.74 

634.488.00 


1020. 


$100,805,000.00 

3.053.000.00 

2.86 

177,403.740.00 

43.446.020.00 

32.43 

80.808.800.00 

11,008.760.00 

15.42 

105,604.540.00 

1.060,040.00 

1.02 

4S2,7 12.080. 00 

50.566,010.00 

14.08 

140,580.00 

482.563,400.00 

50,571,400.00 

14.08 

2.35 

0,282.711.50 

2.016.017.24 

27.75 

0.270,237.32 

2,015,784.17 

27.76 

570.076.08 


1021. 


$100,836,150.00 

30.250.00 

.03 

180.564.590.00 

3,160.850.00 

1.78 

90,030.400.00 

221,600.00 

.25 

113.371,020.00 

7,676,480.00 

7.26 

493,802.160.00 

11.089.180.00 

2.28 

146.820.00 

493.655.340.00 

11.091.940.00 

2.20 

2.30 

0.203.400.30 
—79.311.20 

—  .84 

9.200.101.34 
—79.135.98 

—  .85 

503.586.40 


1022. 


$111,700,450.00 

1,873,300.00 

1.68 

188,151,800.00 

7.587.210.00 

4.20 

01.750.200.00 

1.728,800.00 

1.02 

117,656,000.00 

4.284.080.00 

3.78 

500.276.450.00 

15.474.200.00 

3.13 

130,300.00 

500,137.150.00 

15.481.810.00 

3.14 

2.30 

0.477304.35 

274.404.05 

2.98 

0.474,721.00 

274.620.65 

2.08 

610.064.58 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Abseared,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


RICHMOND. 


1013. 

1014. 

1015. 

1016. 

L  ind 

$507,075.00 
—5,300.00 

—  .88 

448,000.00 

26,850.00 

6.38 

375.450.00 

4.1.'K).00 

1.12 

46,060.00 

12,200.00 

36  03 

1,467.485.00 

37,000.00 

2.65 

8.450.00 

1,450.035.00 

230.650.00 

18.78 

1.00 

14.308.40 

305.80 

2.17 

14.313.00 

2.233.30 

18.40 

1.200.58 

$508,350.00 

375.00 

.06 

428.400.00 

—10,600.00 

—4.37 

321.700.00 

—53.750.00 

—14.31 

61.660.00 

15.600.00 

33.86 

1.410.110.00 

—67,375.00 

—3.01 

22.650.00 

1.387.460.00 

—71,576.00 

--4. 01 

1.00 

13.731.14 

—667.35 

—4.63 

13,504.64 

—800.35 

—6.65 

1,248.71 

$580,550.00 

— «.800.00 

-1.47 

421.015.00 

—6.485.00 

—1.61 

320,150.00 

— 1,550.00 

—  .48 

60.410  00 

—1.250.00 

—2.02 

1.302,025.00 

—  18,085.00 

—1.28 

22.650.00 

1.360.376.00 

—18.085.00 

—1-30 

1.00 

13.657.79 

—173.36 

-1.26 

13.331.29 

—173.35 

—1.28 

1.232.44 

$267,410.00 

Increase 

—322.140  00 

Per  Cent 

—54.64 

Improvements - 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

811,350.00 

380.435.00 

92.30 

Tangible  Personal 

418,250.00 

Increase 

08,100.00 

Per  Cent 

30.64 

Intangible  Personal 

62.510  00 

Increase 

2.100.00 

Per  Cent 

3.47 

Total  Valuation 

1.550.520  00 

Increase 

167,495.00 

Per  Cent 

12.03 

^Exemptions 

7.600.00 

Total  AsseBsed 

1,561.020.00 

Increase 

182.545.00 

Per  Cent 

13  33 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

1.00 

Gross  Tax 

15.220.14 

Increase 

1.662.35 

Per  Cent 

12.26 

Net  Tax 

15.144.14 

Increase 

1,812.85 

Per  Cent 

13.50 

State  Tax 

1,882.30 

scituate. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation .  .  .  . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase , 

Per  Cent , 

Local  Rate  per  $100, 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1013. 


$661,605.00 

—2.280.00 

—  .41 

1.268.500.00 

27.825.00 

2.24 

668.460.00 

—16,670.00 

—2.68 

343.750.00 

1,377.00 

.40 

2.732,315.00 

11.252.00 

.41 

151,626.00 

2.580.600.00 

13.052.00 

.51 

1.00 

25,260.65 

104.26 

.41 

23,756.40 

134.26 

.57 

2.330.98 


1014. 


$564,610.00 

13.005.00 

2.35 

1,285,400.00 

16,000.00 

1.34 

606,346.00 

26,885.00 

4.73 

322,776.00 

—20,076.00 

— «.ll 

2,768.220.00 

86,005.00 

1.31 

160.460.00 

2,617,770.00 

37,080.00 

1.43 

1.00 

26,746.55 

484.00 

1.02 

24.253.06 

406.65 

2.00 

2.355.00 


1016. 


$637,025.00 

72.416.00 

12.82 

1.400,265.00 

114.776.00 

8.02 

064.776.00 

50.430.00 

0.08 

340.280.00 

17.506.00 

5.42 

3.032.346.00 

264,125.00 

0.54 

23,500.00 

3,008.846.00 

301,076.00 

14.03 

1.00 

28,281.77 

2,536.22 

0.85 

28,046.77 

3.703.72 

15.63 

2.707.06 


1916. 


$688325.00 

51300.00 

8.13 

1.485.000.00 

86.425.00 

6.10 

656.250.00 

1.475.00 

.22 

209.505.00 

—40.775.00 

—11.98 

3,130.270.00 

97,025.00 

3.22 

20350.00 

3,100.420.00 

100,575.00 

3.34 

1.00 

29,505.67 

1.223.90 

4.32 

29.207.17 

1.250.40 

4.46 

3.731.30 


*8oldiers  and  inability 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Ciiibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


RICHMOND. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$283,850.00 

10.440.00 

6.15 

$303,025.00 

19,175.00 

6.76 

$310,925.00 

7,900.00 

2.61 

$306,525.00 

—4,400.00 

—1.42 

$308,725.00 

2,200.00 

.72 

$308,325.00 

—400.00 

—.13 

847.925.00 

36.575.00 

4.51 

834.800.00 

—13.125.00 

—1.56 

893,250.00 

58,450.00 

7.00 

955.700.00 

62.450.00 

6.99 

954,250.00 

—1,450.00 

♦      —.15 

1,019.360.00 

65.100.00 

6.83 

424.450.00 

6.200.00 

1.48 

542.250.00 

117,900.00 

27.75 

521,600.00 

—20.650.00 

--3. 81 

562.850.00 

41.250.00 

7.91 

579,750.00 

16,900.00 

3.01 

617.300.00 

37.550.00 

6.48 

65.110.00 

2,600.00 

4.16 

76.690.00 

11.580.00 

17.79 

80,460.00 

3.770.00 

4.92 

74.410.00 

—6,050.00 

—7.52 

81.010.00 

6.600.00 

8.87 

89.810.00 

8,800.00 

10.87 

1.621.335.00 

61,815.00 

3.96 

1.756,765.00 

135.430.00 

8.35 

1,806,235.00 

49,470.00 

2.82 

1.899.485.00 

93.250.00 

5.16 

1,923.735.00 

24,250.00 

1.27 

2,034,785.00 

111,050.00 

5.77 

4,800.00 

4,700.00 

4,100.00 

4.100.00 

3.700.00 

3,400.00 

1.616.535.00 

64.615.00 

4.16 

1.752.065.00 

135.530.00 

8.^ 

1,802,135.00 

50,070.00 

2.86 

1,895,385.00 

93,250.00 

5.18 

1,920,035.00 

24.650.00 

1.30 

2,081,385.00 

111,350.00 

5.80 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.00 

1.25 

15.822.69 

602.55 

3.96 

17.108.69 

1,285.90 

8.12 

17,679.50 

471.00 

2.75 

23,111.08 

5.531.49 

31.47 

18.851.29 

—4,269.79 

—18.43 

24.671.42 

5,820.13 

30.88 

15.774.69 

630.55 

4.16 

17.061.59 

1.286.90 

8.15 

17,538.59 

477.00 

2.80 

23.059.83 

5,521.24 

31.48 

18,814.29 

—4,245.54 

—18.41 

24.628.02 

5,814.63 

30.91 

1.939.84 

2.102.47 

2,703.20 

2.274.46 

2.804.04 

2,437.66 

scituate. 


1917. 


$814,335.00 

125.510.00 

18.22 

1.826.340.00 

340,650.00 

22.93 

748.425.00 

92.175.00 

14.05 

556,550.00 

257.045.00 

85.82 

3.945.650.00 

815380.00 

26.05 

16,250.00 

3.929,400.00 

819,980.00 

26.37 

1.20 

42.896.40 

13,389.73 

45.38 

42,716.40 

13.419.23 

45.80 

4.715.28 


1918. 


$770,710.00 

—43,625.00 

—5.36 

1,541,500.00 

—284,750.00 

—15.59 

097.000.00 

—51,425.00 

—6.87 

449,950.00 

—106,600.00 

—19.15 

3.459.250.00 

— 486,400.00 

—12.33 

15,200.00 

3,444,050.00 

-^85,350.00 

—12.35 

1.20 

37.911.40 

-~4.984.00 

—11.62 

37,743.40 

—4,973.00 

—11.64 

4.132.86 


1919. 


$800,405.00 

29.695.00 

3.85 

1,600,765.00 

59,175.00 

3.84 

726,850.00 

29.850.00 

4.28 

353.925.00 

—96,025.00 

—21.34 

3,481.945.00 

22.695.00 

.66 

14,200.00 

3,467,745.00 

23,695.00 

.69 

1.40 

45.207.98 

7.296.58 

19.24 

45.023.18 

7,279.78 

19.29 

5.201.61 


1920. 


$818,005.00 

17,600.00 

2.20 

1,630,515.00 

29.750.00 

1.86 

734.850.00 

8,000.00 

1.10 

316,650.00 

—37,375.00 

—10.56 

3,499.920.00 

17,975.00 

.52 

13,400.00 

3,486,520.00 

18,775.00 

.54 

1.40 

45,833.38 

625.40 

1.38 

45,650.78 

1  636.60 

1.41 

4,183.82 


1021. 


$822,360.00 

4,355.00 

.53 

1,649,975.00 

19,460.00 

1.19 

775,800.00 

40,950.00 

5.57 

267,350.00 

--49,200.00 

—15.64 

3,515,485.00 

15,565.00 

.45 

9,200.00 

3,506.285.00 

19.765.00 

.57 

1.60 

53,039.56 

7.206.18 

16.72 

52,899.56 

7,239.78 

15.85 

4,207.54 


1922. 


$834,985.00 

12.625.00 

1.54 

1.848.850.00 

198.875.00 

12.05 

888,200.00 

112,400.00 

14.49 

239,750.00 

—27,600.00 

—10.33 

3,811,785.00 

296,300.00 

8.43 

8,200.00 

8.803.585.00 

297.300.00 

8.48 

1.60 

58.111.56 

5.072.00 

9.56 

57.987.56 

5,068.00 

9.62 

4.564.30 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


8MITHFIELD. 


1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916 

L^nd 

$506,135.00 

8.698.00 

1.75 

1.543.575.00 

26.134.00 

1.72 

453.102.00 

—232,132.00 

—33.88 

215.409.00 

209.494.00 

3,541.74 

2,718.221.00 

12,194.00 

.45 

808.800.00 

1.909.421.00 

11.394.00 

.60 

1.10 

28.392.55 

1.367.77 

5.06 

19,494.88 

550.10 

2.90 

2.087.49 

$524,311.75 

18,176.75 

3.59 

1.648.233.00 

104.658.00 

6.78 

562.256.00 

109.154.00 

24.09 

209.428.00 

—5.981.00 

—2.77 

2.944.228.75 

226,007.75 

8.31 

900.000.00 

2,044.228.75 

134.807.75 

7.06 

1.25 

35,022.71 

6.630.16 

23.38 

23,772.71 

4,277.83 

21.94 

1.839.80 

$532,836.00 

8,524.00 

1.62 

1.651.934.00 

3.701.00 

.22 

540.225.00 

—22.031.00 

—3.91 

239.468.00 

30,040.00 

14.34 

2.964.463.00 

20.234.25 

.68 

907.000.00 

2.057.463.00 

13,234.25 

.64 

1.25 

35.020.30 
—2.41 
—  .005 

23.682.80 

—89.91 

—.37 

1.851.72 

$522,222.00 

Increase 

—10.614.00 

Per  Cent 

— 1.» 

Improvements 

1.663.284.00 

Increase 

11,350.00 

Per  Cent 

.68 

Tangible  Personal 

500.950.00 

Increase 

50.725.00 

Per  Cent 

9.38 

Intangible  Personal 

205.878.00 

Increase 

—33.590.00 

Per  Cent 

—14.02 

Total  Valuation 

2.982.334  00 

Increase.  .....    ...           ... 

17.871 .00 

Per  Cent 

.60 

^Exemptions        .    . 

Total  Assessed 

2.982334.00 

Increase 

924.871.00 

Per  Cent 

44.85 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

1.25 

Gross  Tax 

35.529.21 

Increase 

508.91 

Per  Cent 

1.45 

Net  Tax 

35.529.21 

Increase 

11.846.41 

Per  Cent 

50.02 

State  Tax 

3.578.80 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

*Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


1913. 


$1,067,577 

—63,660 

—5 

2.298.674 

50.899 

2 

517.567 

86.150 

19 

1.854,625 

96,200 

5 

5.738,443 

169.589 

3 

33.700 

5.704.743 

175,189 

3 

1 

46.256 

1,118 

2 

45.921 

1.174 

2 

5.055 


.00 
.00 
.63 

.00 
.00 
.26 

.00 
.00 
.97 

.00 
.00 
.47 

.00 
.00 
.05 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.17 

.00 

.68 
.69 

.48 

.48 
,69 
.63 

.52 


1914. 


$1,185,012.00 

117,435.00 

11.00 

2,726,975.00 

428,301.00 

18.63 

887.810.00 

370.243.00 

71.53 

2,701,400.00 

846.775.00 

45.65 

7,501,197.00 

1,762,754.00 

30.71 

33.300.00 

7,467,897.00 

1,763.154.00 

30.90 

1.00 

58.803.57 

12.546.89 

27.12 

58,472.37 

12.550.89 

27.33 

6,721 .  10 


1915. 


$1,175,430.00 

—9.582.00 

—.80 

2.707.225.00 

—19,750.00 

—.72 

653.810.00 

—234.000.00 

—26.35 

2.630.825.00 

—70,676.00 

—2.61 

7.167.290.00 

—^33.907.00 

—4.45 

32.325.00 

7.134.965.00 

—332.932.00 

—4.45 

1.10 

60,424.41 

1.620.84 

•     2.75 

60,068.84 

1.596.47 

2.72 

6,421.47 


1916. 


$1,195,390.00 

19,960.00 

1.69 

2.782.530.00 
75,305.00 

2.78 

677.110.00 

23.300.00 

3.56 

2.644.725.00 

13.900.00 

.52 

7.299.755.00 

132,465.00 

1.84 

32,775.00 

7.266,980.00 

132,015.00 

1.85 

1.10 

61.7S4  22 

1,356  81 

2.25 

61.425.10 

1,356.26 

2.25 

8.720.37 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gboss  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


SMITHFIELD. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$524,079.00 

1.857.00 

.36 

$581,246.00 

57,167.00 

10.91 

9538.346.00 

—42,900.00 

—7.38 

$549,287.00 

10.941.00 

2.03 

$583,505.00 

34.308.00 

6.24 

$580,510.00 

—8,085.00 

—.53 

1.774.969.00 

111,685.00 

6.71 

1.781.259.00 

6.290.00 

.35 

1.817.068.00 

35,809.00 

2.01 

1.829.183.00 

12.115.00 

.66 

2.036,710.00 

207,527.00 

11.35 

2.077,190.00 

40.480.00 

1.99 

790.747.00 

199.797.00 

33.81 

1.345.259.00 

554.512.00 

70.13 

1.238,875.00 

—106,384.00 

—7.90 

1,254,095.00 

15.220.00 

1.22 

1.390.200.00 

136.105.00 

10.85 

1,407.285.00 

17.065.00 

1.23 

217.365.00 

11.487.00 

5.58 

237.495.00 

20,130.00 

9.26 

227,363.00 

—10,132.00 

—4.27 

205.848.00 

—21,515.00 

—9.46 

206,848.00 

1,000.00 

.49 

195,206.00 

—11.640.00 

--5.68 

3.307,160.00 

324.826.00 

10.89 

3,945,259.00 

638,099.00 

19.29 

3,821.652.00 

—123,607.00 

—3.13 

3.838.413.00 

16.761.00 

.44 

4,217.353.00 

378,940.00 

9  87 

4.260,193.00 

42,840.00 

1.01 

3.000.00 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

4,100.00 

3,304.160.00 

321.826.00 

10.79 

3,942,259.00 

638.099.00 

19.31 

3,818.652.00 

—123.607.00 

—3.14 

3.838.413.00 

19.761.00 

.52 

4.217.353.00 

378,940.00 

9.87 

4.256.093.00 

38,740.00 

.92 

1.25 

1.25 

1.25 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

39.491.88 

3.962.67 

11.15 

47.297.03 

7.805.15 

19.76 

45,838.07 

—1.458.96 

--3. 08 

55.311.88 

9.473.81 

20.67 

60.984.98 

5,673.10 

10.26 

61.755.60 

770.62 

1.26 

39.454.38 

3.925.17 

11.05 

47.259.53 

7.805.15 

19.78 

45.800.57 

—1,458.96 

-^.07 

55.311.88 

9.511.31 

20.77 

60,984.98 

5.673.10 

10.26 

61.694.10 

709.12 

1.16 

3.964.99 

4,730.71 

5,727.97 

4.606.09 

5.060.82 

5,107.31 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$1,203,310.00 

7,920.00 

.66 

$1,211,160.00 

7,850.00 

.65 

$1,219,505.00 

8.345.00 

.60 

$1,202,025.00 

—17.480.00 

—1.43 

$1,205,695.00 

3.670.00 

.80 

$1,219,555.00 

13,860.00 

1.15 

2.810.835.00 

28.305.00 

1.02 

2,860,285.00 

58.450.00 

2.08 

2.913,640.00 

44,355.00 

1.55 

2.940,890.00 

27,250.00 

.94 

2,962.860.00 

21.970.00 

.75 

3,002,685.00 

39,825.00 

1.35 

697.790.00 

20.680.00 

3.05 

710.840.00 

13,050.00 

1.87 

702,262.00 

—8,578.00 

—1.20 

814.950.00 

112.688.00 

16.04 

881.950.00 

67.000.00 

8.25 

913,550.00 

31,600.00 

3.50 

2,637.225.00 

—7,500.00 

—.28 

2,643.550.00 

6.325.00 

.24 

2.473,635.00 

—169.915.00 

— «.43 

3.567.160.00 

1.093,525.00 

44.21 

3,652.370.00 

85.210.00 

2.39 

3,685.290.00 

32.920.00 

.90 

7.349.160.00 

49.405.00 

.68 

7.434.835.00 

85.675.00 

1.17 

7.300,042.00 

—125,793.00 

—1.69 

8,525.025.00 

1.215,983.00 

16.63 

.   8.702.875.00 

177.850.00 

2.08 

8.821.080.00 

118,205.00 

1.36 

30.375.00 

28,575.00 

25,825.00 

23,475.00 

23.175.00 

21.725.00 

7.318.785.00 

51.805.00 

.71 

7,406.260.00 

87,475.00 

1.19 

7.283,217.00 

—123,043.00 

—1.66 

8,501.550.00 

1,218,333.00 

16.73 

8.679,700.00 

178,150.00 

2.09 

8.799.355.00 

119.655.00 

1.38 

1.20 

1.40 

1.50 

1.80 

1.90 

1.80 

67.092.12 

5,307.90 

8.59 

77,652.19 

10,660.07 

15.74 

82,425.64 

4,773.45 

6.15 

103,510.21 

21,084.57 

25.58 

110.569.08 

7,058.87 

6.82 

107.185.38 

—3.383.70 

— H3.16 

66.727.62 

5.302.52 

8  63 

77,252.14 

10,524.52 

15.77 

82,047.07 

4.794.93 

6.21 

103,098.86 

21,051.79 

25.66 

110,140.76 

7.041.90 

6.83 

106305.53 

-^.335.23 

—3.12 

8.782.54 

8,887.51 

10.924.82 

10,201.86 

10,415.64 

10,550.22 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  191^1922. 


TIVERTON. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation .  .  . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  SlOO 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

8Ute  Tax 


1013. 


$1,148,944.00 

65.580.00 

6.05 

2,657.606.00 

71,670.00 

2.77 

390,725.00 

72,200.00 

22.67 

424,985.00 

51,940.00 

13.92 

4.622,260.00 

261.390.00 

5.99 

20,200.00 

4.602,060.00 

262.690.00 

6.05 

1.00 

43.672.69 

2,302.26 

5.57 

43,470.69 

2,303.26 

5.59 

4,023.65 


1914. 


$1,144,750.00 
-^,185.00 

—  .35 

2,678,131.00 

20.525.00 

.77 

377.600.00 

—13.125.00 

—3.35 

357.585.00 

—67.400.00 

—15.86 

4.558.075.00 

—64,185.00 

—1.38 

17.950.00 

4,540,125.00 

—61.935.00 

—1.34 

1.00 

43.435.24 
—237.45 

—  .54 

43.255.74 
—214.95 

—  .50 

4.086.11 


1915. 


$1,162,450.00 

17.700.00 

1.54 

2.721.336.00 

43.205.00 

1.61 

372.605.00 

—4,905.00 

—1.29 

355,835.00 

—1,750.00 

—  .48 

4.612,325.00 

54.250.00 

1.19 

17.150.00 

4.505.175.00 

55,050.00 

1.21 

1.20 

52.501.22 

0.065.08 

20.87 

52.205.42 

0,030.68 

20.80 

4,135.66 


1016. 


$1,154,004  00 

—8,455  00 

—  72 

2,724.217.00 

2,881.00 

.10 

356.870  00 

—15,825  00 

— t  24 

301,475  00 

—54,360  00 

—  15.27 

4,536,566  00 

—75.759  00 

—1  64 

17.500.00 

4,510.066  00 

—76.109  00 

—1.65 

1  50 

64.732  62 

12,231  40 

23  29 

64.470.12 

12.174  70 

23  28 

5.422  S7 


WARREN. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation .  .  .  . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

*Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

GroHS  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1013. 


$1,000,440.00 

50.500.00 

6.33 

3,280.125.00 

276.075.00 

0.20 

1,003.200.00 

—201,700.00 

—0.58 

673,220.00 

—60,280.00 

—9.33 

6,865.985.00 

65.585.00 

.96 

55,450.00 

6.810.535.00 

63,185.00 

.03 

1.20 

77.006.06 

7.399.16 

10.63 

76.348.66 

7.311.31 

10.59 

6.101.05 


1914. 


$1,008,610.00 

8,170.00 

.81 

3,371.110.00 

81,985.00 

2.49 

1,917,650.00 

14.450.00 

.75 

650.545.00 

—22,675.00 

—3.36 

6,947.915.00 

81.930.00 

1.19 

77.975.00 

6.869,940.00 

59.405.00 

.87 

1.16 

75,651.67 

—1,354.39 

—1.75 

74.754.76 

—1.693.90 

—2.08 

6.182.94 


1915. 


$1,015,055.00 

6.445.00 

.63 

3,393,600.00 

22.490.00 

.66 

1,938,325.00 

20,675.00 

1.07 

727,820.00 

77,275.00 

11.87 

7,074,800.00 

126,885.00 

1.82 

7,350.00 

7,067,450.00 

197,510.00 

2.87 

1.20 

79.075.04 

3,423.37 

4.52 

78.994.84 

4,240.08 

5.67 

6.360.70 


1916. 


$1,010,120  00 
4,065  00 

.40 

3,430.200.00 

36,600.00 

1.07 

1,006,550.00 
58.225.00 

3.00 

703,785.00 

—24,035.00 

—3.30 

7,149.655  00 

74.855.  tX) 
1.05 

4,000.00 

7,145.655.00 

78.205.00 
1.10 
1.40 

03.057.32 
13.982  2S 

17.68 

03.001.32 
14.006  4S 

17.73 

8,574.78 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


TIVERTON. 


1917. 

Ifi^lS. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

91,152.702.00 

—1,302.00 

—.11 

$1,163,182.00 

10,480.00 

.90 

SI.  194,972. 00 

31,790.00 

2.73 

Sl,209,953.00 

14,981.00 

1.25 

$1,233,538.00 

23,685.00 

1.95 

$1,242,113.00 

8,575.00 

.69 

2,761,367.00 

37,160.00 

1.36 

2,823.590.00 

62,223.00 

2.25 

2.841.840.00 

18,250.00 

.65 

3.284,840.00 

443,000.00 

15.59 

3,364,890.00 

80.050.00 

2.44 

3,439.240.00 

74,350.00 

2.21 

422.690.00 

65,820.00 

18.44 

505.560.00 

82.870.00 

19.61 

558.510.00 

52,950.00 

10.47 

587.710.00 

29,200.00 

5.23 

592.160.00 

4.450.00 

.76 

605,490.00 

13,330.00 

2.25 

270.575.00 

—30,900.00 

—10.25 

260,375.00 

—  10,200.00 

—3.77 

610.525.00 

250.150.00 

96.07 

715,025.00 

204.500.00 

40.06 

673,825.00 

—41,200.00 

—5.77 

633.875.00 

—39,960.00 

—5.93 

4,607.334.00 

70,768.00 

1.56 

4.752.707.00 

145,373.00 

3.16 

5,105,847.00 

353.140.00 

7.43 

5.797,528.00 

691,681.00 

13.55 

5,864,413.00 

66,885.00 

1.15 

5,920.718.00 

56,305.00 

.96 

17.300.00 

16,425.00 

16,300.00 

16,900.00 

15,163.00 

13,100.00 

4,590,034.00 

70,968.00 

1.67 

4.736,282.00 

146,248.00 

3.19 

5,089,547.00 

353,265.00 

7.46 

5.780,628.00 

691.081.00 

13.58 

5,849.250.00 

68,622.00 

1.19 

5,907.618.00 

58,368.00 

1.00 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

1.60 

1.60 

1.60 

53,123.42 

—11.609.20 

—17.93 

54,949.48 

1,826.06 

3.44 

57,185.96 

2.236.48 

4.07 

84.180.15 

26,994.19 

47.20 

85.744.71 

1,564.56 

1.86 

87,124.99 

1,380.28 

1  61 

52,915.82 

—11.664.30 

—17.92 

54,752.38 

1.836.56 

3.47 

56.990.36 

2,237.98 

4.09 

83,909.75 

26,919.39 

47.23 

85.502.1] 

1.592.36 

1.90 

86,915.39 

1,413.28 

1.65 

5.508.01 

5,683.53 

7,634.32 

6.936.75 

7.019.10 

7.089.14 

WARREN. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$1,026,850.00 

7,730.00 

.76 

$1,084,465.00 

57.615.00 

5.61 

$1,096,565.00 

12.100.00 

1.12 

$1,198,995.00 

102.430.00 

9.34 

$1,227,760.00 

28,765.00 

2.40 

$1,250,210.00 

22,450.00 

1.83 

3,546.300.00 

116.100.00 

3.39 

3.611,525.00 

65,225.00 

1.84 

3.682.650.00 

71.125.00 

1.97 

3.858,750.00 

176,100.00 

4.78 

3.957.450.00 

98,700.00 

2.56 

4,103.750.00 

146,300.00 

3.70 

2,088.175.00 

91,625.00 

4.59 

2,181,050.00 

92,875.00 

4.45 

2.326,025.00 

144,975.00 

6.65 

2,816.850.00 

490,825.00 

21.10 

3,038,975.00 
222,125.00 

7.89 

3,058,550.00 

19,576.00 

.64 

675,450.00 

—28,335.00 

—4.03 

937,225.00 

261,775.00 

38.76 

893.525.00 

—43,700.00 

—4.66 

986,425.00 

92,900.00 

10.40 

1.064,875.00 

78,450.00 

7.95 

1,232.775.00 

167,900.00 

15.77 

7,336,775.00 

187,120.00 

2.62 

7,814.265.00 

477.490.00 

6.51 

7.998.765.00 

184.500.00 

2.36 

8.861,020.00 

862,255.00 

10.78 

9,289.060.00 

428,040.00 

4.83 

9.645,285.00 

356.225.00 

3.84 

8,225.00 

6.325.00 

6,800.00 

7,575.00 

7,575.00 

5.675.00 

7,.328.550.00 

182.895.00 

2.56 

7.807.940.00 

479,390.00 

6.54 

7,991,965.00 

184,025.00 

2.36 

8,853,445.00 

861,480.00 

10.78 

9,281,485.00 

428.040.00 

4.83 

9,639.610.00 

358.125.00 

3.36 

1.50 

1.80 

1.68 

1.92 

2.12 

2.00 

106,618.47 

13,561.15 

14.57 

127.535.62 

20,917.15 

19.62 

122,942.13 

—4,593.49 

—3.60 

155,137.92 

32,195.79 

26.19 

178.610.95 

23.473.03 

15.13 

173.181.30 

—^,429.66 

—3.13 

106.490.16 

13,488.84 

14.50 

127.435.77 

20.945.61 

19.67 

122.840.69 

—4.595.08 

—3.61 

155,007.68 

32,166.99 

26.19 

178,450.36 

23,442.68 

15.13 

173.083.80 

—5.366.56 

—3.10 

8,794.26 

9.369.52 

11,987.94 

10,624.13 

11,137.78 

11.567.53 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


WARWICK. 


1913t. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

Land 

$4,109,436.00 

—998,432.00 

—19.64 

7,374,446.00 

—5,022,831.00 

— -10.51 

1.284.158.00 

—3,461.916.00 

—72.94 

4.972.003.00 

—730.340.00 

—12.80 

17.740,043.00 

—10,213,519.00 

—40.11 

69.840.00 

17.670,203.00 

—9,979,269.00 

-^6.09 

1.10 

160,336.45 

—84,985.00 

34.64 

159,585.71 

—82,707.00 

—34.13 

23.852.75 

$4,182,264.00 

72,828.00 

1.77 

7,558.718.00 

184.272.00 

2.49 

1,307,458.00 

23,300.00 

1.81 

6.094,535.00 

122,632.00 

2.46 

18.142,976.00 

402.932.00 

2.27 

67.100.00 

18.076.876.00 

406.672.00 

2.29 

1.25 

183.483.64 

23.147.19 

14.43 

182.666.14 

23.080.43 

14.46 

16.268.28 

$4.208.031 .00 

Increase 



-    - 

26,367.00 

Per  Cent 

.63 

Improvements 

7.713,721.00 

Increase 

155,003.00 

Per  Cent 

2.05 

Tangible  Personal 

1.367,288.00 

Increase 

60.830.00 

Per  Cent 

4.57 

Intangible  Personal 

5.314.550.00 

Increase 

220,015.00 

Per  Cent 

4.31 

Total  Valuation 

18.604,190.00 

Increase 

461.215.00 

Per  Cent 

2.5i 

*EzeraptionB 

61.850.00 

Total  Assessed 

18.642,340.00 

Increase 

466,465.00 

Per  Cent 

2.58 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

1.00 

1.20 

Gross  Tax 

180.733.  SS 

Increase 

—2.749.76 

Per  Cent 

—1.49 

Net  Tax 

180.003.68 

Increase 

—2,662.46 

Per  Cent 

—1.45 

State  Tax 

23.852.75 

22.250.80 

WESTERLY. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangibly  Personal . . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Percent 

ToUl  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1913. 


$2,855,400 
21,700 

4,775.900 

270,000 

6 

570,800 

64,300 

12 

1,577,800 

—87,300 

—5 

9,779,900 

268,700 

2 

449,100 

9,330.800 

108.900 

1 

1 

129.342 

4.990 

4 

122.606 

2,582 

2 

8.349 


.00 
.00 
.77 

.00 
.00 
.00 

.00 
.00 
.70 

.00 
.00 
.24 

.00 
.00 
.83 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.18 

.60 

.70 
.80 
.01 

.20 
.80 
.16 

.17 


1914. 


$2,863,000.00 

7,600.00 

.27 

4.926,100.00 

150.200.00 

3.14 

1,076,500.00 

606,700.00 

88.60 

1,692,100.00 

14.300.00 

.90 

10,467,700.00 

677,800.00 

6.93 

948,900.00 

9,608,800.00 

178.000.00 

1.91 

1.50 

139.352.40 

10.009.70 

7.73 

125,118.90 

2,612.70 

2.06 

8.667.92 


1916. 


$2,989,360.00 

126,360.00 

4.41 

6.462.400.00 

626;300.00 

10.68 

1,162,600.00 

86.000.00 

7.99 

1.748.900.00 

156.800.00 

9.85 

11,363.150.00 

895.460.00 

8.66 

964.500.00 

10.398.660.00 

880.850.00 

9.36 

1.60 

161.059.36 

11.706.96 

8.40 

136.741.85 

11,622.96 

9.29 

0.358.78 


1916. 


3.042,850.00 

53.500.00 

1.78 

5.221300.00 

—230,600.00 

—4.22 

682,700.00 

—479.800.00 

—41.27 

2.843,200.00 

1,094.300.00 

62.57 

11,790,550.00 

437,400.00 

3.85 

26.400.00 

11.764,150.00 

1.366,500.00 

13.13 

1.50 

145.583.05 

-^.476.30 

—3.62 

145.198.05 

8.456.20 

6.18 

14.116.98 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 

tWarwick  and  West  Warwick  divided  in  1013. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Citibs  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


WARWICK. 


1917. 


S4.2G2.286.00 

53.655.00 

1.27 

7.941.136.00 

227.415.00 

2.95 

1.392.758.00 

25.470.00 

1.86 

5.146.395.00 

—168,155.00 

—3.16 

18,742,575.00 

138.385.00 

.74 

69.210.00 

18.673,365.00 

131.025.00 

.71 

1.40 

210.932.10 

30,198.22 

16.71 

209.983.16 

29,979.48 

16.66 

22,408.03 


1918. 


14.344,831.00 

82,545.00 

1.94 

8,436,956.00 

495,820.00 

6.24 

1,459.528.00 

66,770.00 

4.79 

4,535,995.00 

— «10,400.00 

—11.86 

18,777,310.00 

34,735.00 

.19 

64,850.00 

•18,712,460.00 

39^095.00 

.21 

1.40 

217,522.39 

6.590.29 

3.12 

216,624.49 

6,641.33 

3.16 

22.454.95 


1919. 


$4,373,269.00 

28.438.00 

.65 

8,566,293.00 

129,337.00 

1.53 

1,623,028.00 

163.600.00 

11.20 

4,883,915.00 

347,920.00 

7.67 

19,446,505.00 

669.195.00 

3.56 

65,630.00 

19,380,875.00 

668.415.00 

3.57 

1.50 

237,974.51 

20,452.12 

9.40 

237,001.06 

20,376.57 

9.41 

29,071.31 


1920. 


$4,445,186.00 

71,917.00 

1.65 

8,975,936.00 

409.643.00 

4.78 

1,726,738.00 

103,710.00 

6.39 

5,156,425.00 

272.510.00 

5.58 

20.304,285.00 

857.780.00 

4.41 

64,320.00 

20,239,965.00 

859,090.00 

4.43 

1.85 

300,861.11 

62.886.60 

26.43 

299.685.69 

62,684.63 

26.45 

24,287.95 


1921. 


$5,101,016.00 

655,830.00 

14.75 

10,240,074.00 

1,264,138.00 

14.09 

1.963,318.00 

236,580.00 

13.70 

4,594,120.00 

—562,305.00 

—10.91 

21.898,528.00 

1.504,243.00 

7.86 

57,220.00 

21,841,308.00 

1,601,343.00 

7.91 

2.00 

364,464.64 

63,603.53 

21.14 

363,136.24 

63,450.55 

21.17 

26.209.56 


1922. 


$4,809,231.00 

—291.785.00 

-^.72 

10.815.251.00 

575.177.00 

5.62 

1,965,998.00 

2.680.00 

.14 

4.725,480.00 

131,360.00 

.90 

22.315.960.00 

417,432.00 

1.91 

59.220.00 

22,256.740.00 

415,432.00 

1.91 

2.00 

370.711.52 

6.246.88 

1.71 

369.543.12 

6.406.88 

1.77 

26,708.08 


WESTERLY. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922 

$3,106,300.00 

63.450.00 

2.09 

$3,160,450.00 

54,150.00 

1.74 

$3,210,900.00 

50.450.00 

1.59 

$3,351,950.00 

141.050.00 

4.40 

$3,650,500.00 

298,550.00 

8.91 

$3,698,300.00 

47,800.00 

1.31 

5.317.600.00 

95.800.00 

1.84 

5,488,650.00 

171,050.00 

3.22 

5.636,250.00 

147,600.09 

2.69 

6,049,000.00 

412,750.00 

7.32 

7,199,250.00 

1.150.250.00 

19.02 

7,441,660.00 

242,300.00 

3.37 

686.000.00 

3.300.00 

.48 

706,400.00 

.  20.400.00 

2.97 

796,250.00 

89.850.00 

12.72 

1,028,550.00 

232,300.00 

29.18 

1.491.600.00 

462.950.00 

45.01 

1,581,150.00 

89,650.00 

6.01 

2,590.400.00 

—252,800.00 

—8.89 

2,756,700.00 

166,300.00 

6.42 

2.857,700.00 

101,000.00 

3.66 

2.824.600.00 

—33,100.00 

—1.16 

3,163.000.00 

338.400.00 

11.98 

8,133,600.00 

—29,400.00 

—.93 

11,700.300.00 

—90.250.00 

—  .77 

12.112,200.00 

411,900.00 

3.52 

12,501,100.00 

388,900.00 

3.21 

13,254,100.00 

753,000.00 

6.03 

15.504,250.00 

2,250,150.00 

16.98 

15,854,600.00 

350,350.00 

2.26 

25.500.00 

24.800.00 

20,700.00 

15,800.00 

16,900.00 

13,900.00 

11.674.800.00 

—89.350.00 

—.76 

12,087,400.00 

412.600.00 

3.53 

12.480,400.00 

393,000.00 

3.25 

13,238,300.00 

757,900.00 

6.07 

15.487,350.00 

2,249,050.00 

16.99 

15,840,700.00 

353,350.00 

2.28 

1.50 

1.70 

1.90 

2.50 

2.50 

2.50 

147,010.10 

1.427.05 

.98 

170,070.30 

23,060.20 

15.69 

194,655.40 

24,685.10 

14.46 

272,035.90 

77,380.50 

39.76 

321,188.25 

49,147.85 

18.07 

330,559.40 

9376.15 

2.92 

146.638.60 

1.440.55 

.99 

169,661.70 

23.023.10 

15.70 

194,277.10 

24,615.40 

14.51 

271,661.90 

77.384.80 

39.83 

820,781.75 

49.119.85 

19.08 

830.232.90 

9,451 .  15 

2.95 

14.000.76 

14.504.88 

18,720.60 

15.885.96 

18.584.82 

19.008.84 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 

Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  191S-lfl22. 


WEST  GREENWICH. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

Land 

$245,200.00 

3.550.00 

1.47 

109.400.00 

5.200.00 

4.99 

30.250.00 

1.250.00 

4.31 

9,700.00 

$200,050.00 

—45,150.00 

—18.41 

94,400.00 

—15,000.00 

—13.71 

29,850.00 

—400.00 

—1.32 

10,700.00 

1.000.00 

10.30 

335,000.00 

—59.550.00 

—15.09 

5.300.00 

329,700.00 

—60,550.00 

—15.51 

1.35 

4,421.28 

533.98 

13.73 

4,349.73 

505.43 

13.14 

296.73 

$215,250.00 

15.200  00 

7.60 

100.550.00 

6,150.00 

6.51 

34.700.00 

4.850.00 

16.25 

10.500.00 

—200.00 

—1.87 

361,000.00 

26,000.00 

7.76 

4.900.00 

356,100.00 

26.400.00 

8.01 

1.50 

5,299.60 

878.22 

19.86 

5,226.00 

876.27 

20.14 

320.49 

$215,600.00 

Increase. 

Per  Cent 

350.00 
.16 

ImprovenientA 

101.600.00 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

1.050  00 
1.04 

Tangible  Personal 

34.400  00 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

—300  00 
—  .86 

Intancible  Personal 

9.500.00 

Increase 

—1.000.00 

Per  Cent ...                         

-«.52 

Total  Valuation 

394,550.00 

10.000.00 

2.60 

4.300.00 

390.250.00 

9.500.00 

2.50 

1.00 

3,887.30 

—1,774.25 

—31.34 

3,844.30 

—1,760.25 

—31.41 

350.60 

861.100.00 

Increase 

100  00 

Per  Cent 

.02 

^Exemptions 

4.900  00 

Total  Assessed 

356.200.00 

Increase 

IOO  00 

Per  Cent 

.02 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

1.50 

Gross  Tax 

5.312  00 
12.50 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

.23 

Net  Tax 

6.238.50 

Increase 

12.50 

Per  Cent 

.23 

State  Tax 

427.44 

WEST  W 

AHWICK. 

1913.t 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

liand  .... 

$1,303,638.00 

1,303,638.00 

100.00 

4,893.723.00 

4,893,723.00 

100.00 

3,847,789.00 

3,847,789.00 

100.00 

630,625.00 

630,625.00 

100.00 

10,675,775.00 

10,675,775.00 

100.00 

232,000.00 

10,443,775.00 

10,443,775.00 

100.00 

1.00 

102,974.00 

102.974.00 

100.00 

100,660.00 

100,660.00 

100.00 

1.031.77 

$1,388,311.00 

84,673.00 

6.49 

4.968.940.00 

75,217.00 

1.53 

3,895,774.00 

47,985.00 

•   1.24 

629,750.00 

—875.00 

—.13 

10,882,775.00 

207.000.00 

1.93 

230,760.00 

10,652,015.00 

208,240.00 

1.99 

1.00 

105,049.25 

2,075.25 

2.01 

102,747.65 

2,087.65 

2.07 

9.586.81 

$1,317,969.00 

Increase  

—70,342.00 

Per  Cent 

-.5.06 

Improvements 

5,082.015.00 

Increase 

113.075.00 

Per  Cent 

..•••■-••••••■ 

2.27 

Tanidble  Personal 

3.775.213  00 

Increase 

-120.561.00 

Per  Cent 

—3  09 

Intangible  Personal 

667,178  00 

Increase • 

—62.572.00 

Per  Cent 

—9.93 

Total  Valuation 

10,742.375  00 

Increase 

—140,400  00 

Per  Cent 

—1  29 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 



27,000  00 
10,715.375.00 

Increase 

63,360  00 

Per  Cent 

.59 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

1.00 

Gross  Tax 

104,020  as 

Increase 

—1,028.57 

Per  Cent 

-97 

Net  Tax 

103,756  68 

Increase 

1.009.03 

Per  Cent 

.98 

State  Tax 

1,031.77 

12.858.45 

^Soldiers  and  inabilitv. 

tWarwick  and  West  Warwick  divided  in  1913. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increabb  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 

WEST  GREENWICH. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

$220,926.00 

5.325.00 

2.47 

$225,775.00 

4.850.00 

2.20 

$240,150.00 

14,375.00 

6.37 

$242,600.00 

2.450.00 

1.02 

$244,100.00 

1.500.00 

.62 

$245,600.00 

1,500.00 

.62 

101.460.00 

—150.00 

—.15 

101.550.00 

100.00 

.10 

111,100.00 

9,550.00 

9.41 

112,450.00 

1.350.00 

1.22 

118,350.00 

5.900.00 

5.25 

119,800.00 

1,450.00 

1.23 

32.700.00 

—1,700.00 

—4.94 

42.300.00 

0.600.00 

29.36 

48,5JK>.00 

6,250.00 

14.78 

47,950.00 

—600.00 

—1.24 

52.350.00 

4.400.00 

9.18 

54.450.00 

2.100.00 

4.02 

9.500.00 

9,500.00 

10.000.00 

500.00 

5.27 

400.800.00 

30,675.00 

8.09 

26,000.00 

16.000.00 

160.00 

429.000.00 

19.200.00 

4.69 

13.500.00 

—12.600.00 

—48.08 

428.300.00 

—700.00 

—  .17 

15.700.00 
2.200.00 

16.30 

364.575.00 

3.475.00 

.96 

379.125.00 

14.550.00 

3.99 

435,560.00 

7,250.00 

1.69 

4.900.00 

4,900.00 

4.400.00 

4,400.00 

4.400.00 

3,400.00 

359.675.00 

3,475.00 

.98 

374.225.00 

14.550.00 

4.05 

405,400.00 

31,175.00 

8.33 

424,600.00 

19,200.00 

4.74 

423.900.00 

—700.00 

—.17 

432,150.00 

8.250.00 

1.95 

1.50 

5.364.13 

52.18 

1.50 

5,582.38 

218.25 

1.50 

6,037.00 

454.63 

1.60 

6,149.00 

112.00 

1.50 

6,276.00 

127.00 

1.75 

7.410.18 
1.134.18 

.98 

4.07 

8.15 

1.86 

2.07 

18.07 

5.290.63 

52.13 

1.00 

5.508.88 

218.25 

4.13 

5.971.00 

462.12 

8.39 

6,083.00 

112.00 

1.88 

6,210.00 

127.00 

2.09 

7,350.68 

1,140.68 

18.37 

431.61 

449.07 

608.10 

509.52 

508.68 

518.58 

WEST  WARWICK. 


1917. 


$1,320,822.00 

2.853.00 

.22 

5,185.627.00 

103.612.00 

2.04 

3.836.839.00 

61.626.00 

1.63 

657,333.00 

90.155.00 

15.90 

11.000.621.00 

258,246.00 

2.40 

27.000.00 

10.973.621.00 

258.246.00 

2.41 

1.00 

106.062.21 

2.041.53 

1.06 

105,798.21 

2.041.53 

1.97 

13,168.34 


1918. 


$1,338,628.00 

17.806.00 

1.35 

5.356.199.00 

170,672.00 

3.29 

3.918.204.00 

81,365.00 

2.12 

689,772.00 

32.439.00 

4.94 

11.302.803.00 

302.182.00 

2.75 

23,930.00 

11,278,873.00 

305,252.00 

2.78 

1.15 

124,808.94 

18,746.73 

17.67 

124,541.25 

18.743.04 

17.72 

13.534.64 


1919. 


$1,222,411.00 

—118,217.00 

—8.68 

5,646,159.00 

289,060.00 

5.41 

3,791.271.00 

—126,933.00 

—3.24 

702,838.00 

13,066.00 

1.89 

11,362,679.00 

69,876.00 

.63 

24.280.00 

11.338.399.00 

59.526.00 

.53 

1.35 

146.719.20 

21.910.26 

17.66 

146,400.02 

21.859.67 

17.66 

17,007.69 


1920. 


$1,150,148.00 

—72.263.00 

—5.91 

5,887,717.00 

241,558.00 

4.28 

4,090,311.00 

299,040.00 

7.89 

691,460.00 

—11,378.00 

—1.62 

11.819,636.00 

456,967.00 

4.02 

26,480.00 

11,793.156.00 

454,757.00 

4.01 

1.70 

191.944.81 

46.225.61 

30.82 

191.507.66 

45,106.73 

30.81 

14,151.78 


1921. 


$1,170,653.00 

20.505.00 

1.78 

6,192.082.00 

304.365.00 

5.17 

4,445.676.00 

355.366.00 

8.69 

928.711.00 

237,261.00 

34.31 

12,737,122.00 

917«486.00 

7.76 

22,015.00 

12,715,107.00 

921,951.00 

7.82 

1.70 

204,457.82 

12,613.01 

6.52 

204,096.57 

12.588.92 

6.57 

16,258.12 


1922. 


$1,180,025.00 

9,372.00 

.80 

6,763,806.00 

571.723.00 

9.23 

4.995.270.00 

549.604.00 

12.36 

942.631.00 

13.920.00 

1.50 

13.881.731.00 

1,144.609.00 

8.98 

26,015.00 

13,856.716.00 

1.140.609.00 

8.97 

1.76 

223.736.21 

19,277.39 

9.43 

223.306.96 

19.209.39 

9.41 

16.626.85 
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TABLE  X.— Concluded. 

Incrbase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Nit  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  bt  Citibs  and  Towns,  1013-1922. 


WOONSOCKET. 


Land . . : 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvementa 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal. . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  |I00 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1013. 


18.418.100.00 

2.040.000.00 

31.98 


13.406.050 

449.700 

3 

5.229.100 
15.700 

1.122.550 

39.300 

3 

28.175.800 

2,544,700 

9 

768.600 

27.407,200 

2.856.050 

11 

1 

464.395 

42.749 

10 

451.342 

48.048 

11 

24.198 


.00 
.00 
.47 

.00 
.00 
.30 

.00 
.00 
.63 

.00 
.00 
.93 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.63 

.70 

.45 
.00 
.14 

.25 
.45 
.91 

.25 


1014. 


$8,395,100.00 

—23.000.00 

—.27 

13,850.300.00 

453.250.00 

3.36 

6.887.050.00 

1.657,950.00 

31.70 

2.307.900.00 

1,185.350.00 

105.59 

31.449.350.00 

3.273.550.00 

11.61 

868.600.00 

30.580.750.00 

3.173.550.00 

11.58 

1.70 

604.636.25 

40,240.80 

8.66 

489.883.05 

38.540.80 

8.54 

27,522.67 


1915. 


$8,453,120.00 

58,020.00 

-.60 

14.675.900.00 

816.600.00 

5.89 

7.113.950.00 

226.900.00 

3.29 

2.220.700.00 

—87,200.00 

--3.77 

32.463.670.00 

1.014,320.00 

3.22 

838.470.00 

31.625.200.00 

1,044,450.00 

3.41 

1.70 

523.013.29 

18,377.04 

3.64 

506,759.30 

18.876.25 

3.85 

28,462.68 


1916. 


$8,406,700.00 

—46.420.00 

—.54 

14.566.550.00 
>-100,350.00 

—.74 

7.149.250.00 
35.300.00 

.49 

2,274.675.00 

53,975.00 

2.43 

32,397,175.00 

—66.405.00 

—.20 

27,700.00 

32,369,475.00 

744,275.00 

2.35 

1.70 

521,181.20 

—1332.09 

—.35 

520.710.30 

11,051.00 

2.34 

38.843.37 


THE  STATE. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements .... 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal . 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation.. . 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions , 

Total  Assessed 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

tRate 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase , 

Percent 

Bute  Tax 


1913. 


$182,128,524.00 

7,750,442.50 

4.45 

267,427,947.00 

9,605,191.00 

3.72 

102,590,445.00 

4,847,855.05 

4.96 

115.228.864.00 

18.469.992.00 

19.08 

667,375,780.00 

40.673.480.55 

6.49 

6.816.912.00 

660.558.868.00 

41,548,659.55 

6.71 

14.71 

8.674,753.22 

384,710.18 

4.64 

8,586.709.99 

394.317.46 

4.81 

578.395.07 


1914. 


$183,148,580.75 

1.020,056.75 

.56 

276,087,725.00 

8.659,778.00 

3.23 

104,639,527.00 

2,049,082.00 

1.99 

123,831,773.50 

8,602,909.50 

7.46 

687,707,606.25 

20.331,826.25 

3.04 

6.085,962.00 

681.621,644.25 

21,062,776.25 

3.18 

14.82 

8,938,820.56 

264,067.34 

3.04 

8,855,684.15 

268,974.16 

3.13 

613,041.30 


1915. 


$184,941,366.00 

1,792.785.25 

.97 

284,933.722.00 

8.845,997 .00 

3.20 

105,271.264.00 

631.737.00 

.60 

126.715,504.00 

2,883,820.60 

2.32 

701,861,946.00 

14,154,339.75 

2.05 

5,289.662.00 

696,572.284.00 

14,950,639.75 

2.19 

15.58 

0.541,390.00 

602,569.44 

6.74 

0,468,299.24 

012,615.09 

6.91 

626,915.05 


1916. 


$186,004^56.00 

1,152.990.0; 

.63 

292.687.684.00 

7,753.962.00 

2.72 

110.621.014.00 

5.349.750.00 
5.W 

135.736.347.00 
0.020.753. 00 

7.12 

725.139.401.00 

23.277.455.00 

3.32 

929.071.00 

724.210,330.00 

27.638.0^.M 

15.79 

9.850.117.» 

308.727.39 

9,837,092.^ 

368.793.0J 

869.053.46 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 

fAverage  local  rate  per  $1,000,  (not  including  intangible). 
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TABLE  X.— Concluded. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by-  Cities  and  Towns,  1913-1922. 


WOONSOCKET. 


1917. 


$8,768,600.00 

361,900.00 

4.30 

15.640.200.00 

1.073,650.00 

7.37 

9,326.300.00 

2,177.050.00 

30.45 

2,447,225.00 

172,550.00 

7.59 

36,182,325.00 

3.785,150.00 

11.68 

26,700.00 

36.155.625.00 

3.786.150.00 

11.70 

1.70 

583.285.60 

62,104.40 

11.92 

582.831.70 

62,121.40 

11.93 

43.386.75 


1918. 


$9,000,450.00 

231,850.00 

2.64 

15,982.900.00 

342,700.00 

2.19 

10,312.900.00 

986.600.00 

10.58 

2.574,750.00 

127,525.00 

5.21 

37,871.000.00 

1,688,675.00 

4.67 

25.700.00 

37,845,300.00 

1,689,675.00 

4.67 

1.70 

610.335.25 

27.049.65 

4.64 

609.898.35 

27.066.65 

4.64 

45.414.36 


1919. 


$8,990,600.00 

—0,850.00 

—  .11 

16,304,600.00 

321,700.00 

2.01 

13,416,850.00 

3,103,950.00 

30.09 

2,836,300.00 

261,550.00 

10.15 

41,548,350,00 

3,677,350.00 

9.71 

24.700.00 

41,523,650.00 

3,678,350.00 

9.72 

2.00 

785,586.20 

175,250.96 

28.71 

€85,092. 20 

175,193.85 

28.73 

62,285.47 


1920. 


$10,431,150.00 

1,440,550.00 

16.02 

19.871,550.00 

3,566,950.00 

21.88 

16,957,550.00 

3,540,700.00 

26.39 

3,039,675.00 

203,375.00 

7.17 

50,299,925.00 

8,751,575.00 

21.06 

19,200.00 

50.280,725.00 

8,757,075.00 

21.09 

2.00 

957,363.70 

171.777.60 

21.87 

956,979.70 

171,887.60 

21.90 

60,336.87 


1921. 


$10,567,200.00 

136.050.00 

1.30 

21.442,000.00 

1,570,450.00 

7.90 

20.983,500.00 

4,025,950.00 

23.74 

3,283,750.00 

244,075.00 

8.03 

56,276,450.00 

5,976,525.00 

11.88 

21,000.00 

56,255,450.00 

5,974,725.00 

11.88 

2.00 

1,072,989.00 

115,625.30 

12.08 

1,072,569.00 

115.589.30 

12.08 

67,506.54 


1922. 


$10,573,900.00 

6,700.00 

.06 

27,657,600.00 

6,215,600.00 

28.99 

21,288,250.00 

304,750.00 

1.45 

3,523,575.00 

239,825.00 

7.30 

63,043,325.00 

6,766,875.00 

12.02 

15,700.00 

63,027,625.00 

6,772,175.00 

11.95 

2.00 

1,204,489.30 

131.500.30 

12.26 

1.204,175.30 

131,606.30 

12.27 

75.633.15 


THE  STATE. 


1917. 


$195,834,163.00 

9.739.807.00 

5.23 

303.809.508.00 

11.121.914.00 

3.80 

124,747,599.00 

14.126.585.00 

12.77 

145.927.531.00 

10.191.184.00 

7.60 

770.318.891.00 

45.179,490.00 

6.23 

971.226.00 

769,347.665.00 

45,137.335.00 

6.23 

16.65 

10,983.926.88 

1.133.809.49 

11.51 

10.969.380.23 

1.132,287.92 

11.51 

923,217.09 


1918. 


$200,194,411.00 

4,360.248.00 

2.23 

310,721,299.00 

6,911,701.00 

2.28 

141.233,944.00 

16,486.345.00 

13.22 

149,554,960.00 

3.627.429.00 

2.49 

801.704.614.00 

31.385,723.00 

4.07 

866,776.00 

800,837,838.00 

31,490,173.00 

4.09 

16.82 

11,572,227.36 

588,300.48 

5.35 

11,559,086.76 

589,706.53 

5.37 

961.005.26 


1919. 


$203,248,759.00 

3.054.348.00 

1.53 

322.161.722.00 

11,440,423.00 

3.68 

154,114,718.00 

12,880,774.00 

9.12 

168.977,318.00 

19,422,358.00 

12.99 

848.502,517.00 

46,797,903.00 

5.84 

854,746.00 

847,647,771.00 

46,809,933.00 

5.85 

19.20 

13,720,994.56 

2,148,767.20 

18.57 

13,706,387.02 

2,147,300.26 

18.58 

1.271,471.51 


1920. 


$211,539,862.00 

8,291,103.00 

4.08 

387,594,524.00 

65,432,802.00 

20.31 

186,111,194.00 

31,996,476.00 

20.76 

203,499,468.00 

34,522,160.00 

20.43 

988,745,048.00 

140,242,531.00 

16.53 

777,802.00 

987,967,246.00 

140,319,475.00 

16.65 

20.97 

17,275,848.93 

3,554,854.37 

25.91 

17,261,156.02 

3,554,769.00 

25.93 

1.185.560.56 


1921. 


$214,732,516.00 

3,192,654.00 

1.51 

402,507.605.00 

14,913,081.00 

3.85 

199,078,628.00 

12,967,434.00 

6.97 

186,989,370.00 

—16,510.098.00 

—8.11 

1,003,308,119.00 

14,563,071.00 

1.47 

756,334.00 

1,002,561,785.00 

14.584,539.00 

1.47 

21.08 

17,958.591.94 

682,743.01 

3.95 

17,943,606.92 

682,450.90 

3.95 

1,204,262.00 


1922. 


$216,821,812.00 

2,089.296.00 

.97 

425.317,284.00 

22.809.659.00 

5.67 

203,984,427.00 

4.905.799.00 

2.47 

201.266.714.00 

14,277,344.00 

7.64 

1,047,890,217.00 

44,082,098.00 

4.40 

699,581.00 

1,046,690,636.00 

44,138,851.00 

4.40 

21.11 

18.668,622.76 

710,030.82 

3.95 

18,654,904.61 
711,297.6 
3.9(1 

1.256,028.62 
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ANNALYSIS  OF  INHERITANCE  TAX  LAWS. 


The  following  tables  are  intended  to  supply  a  brief  r6sum6  of  the 
inheritance  tax  laws  of  the  several  states  and  territories  of  theUnited 
States,  showing  classes,  rates  and  amounts  of  exemptions. 

Reference  to  classes  in  foot-notes  is  made  by  numerical  des^a- 
tion.  As  exemptions  vary  in  amount,  especially  in  class  (1),  the 
beneficiaries  are  grouped  separately,  and  the  exemption  placed  after 
each  group.  Reference  to  rates  will  also  indicate  this  method  of 
differentiation. 

Where  the  words  "rate  is  on  excess"  appear  in  the  foot-note,  the 
rate  per  centum  given  in  any  respective  division  applies  to  the  higher 
or  intermediate  amounts  and  not  to  the  lower;  the  preceding  rate, 
if  any,  applies  to  the  lower  amount.  If  rate  is  not  on  excess  it  is  upon 
the  entire  amount  of  the  transfer. 

The  beneficial  interest,  and  not  the  estate,  is  taxed  as  a  unit  in 
every  case,  unless  otherwise  indicated. 

Exemptions  apply  to  each  beneficiary,  to  a  class  as  a  whole,  or  are 
apportioned  among  beneficiaries,  in  a  few  states,  when  the  interest 
of  the  beneficiarj'^  is  expectant  or  less  than  a  fee. 

The  following  distinction  between  a  limitation  and  an  exemption, 
which  may  not  be  clearly  drawn  in  the  foot-notes,  since  the  word 
exemption  is  used  exclusively,  should  be  noted.  Whenever  transfers 
of  a  certain  amount  or  less,  of  less  than  a  certain  amount,  or  not 
exceeding  a  certain  amount,  are  not  taxable,  the  language  imports  a 
limitation  upon  the  value  of  transfers  subject  to  the  act,  and,  strictly 
speaking,  does  not  create  an  exemption. 

Brief  mention  has  been  made  in  the  foot-notes  of  transfers  exempt 
from  inheritance  taxation,  taxation  of  non-residents'  estates,  and 
other  special  provisions  of  statutes. 

This  department  is  indebted  to  the  authorities  of  the  various 
states,  administering  inheritance  tax  statutes,  for  their  valuable 
assistance,  cooperation  and  suggestions. 
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ALABAMA. 


Had  coUfttentl  inheritance  tax 
on  personal  property  only 
from  1848  to  1868. 


BATm  AKD  EXBMPTIONB. 


Ck>natitution  adopted  in  1901.  section  219.  prohibits  a  direct  io- 
heritance  tax  and  allows  for  aoUateral  tax  limited  to  2^^- 
This  tax  has  never  been  made  effective  by  statute. 


ALASKA. 


Wife,  lineal  issue 

$10,000.  no  Ux. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$15^ 

$15,000 

to 
$30,000 

2% 

$30,000 

to 

$60,000 

2H% 

$50,000 

to 

$100,000 

3% 

Over 

$100,000 
3H% 

Husband,  adopted  or  aeknowl- 
edced  cbild,  lineal  issue  of 
sucn  child 

$10,000,  no  tax. 

1H% 

3% 

3H% 

4H% 

6M% 

lineal  ancfistor .............. 

$3,000.  no  tax. 

IH% 

8% 

3X% 

4H% 

&H% 

Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  daughter>in-law.  son> 
in-law . . . . , 

$1,000.  no  tax. 

3% 

6% 

7H% 

9% 

\0H% 

Aunt,     uncle,    descendant    of 
same 

$250.  no  tax. 

4% 

8% 

10% 

12% 

14% 

All  others 

$100.  no  tax. 

6% 

10% 

12H% 

16% 

17H% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  municipal  corporations  within  the  territory  for  strictly  town  or  municipal  purpose! 
are  exempt;  transfers  to  value  of  $2,500  to  public  hospital,  academy.  ooHece.  university,  seminary 
of  learning,  church  or  institution  of  purely  charity  within  the  territory  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  property  of  within  the  territory,  or  within  its  jurisdiction;  includes  real 
estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of 
national  banks,  located  in  Alaska,  money  on  deposit,  mortgages  on  Alaska  real  estate,  and  debts 
owed  by  Alaska  reskients. 
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ARIZONA. 


CXabseb. 

Ratbb  and  Ejoqiptionb. 

Wife 

$10,000,  no  tax. 

Includes  all 

statutory  and 

other 

allowances. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$26,000 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000 

2% 

$60,000 

to 
$100,000 

3% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000 

4% 

Over 

$500,000 
6% 

Husband,    lineal  inue.   lineal 
anceetor,    adopted     or    ac- 
knowledjted  chud,  lineal  iamie 
of  name ....    ,    .    .    . . . . .    , , 

$2,000.  no  tax. 

Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  daughter-in-law,    son- 
in-law  

$500.  no  tax. 

2% 

4% 

6% 

8% 

10% 

Unde,    aunt,    descendant    of 
same 

$260,  no  tax. 

3% 

6% 

9% 

12% 

15% 

Great  unde,   great  aunt,   de- 
scendant of  same 

$150,  no  tax. 

4% 

8% 

12% 

16% 

20% 

All  others 

$100,  no  tax. 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

25<7« 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.  Proportional  exemptions  to  non- 
residents. 

Transfers  to  municipal  corporations  within  the  state  for  strictly  county,  town,  or  municipal  pur^ 
poses,  or  to  state  corporations  organised  solely  for  religious,  charitable,  or  educational  purposes,  to 
be  used  exclusively  for  such  purposes  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  property  within  the  state  or  within  its  jurisdiction;  includes  real  estate, 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic 
corporations  and  of  foreign  corporations  owning  property  or  doing  business  within  the  state,  stock 
of  national  banks,  located  in  Arisona.  mortgagee  on  Arixona  real  estate,  debts  due  from  Arisona 
residents,  and  all  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 
Value  of  stock,  bonds,  securities  of  foreign  corporations  apportioned  on  property  basis.  Tangible 
pefBonal  property  of  a  resident  decedent,  located  without  the  state  not  tamd  if  foreign  jurisdiction 
grants  like  exemption  to  its  own  residents  leaving  like  property  in  Arisona. 


ARKANSAS. 


Wife 

Minor  child 

Father,  mother,  husband;  child, 
brother,  sister,  son-m-law, 
daughter-in-law.  adopted  or 
acknowledged  child 

Alloth«» 


$3,000  if  by 
will,  $5,000 
if  by  intes- 
tacy, no  tax. 


$3,000,  no  tax. 


$1,000,  no  tax. 


$500,  no  tax. 


§ 


M     . 

o«» 


1% 


4% 


s 

Q 


2% 


8% 


3 


3% 


12% 


§ 

5 

4% 


16% 


8 

S 


6% 


20% 


8 


6% 


24% 


7% 


28% 


5 

O 


8% 


32% 


Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  in  good  faith  to  societies,  corporations  and  institutions  now  or  hereafter  exempted  by 
law  from  taxes,  or  for  any  charitable,  benevolent,  educational,  public  or  other  like  work,  are  exempt. 

Tangible  property  of  a  resident  decedent,  located  without  the  state  is  not  taxed. 

Non-residents:  taxes  tangible  property  within  the  state  {real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise) or  intangible  property  consisting  of  shares  of  stock  or  of  bonds  of  domestic  corporations,  or 
of  foreign  corporations  owning  property  within  the  state.  Value  of  stock  and  bonds  of  foreign 
ewporationa  apportioned  on  property  basis. 
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CALIFORNIA. 


Claues. 


Wife. 


Minor  child . 


HuBband.  lineal  ancestor,  lineal 
i88ue(otber  than  minor  child) 
adopted  or  acknowledged 
child,  lineal  issue  of  such 
child 


Brother,  sister,  descendant,  of 
same,  son-in-law,  dauchter- 
in-law 


Aunt,    imde,    descendant    of 
same 


All  others. 


S2.000 
no  tax. 


fl.OOO 
no  tax. 


f.500 
no  tax. 


Rates  and  ExEMPTtoNs. 


5^t 
/C 


8% 

10% 

10% 

15% 

Over 

f  100.000 

20% 


Over 

$200,000 

20% 


Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  for  charitable,  benevolent  and  educational,  public  purposes  or  other  like  work  for  use 
-within  the  state,  and  to  societies,  corporations,  and  institutions  now  or  hereafter  exempted  by  law 
from  taxation,  are  exempt. 

Exemptions  are  deducted  from  asgregate  amount  of  property  transferred  and  the  remainder 
taxed  at  the  rates  at  which  it  would  have  been  taxed  had  no  exemption  whatever  been  allowed. 
This  results  in  the  application  of  the  initial  rate  upon  a  full  S25,000  of  value  whenever  the  estate 
equals  or  exceeds  $25,000  plus  the  exemption,  t.  e.,  $50,000  to  a  husband — exempt  $10,000 — 
$25,000  at  1%  equals  $250;  $15,000  at  2%  equaU  $300. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  state,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  includes  real  estate, 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks,  located  in 
California  and  mortgages  on  California  real  estate. 

Chambers  v.  Mumford  (187  Cal.  228)  would  seem  to  hold  the  intangibles  of  a  non-resident 
not  taxable,  if  not  held  in  California  for  business  purposes;  if  held  in  California  for  business 
purposes,  such  property  probably  would  be  taxable  under  Estate  of  McCahill  (171  Cal.  482) 
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COLORADO. 


Classes. 


Rates  and  Exbuptionb. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
child,  adopted  child,  lineal, 
descendant. 


Dauchter-in-law,  son-in-law, 
grandfather^  grandmother, 
brother,  sister. 


Uttde,    aunt,    nephew,    niece, 
lineal  descendant  of  same. 


All  others. 


Wife,  $20,000 

All  others, 

$10,000. 


$2,000, 
no  tax. 


Less  than 

$500. 
no  tax. 


Less  than 
$500,  no  tax. 


6    w 

8    d 
®  So 

V  e 


V  oS 
^6? 


S^ 


7%. 


OUdv9 


«»«»iO 


8% 


595  ko 


0>Ok^ 


0%. 


8.4 


§i 


10% 


^ 


OuSvO 


8S^ 


12% 


ol 


1^ 


0JIQC4 


14% 


5S2 


5Ss 


16% 


Highest  rate  appUee  to  the  entire  amount  of  transfer,  as  for  example,  $260,000  to  a  son:  exempt 
$10,000;  $250,000  ^  5%  equals  $12,500.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.  Exemption 
in  Sid  and  4th  classes  aj^jlies  only  when  share  is  less  than  $500.  Exemption  in  Ist  and  2nd 
HtiHsnw  applies  only  if  property  vests  in  perpetuity. 

Transfers  to  the  state  or  to  a  city,  town  or  other  municipality  or  for  the  use  of  public  libraries, 
for  rdigious  or  charitable  purposes  exclusively,  or  for  schools  or  colleges  not  for  profit,  when  situated 
or  the  property  is  limited  for  use  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  property,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  within  the  state;  includes,  real 
estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stocks,  bonds,  securities  of  domes- 
tic oorporations,  or  of  foreign  corporations  qualified  to  do  business  in  the  state,  stock  of  national 
banks  located  in  ColoradQ,  mortgage  on  Colorado  real  estate,  debts  due  from  Colorado  residents, 
and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownenhip  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 

No  proportional  deduction  of  debts,  expenses,  etc.,  of  a  non-resident's  estate  allowed  against  the 
property  located  in  Colorado. 


COLUMBIA,  DISTRICT  OF 


None. 


Act  passed  House  in  1910;  failed  in  Senate. 
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CONNECTICUT. 


ChxmsB. 


Ratkb  and  Exbmptionb. 


Parent,  grand-parent,  husband, 
wife,  lineal  descendant, 
adopted  child,  lineal  de- 
scendant of  same,  adoptive 
parent 

8on>in-4aw,  daughter-in-law. 
stMpofaild,  brother,  sister,  full 
or  nail  blood,  descendant  of 
same 

All  others 


$^0,000  to 

entire  class, 

no  tax. 


$3,000  to 
entire  class, 
no  tax. 


$500  to 

entire  class, 

no  tax. 


Over  ex- 
emption to 
$25^000, 
1%. 


2% 


5% 


$25,000  to 
$100,000, 

2%. 


3% 


•% 


$100,000  to 
$200,000. 


*% 


7% 


Orer 

$200.0CX). 

4%. 


5% 


8% 


Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  dass  as  a  whole,  therefore,  $13,600  is  the  grestat 
total  exemption  allowed.    Proportional  exemptions  to  non-resident's  estates. 

Gifts  for  exhibition  purposes,  or  to  municipal  corporations  or  institutions  receiving  state  aid  snd 
to  be  used  within  the  state  are  entirely  exempt.  Gifts  to  foreign,  religious,  educational,  literary, 
charitable,  missionary,  benevolent,  hospital,  infirmary  corporations,  also  for  enforoemoit  of  lavs 
relating  to  children  or  animals,  and  to  municipal  corporations  for  a  specific  public  purpose  are 
exempt,  provided  foreign  jurisdiction  grants  exemption  in  like  cases  to  gifts  by  Connecticut 
decedents. 

Statutory  provision  for  awsfwing  back  taxes  for  a  period  of  five  years  preceding  death  where 
property  has  not  been  sssosscd  a  town  or  city  tax  or  upon  which  no  tax  has  been  paid  to  the  state 
during  the  year  preceding  the  date  of  death.  By  judicial  determination  this  statute  has  been 
construed  to  be  a  penalty  in  the  nature  of  a  tax,  subject  to  reduction  at  rate  of  two  per  centum  per 
annum  for  each  of  the  five  years  i^evious  to  decedent's  death,  when  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that 
the  obligation  to  return  for  assessment  and  taxation  either  did  not  exist  or  had  been  assumed  by  the 
decedent. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property,  including  mon^  on  deptmU 
shares  of  capital  stock  or  registered  bonds,  of  all  corporations  oiiganiaed  and  existing  under  the  laws 
of  the  state,  and  all  other  intangible  personal  property  including  bonds,  securities,  shares  of  stock 
and  choses  in  action,  the  evidences  of  ownerahip  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 

DELAWARE. 


Parent,     jBrand-parent,      hus- 
band, wife,  child,  son-in-law. 
daugntei^in-law,        adopted 
child,  lineal  descendant. 

$3,000,  no  tax. 

Over 
exemption 
to  $80,000. 

1% 

$30,000  to 

$100,000. 

2% 

$100,000  to 
$200,000. 

8% 

Over 

$900,000. 

4% 

Brother,  sister,  whole  or  half 
blood,    aunt,    uncle,    great 
aunt,  great  uncle,  linesl  de- 
scendant of  same. , . . , 

$1,000,  no  tax. 

Over 

exemption 

to  $25,000. 

2% 

$25,000  to 

$100,000. 

8% 

4% 

5% 

All  OthftTB .... 

No  exemption. 

• 

5% 

6% 

7% 

3% 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.  Transfers  to  or  in  trust  for  chari- 
table, educational,  historical  or  religious  societies  or  institutions,  or  cities,  or  towns  for  public 
improvement,  or  to  school  districts  or  library  commission,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  (except  shares  of  the  cental 
stock  of  corxmrations  created  under  the  laws  of  this  state  when  owned  by  persons  without  this 
state);  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stodc  of 
national  banks  located  in  Delaware,  mortgages  on  Delaware  real  estate,  and  d^ts  due  from  Delaware 
residents. 
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FLORIDA. 


KkTEB  AMD  ExnCPTIONS. 


None. 


PUMge  of  act  by  iQcUiiture  attempted  in  1015. 


GEORGIA. 


Wife,  hueband,  child,  adopted 
in-law 

$6,000, 
no  tax. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000. 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

2% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000. 

2H% 

Over 
$500,000. 

■ 

Lineal   descendant,  lineal  an- 
oeator 

$2,000, 
no  tax. 

8% 

Brother,    eieter.    full    or    half 
blood,  stepchild 

No  exemp- 
tion. 

8% 

4H% 

e% 

7H% 

0% 

Unde,  aunt,  n^hew,  niece. . . . 

No  exemp- 
tion. 

6% 

7H% 

10% 

12H% 

15% 

All  others 

No  exemp- 
tion. 

14% 

17H% 

7%           10>^% 

21% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  solely  for  educational,  literary,  scientific,  religious  or  charitable  purposes,  or  to  the 
state  or  any  county  or  municipal  corporation  for  public  purposes,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:    taxes  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  iiroperty  within  the  state;  includes  real 
estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  deposit. 

HAWAII. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
child,    grand-child,    adopted 
child  (if  not  aliens  or  non- 
residents of  United  States). . 

$5,000 
no  tax. 

$5,000  to 
$20,000. 

1H% 

$20,000  to 
$50,000. 

2% 

$50,000  to 
$100,000. 

2H% 

$100,000 
$250,000. 

3% 

Over 
$250,000. 

8H% 

AH  others  (if  not  aliens  or  non- 
residents of  United  States) . . 

$500 
no  tax. 

$500  to 
$5,000. 

3% 

$5,000  to 
$20,000. 

5% 

$20,000  to 

$50,000. 

5M% 

$50,000  to 

$100,000. 

6% 

Over 

$100,000. 

6H% 

Aliens     or     non-residents     of 
United  States 

$500. 
no  tax. 

10%  on  excess. 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  benefioiary. 

Transfers  to  societies,  corporations  and  institutions  exempted  by  law  or  for  charitable,  benevo- 
lent, educational,  public  purposes  or  other  like  work,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  territory;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
ehandise,  money  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securities,  etc.,  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national 
banks,  located  in  Hawaii,  mortgages  on  Hawaiian  real  estate,  debts  owed  by  Hawaiian  residents, 
and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  territory. 
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IDAHO. 


Clames. 

Ri 

iTBB  AMD   EXBtmONa. 

Wife,  minor  child 

flO.000. 
no  tax. 

Over 

tion  to 
$25,000. 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000. 

1,4*1 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

2% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000. 

2H% 

Over' 

$500,000. 

HuabAnd,    lineal    iBSue,    lineal 
anoeator,     adopted     or    ac- 
knowledced  chud,  lineal  irnie 
of  same 

94.000. 
no  tax. 

39c 

Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  son-in-law.  daushter- 
in^w 

t2.000. 
no  tax. 

w% 

24*1 

3% 

3H% 

4W% 

Aunt,    uncle,    descendant    of 
same ,      ....          

$1,500. 
no  tax. 

3% 

4H7c 

6% 

7H% 

9% 

Great  aunt,   great  uncle,  de- 

$1,000, 
no  tax. 

4% 

6% 

8% 

107c 

12% 

All  others 

$500. 
no  tax. 

5% 

7H% 

10% 

12H% 

15% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  ^plies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  societies,  corporations  and  institutions  exempt  by  law,  or  to  public  corporatiMis,  or 
for  charitable,  benevolent,  educational,  public,  or  other  Uke  purposes,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  state;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  mer^ 
chandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stodc,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic  corporations,  atook  of 
^lational  banks,  located  in  Idaho,  and  mortgages  on  Idaho  real  estate. 
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ILLINOIS. 


Clamcs. 

Rateb  ahd  ExxMpnoNa. 

F»ther.    mother,    lineiJ    an- 
oMtor.  hnbABd.  wife,  child, 

adopted  duld,  aeknowledged 
cJiiM,  lineal  deaoendantbom 
in  lawful  wedlock 

^20,000, 
no  tax. 

Hrat 
$50,000, 
or  part 
thereof 
over  ex- 
emption, 

2% 

$50,000 

to 
$150,000. 

4% 

$150,000 

to 
$250,000, 

6% 

$250,000 

to 
$500,000. 

10% 

Over 
$500,000. 

14% 

Brother,  aiater 

$10,000, 
no  tax. 

Uncle,   aunt,    nieee,    nephew. 
Hneal  deacendant  of  aame. 

$500 
no  tax. 

FiiBt 
$20,000 
or  part 
'  thereof 
over  ex- 
emption, 
6% 

$20,000 

to 
$70,000, 

8% 

$70,000, 

to 
$170,000, 

12% 

Over 
$170,000, 

1«% 

All  othen 

$100, 
no  tax. 

Firet 
$20,000 
or  part 
thereof 
over  ex- 
emption, 

10% 

$20,000 

to 
$50,000, 

12% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

16% 

$100,000. 

to 
$150,000. 

20% 

$150,000 

to 
$250,000. 

24% 

Over 
$250,000. 

30% 

Rate  is  on  exoeee.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Tranafere  for  hospital,  religious,  charitable,  Bible,  missionary,  tract,  scientific,  benevolent  or 
charitable  purjxMe,  or  in  trust  to  <diuroh.  institution  or  corporation,  not  for  profit,  for  such  purposes, 
are  exempt. 

Non-^^dent:  taxes  any  property  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  within  the  state;  includes  real  estate, 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic 
oorporationa,  stock  of  national  banks,  located  in  Illinois,  mortgages  on  Illinois  real  estate,  debts  due 
from  Dlinoia  residents,  and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the 
state. 
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INDIANA. 


Classks. 


Rates  and  Exucptxonb. 


Wife 

115.000. 
no  tax. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000. 

2% 

$50,000 

to 

$300,000. 

3% 

Over 
$300,000. 

Child  under  18   

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

4% 

Huiband,    lineal    iesue,    lineal 
anoeetor,    adopted    or    ao- 
knowledfed  ehud,  lineal  inue 
of  eame ...... 

$2,000,  no  Ux. 

Brother,  rister,  descendant  of 

■ame,  Bon-in-law,  dauchter- 

y  in-law 

$500.  no  tax. 

2% 

4% 

6% 

8% 

Unde,  aunt,  descendant  of  same 

$250.  no  tax. 

3% 

e% 

0% 

12% 

Great  unole,  great  aunt,   de- 
scendant of  same 

$150,  no  tax. 

4% 

8% 

127o 

16% 

Allothen 

$100,  no  Ux. 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

Rat^  is  on  exoeis.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiaiy. 


Transfers  to  county,  town  or  municipal  corporations  for  strictly  county,  town  or  municqial  par- 
poses,  or  to  the  bishop,  rector,  psstor,  trustee,  board  of  trustees,  or  governing  body  of  any  edaes- 
tional  or  religious  institution,  to  be  used  solely  for  religious,  charitable,  or  educational  purposei, 
within  the  state,  and  to  domestic  corporations  organised  solely  for  religious,  charitable  or  educa- 
tional purposes,  to  be  used  exclusively  for  such  purposes,  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Nonresident:  taxes  tangible  and  intangible  property  within  the  juriadiotion  of  the  state  psMiof 
by  will  or  intestate  law;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  deposit,  stock  of 
domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Indiana,  and  intangibles  the  evidenesi 
of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  atate. 

When  transfer  is  by  deed,  grant,  bargain,  sale  or  gift,  without  valuable  and  adequate  consideration, 
in  contemplation  of  death,  or  intended  to  take  effect  in  possession  or  enjoyment  at  or  after  death, 
tangible  property  only  of  a  non-resident  decedent  is  subject  to  tax. 
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IOWA. 


Classks. 


Rates  and  Exemptions. 


Wife,  husband 


Father,  mother,  lineal  descend- 
ant, adopted  or  ill^timate 
child 


All  others. 


Is 

•s-g 

.  O    <D    O 

•0*0  C 


$15,000 
no  tax. 


$1,000 
or  less, 
no  tax. 


in 

1% 


3 


W% 


2% 


§ 

o 


2H% 


8 

•» 
o 


3% 


•» 
o 

4% 


8 


o% 


6% 


7% 


$100,000 
or  less, 

5% 


$100,000 

to 
$200,000, 

6% 


Over 

$200,000, 

7% 


Highest  rate  applies  to  entire  amount  of  transfer. 
^  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary   except  where  property  passes  to  a  child  and  spouse  or 
lineal  descendant  of  such  child,  or  to  the  spouse  or  lineal  descendant  of  a  deceased  child;  in  such  case 
exemption  prorated  between  beneficiaries. 

Exemption  to  wife  or  husband  is  $15,000  plus  the  share  either  would  be  entitled  to  take  had 
decedent  died  intestate,  i.  e..  in  ease  of  wife  $15,000  plus  one-third  of  entire  estate. 

If  tranafer  is  over  $1,000  in  class  2,  no  exemption  is  allowed. 

Transfers  to  aliens,  non-residents  of  the  United  States  taxed  at  20%  except  when  such  foreign 
beneficiaries  are  brothers  or  sisters,  or  of  class  1.  in  which  esse  tax  is  10%. 

Proportion  of  entire  indebtedness  of  non-resident's  estate,  based  upon  entire  value  of  estate  to 
value  within  Iowa,  allowed  as  a  deduction. 

Transfers  to  societies  or  institutions  within  the  state  for  educational,  religious  or  public  chari- 
table purposes,  cemetery  associations,  humane  societies,  public  libraries,  public  art  galleries, 
hoqritals,  municipal  corporations  for  piuely  public  purposes,  for  care  of  burial  lot.  or  for  per- 
formance of  religious  sauces  ($500),  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  whether  real,  personal  or  mixed,  tangible  or  intan^ble  which  is 
within  the  state,  or  is  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  this  state,  or  which  is  after  death 
brought  within  the  state  and  becomes  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  state;  includes 
real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of 
domestic  corporations  and  mortgages  on  Iowa  raal  estate. 

KANSAS. 


Wife 

$75,000. 
no  tax. 

$25,000 
in  excess 
of  exemp- 
tion, H%. 

$35,000 

to 
$50,000. 

1% 

$50,000 

to 

$100,000 

1H% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000. 

2% 

Over 
$500,000, 

2H% 

Husband,  lineal  ancestor,  lineal 
descendant,    adopted    child, 
lineal    descendant  of    same, 
aon^in-law,  daughter-in-law. . 

$15,000. 
no  tax. 

1% 

2% 

8% 

4% 

5% 

Brother,  sister 

$5,000, 
no  tax. 

3% 

5% 

7H% 

10% 

12H% 

AU  others 

No  exemp- 
tion. 

5% 

7H% 

10% 

12H% 

15% 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Elxemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary;  where  transfer  is  less  than  $200 
above  exemption  in  class  1  or  2,  no  tax  is  assessed. 

When  a  aistributive  share  is  composed  of  property  both  within  and  without  the  state  only  such 
proportion  of  the  exemption  above  stated  is  allowed  as  the  value  of  the  property  within  the  state 
comprising  such  share  bears  to  the  total  value  of  such  share. 

Transfers  to  or  for  the  use  of  domestic  literary,  educational,  scientific,  religious,  benevolent  and 
charitable  sodeties  or  institutions,  and  to  or  for  the  use  of  the  state,  a  county  or  a  municipality  for 
publie  purpoees,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  aU  property,  corporeal  or  incorporeal  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state; 
includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock,  bonds,  and  securities  of  domestic  corpora- 
tions, stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Kansas,  money  on  deposit,  mortgages  on  Kansas  real 
estate  and  debts  owed  by  Kansss  residents. 


128 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


KENTUCKY. 


CLABSEfl. 

Ra 

T*a  ANn  ExBMrnoira. 

Wife,  minor  child 

$ioxx». 

no  tax. 

Over 

exeni|H 
tion 
$25,000. 

1% 

$26,000 

to 
$60,000. 

1H% 

$60,000 

to 
$100,000. 

2% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000. 

2H% 

Over 
$800,000. 

Huaband.    lineal    iatue.    lineal 
anoeator.     adopted    or    ao- 
knowledced  ehud,  lineal  iatue 
of  Mme . 

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

8% 

Brotiker,  siater,  deacendant  of 
■ame.  son-in-law,  dauchter> 
in-law 

$2,000. 
no  tax. 

1H% 

2k% 

3% 

3Ji% 

4H% 

Uncle,    aunt,    deteendant    of 
■ame. , .    , 

$1,500. 
no  tax. 

3% 

4H% 

6% 

7H% 

0% 

Great  uncle,   great  aunt,   de- 

$1,000. 
DO  tax. 

4% 

6% 

8% 

10% 

12% 

An  others 

$600. 
no  tax. 

5% 

7H% 

10% 

12H% 

15% 

Rate  is  on  exceas.    Exemption  i^kplies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Tranafen  to  municipal  oorporationa  in  state  for  public  purpoaea.  to  institutions  of  purely  public 
charity,  to  educational  inatitutions  not  for  gain,  or  in  trust  for  above  purpoaea.  are  exempt. 

Non-reaident:  Taxes  all  property  within  the  state;  includes  real  estate,  gooda.  wares,  mer- 
chandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of 
national  banks,  located  in  Kentucky,  mortgagee  on  Kentudcy  real  eatate,  debta  due  from  Kentucky 
residents,  and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 


LOUISIANA. 

« 

Direct  descendant,  by  blood  or 
affinity,     direct     ascendant, 
nusband,  wife 

$5,000, 
no  tax. 

Over 

exemption 

to 

$20,000, 

2% 

Over 
$20,000, 

3% 

Collaterals  (including  brother  or 
sister  by  affinity) 

$1,000. 
no  tax. 

5% 

7% 

All  othera 

$500. 
no  tax. 

Over 

exemption 

to 

$5,000, 

6% 

Over 

$5,000. 

10% 

Rate  is  on  exoeee.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  charitable,  religious  or  educational  institutions  located  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  Taxes  all  inroperty  of  every  nature  and  kind,  including  all  personal  property 
physically  in  the  state;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock,  bonds,  securities 
of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks,  located  in  Louisiana,  money  on  hand  or  on 
deposit,  mortgages  on  Louisiana  real  estate,  debts  due  from  Louisiana  residents,  and  intangiblcf 
the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 
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MAINE. 


Clamks. 

Rates  and  Exemptions. 

Husband,  wife,  father,  mother, 
child,  adopted  child,  adoptive 
parent 

$10,000,  no  tax. 

Over 

exemption  to 

$50,000. 

1% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

Over 
$100,000. 

Lineal  ancestor,  lineal  descend- 
ant, son-in-law,  daughter-in- 
Uw 

tfiOO.  no  tax. 

2% 

Brother,    sister,    uncle,    aunt, 
nephew,  niece,  cousin 

$500,  no  tax. 

4% 

4H% 

5% 

All  others 

$fi00.  no  tax. 

6% 

6% 

7% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Proportional  exemption  allowed  non-residents. 

Transfers  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  educational,  charitable,  religious  or  benevolent  institution  in 
the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  tangible  or  intangible, 
includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of 
domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Maine,  mortgagee  on  Maine  real  estate, 
and  debts  due  from  Maine  residents. 

Shares  of  any  railroad,  street  railroad,  telegraph  or  telephone  company  incoriwrated  in  the  state 
and  also  in  another  state  subject  to  proportional  valuation  on  mileage  basis. 

No  tax  assessed  against  property  of  a  resident  decedent's  estate  taxable  in  another  state,  tmless 
the  Maine  tax  is  higher,  in  which  case  the  excess  only  is  collected. 


MARYLAND. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
child,  lineal   descendants  of 
decedent 

Not  taxed. 

All  others 

$500, 
no  tax. 

Over  $500,  5%. 

Tax  on  collaterals  only.    Exemption  applies  to  estate  as  whole. 

No  exemption  for  religious,  charitable,  educational  or  like  purposes. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  property  within  the  state,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  passing  to  collaterals 
>nd  strangers;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  and 
public  and  private  securities  for  money  of  every  kind. 

Also  taxes  the  commissions  of  non-resident  executors  or  administrators  upon  the  transfer  of  stock 
of  domestic  business  corporations.  This  tax  is  1%  on  the  first  $20,000  of  value  of  the  stock 
transferred,  and  one-fifth  of  1%  on  the  balance.  Said  commissions  must  be  allowed  by  the 
Orphan's  Court,  cannot  be  waived  by  the  executors  or  administrators,  and  must  equal  the  amount 
of  the  tax. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


Clamu. 


Rates  and  Exbmptionb. 


Husband,  wife,  father,  mother, 
child,  adopted  child,  adoptive 
parent,  grand  child 


Lineal  ancestor,  ezoept  father 
or  mother;  lineal  deecend 
ant,  except  child  or  grand 
child;  lineal  descendant  of 
adopted  child;  lineal  ances- 
tor of  adoptive  |>arent;  son- 
in-law,  daoghtei^in-law 


tlO,000. 
no  tax. 


Brother,  sister,  half  or  whole 

blood,  nephew,  niece,  step-child, 

step-parent 


All  others . 


M 

*» 

o 
a 


B 

o 


go 


o 

a 
g 


B 


o^ 


r^ 


fl.OOO.      3% 
no  tax. 


$1,000. 
no  tax. 


5% 


5<^- 


/o 


67c 


4% 


7% 


7% 


i 


5% 


6% 


/o 


8%        9%       10% 


8% 


ss; 


;;-e? 


*  /O 


9% 


10% 


/c 


O 


8% 


11% 


11% 


9^e 


u*:-. 


\2^t 


Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary  but  only  when  the  transfer  does  not 
exceed  $10,000  in  class  1,  and  $1,000  in  classes  2,  3,  and  4,  but  in  no  event  must  Ui 
reduce  the  share  below  the  exempted  amount:  i.  «.,  $10,001  can  be  taxed  only  $1,  or  do 
share  less  than  $10,101.01  can  be  taxed  at  the  1%  rate,  when  the  transfer  is  entitled  to  a  $10,000 
exemption. 

Transfers  to  domestic  corporations  for  charitable,  educational  or  religious  purposes,  or  to  be 
exnended  within  the  commonwealth  for  charitable  purposes,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:     taxes  real  estate,  mortgages  on  Massachusetts  real  estate,  stock  of  domestic 
corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Massachusetts,  and  shares  of  real  estate  trusts 
which  own  real  estate  in  Massachusetts;  all  other  property,  tangible  and  intangible,  is  exempt 
Value  of  stock  in  railroad ,  street  railway,  telegraph  or  telephone  company  apportioned  on  milage 
basis 

Debts  and  expenses  of  non-resident's  estate  apportioned  against  property  taxable  in  Masssrhu- 
setts,  and  such  property  is  exempt  in  Massachusetts  to  the  extent  that  a  tax  of  like  character  ui 
paid  in  the  state  of  domicile,  provided  a  like  concession  is  made  in  favor  of  e«tatee  of  residents 
of  Massachusetts. 

MICHIGAN. 


Wife 

Less  than  $5,000. 
no  tax. 

$50,000  or 
less. 

1^0 

$50,000  to 
$500,000. 

2% 

Over 

$500,000. 

Grandparent,  parent,  husband, 
brotner,    sister,    son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law,  adopted  or 
acknowledged  child,  lineal  de- 
seendant    

Lc88  than  $2,000, 
no  tax. 

3rc 

Collaterals  or  strangers 

LcfHi  than  $100  no  tax 

5% 

10% 

15 

Collaterals  or  strangers  in  blood 
who  are  aliens  not  residing  in 
United  States  or  corporation 
not     chartered     by     United 
States  or  any  state 

No  exemption. 

25%  on  entire  amount  of  transfer. 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary,  but  onljr  when  transfers  are  less  than 
$5,000,  $2,000  or  $100  respectively;  if  over  those  amounts  no  exemption  is  allowed. 

Personal  property  only  taxed  in  class  1. 

Allowance  for  support  of  widow  or  family  not  allowed  as  a  deduction  when  income  during  admio- 
istration  is  sufficient  to  pay  such  allowance. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property,  real  or  personal,  within  the  state;  includes  real  estate,  goods, 
wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic  corpora- 
tions, stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Michigan,  mortgages  on  Michigan  real  estate,  and  io- 
tangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 
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MINNESOTA. 


Classbs. 


Rates  and  ExEiiPnoNS. 


Wife,  lineal  issue 

$10,000,  no  tax. 

$15,000 
or  less. 

1% 

$15,000 

to 
$30,000, 

2% 

$30,000 

to 

$50,000, 

2H% 

$50,000 
to 
$100,000. 
3% 

Over 

$100,000, 

4% 

Husband,  adopted  or  acknowl- 
edged  child,  lineal  issue  of 
■ame 

$10,000.  no  tax. 

\W7o 

3% 

BH7o 

4H% 

6% 

Lineal  ancestor 

$3,000,  no  tax, 

Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  daughter-in-law,  son- 
in-law  

$1,000.  no  tax. 

3% 

6% 

7H% 

9% 

12% 

Aunt,  uncle,  descendant  of  same 

$250.  no  tox. 

4% 

8% 

10% 

12% 

16% 

All  others 

$100.  no  Ux. 

5% 

10% 

12>4% 

15% 

20% 

Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  state,  or  any  political  subdivisions  thereof  for  public  purposes  exclusively,  or  to 
corporations  or  associations,  not  for  profit,  organised  and  operated  within  the  state  for  religious, 
charitable,  scientific,  literary  or  educational  purposes  exclusively,  including  the  encouragement  of 
art  and  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  children  or  animals,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property,  real,  penaonal.  or  mixed,  within  the  state  or  within  its  juris* 
diction;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds, 
securities  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Minnesota,  mortmges  on 
Minnesota  real  estate,  debts  due  from  Minnesota  residents,  and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  owner- 
ship of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 

MISSISSIPPI. 


Net  estate , 


Wife,  child  under  18. 


Grandparent,  parent,  husband, 
adult  child,  brother,  sister. 
nephew,  niece,  daughter-in- 
law,  son-in-law,  adopted  or 
acknowledged  child,  hneal  de- 
scendant  


All  others. 


$5,000. 
no  tax. 


$7,500, 
no  tax. 


$4,000, 
no  tax. 


$500,  no  tax. 


V^  of  1%  on  entire  net  estate  over  exemption. 


o 


H% 


9)  -t^ 


lA 


6  U 


1% 


a*0 


S3! 


o    . 


1>4% 


o5^ 


5§ 


2% 


81 


2^% 


•kJS 


8S 

•*«s 


3% 


l8^ 


Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary,  except  when  two  or  more  persons, 
other  than  those  mentioned  in  class  1,  share  an  expectant  estate,  in  which  case  exemption  is 
apportioned. 

Proportional  exemptions  to  non-residents,  both  as  to  net  estate  and  legacy  taxes. 

Transfers  to  societies,  corporations  and  institutions,  now  or  hereafter  exempted  by  law,  or  for 
charitable,  benevolent,  educational,  public,  or  other  like  work,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  real  estate  and  such  corporeal,  tangible  personal  property  capable  of 
having  a  situs  of  itself,  located  within  the  state;  does  not  include  such  intangible  property  as 
money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  shares  of  stock,  bonds,  notes,  credits,  and  evidences  of  debt. 

Debts,  etc.  of  non-resident's  estate  apportioned  to  Mississippi  on  basis  of  total  value  of  estate  to 
property  within  the  state. 
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MISSOURI. 


Clamxs. 


Ratsb  and  ExmpnoNB. 


Huaband,  wile 

iDBane  and  blind  lineal  de- 
scendant   

Lineal  ancestor,  lineal  de- 
scendant, adopted  child,  de- 
scendant of  same,  illegitimate 
child 

Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  son-in-law,  daughter- 
in-law  

Aunt,  uncle,  descendant  of 
same 

Great  aunt,  great  uncle,  de- 
scendant of  same   

All  others,  including  foreign 
diaritable  and  religious  and 
educational  bequests. 


tao.000. 

plus  dower  or 
curtesy, 
no  tax. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$20,000. 

1% 

$20,000 

to 
$40,000. 

2% 

$40,000 

to 
$80,000. 

3% 

$80,000 

to 
$200,000. 

4% 

$200,000 

to 
$400,000. 

5% 

115,000. 
no  tax. 

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

$500.  no  tax. 

3% 

6% 

9% 

12% 

15% 

$250.  no  tax. 

3% 

6% 

9% 

12% 

15% 

$100,  no  tax. 

4% 

8% 

12% 

16% 

20% 

If  leas  than 
$100,  no  tax. 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

25% 

Over 
$400,000. 


6% 


18% 


18% 


24% 


30% 


Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary  except  in  class  5  where  entire  transfer 
is  taxed  if  over  $100. 

Transfers  to  be  actually  used  solely  for  county,  city,  town  or  municipal  purposes  or  forreligioos, 
charitable,  or  educational  puri>oses  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  within  the  state  or  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  state;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit, 
stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Miiaouri, 
mortgagee  on  Missouri  real  estate,  debts  due  from  Missouri  residents,  and  intangibles  the  evideooes 
of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 
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MONTANA. 


Clambs. 

Rates 

AND   ExKlfPnONB. 

Wife 

$10,000. 
no  tax. 

Over 

exemx>- 

tion  to 

$25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000. 

2% 

$50,000. 

to 
$100,000 

• 

3% 

Over 
$100,000. 

Huaband 

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

4% 

Lineal     anceetor.     lineal     de- 
ocendAni,  adopted  child,  lineal 
isBue  of  same 

$2,000 
no  tax. 

Brother,  aieter,  descendant  of 
eame,   eon-in-law,  daughter- 
in-law  

$500. 
no  tax. 

2% 

4% 

6% 

8% 

Uncle,  aunt,  first  cousin 

No 
exemption. 

3% 

6% 

9% 

12% 

All  others 

No 
exemption. 

4% 

8% 

12% 

16% 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary,  but  apportioned  as  to  residents,  if 
any  ptoperty  is  located  outside  Montana,  and  to  non-residents,  on  basis  of  beneficiary's  interest 
in  property  within  to  his  entire  interest.  Exemption  also  prorated  among  beneficiaries  of  in- 
surance policies  which  exceed  $50,000  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  insurance  payable  to  eadi. 

Tranafen  to  state  or  any  of  its  political  subdivisions  or  institutions  for  public  purposes  exdurivdy 
or  to  domestic  corporations  or  voluntary  associations  solely  for  religious,  charitable,  or  edueational 
purposea  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  state  or  within  its  jurisdiction,  real,  personal,  or 
mixed;  includes,  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stoclc,  bonds,  sectirities  of  domestic  cor- 
porations, or  of  foreign  corporations  owning  property  or  doing  business  in  Montana,  stock  of 
national  banks  located  in  Montana,  money  on  deposit,  mortgagee  on  Montana  real  estate,  debts 
due  from  Montana  residents,  and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually 
within  the  state. 

m 

Proportional  deduction  of  debts,  expenses,  etc.,  allowed  non-residents. 

Transfers  of  stock,  bonds,  mortgages  or  other  securities  of  foreign  corporations  are  taxed  in  the 
proportion  which  the  Montana  property  bears  to  the  total  property  represented  by  or  subject  to 
the  total  stock,  bonds,  mortgages,  or  other  securities  of  which  those  transferred  are  a  part. 
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NEBRASKA. 


Clambs. 

Rates  and  Exkiiftions. 

Hiubftnd.  wiff) 

$10,000  + 

intestate 

distributive 

share, 

no  tax. 

Over 
$10,000. 

1% 

Fftther,  mother,  child,  brother, 
auter,  Bon-in-Iftw,  daughter- 
in-law,  adopted  or  acknowl- 
edced  ehila,  lineal  descend- 
ant of  decedent 

$10,000, 
no  tax. 

» 

Unde,    aunt,    niece,    nephew, 
lineal  descendant  of  same. . . 

$2,000, 
no  tax. 

Over 
$2,000. 

2% 

All  others 

Less  than  $500. 
no  tax. 

$5,000, 
or  less, 

2% 

$5,000 

to 

$10,000 

3% 

$10,000 

to 
$20,000, 

4% 

$20,000 

to 

$50,000. 

5% 

Over 

$50,000. 
6% 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  benefidary.  Exemption  in  ard  class  applict 
only  when  tnmsfer  is  less  than  $500;  $500  or  over,  no  exemption. 

Statute  provides  no  exemption  for  public,  religious,  charitable,  educational  or  like  purposes. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  state,  real,  personal  and  mixed:  includes  red 
estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  and  intangiblee  Uie  evidenoei  of 
ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state.    Does  not  indude  stock  in  domestic  coiporstioai. 


NEVADA. 


Wife,  minor  child 

$20,000,  no  tax. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000. 

2% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

8% 

$100,000 

to 
$600,000. 

4% 

Over 

$500,000. 

Husband,  lineal  issue,  lineal  an- 
cestor, adopted  or  acknowl- 
edged child,  lineal  issue  of 
same. 

$10,000,  no  tax. 

5% 

Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  son-in-law,  daughter- 
in-law  

$10,000,  no  tax. 

2% 

4% 

6% 

8% 

10% 

Aunt,    uncle,    descendant    of 
same 

$5,000.  no  tax. 

3% 

6% 

9% 

12% 

< 

15% 

Great   aunt,   great   uncle,   de- 
scendant of  same 

No  exemption. 

4% 

8% 

12% 

16% 

20% 

All  others 

No  exemption. 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

25% 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  benefidary.  No  exemption  for  pubUo,  religiout 
charitable,  educational  or  like  purposes. 

Non-reddents:  taxes  all  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  tangible  or  intandhle: 
indudes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  depodt,  stodc,  bonds,  seeun* 
ties  of  domestic  corporations  and  foreign  corporations  owning  property  in  Nevada,  stock  of  nstiouu 
banks  located  in  Nevada,  mortgages  on  Nevada  real  estate,  ad:>ts  due  from  Nevada  reddents,  sod 
intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 

The  stodc  of  corporations  owning  property  in  the  state  is  valued  on  the  basis  of  indiridud 
holdings  to  entire  stock  issued  and  outstanding. 

Proportion  of  entire  indebtedness  of  non-reddent  estate  allowed  as  deduotion  in  Nevada  on  bssii 
of  value  of  property  within  Nevada  to  value  of  entire  estate. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


CuAasBS. 

Ratxb  and  Exkmptions. 

Huffband.  wife 

$10,000, 
no  tax. 

Over  ex- 
emption 

to 
$25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$60,000. 

2% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

■ 

$100,000 

to 
$250,000. 

3% 

Over 

$250,000. 

Father,  mother,  lineal  descend- 
ant, adopted  child,  lineal  de- 
scendant of  same,  dauffhter- 
in-law.  Bon-in-law 

If  under  21. 

$10,000.  no  Ux. 

If  21  or  over  21, 

no  exemption. 

5% 

1 

All  others 

No  exemption. 

b%  on  entire  amount  of  tr&nafer. 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  educational,  religious,  cemetery,  or  other  institutions,  societies  or  associations  of 
public  charity  in  New  Hampshire,  or  for  or  upon  trust  for  any  charitable  purpose  in  New  Hampshire, 
or  for  the  care  of  cemetery  lots,  or  to  a  city  or  town  in  New  Hampshire  for  public  purposes,  are 

exempt. 

• 

Non-residents:  Inheritance  tax  statute  taxes  only  real  estate  of  non-resident  decedents.  Per- 
sonal property  of  non-residents  subject  to  tax  of  2%  without  deductions  of  any  kind  under  separate 
act  entitled  "An  act  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  transfer  at  death  of  the  personal  property  of  non- 
residentB;"  includes  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  deposit,  bonds,  stocks  of  New  Hampshire 
coiporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  New  Hampshire  and  debts  due  from  New 
Hampshire  residents. 


NEW  JERSEY. 


Husband,  wife,  child,  issue  of 
same,  adopted  child,  issue  of 
same 

1 

$5,000.  no  tax. 

Over  ex- 
emption to 
$50,000. 

1% 

$50,000  to 

$150,000. 

1H% 

$150,000 

to 
$250,000. 

2% 

Over 

$250,000, 

3% 

Father,  mother,  brother,  sister, 
daufl^ter-in-law^    son-in-law, 
churches,    hospitals,    orphan 
a^luzna.      public     libraries, 
bible  and  tract  societies,  re- 
ligious, benevolent,  and  char- 
itable institutions  and  organ- 
imtions 

Less  than 
$500.  no  tax 

5%  on  entire  amount  of  transfer. 

All  others 

Less  than 
$500.  no  tax 

8%  on  entire  amount  of  transfer. 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.     If  transfer  is  $500  or  over  in  2nd 
and  3rd  classes,  no  exemption  is  allowed. 

Tftmsfers  to  the  state,  municipal  corporation  within  the  state,  or  othw  political  subdivision 
thereof,  for  exclusively  public  purposes,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:      taxes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  shares  of  stock  of  domestic  cor- 
porations, or  of  national  banks,  located  in  New  Jersey. 

Tax  is  oomputed  according  to  New  Jersey  statute,  and  the  proportion  thereof  which  the  value 
of  the  entire  estate  bears  to  the  value  within  New  Jersey  is  assessed  and  collected. 
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NEW  MEXICO. 


Clahsea. 


Rates  and  Exemptions. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
lineal  descendant,  adopted 
child 

Daughter-in-law.      son-in-law. 
lineal  descendant  of  adopted 
child,  brother,  sister 

All  others 


$10,000 
to  estate 
as  whole. 


$10,000 
to  estate 
as  whole. 


Entire  amount 
Over  exemption, 


sri 


Additional  tax  upon  grantee 

or  donee  of  traiufer  taking 

effect    upon   the  deatli  of 

grantor  or  donor.  \Vi% 


3% 


$500 
to  estate 
as  whole. 


h^'c 


3% 


Exemption  applies  to  estate  as  whole  and  when  estate  passes  to  beneficiaries  of  each  daaa  the 
entire  amount  of  the  exemption  shall  be  that  proportion  of  $10,000  which  the  value  of  the  property 
passing  to  those  persons  entitled  to  $10,000  exemption,  bears  to  the  total  value  of  the  whole  estate, 
t.  «.,  $25,000  to  wife,  $25,000  to  niece, — entire  exemption  $5,000.  Proportional  exemptions  to  non- 
residents on  basis  of  property  within  the  state  to  entire  estate. 

Transfers  of  paintings,  pictures,  books,  engravings,  etc.,  for  free  exhibition  within  the  state  are 
exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  propesty  of  every  kind  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  whether 
tangible  or  intangible;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  deposit,  stock, 
bonds,  securities  and  choses  in  action,  when  evidence  of  ownership  is  actually  within  New  Mexico, 
stock  and  bonds  of  New  Mexico  corporations  the  certificates  of  which  shall  be  without  New  Mexico. 
where  the  laws  of  the  state  of  the  decedent's  domicile  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  impose  s 
similar  tax  upon  the  stock  or  bonds  of  its  domestic  corporations  held  by  residents  of  New  Mexico 
at  the  time  of  their  decease. 

NEW  YORK. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
widow,  child,  adopted  child. 

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

Over  ex- 
emption to 
$25,000, 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$100,000. 

2Sc 

$100,000 

to 
$200,000. 

3% 

Over 
$200,000. 

Lineal  descendant 

Less  than 

$500 

no  tax. 

4^0 

Brother,     sister,     daughter-in- 
law,     son-in-law,     acknowl- 
edged child 

Less  than 

$500, 

no  tax. 

2^1 

^% 

4'< 

h% 

All  others 

Less  than 

$500, 

no  tax. 

^     t 

6*:i 

7rc 

8*"c 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.  If  transfer  is  $500  or  over  to  lineal 
decendant  in  class  1,  or  to  class  2  or  3,  no  exemption  is  allowed. 

Transfers  for  religious  ceremonies,  observances  or  commemorative  services  of  or  for  the  deceased 
donor,  to  a  bishop,  to  any  religious,  educational,  library,  charitable,  missionary,  benevolent, 
hospital  or  infirmary  corporation,  wherever  incorporated,  including  corporations  organised  ex- 
clusively for  bible  or  tract  pur|x>scs  and  corporations  organized  for  the  enforcement  of  laws  relsting 
to  children  or  animals,  or  real  property  to  a  municipal  corporation  in  trust  for  a  specific  public 
purpose  are  exempt;  also  transfers  of  personal  property  other  than  money  or  securities  to  a  corpora- 
tion or  association  wherever  incorporated  or  located,  organised  exclusively  for  the  moral  or  mental 
improvement  of  men  or  women  or  for  scientific,  literary,  patriotic,  cemetery  or  historical  purposea, 
are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock  of  domestic  corporatiooa, 
or  of  national  banking  associations  located  in  the  state,  stock,  bonds,  notes  and  mortgages  of  for- 
eign corporations,  except  a  moneyed  corporation,  a  railroad  or  transportation  corporation,  or  a 
public  service  or  manufacturing  corporation,  which  own  real  property  in  New  York,  and  capital 
invested  in  business  in  the  state  either  as  principal  or  partner.  In  the  case  of  foreign  corpora- 
tions value  apportioned  on  basis  of  property  within  the  state  to  entire  property  of  corporation. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 


Cl.A88Ea. 


Rates  and  Exemptions. 


Widow. 


Child,    adopted    or    acknowl- 
edged child  under  21  years  of 


Child,  adopted  or  acknowl- 
edged child,  21  years  of  age 
or  over,  lineal  issue,  lineal 
ancestor,  son-in-law,  daugh- 
ter-in-law, step-child,  hus- 
band   


Brother,  sister,  descendant  of 
same,  aunt  or  uncle  by  blood. 


All  others . 


S  10,000, 
no  tax. 


$5,000. 
no  tax. 


$2,000, 
no  tax. 


$200  or  lesH 

passing  by 

will, 

no  tax. 


$200  or  les8 

passing  by 

will, 

no  t«x. 


First 
$25,000 
or  part 
ther€K>f, 

over 
exemp- 
tion. 


First 

$25,000, 

3% 


5% 


$25,000 

to 
$100,000. 


2% 


6rr 
/o 


$100,000 

to 
$250,000. 


3rv 
.0 


5% 


7% 


$250,000 

to 
$500,000. 


4% 


Over 
$500,000. 


5% 


67o 


8% 


7% 


9% 


Rate  is  on  exoeas.     Exemption  applies  to  individual  beneficiary,  except  grandchildren,  who  have 
but  one  exemption  of  the  child  they  represent.     If  transfer  exceeds  $200  in  2nd  and  3rd  classes,  no 
exemption  is  allowed.    Proportional  exemption  to  non-resident  on  basis  of  property  within  the  state 
to  entire  eetate. 

Transfers  to  religious,  educational,  or  charitable  corporations  in  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  real  estate  and  personal  property  of  whatever  kind  and  nature; 
includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock  and  bonds  of 
domestic  corporations,  and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the 
state.  The  tax  is  determined  by  computing  the  tax  on  the  entire  estate  and  assessing  on  the  basis 
of  the  ratio  of  the  North  Carolina  property  to  the  whole  estate. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA. 


ChAMaWB. 


Raiss  and  Exxmptxonb. 


HusbaDd,  wife. 


Minor  child 

Adult  child,  lineal  inue,  lineal 
ancestor,  descendant  of  same 

Brother,  dister,  deeoendant  of 
same,  daughter-in-law,  son- 
in-law  

Uncle,  aunt,  cousins,  descend- 
ant of  same 

Great  uncle,  great  aunt,  second 
cousins, 

All  others 


$10,000, 
no  tax. 


$5,000. 
no  tax. 


$2,000, 
no  tax. 


$500 
no  tax. 


$250, 
no  tax. 


no 
exemption. 


Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$15,000. 

1% 


1H% 


3% 


4%- 


no 
exemption, 


5% 


5g 
1H% 


2H7c 


4H% 


6% 


7H% 


2% 


'3% 


6% 


8% 


10% 


Sfi* 


2H% 


ZH% 


7H% 


10% 


12V6<^^ 


/c 


3% 


'4^% 


«% 


12% 


15% 


3H% 


5H% 


10J<«^- 


/« 


U% 


17M% 


4% 


7c 


6% 


20% 


Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  municipal  corporations  within  the  state  for  strictly  county,  town  or  municipal  pur- 
poeee  or  to  corporations  of  the  state  organised  under  its  laws  solely  for  religious,  charitabfe  or 
educational  purposes,  to  be  iised  for  the  purpose  of  their  organisation  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Tangible  personal  property  of  a  resident  decedent  located  without  the  state  is  not  taxed,  in  which 
case  debts,  expenses  of  administration  and  exemptions  are  apportioned  on  the  basis  of  entire  ▼iloe 
of  estate  to  the  North  Dakota  property. 

Non-reeidents:  taxes  only  real  estate,  and  tangible  personal  property,  vis.:  goods,  mres, 
merchandise. 

OHIO. 


Wife,  minor  child 

$5,000, 
no  tax. 

Over 
exemption 
to  $25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$100,000. 

2% 

$100,000 

to 
$200,000. 

3% 

Over 
$200,000. 

Father,  mother,  husband,  adult 
child,   adopts   child,  lineal 
descendant  of  same 

$3,500, 
no  tax. 

4% 

Brother,  sister,  niece,  nephew, 
daughter-in-law,    son-in-law, 
acknowledged  child 

$500, 
no  tax. 

5% 

6% 

7% 

8% 

All  others. 

no 
exemption. 

7% 

8% 

9% 

10% 

Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  the  state  or  a  subaivision  thereof  for  a  public  purpose,  to  public  institutions  of 
learning,  to  institutions  for  purposes  of  public  charity  only,  to  be  used  in  whole  or  a  substantial  psrt 
in  Ohio,  are  exempt. 

Any  property  of  a  resident  decedent  subject  to  an  inheritance  tax  in  another  state  is  not  taxed  in 
Ohio,  except  the  Ohio  tax  be  greater  in  amount,  in  which  case  the  difference  is  collected  in  Ohio. 

Non-residents:  taxes  tangible  or  intangible  property  within  the  state;  when  predicated  of 
tangible  property,  means  physically  located  within  the  state;  when  predicated  of  intangible 
property,  that  the  succession  Uiereto  is  for  any  purpose,  subject  to.  or  governed  by  the  law  of  this 
state,  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds, 
securities  of  domestic  corjMrations.  stock  of  national  banks,  located  in  Ohio,  mortgages  on  Ohio 
real  estate,  debts  due  from  Ohio  residents,  and  intangibles  the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are 
actually  within  the  state. 
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OKLAHOMA. 


Clabhbs. 

ILltis  Aim  ExncpnoKS. 

Wife 

$15,000. 
notasL 

Over 
exemption 
to  $25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000. 

2% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

8% 

Over 

$100,000. 

Chad 

$10,000, 
no  tax. 

4% 

Father,       mother,     huBband. 
adopted  child,  adcnowledced 
child,  lineal  descendant 

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

law,  son-in-law 

$1,000. 
no  tax. 

1% 

8% 

4% 

6% 

All  others 

$600. 
no  tax. 

6% 

7% 

8% 

10% 

Rate  is  on  excess. 

Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.  **  provided  that  when  one  or  more  shares  of  an  estate  shall 
•onaist  of  property  within  and  properly  without  the  state,  only  such  peroentsce  of  the  exemptions 
shall  be  allowed  as  is  the  percentage  within  the  state  of  the  total  value  of  the  shares." 

Ttuaafers  made  in  good  faith  lor  religious,  charitable  or  educational  purpoees  and  uses,  are 
exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  situated  within  the  state,  de- 
iwsits  in  banks,  stock,  bonds,  indebtedness  of.  of  pecuniary  interest  in  domestic  or  foreign  corporar- 
tions  doing  business  in  Oklahoma,  value  ascertained  by  gton  receipts  or  property  apportionment, 
and  in  the  case  of  transportation  or  transmission  companies  by  mileage  apportionment. 

OREGON. 


Net  esUte. 


(No   additional   tax   if   bene- 
ficiary is  grandfather,  grand 
motlMT.  father,  mother,  hus- 
band,   wife,   child  or  lineal 
descendant) 


Additional  tax  if  beneficiary  is 
brother,  sister,  uncle,  aunt, 
niece,  nephew,  lineal  descend- 
of  same 


Additional    tax    in    all    other 


$10,000. 
no  tax. 


$1,000. 
no  tax. 


No 
exemption. 


3- 


Oi-i 


^u 


c5 


Si& 


5o 


C4 


M 


1^ 


'50 


s^ 


ss» 


S5 

.CO 


81 


.6^ 


300 


u^ 


S2 


o 


^ 

b- 


II 


S2 


?l-^ 


M 


Oregon  has  a  i^aduated  estate  tax  in  lieu  of  an  inheritance  or  succession  tax  upon  lineals.  coupled 
with  a  collateral  inheritance  or  succession  tax.  The  exemption  of  $1,000  appUes  to  each  beneficiary 
of  the  class,  in  all  other  cases  no  exemption  is  allowed.     Rate  is  on  excess. 

Transfers  to  benevolent,  charitable,  or  educational  institutions  incorporated  within  the  state 
and  actually  engaged  in  the  state  in  carrying  out  the  objects  and  purposes  of  their  incorporation, 
or  to  any  person  in  trust  for  same,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  state,  whether  tangible  or  in- 
tangible. includeS|  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock, 
bonds  and  securities  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Or^on,  mortgages 
on  Oregpn  real  estate  and  debts  due  from  Oregon  residents.  Entire  indebtedness  of  non-resiaent's 
estate  aniortioned  to  Oregon  on  basis  of  property  within  to  entire  estate. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


Classes. 

RaTBS   and   EXElfPTIOXB. 

Wife 

S500. 
no  tax. 

Father,  mother,  husband,  child, 
lineal    descendant,    adopted 
child,  step-child,  daughter-in- 
law;    also   from   mother  to 
illegitimate   child    or    from 
illegitimate  child  to  mother . 

No 
exemption. 

2%  on  entire  transfer. 

All  others 

No 
exemption. 

10%  on  entire  transfer. 

Exemption  of  $500  to  wife  result  of  judicial  determination. 

No  exemption  for  charitable,  religious,  educational  or  like  purposes. 

Non-residents:      taxes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock  of  domestic  corporatioDi. 
or  of  national  banks,  located  in  Pennsylvania. 

Tax  computed  as  if  decedent  had  died  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  proportion,  which  the 
property  located  in  Pennsylvania  bears  to  the  entire  estate,  is  awwused  and  collected. 


PORTO  RICO. 


Wife,  child,  grandchild,  adopted 
child 

$5,000. 
no  tax. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$5,000. 

1% 

$5,000. 

to 
$20,000. 

1H% 

$20,000 

to 
$50,000. 

2% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

3% 

Over 
$100.UOO. 

Husband,  lineal  descendant .  .  . 

$200 
no  tax. 

4% 

All  others 

$200 
no  tax. 

3% 

4H% 

6% 

9% 

12% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

No  exemption  for  religious,  charitable,  educational,  or  like  purposes. 

Non-resident:     taxes  only  real  property. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 


CUkSSES 


Rates  and  Exeiiptiofs. 


Net  estate. 


Grmndparent.  parent,  husband, 
wife,  chila,  brother,  sister, 
nephew,  niece,  daughter-in- 
law,  son-in-law,  adopted 
child,  acknowledged  child, 
lineal  descendant 


All  others 


$5,000, 
no  tax. 


125,000. 
no  tax. 


$1,000. 
no  tax. 


H  of  1%  on  entire  estate  over  exemption. 


Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
»50,000. 
Hot 
1% 


Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$50,000. 
5% 


.to 


m 


S8 


GO 


6% 


Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary,  except  in  class  1  whenever  two  or 
more  persons,  other  than  the  wife  ana  minor  child,  are  beneficially  interested,  in  possession,  enjoy- 
ment, or  expectancy,  in  one  and  the  same  transfer  of  property,  onlv  such  proportion  of  $25,000 
shall  be  allowed  as  an  exemption  to  one  such  person  as  the  value  of  nis  share  or  interest  b^rs  to 
the  total  value  of  such  property.  Exemption  to  non-residents  apportioned  on  basis  of  entire 
estate  to  real  estate  within,  as  to  estate  tax,  and  on  basis  of  entire  snare  of  beneficiary  to  share  in 
real  estate  within,  as  to  succession  tax. 

Transfers  to  an  incorporated  public  charitable  institution,  corporations  exempt  by  charter, 
libraries,  for  the  aid  or  support  of  the  aged  poor,  of  poor  friendless  children,  or  of  the  poor  generally, 
to  hospitals,  for  the  purpose  of  public  education,— -all  of  the  foregoing  whether  witnin  or  without 
the  state, — or  to  a  city  or  town  in  the  state  for  public  purposes,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  only  real  estate  located  in  Rhode  Island.  Debts,  etc.,  of  non-resident's 
estate  apportioned  to  Rhode  Island  on  basis  of  total  value  of  estate  to  real  estate  (and  tangible 
perBonal  property,  if  any),  within  the  state. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Husband,  wife, 


Minor    child,    minor    adopted 
ehlid 

Adult    child,     adult    adopted 
ehild,  father,  mother 


Grandchild 


Lineal  ancestor,  lineal  descend- 
ant, brother,  sister,  uncle, 
aunt,  nieoe,  nephew,  daugh- 
ter-in-law, son-in-law 


All  others. 


$10,000, 
no  tax. 


$7,500 
no  tax. 


$5,000. 
no  tax. 


$500, 
no  tax. 


$500, 
no  tax. 


$200. 
no  tax. 


First 
$20,000 
or  part 
thereof, 

over 
exemp- 
tion. 


19^ 


2% 


4% 


2?c 


3% 


6% 


a 


3% 


4% 


8% 


i1 

4% 


5% 


10% 


5% 


6% 


12% 


7% 


14% 


Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

lYsnsfers  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  educational,  religious,  cemetery,  or  other  institutions,  societies 
or  publie  charities  in  the  state,  at,  for  or  upon  trust  for  anv  charitable  purpose  in  the  state,  or  for 
the  care  of  cemetery  lots,  or  for  a  eity  or  town  in  the  state  for  public  purposes,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  fvoperty  within  the  state,  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise, 
deposits  in  banks,  stock  of  domestic  corporations  and  national  banks  located  in  South  Carolina. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


Classis. 

Tk     . 

XLATKB 

Wife.  linoJ  Iwue 

$10,000, 

no  tax. 

Over 
exemption 
to  $15,000, 
1% 

$15,000 
to  $60,000, 

2% 

$60,000 
to  $100,000, 

3% 

Oftr 
$100,000, 

4% 

Busbftod.   adopted    child,   ao- 

.  knowledced      child.      Uneal 

JMiie  of  same 

$10,000. 
no  tax. 

2% 

4% 

6% 

8% 

lineal  anoeetor 

$3,000 
no  tax. 

Brother,  eister,  deaoendant  of 
aame.  daughter-in-law,  eon- 
in-law.,.r?r 

$600 
no  tax. 

3% 

6% 

9% 

12% 

Unde,    aunt,    deaoendant    of 
aame 

$200 
no  tax. 

4% 

8% 

12% 

10% 

AU  others 

$100 
no  tax. 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

Rate  is  on  ezoeas.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneSciary.  If  a  beneficiary  receives  as  his  shsrt 
jnt>perty  of  the  decedent  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  no  exemption  is  allowed;  if  his  share 
IS  composed  of  ivoperty  both  within  and  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  the  value  of  sodi 
outside  property  is  deducted  from  the  exemption  and  the  remainder  constitutes  the  exenip(io& 
allowed,  and  if  such  vidue  exceeds  the  exemption,  then  no  exemption  is  allowed. 

Transfers  to  public  corporations  within  the  state  for  strictly  county,  township  or  munidpsl 
purposes  are  exempt.  Exemption  of  $2,500  allowed  upon  transfers  to  a  public  hospital.  aGsdemy, 
college,  university,  seminary  of  learning,  church  or  purely  charitable  institution  within  the  state. 

Non-resident:  taxes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise  within  the  state,  mortjptges  on  Soath 
Dakota  real  or  personal  property,  aebta  due  from  South  Dakota  residents,  deposits  m  banks,  stoek 
and  bonds  of  domestic  corporations  and  national  banks  located  in  the  state. 


TENNESSEE. 


Husband,  wife,  direct  descend- 
ants or  ascendants,  adopted 
child 

$10,000 
to  class 
no  tax. 

$10,000 

to 
$25,000. 

1% 

$25,000 

to      , 

$60,000 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

2% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000, 

3% 

Over 

$500,000, 

5% 

AU  others 

$1,000 
to  class 
no  tax. 

$1,000 

to 
$50,000, 

6% 

$50,000 

to 

$100,000, 

6% 

$100,000 

to 
$150,000. 

7% 

$160,000 

to 
$200,000. 

8% 

$200,000 

to 

$250,000, 

9% 

Orer 

$250,000, 
10%. 

Rate  is  on  excess, 
tion  allowed. 


Exemption  applies  to  estate  as  a  whole,  so  that  $11,000  is  the  greatest  exemp* 


Transfers  to  municipal  corporations  for  strictly  munidpal  purposes,  to  a  church  for  purely 
religious  piuposes,  to  a  school  or  college,  for  purely  educational  puipoaes,  to  a  hospital  or  bona  fide 
charitable  institution  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  taxes  property  within  the  state,  or  within  its  jurisdiction,  except  the  followinf 
property:  (a)  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit;  (b)  shares  of  stock,  bonds  or  notes  held  as  coUatoal 
to  secure  any  bona  fide  indebtedness  owed  by  such  non-resident  to  any  person,  firm  or  oofporstioa 
in  this  state;  (c)  shares  of  stock,  bonds,  notes,  or  other  evidences  of  debt,  where  the  imposition  of  as 
inheritance  tax  thereon  in  this  state  would  result  in  the  parent  of  a  second,  or  double  inheritaaee 
tax  upon  such  property  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  is  subject  to  the  payment  of  such  a  tax  in  the 
state  where  the  non-resident  decedent  lived  at  the  time  of  nis  death. 

'  Exempts  intangibles;  taxes  real  estate,  gooda,  warca.  merchandise,  located  within  the  state. 
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TEXAS. 


Ratbs  and  ExXMMrXONS. 


Ijineal  aacendant,  brother,  sia- 
ter.  lineal  deeoendant  of 
lxt>ther  or  sitter 

Unde,  aunt,  lineal  descendant 
of  unde  or  aunt 

All  others 


$2,000. 
no  tax. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$10,000. 
2% 

$10,000 

to 

$25,000. 

2H% 

$26,000 

to 

$60,000. 

8% 

$60,000 

to 

$100,000. 

3H% 

$100,000 

to 
$600,000. 

4% 

Over 
$600^000. 

$1,000. 
no  tax. 

3% 

4% 

6% 

6% 

7% 

8% 

$600. 
no  tax. 

4% 

5H% 

7% 

8H% 

10% 

12% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  father,  mother,  husband,  wife  or  direct  lineal  descendants  of  a  decedent  are  not 
subject  to  tax. 

Transfers  to  any  public  corporation  or  charitable,  educational  or  religiouB  organisation  within 
the  state,  for  charitable,  educational  or  religious  purposes  within  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  real  or  personal  corporeal 
or  incorporeal;  includes,  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit, 
stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic  corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  the  state, 
mortgages  on  Texas  real  estate,  and  debts  due  from  Texas  residents. 


UTAH. 


No  classes. 


$10,000. 
no  tax. 


Over  exemption, 
$25,000,  3%. 


Over  $25,000, 
6% 


Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  estate  as  a  whole.  Wife's  one>third  interest  in  husband's 
intestate  estate  not  subject  to  inheritance  tax  by  judicial  determination. 

No  exemption  for  religious,  educationa],  charitable  or  like  purposes. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  whether  tangible  or  in- 
tangible; indudes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  deposits  in  banks,  stock  of  nationid 
banks  located  in  the  state,  stock,  bonds,  evidences  of  debt  of  domestic  oorjtonitions.  mortgages  on 
Utah  real  estate,  and  debts  due  from  Utah  residents. 

Indebtedness  of  estate  of  non-resident  apportioned  to  Utah  on  basis  of  property  within  to  entire 
estate. 
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\'ERMONT. 


Classes. 


Rates  and  Exemptions. 


Huslmnd,  wife,  child,  father, 
mother,    lineal    deBcendant. 

■tep-child,  adopted  child,  child 
of  step-child  or  such  adopted 
child,  daughter-in-law,  aon- 
in-law 


All  others. 


flO.000, 
no  tax. 


No 
exemption. 


Over 

exemption, 

to 

$25,000. 

ITo 


S25.000 

to 
$50,000. 


2*%, 


$50,000 

to 
$250,000. 


4% 


Over 
$250,000. 


5% 


5%  on  entire  amount  of  transfer. 


Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  to  a  bishop  in  his  ecclesiastical  capacity  for  religious  uses  within  the  state,  or  to  a  city 
or  town  within  the  state  for  cemetery  purposes,  and  to  every  charitable,  educational  or  religious 
society  or  institution  created  and  existing  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  state  and  having 
its  principal  office  herein,  or  for  the  sole  purpose  of  purchasing,  maintaining,  caring  for  or 
beautifjring  a  burial  lot  or  of  erecting,  canng  for  or  maintaining  a  moniunent  thereon  within  the 
state,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident :     taxes  only  real  estate. 


VIRGINIA. 


Husband,  wife,  lineal  ancestor, 
lineal  descendant 

$10,000 
no  tax. 

Over 
exemp- 
tion to 
$50,000. 

1% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000, 

2% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000, 

3% 

$500,000 

to 
$1,000,000. 

4^ 

Over 
$1.000.UOO. 

5% 

Brother,  sister,  nephew,  niece. 

$4,000, 
no  tax. 

2% 

4% 

6% 

87o 

lO^c 

All  others 

$1,000 
no  tax. 

5% 

7% 

97c 

12% 

15% 

Rate  is  on  excess.     Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary. 

Transfers  for  state,  county,  municipal,  charitable,  educational  or  religious  purposes,  in  the  state, 
or  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  any  institution,  association  or  corporation  in  the  state,  whose  property 
is  exempt  from  taxation  by  the  laws  of  the  state,  are  exempt. 

Non-resident:  the  inheritance  tax  statute  taxes  all  property  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  com- 
monwealth, real,  personal  and  mixed;  includes  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property,  but 
does  not  include  intangible. 

By  separate  act  imposes  a  tax  at  the  rate  of  two  per  centum  "upon  the  transfer  at  death  of  the 
personal  property  of  non-residents;'*  includes,  stock  or  obligation  of  national  banks,  located  in 
Virginia,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  obligations  of  citiaens  of  Virginia,  and  intangibles  the 
evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 

The  inheritance  tax  statute  also  imposes  a  transfer  tax  of  $1.00  upon  estates  of  decedents  of  the 
value  of  $1,000  or  less,  and  one-tenth  of  1%  upon  all  in  excess  of  $1,000;  to  be  paid  before  the 
executor  or  administrator  qualifies;  in  the  case  of  residents  real  estate  outside  the  state  is  not 
included,  and  in  the  case  of  non-residents  only  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  propo'ty  within  the 
state  is  subject  to  the  tax. 
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WASHINGTON. 


CLABSISa. 


Rates  and  ExEyprxoNS. 


Father,  mother,  husband,  wife, 
lineal    deaoendant,    adopted 
child,    lineal   descendant    of 
same 

$10,000 

to 

entire  class 

no  tax. 

First  $50,000 

or  part 

thereof  over 

exemption, 

1% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000, 

2% 

$100,000 

to 
$250,000. 

3% 

Over 
$250,000. 

5% 

Brother,    sister,    aunt,    uncle, 
niece,  nephew 

no 
exemption. 

3% 

5% 

7% 

9% 

Collateral  relatives  beyond  the 
third  degree  and  strangers  to 
the  blood 

no 
exemption. 

6% 

0% 

12% 

15% 

Rate  is  on  excess.    Exemption  applies  to  class  as  a  whole. 

Transfers  for  the  relief  of  aged,  indigent  and  poor  people,  maintenance  of  sick  or  maimed,  sup- 
port or  education  of  orphans  or  indigent  children,  to  the  state,  or  to  any  county,  city,  school  dis- 
trict or  other  municipal  corporation  for  eleemosynary,  charitable,  educational  or  philanthropic 
purposes  to  schools  and  colleges  in  the  state,  not  for  profit,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  whether  tangible  or 
intangible,  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock,  bonds,  securities  of  domestic 
corporations,  stock  of  national  banks  located  in  Washington,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  mort- 
gages on  Washington  real  estate,  debts  due  from  Washington  residents,  and  all  property  the  evidences 
of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  located  in  the  state. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 


Wife 

Husband,     child,     grandchild, 
father,  mother 

Brother,   sister,   (does  not  in- 
clude half  blooa.) 

Further  removed  than  brother 
or  sister 

All  others 


$15,000, 
no  tax. 


$10,000, 
no  tax. 


O! 


■>'  &  < 

oerf 
^  .c 


no  exemption. 


no  exemption, 
no  exemption. 


4% 


6% 


10% 


|8 


4% 


8% 
12% 


20% 


8S 


44 


9vc 


13,4% 


224% 


o% 


10% 


15% 


25% 


5>-i% 


11% 


/c 


164% 


27  ^i% 


6% 


12% 


18% 


30%. 


6H% 


13% 


19H% 


32.4% 


7% 


14% 


21% 


35% 


^  Rate  is  on  excess.     E.Temption  applies  to  each  beneficiary;  exemption  to  non-residents  appor- 
tioned on  basis  of  property  within  to  entire  estate. 

Transfers  for  educational,  literary,  scientific,  religious,  or  charitable  purposes,  or  to  the  state,  or 
to  any  county,  or  municipal  corjjoration  thereof,  for  public  purposes,  to  be  used  exclusively  in  the 
state,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  tax  all  propertv.  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  within  the  state,  or  within  its  juris" 
diction;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock  o' 
domestic  corporations,  stock  of  foreign  corporations  regularly  admitted  to  transact  business  in  the 
state,  mortgages  on  West  Virginia  real  estate,  debts  due  from  West  Virginia  residents,  and  in- 
tangibles the  evidences  of  ownership  of  which  are  actually  within  the  state. 

Value  of  stock  of  foreign  corporations  apportioned  on  property  basis.  Proportion  of  debts  and 
expenses  allowed  non-residents  on  basis  of  value  of  property  within  West  Virginia  to  value  of  entire 
estate. 
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WISCONSIN. 


Cx^flSBS. 


Ratss  and  Exbmptiohb. 


Wife '. 

S25.000 
no  tax.. 

Over 
exem|>> 
tion  to 
$26,000. 

2% 

$25,000 

to 
$50,000, 

4% 

$50,000 

to 
$100,000. 

6% 

$100,000 

to 
$500,000. 

8% 

Over 
$500,000 

Husband,  lineal  iaeue,  lineal  an- 
ceetor,  adopted  or  acknowl- 
edged child,  lineal  iaeue  of 
•ame ...     .    .     . .    »       ... 

S2.000 
no  tax. 

10% 

Brother,  aiater,  descendant  of 
in-law 

$500 
no  tax. 

4% 

8% 

12% 

16% 

20% 

Unde,    aunt,    deecendant    of 
■ame 

$250 
no  tax. 

6% 

12% 

18%    • 

24% 

30% 

All  othem % . . 

$150. 
no  tax. 

8% 

16% 

24% 

32% 

40% 

Rate  is  on  excess.  Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.  A  child  of  a  decedent,  reoeivinf 
IMi^wrty  from  the  widow,  who  has  witnin  ten  years  received  the  same  from  said  decedent,  is  entitisd 
to  credit  for  so  much  of  the  tax  paid  by  said  widow  in  respect  to  such  property. 

Thinsfers  to  county,  town,  or  municipal  corporation  within  the  state,  for  stnctly  oountar.  town,  or 
municipal  purposes,  and  to  domestic  corporations,  or  voluntary  associations,  orsaniaea  solely  for 
religious,  charitable  or  educational  purposes  to  be  used  exclusively  for  such  purposes,  within  the 
state,  are  exempt. 

Tangible  personal  property  of  a  resident,  located  without  the  state,  not  taxed  in  Wisconsin  if 
subject  to  an  inheritance  tax  in  the  state  where  located,  and  provided  said  state  allows  a  like 
exemption  in  relation  to  such  property  left  by  its  residents  and  located  in  Wisconsin. 

Debts,  expenses  and  exemptions  apportioned  as  to  both  residents  and  non-residents  on  bans  of 
beneficiary's  share  in  entire  estate  to  his  share  in  the  property  within  Wisconsin  or  within  its 
jurisdiction. 

Non-resident:  taxes  all  property,  real,  personal  or  mixed;  includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  mortgages,  or  other  securities  of  domestic 
corporations,  or  of  foreign  oorjmrations  owning  property  or  doing  business  in  the  state,  mortgsgei 
on  Wisconsin  real  estate,  and  debts  due  from  Wisconsin  residents. 

Value  of  stock,  bonds,  etc.,  of  domestic  or  foreign  corporations  owning  propwty  or  doing  busineii 
in  Wisconsin,  apxx>rtioned  on  basis  of  property  within  the  state  to  entire  jiroperty  of  corporation. 


WYOMING. 


Father,       mother,       husband, 
wife,    child,    brother,   sister, 
daughter-in-law,    son-in-law, 
adopted     or     acknowledged 
child,   lineal   descendant   of 
decedent 

$10,000, 
no  tax. 

Over  $10,000, 

2% 

All  others 

Less  than  $500. 
no  tax. 

$500  or  over. 

5% 

Exemption  applies  to  each  beneficiary.  If  transfer  is  $500  or  over  in  class  2  no  exemption  u 
allowed. 

Transfers  to  or  for  the  use  of  charitable,  educational  or  religious  societies  or  institutions,  the 
property  of  which  by  the  laws  of  the  state  is  exempt  from  taxation,  or  for  or  upon  trust  for  any 
charitable  purpose  to  be  carried  out  within  the  state,  or  to  or  for  the  use  of  the  state  or  any  town 
therein  for  public  purposes,  are  exempt. 

Non-residents:  taxes  all  property  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  state,  corporeal  or  inoorporesl; 
includes  real  estate,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  money  on  hand  or  on  deposit,  stock,  bonds,  securi- 
ties of  domestic  corporations,  shares  of  any  railroad,  street  railway,  telegraph  or  telephone  com* 
pany  incorporated  in  Wyoming  and  another  state,  stock  of  national  banks,  located  in  the  state, 
mortgages  on  Wyomini^  real  estate  and  debts  due  from  Wyoming  residents. 

Value  of  shares  of  said  railroad,  street  railway,  telegraph  or  tuephone  company  apportioned  to 
Wyoming  on  basis  of  company's  line  lying  within  the  state. 

If  non-resident's  proi>erty  is  taxed  by  state  of  his  residence,  only  the  excess  of  the  Wyoming  tsi 
is  collected,  provided  a  reciprocal  provision  is  made  in  favor  of  residents  of  Wyoming.  ,    . 

Debts  and  expenses  of  non-resident's  estate  apportioned  to  Wyoming  on  basis  of  property  within 
to  entire  estate. 
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[General  Laws  op  1923,  Chapter  38.] 

(491)  Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  biemiially  in  the  odd- 
numbered  years  report  to  the  governor  on  or  before  the  fiM  day  of  February  in 
such  years,  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith  present  such  report  to  the  general 
assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corpora- 
tions, companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general 
treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are 
paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form, 
distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount 
of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation  with  the  causes  of  exemp- 
tion; and  any  recommendations  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
which  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable :  Provided,  however,  that  if  the 
governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the  board  of  tax  commissioners  deems  it  nec- 
essary or  advisable,  said  board  may  report  at  other  times  upon  matters  relating 
to  taxation.     (P.  L.,  1919,  Ch.  1719.) 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


To  His  Excellency,  Aram  J.  Pothier,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Planiations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  38  of  the 
General  Laws  of  1923,  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  herewith 
submits  its  tenth  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BUSS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
EDWARD  L.  LEAHY. 

Board  of  Tax  CommisBumerB. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  February  1,  1925. 


REPORT. 


Under  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  38  of  the  General 
Laws  of  1923  the  Board  of  Tax  Comnxissioners  is  required  to  report 
biennially  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in 
the  odd-numbered  years,  and  the  Governor  forthwith  to  present  the 
report  to  the  General  Assembly.  The  section  referred  to  further 
provides  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed 
upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes 
directly  to  the  GeneVal  Treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable 
property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the 
several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of 
property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation  with  the  causes 
of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations  for  the  better  assessment 
and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  Board  may  deem  necessary  or 
advisable. 

The  same  general  arrangement  of  statistics  and  other  data  which 
has  been  employed  for  a  number  of  years  is  continued  in  this  report, 
thus  assuring  ease  of  comparison  between  the  present  and  the  several 
preceding  reports  submitted  by  the  Board. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  the  following 
headings: 

State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  Savings  Banks,  State  Banks  and 
Trust  Companies. 
Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 
Fines,  Penalties  and  Forfeitiu^s. 
Corporation  Charters. 

Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Miscellaneous  Corporations. 
Public  Service  Corporations. 
Inheritance  Taxes. 
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Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  National  Banks. 

Rent  of  Oyster  Grounds. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

Automobile  Licenses . 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  yeare 
from  1904  to  1924  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the 
total  revenue  are  set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I-a. 

The  amounts  of  taxes  paid  in  1922, 1923  and  1924,  by  corporations, 
companies,  firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  General  Treasurer, 
classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes 
are  paid,  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amounts  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fixed, 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  the  years  1922,  1923  and 
1924  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

The  aggregate  number  of  estates,  valuations,  net  estate  taxes  and 
transfer  taxes  determined  and  assessed  under  the  Inheritance  Tax 
Law  by  cities  and  towns,  for  the  years  1923  and  1924,  are  shown  in 
Table  V. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  exemptions,  total 
property  assessed,  and  the  State  tax  for  each  city  and  town  for  the 
years  1923  and  1924  are  set  forth  in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
by  cities  and  towns  for  the  years  1922,  1923  and  1924,  is  shown  in 
Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  58,  Sections 
2,  4,  5,  and  6  of  the  General  Laws  in  1923  and  1924,  as  returned  by 
the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  is  set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 


*Under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  and 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School.  State 
Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and,  in 
general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations.  These  items  are  dependent 
in  moiSt  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  Stat«.  The 
separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several  departments  and  require  no  consideratiozi 
by  this  Board. 
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A  classification  of  property  exempt  in  1923  and  1924  under  four 
separate  headings — land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible  per- 
sonal property,  and  intangible  personal  property — ^and  the  total 
amount  of  property  exempt  in  each  class  are  set  forth  in  Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  for  the  years  1922, 1923  and  1924  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the 
enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  local  rate  for  the 
years  1911  and  1924,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

The  total  valuations  of  property,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  classified  under  land,  buildings  and  im- 
provements, tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible  personal 
property,  with  the  per  centum  of  increase  for  each  year  from  1912  to 
1924,  inclusive,  and  per  centiun  of  total  increase  for  the  twelve-year 
period,  are  shown  in  Table  X-a. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease,  for  each  year  from  1912  to 
1924,  inclusive,  is  set  forth  in  Table  XI. 

A  summary  of  the  ratable  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years  1920  to 
1924,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Tax  Legislation 

During  the  years  1923  and  1924  the  General  Assembly  passed 
sixteen  acts  having  a  more  or  less  direct  bearing  upon  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  State  and  local  taxes  and  revenues.  Fifteen  of 
these  acts  were  passed  in  the  year  1923,  while  the  only  tax  legislation 
in  1924  was  an  act  suppl3ring  an  omission  in  the  revision  of  the  cor- 
poration tax  law. 

Of  the  fifteen  acts  passed  in  1923,  one  changed  a  financial  town 
meeting  date,  one  imposed  an  additional  three-cent  direct  State  tax, 
three  provided  for  changes  in  the  inheritance  tax  law,  four  related  to 
the  collection  and  apportionment  of  various  taxes  in  the  town  of 
East  Providence,  one  exempted  retirement  funds  of  city  of  Providence 
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employees,  one  empowered  certain  towns  to  license  itinerant  venders, 
one  authorized  the  cancellation  of  certain  taxes,  two  conferred  au- 
thority to  grant  exemptions,  and  one  corrected  a  serious  defect  in  the 
corporate  excess  tax  law  by  definitely  fixing  the  date  for  assessment 
of  such  taxes. 

The  following  list  cites  the  chapters  of  the  Public  Laws  enacting 
these  measures,  with  an  explanatory  note  indicating  the  nature  and 
scope  of  each: 

Public  Laws  of  1923  (Revised  Edition). 

Chap.  422.    Incorporating  into  the  corporate  excess  tax  law  a  specific  provision 

fixing  the  date  for  the  assessment  of  such  tax  by  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  as  of  '' December  31st  next  preceding." 

423.  Amending  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law  to  facilitate  the  settUement  by 
agreement  of  taxes  upon  certain  future  interests. 

426.  Amending  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law  by  imposing  an  additional  net 
estate  tax  of  2%  upon  indeterminate  future  interests. 

444.  Imposing  an  additional  direct  State  tax  of  three  cents  in  1924, 1925 
and  1926  for  highway  purposes,  and  assenting  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Highway  Act. 

464.  Amending  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law  to  make  effective  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  423. 

471.  Empowering  the  Towns  of  Narragansett,  New  Shoreham  and  West- 
erly to  license  itinerant  venders,  excepting  hotels. 

489.  Establishing  a  system  of  retirement  allowances  for  employees  of  the 
City  of  Providence,  and  exempting  all  benefits  or  rights  accruing 
thereunder  from  taxation. 

503.  Changing  the  date  of  the  Financial  Town  Meeting  in  the  Town  of 
East  Greenwich. 

507.  Relating  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  in  the  Town  of 

East  Providence. 

508.  Providing  for  apportioning  the  payment  of  sidewalk  taxes  in  the 

Town  of  East  Providence  over  a  period  of  three  years. 

509.  Relating  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  poll  taxes  in  the  Town 

of  East  Providence. 

510.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  East  Providence  to  apportion  curbing 

assessments. 
515.    Empowering  the  Town  of  Narragansett  to  cancel  certain  taxes. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD   OF  TAX   COMMISSIONERS.  9 

Chap.  518.    Authoruing  the  City  of  Newport  to  exempt  real  estate  and  personal 

property  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  and  the  New 
England  Steamship  Company  for  a  term  of  two  years,  conmienc- 
ing  June  15,  1923. 
519.  Authorizing  the  Representative  Council  of  the  City  of  Newport  to 
exempt  new  manufacturing  property  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
ten  years. 

Public  Laws  of  1924. 

Chap.  555.    Excepting  religious,  social,  charitable,  literary,  insurance,  surety 

and  domestic  building-loan  corporations  and  associations,  and 
corporations  expressly  exempt  from  taxation  by  charter,  from 
corporate  excess  and  gross  earnings  taxes. 

State  Taxes 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  2158  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1922, 
the  rate  of  the  direct  State  tax  on  cities  and  towns  was  increased 
three  cents,  or  from  nine  cents  to  twelve  cents,  for  the  years  1922  and 
1923.  Chapter  444  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1923  (revised  edition) 
continued  this  increased  rate  through  the  years  1924,  1925  and  1926. 
It  was  provided  that  the  proceeds  from  these  increases  were  to  be 
expended  for  the  construction,  improvement  and  maintenance  of 
State  highways  and  bridges. 

This  policy  of  imposing  an  additional  direct  State. tax  for  such 
purposes  has  been  followed  continuously  since  1916,  and  the  increased 
rate  has  uniformly  been  three  cents,  with  the  exception  that  in  the 
year  1919  the  rate  was  increased  six  cents,  or  from  nine  cents  to 
fifteen  cents,  the  proceeds  to  be  expended  ''for  highway  and  other 
purposes." 

The  revenue  in  1924  from  the  direct  State  tax,  $1,451,489.56,  shows 
a  substantial  gain  over  the  previous  year,  due  to  the  increased  local 
assessed  valuations,  and  is  the  largest  amount  ever  received  from 
this  source.  It  is  18.20%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State,  and  but 
one  other  single  source  of  revenue,  automobile  licenses,  produces 
more  revenue,  and  only  two,  the  corporate  excess  tax,  $1,246,669.82, 
and  tax  on  savings  and  participation  accounts,  $1,052,240.22, 
approach  it  in  amount  of  revenue  produced.    It  is  the  most  stable 
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of  any  of  the  sources,  and  while  not  as  important  in  its  relation  to  ihe 
total  revenue  as  it  was  formerly,  it  still  provides  approximately 
one-fifth  of  the  State's  income. 

The  tax  on  corporate  excess,  the  inheritance  tax,  automobile 
licenses  and  the  tax  on  savings  and  participation  accounts  are  all 
substantial  revenue  producers,  and  combined  produce  more  than 
half  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State.  The  tax  on  public  service 
corporations  and  on  the  premiums  of  insurance  companies  furnish 
approximately  the  same  amount  of  revenue,  6.60%  and  6.35%  of  the 
total,  respectively.  The  seven  sources  of  revenue  above  referred  to 
furnish  approximately  85%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  State. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  while  there  are  minor  fluctuations, 
there  has  been  a  steady  and  substantial  increase  in  the  revenue  from 
each  of  the  sources  above  referred  to.  The  greatest  increase  is 
shown  in  automobile  licenses:  The  percentage  of  total  revenue  from 
this  source  was  1.43%  in  1908  and  in  1924  it  had  increased  to  20.30%. 
or  from  the  comparatively  negligible  amount,  $31,108.50,  sixteen 
years  ago  to  the  very  substantial  amount,  $1,618,773.38,  in  1924. 

The  returns  from  the  tax  on  savings  and  participation  accounts 
have  increased  steadily  for  the  last  twenty  years  from  $422,334.26  in 
1904  to  $1,052,240.22  in  1924.  This  tax  represents  savings  and 
participation  accounts  to  the  amount  of  $105,583,356.50  in  1904  and 
$263,060,055.00  in  1924  taxed  at  the  rate  of  four-tenths  of  one  per 
cent.,  and  indicates  an  average  annual  increase  in  this  class  of 
deposits  of  approximately  $7,500,000  for  the  period  1904-1924 
inclusive.  This  increase  taken  in  connection  with  the  increase  in 
automobile  licenses  indicates,  to  some  extent  at  least,  the  gain  in  the 
economic  strength  of  the  community  as  a  whole. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  State  have  increased  regularly  and  sub- 
stantially from  $1,663,104.82  in  1904  to  $7,974,306.35  in  1924. 

Inheritance  Tax 

The  administration  of  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law  has  developed 
some  minor  difficulties,  but  there  has  been  Very  little  litigation. 
The  rates  are  low  and  the  exemptions  comparatively  large  but  the 
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amount  of  property  passing  by  will  or  by  the  law  of  descent  and 
distribution  and  by  drifts  cavsa  mortis  is  large  and  the  amount  of  tax 
levied  under  this  law  therefore  is  substantial,  $467,864.02  for  1924. 
The  amounts  so  passing  represented  by  the  inventories  filed  in  the 
department  together  with  such  other  amounts  as  were  discovered  for 
the  years  1921-1924  inclusive,  are  $33,523,957.54,  $103,566,106.61, 
$31,863,883.36  and  $40,857,615.08  respectively.  The  average  for  the 
four  years  is,  $52,452,890.65.  It  is  generally  assumed  that  average 
length  of  life  is  from  thirtynsix  to  thirty-eight  years  and  that  approxi- 
mately all  of  the  property  in  the  State  subject  to  the  imposition  of 
the  inheritance  tax  would  be  assessed  within  that  period.  On  this 
assumption  and  taking  the  average  amount  of  property  passing 
through  the  department  for  the  last  four  years,  a  total  valuation  of 
approximately  $2,000,000,000  for  the  State  is  indicated.  When  the 
fact  that  a  considerable  amount  of  property,  because  of  non-resident 
ownership  or  because  of  trusts,  is  not  reached  every  time  a  death 
occurs,  the  total  reached  by  the  foregoing  calculation  is  remarkably 
close  to  the  best  estimate  of  the  total  value  of  property  within  the 
State  that  the  department  can  make. 

The  foregoing  calculation  is  somewhat  more  interesting  than 
accurate,  but  it  furnishes  a  rough  check  and  indicates  that  very 
little,  if  any,  property  which  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law  was  intended 
to  reach  is  escaping  notice  by  this  department. 

Amendments  to  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law,  passed  at  the  January 
session,  1923,  were  made  to  enable  the  Board  to  presently  effect  a 
settlement  of  taxes  upon  future  interests  subject  to  a  power  of 
appointment,  and  also  to  insure  the  future  assessment  of  taxes  upon 
the  vesting  of  such  interests  in  the  event  a  settlement  was  not 
presently  efifected. 

Experience  in  administration  had  clearly  established  the  fact  that 
the  law  made  no  adequate  provision  for  the  settlement  of  taxes  in 
such  a  case.  Because  of  this  fact  a  loss  of  revenue  was  certain  to 
result  if  the  donee  of  the  power  became  domiciled  without  Rhode 
Island  before  exercising  such  power.  This  defect  in  the  law  was 
remedied  by  the  amendments  of  1923. 
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The  law  at  present  does  not  reach  a  considerable  amount  of  prop- 
erty held  in  the  joint  names  of  two  or  more  persons  and  payuble  to 
the  survivor.  The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  property  so  held 
should  be  taxed  to  the  extent  of  the  decedent's  interest  therein,  as 
the  amount  of  property  passing  in  this  maimer  is  increasing  with 
great  rapidity,  and  the  method  constitutes  a  legitimate  evasion  of 
the  tax  burden. 

Another  instance  of  a  considerable  loss  of  revenue  results  from  the 
ante  mortem  gift  of  all  or  a  material  part  of  an  aged  wealthy  person's 
estate  in  lieu  of  or  to  avoid  the  passing  of  property  by  testate  or 
intestate  law,  which  is  in  the  nature  of  a  final  disposition  or  dis- 
tribution thereof.  Nearly  every  Inheritance  Tax  statute  has  been 
amended  in  recent  years  to  reach  transfers  of  this  character  and  the 
Board  recommends  that  the  law  be  amended  in  this  respect. 

The  law  should  also  provide  some  method  by  which  the  Board  may 
obtain  first-hand  information  relative  to  a  resident  decedent's 
property  held  in  safe  deposit  boxes. 
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State  and  Local  Revenues 

Detailed  statistics  relating  to  State  and  municipal  revenues  are 
contained  in  Tables  I,  VI  and  X  to  which  attention  is  respectfully 
directed.  An  examination  of  these  tables  discloses  the  fact  that  for 
the  period  covered,  local  assessed  valuations  as  a  whole  have  steadily 
increased  and  the  average  tax  rate  for  the  whole  State  also,  and  the 
amount  of  local  revenue  derived  has  increased  from  $8,068,489.45  in 
1911  to  $20,772,173.77  in  1924,  or  at  the  rate  of  slightly  more  than 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year.  If  to  this  be  added  the  average 
yearly  increase,  $417,741,  in  State  revenues  raised,  it  appears  that 
the  total  State  and  local  tax  burden  imposed  upon  the  taxpayers  has 
been  increasing  annually  for  the  last  thirteen  years  at  the  rate  of 
$1,318,024. 

Loe^  Assessed  Valuations 

The  year  1920  shows  the  largest  increase  in  the  total  local  assessed 
valuation  of  taxable  property,  more  than  $140,000,000,  of  any  year 
since  the  present  system  of  assessment  has  been  in  operation.  The 
year  1924,  however,  shows  a  very  substantial  gain,  $56,956,037.30; 
this  is  the  second  largest  gain,  being  exceeded  only  by  that  for  1920. 

The  increases  in  total  local  assessed  valuations  of  taxable  property 
for  the  six  years,  1919-1924  inclusive,  are  $46,809,933.00,  $140,- 
319,475.00,  $14,584,539.00,  $44,138,851.00,  $42,599,313.00  and 
$56,956,037.30  respectively. 

The  distribution  of  these  increases  with  reference  to  the  four  classes 
of  property  assessed  is  very  irregular.  In  1920  the  increase  in  the 
assessed  value  of  land  was  $8,291,103.00,  in  1924  it  was  $16,012,- 
703.80.  In  the  other  years  of  the  period  it  reached  $3,000,000  twice 
and  for  the  other  two  years  it  was  something  over  $2,000,000.  The 
increases  by  years  in  the  total  assessed  valuation  of  buildings  shows 
even  a  wider  variation;  the  increases  in  these  valuations  from  1919 
to  1924  inclusive,  are  $11,440,423.00,  $65,432,802.00,  $14,913,081.00, 
$22,809,659.00,  $26,928,822.00  and  $25,626,055.00  respectively.  The 
increases  in  the  assessed  valuations  of  tangible  personalty  fall  off 
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very  sharply  in  1922  and  1924  to  approximately  $5,000,000  in  each  of 
these  years,  while  the  other  years,  exclusive  of  1920,  show  increases 
of  more  than  $12,000,000,  and  1920  of  approximately  $32,000,000. 
The  assessed  valuation  of  intangible  personalty  shows  very  fcreat 
fluctuations  and  varies  from  a  loss  of  something  over  $16,000,000  in 
1921  to  a  gain  of  approximately  $35,000,000  in  1920.  The  increases 
in  the  assessed  valuation  of  this  class  of  property  seem  to  alternate, 
a  large  increase  usually  being  followed  by  a  substantial  reduction  in 
the  next  year  or  two.  The  decrease  of  approximately  $16,000,000  in 
1921  was  followed  by  an  increase  the  next  year  of  over  $14,000,000; 
in  1923  the  increase  was  less  than  $1,000,000,  and  in  1924  the  increase 
was  over  $10,000,000. 

Three  municipalities  show  a  loss  in  total  assessed  valuation  over 
1923,  one  a  very  substantial  loss,  10.32%;  the  other  two  losses  are 
^mall,  less  than  2%.  One  of  these  municipalities  shows  a  loss  in  all 
classes  of  property  except  intangible  personalty,  which  remains  the 
43ame  as  it  was  the  year  before.  The  total  of  these  decreases  is  not 
large,  considering  the  total  amount  of  property  assessed;  it  is  less 
thiEin  $700,000,  and  of  this  more  than  $570,000  is  represented  by  one 
loss,  which  is  readily  accounted  for  by  peculiar  local  conditions. 

As  a  whole  local  valuations  have  increased  substantially.  The 
total  increase  for  the  two-year  period  since  the  last  biennial  report  is 
$99,489,760.30,  while  the  increase  for  the  period  1921-1922,  covered 
by  the  last  report,  was  $58,645,169.00. 

The  gain  during  the  period  1923-1924  was  therefore  $40,844,591.30 
greater  than  it  was  during  1921-1922.  All  classes  of  property 
listed,  except  tangible  {)ersonal  property,  showed  increased  gains. 
In  the  two-year  period  1923-1924  the  assessed  value  of  land  increased 
by  $13,331,531.80  more  than  it  did  during  the  preceding  two-year 
period;  buildings  and  improvements,  $14,832,137.00;  and  intangible 
personal  property,  $13,730,293.50;  but  the  gain  in  assessed  valuation 
of  tangible  personalty  during  1923  and  1924  was  $1,049,371.00  less 
than  it  was  during  1921  and  1922. 

Eight  municipalities  show  a  loss  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  land 
in  1923,  and  five  in  1924,  and  two  a  loss  in  both  years.     In  one  case 
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the  loss  is  substantial,  over  $500,000,  and  is  probably  due  to  readjust- 
ments in  valuations  to  meet  changed  conditions. 

Two  municipalities  show  a  loss  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  build- 
ings in  1923,  and  three  in  1924,  none  of  which  are  serious  except  one, 
which  is  readily  accounted  for  by  peculiar  local  conditions.  The 
assessed  valuation  fell  off  in  five  municipaUties  in  1923  and  in  three 
in  1924.  Fifteen  municipalities  reduced  the  assessed  valuation  of 
intangible  property  in  1923,  and  fourteen  in  1924,  and  four  in  both 
years.  One  municipality  shows  no  change  in  1923  and  a  loss  in  1924, 
while  one  shows  a  loss  in  1923  and  no  change  in  1924. 

The  fluctuations  in  assessed  valuations  in  intangible  personalty 
are  to  be  expected,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the  fluctuations 
in  the  assessed  valuations  of  land  are  unaccountable. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  intangible  personalty  is  not  satisfactory; 
it  is  perfectly  apparent  that  a  considerable  amount  of  this  class  of 
property  is  escaping  taxation.  Approximately  80%  of  the  total 
assessed  valuation  is  in  Providence,  Pawtucket  and  Newport,  and  it 
appears  that  in  a  number  of  municipalities  no  serious  effort  is  made 
to  list  such  property  or  to  keep  it  on  the  list  after  it  is  discovered. 

Intangible  personalty  is  the  most  difficult  class  of  property  for  the 
assessors  to  uncover  under  favorable  conditions,  and  under  the 
conditions  confronting  some — inadequate  compensation,  inadequate 
clerical  assistance,  and  incomplete  records  or  none  at  all — ^the  chances 
for  reaching  any  substantial  amount  of  intangibles  are  so  remote  that 
the  assessors  are  naturally  not  very  enthusiastic  about  attempting 
its  discovery. 

The  average  local  rate  on  land,  buildings  and  improvements  and 
tangible  personalty  has  increased  slightly — ^from  $21.11  in  1922  to 
$21.33  in  1924  per  $1,000  of  assessed  valuation,  resulting  in  an 
increase  in  the  average  local  tax  rate  for  all  property  from  $17.82  to 
$18.12  per  $1,000.  Seventeen  municipalities  have  increased  their 
tax  rates  since  1922,  three  have  lowered  them,  and  others  remain  the 
same  as  they  were.  While  43%  of  the  municipalities  increased  their 
tax  rates  and  only  7%  reduced  them,  the  average  rate  was  very 
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slightly  affected  because,  almost  without  exception,  the  municipalities 
with  large  amounts  of  taxable  property  did  not  change  the  rates,  and 
such  increases  as  were  made  applied  to  only  a  comparatively  small 
amount  of  taxable  property. 

As  compared  with  other  states  our  rates  are  not  excessively  high, 
but  our  ^ussessed  valuations  in  the  centers  of  population  are  com- 
paratively high  and  the  tax  burden,  particularly  that  imposed  upon 
land,  buildings  and  improvements,  is  sufficiently  heavy  to  make 
uniformity  in  valuations  very  desirable,  if  not  absolutely  necessary 
to  avoid  a  serious  inequality  in  distribution.  The  demand  for  more 
and  more  revenue,  both  State  and  local,  appears  to  continue  unabated, 
and  attention  is  again  respectfuHy  called  to  the  fact  that  our  present 
system  of  raising  revenue  has  nearly,  if  not  quite,  reached  its  limit  of 
productivity  under  the  present  rates.  The  burden  now  borne  by  the 
classes  of  property  taxed  should  not  be  increased,  but  other  sources 
should  be  brought  into  use  if  any  substantial  increase  in  revenue  is  to 
be  required  in  the  near  future. 

Tax  Conferences 

The  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  conferences  on  taxation  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Tax  Association  were  held  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  West  Virginia,  September  24th  to  28th,  1923,  and  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  September  15th  to  19th,  1924,  respectively,  and 
were  attended  by  representatives  of  this  Department  under  author- 
ization of  the  Governor. 

Both  conferences  were  marked  by  record  attendances,  the  regis- 
tration list  at  each  exceeding  four  hundred,  and  the  conference  at 
St.  Louis  mustering  delegates  from  forty-five  states,  with  repre- 
sentatives from  Porto  Rico  and  Canada.  This  marked  indication 
of  a  rapidly  increasing  interest  in  the  taxation  problems  confronting 
Federal,  state  and  local  governments,  not  only  among  tax  adminis- 
trators, economists  and  students  of  the  subject,  but  on  the  part  of  the 
legal  profession  and  business  interests  of  the  country  generally, 
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furnishes  gratif3ring  evidence  of  the  growing  serious  attention  which 
is  being  accorded  this  intricate  and  perplexing  subject. 

In  a  comprehensive  program  covering  the  present  outstanding 
phases  of  the  prevailing  taxation  systems  in  operation  throughout  the 
coimtry,  perhaps  the  most  significant  features  of  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs  Conference  were  the  discussions  of  the  evils  of  tax  exemption, 
with  particular  reference  to  government  securities,  the  apportion- 
ment of  taxes  between  states  of  interstate  business  and  properties, 
and  the  standardization  of  the  reports  of  state  tax  commissions.  At 
this  conference  also  the  executive  conunittee  of  the  National  Tax 
Association  was  requested  to  appoint  a  standing  committee  on 
inheritance  taxation  to  arrange  for  the  S3rstematic  consideration  of 
this  whole  question  at  future  conferences,  and  to  stimulate  the 
interest  of  inheritance  tax  officials  in  an  effort  to  inaugurate  a  nation- 
wide campaign  for  greater  uniformity  in  inheritance  tax  laws  among 
the  states,  and  the  amelioration  of  existing  inequitable  impositions, 
annoyances,  delays  and  expense  in  the  settling  of  estates  under  both 
Federal  and  state  laws. 

This  conference  also  by  resolution  requested  the  National  Tax 
Association  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  the  question  of 
taxation  and  expenditures  for  highway  construction  and  maintenance, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  co-ordination  of  the  taxation  of 
transportation  agencies  using  the  highways,  with  other  transportation 
agencies. 

While  essentially  an  instrumentality  for  the  study  of  taxation,  the 
National  Tax  Association  has  for  some  years  experienced  a  growing 
inclination  to  extend  the  scope  of  its  activities  into  the  field  of  public 
expenditure.  This  tendency  has  crystallized  in  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  the  Association  to  investigate  this  whole  question 
and  to  suggest  some  practical  means  for  restricting  the  further 
growth  of  such  expenditures  and  curbing  possible  extravagance  and 
waste.  Hon.  Frank  O.  Lowden,  former  Governor  of  Illinois,  the 
success  of  whose  efforts  to  standardize  departmental  administration 
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and  accounting  in  that  state  is  nationally  recognized,  has  been  made 
the  chairman  of  this  committee. 

At  the  seventeenth  conference  at  St.  Louis  in  1924,  the  under- 
taking inaugurated  by  the  inheritance  tax  committee  appointed 
under  authority  of  the  previous  conference  took  definite  shape  in  the 
form  of  two  special  sessions  on.  inheritance  taxation,  occupying  an 
entire  day,  and  participated  in  by  representatives  of  some  of  the 
leading  firms  of  attorneys,  trust  companies  and  fiduciary  institutions 
of  the  country,  including  a  creditable  representation  from  these 
groups  in  Rhode  Island.  The  conference  adopted  a  resolution  which 
is  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  and  significance  to  be  reproduced 
here  in  fuU: 

"  Whereas,  The  recent  act  of  Congress  increasing  the  rates  of  the  Federal  estate 
tax  will  materially  affect  the  revenue  of  the  several  states  derived  from  the 
taxation  of  inheritances;  and 

"Whereas f  The  laws  and  administrative  practices  of  the  various  states  and  the 
Federal  Government  have  resulted  in  frequent  duplications  of  the  burden  and 
great  inequality  in  the  distribution  of  the  burden  among  the  citizens  of  the  several 
states;  and 

"  Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  conference,  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  several 
states  to  take  counsel  among  themselves  and  with  the  Federal  government  with 
respect  to  the  problems  of  inheritance  and  estate  taxation,  to  the  end  that  existing 
evils  may  be  corrected. 

"Now  Therefore  he  it  Resolved,  That  this  conference  hereby  recommends  that 
the  National  Tax  Association,  through  its  officers  or  an  appropriate  committee, 
take  such  steps  as  may  b^  necessary  to  bring  about  a  conference  of  properly 
qualified  representatives  of  the  State  and  Federal  governments,  and  take  such 
other  action  as  it  may  deem  advisable  to  further  the  purposes  of  this  resolution." 

Carrying  out  the  purpose  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  officers 
of  the  National  Tax  Association  issued  a  call  for  a  special  conference 
to  be  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  on  February  19th  and  20th,  1925, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  what  steps  may  be  taken  by  joint 
action  of  the  several  states  and  the  Federal  government  towards 
removing  the  existing  irritation  caused  by  the  overlapping  and  lack 
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of  harmony  in  the  various  state  inheritance  taxes  and  by  the  dis- 
turbing effects  of  the  Federal  estate  tax. 

Efforts  were  made  to  arouse  a  widespread  interest  in  this  conference 
on  the  part  of  all  public  and  private  instrumentalities  which  have 
experienced  the  results  of  the  present  chaotic,  conflicting  and  multiple 
taxes  levied  upon  transfers  at  death.  It  seemed  particularly  de- 
sirable that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  should  be  officially  represented 
at  this  conference.  While  the  Rhode  Island  law  imposes  no  such 
annoyances  or  hardships  upon  the  estates  of  non-resident  decedents 
by  reason  of  any  interest  which  the  estates  of  such  decedents  may 
have  in  the  securities  of  Rhode  Island  corporations,  bank  deposits  in 
this  State,  intangibles  in  safe  deposit  boxes  within  this  State,  securi- 
ties of  corporations  located  or  operating  within  this  State,  or  personal 
property  of  any  description,  the  executors,  administrators,  trustees 
and  beneficiaries  of  the  estates  of  Rhode  Island  decedents  suffer 
continually  from  the  impositions  outlined  above,  under  the  laws  of 
other  states. 

New  England  Conferences, — The  influence  of  the  movement  in- 
augurated by  the  National  Tax  Conference  at  St.  Louis  in  connection 
with  inheritance  taxation  was  reflected  in  the  action  of  the  twelfth 
conference  of  the  New  England  State  Tax  Officials'  Association  held 
at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  November  20th  and  21st,  1924,  where, 
after  an  animated  discussion  of  the  general  question,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  the  New  England  State  Tax  Officials'  Association  in  its  Twelfth 
Conference  assembled  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  November  21st,  1924, 
believing  that  the  Federal  Estate  Tax  materially  reduces  the  revenue  of  the 
several  states  by  levying  upon  a  source  to  which  the  states  are  peculiarly  entitled, 
that  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  is  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the  annoy- 
ance, expense  and  delay  entailed  in  settling  estates,  and  that  it  is  unwarranted 
because  it  is  an  excise  upon  a  privilege  not  granted  by  the  Federal  government 
but  by  the  states  individually,  recommends  that  every  legitimate  means  be  used 
by  its  officers  to  secure  its  repeal  and  that  the  influence  of  the  Association  be 
contributed  in  support  of  any  proper  movement  to  bring  this  about. 
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'*Resoloedf  That  the  secretary  of  the  Association  be  directed  to  forward  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  to  the  members  of  Congress  from  the  New  England  states." 

Copies  of  this  resolution  have  since  been  sent  to  the  forty-four 
members  of  Congress  from  the  New  England  states,  and  acknowledg- 
ments have  been  received  from  many  indicating  that  such  an  under- 
taking would  find  substantial  support  among  national  legislators. 

Among  other  subjects  taken  up  at  the  New  England  Conference  at 
Concord  were  the  apportionment  of  interstate  properties  for  purposes 
of  taxation,  recent  investigations  in  the  field  of  tax  exemptions, 
gasoline  and  motor  vehicle  taxes,  the  classification  of  growing  timber, 
the  taxation  of  machinery  and  merchandise,  the  financing  of  highway 
construction  and  maintenance,  recent  court  decisions  afifecting  in- 
heritance taxation,  standardization  of  tax  reports  in  the  New  England 
states,  experiences  with  budget  systems,  results  of  experiences  in  the 
New  England  states  in  the  efforts  to  reach  intangible  property,  ways 
and  means  to  educate  the  public  in  the  fundamentals  of  taxation,  and 
what  considerations  should  enter  into  the  valuation  of  real  estate  for 
purposes  of  taxation.  Hon.  Henry  F.  Long,  Commissioner  of  Cor- 
porations and  Taxation  of  Massachusetts,  was  elected  president  of 
the  Association  for  the  year  1925. 

The  program  of  the  eleventh  New  England  Conference,  held  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  December  6th  and  7th,  1923,  included  dis- 
cussions of  the  proposed  prohibition  of  the  further  issuance  of  tax 
exempt  securities  by  Professor  Fred  R.  Fairchild  of  Yale  University, 
the  place  of  the  income  tax  in  our  State  tax  systems,  the  operation  of 
Connecticut's  unincorporated  business  tax,  the  taxation  of  interstate 
public  utilities,  appraisal  of  manufacturing  plants  for  taxation  pur- 
poses, and  recent  and  proposed  tax  legislation  in  the  New  England 
states. 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials^  Association. — ^The  question  of  the 
taxation  and  registration  of  motor  vehicles  and  the  difficulty  of 
reaching  this  class  of  property  in  assessing  local  taxes  upon  tangible 
personalty  was  ably  and  comprehensively  discussed  by  Hon.  Henry 
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F.  Long,  Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  Taxation  of  Massa- 
chusetts, at  the  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax 
Officials'  Association,  held  on  December  19th,  1923.  The  State  of 
Massachusetts  at  the  present  time  is  proposing  an  excise  tax  upon 
automobiles  using  the  highways  of  that  State,  this  tax  to  be  in  addi- 
tion to  automobile  registration  fees  but  subject  to  deductions  to  the 
extent  of  any  property  taxes  assessed  locally.  The  excises  are  to  be 
assessed  and  collected  by  the  cities  and  towns,  and  no  automobile  will 
be  accepted  for  registration  by  the  State  without  a  permit  issued  by 
the  town  authorities.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Masschusetts  has 
declared  that  such  a  law  would  be  constitutional  and  legislative  action 
will  be  attempted  this  year. 

At  the  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  on  December 
17th,  1924,  Mr.  Paul  Edward  Moyer  of  the  editorial  stafiF  of  the 
Providence  Journal  delivered  an  exceptionally  well-considered  dis- 
course on  " Rational  Taxation."  The  employment  of  aerial  mapping 
in  connection  with  taxation  work  was  explained  by  Mr.  Charles  M. 
Emerson  of  the  Fairchild  Aerial  Surveys  of  New  York,  and  the  use 
of  this  method  in  lieu  of  ground  surveys  in  remapping  certain  portions 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  described. 

The  addresses  above  referred  to,  with  other  features  of  these  two 
meetings,  were  published  in  full  in  Association  Bulletins  No.  11  and 
No.  12,  to  which  attention  is  respectfully  invited. 

Conformably  with  the  recommendations  of  its  committee  on  the 
valuation  and  assessment  of  automobiles  in  1922,  the  Association  is 
now  compiling  and  publishing  annually,  through  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  for  the  use  of  local  assessors,  a  series 
of  tables  showing  the  list  prices  of  the  makes  of  motor  vehicles  in 
general  use,  arranged  according  to  the  years  of  manufacture,  with 
depreciation  tables  indicating  present  market  values.  These  tables 
have  proven  of  considerable  assistance  to  local  assessors  throughout 
the  State  in  placing  valuations  upon  pleasure  cars,  motor  trucks,  and 
public  motor  conveyances  for  purposes  of  taxation. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pbrcentagb  of  Tax  Asskssbd  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1922,  1923  AND  1924. 


CrriBS  AND  Towns. 


Barrington 


Bristol 


Burrillville. 


Central  Falls. 


Charlestown 


Coventry. 


Cranston. 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence. 


Exeter, 


Foster. 


Glocester , 


Year 


fl922 
\  1923 
[1924 

1922 
1923 
tl924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 

1923 

^1924 

[1922 
\  1923 
[1924 


1922 
i  1923 
[l924 


1922 

i  1923 

1924 


1922 

1923 

U924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


Tax  on  Land. 


$33,498.50 
33,573.44 
37,210.62 

66.113.04 
70,058.40 
69,588.20 

24.619.50 
24,382.50 
24.808.00 

63,270.96 
63,507.84 
63.257.94 

4,346.60 
4.522.50 
4,701.50 

12.447.00 
11.406.00 
12.936.21 

169.505.20 
179,972.20 
182.371 .  10 

43,945.69 
61.197.78 
60.963.63 

12,907.60 
14.479.71 
15.121.37 

107.297.15 
108,501.75 
108.608.12 

4.883.06 
4.903.90 
4.966.76 

5.198.24 
5.191.60 
6,502.74 

8.235.06 
8.228.67 
8.242.03 


Per 

Gent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


26.46 
26.91 
26.08 

26.60 
26.73 
26.13 

21.32 
20.78 
20.70 

15.60 
15.19 
14.97 

28.89 
28.27 
27.71 

16.10 
15.82 
15.50 

25.97 
24.20 
22.75 

23.82 
22.91 
22.76 

19.88 
20.01 
19.62 

23.06 
22.16 
20.61 

53.78 
63.37 
51.40 

39.26 
40.80 
39.87 

39.12 
38.89 
37.96 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


$62,366.20 
60,897.60 
70,000.48 

124,774.24 
134.906.40 
136.626.65 

57.060.00 
67.839.00 
68.605.00 

216.944.79 
226.844.67 
239.809.29 

9.286.50 

0.867.50 

10.301.50 

41.935.05 
39.003.75 
44.439.85 

393.697.00 
453.843.20 
482.551.70 

87.612.10 
108.007.40 
109.421.95 

36.480.50 
39.097.06 
43.436.25 

281.684.87 
300.625.50 
327.700. 17 

2.434.27 
2,465.03 
2.480.03 

4.708.90 
4.706.80 
6.170.09 

9.008.66 
9.066.89 
9.100.49 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


49.27 
48.80 
49.12 

50.20 
51. 4S 
51.30 

49.42 
49.31 
48.92 

53.48 
54.01 
56.77 

61.72 
61.68 
61.25 

54.27 
54.09 
53.54 

60.31 
61.01 
60.20 

47.49 
48.34 
48.87 

64.65 
54.86 
66.37 

60.53 
61.41 
62.19 

26.81 
26.83 
25.76 

35.55 
37.68 
37.46 

42.78 
42.79 
41.92 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pbbcbntage  or  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1922,  1923  AND  1924. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$25,660.35 

20.19 

$5,162.00 

4.08 

$126,587.05 

$126,427.25 

24,770.00 

19.85 

6,540.80 

4.44 

124,781.84 

124,631.44  ' 

29.138.12 

20.42 

6,248.00 

4.38 

142,696.22 

142,534.30. 

45.325.84 

18.24 

12,319.60 

4.96 

248,532.72 

248,132.00 

48.031.20 

18.67 

8,170.40 

3.12 

262,066.40 

261,618.40  > 

49,347.65 

18.53 

10,758.80 

4.04 

266,321.30 

265,938.95 

33.567.00 

29.07 

223.52 

.19 

115,479.02 

115,295.02 

34.867.00 

29.72 

223.52 

.19 

117,312.02 

117,132.02  ' 

36.202.00 

30.22 

193.92 

.16 

119,808.92 

119,668.92 

121.430.29 

29.93 

4,026.80 

.99 

405,672.84 

405,412.47 

124,372.73 

29.74 

4,416.82 

1.06 

418,142.06 

417,931.20  • 

114,419.72 

27.09 

4,934.15 

1.17 

422,421.10 

422,232.73 

993.00 

0.61 

418.80 

2.78 

15,043.80 

14,955.30* 

1,148.50 

7.18 

458.80 

2.87 

15.997.30 

15,910.30 

1.385.50 

8.17 

486.80 

2.87 

16,965.30 

16,884.30 

21,415.05 

27.71 

1,481.20 

1.92 

77,278.30 

77,050.851 

20.418.75 

28.31 

1.286.00 

1.78 

72,114.50 

71,870.00  ' 

24,386.88 

29.38 

1,234.80 

1.49 

82,997.74 

82,724.14. 

74.888.20 

11.47 

14,678.56 

2.25 

652,768.96 

651,927.76 

93,539.90 

12.57 

16,478.46 

2.22 

743,833.76 

743,099.16  - 

122,276.00 

15.25 

14,398.14 

1.80 

801,696.94 

800,992.44 

51,517.13 

27.92 

1.415.04 

.77 

184,490.05 

184.272.25 

62,736.10 

28.08 

1,484.64 

.67 

223,425.92 

223,194.12 

61,639.80 

27.53 

1,889.40 

.84 

223,904.78 

223,729.98j 

12,246.00 

18.86 

4,294.40 

6.61 

64,937.40 

64,707.40 

13.603.58 

18.80 

4,584.92 

6.33 

72,365.27 

72,171.77  - 

16,021.60 

19.50 

3.475.32 

4.51 

77,054.54 

76,866.64, 

71,361.80 

15.34 

4,992.42 

1.07 

465,336.24 

464,502.65 

75,242.16 

15.37 

5,214.64 

1.06 

489.584.05 

488.563.66 

85,033.31 

16.14 

5,592.06 

1.06 

526,933.66 

526,015.02. 

1,130.40 

12.45 

632.00 

6.96 

9.079.73 

9.079.73 

1,199.40 

13.05 

620.00 

6.75 

9,188.33 

9.188.33  ' 

1,580.40 

16.36 

626.00 

6.48 

9,662.18 

9.662.18. 

3,127.80 

23.62 

209.12 

1.58 

13,244.06 

13,051.96 

2,565.80 

20.16 

172.72 

1.36 

12,725.92 

12,568.82 

2,923.51 

21.18 

205.72 

1.49 

18,802.06 

13,635.11. 

3,332.25 

15.83 

477.54 

2.27 

21.053.40 

20,888.941 

3,442.62 

16.27 

432.16 

2.05 

21,150.34 

21,003.88  - 

3,838.86 

17.68 

529.42 

• 

2.44 

21,710.80 

21,555.34. 
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TABLE  VIL-^Continued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Ukdeb  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1922,  1923  AND  1924. 


Crnss  AMD  TowMS. 


Year. 


Hopkinton. 


Jamestown 


Johnston , 


Lincoln. 


Little  Compton 


Middletown 


Narrasansett. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham. 


North  Kingstown. 


North  Providence , 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket. 


1922 
1923 
1924 


1922 
1923 
1924 


Tax  on  Land. 


$8,949.70 
8.698.70 
8.932.70 


1922 

24.235.67 

1923 

24.283.72 

1924 

25.952.97 

ri922 

32,118.10 

1923 

32.446.40 

1924 

36.030.99 

1922 

22.499.68 

1923 

22.812.70 

1924 

23.261.08 

1922 

7,280.13 

1923 

7.880.48 

1924 

8.181.40 

1922 

21.051.36 

1923 

21.298.26 

1924 

23.263.56 

1922 

35.238.61 

1923 

40.229.90 

1924 

40.544.90 

387,305.96 
399,975.93 
405,123.16 


1922 
1923 
1924 

10.101.87 
10.066.25 
10^052.50 

1922 
1923 
1924 

19,844.73 
24.260.87 
23.413.51 

1922 
1923 
1924 

22.204.72 
27.682.81 
28.460.86 

1922 
1923 
1924 

9.434.60 
11,481.75 
12,441.00 

1922 
1923 
1924 

343,288.60 
349,164.60 
354.652.80 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


21.91 
20.86 
20.78 

44.29 
43.79 
41.88 

30.65 
29.89 
30.01 

14.50 
13.78 
13.55 

29.87 
30.00 
28.66 

42.99 
42.02 
41.87 

46.85 
45.92 
45.76 

32.03 
32.14 
31.63 

42.75 
41.72 
41.58 

21.64 
23.82 
22.22 

21.92 
20.83 
20.25 

12.96 
15.06 
15.40 

16.37 
16.04 
15.69 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


$22,961.84 
23,068.34 
24,014.00 

25.177.03 
25,643.58 
28,910.06 

53,435.70 
55,584.40 
62,558.33 

97,260.30 
104.050.40 
108.105.80 

10.770.90 
11.801.15 
13.520.90 

21.009.00 
21.895.80 
24.365.90 

30,073.05 
35,760.20 
36,123.20 

564,918.00 
591,425.72 
609,065.97 

9,106.25 
9,310.00 
9,290.00 

54,391.95 
58,892.50 
61,503.85 

67,167.62 
75,561.06 
81,539.06 

40,188.90 
43,137.00 
45.015.00 

068.299.80 
1.028.844.20 
1.101,404.80 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


56.21 
55.31 
55.86 

46.01 
46.24 
46.65 

50.99 
51.22 
52.10 

62.66 
62.88 
62.98 

43.44 

44.93 
47.37 

42.90 
43.19 
43.86 

89.98 
40.82 
40.77 

46.72 
47.52 
47.56 

38.54 
38.58 
38.42 

50.30 
57.83 
58.36 

56.43 
56.84 
58.03 

55.20 
56.60 
55.72 

45.93 
47.11 
48.71 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1922,  1923  AND  1924. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Peiaonal. 

Per 
Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Personal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptiona. 

• 

Total 
Net  Tax. 

$8,440.30 
9,416.60 
9,522.60 

20.66 
22.58 
22.15 

$498.26 
521.58 
522.12 

1.22 
1.25 
1.21 

$40,850.10 
41,705.22 
42,991.42 

$40,489.10' 
41.419.22 
42.716.42^ 

ft 

4,133.85 
4,316.36 
6,023.41 

7.55 
7.78 
9.72 

1,175.67 
1,211.53 
1.088.48 

2.15 
2.19 
1.75 

54,722.22 
55,455.19 
61,974.92 

64.621.47 
65,354.44 
61.861.17, 

ft 

17.299.20 
18,501.60 
19,195.20 

16.50 
17.05 
15.99 

1,948.20 
1.992.40 
2.282.32 

1.86 
1.84 
1.90 

104,801.20 
108,524.80 
120,066.84 

104,730.00 
108,453.70 
119,990.30. 

ft 

34,804.00 
.38,062.00 
39,713.00 

22.42 
23.00 
23.14 

647.60 
556.00 
560.80 

.42 
.34 
.33 

155,211.58 
165,490.10 
171,640.68 

166.130.98 
165.429.50 
171,580.08. 

ft 

3,468.15 
3,473.00 
3,647.50 

13.99 
13.22 
12.78 

3.271.80 
8.111.40 
3.193.00 

13.20 
11.85 
11.19 

24,790.98 
26.266.03 
28.642.80 

24,788.98 
26,264.03 
28,540.80. 

ft 

4,894.20 
5,151.00 
5,707.98 

9.99 
10.16 
10.27 

2.015.00 
2.348.60 
2.224.00 

4.12 
4.63 
4.00 

'48,969.56 
50,693.66 
65,561.44 

48,969.56 
50,693.66  • 
55,661.44 

7,635.25 
9,319.00 
9,721.00 

10.15 
10.64 
10.97 

2,269.40 
2,291.00 
2.220.60 

3.02 
2.62 
2.50 

75,216.31 
87,600.10 
88,609.70 

76.158.56] 
87,564.10  t 
88,575. 70  J 

144,630.04 
147,422.14 
153,512.19 

11.96 
11.85 
11.99 

112.439.60 
106.679.20 
112.988.00 

9.29 
8.49 
8.82 

1,209,293.60 
1,244.502.99 
1,280,689.32 

1.208,713.60 
1,244,003.19  • 
1,280,240.42] 

4.046.25 
4.365.00 
4,448.75 

17.13 
18.09 
18.40 

373.60 
388.40 
386.40 

1.58 
1.61 
1.60 

23,627.97 
24,129.66 
24,177.65 

23.640.47 
24.042.16  - 
24,090.16, 

14,493.15 
15,664.05 
17,464.33 

15.80 
15.38 
16.67 

2.987.70 
3.020.70 
3,008.50 

3.26 
2.97 
2.85 

91,717.53 
101,838.21 
105,390.19 

91,332.23 
101,469.66  • 
105,044.44, 

21,672.00 
29,426.25 
30.276.75 

21.39 
22.14 
21.54 

260.00 
256.20 
255.20 

.26 
.19 
.18 

101,304.34 
132.925.32 
140,531.87 

101,194.84 
132,832.67  ' 
140,439.12, 

22.626.70 
21,205.50 
22333.75 

31.08 
27.82 
28.27 

554.42 
395.32 
493.94 

.76 
.52 
.61 

72,804.62 
76,219.67 
80,783.69 

72,714.62 
76,144.57 
80,723.69, 

715,199.60 
748,730.00 
747.710.80 

34.10 
34.37 
33.07 

75.360.28 
54,150.56 
57,122.16 

3.60 
2.48 
2.53 

2,097,148.28 
2,178,389.36 
2.260.890.66 

2,095,660.68 
2,177,287.36  - 
2.259,290.16, 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pbrcbntagb  of  Tax  Abbbssxd  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1922,  1923  AND  1924. 


CiTXBS  AND  Towns. 


Portsmouth. 


Providence , 


Richmond 


Scituate . 


Sroithfield 


South  Kingstown. 


Tiverton 


Warren. 


Warwick 


Westerly 


West  Greenwich . 


West  Warwick 


Woonsocket. 


Year 


Tax  on  Land 


1922 
1023 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


The  State 


1 


1922 
1923 
1924 


tl6,712.15 
17,231.65 
18,155.65 

2,569,317.35 
2,582,378.13 
2.753.423.84 

3,854.06 
4.624.88 
4.632.38 

13.350.76 
15,337.76 
15.796.56 

8,707.66 
10.638.07 
10.836.30 

21.951.99 
26,117.10 
25,446.33 

19.873.81 
20,530.06 
29.555.06 

25.004.20 
27,178.40 
29.620.51 

06.184.62 
97.633.08 
99.860.32 

92,457.50 
95,168.75 
95,757.60 

4.298.00 
4.648.87 
4.648.00 

20.060.42 
19,858.75 
21.128.74 

211.478.00 
213,001.00 
363,464.00 


S4. 603.080. 64 
4.693.456.06 
5.060.914.73 


Per 

Cent,  of 

ToUl 

Tax. 


39.95 
41.11 
40.73 

27.11 
26.27 
26.66 

15.61 
15.45 
14.89 

22.99 
17.93 
21.18 

14.10 
14.31 
13.94 

20.48 
20.08 
19.05 

22.81 
22.50 
22.41 

14.44 
14.31 
13.50 

25.05 
24.73 
24.02 

27.07 
27.65 
26.15 

68.00 
57.31 
68.20 

8.07 
8.62 
8.72 

17.56 
16.00 
23.74 


24.66 
23.80 
24.36 


Tax  on 

Buildings  and 

Improvements. 


$15,830.50 
17.500.50 
18.275.50 

4.327.401.40 
4.564,717.77 
4.822.125.05 

12.741.87 
15,721.50 
16.012.50 

20.581.60 
53.636.40 
45.221.62 

31.157.85 
37.010.10 
30.061.73 

64.048.33 
63.884.70 
64.878.04 

65.027.84 
56.681.04 
82.428.20 

82,076.00 

00.685.65 

111,442.41 

216.305.02 
232.632.62 
247.601.42 

186.038.75 
102.423.75 
210.671.25 

2.006.50 
2.226.86 
2.206.00 

114.084.68 
114.648.35 
121.840.37 

663,152.00 
604.152.00 
668.630.00 


S8.067,301.74 

0.575,271.48 

10.185.562.11 


Per 

Cent,  of 
Toul 
Tax 


37  85 

41.78 
41.00 

45.66 
46.42 
46.70 

51.65 
52.51 
51.49 

50.90 
62.70 
60.63 

50  45 
49  81 
50.24 

50.43 
51.07 

50.SS 

63.16 
62.12 
62.50 

47.39 
47.74 
50.79 

58.35 
59.00 
59.57 

56.28 
55.91 
57.30 

28.29 
27.45 
27.61 

51.38 
49.74 
50.28 

45.92 
45.65 
43.01 


47.98 
48.73 
49.00 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pbbcentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

1922,  1923  AND  1924. 


• 

Tax  oo  Tangible 

Per 
Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

92,648.50 

6.33 

$6,639.54 

15.87 

$41,830.69 

$41,810.60^ 

3.112.50 

7.43 

4,059.20 

9.68 

41.912.85 

41.892.85 

ft 

3,188.50 

7.15 

4,955.20 

11.12 

44,574.85 

44.574.85 

2.110.461.60 

22.27 

470.624.00 

4.96 

9.477,894.36 

9.474,721.99 

2,183.056.50 

22.20 

502.162.00 

5.11 

9,832,314.40 

9,829,279.32  - 

2^220,357.90 

21.50 

530.888.08 

6.14 

10,326.795.77 

10,323.690. 17  J 

7,716.25 

31.28 

359.24 

1.46 

24.671.42 

24.628. 92 ' 

9,277.88 

30.99 

316.40 

1.05 

29.940.66 

29.874.66 

* 

10.186.87 

32.76 

268.40 

.86 

31.100.15 

31,037.15^ 

14.211.20 

24.46 

959.00 

1.65 

58.111.56 

57,987.56' 

15.160.80 

17.73 

1,403.60 

1.64 

85.538.56 

85,432. 16 

1 

11,600.80 

15.55 

1,973.70 

2.64 

74,592.58 

74,470.18 

21,109.27 

34.18 

780.83 

1.27 

61,755.60 

61,694.10 

25,914.67 

34.87 

765.23 

1.01 

74,327.07 

74,273.07 

k 

27,120.98 

34.88 

733.20 

.94 

77,752.21 

77,638.46. 

16.443.90 

15.34 

14,741.16 

13.75 

107,185.38 

106.805.53] 

20.368.60 

16.28 

15.723.84 

12.57 

125,094.24 

124.710.94  - 

21,354.35 

16.75 

15.837.24 

12.42 

127,516.86 

127,166.26. 

9,687.84 

11.12 

2,535.50 

2.91 

87,124.99 

86,915.39' 

*       11,504.40 

12.60 

2,536.70 

2.78 

91,251.20 

91,057.60  • 

17.383.97 

13.18 

2,512.50 

1.91 

131,880.63 

131,607.73. 

61.171.00 

35.32 

4,931.10 

2.85 

173,181.30 

173,083.80" 

66,771.52 

35.16 

5,307.10 

2.79 

189,942.67 

189,863.87  - 

72,881.34 

33.22 

5.452.50 

2.49 

219,405.76 

219,333.36. 

39,319.96 

10.60 

18,901.92 

5.10 

370,711.52 

369.643.12' 

45,973.16 

11.66 

18,181.18 

4.61 

394.320.94 

393,332.94 

ft 

50.401.56 

12.13 

17,800.20 

4.28 

415,663.50 

414.776.70. 

39,528.75 

11.96 

12,534.40 

3.79 

330,560.40 

330,232.90' 

43.912.50 

12.76 

12.684.40 

3.68 

344,189.40 

343,912.90  - 

46,505.00 

12.70 

13.402.00 

3.66 

366,235.75 

365,984.25 

952.88 

12.86 

62.80 

.86 

7,410.18 

7,350.68' 

1.137.50 

14.02 

98.80 

1.22 

8,112.03 

8,052.53  - 

1.034.25 

12.95 

98.80 

1.24 

7,986.05 

7.926.65. 

o4.<rlv .  Ov 

37.96 

3.770.62 

1.69 

223,735.21 

223,305.96 

01.447.94 

39.68 

4.513.68 

1.96 

230,468.72 

230.171.13  ' 

94.095.07 

38.82 

5.290.51 

2.18 

242.363.69 

242,065.08, 

425,765.00 

35.35 

14.094.30 

1.17 

1,204,489.30 

1,204,175.30' 
1,323,218.40  > 

490.490.00 

37.06 

15.889.40 

1.20 

1,323,532.40 

494,231.00 

32.28 

14.926.20 

.97 

1,531,251.20 

1,531,033. 20  J 

1 
1 

S4.303.173. 54 

23.05 

$805,066.84 

4.31 

$18,668,622.76 

$18,664,904.61' 

4.570,018.21 

23.26 

808.636.30 

4.12 

19,647,382.05 

19,634,893.62^ 

4.687.312.20 

22.56 

851.056.58 

4.09 

20,784,845.62 

20,772,173.77, 

1 
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TABLE  IX. 

Pas  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  thb 

Ybabs  1922,  1923  and  1924. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Barrington 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Fails 


Charles  town 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence , 


Year. 


1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
1 1923 
[l924 

[1922 
I  1923 
[1924 


1922 
1923 
1924 

fl922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
]l923 
[l924 

[1922 
I  1923 
[1924 


1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
]l923 
[1924 


V»IuatioD. 


$8,423,750 
8,828,365 
9,305,540 

13,243,400 
12,602,100 
13,547,600 

5,809,455 
5,901,305 
6,022,230 

18,846,065 
19,482,622 
19,780,141 

1,558,350 
1,659,850 
1,761,450 

5,967,700 
5,967,880 
6,129,010 

35,531,060 
40,449,690 
42,928,850 

11,436,015 
12,040,080 
12,148,280 

4.094,250 
4,289,805 
4,204,340 

23,234,240 
24,320,280 
26,180,060 


Population 
1920  census. 


3,897 
3,897 
3,897 

11,375 
11,375 
11,375 

8,606 
8,606 
8,606 

24,174 
24,174 
24,174 

759 
759 
759 

5,670 
5,670 
5,670 

29,407 
29,407 
29,407 

10,077 
10,077 
10,077 

3,290 
3,290 
3,290 

21,793 
21,793 
21,793 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$2,161.60 
2,265.43 
2,387.87 

1,164.26 
1,107.88 
1,191.00 

675.05 
685.72 
699.77 

779.60 
805.93 
818.24 

2,053.16 
2,186.89 
2,320.75 

1,052.51 
1,052.54 
1,080.95 

1,208.25 
1,375.51 
1,459.82 

1,134.87 
1,194.81 
1,205.54 

1,244.45 
1,303.89 

1,277.91 

1,066.14 
1,11597 
1,201.30 
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TABLE  IX.—Continued. 

Pbb  Capita  AasBSSBD  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1922,  1923  and  1924. 


Town  ob  Citt. 


Exeter, 


Foster. 


Gloeester, 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown 


Johnston 


Lincoln, 


Little  Comptou 


Middletown 


Narragansett 


Year. 


[1^2 
]l923 
[l924 


1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
J1923 

[l924 


fl922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

fl922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


ValuAtion. 


$721,182 
726,222 
758,912 

694,422 
662,985 
690,520 

1.480,145 
1,479,486 
1,534,083 

2,124,107 
2,175,277 
2,240,245 

3,742,035 
3,795,975 
3,954,706 

5,626,140 
5,821,165 
6,045,370 

7,886,069 
8,382,674 
8,691,164 

2,969,668 
3,093,113 
3,332,730 

4,416,630 
4,615,905 
4,658.880 

4,732,445 
4,835,905 
4,872,905 


Population 
1920  oentufl. 


1,033 
1,033 
1,033 

905 
905 
905 

1,389 
1,389 
1,389 

2,316 
2,316 
2,316 

1,633 
1,633 
1,633 

6,855 
6,855 
6,855 

9,543 
9,543 
9,543 

1,389 
1,389 
1,389 

2,094 
2,094 
2.094 

993 
993 
993 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$698.14 
703.02 
734.67 

767.32 
732.58 
763.00 

1,065.62 
1,065.14 
1,104.45 

917.15 
939.24 
967.29 

2,291.51 
2,324.54 
2,421.74 

820.74 
849.19 
881.89 

826.37 
878.41 
910.74 

2,137.99 
2,226.86 
2,399.37 

2,109.18 
2,204.35 
2,224.87 

4,765.81 
4,869.99 
4,907.25 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Pbr  Capita  Assbssbd  Valuation  of  thb  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  thb 

Years  1922,  1923  and  1924. 


TolfM   OB  CiTT. 


Newport, 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown , 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Portsmouth 


Providence , 


Richmond 


Soituate 


Year. 


1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 

fl922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
]l923 
[l924 

[1922 
I  1923 
[l924 


1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
]l923 
[1924 

[1922 
]l923 
[l924 


Valuation. 


$82,923,600 
80,626,700 
82,558,690 

1,020,075 
1,043,260 
1,044,760 

6,654,410 
6,883,616 
6,121,885 

6,793,990 
7,639,650 
8,074,310 

3,746,615 
6,148,780 
6,472,135 

119,850,090 
119,694,480 
124,388,940 

5,177,001 
4,798,166 
6,200,765 

509,137,150 
631,065,440 
558,490,850 

2,031,385 
2,049,660 
2,118,350 

3,803,585 
6,602,235 
5,024,005 


Population 
1920  census. 


30,256 
30,255 
30,255 

1,038 
1,038 
1,038 

3,397 
3,397 
3,397 

7,697 
7,697 
7,697 

3,206 
3,206 

3,206 

64,248 
64,248 
64,248 

2,590 
2,590 
2,590 

237,696 
237,696 
237,595 

1,301 
1,301 
1,301 

3,006 
3,006 
3,006 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$2,740.82 
2,664.87 

2,728.76 

982.73 
1,005.06 
1,006.50 

1,664.53 
1,731.97 
1,802.14 

882.68 

992.55 

1,049.02 

1,168.63 
1,605.96 
1,706.84 

1,865.43 
1,863.01 
1,936.07 

1,998.85 
1,852.57 
2,008.02 

2,142.88 
2,235.17 
2,350.60 

1,661.40 
1,575.44 
1,628.25 

1,266.33 
1,863.68 
1,671.32 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Pbr  Capita  Assessbd  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1922,  1923  and  1924. 


Tows  OB  CiTT. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiyerton 


Warren, 


Warwick.. 


Westerly, 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick, 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


Year. 


[1922 
{l923 
[l924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
h923 
[l924 

[1922 
I  1923 
[1924 

[1922 
1 1923 
[1924 

[1922 
]l923 

[1924 


Valuation. 


$4,256,093 
5,089,998 
5,303,650 

8,799,355 
9,379,755 
9,668,490 

5,907,618 

6,166,538 

*6,240,526 

9,639,610 
10,031,000 
10,743,040 

22,256,740 
23,302,083 
24,296,955 

15,840,700 
16,419,400 
17,452,950 

432,150 
479,200 
472,000 

13,855,716 

14,401,626 

♦15,249,778 

63,027,625 
69,338,800 
79,536,900 

1,046,690,636 

1,089,289,949 

•1,146,245,985 


Populstion 
19^  oenaus. 


3,199 
3,199 
3,199 

5,181 
5,181 
5,181 

3,894 
3,894 
3,894 

7,841 
7,841 
7,841 

13,481 
13,481 
13,481 

9,952 
9,952 
9,952 

367 
367 
367 

15,461 
15,461 
15,461 

43,496 
43,496 
43,496 

604,403 
604,403 
604,403 


Per  CapiU 

Valuation. 


$1,330.45 
1,591.12 
1,657.91 

1,698.39 
1,810.42 
1,866.14 

1,517.11 
1,583.60 
1,602.60 

1,229.39 
1,279.30 
1,370.11 

1,650.97 
1,728.51 
1,802.31 

1,591.71 
1,649.86 
1,753.71 

1,177.52 
1,305.72 
1,286.10 

896.17 
931.48 
986.34 

1,449.05 
1,594.14 
1,828.60 

1.731.78 
1,802.26 
1,896.49 


*80  cents  in  Tiverton  valuation  and  50  cents  in  West  Warwick  valuation  omitted. 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Pbb  Capita  Assibssbd  Valuation  ov  thb  Statb,  Crms  and  Towns  for  thi 

Ybars  1922,  1923  and  1924. 


TOITN   OB  CXTT. 


Newport, 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


Richmond 


Scituate 


Year. 


1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
]l923 

[l924 


1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
]l923 
[l924 


[1922 
h923 
[1924 

[1922 
]  1923 
[1924 


1922 
1923 
1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 

1923 

[1924 

1922 

<  1923 

1924 


Valuation. 


$82,923,600 
80,625,700 
82,558,690 

1,020,075 
1,043,250 
1,044,750 

5,654,410 
5,883,515 
6,121,885 

6,793,990 
7,639,650 
8,074,310 

3,746,615 
5,148,780 
5,472,135 

119,850,090 
119,694,480 
124,388,940 

5,177,001 
4,798,165 
5,200,765 

509,137,150 
531,065,440 
558,490,850 

2,031,385 
2,049,650 
2,118,350 

3,803,585 
5,602,235 
5,024,005 


Population 
1920  census. 


30,255 
30,255 
30,256 

1,038 
1,038 
1,038 

3,397 
3,397 
3,397 

7,697 
7,697 
7,697 

3,206 
3,206 
3,206 

64,248 
64,248 
64,248 

2,590 
2,590 
2,590 

237,595 
237,595 
237,595 

1,301 
1,301 
1,301 

3,006 
3,006 
3,006 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$2,740.82 
2,664.87 
2,728.76 

982.73 

1,005.06 
1,006.50 

1,664.53 
1,731.97 
1,802.14 

882.68 

992.55 

1,049.02 

1,168.63 
1,605.96 
1,706.84 

1,865.43 
1,863.01 
1,936.07 

1,998.85 
1,852.57 
2,008.02 

2,142.88 
2,235.17 
2,350.60 

1,561.40 
1,575.44 
1,628.25 

1,265.33 
1,863.68 
1,671.32 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Pbr  Capita  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns  for  the 

Years  1922,  1923  and  1924. 


Town  or  Citt. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Warren 


Warwick 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick, 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


Year. 


1922 
1923 
1924 

[1922 
I  1923 
[l924 


[1922 
I  1923 
[1924 


[1922 
]l923 
[  1924 


[1922 
]l923 
[1924 


1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
]l923 

[1924 

1922 
1923 
1924 


[1922 
1 1923 
[1924 

[1922 
I  1923 
[1924 


Valuation. 


$4,256,093 
5,089,998 
5,303,650 

8,799,355 
9,379,755 
9,668,490 

5,907,618 

6,166,538 

♦6,240,526 

9,639,610 
10,031,000 
10,743,040 

22,256,740 
23,302,083 
24,296,955 

15,840,700 
16,419,400 
17,452,950 

432,150 
479,200 
472,000 

13,855,716 

14,401,626 

♦15,249,778 

63,027,625 
69,338,800 
79,536,900 

1,046,690,636 

1,089,289,949 

♦1,146,245,985 


P^ulation 
19^  census. 


3,199 
3,199 
3,199 

5,181 
5,181 
5,181 

3,894 
3,894 
3,894 

7,841 

7,841 
7,841 

13,481 
13,481 
13,481 

9,952 
9,952 
9,952 

367 
367 
367 

15,461 
15,461 
15,461 

43,496 
43,496 
43,496 

604,403 
604,403 
604,403 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$1,330.45 
1,591.12 
1,657.91 

1,698.39 
1,810.42 
1,866.14 

1,517.11 
1,583.60 
1,602.60 

1,229.39 
1,279.30 
1,370.11 

1,650.97 
1,728.61 
1,802.31 

1,591.71 
1,649.86 
1,753.71 

1,177.52 
1,305.72 
1,286.10 

896.17 
931.48 
986.34 

1,449.05 
1,594.14 
1,828.60 

1,731.78 
1,802.26 
1,896.49 


*80  cents  in  Tiverton  valuation  and  50  cents  in  West  Warwick  valuation  omitted. 
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to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  recommendations  made 
by  the  committee  on  standardization  of  reports  of  State  tax  de 
partments  to  the  National  tax  conferences  in  1923  and  1924. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  practically  all  revenues  col- 
lected by  or  paid  to  the  General  Treasurer  are  for  the  use  of  the 
State.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  direct  state  tax  on 
cities  and  towns  in  1925  and  1926  represented  approximately  O^f 
of  the  total  property  taxes  levied  by  the  several  municipalities  in 
those  vears. 

The  sources,  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  classified  under  the  fol- 
lowing headings: 

Direct  State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on   Savings  and   Participation   Accounts  in   Savings   Banks.  State 
Banks  and  Trust  (^mipanies. 
Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 
Fines  and  Costs  from  Courts. 
Fees  for  Coriwration  Charters. 
Tax  on  Motor  Vehicle  Fuels. 
Oyster  Ground  Ucntals. 
Municipal  License  Fees. 

Motor  Vehicle  Ueiristration  and  License  Fees. 

State  Tax  on  Manufacturing.  Mercantile  and  Business  (Corporations. 
Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax  on  Domestic  Corporations. 
■State  Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations. 
Taxes  on  Net  Kstates.  Inheritances.  I-egacies  and  Gifts. 
Tax  on  Interest-bearing  Deposits  in  National  Banks. 
♦Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  bv  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years  from  1006  to  1926  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears 
to  the  total  revenue  are  set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I-a. 

The  amounts  of  taxes  paid  in  1925  and  1926  by  corporation's, 
companies,  firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  General  Treasurer, 
classified  according  to  the  s^neral  statutes  under  which  such  taxes 
are  paid,  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amounts  of  the*  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations 


•  Under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  and 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  Home  and  School,  State 
Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.:  certain  iines  which  go  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and.  in 
general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations.  These  items  are  dependent 
in  most  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The 
separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several  State  departments. 
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fixed,  by  the  Board  of  Tax  (Commissioners  for  the  years  1924,  192o 
and  1926  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

The  aggregate  number  of  estates,  valuations,  net  estate  taxes 
and  transfer  taxes  determined  and  assessed  under  the  Inheritance 
Tax  Law,  by  cities  and  towns,  for  the  years  1925  and  1926,  are 
shown  in  Table  V. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  exemptions,  total 
property  assessed,  and  the  State  tax  for  each  city  and  town  for 
the  years  1925  and  1926  are  set  forth  in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  prop- 
erty by  cities  and  towns  for  the  years  1924,  1925  and  1926  is  shown 
in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  58,  Sections 
2,  4,  5,  and  6  of  the  General  Laws  in  1925  and  1926,  as  returned  by 
the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  is  set  forth  in 
Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  property  exempt  in  1925  and  1926  under  four 
separate  headings — land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible 
personal  property,  and  intangible  personal  property  —  and  tht- 
total  amount  of  property  exempt  in  each  class  are  set  forth  in 
Table  VIII  a. 

The  per  capita  valuations  of  the  State  and  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  years  1924,  1925  and  1926  are  shown  in 
Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since 
the  enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  local  rate 
for  the  years  1911  and  1926,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

The  total  valuations  of  property,  as  returned  by  the  assessors 
of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  classified  under  land,  buildings 
and  improvements,  tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible  per- 
sonal property,  with^the  per  centum  of  increase  for  each  year  from 
1912  to  1926,  inclusive,  and  per  centum  of  total  increase  for  the 
fourteen-year  period,  are  shown  in  Table  X-a. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
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with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease,  for  each  year  from  1912 
to  1926,  inclusive,  is  set  forth  in  Table  XI. 

A  summary  of  the  assessed  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years 
1922  to  1926,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Tax  Legislation 

The  General  Assembly  passed  twelve  acts  having  a  more  or  less 
direct  bearing  upon  the  assessment  and  collection  of  State  and 
local  taxes  and  revenues  during  the  years  1925  and  1926.  Of  this 
number  seven  were  passed  in  1925  and  five  in  1926. 

Two  of  the  seven  acts  passed  in  1925  had  to  do  with  the  exemp 
tion  of  certain  transportation  properties  from  taxation  under 
specific  conditions;  two  amended  the  laws  relating  to  the  taxa 
tion  of  the  intangible  personal  property  of  certain  groups  of  cor 
porations ;  one  provided  for  the  prosecuting  of  claims  against  the 
Federal  government  for  the  recovery  of  taxes  illegally  assessed; 
one  authorized  the  appointment  of  additional  deputy  assessors 
by  the  board  of  assessors  of  the  city  of  Providence ;  and  one  pro 
vided  for  the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  one  cent  per  gallon  upon 
gasoline  and  other  motor  vehicle  fuels. 

Of  the  five  acts  passed  in  1926,  one  provided  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  three-cent  State  tax  upon  cities  and  towns  for  highway 
purposes,  one  exempted  certain  quasi-public  institutions  from  the 
franchise  tax  on  domestic  corporations,  one  authorized  an  inves 
tigation  of  the  question  of  joint  levies  and  appropriations  by  Fed 
eral  and  state  governments,  one  changed  the  method  of  assessing 
premiums  received  by  foreign  insurance  companies,  while  the  fifth 
and  most  important  enactment  amended  the  inheritance  tax  law 
to  enable  the  State  to  take  advantage  of  the  80%  credit  clause  of 
the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926. 

The  chapters  of  the  Public  Laws  enacting  these  measures,  with 
explanatory  notes  indicating  the  character  of  each,  are  as  follows: 


Public  Laws  of  1925. 
Chap.  004.     Anowing  mutual  insurance  conitmnies  to  deduct  the  amount 
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Chap.  636. 


Chap.  677. 


Chap.  679. 


Chap.  681. 


Chap.  728. 


of.  unearned  premiums  and  premium  deposits  and  outstand- 
ing claims  in  determining  the  amount  of  intangible  personal 
property  subject  to  local  taxation. 

Making  the  laws  relating  to  the  taxation  of  the  intangible 
personal  property  of  banks,  trust  companies  and  the  stock- 
holders thereof  applicable  to  loan  and  investment  companies, 
the  effect  of  which  is  to  make  the  shares  of  stock  taxable  to 
the  holder  at  his  place  of  domicile. 

Providing  for  the  propounding  and  prosecution  of  claims  by 
the  State  against  the  Federal  government  for  the  recovery 
of  taxes  heretofore  illegally  assessed  against  citizens  and 
residents  of  Rhode  Island  and  paid  by  them. 

Imposing  a  tax  of  one  cent  per  gallon  upon  motor  vehicle 
fuels. 

Relating  to  the  apiwintment  of  deputy  assessors  by  the  board 
of  assessors  of  the  city  of  Providence. 

Authorizing  the  city  of  Newport  to  exempt  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  and  the  New 
England  Steamship  Company  for  a  term  of  one  year  from 
June  15,  1925. 

An  act  exempting  the  Jamestown  and  Newport  Ferry  Company 
from  the  State  tax  upon  gross  earnings  and  from  all  taxa- 
tion on  real  and  personal  property  except  in  Newi)ort  and 
North  Kingstown,  under  certain  conditions. 

Public  Laws  of  1926. 

Chap.  774.     Exempting  certain  hospitals  and  educational  institutions  from 

the  State  corporation  franchise  tax. 
Chap.  781.    Imposing  an  additional  direct  State  tax  on  cities  and  towns 

of  three  cents  in  1927,  1928  and  1929  for  highway  purposes, 

and  assenting  to  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Highway  Act. 
Chap.  800.    Creating  a  committee  of  inquiry  into  Joint  Federal  and  State 

tax  levies  and  appropriations. 
Chap.  809.    Requiring  foreign  Insurance  companies  to  make  returns  to  the 

Insurance  Commissioner  direct  and  placing  the  assessment 

and  certification  of  taxes  on  the  premiums  of  such  companies 

in  the  hands  of  that  official. 
C*hap.  810.    Amending  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law  to  take  advantage  of  the 

80%  Federal  credit  and  increasing  the  net  estate  exemption 

to  $10,000  and  the  rate  to  one  per  cent. 
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State  Revenues 

Dnriiij?  the  perio<l  covered  by  this  report  the  receipts  to  the 
state  from  all  sources  increased  fl,428,459.G0,  passiug  the  nine 
million  mark.  As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Table  I  the  items 
contributing  mainly  to  this  increase  were  savings  and  participa 
tion  accounts  in  savings  banks,  state  banks  and  trust  companies, 
the  tax  on  insurance  premiums  and  premium  deposits,  automo- 
bile registration  fees,  miscellaneous  receipts,  and  the  taxes 
asBessed  through  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners; 
also  an  additional  source  of  revenue  employed  for  the  first  time 
in  1925 — the  tax  on  motor  vehicle  fuels,  usually  referred  to  as  the 
gasoline  tax.  The  various  unclassified  ivceipts  tabulated  as  mis 
cellaneous  have  inci'eased  during  this  period  from  ?773,537.51  iu 

1924  to  ?1, 238,748.20  in  1926.  This  figure  includes  the  sums  re- 
ceived from  the  Federal  government  in  the  form  of  aid  for  rural 
post  roads  under  the  Federal  Highway  Act  of  July  11th,  1916, 
amounting  in  1925  to  $307,774.11  and  in  1926  to  $521,352.84. 

The  direct  state  tax  on  cities  and  towns  has  been  continued  bv 
special  act  at  the  rate  of  twelve  cents  on  each  flOO  of  city 
and  town  valuations  in  accordance  with  the  policy  adopted  in 
1916  of  assessing  an  additional  three-cent  tax  for  highway  pur- 
poses over  and  above  the  statutory  nine-cent  rate.  The  aggi^e 
gate  r(»ceipts  from  these  taxes  depreciated  from  $1,452,791.88  in 

1925  to  $1,405,580.81  in  1926.  This  was  not  due  to  a  decrease  in 
the  aggregate  local  assessed  valuation  of  cities  and  towns,  how 
ever,  as  these  valuations  have  shown  a  steady  increase  year  after 
year ;  but  rather  to  variations  in  the  date  of  payment  of  the  State 
tax  on  the  part  of  some  municipalities.    The  direct  state  tax  for 

1926  computed  upon  the  aggregate  local  assessed  valuation.^ 
amounts  to  $1,484,003.40. 

The  amount  received  in  fees  for  corporation  charters  issued  has 
dropped  from  $51,850.77  in  1924  to  $24,781.15  in  1926,  almost  en- 
tirely the  result  of  an  amendment  to  the  law  making  a  reduction 
in  the  rates.  Receipts  from  rentals  of  oyster  grounds,  after  drop- 
ping steadily  for  t<Mi  years,  have  during  the  past  two  years 
shown  a  slight  increase.     Receipts  from  automobile  registration 
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fees  and  licenses  show  the  uaual  substantial  increase,  and  in  an- 
other year  may  be  expected  to  pass  the  two  million  mark. 

Taxes  assessed  through  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Com 
missioners  yielded  a  total  of  «;2,286,320.14  in  1926.     The  greatest 
increase  in  revenue  from  this  group  was  in  the  tax  upon  gross 
earnings  of  public  service  corporations — from  1526,697.72  in  1924 
to  1550,084.23  in  1926,  after  a  slight  recession  in  1925. 

The  tax  on  corporate  excess  of  manufacturing,  mercantile  and 
business  corporations  has  not  shown  any  material  variation  for 
the  past  seven  years.  It  reached  its  highest  yield  in  1920,  when 
the  receipts  were  f  1,294,044.48,  fell  to  f  1,158,776.10  in  1922,  ad- 
vanced to  ?1,267,868.59  in  1925  and  again  receded  in  1926  to 
$1,252,523.00. 

The  assessed  wealth  of  the  State  in  1926,  as  shown  by  Table 
XII,  is  estimated  at  |2,152,990,676.85,  an  increase  over  the  year 
1921  of  f366,835,623.17  and  in  the  ten-year  period  since  1916  of 
$959,157,805.89.  This  indicates  that  the  per  capita  assessed 
wealth  of  the  State  is  approximately  f  3,169.61  as  compared  with 
11,954.82  in  1916. 

A  comparison  of  the  amount  of  revenue  received  by  the  State 
and  municipalities  is  interesting.  The  total  receipts  to  the  State 
in  1926,  19,402,765.95,  •  represent  a  per  capita  contribution  of 
113.84,  as  compared  with  per  capita  collections  of  |11.30  and  f  6.25 
in  1921  and  1916,  respectively.  The  total  tax  levy  by  the  muni- 
cipalities of  the  State  in  1926  was  |23,312,675.04,  which  repre- 
sents a  per  capita  average  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  |34.32. 

The  total  revenue  for  state  and  local  purposes  in  1926  was 
♦32,715,440.99,  the  state  receiving  28.74%  of  this  total  and  the 
municipalities  71.26%.  This  does  not  take  into  account  any 
sources  of  municipal  revenue  other  than  property  taxea 

The  per  capita  for  both  state  and  local  purposes  combined  for 
1926  was  f48.16  as  compared  to  a  per  capita  for  the  same  pur- 
poses in  1916  of  122.35. 

In  the  ten-year  period  since  1916,  the  revenues  of  the  state  have 
increased  146.44%,  while  the  local  property  taxes  have  increased 
136.99%.  As  the  local  valuations  increase  there  is  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  state  revenue  from  the  direct  state  tax  on  local 
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• 

valuations.  The  state  does  not  enjoy  the  full  measure  of  this  iu- 
crease,  however,  as  increases  in  the  local  valuation  of  corporate 
property  augment  the  deductions  allowed  in  computing  the  state 
tax  on  corporate  excess,  and  as  this  tends  to  decrease  the  corpo- 
rate excess  tax  the  apparent  gain  is  thereby  offset  to  some  extent. 
These  figures  indicate  that  the  revenue  of  the  state  is  increas- 
ing more  rapidly  proportionately  than  that  of  the  cities  and 
towns.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  sources  of  state  revenue 
are  more  elastic  t^an  municipal  sources,  and  by  reason  of  direct 
legislative  control  are  more  readily  adapted  to  the  increasing  de- 
mands of  government. 

Table  I  presents  an  analysis  of  the  aggregate  revenue  of  the 
state  and  indicates  the  sources,  the  relative  productivity  of  each 
source,  and  the  trend  of  the  distribution  since  1906. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  state  received  from  all  sources  for  the 
year  1925  was  f  8,748,607.53  and  19,402,765.95  for  1926,  as  com- 
pared with  a  total  of  $6,783,092.74  in  1923  and  ?7,974,306.3:)  in 
1924.  This  indicates  an  increase  in  1925  over  1924  of  1774,301.18 
or  9.71%  and  an  increase  of  |6>4,158.42  or  7.48%  in  1926  over 
1925. 

While  the  total  receipts  have  increased  it  does  not  follow  that 
increases  in  the  percentage  of  receipts  from  each  source  are 
recorded  in  all  cases.  The  1925  increase  is  accounted  for  by 
substantial  increases  in  the  amounts  received  from  all  but  one 
of  the  several  sources  of  state  revenue,  and  by  an  additional 
amount  of  $196,684.81  from  the  tax  on  motor  vehicle  fuels. 

In  1926  five  sources  showed  losses  and  six  presented  gains. 
There  was,  however,  a  net  gain  of  over  $650,000  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  accounted  for  largely  by  the  substantial  gains 
in  the  motor  vehicle  fuels  tax,  automobile  registration  fees  and 
miscellaneous  receipts. 

While  the  total  revenues  received  by  the  state  from  each  source 
during  the  past  few  years  show  considerable  fluctuations,  they 
indicate  the  trend  of  the  burden  toward  the  newer  sources.  It 
is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  percentage  of  receipts  which  each 
source  bears  to  the  total  is,  with  a  few  exceptions,  gradually  de- 
clining.   This  is  an  indication  that  the  state,  as  its  financial 


REPORT   OP   BOARD   OF   TAX    COMMISSIONERS.  13 

needs  expand^  is  receiving  a  relatively  smaller  proportion  of  its 
revenue  from  the  older  and  more  familiar  sources,  especially  from 
property,  notwithstanding  the  substantial  increases  in  property 
valuations  shown  in  recent  years,  and  is  meeting  the  increased 
requirements  by  tapping  new  sources,  such  as  the  motor  vehicle 
fuels  tax,  or  by  the  constantly  increasing  receipts  from  sources 
which  as  yet  appear  not  to  have  reached  their  highest  point  of 
productivity,  such  as  fees  for  automobile  registrations  and 
licenses. 

The  motor  vehicle  fuels  tax  and  automobile  registration  and 
license  fees  together  produced  in  1926  more  than  one-quarter  of 
the  total  revenue  of  the  state.  The  suddenness  with  which  these 
two  sources  have  become  such  substantial  revenue  producers  is 
one  of  the  outstanding  features  of  public  finance  in  this  country. 
Because  of  the  ease  with  which  these  taxes  may  be  collected, 
and  because  of  the  enormous  amount  of  wealth  invested  in  motor 
vehicles  and  the  large  annual  expenditures  incident  to  automo- 
bile ownership,  a  very  tempting  and  lucrative  field  is  presented 
for  exploitation  and  it  is  possible  to  reap  a  harvest  in  revenue  so 
rich  as  to  be  economically  unsound.  Legislation  so  far  in  Rhode 
Island  does  not  preclude  reasonable  exactions  in  the  future  from 
this  source,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  source  of 
revenue  is  not  unlimited,  and  that  the  "ability  to  collect"  theory 
should  not  be  permitted  to  outweigh  in  importance  the  theory  of 
"ability  to  pay." 

In  considering  the  subject  of  state  revenues  it  seems  fitting 
that  reference  should  be  made  in  this  report  to  the  recommenda- 
tion by  the  Governor  in  his  message  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
1927  for  an  increase  in  the  gasoline  tax,  and  a  corresponding  re- 
duction in  the  direct  state  tax. 

The  receipts  from  the  gasoline  tax  for  the  portion  of  the  year 
1925  during  which  it  was  in  effect  amounted  to  |196,684.81,  at 
the  existing  rate  of  one  cent  per  gallon.  The  yield  in  1926,  the 
first  full  year  of  its  operation,  was  more  than  half  a  million  dol- 
lars. There  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  this  tax  will  not  yield 
a  gradually  increasing  amount  of  revenue  for  some  time  to  come 
at  the  present  rate,  and  with  an  increase  of  one  cent  in  the  rate 
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an  income  of  approximately  one  million  dollars  from  this  source 
in  the  first  twelvemonth  would  be  a  conservative  estimate. 

The  additional  three-cent  tax  on  cities  and  towns  for  highway 
purposes  amounted  in  1926  to  f371,000.  An  increase  of  one  cent 
in  the  ga[Boline  tax  would  therefore  yield,  on  the  basis  of  the  1926 
figures,  approximately  f  125,000  more  than  the  receipts  from  the 
three-cent  tax,  and  thus  if  the  act  of  1D2(>  imposing  this  three-cent 
road  tax  for  the  years  1927,  1928  and  1929  were  to  be  repealed 
the  state  would  still  be  ?1 25,000  a  year  to  the  good. 

If  it  is  to  be  the  policy  of  the  General  Assembly  to  increase  the 
tax  on  gajsoline  and  to  apply  the  revenue  derived  therefrom  to 
highway  purposes  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  so  much  of 
the  act  of  1926  as  imposes  this  three-cent  highway  tax  upon  cities 
and  towns,  should  be  repealed.  The  burden  of  this  expenditure 
would  thus  be  shifted  from  the  ratable  property  of  municipalities 
to  the  owners  and  operators  of  motor  vehicles,  who  realize  more 
directly  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  construction  and  main 
tenance  of  state  highways,  and  the  municipalities  would  be  able 
to  reduce  local  rates  pro  tanto  or  have  available  more  revenue  far 
purely  local  purposes.  It  is  not  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  how- 
ever, that  the  whole  expense  of  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the 
state  highway  system  s^hould  be  borne  by  owners  and  operators  of 
motor  vehicles. 

Direct  State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns 

This  source  continues  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  revenue 
system  of  the  state.  While  the  yield  from  this  source  is  still  sub 
stantial  and  will  in  all  probability  continue  to  normally  increase, 
its  importance  is  apparently  growing  less,  for  statistics  show  a 
general  trend  downward  from  year  to  year  in  the  proportion 
which  this  tax  bears  to  the  total  receipts  of  the  state. 

In  1916  the  percentage  of  total  revenue  of  the  state  produced  by 
this  source  was  22%.  In  1921  it  had  decreased  to  17.53%,  while 
in  1926  the  percentage  was  only  14.95%  of  the  total,  the  lowest 
perhaps  in  the  history  of  the  state. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  as  the 
proportionate  part  of  the  state  revenue  paid  by  the  cities  and 
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towns  has  decreased,  the  amount  of  subvention  to  the  towns  and 
cities  from  the  state  has  gradually  increased ;  furthermore  if  the 
special  three-cent  tax  for  highway  purposes  is  eliminated  from  the 
calculation,  the  decrease  in  the  proportion  which  this  tax  bears 
to  the  total  state  receipts  is  of  still  greater  significance. 

The  direct  state  tax  based  on  city  and  town  valuations,  how- 
ever, does  not  represent  the  total  tax  on  property  for  state  pur- 
poses, for  in  addition  to  this  tax  the  state  received  the  following 
revenue  from  property  taxes  in  1926 : 

Tax  on  Corporate  Excess 11,252,523.00 

Tax  on  savings  and  participation  accounts  in  state 

banks  and  trust  companies 1,196,466.82 

Tax  on  interest-bearing  deposits  in  National  banks.  40,253.34 
Tax   on  public   service   corporations   measured   by 

gross  earnings 550,084 .  23 

making  a  total  of  $3,039,327.39.  This  amount  added  to  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  direct  State  tax  in  1926  gives  a  total  revenue  to 
the  state  from  property  taxes  of  |4,444,908.20,  or  47.27%  of  the 
total  state  revenue.  Combined  with  the  property  taxes  assessed 
locally,  $23,312,675.04,  the  total  tax  on  property  for  state  and 
local  purposes  in  1926  was  $27,757,583.24,  and  as  the  State  rev- 
enues and  local  property  taxes  aggregate  $32,715,440.99,  it  appears 
that  property  taxes  bear  approximately*  84.84%  of  the  burden  of 
government  in  Rhode  Island. 

Corporate  Excess  Tax 

The  tax  on  manufacturing,  mercantile  and  business  corpora 
tions  for  the  year  1926,  while  in  excess  of  1924,  yielded  slightly 
less  than  in  the  year  1925,  the  figures  for  1924,  1925  and 
1926  being  $1,246,669.82,  $1,267,868.59  and  $1,252,523.00  respec- 
tively. This  latter  amount,  while  only  $41,521.48  less  than  the 
largest  amount  ever  received  from  this  source,  still  represents  the 
lowest  percentage  of  total  state  revenue  since  1912,  the  propor- 
tion being  13.32%.  This  is  due,  as  in  the  case  of  the  state  tax  on 
cities  and  towns,  to  the  large  increases  in  revenue  from  other 
sources,  and  to  the  fact  that  this  form  of  tax  is  not  subject  to 
unusual  fluctuations. 

*  Various  miscellaneous  items  of  municipal  revenue,  curbing  and  sewer  assessments,  ix>ll  taxes, 
and  district  taxes,  figures  for  which  are  not  available,  are  not  included. 
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In  considering  the  corporate  excess  tax  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  receipts  from  this  source  do  nqt  represent  the  total 
tax  burden  sustained  by  this  class  of  corporations,  for  on  an 
examination  of  Table  IV  it  is  seen  that  in  addition  to  the  amount 
of  the  corporate  excess  assessed  by  the  state  in  1926 — 1318,055,- 
094.58 — these  corporations  were  the  owners  of  real  estate  taxed 
locally  on  an  assessed  valuation  of  1156,857,433.91,  and  tangible 
personal  property  valued  at  f  133,464,138.27,  making  a  total  value 
of  physical  property  assessed  to  these  corporations  in  the  cities 
and  towns  of  {290,321,572.18.  This  local  assessed  valuation,  when 
added  to  the  value  of  the  corporate  excess,  gives  an  aggregate  of 
1608,376,666.76  as  representing  the  total  value  of  corporate  prop- 
erty assessed  in  Rhode  Island.  By  applying  to  the  local  assessed 
valuation  the  average  local  tax  rate,  |2.289  per  flOO,  it  appears 
that  these  corporations  pay  a  local  tax  of  f6,645,460.78,  which 
amount  represents  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  local  rev- 
enues, and  if  this  is  added  to  the  corporate  excess  tax  it  is  seen 
that  these  corporations  were  assessed  by  the  State  and  by  the 
cities  and  towns  in  1926  the  gross  sum  of  17,917,717.80.  As  the 
total  state  and  local  tax  revenues  were  {32,715,440.99  it  appears 
that  the  contribution  made  by  this  class  of  corporations  is  24.20%. 

If  we  combine  with  the  corporate  excess  tax  on  manufacturing, 
mercantile  and  business  corporations  the  taxes  received  from  pub- 
lic service  corporations,  insurance  companies,  and  the  amounts 
received  from  the  franchise  tax  on  domestic  corporations  and  cor- 
porate organization  fees,  we  find  a  still  greater  proportion  of  the 
state  and  local  revenues  borne  by  corporations. 

The  total ,  corporate  value  of  manufacturing,  mercantile  and 
business  corporations  taxed  on  corporate  excess,  increased  in 
the  two-year  period  over  1924  from  {684,891,988.74  to  {664, 
069,329.50.  Notwithstanding  this  the  tax  assessed  on  corporate 
excess  in  1926  was  less  by  {13,140.29  than  the  assessment  for 
1924.  This  is  accounted  for  in  part  by  the  increase  in  local  valu- 
ations of  physical  property  of  corporations  subject  to  a  corporate 
excess  tax,  as  such  local  valuations,  together  with  exempt  securi- 
ties, the  amount  of  which  has  also  increased,  are  allowed  as  deduc- 
tions in  computing  the  corporate  excess. 
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Public  Service  Corporations 

The  largest  amount  ever  received  from  the  taxation  of  the 
groBB  earnings  of  public  service  corporations  was  paid  into  the 
general  treasury  in  1^6,  the  total  being  $550,084.23  as  compared 
with  1519,502.84  in  1925  and  |526,697.72  in  1924.  The  amounts 
of  the  gross  earnings  upon  which  the  taxes  for  these  years  were 
computed  were  f  47,026,479.30,  146,497,001.32  and  148,606,718.87 
for  1924,  1925  and  1926  respectively.  This  indicates  an  increase 
in  1926  of  one  and  one-half  millions  over  the  gross  earnings  for 
1924 — Si  very  substantial  increase,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the 
larger  operating  revenues,  due  in  some  cases  to  increased  rates, 
earned  by  telegraph,  cable  and  telephone  companies. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts 

The  total  receipts  from  the  tax  on  savings  and  participation 
accounts  in  savings  banks,  state  banks  and  trust  companies  in 
1924  were  ?1,052,240.22;  in  1925,  11,115,369.56;  and  in  1926, 
11,196,466.82,  an  increase  of  $144,226.60  in  1926  over  1924,  or 
13.71%.  The  increase  in  1926  over  1925,  |81,097.26,  is  the  largest 
annual  increase  in  the  history  of  this  tax,  with  the  exception  of 
1923,  and  the  total  for  1926  represents  the  largest  tax  ever  re- 
ceived from  this  source.  In  the  past  ten  years  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  this  tax  of  89.13%,  the  tax  assessed  in  1916  being  but 
1632,601.11.  During  the  same  period  the  total  amount  of  deposits 
has  increased  from  |158,1 50,277.50  in  1916  to  f299,l  16,705.00  in 
1926.  If  to  this  amount  is  added  the  interest-bearing  deposits  in 
National  banks,  we  have  a  total  of  savings  and  participation 
accounts  in  the  banks  and  trust  companies  of  the  state  for  1926 
of  $309,180,126.27,  representing  a  per  capita  saving  of  $455.17. 
This  class  of  property  represents  14.36%  of  the  assessed  wealth  of 
the  state,  and  while  the  revenue  therefrom  fluctuates  in  its  rela- 
tion to  the  total  receipts  of  the  state  from  year  to  year,  it  never- 
theless constitutes  a  very  substantial  and  constantly  increasing 
factor  in  the  public  revenue.  It  is  not  a  burdensome  tax,  and  this 
fact,  combined  with  the  ease  of  administration  and  collection, 
characterizes  it  as  a  very  satisfactory  source  of  state  revenue. 

These  deposits  reflect  with  considerable  accuracy  the  economic 
5»trength  of  the  small  property  owners,  as  the  amount  of  deposits 
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receiviMl  from  any  one  depositor  is  limited  by  many  of  these  insti 
tutions,  and  the  savings  banks  att*or<l  an  easy  as  well  as  a  saf(^ 
method  of  accnmulation  for  those  not  sufficiently  well  informed 
to  venture  into  the  seeuritv  market.  The  steadv  and  substantial 
increase  in  these  deposits,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said 
concerning  the  unsatisfactory  business  conditions  prevailing  from 
time  to  time,  gives  reliable  evidence  of  general  prosperity  through 
out  the  state. 

Estate  and  Inheritance  Taxes 

Public  Laws,  Chapter  810,  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
its  January  session,  1926,  and  approved  April  26th,  1926, 
amended  Chapter  39  of  the  General  Laws  in  several  important  iv 
spects  and  also  added  certain  sections  providing  for  taking  advaii 
tage  of  the  eighty  per  cent  credit  provision  of  the  estate  tax  stn- 
tion  of  the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926.  The  changes  thus  made 
in  Chapter  39  of  the  General  Laws  are  of  two  classes:  (1)  Thos** 
which  modified  the  existing  law;  (2)  the  addition  of  new  subject 
matter  which  involved  drastic  increases  in  rates  and  to  a  certain 
extent  modified  the  basic  principles  upon  which  our  system  of 
estate  and  inheritance  tiixation  had  been  imposcnl. 

Section  1  of  Chapter  39  provided  for  a  tax  of  one-half  of  one 
per  cent  on  the  net  estate?  of  a  decedent  with  an  exemption  <^i 
$5,000.  This  section  was  amended  to  increase  this  rate  to  one  pti 
cent  and  the  exem^^tion  to  $10,000.  It  was  found  by  experience 
that  the  exemption  of  $5,000  subjected  a  ven'  large  number  of 
estates  to  liability  for  this  tax.  Approximately  one-half  the  totnl 
number  of  estates  liable  to  taxation  under  this  provision  wer* 
found  to  be  between  $5,000  and  $10,000,  the  amount  of  reveniu 
collected  w^as  not  large,  the  annoyance  to  taxpayers  seemed  out  of 
proportion  to  the  amount  received  and  the  cost  of  collection  wa> 
comparatively  high.  It  is  expected  that  the  increase*  in  the  rate 
to  one  per  cent  and  the  exemption  to  $10,000  will  result  in  a  mod 
erate  increase  in  revenue,  elimination  of  annoyance  to  taxpayei'?^ 
and  facility  of  administration.  Such  experience  as  the  Board  ha^ 
had  under  this  amendment  to  the  law  indicates  the  soundness  of 
the  conclusion. 

The  provisions  of  Chapter  39  of  the  General  Laws  relative  to 
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the  taxation  of  the  tangible  personal  property  of  decedents'  es- 
tates were  amended  to  conform  to  the  decision  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Pennsylvania  v.  Frick.  This 
amendment  provides  that  tangible  personal  property  of  a  resident 
decedent  located  outside  the  state  is  specifically  exempt  from 
the  tax,  and  similar  property  of  a  non-resident  decedent  located 
within  this  state  is  taxable. 

It  was  originally  the  intent  of  our  law  to  follow  the  maxim 
mohilia  personam  seqwuntur  with  respect  to  all  personal  property, 
both  tangible  and  intangible,  but  the  decision  above  referred  to 
fixed  the  situs  for  taxation  of  certain  tangible  personalty  in  the 
taxing  jurisdiction  wherein  the  property  had  a  permanent  loca- 
tion, regardless  of  the  domicile  of  the  owner,  and  our  law  was  in 
consequence  amended  to  conform  to  the  principle  enunciated  in 
the  decision. 

The  rates  imposed  and  the  exemptions  allowed  under  the  pro- 
visions imposing  a  tax  on  the  right  to  receive  remain  unchanged. 

The  provisions  concerning  transfers  without  valuable  and  ade- 
quate consideration  in  contemplation  of  death  or  intended  to  take 
effect  in  possession  or  enjoyment  at  or  after  death  were  enlarged 
in  scope,  and  placed  the  burden  of  proof  definitely  upon  the  execu- 
tor to  show  that  such  transfers  are  not  subject  to  the  tax.  Cer- 
tain enumerated  gifts,  such  as  gifts  made  in  good  faith  to  a  person 
upon  marriage,  upon  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  recipient, 
philanthropic  gifts  or  gifts  of  like  character,  are  made  non-tax- 
able in  any  event. 

The  section  relating  to  the  taxation  of  powers  of  appointment 
was  amended  to  provide  for  the  taxation  of  property  subject  to  a 
power  of  appointment  to  the  estate  of  the  donor  of  the  power  in- 
stead of  to  the  estate  of  the  donee.  This  is  in  line  with  improved 
practice  and  accepted  theory  upon  this  subject. 

A  provision  was  added  to  Section  5  of  Chapter  39,  taxing  prop- 
erty held  jointly.  This  class  of  property  includes  deposits  in 
banks  and  other  institutions  in  two  or  more  names  payable  to 
either  or  the  survivor.  Under  this  provision  banks  and  other  in- 
stitutions are  required  upon  notice  to  furnish  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners,  in  case  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  depositors,  with 
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the  amount  of  the  joint  account  and  to  whom  paid.    This  provi 
sion  applies  only  to  joint  accounts  of  |1,000  or  over. 

There  were  a  few  minor  changes  made  as  to  matters  of  detail  or 
administration  but  they  are  not  of  sufficient  general  importance 
to  require  further  notice  in  this  report. 

The  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926  contains  a  clause  which  pro 
vides  in  substance  that  the  amount  of  estate  and  inheritance  taxes 
assessed  by  and  paid  to  the  state  may  be  used  by  the  taxpayer  as 
a  deduction  against  the  Federal  estate  tax  up  to  eighty  per  cent 
of  the  amount  of  the  Federal  tax. 

The  effect  of  this  provision  is  apparent.  Unless  the  several 
states  adjust  their  rates  to  conform  to  the  Federal  rates,  and 
thus  impose  a  tax  equal  to  eighty  per  cent  of  the  tax  imposed  by 
the  Federal  Government,  the  states  will  lose  the  difference  be- 
tween the  amount  they  assess  and  eighty  per  cent  of  the  Federal 
levy,  with  no  resultant  saving  to  the  taxpayer.  In  any  event  the 
taxpayer  pays  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  tax 
assessed  by  the  Federal  Government;  it  is  merely  a  question  of 
distribution.  It  is  immaterial  to  the  taxpayer;  his  contribution 
is  not  affected. 

Sections  33  to  40,  inclusive,  were  therefore  designed  to  take  ad 
vantage  of  this  eighty  per  cent  credit.  The  Federal  tax  is  an  estate 
tax  with  one  exemption,  flOO,000,  and  graduated  rates.  The 
Rhode  Island  tax  was  a  combination  of  an  estate  tax  with  one 
exemption  and  a  flat  rate  applicable  to  all  estates,  and  an 
inheritance  tax  with  graduated  rates  and  exemptions  and  a 
classification  of  heirs  and  strangers.  A  tax  upon  the  net  estate  is 
simpler  and  generally  speaking  easier  of  administration  than  an 
inheritance  tax,  but  it  does  not  lend  itself  to  certain  refinements 
in  the  interests  of  equity  of  distribution  as  readily  as  does  an 
inheritance  tax. 

Ten  years'  experience  with  our  law  had  proved  that  it  was  satis 
factorv  as  to  distribution  and  also  that  it  was  not  difficult  to  ad- 
minister.  It  was  desired  if  possible  to  retain  the  general  prin- 
ciples upon  which  our  old  law  was  based  and  the  best  administra 
tive  features,  and  at  the  same  time  take  advantage  of  the  eighty 
per  cent  credit  clause.    To  accomplish  this  it  was  necessary  to 
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combine  the  principles  of  the  Federal  law,  imposing  an  estate  tax 
with  graduated  rates,  with  our  estate  tax  with  a  flat  rate,  anil 
also  with  our  inheritance  tax  with  its  graduated  rates  and  exemp- 
tions and  classified  beneficiaries.  This  was  accomplished  by  leav 
ing  our  law  unchanged  and  imposing  an  additional  net  estate  tax 
with  graduated  rates  so  adjusted  that  the  tax  imposed  under 
these  rates,  added  to  the  tax  imposed  under  the  old  provisions, 
would  amount  as  nearly  as  possible  to  eighty  per  cent  of  the 
Federal  tax,  but  never  less  than  the  eighty  per  cent  credit  Pro- 
vision was  made  for  a  rebate  in  certain  cases  in  which  the  tax 
amounted  to  more  than  eighty  per  cent  of  the  Federal  tax.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  for  the  application  of  the  net  revenue,  ob 
tained  by  the  imposition  of  this  additional  tax,  to  capital  ex- 
penditures only. 

The  additional  tax  imposed  under  Sections  33  to  40,  inclusive, 
does  not  affect  estates  under  f250,000.  The  additional  rates  be- 
gin at  that  point  and  the  rate  is  1.4%  on  amounts  from  1250,000 
to  1300,000;  from  f300,000  to  f 500,000  the  additional  rate  is  2.2%, 
and  the  rates  continue  to  increase  according  to  the  size  of  the 
estate  until  they  reach  the  maximum  of  14.92%,  which  is  ap- 
plicable to  all  amounts  in  excess  of  110,000,000.  These  provisions 
of  law  have  not  been  in  operation  for  a  suflOicient  length  of  time 
to  warrant  any  positive  statement,  but  so  far  as  experience  up 
to  the  present  is  concerned  there  appears  to  be  no  serious  difift- 
culty  with  respect  to  administration  or  annoyance  to  taxpayers. 
No  opportunity  has  been  afforded  by  which  to  determine  whether 
or  not  the  rebate  provisions  are  adequate,  or  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  the  provisions  relating  to  the  application  of  the  surplus 
revenue  derived  because  of  the  additional  rates. 

Experience  under  the  old  law  indicated  the  advisability  of  cer- 
tain amendments  and  additions  which  have  already  been  re- 
ferred to.  The  accompanying  table  shows  for  1925  and  1926  the 
number  of  estates  filing  returns,  the  number  not  liable  to  a  tax, 
the  number  assessed,  and  the  number  of  estates  the  assessment  of 
which  is  pending.  The  total  value  of  the  estates  filing  returns, 
the  amount  of  deductions  allowed,  the  number  of  estates  and  the 
amount  of  the  tax  at  the  several  rates  imposed  are  also  shown. 
The  amount*  of  revenue  collected  from  this  source  in  1925  and 
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1926  compare  favorably  with  previous  years.  No  large  estate^* 
were  assessed  during  either  of  these  years,  but  the  total  amount 
of  property  returned,  approximately  $41,000,000  in  1925  and  5f45, 
000,000  in  1926,  is  substantial.  The  increase  in  the  exemption 
allowed  on  net  estates  from  ?5,000  to  f  10,000  will  very  consider 
ably  reduce  the  number  of  estates  taxed,  but  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  increased  rate  applicable  after  April  26,  1926,  will  more  than 
offset  anv  loss  on  this  account. 

The  law  at  present  makes  no  provision  for  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners  to  obtain  first  hand  information  relative  to  the 
negotiable  securities  or  other  personal  property  of  resident  dece- 
dents held  in  safe  deposit  vaults.  A  study  of  this  situation  has 
been  made  and  an  act  in  amendment  of  the  present  law  covering 
this  subject  is  being  drafted  and  will  be  presented  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  present  session. 

Taxation  of  Insurance  Companies 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the  General  Assembly 
amended  the  laws  relating  to  the  taxation  of  insurance  coinpa 
nies  in  two  important  respects.  The  law  under  which  the  intan- 
gible personal  property  of  mutual  insurance  companies  is  taxable 
locally,  was  changed  by  the  passage  of  Chapter  604  of  the  Public 
Laws  of  1925,  amending  paragraph  Eleventh  of  Section  9  of  Chap 
ter  59  of  the  General  Laws  so  as  to  allow  mutual  insurance  com- 
panies to  deduct  the  amount  of  unearned  premiums  and  premium 
deposits  and  outstanding  claims  in  determining  the  amount  of  in- 
tangible personal  property  subject  to  local  taxation. 

Chapter  809  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1926  amended  Sections  6,  7, 
8  and  10  of  Chapter  37  of  the  General  Laws  relating  to  the  taxa- 
tion of  insurance  premiums,  premium  deposits  and  assessments 
received  by  foreign  insurance  companies.  The  purpose  of  these* 
amendments  was  to  relieve  the  agents  of  foreign  insurance  com- 
panies admitted  to  do  business  in  Rhode  Island  from  making 
|)reinium  tax  returns  and  paying  the  tax  thereon,  and  from  filing 
personal  bonds  to  secure  the  performance  of  this  requirement. 
Such  returns  are  now  made  by  these  companies  to  the  insurance 
commissioner  direct,  instead  of  by  their  agents,  and  the  insurance 
commissioner  assesses  the  tax,  notifies  the  company  of  the  amount 
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assessed  and  certifies  the  assessment  to  the  General  Treasurer  for 
collection.  It  is  believed  that  under  the  new  law  the  revenues  of 
the  state  from  this  source  will  not  be  diminished  and  that  the 
assessment  will  be  more  exact  and  satisfactory. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that  the  revenue  re- 
ceived by  the  state  from  the  taxation  of  insurance  premiums  and 
fees  has  increased  steadily  since  1916  with  the  exception  of  the 
year  1922,  the  receipts  from  this  source  in  1926  amounting  to 
1580,240.59. 

Local  Assessed  Valuations 

Detailed  statistics  relating  to  municipal  revenues  are  contained 
in  Tables  VI  and  X,  to  which  attention  is  respectfully  directed. 
An  examination  of  these  tables  discloses  the  fact  that  for  the  pe 
riod  covered  by  this  report  the  totals  for  all  classes  of  property 
assessed  by  the  municipalities  have  increased  except  that  for  in 
tangibles  in  1925.  The  assessed  value  of  this  class  of  property  fell 
off  in  that  year  $2,929,944.50  as  compared  with  the  assessed  value 
in  1924.  This  decrease  follows  the  very  substantial  increase  in 
1924  of  110,605,175.50.  After  such  an  increag«e  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  there  will  be  a  temporary  recession  in  the  amount  of 
this  class  of  property  assessed,  followed  later  by  an  upward 
tendency,  and  we  find  that  the  decrease  in  1925  was  not  only  over 
come  in  1926  but  the  substantial  gain  over  the  1925  assessment 
of  f  8,636,268.00  was  made.  There  have  been  a  few  years  in  which 
the  total  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  has  fallen  below  that  of 
the  previous  year,  but  for  the  whole  period  of  the  operation  of  the 
law  a  steady  gain  has  been  made.  While  it  is  undoubtedly  true 
that  considerable  amounts  of  this  class  of  property  liable  to  local 
taxation  still  escape,  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  amount 
of  this  class  of  property  liable  to  local  taxation  is  very  materially 
reduced  by  taxation  at  the  source  by  the  state  the  showing  is  very 
satisfactory.  The  amount  of  local  revenue  obtained  from  this 
source  was  f873,880.00  in  1926  and  $598,216.00  in  1918  or  an  in 
crease  for  the  eight  years  of  46%.  In  the  consideration  of  this 
item  of  local  revenue  the  fact  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  prior 
to  the  application  of  the  low  flat  rate  to  intangibles  the  revenue 
obtained  from  this  class  of  property  was  practically  negligible. 
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and  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  application  of  the  low  flat  rate 
principle  the  revenue  has  steadily  and  substantially  increased. 
1 1  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  this  increase  will  continue  for 
some  time  with  even  moderate  activity  on  the  part  of  the  local 
assessors. 

The  increases  shown  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  buildings  and 
improvements  for  the  period  covered  by  this  report  are  very  satis- 
factory. The  year  1925  shows  an  increase  of  |30,167,63i7.00  over 
1924,  and  1926  an  increase  of  $34,873,567.00  over  1925.  These  in- 
creases, while  only  one-half  that  i^hown  in  1920,  the  year  in 
which  all  classes  of  building  operations  were  very  active  and  the 
building  shortage  was  being  made  up  as  fast  as  possible,  are  still 
very  substantial  and  encouraging.  With  three  minor  exceptions 
all  municipalities  in  the  state  show  increases  for  the  two-year 
period  covered  by  this  report.  The  three  exceptions  show  small 
losses  in  1925. 

The  total  assessed  value  of  land  shows  a  substantial  increase  in 

1925  over  1924,  ?5,601,672.20  and  the  increase  in  1926  over  1925  is 
even  better,  $7,121,760.00.  There  appears  to  be  considerable  un- 
evenness  in  the  increase  in  1926,  and  a  number  of  municipalities 
show  quite  heavy  losses.  These  losses  are  difficult  to  account  for 
but  probably  some  are  due  to  a  readjustment  of  previous  over- 
assessments  and  others,  particularly  in  the  smaller  and  more  re- 
mote towns,  reflect  an  actual  decrease  in  market  value. 

The  increases  in  the  assessed  value  of  the  various  classes  of 
property  locally  assessed  for  the  period  covered  by  this  report  are 
substantial  and  as  a  whole  satisfactory.  The  totals  are  well  up 
to  the  average  for  the  period  of  the  operation  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  taxation.  The  increases  are  somewhat  uneven  but  not 
more  so  than  would  naturally  be  expected  under  the  unfavorable 
business  conditions  prevailing  in  certain  branches  of  industry. 

8ix  municipalities  show  a  decrease  in  assessed  land  values  in 

1926  as  compared  with  1925,  and  eight  show  a  decrease  in  1925 
as  compared  with  1924  and  three  show  decreases  in  both  years. 
The  percentage  of  decrease  is  small,  not  exceeding  3J%  in  either 
vear,  and  in  the  three  cases  where  a  loss  is  shown  in  both  1925  and 
1926,  the  combined  loss  in  no  case  exceeds  3|%.  The  greatest 
loss  is  1330,250.00,  but  in  that  case  the  percentage  of  loss  is  but 
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1.84%.  It  is  of  course  possible  that  decreases  in  the  assesstnl 
valuation  of  land  in  two  consecutive  years  may  indicate  the  de 
velopment  of  a  permanently  unfavorable  condition,  but  so  far  as 
this  department  is  able  to  determine  there  is  nothing  in  the  sitiia 
tion  which  cannot  be  readily  accounted  for  by  such  fluctuations 
as  are  from  time  to  time  to  be  expected. 

The  increases  in  the  assessed  valuations  of  buildings  and  im 
provements  are  general,  but  three  municipalities  showing  a  loss 
for  the  two-year  period,  and  these  losses  are  small  both  as  to 
amount  and  percentage.  In  one  case,  however,  the  loss  sustained, 
while  small,  indicates  a  persistent  unfavorable  condition,  and  it 
appears  that  market  values  in  the  municipality  are  definitely 
downward. 

The  situation  with  respect  to  the  assessed  valuation  of  tangible 
personalty  is  the  least  favorable  of  any  of  the  classes  of  property 
assessed.  The  increase  in  1925  over  1924  was  f  6,000,774.00  but 
the  increase  in  1926  over  1925  was  but  1823,102.00— the  smallest 
increase  shown  since  statistics  have  been  compiled  by  this  depart 
ment. 

Ten  municipalities  show  decreases  in  1925  over  1924,  seventeen 
show  decreases  in  1926  over  1925,  and  seven  show  decreases  in 
both  years.  Some  of  these  decreases  are  large,  the  largest  for  one 
year  being  24.44^^  or  J714,820.00.  The  heaviest  loss  sustained  by 
any  municipality  was  ?743,050.00  for  the  two  years,  but  in  this 
case  the  percentage  was  small,  being  but  3.01%.  These  losses  aif 
readilv  accounted  for  in  most  cases  bv  the  unsatisfactorv  business 
conditions  prevailing  during  most  of  the  period  under  discussion 
in  certain  manufacturing  industries.  The  losses,  however,  wert^ 
sustained  quite  generally  as  only  nineteen  of  the  thirty-nine 
municipalities  showed  gains  for  both  years  and  many  of  thes»^ 
were  small.  These  statistics  indicate  a  practical  standstill  s<^ 
far  as  tangible  personalty  is  concerned  for  the  year  1926. 

Seventeen  municipalities  show  losses  in  the  assessed  valuation 
of  intangibles  in  1925  over  1924,  eighteen  assessed  less  of  this 
class  of  property  in  1926  than  in  1925,  and  nine  show  losses  for 
both  years.  Some  of  the  losses  are  heavy,  one  municipality  losing: 
more  than  |."),000,0O0.00  or  19.05%  in  the  two  years.  The  losses  are 
quite  well  distributed  as  only  twelve  municipalities  show  gains 
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for  both  3'ears.  Apparently  the  condition  or  conditions  which  un- 
favorably affected  tangible  personalty  had  a  similar  effect  on 
intangibles.  The  showing  as  a  whole,  giving  a  net  increase  in 
assessed  value  of  intangibles  of  nearly  f6,000,000.00  in  1926 
over  1924  is  satisfactory,  considering  the  business  conditions 
prevailing  during  the  last  two  years.  This  class  of  property, 
easily  concealed  and  naturally  concentrated  in  the  large  business 
centers  or  certain  residential  districts,  difficult  to  discover  under 
any  circumstances,  would  naturally  be  expected  to  be  more  diflfi 
cult  to  reach  for  purposes  of  taxation  during  a  business  do 
pression,  and  also  the  amount  of  this  class  of  property  owned  in 
the  state  would  naturally  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  be  dependent 
upon  the  severity  of  the  depression.  It  is  possible,  and  in  fact 
probable  that  there  was  actually  less  intangible  property  in  the 
state  in  1925  than  in  1924. 

The  average  local  tax  rate  on  physical  property  increased  some 
what  from  f2.122  per  ?100  of  assessed  valuation  in  1923  to  »2.28l) 
in  1926. 

Ten  municipalities  increased  the  rate  in  1926  over  the  1925 
rate  and  two  reduced  it.  Three  municipalities  impose  the  maxi- 
mum rate  allowed  by  statute,  f 2.50  per  flOO  of  assessed  valuation, 
and  the  lowest  rate  imposed  is  fl.QO. 

The  average  rate  while  substantial  is  not,  by  comparison  with 
other  states,  high.  Assessed  valuations  vary  to  a  very  consider 
able  extent  and  in  some  places  they  are  purposely  maintained  at 
a  low  percentage  of  full  value  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the 
direct  state  tax.  This  of  course  requires  a  correspondingly  in- 
creased tax  rate  and  in  some  instances  at  least  accounts  for  tlie 
apparently  high  rate. 

Tax  Exemptions 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  ratable  property  in  the  cities 
and  towns  as  determined  by  the  loc*al  assessoi^  for  the  year  1926 
amounted  to  11,236,669,613.00.  The  amount  of  property  upon 
which  a  valuation  was  fixed  but  on  which  no  tax  was  assessed  in 
1926,  as  returned  to  this  department  by  the  local  assessors,  was 
?1 17,996,445.00.  *  These  figures  are  worthy  of  attention,  in  view  of 
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the  increasing  interest  which  the  question  of  tax  exempt  and  non- 
taxable property  is  awakening  among  tax  officials,  students  of 
taxation  and  economists  throughout  the  country. 

It  is  doubtful  that  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island 
realize  that  nearly  ten  per  cent  of  the  property  annually  valued 
by  the  local  assessors  of  the  several  municipalities  is  exempt  from 
taxation.  Exemption  is  due  to  a  variety  of  causes;  it  may  be  on 
account  of  government-owned  property,  institutions  and  reserva 
tions  belonging  to  the  state,  similar  property  owned  by  the  cities 
and  towns  and  used  for  administrative  or  other  purposes,  land 
and  buildings  used  for  educational  purposes,  both  public  and 
private,  for  religious  purposes,  for  burial  grounds,  for  public 
libraries,  for  hospitals  or  for  other  charitable  purposes,  property 
owned  by  chartered  military  organizations,  or  land  used  for  re- 
forestation purposes.  It  may  also  be  due  to  the  action  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  granting  immunity  from  taxation  in  specific 
instances,  or  to  the  action  of  the  cities  and  towns  themselves  as 
an  inducement  to  the  location  of  new  manufacturing  property 
i^T.thin  their  respective  boundaries.  Whatever  the  cause,  the  fact 
remains  that  relieving  this  property  from  the  requirement  of  con- 
tributing its  share  to  the  expenses  of  government  results  in  a 
positive  shifting  of  the  burden  to  that  property  which  does  so 
contribute,  and  is  responsible  to  a  definite  extent  for  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  local  tax  rates  at  their  present  level. 

Involved  in  this  question  of  exemption  is,  of  course,  the  ques- 
tion  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  states  and  of  the  Federal 
government.  Nevertheless,  efforts  are  being  made  to  find  some 
means  of  lessening  the  inequalities  existing  as  a  result  of  the 
growth  of  this  tendency  to  grant  exemption  from  taxation  on  one 
pretext  or  another.  Immunities  of  this  nature  extended  by  the 
action  of  a  deliberative  body  constitute  a  highly  popular  brand  of 
subsidy,  and  therein  lies  the  danger.  Once  the  policy  of  granting 
exemptions  to  corporations  and  individuals  engaged  in  some  quasi- 
philanthropic  form  of  activity  is  entered  upon  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  make  discriminations  without  the  appearance  of  fa- 
voritism, and  the  result  is  that  efforts  to  secure  exemption  are 
encouraged ;  and  the  difficulty  of  refusing  them  in  an  elective  body 
is  indeed  great. 
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Within  the  past  few  years  surveys  have  been  undertaken  in 
some  of  the  New  England  states  to  determine  the  extent  of  this 
tendency  to  expansion  of  the  policy  of  tax  exemption.  The  results 
of  this  investigation  were  in  some  instances  surprising,  if  not 
alajrming.  In  one  state — New  Hampshire — the  legislature  pro- 
ceeded without  delay  to  repeal  the  statute  under  which  exemp- 
tions from  taxation  had  previously  been  granted  to  new  manufac- 
turing enterprises  locating  in  the  state.  Property  of  this  char- 
acter at  present  enjoying  exemption  from  taxation  in  Rhode  Is- 
land aggregates  nearly  {4,000,000.00  in  value.  It  is  probable  that 
this  figure  is  low,  as  it  represents  only  such  of  this  exempted  prop- 
erty as  has  been  valued  by  the  assessors  and  returned  to  this  de- 
partment, and  it  is  very  likely  the  case  that  in  some  municipalities 
exempt  manufacturing  property  has  not  been  returned  by  the 
assessors  at  all.  Meanwhile  the  granting  of  exemptions  has  con- 
tributed to  the  substantial  Increase  in  the  local  rate  on  real  estate 
and  tangible  personal  property  in  Rhode  Island. 

It  is  of  course  possible  to  repeal  the  statute  under  which  towns 
and  cities  are  empowered  to  grant  immnnity  from  taxation  for  a 
period  of  years  to  new  manufacturing  property.  The  problem 
presented  by  government-owned  property  and  property  owned  by 
the  state  is  not  quite  so  simple.  The  possibility  of  attaining  a 
measure  of  relief,  however,  is  not  altogether  hopeless.  The  ex- 
pense to  municipalities  entailed  as  the  result  of  the  location  of 
property  of  the  United  States  within  their  boundaries  is  every- 
where recognized,  and  means  of  obtaining  relief  have  already 
been  suggested  and  are  being  given  serious  thought.  The  situa- 
tion commanded  the  attention  of  the  National  Conference  on 
Taxation  at  Philadelphia  in  1926,  to  the  extent  that  the  conference 
by  resolution  requested  the  National  Tax  Association  to  create  a 
committee  for  the  study  of  the  problem  presented  by  federally 
owned  lands  in  several  of  the  states  "which  are  not  taxable,  thus 
depriving  such  states  of  substantial  amounts  of  tax  revenue." 
The  purpose  of  such  a  committee  as  expressed  in  the  resolution  is 
to  discover  "whether  some  suitable  method  may  be  devised 
whereby  the  states  may  derive  revenue  from  the  public  domain 
located  within  their  bounds." 

As  regards  the  burden  borne  by  the  cities  and  towns  on  account 
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of  8tati'  institutions  and  reservations  within  tlieir  boundaries  it 
lias  come  to  be  recognized  in  otlier  states  that  relief  from  this 
burden  should  be  extended  by  the  state  in  some  fonm.  The  State 
of  Connecticut  in  1925  enacted  a  statute  which,  while  not  author^ 
izing  local  officials  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  State,  does  set  out 
speeitic  instructions  for  the  state  tax  commissioner  "to  compute 
an  amount  to  be  paid  to  towns  wherein  are  situated  correctional 
institutions,  hospitals  for  the  tubercular  or  for  the  insane  or 
feeble-minded,  military  camp  grounds,  fish  hatcheries,  game  pre- 
serves, forest  reservations  or  parks."  Reimbursement  to  the 
towns  in  Connecticut  under  this  act  was  first  made  in  1926,  with 
the  result,  as  reported  by  the  tax  commissioner  of  Connecticut, 
that  the  burden  in  some  of  the  towns  wherein  the  state  owned  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  valuable  property  was  greatly  re- 
duced. Whether  relief  of  this  nature  should  be  afforded  by  au- 
thorizing a  local  tax  upon  state  property  or  by  the  method  in  use 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut  involves  a  question  of  principle — 
whether  state  aid  in  this  form  is  desirable  or  whether  it  is  ad 
visable  to  open  the  door  for  the  local  taxation  of  state  activities. 

Tax  Conferences 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Tax  Association  the  eigh- 
teenth annual  conference  on  taxation  was  held  at  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  November  9th  to  November  13th,  1925,  and  the  nine 
teenth  annual  conference  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Noveni 
ber  15th  to  November  19th,  1926.    Both  conferences  were  attended 
by  representatives  from  this  Department  under  appointment  as 
delegates  by  the  Governor.    The  growing  importance  of  these  Na 
tional  conferences  is  indicated  bv  the  increase  in  attendance  from 
year  to  year,  the  registered  attendance  at  New  Orleans  reaching 
426  and  at  Philadelphia  559,  representing  more  than  four-fifths 
of  the  states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  three  Canadian  prov 
inces. 

The  usual  wide  range  of  subjects  covering  all  phases  of  Federal, 
state  and  local  taxation,  with  prepared  addresses  and  impromptu 
discussions  by  experienced  tax  jidministrators  and  economists  of 
note,  characterized  both  conferences.  Probably  the  feature  of  the 
New  Orleans  conference  which   most  directlv  concerned  Rhode 
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Island  was  tlie  action  taken  with  regjard  to  the  Federal  estates 
tax.  This  action  was  that  of  a  specially  organized  conference  on 
inheritance  taxation,  held  under  the  auspices  of  a  National  com- 
mittee created  at  an  independent  meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
in  February,  1925. 

The  committee  on  inheritance  taxation  above  referred  to,  of 
which  Mr.  F.  A.  Delano  of  Washington,  D.  C,  was  chairman,  pre- 
sented its  report,  which  has  since  excited  widespread  interest  and 
considerable  comment  throughout  the  country,  recommending 
among  other  things  an  increase  in  the  Federal  credit  from  the 
25%  allowed  under  the  then  existing  law  to  80%,  and  the  enact- 
ment during  the  next  session  of  Congress  of  legislation  providing 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Federal  estates  tax  to  take  effect  six  years 
from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  repealing  act.  The  differences 
of  opinion  concerning  this  course  were  most  pronounced,  the 
Rhode  Island  delegation  opposing  it,  and  the  final  adoption  of  a 
resolution  approving  this  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
accomplished  only  by  a  very  close  vote  and  after  a  five-hour  debate. 

The  other  conclusions  presented  in  this  committee's  very  excel- 
lent report  were  adopted  by  the  conference  unanimously  and  em- 
bodied as  a  part  of  the  resolution  above  referred  to,  as  follows: 

1.  Inheritance  Taxes  sAiould  be  substantially  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States. 

2.  Inheritance  Tax  laws  and  rates  should  be  stable. 

3.  Inheritance  Tax  rates  should  be  moderate. 

4.  The  Federal  Gift  Tax  should  be  abolished. 

5.  .'Substitution  by  the  States  of  estate  tax  laws  for  the  succession  tax 
laws  now  generally  employed  by  the  States  is  desirable. 

6.  Multiple  taxation  of  the  same  proi>erty  by  States  should  be  al>an- 
doned. 

7.  Intangible  personal  property  should  be  taxed  only  by  the  State  of 
domicile  of  the  decedent. 

The  conclusions  numbered  sixth  and  seventh  in  this  resolution 
recorded  the  conference  as  favoring  a  policy  which  has  been  advo- 
cated by  many  tax  administrators  with  recurring  frequency  of 
late  years.  Public  attention  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  the 
unnecessary  expense,  annoyance  and  delay  resulting  from  the 
taxation  at  death  by  several  jurisdictions  of  identical  intangible 
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property,  under  which  a  deplorable  situation  has  arisen  with 
which  executors,  administrators  and  trustees  of  substantial  es- 
tates are  entirely  familiar.  It  is  well  worth  while  noting  here 
that  the  presentation  of  the  able  report  of  the  Delano  committee 
and  its  adoption  by  the  New  Orleans  conference  was  co-incident 
with  a  serious  effort  toward  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  the 
states  in  remedying  the  situation.  The  states  of  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  enacted  reciprocal  legis- 
lation in  1925,  by  the  provisions  of  which  neither  state  will  assess 
the  intangible  personal  property  of  the  estate  of  a  non-resident  dec- 
edent domiciled  in  any  state  which  in  turn  exempts  the  intangible 
property  of  decedents  domiciled  elsewhere.  Attention  is  also  di- 
rected to  the  action  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  in  1926  in  volun- 
tarily abandoning  its  long  continued  practice  of  taxing  any  intan- 
gible personalty  of  non-resident  decedents  which  under  the  New 
Jersey  law  could  be  given  a  constructive  situs  in  that  state. 
Rhode  Island  having  always  regarded  intangible  property  as 
taxable  only  at  the  place  of  domicile  of  the  owner  and  never  having 
taxed  this  class  of  property  belonging  to  the  estate  of  a  non- 
resident, has  exerted  a  considerable  influence  in  furthering  this 
much-needed  reform.  The  citizens  of  this  state  automatically 
come  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  reciprocal  provisions  adopted  by 
the  states  above  named,  as  do  the  citizens  of  some  eight  or  nine 
other  states  for  similar  reasons. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  New  Orleans  con 
ference  in  this  connection : 

"Resolved,  That  the  eighteenth  national  tax  conference  hereby  endorses 
the  plan  of  reciprocal  legislation  with  reference  to  taxes  on  the  intangible 
I)ersonal  property  of  non-resident  decedents,  and  commends  to  the  various 
State  Tiegislatures  of  those  States  which  impose  such  taxes  the  considera- 
tion of  this  plan  as  a  feasible  method  of  ultimately  attaining  the  abolition 
of  w<hat  has  been  found  to  be  an  inequitable  and  wasteful  method  of  taxa- 
tion." 

The  nineteenth  conference  at  Philadelphia,  November  15th  to 
November  19th,  1926,  was  significant  in  the  attention  accorded 
the  matter  of  public  expenditures — a  field  in  which  students  of 
taxation  have  been  pursuing  investigations  within  the  past  few 
years,  stimulated  to  this  activity  by  the  steadily  increasing  rates 
of  taxation  and  the  expansion  of  the  policy  of  financing  state  nn- 
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der takings  by  joint  Federal  and  state  appropriations.  The  con- 
ference expressed  its  interest  in  the  growing  agitation  of  this 
question  in  the  following  resolntion : 

"W/M?reo«,  There  are  at  present  disturbing  signs  of  discontent  throngh- 
out  the  country,  due  to  the  confusion,  difficulties  and  uncertainties  arising 
in  the  use  of  the  same  sources  of  revenue  and  the  Joint  employment  of  funds 
by  the  Federal  Government  and  the  States,  and, 

'^Whereas,  It  is  desirable  that  this  matter  be  studied,  to  the  end  that  all 
poFsible  sources  of  irritation  and  annoyance  be  removed  and  that  the  States 
and  the  Federal  Government  respectively  be  able  to  rely  upon  sources  of 
revenue  which  shall  be.  as  far  as  possible,  permanent  and  be  free  from  in- 
terference or  curtailment,  by  action  of  the  one  or  the  other,  except  in  times 
of  excel Jtlonal  emergency ;  therefore,  be  it 

^'RcMolrcfl  That  the  National  Tax  Association  be  requested  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  consider  this  subject;  to  confer  with  all  other  appropriate 
organisations  and  agencies  of  the  States  and  the  Federal  Government  and 
to  report  thereon  at  such  time  as  may  be  possible,  through  the  medium  of 
a  future  annual  conference  or,  of  a  special  conference,  if  such  a  conference 
seems  to  the  National  Tax  Association  desirable." 

Efforts  to  determine  some  means  for  securing  more  uniformity 
in  the  taxation  of  business  organizations  by  the  states  crystalized 
in  a  preliminary  report  submitted  by  a  committee  of  the  National 
Tax  Association  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the 
eighteenth  conference  at  New  Orleans.  The  report  suggested  a 
model  system  for  the  taxation  of  such  organizations  and  the  Phila- 
delphia conference  authorized  the  continuance  of  the  committee 
for  the  formulation  of  such  a  system.  The  conference  also  re- 
quested the  National  Tax  Association  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
conduct  a  country-wide  investigation  of  the  possfbilities  of  ex- 
tending the  reciprocal  inheritance  tax  provisions  recently  enacted 
in  several  states,  to  include  other  states  which  still  continue  to 
assess  the  intangible  property  of  non-resident  decedents. 

New  England  Conferences. — Tax  Officials  from  the  New  Eng- 
land States  and  New  York  gathered  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
October  22d  and  23d,  IDSS,  for  the  thirteenth  conference  of  the 
New  England  State  Tax  Officials'  Association,  and  at  Manchester, 
New  Hampshire,  January  14th  and  15th,  1927,  for  the  fourteenth 
conference. 
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At  both  conferences  the  Association  reiterated  the  position  it 
has  previously  taken  favoring  the  repeal  of  the  Federal  estates 
tax. 

The  Springfield  conference  was  featured  by  a  discussion,  at  a 
dinner  meeting  arranged  by  the  Springfield  Cliamber  of  Com- 
merce, of  one  of  the  most  vexatious  problems  that  has  confronted 
tax  officials  as  a  result  of  the  development  of  non-rail  transporta 
tion  activities — the  question  of  the  adequate  and  equitable  taxa- 
tion of  interstate  motor  vehicle  common  carriers.  Able  and 
learned  counsel  representing  steam  railway,  electric  railway  and 
bus  line  corporations  participated  in  this  discussion  and  demon- 
strated that  the  problem  is  manifestly  far  from  a  satisfactory  so- 
lution, due  in  large  measure  to  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
states  and  their  sub-divisions  by  the  interstate  commerce  law. 

The  Springfield  conference  also  declared  in  favor  of  amending 
the  National  banking  act  to  permit  the  states  greater  latitude  in 
working  out  an  equitable  system  of  taxation  for  National  bank- 
ing institutions. 

The  discussions  at  these  two  conferences  covered  all  of  the  im- 
portant phases  of  the  tax  problem  presently  occupying  the  atten 
tion  of  tax  administrators,  economists  and  students  of  the  sub- 
ject, including,  in  addition  to  those  above  referred  to,  reciprocity 
in  inheritance  taxation,  the  effect  of  existing  tax  systems  upon 
industry,  developments  in  the  taxation  of  intangibles,  the  func- 
tion of  a  state  budget,  gasoline  and  motor  vehicle  taxes,  the  policy 
of  granting  exemption  to  new  manufacturing  enterprises,  joint 
Federal  and  state  levies,  and  difSculties  encountered  in  placing 
valuations  upon  property  for  purposes  of  assessment. 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Assooiation. — For  several  years  the 
annual  meetings  of  local  assessors  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  have  been  marked  by  dis- 
cussions of  two  bothersome  questions — the  taxation  of  automo- 
biles, and  the  determination  of  local  valuations  for  purposes  of 
taxation. 

A  few  years  ago  this  Association  wa^  instrumental  in  securing 
the  passage  of  an  act  by  the  General  Assembly,  under  the  provi 
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sions  of  which  local  assessors  in  the  several  cities  and  towns  have 
been  furnished  by  the  automobile  department  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Roads  with  the  records  of  registration  of  all  cars  up  to 
June  15th  in  each  year.  This  information  has  naturally  been  of 
great  value  to  the  assessors  in  assessing  those  motor  vehicles 
whose  taxable  situs  was  not  in  doubt.  It  is  very  frequently  the 
case,  however,  that  the  registrant  of  a  motor  vehicle  claims  that 
this  property  is  not  taxable  in  the  town  or  city  where  he  resides, 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  used  exclusively  elsewhere,  for  business, 
professional  or  other  reasons.  This  situation  very  often  results 
in  the  escape  of  such  property  from  taxation  altogether,  as  the 
assessors  receive  no  information  from  the  Board  of  Public  Roads 
concerning  any  motor  vehicles  excepting  those  registered  from  an 
address  within  their  jurisdiction. 

Again,  motor  busses  and  trucks  which  are  engaged  in  interstate 
commerce  between  points  within  and  without  Rhode  Island  are 
continually  presenting  questions  as  to  their  taxable  situs-  • 
whether  it  is  in  the  municipality  where  the  bus  or  truck  is  housed, 
in  the  municipality  where  the  operating  company  maintains  its 
headquarters,  in  the  municipality  where  the  bus  or  truck  line  has 
its  terminal,  or  elsewhere. 

Discussion  of  these  difficulties  year  after  year  by  our  local  as- 
sessors, and  the  experience  of  other  states  in  dealing  with  similar 
situations,  all  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  successful  levy  and 
collection  of  taxes  upon  all  motor  vehicles  properly  taxable  in  a 
state  is  not  very  likely  to  be  accomplished  unless  the  payment  of 
the  local  taxes  assessed  upon  such  property  is  linked  in  some  way 
with  its  system  of  motor  vehicle  registration. 

The  expedient  of  requiring  evidence  of  the  payment  of  local 
taxes,  as  a  prerequisite  to  registration  of  a  motor  vehicle,  is  being 
resorted  to  elsewhere — in  some  states  under  the  guise  of  an  excise 
tax,  and  in  others  in  the  form  of  a  permit  issued  by  the  town  upon 
payment  of  a  substantial  fee,  measured  by  horse-power  or  list 
price.  That  there  is  a  growing  sentiment  among  local  assessors 
in  Rhode  Island  favoring  some  such  provision  in  the  laws  of  this 
State,  is  indicated  by  the  action  taken  at  their  fifteenth  annual 
meeting  on  December  22d,  1926,  when,  after  a  session  devoted  to 
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the  discussion  of  this  question,  with  addresses  by  tax  officials 
from  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  describing  the  efforts 
made  in  those  states  to  solve  the  difficulty,  a  motion  was  adopted 
to  refer  the  whole  question  of  legislation  with  respect  to  local  as- 
sessment of  automobiles  to  a  legislative  committee  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  be  appointed  by  the  president. 

Similar  action  was  taken  at  the  same  meeting  with  regard  to 
the  difficulties  encountered  by  assessors  in  fixing  valuations  upon 
property  for  purposes  of  local  taxation — difficulties  which  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  Rhode  Island.  For  many  years  the  efforts 
of  local  assessors  everywhere  to  value  ratable  property  equitably, 
and  at  the  same  time  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
statutes,  have  repeatedly  been  set  aside  by  the  courts.  As  is  cus- 
tomarv  in  such  cases  the  courts  have  confined  themselves  to  the 
determination  of  the  questions  at  issue  in  the  specific  matters 
before  thorn ;  and  not  being  concerned  with  the  question  of  what 
should  constitute  valuation  for  purposes  of  taxation  their  deci 
sions  have  been  of  little  use  as  a  guide  to  the  assessor  for  the 
future.  Indeed,  the  decisions  of  many  state  courts  on  this  question 
and  the  conclusions  therein  drawn  as  to  the  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty concerned  are  declared  by  competent  legal  authority  to  be 
decidedly  irreconcilable  with  each  other,  if  not  in  direct  conflict. 

Recent  experiences  in  the  city  of  Newport,  where  valuations 
placed  upon  certain  parcels  of  summer  residential  property  by 
the  local  assessors  were  set  aside  by  the  court,  served  to  bring 
this  question  prominently  to  the  attention  of  the  assessors  of  this 
State  at  the  Association  meeting  last  December.  The  result  was 
the  first  definite  step  in  an  effort  to  clarify  this  statute.  The  As 
sociation,  by  vote,  authorized  the  president  to  appoint  a  legisla- 
tive committee  of  three  to  prepare  a  draft  of  a  statutory  require 
raent  respecting  the  valuation  of  property  for  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion which  would  furnish,  if  possible,  some  definite,  equitable 
basis  upon  which  assessors  could  base  their  judgment,  instead  of 
the  present  unsatisfactory  or  even  impractical  provisions,  such 
as  "market  value,"  "fair  cash  value,"  "value  in  money's  worth-' 
and  many  others  equally  indefinite  and  insufficient. 
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Proceedings  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  meetings  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association,  including  addresses  of 
visiting  tax  authorities  from  other  states,  discussions  of  problems 
encountered  by  local  assessors  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  other  matters  of  contemporary  interest,  are  published  in  full 
in  Association  Bulletins  No.  13  and  No.  14,  to  which  attention  is 
respectfully  invited. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pebcbntaob  or  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Glassoicatton  to  Total  Tax. 

By  Crms  and  Towns,  1924,  1925  and  1026. 


CiTIBt   AND    ToWMt. 


Year. 


Tu  on  Land. 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Toul 

Tax. 


TazoD 

BuildinKi  and 

Improve  iDenta. 


Cent  of 
Total 
Tax. 


BarringtoB. 


Bristol. 


Burrillville. 


Central  Falls. 


Cbarkstown. 


Coventry. 


Cranston. 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich. 


East  Providence. 


Exeter. 


Foster. 


Glocester. 


I92S 
1926 


1.2G 


$37,210.62 
42,276.24 
39,721. 

69.588 

71,659.20 

86,296.86 

24,808.00 
25.104.50 
25.148.00 

63,257.94 
63,786.39 
64.470.60 

4.701.50 
6.618.12 
7,178.75 

12,936.21 
16,450.17 
15.522.04 

182,371.10 
207.408.03 
218,511.381 

50.953.63 
51.513.86 
52,535.38 

15.121.37 
15.442.04 
16.850.20 

108.608.12 
109.486.90 
115,224.00 

4.966.75 
4.983.46 
6.104.52 

5,502.74 
5,949.30 
6.957.70 

8.242.03 
9.640.89 
9.619.42 


J 


26. 

25.57 

25.43 

26.13 
26.32 
26.72 

20.70 
20.09 
19.83 

14.97 
14.08 
13.59 

27.71 
28.68 
28.29 

15.59 
14.17 
14.37 

22.75 
22.53 
20.66 

22.76 
22.78 
22.96 

19.62 
20.05 
20.70 

20.61 
18.85 
18.74 

51.40 
50.96 
51.13 

39.87 
39.18 
39.75 

37.96 
37.30 
37.72 


$70,099.48 
89,318.51 
82.668.04 

136.626.65 
140.580.00 
175.416.93 

58,605.00 
60422.00 
61.021.00 

239.809.29 
254.139.54 
272.046.17 

10.391.50 
14.184.37 
16.096.88 

44.439.85 
61.106.50 
57.659.25 

482,551.70 
551,701.28 
671.255.15 

109.421 .95 
111.729.50 
114.438.90 

43.436.25 
43.315.50 
46.883.00 

327.700.17 
355,629.43 
382.967.13 

2.489.03 
2.585.33 
3.246.39 

5,170.09 
5.738.10 
7.077.00 

9.100.49 
11.088.56 
11.177.49 


49.12 
54.02 
52.93 

51.30 
51.64 
54.32 

48.92 
48.28 
48.13 

56.77 
56.08 
57.35 

61.25 
61.47 
63.43 

53.54 

52.63 
53.36 

60.20 
59.93 
63.45 

48.87 
49.41 
50.02 

56.37 
56.23 
57.58 

62.19 
61.24 
62.29 

25.76 
26.44 
27.20 

37.46 
37.80 
40.42 

41.92 
42.89 

43:83 
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TABIiE  yil.^Gontlnned. 

PcatCENTAGE  OF  TaX  ASSESSED   UnDEB  RaCH   CLASSIFICATION   TO  TOTAL  TaX, 

By  Omss  and  Towns,  1924,  1925  and  1926. 


Tax  on  Tangible 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Tax  on  Intan- 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 

Total 

Personal. 

ToUl 
Tax. 

gible  Personal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Net  Tax. 

$29,138.12 

20.42 

$6,248.00 

4.38 

$142,696.22 

$142,534.30*) 

28,502.57 

17.24 

5,237.92 

3.17 

165,335.24 

165.135.42 

24.023.45 

15.38 

9,773.32 

6.26 

156,186.31 

155.916.95 

49,347.65 

18.53 

10,758.80 

4.04 

266,321 .30 

265.938.95' 

49,226.40 

18.08 

10,780.80 

3.96 

272.246.40 

271,884.00  . 

49.461.75 

15.32 

11,745.20 

3.64 

322,920.74 

322,572.47 

36,202.00 

30.22 

193.92 

.16 

119.808.92 

119,668.92' 

39.308.00 

31.46 

203.92 

.17 

124,938.42 

124,814.42  . 

40,420.00 

31.88 

203.92 

.16 

126,792.92 

126.688.92 

114,419.72 

27.09 

4.934.15 

1.17 

422,421.10 

422,232.73* 

129.852.56 

28.65 

5.410.13 

1.19 

453,188.62 

453,011.53  . 

132.489.36 

27.93 

5,345.66 

1.13 

474,351.79 

474,163.43 

1,385.50 

8.17 

486.80 

2.87 

16,965.30 

16.884.30' 

1,774.37 

7.69 

498.00 

2.16 

23.074.86 

22,969.86  . 

1,708.13 

6.73 

392.00 

1.55 

25,375.76 

25.287.01 

24,386.88 

29.38 

1,234.80 

1.49 

.   82,997.74 

82,724.14' 

37,264.93 

32.09 

1,293.20 

1.11 

116,114.80 

115,812.67  . 

33,516.03 

31.02 

1,349.40 

1.25 

108,046.72 

107.821.97 

122,276.00 

15.25 

14,398.14 

1.80 

801,596.94 

800.992.44 

146.052.94 

T5.87 

15,345.02 

1.67 

920,507.27 

919.916.82  , 

151,127.80 

14.29 

16,965.10 

1.60 

1,057,859.43 

1,057.282.31 

61.639.80 

27.53 

1.889.40 

.84 

223,904.78 

223,729.98 

61.343.31 

27.13 

1.528.80 

.68 

226.115.47 

225,959.67 

60.327.66 

26.37 

1.488.40 

.65 

228,790.34 

228.637.54 

15.021.60 

19.50 

3.475.32 

4.51 

77,054.54 

76,856.54' 

14.759.00 

19.16 

3,518.92 

4.56 

77.035.46 

76.895.46  . 

14.432.32 

17.73 

3,251.72 

3.99 

81,417.24 

81,297.24 

■ 

85,033.31 

16.14 

5,592.06 

1.06 

526,933.66 

526.015.02' 

108.715.32 

18.72 

6.905.08 

1.19 

580,736.73 

580.016.96 

109,698.12 

17.85 

6,910.12 

1.12 

614,799.37 

614.102.28 

1.580.40 

16.36 

626.00 

6.48 

9.662.18 

9.662.18 

1,584.75 

16.20 

626.00 

6.40 

9,779.54 

9,779.54 

1.963.80 

16.45 

623.40 

5.22 

11,938.11 

11,938.11 

2,923.51 

21.18 

205.72 

1.49 

13,802.06 

13.635. ir 

3.266.50 

21.52 

227.80 

1.50 

15,181.70 

15,062.80 

3,276.10 

18.71 

196.10 

1.12 

17,506.90 

17,370.90 

3.838.86 

17.68 

529.42 

2.44 

21.710.80 

21,555.34' 

4.532.13 

17.53 

589.22 

2.28 

25,850.80 

25,677.41 

4.217.14 

16.54 

488.62 

1.91 

25,502.67 

25,346.77 
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TABLE  VII.--CJontinued. 

Percentage  or  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Citibs  and  Towns,  1924,  1925  and  1926. 


CiTiBS  AND  Towns 


Year 


Tax  on  Land. 


Hopkinton. 


Jamestown. 


Johnston. 


Lincoln. 


Little  Compton. 


Midd!etown. 


Narragansett. 


Newport. 


New  Shoreham. 


North  Kingstown. 


North  Providence. 


North  Smithfield. 


Pawtttcket. 


1924 
1925 
1926 

ri924 
1925 
1926 

1924 
1925 
1926 

1924 
1925 
1926 

{1924 
1925 
1926 

1924 
1925 
1926 

ri924 
]l925 
[1926 

fl924 
il925 
1926 


1924 
1925 
1926 

1924 
1925 
1926 

1924 
1925 
1926 

1924 
1925 
1926 

ri924 
{l925 
[1926 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


$8,932. 7( 
8.990. 7( 
9,122. 7( 

25.952.97 
25,733.61 
26,479.04 

36,030.99 
36.755.11 
48.880.46 

23.261.08 
23.767.08 
24,043.38 

8.181.40 
8,312.30 
8,548.45 

23,263.56 
21.584.46 
23,649.27 

40,544.90 
40,798.40 
42.475.90 

405.123.16 
407,350.18 
464,417.10 

10.052.50 

10,180.00 

9,941.88 

23.413.51 
25.288.34 
27.129.63 

28.460.86 
34.451 .30 
35.206.60 

12.441.00 
12.725.25 
13,095.00 

354,652.80 
364.801.00 
359.226.00 


Tax  on 
Bttiklings  and 
Improvements. 


20.78 
20.75 
20.49 

41.88 
41.56 
41.01 

30.01 
29.23 
32.84 

13.55 
13.27 
12.99 

28.66 
28.11 
27.56 

41.87 
41.24 
39.94 

45.76 
43.97 
43.28 

31.63 
31.62 
32.26 

41.58 
42.52 
42.00 

22.22 
22.46 
22.90 

20.25 
19.86 
19.35 

15.40 
15.31 
15.04 

15.69 
15.69 
14.94 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


J 


$24,014. 
23.941 .00 
24,426.50 

28.910.06 
29.230.16 
30,695.20 

62,558.33 
66,390.71 
74.850.74 

108.105. 

112,686.2 

117,925.61 

13,520.9 
14,092.8 
14.989.1 

24.365.90 
23.145.00 
27,030.90 

36.123.20 
39.859.20 
43,575.20 

609.065.97 
620.838.54 
704.558.75 

9.290.00 
9,210.00 
9,279.37 

61,503.85 
64.998.05 
68,472.20 

81.539.06 
103.308.50 
109.432.50 

45,015.00 
46.320.00 
49.585.50 

1,101.404.80 
1,168.532.00 
1,240,430.00 


5S.86 
SSJ6 
54.86 

46.65 
47.20 
47.53 

52.10 
52.80 
50.29 

62.98 
62.91 
63.72 

47.37 
47.65 
48.32 

43.86 
44.23 
45.66 

40.77 
42.95 
44.40 

47.56 
48.19 
48.95 

38.42 
38.46 
39.20 

58.36 
57.74 
57.80 

58.03 
59.56 
60.16 

55.72 
55.72 
56.94 

48.71 
50.27 
51.S8 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX    COMMISSIONERS. 


51 


TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pebcentagb  of  Tax  Assessed  Undeb  Each  Classification  it)  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1924,  1926  and  1926. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Pcnonal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 

Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Penonal. 

Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 

Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 

ToUl 
Net  Tax. 

$9,522.60 

9.885.70 

10.462.00 

22.15 
22.82 
23.49 

$522.12 
505.22 
517.62 

1.21 
1.17 
1.16 

$42,991.42 
43.322.62 
44.528.82 

$42,716.42' 
43,110.62  . 
44.379.82 

6.023.41 
5.858.32 
6,207.97 

9.72 
9.46 
9.61 

1.088.48 
1.105.37 
1.192.35 

1.75 
1.78 
1.85 

61.974.92 
61.927.46 
64.574.56 

61.851.17 
61.836.71 
64.535.04 

19,195.20 
20.290.63 
22,962.00 

15.99 
16.14 
15.43 

2,282.32 
2.297.32 
2.136.60 

1.90 
1.83 
1.44 

120.066.84 
125.733.77 
148.829.80 

119.990.30 
125.657.23  . 
148.728.96 

39.713.00 
42.102.00 
42.537.50 

23.14 
23.50 
22.98 

560.80 
581.20 
577.20 

.33 
.32 
.31 

171.640.68 
179.136.48 
185.083.68 

171.580.08' 
179,075.88  . 
185.023.08 

3,647.50 
3,740.00 
3,765.75 

12.78 
12.64 
12.14 

3.193.00 
3,429.60 
3,716.60 

11.19 
11.60 
11.98 

28,542.80 
29.574.75 
31,019.90 

28,540.80' 
29,572.75  . 
31,017.90 

5.707.98 
5.410.50 
6.336.85 

10.27 
10.34 
10.70 

2,224.00 
2.191.80 
2,189.80 

4.00 
4.19 
3.70 

55.561.44 
52.331.76 
59,206.82 

55,561.44' 
52.331.76  . 
59,206.82 

9,721.00 
9,993.00 
9,976.00 

10.97 
10.77 
10.16 

2,220.60 
2.142.60 
2.115.59 

2.50 
2.31 
2.16 

88.609.70 
92.793.20 
98.142.69 

88.575.70 
92.754.20  . 
98.128.69 

153.512.19 
160.849.08 
178.948.00 

11.99 
12.39 
12.43 

112,988.00 
99,229>80 
91,461.60 

8.82 
7.70 
6.36 

1,280,689.32 
1.288.267.60 
1.439.385.45 

1,280,246.42 
1.287,842.28  . 
1,438,934.65 

4.448.75 
4.188.75 
4.127.50 

18.40 
17.49 
17.43 

386.40 
367.20 
325.20 

1.60 
1.53 
1.37 

24.177.65 
23.945.95 
23.673.95 

24,090.15 
23,900.95  . 
23,638.95 

17.464.33 
17.784.95 
18.129.80 

16.57 
15.80 
15.30 

3,008.50 
4,498.30 
4,733.60 

2.85 

105,390.19 
112.569.64 
118.465.23 

105,044.44' 
112.260.94  . 
118.160.33 

30,276.75 
35,478.00 
37.058.00 

21.54 
20.46 
20.37 

255.20 
211.20 
206.00 

.18 
.12 
.12 

140.531.87 
173.449.00 
181.903.10 

140.439.12' 

173.363.00. 

181,811.10 

22.833.75 
23,595.00 
23.946.75 

28.27 
28.39 
27.50 

493.94 
484.22 
458.80 

.61 
.58 
.52 

80.783.69 
83.124.47 
87,086.05 

80.723.69 
83.064.47 
87.026.05 

747.710.80 
742.098.80 
750.562.00 

33.07 
31.92 
31.21 

57,122.16 
49,352.36 
54,778.20 

2.53 
2.12 
2.27 

2.260.890.56 
2,324.784.16 
2,404,996.20 

2.259.290.16' 
2.323.575.96  . 
2.403.637.80 

0«3 
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TABLE  VII.— Ck)nclude<l. 

Pbbcentaoe  of  Tax  Assessed  Undb  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

Bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1924,  1926  and  1926. 


Cmu  AND  Towns. 


Year. 


Tax  on  Land. 


Per 

Cent*  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Tax  OB 
BnUding^and 
iDpro  vemte  ts. 


Per 
Ccstof 

Total 
Tk. 


Portsmouth. 


Providence. 


Richmond. 


Sdtuate. 


Smithfield. 


South  Kingstown. 


Tiverton. 


Warren. 


Warwick. 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich. 


West  Warwick. 


Woonsocket. 


The  SUte. 


ri924 
1925 
1926 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1924 

^1925 
1926 

'1924 
1925 
1926 

ri924 
1925 
1926 

ri924 
1925 
1926 
1924 
1925 
1926 

ri924 
1925 
1926 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1924 
1925 
1926 

fl924 

41925 
1926 


' 


1924 
1925 
1926 


$18,155.65 

19.142.25 

24.032.10 

2.753.423.84 

2.819.791.26 

2.899.886.92 

4.632.38 

4.910.40 

4.834.40 

15.796.56 

15.735.92 

15.857.12 

10,836.30 

12.556.42 

13.521.84 

25.446.33 

25.414.36 

26,642.47 

29.555.96 

27,660.10 

29.940.64 

29.629.51 

26.178.40 

28.150.62 

99.860.32 

110.677.90 

125.692.79 

95,757.50 

99.551.25 

107.258.75 

4.648.00 

3.205.62 

3,880.87 

21.128.74 

35,634.70 

41.157.24 

363.464.00 

448,160.00 

439,903.75 


$5,060,914.73 
5.299,675.41 
5.517.115.27 


40.73 
38.18 
38.48 
26.66 
26.36 
26.14 
14.89 
14.77 
13.56 
21.18 
16.00 
15.64 
13.94 
13.62 
13.38 
19.95 
19.51 
19.47 
22.41 
22.26 
21.98 
13.50 
12.10 
12.31 
24.02 
22.49 
24.96 
26.15 
25.27 
26.21 

58.201 
56.97 
57.75 
8.72 
12.94 
14.31 
23.74 
22.89 
21.13 


24.35 
23.91 
23.66 


$18,275.50 
22.525.10 
29.256.60 
4.822.125.95 
5.073.773.09 
5.338.381 .  19 
16,012.50 
17.164.00 
18.684.00 
45,221.52 
69.400.32 
73.845.92 
39.061.73 
47.870.63 
53,612.35 
64,878.94 
66,633.89 
70,064.78 

82,428.20 
77,802.37 
83,591.20 
111,442.41 
120,916.50 
129,151.88 
247.601.42 
301.655.42 
311,579.07 
210.571.25 
224.781.25 
230,921.25 

2.205.00 

1.545.63 

1.869.38 

121.849.37 

135,289.87 

145,122.98 

658.630.00 

884,512.50 

1,024,997.50 


$10,185,562.11 
11,067.861.401 
11,928,282.99 


41.00 
44.92 
46.14 
46.70 
47.43 
48.12 
51.49 
51.63 
52.41 
60.63 
70.SS 
72.86 
50.24 
51.91 
53.02 
50.88 
51.16 
51.20 
62.50 
62.61 
61.37 

50.79 
55.90 
56.48 
59.57 
61.28 
61.87 

57.50 
57.05 
56.42 

27.61 
27.47 
27.82 

50.28 
49.14 
50.45 

43.01 
45.18 
49.24 

49.00 
49.93 
51.14 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

PSBGBNTAOE  OF  TaX   ASSESSED  UnDEB  EaCH   CLASSIFICATION   TO  TOTAL  TaX, 

Bt  OmEB  AND  Towns,  1924,  1925  and  1926. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Pcnonal. 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


$3,188.50 

3.889.00 

5,147.45 

2.220.357.90 

2.274.732.2 

2^02.610.5 

10.186.87 

10.942. 

11,804.80 

11.600.80 

11.141.60 

9,895.60 

27.120.98 

31.116.48 

33.339.59 

21.354.35 

21.912.04 

22,140.03 

17,383.97 

16.669.27 

20.121.75 

72.881.34 

63,823.50 

65,484.64 

50.401.56 

61.414.08 

46.402.86 

46,505.00 

51.690.00 

51,625.00 

1.034.25 

798.75 

885.00 

94,095.07 

97.466.25 

93,344.44 

494.231.00 

608,377 .  50 

599,212.50 


$4,687,312.20 
4.961,430.18 
5,003,695.94 


7.15 
7.75 
8.24 
21.50 
21.26 
20.76 
32.76 
32.92 
33.11 
15.55 
11.34 
9.76 
34.88 
33.74 
32.97 
16.75 
16.82 
16.18 
13.18 
13.41 
14.77 
33.22 
29.501 
28.64 
12.13 
12.48 
9.22 
12.701 
13.12 
12.61 
12.95 
14.20 
13.17 
38.82 
35.401 
32.45 
32.28 
31.07 
28.79 


22.56 
22.38 
21.45 


Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Penonal. 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 


$4,955.20 

11.12 

4,586.40 

9.15 

4,024.00 

6.44 

530,888.08 

5.14 

529,206.00 

4.95 

552,703.12 

4.98 

268.40 

.86 

226.00 

.68 

324.80 

.92 

1.973.70 

2.64 

2.044.60 

2.08 

1.759.80 

1.74 

733.20 

.94 

676.40 

.73 

640.00 

.63 

15.837.24 

12.42 

16.291.28 

12.51 

17,993.08 

13.15 

2,512.50 

1.91 

2,143.10 

1.72 

2,564.70 

1.88 

5,452.50 

2.49 

5,406.10 

'     2.50 

5,882.40 

2.57 

17,800.20 

4.28 

18.446.04 

3.75 

19.895.52 

3.95 

13,402.00 

3.65 

18.003.20 

4.56 

19,486.80 

4.76 

98.80 

1.24 

76.80 

1.36 

84.80 

1.26 

5,290.51 

2.18 

6,920.31 

2.52 

8,033.56 

2.79 

14,926.20 

.97 

16,750.00 

.86 

17,345.60 

.84 

$851,056.58 

4.09 

839,337.23 

3.78 

873,880.30 

3.75 

.40 
1.00 


$44,574.85 

50,142.75 

62.460.15 

10.326,795.77 

10,697.502.55 

U. 093.581. 73 

31,100.15 

33,242.41 

35.648 

74.592.58 

98.322.44 

101.358.44 

77.752.21 

92.219.93 

101,113.78 

127.516.86 

130,251.57 

136.840.36 

131,880.63 

124,274.84 

136,218.29 

219,405.76 

216,324.50 

228.669.54 

415,663.50 

492,193.44 

503,570.24 

366,235.75 

394,025.70 

409.291.80 

7.986.05 

5.626.80 

6,720.05 

242,363.69 

275,311.13 

287,658.22 

1,531,251.20 
1.957,800.00 
2,081,459.35 


$20,784,845.62 
22,168,304.22 
23.322.974.501 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


$44,574.85 

50.142.75  . 

62,448.15 

10,323,590.17 

10.694.394.07 

11.091.406.85 

31.037.15 

33.191.20 

35.596.80 

74.470.181 

98.224.84 

101,276.84 

77,538.46 
92.149.93 
101,039.78 
127,166.25 
129,928.95 
136.528.38 
131,597.73 
124,028.64 
135,978.89 
219,333.36 
216,252.50 
228,594.82 

414,776.70 

491,296.46 

502,777.90 

365,984.25 

393,774.20 

409,115.30 

7,926. 55> 

5.584.36 

6,667.55 

242,065.08 

275,007.76 

287,354.34 

1,531,033.20' 

1,957,577.50 

2,081,234.35 


$20,772,173.77 
22.156.836.41 
23.312.675.04 
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TABLB  IX. 
Pkb  Capita  Local  Abbessed  Valuation  of  the  .State,  Gmss  and  Towvs 

FOE  THE  YeABS  1924.  1925  AND  1926. 


Cttiss  AMD  Towns. 


Yfltf. 


Valuatioii. 


*Popiilatkiii. 


PerCapiti 
ValtiAtioB. 


Barrington. 


BristoL 


BurrillTUle. 


Central  Falls. 


Charlestown. 


Coventry. 


Cranston. 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich. 


East  Providence. 


$9,305,540.1 

9,071,495.1 

10,473,200.1 

13,547,600.00 

13,574.500. 

15,520.400. 

6,022,230. 

6,280,705.00 

6,374,430. 


.00 
.00 


19,780,141 

21,247,799.00 

22.172,261.00 

1,761,450.00 
1,922,250.00 
2,089,600.00 

6,129,010.00 
6,866,885.00 
6,789,855.00 

42,928.850.00 
45,908,955.00 
52,627,715.00 

12,148,280.00 
12,194,351.00 
12,327,160.00 

4,204,340.00 
4,548,557.00 
4,715,206.00 

26,180.060.00 
29,017,312.00 
30,641,442.00 


3,897 
4,938 
4,938 

11,376 
12,707 
12,707 

8,606 
9,413 
9.413 

24,174 
25,403 
25,403 

759 
1,124 
1,124 

5,670 
6370 
6,379 

29,407 
34,471 
34,471 

10,077 
10,238 
10.238 

3,290 
4,157 
4,157 

21,793 
26,088 
2a088 


$2,387.87 
1,837.07 
2,120.93 

1,191.00 
1,068.26 
1,221.40 

609.77 
667.23 
677.19 

818.24 
836.42 
872.82 

2,320.75 
,710.18 
,859.07 

,080.95 
,076.48 
,064.40 

,459.82 
.831.81 
,627.01 

,205.64 
,191.00 
,294.06 

,277.91 
,094.19 
,134.28 

,201.30 
,112.28 
,174.54 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Peb  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOB  THE  Years  1924,  1925  and  1926. 


CrriBS  AND  Towns. 


Year. 


Valuation. 


^Population. 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


Exeter. 


Foster. 


Glocester. 


Hopklnton. 


Jamestown. 


Jolmston. 


Lincoln. 


Little  Compton. 


Middletown. 


Narragansett. 


(1924 
1925 
1926 

{1924 
1925 
1926 

{1924 
1925 
1926 

fl924 
n925 
[1928 


1924 
1925 
1926 


[1924 
^1925 
1926 


ri924 

1 1926 

[1926 


758,912.00 
766,736.00 
784,445.00 

600,520.00 
798,300.00 
907,365.00 

1.534,083.00 
1,580,916.00 
1,542,620.00 

2,240,245.00 
2,256,575.00 
2,322,515.00 

3,954,706.00 
3,957,032.00 
4,024,129.00 

6,045,370.00 
6,312,000.00 
7,352,400.00 

8,691,164.00 
9,070,034.00 
9.366.594.00 

$3,332,730.00 
3,471,415.00 
3,659,480.00 

4,658,880.00 
4,726,280.00 
4,983,375.00 

4,872,905.00 
5,066,230.00 
5,329,553.00 


1,033 
1,182 
1,182 

905 
1,068 
1,069 

1,389 
1,630 
1,630 

2,316 
2,737 
2,737 

1,638 
1,778 
1.773 

6,855 
8,668 
8,668 

9,543 
10,581 
10,581 

1,389 
1,383 
1,383 

2,094 
2,245 
2.245 

093 
1.357 
1.857 


734.67 
648.67 
668.65 

763.00 
746.77 
848.79 

1,104.45 
969.88 
046.89 

967.29 
824.47 

848.56 

2.421.74 
2,231.82 
2,269.67 

881.89 
728.19 

848.22 

910.74 
857.20 
885.22 

$2,399.87 
2,510.06 
2,646.04 

2,224.87 
2.105.24 
2.197.49 

4.907.25 
3,733.40 
3,927.45 
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TABLE  IX.--€ontiiiued. 
Per  Capita  Ix>cax  AssBssEa)  Valuation  or  the  State,  Ctties  and  Ty)WKS 

FOB  THE  Tears  1024,  1025  and  1926. 


CxTiBS  AND  Towns. 


Newport. 


New  Shoreham. 


North  Kingstown. 


North  Providence. 


North  Smithfleld. 


Pawtucket. 


Portsmouth. 


Providence. 


Richmond. 


Scituate. 


Year. 


{1924 
1925 
1926 

{1924 
1925 
1926 


ri924 
il925 
[1926 


1924 
1925 
1926 


fl924 
1925 
1926 


Va]ttatioB. 


'Population. 


82,558,690.00 
79,582,219.00 
77,864,300.00 

1,044,750.00 
1,033,150.00 
1,013,850.00 

6,121,885.00 
6.795,740.00 
7,152.675.00 

8,074,310.00 
8,710,390.00 
9,131,755.00 

5,472,135.00 
5,626,405.00 
5,885,850.00 

124,388,940.00 
126,049,270.00 
131,137,530.00 

5,200,765.00 
5,702,235.00 
5,874,680.00 

558,490,850.00 
574.265,290.00 
596.380,290.00 

2,118,350.00 
2,116,825.00 
2,285,700.00 

5,024,005.00 
6,522,415.00 
6,659,765.00 


30,255 
27,757 
27,757 

1,038 
1,070 
1,070 

3397 
4,399 
4,399 

7,697 
9,055 
9.055 

3,206 
3,571 
3,571 

64,248 
69,760 
69,760 

2,590 
2,798 
2,798 

237,595 
267,918 
267,918 

1,301 
1,719 
1,719 

3,006 
3,348 
3.348 


Per  Capita 
Valuatioft. 


2,728.76 
2,867.10 
2,805.21 

1,006.50 
965.66 
947.52 

1,802.14 
1,544.83 
1,625. d7 

1,049.02 

961.94 

1,008.47 

1,706.84 
1,675.58 
1,648.23 

1,936.07 
1,806.89 
1,879.83 

2,008.02 
2,037.96 
2,009.59 

2.350.60 
2,143.43 
2,225.96 

1,628.25 
1,231.42 
1,329.66 

1,671.82 
1,948.15 
1,969.17 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 
Per  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOB  THE  Years  1924,  1925  and  1926. 


Crbs  and  Towns. 


Ymt. 


Smitlifleld. 


South  Kingstown. 


Tiverton. 


Warren. 


Warwick. 


Westerly. 


W'Ost  Oreenwich. 


West  Warwick. 


Woonsocket. 


The  State. 


ri924 
•{1925 
[l926 


[1924 
•{1925 
1926 


ri924 
•{1925 
1926 


ri924 
•{1925 
[1926 


fl924 
J1925 
[1926 


fl924 
1925 
1926 


VahntiOB. 


*Popalatioii. 


.00 


5,303,650 
5,396,160 
5,587,015.00 

9,668,490.00 
10,053,750.00 
10,736,970.00 

6.240.526.80 
6.339,039.66 
6.704,638.00 

$10,743,040.00 
11,898,445.00 
12,177,120.00 

24.296,955.00 
27,127,630.00 
27.877,470.00 

17,452,950.00 
19,530,800.00 
20.456,000.00 

472,000.00 
459,800.00 
460.050.00 

15.249.778.50 
17,499,164.00 
18,438,260.00 

79.536,900.00 
81.820.600.00 
86.891,950.00 

1.146,245.986.30 
1.185.162.654.66 
1.236.669.613.00 


PerCapiU 
Vmluation. 


3,190 
3.948 
3.948 

5,181 
6,065 
6,065 

3,894 
4.539 
4,539 

7,841 
7,997 
7,997 

13,481 
18,273 
18,278 

9,952 
11.177 
11,177 

367 
407 
407 

15,461 
18,215 
18.215 

43,496 
49,681 
49,681 

604,403 
679,260 
679,260 


1,657.91 
1.366.80 
1.415.15 

1,866.14 
1.652.21 
1,764.49 

1.602.60 
1.396.57 
1.477.11 

$1,370.11 
1,487.23 
1,522.71 

1,802.31 
1,484.57 
1,525.60 

1,758.71 
1,747.40 
1.830.18 

1,286.10 
1,129.72 
1,130.84 

986.34 

960.70 

1,012.26 

1,828.60 
1,646.91 
1,748.99 

1,896.49 
1,744.78 
1,820.61 


*1924  population,  census  of  1920.     1925  and  1926  population,  census  of  I92S. 
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[Gbnebal  Laws  of  1923,  Chapter  38.] 


(491)  Sex;.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissionerB  shall  bienDlally  in  the 
odd-numbered  years  report  to  the  governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  in  such  years,  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith  present  such 
report  to  the  general  assembly.  Snch  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount 
of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals  pay- 
ing taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  sev- 
eral statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid ;  the  amount  of  taxable  prop- 
erty in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several 
classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation ;  the  amount  of  property  in  each 
city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and 
any  recommendations  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
wliich  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable:  Provided,  however, 
that  if  the  governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the  board  of  tax  commis- 
sioners deems  it  necessary  or  advisable,  said  board  may  report  at  other 
times  upon  matters  relating  to  taxation. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


To  His  Excellency,  Norman  S,  Case,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  38 
of  the  General  Laws,  the  Board  of  Tax  Oommissioners  herewith 
submits  its  twelfth  report. 

ZE2NAtS  W.  BLiaS. 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
EDWABD  L.  LEAHY. 

Board  of  Ta^  Commissioners. 
Providbncb,  R.  I.,  February  1, 1929. 


REPORT 


The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  is  required  under  Section  7 
of  Chapter  38  of  the  General  Laws  of  1923  to  report  to  the  Qov- 
emor  biennially  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in  the  odd 
numbered  years  and  the  report  shall  forthwith  be  presented  by 
the  Governor  to  the  General  Assembly.  This  section  further  pro- 
vides that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed 
upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes 
directly  to  the  General  Treasurer,  classified  according  to  the 
several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid ;  the  amount  of 
taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  dis- 
tinguishing the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation; 
the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from  tax- 
ation, with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations 
for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  Board 
may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  Board  has  followed  the  same  general  arrangement  of  sta- 
tistics and  other  data  that  has  been  used  in  reports  of  previous 
years.  An  ease  of  comparison  between  the  present  and  the  sev- 
eral preceding  reports  submitted  by  the  Board  is  thus  assured. 

Under  the  following  headings  are  classified  the  sources  of 
revenue  of  the  State : 

Direct  State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in   Savings  Danks.   State 
Banks  and  Trust  Companies. 
Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 
FHnes  and  Costs  from  Courts. 
Fees  for  Corporation  Charters. 
Tax  on  Motor  Vehicle  Fuels. 
Oyster  Ground  Rentals. 
Municipal  License  Fees. 
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Motor  Vehicle  Registration  and  License  Fees. 

State  Tax  on  Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Business  Corporations. 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax  on  Domestic  Corporatione. 

State  Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations. 

Taxes  on  Net  Estates,  Inheritances,  Legacies  and  Gifts. 

Tax  on  Interest-bearing  Deposits  In  National  Banks. 

*  Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years  from  1908  to  1928  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears 
to  the  total  revenue  are  set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I-a. 

The  amounts  of  taxes  paid  in  1927  and  1928  by  corporations, 
companies,  firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  General  Treasurer, 
classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes 
are  paid,  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amounts  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations 
fixed,  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  the  years  192C,  1927 
and  1928  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

The  aggregate  number  of  estates,  valuations,  net  estate  taxes 
and  transfer  taxes  determined  and  assessed  under  the  Inheritance 
Tax  Law,  by  cities  and  towns,  for  the  years  1927  and  1928,  are 
shown  in  Table  V. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  soldiers'  and  in- 
ability exemptions,  total  property  assessed,  and  the  State  tax  for 
each  city  and  town  for  the  years  1927  and  1928  are  set  forth  in 
Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of 
property  by  cities  and  towns  for  the  years  1926, 1927  and  1928  is 
shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  58,  Sections 
2,  4,  5  and  6  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  in  1927  and  192S. 

*  Under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned  by  aad 
returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State  HcMne  and  School 
State  Institutions  at  Howard,  etc.;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole  or  in  part  to  tha  proaecoton. 
and  in  general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for  general  appropriations.  These  items  are 
dependent  in  nu»t  cases  upon  departmental  administration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the 
State.    The  sqsarate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  sev^al  State  departments. 
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as  returned  by  the  ajssessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  is 
set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  property  exempt  in  1927  and  1928  onder  four 
separate  headings — ^land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible 
personal  property,  and  intangible  personal  property — and  the 
total  amount  of  property  exempt  in  each  class  are  set  forth  in 
Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  local  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  years  1926,  1927  and  19128  are  shown  in  Table 
IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since 
the  enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  local  rate 
for  the  years  1911  and  1928,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

The  total  valuations  of  property,  as  returned  by  the  assessors 
of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  classified  under  land,  buildings 
and  improvements,*  tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible 
personal  property,  with  the  per  centum  of  increase  for  each  year 
from  1912  to  1928,  inclusive,  and  per  centum  of  total  increase  for 
the  sixteen-year  period,  are  shown  in  Table  X-a. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease,  for  each  year  from  1912 
to  1928,  inclusive,  is  set  forth  in  Table  XI. 

A  summary  of  the  assessed  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years 
1924  to  1928,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Tax  Legislation 

Twenty  measures  were  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  dur- 
ing the  period  covered  by  this  report,  having  a  more  or  less  direct 
bearing  upon  state  and  local  taxation. 

Of  these  twenty  measures,  twelve  enacted  in  1927  and  eight  in 
1928,  but  two,  one  in  each  year,  were  for  the  purpose  of  directly 
or  indirectly  increasing  revenue.  In  1927  a  joint  resolution  was 
passed  requesting  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  abolish  the 
Federal  estate  tax.    All  the  other  seventeen  enactments  were 
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measures  aothorizing  in  one  form  or  another  exemptions  from 
taxation. 

Chapter  1033  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1927,  the  most  important 
measure  enacted  from  the  revenue  producing  standpoint,  was  an 
act  increasing  the  rate  of  taxation  from  one  to  two  cents  a  gallon 
on  motor  vehicle  fuels.  This  act  was  also  of  importance  in  other 
respects,  us  it  ai^ented  to  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Highu'ay 
Act  of  1916  and  i*epealed  the  three  cent  direct  State  tax  on  cities 
and  towns  for  highway  purposes. 

Chapter  1153  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1928  inaugurated  a  minor 
change  in  the  deductions  allowed  manufacturing,  mercantile  and 
business  corporations  in  the  computation  of  the  corporate  excess 
tax.  The  amendment  provides  that  deductions  on  account  of 
savings  and  participation  deposits  will  be  allowed  only  on  such 
amounts  as  were  on  deposit  on  or  before  the  preceding  June  30 
and  are  owned  by  the  corporation  on  December  31.  This  action 
was  made  necessary  by  the  improper  use  of  such  accounts  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  deductions  formerly  allowed  in  com- 
puting the  taxable  corporate  excess.  This  change  in  the  practice 
of  the  tax  department  was  determined  upon  with  great  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  General  Assembly  only  after  repeated  warnings 
had  been  given  to  those  who  appeared  to  be  abusing  the  existing 
provision  of  the  law. 

It  is  the  resort  to  such  practices  as  the  foregoing  that  tends  to 
break  down  carefully  worked  out  taxation  laws  in  which  it  has 
been  attempted  to  combine,  so  far  as  practicable,  equitable  dis- 
tribution of  the  burden  with  simplicity  and  ease  of  compliance, 
and  that  inevitably  forces  the  taxing  authorities  to  apply  strin- 
gent regulations,  which  unfortunately  at  times  harass  the  inno- 
cent, in  order  that  the  interests  of  the  state  may  be  protected 
against  the  machinations  of  a  comparatively  few  whose  sense  of 
obligation  seems  to  be  deficient,  or  who  desire  to  demonstrate 
their  cleverness  in  turning  technicalities  to  their  personal  advan- 
tage, regardless  of  ultimate  consequences. 

It  is  perhaps  significant  that  thifl  provision  of  the  corp<Nrate 
excess  tax  law  had  been  in  operation  for  more  than  twelve  yean 
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before  it  was  as  a  continuous  practice  had  recourse  to,  not  as  a 
legitimate  business  transaction  but  for  the  sole  purpose  of  re- 
ducing a  tax  through  the  manipulation  of  savings  and  participa- 
tion  accounts. 

Januaby  Session,  1927. 

» 

Chap.   986.    Exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  personal  et*tajte  oif  In- 

coriK>rated  organizations  of  war  veterana  np  to  $100,0f)0, 
provided  the  net  income  therefrom  is  used  for  charitable 
purposes. 

Chap.  1025.    Extending  the  soldiers*  exemption  provided  in  Section  6  of 

Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  to  include  service  in  the 
Spanish  American  AVar  and  in  the  World  War. 

Chap.  1033.    Imposing  an  additional  tax  of  one  cent  i)er  gaUon  upon  motor 

vehicle  fuels,  repealing  the  additional  direct  State  tax  on 
cities  and  towns  for  highway  purposes,  and  assenting  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Federal  Highway  Act. 

Chap.  1108.    Exempting  from,  taxation  for  (Ave  years  certain  property  in  the 

City  of  Newport  used  by  the  Congregation  Jesuat  Israol  for 
religious  and  educational  purposes. 

Chap.  1115.    Authorizing  the  Town  of  Scituate  to  exempt  from  taxation 

the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley  Agri- 
cultural Society,  Inc.,  up  to  $25,000. 

Chap.  1119.    Authorizing  the  Town  of  Warren  to  exempt  from  taxation 
*    idle  manufacturing  property  for  ten  years  from  the  date 
of  renewal  of  its  operation. 

Chap.  1123.    Authorizing  the  Town  of  Warwick  to  exempt  from  taxation 

the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  Robert  T.  Johnson 
Memorial  Association  used  for  charitable  and  educational 
purposes,  up  to  $10,000. 

Act.  Authorizing  the  City  of  Providence  to  exempt  from  taxation 

the  Corvese  Hospital  and  its  real  and  personal  estate  used 
for  hospital  and  incidental  purposes. 

Act.  Exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the 

Providence  Community  Fund,  Inc. 

Act.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  South  Kingistown  to  exempt  from 

taxation  the  property  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of 
South  Kingstown. 
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Act.  Exempting   from    taxation    the   property   of   the   Mary  C. 

Wheeler  School,  Incorporated,  need  exclusively  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  up  to  $400,000. 

Resolution.     Requesting  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  abolish  tbfi 

Federal  Estate  Tax. 

January  Session,  1928. 

Chap.  1153.    Disallowing  deductions  on  account  of  sayings  and  particii>a- 

tion  deposits  in  computing  taxable  corporate  excess  except 
such  ae  shall  have  been  on  deposit  in  the  name  of  the  cor- 
poration malting  the  return  on  the  last  business  day  of  Jnne 
next  preceding. 

Chap.  1202.    Fixing  an  annual  State  franchise  tax  of  $5  upon  non-proflt 

cooperative  corporations  and  associations  and  exeraptin; 
such  corporations  and  associations  from  all  other  State 
taxes. 

Chap.  1227.  Further  extending  the  soldiers'  exemption  provided  In  Sec- 
tion 6  of  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  to  include  seirice 
in  the  insurrection  in  the  Philippines  and  in  the  China  n^ 
lief  expedition. 

Chap.  1252.    Authorizing  the  Bristol    financial    town    meeting  to  exempt 

from  taxation  real  estate  used  for  public  playgrounds,  parks 
or  recreation  centers. 

Chap.  1282.    Authorizing  the  City  of  Newport  to  exempt  from  taxation 

certain  real  estate  owned  by  the  Newi)ort  Historical  Society. 

Chap.  1294.  Authorizing  the  Towns  of  Richmond  and  Hopkinton  to  ex- 
empt from  taxation  for  ftye  years  the  real  estate  and  tan- 
gible personalty  of  the  Wood  River  Branch  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Chap.  1302.    Authorizing  the  City  of  Woonsoclcet  to  exempt  from  taxation 

for  ten  years  property  acquired  by  the  Woonsoclcet  Rayon 
Company  under  certain  conditions. 

Act  Exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  tbe 

Young  Men*s  Christian  Association  of  Westerly. 

State  Revenues 

The  total  revenue  of  the  state  shows  a  very  substantial  in- 
crease for  both  years  covered  by  this  report.  The  revenue  for 
1927  was  ?10,795,072.94,  an  increase  over  1926  of  #1,392,306.99, 
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and  for  1928  it  was  111,407,722.80,  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  {612,649.86.  The  increase  in  1927  is  the  greatest  in  any 
year  except  in  1920,  when  it  was  11,587,449.92.  This  latter  in- 
crease was  dne  however,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  the  fact  that 
the  inheritance  tax  on  a  very  large  estate  was  paid  during  that 
year. 

The  state  revenue  has  increased  steadily  from  {2,183,046.59  in 
1908  to  {11,407,722.80  in  1928,  an  average  annual  increase  of 
{461,233.81  for  the  twenty^year  period.  Since  1919  the  state  rev- 
enue has  more  than  doubled  and  the  average  annual  increase 
from  that  time  has  been  {676,222.26. 

During  the  twenty-year  period  from  1908  to  1928  the  revenue 
from  rentals  of  oyster  grounds  and  municipal  license  fees  has 
shown  a  steady  decline.  The  revenue  derived  from  fees  for  cor- 
poration charters  naturally  fluctuates  widely  but  all  other  sources 

of  state  revenue  have  furnished  consistent  gains  throughout  the 
period  covered  by  Table  I. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  with  respect  to  the  state  revenue  that 
the  returns  from  each  source  have,  with  but  two  exceptions, 
rentals  of  oyster  grounds  and  municipal  license  feesj,  increased 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  or  for  such  period  as  the  several 
taxes  have  been  assessed.  The  percentage  of  the  total  revenue 
which  each  source  furnishes,  however,  has  decreased  in  every  in- 
stance except  with  respect  to  the  fees  and  taxes  assessed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Public  Roads. 

In  1908  motor  vehicle  registrations  and  licenses  furnished  but 
1.43%  of  the  total.  In  1928  the  percentage  was  18.77%.  The 
motor  vehicle  fuel  tax  furnished  2.25%  in  1925  and  10.1%  in  1928. 

The  direct  state  tax  on  cities  and  towns,  although  producing 
nearly  twice  the  amount  of  revenue  in  1928  that  it  did  in  1908,  has 
fallen  in  the  percentage  of  total  revenue  supplied  from  40.62%  to 
14.23%.  This  decrease  in  percentage  is  not  due  to  the  reduction 
in  the  direct  state  tax  rate,  for  computed  on  the  basis  of  the  1908 
rate,  18c  on  each  {100  of  locally  assessed  valuation,  the  percent- 
age would  still  be  but  slightly  in  excess  of  21%  of  the  total 
revenue. 
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Although  the  revenue  annnally  derived  from  the  tax  on  sav- 
ings and  partidpaticm  accounts  in  savings  banks,  state  banks  and 
trust  companies  has  increased  more  than  three  times  in  amount, 
the  percentage  of  the  total  revenue  derived  from  this  source  has 
faUen  from  20.49%  in  1908  to  U.97%  in  1928.  The  tax  on  insur- 
ance premiums^  increasing  in  amount  from  1274^567.37  in  1908  to 
9668,975.09  in  1928,  riiows  a  decrease  in  percentage  from  12.58% 
to  5.86%.  The  amount  received  from  fines  and  costs  from  courts, 
although  increasing  more  than  four  times,  shows  a  decrease  in 
the  percentage  of  the  total  revenue  from  2.13%  to  1.87%.  There 
is  not  a  very  substantial  difference  in  the  amount  received  in  1908 
and  1928  from  fees  for  ccnrporation  charters.  The  percentage  to 
the  total,  however,  falls  from  1.45%  to  .32%. 

Taxes  and  fecQ  assessed  by  the  State  Board  of  Public  Roads 
have  increased  more  than  one  hundred  times  since  1908  and  the 
percentage  of  the  total  revenue  supplied  by  these  taxes  and  fees 
has  increased  from  1.43%  to  28.87%. 

Taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  in  1912  fur- 
nished 24.8%  of  the  total  revenue.    In  1915  the  percentage  had 
fallen  to  23.83%,  but  this  decrease  was  also  accompanied  by  a 
slight  decrease  in  the  amount  of  revenue  received  from  this  source. 
In  1916  the  estate  and  inheritance  taxes  were  imposed  for  the 
first  time  and  the  percentage  went  up  to  27.09%  and  continued  to 
increase  until  it  reached  45.32%  in  1920.    This  is  the  largest  per- 
centage of  total  revenue  furnished  under  a  single  classification 
during  the  time  for  which  statistics  are  available,  and  is  due  to 
a  considerable  extent  at  least  to  the  unusually  large  returns,  in 
fact  the  largest  ever  received  under  the  estate  and  inheritance  tax 
law  for  one  year.    The  decline  in  percentage  from  that  time  on- 
ward has  been  steady,  and  for  1928  it  was  23.28%  or  slightly  less 
than  the  percentage  for  1912,  although  the  estate  and  inheritance 
taxes  were  not  imposed  until  1916.    The  taxes  assessed  by  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  are,  with  the  exception  of  certain 
inheritance  taxes  collected  because  of  the  80%  credit  clause  of 
the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926,  available  for  appropriation  for 
current  expenses  and  comprise  approximately  one-third  of  the 
revenue  so  available.    Together  with  the  receipts  from  the  tax 
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on  savings  and  participation  accounts  they  aggregate  one-halt 
of  such  revenue. 

Miscellaneous  receipts  have  increased  very  rapidly  not  only  be- 
cause of  the  i,ncrease  in  the  amounts  attributable  to  the  various 
sources  but  also  because  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  sources 
classified  under  this  heading.  In  this  case  the  percentage  of  the 
total  was  6.18%  in  1908  and  13.17%  in  1928.  The  amounts  re- 
ceived under  this  classification  vary  considerably  from  year  to 
year.  In  1927  they  increased  over  1926  about  half  a  million  dol- 
ars  and  fell  off  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  in  1928. 

The  receipts  under  this  classification  have  been  more  than  a 
million  dollars  annually  since  the  year  1924.  The  several  items 
classified  under  this  heading  are^  as  previously  noted,  incidental 
and  not  dependent  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  state.  These  re- 
ceipts are  derived  from  eighty  or  ninety  different  sources,  the 
number  varying  from  year  to  year.  The  amounts  received  under 
the  different  headings  vary  from  a  few  cents  to  half  a  million 
dollars. 

In  1927  (the  detailed  accounts  for  1928  are  not  available  at 
this  time)  |1,738,267.57  was  returned  under  this  classification,  of 
which  11,380,508.52  was  received  from  five  sources:  Interest  on 
loan  accounts,  |168,095.74;  public  welfare  commission,  |317,- 
440.79;  United  States,  for  rural  post  roads,  1^^^826.44;  refund 
of  money  advanced  for  State  Office  Building,  f  166,351.24;  a  re- 
fund for  advances  on  account  of  the  College  of  Education  loan, 
?299,794.31. 

The  foregoing  are  the  largest  returns  from  single  sources  but 
there  are  substantial  amounts  derived  from  interest  on  general 
deposits,  f 35,612.18 ;  tuition  fees,  |22,601.04 ;  rents  received  by 
Harbor  Commission,  f 25,779.61 ;  from  the  State  Sanitorium,  |13,- 
925.24;  and  from  interest  on  permanent  school  fund,  f  13,098.75. 
There  are  also  a  considerable  number  of  small  items  but  these 
are  usually  of  no  particular  significance. 

Direct  State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns 
Receipts  from  the  direct  state  tax  on  cities  and  towns  in  1927 
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were  11,520,323.33  and  for  1928  11,623,664.17,  each  in  turn  being 
the  greatest  amount  ever  received  from  this  soorce. 

This  tax  is  an  important  item  of  state  revenue  and  is  exceeded 
only  by  the  taxes  and  fees  collected  by  the  State  Board  of  Public 
Boads  and  the  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
Although  this  tax  shows  substantial  annual  increases  the  percent- 
age of  the  total  which  it  furnishes  has  decreased  from  40.62%  in 
1908  to  14.23%  in  1928.  It  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  con 
sideration  of  the  increased  amounts  derived  from  the  direct  state 
tax  that  the  rate  of  taxation  was  reduced  in  1912  from  18c  to  9c, 
raised  from  9c  to  12c  in  1915,  to  15c  in  1919,  and  reduced  in 
1920  from  15c  to  12c  on  each  f  100  of  local  assessed  valuati(Mi. 
This  tax  is  based  upon  local  assessed  valuations  and  as  these  val- 
uations change  there  is  a  corresponding  change  in  the  amount  of 
tax  ultimately  received  by  the  state.  This  tax  which  is  paid  by 
the  cities  and  towns  to  the  General  Treasurer  is  not  always  paid 
promptly,  and  this  irregularity  in  payments  reduces  the  amount 
received  by  the  state  one  year  and  increases  it  in  the  year  in 
which  the  tax  is  paid.  The  revenue  received  by  the  state  in  any 
given  year  does  not  necessarily  correspond  to  the  amount  ob- 
tained by  multiplying  the  tax  base  by  the  tax  rate  unless  all  tbe 
municipalities  have  paid  promptly. 

This  method  of  direct  taxation  of  the  several  cities  and  towns 
for  purposes  of  state  revenue,  while  simple  and  feasible,  has 
a  very  serious  disadvantage,  as  the  amount  that  must  be  paid 
to  the  state  depends  on  the  local  assessed  valuations.  If  t^ese 
valuations  increase  the  amount  which  must  be  paid  to  the  state 
increases  proportionally.  This  has  a  tendency  to  keep  valuations 
down,  and  undervaluations  are  compensated  for  by^  an  increase 
in  the  local  tax  rates.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  this  regard 
that  the  state  tax  rate  is  the  same  for  all  classes  of  property  and 
so  takes  an  undue  proportion  of  the  revenue  derived  locally  from 
intangible  personal  property.  The  state  tax  rate,  12c  on  each 
flOO  of  assessed  valuation,  has  been  constant  for  the  last  nine 
years,  and  as  the  rate  on  intangibles  is  40c  on  each  ^IW  of 
assessed  valuation  the  state  has  exacted  30%  of  the  revenue  re- 
ceived locally  from  the  taxation  of  this  class  of  property  while  it 
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only  takes  an  average  of  less  than  5>4%  of  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  other  classes  of  property.  This  situation  does  not  tend  to 
make  local  assessors  very  energetic  in  their  search  for  intangi- 
bles and  probably  accounts  for  the  small  amount  of  that  class 
of  property  assessed  in  some  municipalities.  The  defects  in  this 
system  of  direct  state  taxation  may  be  readily  overcome  by  bas- 
ing the  tax  upon  the  amount  of  property  taxes  annually  assessed 
by  the  municipalities  instead  of  upon  their  total  assessed  valua- 
tion, and  this  method  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  would  also 
result  in  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  the  state  tax.  The 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  therefore  respectfully  recommends 
that  legislation  be  enacted  to  this  end. 

Savings  and  Participation  Accounts 

The  tax  on  this  class  of  intangibles  deposited  in  all  banking 
institutions  in  the  state  furnishes  12.44%  of  the  total  revenue  of 
the  state.  It  is  assessed  on  the  basis  of  reports  made  to  different 
departments  according  to  the  nature  of  the  depository.  Savings 
and  participation  accounts  and  undivided  profits  in  savings 
banks,  state  banks  and  trust  companies  are  reported  through  the 
office  of  the  Bank  Commissioner  and  similar  accounts  in  National 
banks  are  assessed  through  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Com- 
missioners. The  latter  were  assessed  for  the  first  time  in  1916, 
while  the  former  have  been  taxed  for  a  long  period.  The  returns 
from  these  taxes  have  steadily  increased  and  the  total  amount 
received  from  this  source  in  1928  was  ^1,419,547.29,  an  increase 
over  1927  of  $85,874.18.  This  in  turn  represents  an  increase  in 
savings  deposits,  participation  accounts  and  undivided  profits  of 
?21,468,607.54  for  the  past  rear. 

The  total  savings  deposits,  participation  accounts  and  undi- 
vided profits  taxed  in  1928  is  f  354,886,815.(H>.*  The  significance 
of  this  figure  may  be  perhaps  better  understood  by  comparison 
when  it  is  realized  that  it  is  more  than  25%  of  the  total  local 
assessed  valuation  of  the  entire,  state  for  all  classes  of  property; 
or  viewed  from  a  different  angle  it  is  more  than  $35,000,000 

*  Difference  of  $6.64  due  toi  fractional  losses  because  of  the  fact  that  the  tax  is  not  computed 
on  the  base  as  a  unit  but  ih  several  smaller  amounts. 
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greater  than  the  total  assessed  valaatioii  of  the  corporate  excen 
of  all  the  manafactnring,  mercantile  and  bnsiness  corporati(NiB 
doing  business  in  the  state.  Based  upon  the  census  of  1925,  it 
represents  a  deposit  of  more  than  f  500.00  for  every  inhabitant  of 
the  state. 


Tax  on  Insurance 

This  tax  has  steadily  increased  and  is  almost  three  tunes  as 
great  as  it  was  in  1912.  For  the  last  ten  years  the  average  annual 
increase  was  $40^368.84.  The  increase  in  1928  over  1927  was 
137,769.00,  and  for  1927  over  1926  it  was  (50,966.00.  These  in- 
creases are  not  due  to  increases  in  rates  but  to  the  growth 
of  the  business  involved. 

Fines  and  Costs  from  Courts 

The  returns  from  this  source  while  fluctuating  somewhat  show 
a  very  great  increase  during  the  last  twenty  years,  from  |46,- 
602.40  in  1908  to  |213,489.47.  The  largest  amount  ever  received 
was  1289,765.20  in  1925.  Since  1924  the  annual  receipts  from 
this  source  have  been  well  over  |200,000  and  the  average  annual 
receipts  for  the  last  five  years  were  ?248,846.52. 

Fees  for  Corporation  Charters 

The  revenue  from  this  source  is  naturally  subject  to  wide  fluc- 
tuations. During  the  last  twenty  years  the  minimum  was  $18,570 
in  1914  and  the  maximum  f  105,912.50  in  1920.  The  returns  from 
this  source  were  f  63,351.80  in  1927  and  136,379.70  in  1928. 

Motor  Vehicle  Fuel  Tax 

This  tax  was  imposed  for  the  first  time  in  1925.  The  returns 
from  this  tax  have  increased  rapidly  because  of  an  increase  in 
the  rate  from  one  to  two  cents  a  gallon  as  well  as  because  of  the 
increased  use  of  gasoline.  The  revenue  received  from  this  source 
was  $1,152,372.51  or  10.1%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  state  in 
1928. 


Rentals  of  Oyster  Grounds 

The  reyenne  derived  from  this  source  reached  its  maximum  in 
1914,  1142,775.47,  since  which  date  it  rapidly  declined  to  f  14,- 
481.10  in  1924.  This  decline  was  dne  in  part  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  oyster  growing  industry  and  in  part  to  a  reduc- 
tion in  rentals  and  other  exactions.  A  slight  recovery  occurred 
in  1925  and  the  returns  have  been  practically  constant  since  that 
time. 

Municipal  License  Fees 

This  source  of  revenue  consists  of  the  state's  i^are  in  certain 
municipal  license  fees.  The  returns  from  this  source  reached  a 
maximum  of  |193,412.24  in  1916.  They  decreased  moderately 
during  the  next  two  years,  then  dropped  suddenly  because  of  the 
prohibition  amendment  to  the  Federal  constitutipn.  The  lowest 
return  was  in  1922,  |19,128.90,  and  since  that  time  it  has  in- 
creased somewhat  irregularly  and  was  f25,397.67  and  |31,533.51 
in  1927  and  1928  respectively. 

Motor  Vehicle  Registrations  and  Licenses 

This  item  of  revenue  has  increased  steadily  from  $31,108.50  in 
1908  to  12,141,484.56  in  1928.  It  is  the  largest  single  item  of 
revenue  and  amounts  to  18.77%  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  state. 

Taxes  Assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 

The  five  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  all 
show  substantial  increases  since  they  were  first  imposed. 

Corporate  Excess  Tax 

Receipts  fijom  the  tax  on  corporate  excess  of  manufacturing, 
mercantile  and  business  corporations  have  increased  from  f 534,- 
824.85  in  1912  to  f  1,^56,270.53  in  1928.  This  tax  is  liable  to  fluc- 
tuations as  it  reflects  very  promptly  any  widespread  change  in 
business  conditions.  The  maximum  amount,  f  1,294,044.48,  was 
received  in  1920.  This  was  followed  by  a  decline  in  1921  and  1922 
and  a  recovery  with  minor  variations  to  $1,256,270.53  in  1928. 
This  is  one  of  the  largest  sources  of  revenue  and  produced  11.01% 
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of  the  total  for  1928.  A  sabstantial  increase,  $43,777.27  is  shown 
in  1928  over  1927  and  seems  to  indicate  better  general  business 
conditions  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  rate  ot  taxation  on 
this  class  of  intangibles  since  the  tax  was  first  imposed  in  1912; 
and  only  minor  amendments  to  the  law  have  been  made,  aU  of 
which  deal  primarily  with  matters  of  administrative  detaiL 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax  on  Domestic  Corporations 

This  tax  is  based  on  the  anthoriced  capitalizati^m  of  domestic 
corporations  and  the  rate  is  |2.50  on  each  f  10,000  or  fractional 
part  thereof  of  authorized  capitalisation.  This  minimum  tax  is 
paid  by  all  domestic  corporations  wheth^  transacting  business 
in  the  state  or  not  Those  corporations,  however,  transacting 
business  within  the  state  and  therefore  liable  to  the  corporate 
excess  tax,  pay  only  such  part  of  the  franchise  and  minimum  tax 
as  their  corporate  excess  tax  falls  below  the  minimum  tax. 

The  revenue  from  this  source  is  not  large  and  should  be  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  corporate  excess  tax,  but  it  has 
shown  a  consistent  increase  since  it  was  first  appHed  in  1916. 
It  is  subject  to  slight  fluctuationa  The  largest  amount  ever  re- 
ceived from  this  source  was  in  1928,  f 66,497.78.  The  smallest 
amount  received  was  |16,650.31  in  1916,  the  first  year  in  which 
the  tax  was  assessed. 

Gross  Earnings  Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations 

Receipts  from  this  tax  have  increased  from  {200,548.94  in  1912 
to  1592,011.98  in  1928.  In  1927,  the  tax  was  1598,096.37.  These 
statistics  indicate  that  the  gross  earnings  of  public  service  corpor- 
ations were  approximately  three  times  as  great  in  1928  as  they 
were  in  1912. 

Estate  and  Inheritance  Taxes 

These  taxes  were  imposed  for  the  first  time  in  1916,  when  1129^ 
076.79  was  received.  This  tax  is  liable  to  wide  fluctuations. 
Several  large  estates,  or  even  one,  paying  substantial  taxes  as  in 
1920  and  1922  respectively,  will  materially  increase  the  returns 
from  this  source  and  the  absence  of  such  large  payments  will 
similarly  reduce  the  amount  received.    The  ^ect  of  these  taxes 
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must  therefore  be  based  upon  the  average  over  a  considerable 
period.  If  proper  allowance  be  made  for  the  appearance  of  two 
large  estates  the  statiertics  for  these  taxes  show  a  consistent  and 
proper  gain.  The  apparently  inconsistent  increase  since  1926  is 
due  to  the  increase  in  rates  applied  to  take  advantage  of  the  80% 
credit  clause,  so  called,  in  the  estate  tax  section  of  the  Federal 
Revenue  Act  of  1926. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  for  1927  and  1928  the  number 
of  estates  filing  returns,  the  number  not  liable  to  a  tax,  the  num- 
ber assessed,  and  the  number  of  estates  the  assessment  of  which 
is  pending.  The  total  value  of  estates  fiUng  returns,  the  amount 
of  deductions  allowed,  and  the  amount  of  the  tax  at  the  several 
rates  imposed  are  also  shown.  Attention  is  also  directed  to  Table 
V  which  give®  the  distribution  and  value  of  estates  by  cities  and 
towns. 

The  revenue  collected  from  this  source  for  the  two  years  cov- 
ered by  this  report  is  satisfactory.  The  effect  of  the  amendment 
enabling  the  state  to  take  advantage  of  the  80%  credit  clause  is 
apparent  as  two  comparatively  large  estates,  one  in  each  year, 
came  under  this  provision  of  the  law. 

The  increased  rates  imposed  under  this  provision  do  not  apply 
to  estates  under  {250,000  and  the  revenue  is  not  affected  by  them 
unless  the  estate  taxed  is  greater  than  that  amount.  The  taxation 
of  a  large  estate  in  any  year  therefore  will  result  in  a  much 
larger  tax  than  formerly  but  revenue  for  current  expenses  is  not 
affected.  All  revenue  received  by  virtue  of  the  increased  rates 
must  be  expended,  under  restrictions  fixed  by  the  law  determining 
and  imposing  the  increased  rates,  for  purposes  other  than  cur- 
rent expenses. 

It  is  important  that  the  inheritance  tax  law  be  amended 
in  certain  of  its  provisions  as  a  result  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Supreme  CJourt's  decision  in  the  case  of  Van  Allen  v.  Bliss  et  al., 
State  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  handed  down  July  5th,  1928. 

In  the  case  of  Manning  v.  Tax  Commissioners,  46  B.  I.  400,  the 
court  held  that  the  failure  to  exercise  a  power  of  appointment 
constituted  a  transfer  of  property  taxable  under  the  inheritance 
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tax  law,  and  that  the  transfer  could  be  taxed  as  the  absolute 
proi)erty  of  the  donee  of  the  power. 

Although  reaching  this  conclusion,  the  court  criticized  adverse- 
ly the  inequity  which  might  result  in  depleting  the  property  that 
a  decedent  actually  owned  in  payment  of  such  a  tax,  assessed  in 
respect  of  property  which  in  law  or  in  fact  never  constituted  a 
part  of  the  decedenf  0  estate. 

The  law  was  amended  in  1926  to  meet  this  objection  and  accom- 
plished the  purpose,  except  in  the  one  particular  instance  where 
a  power  of  appointment  was  created  prior  to  1916,  the  year  of 
the  passage  of  the  original  inheritance  tax  law. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the  provision  relating  to  trusts 
be  amended  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  CJourt,  handed  down  on  January  2nd  1929,  in  Reinecke 
vs.  Northern  Trust  Company,  holding  revocable  trusts  taxable 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  donor  held  the  power  to  revoke  up 
to  date  of  death.  The  Board  believes  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed will  meet  the  objection  of  the  court  and  permit  the  assess- 
ment of  a  tax  in  such  a  case. 

Other  amendments  administrative  in  character  or  necessary  to 
clarify  the  language  of  the  existing  law  should  be  made,  and  these 
amendments  have  been  incorporated  in  a  draft  of  a  bill  for  an 
act  to  be  submitted  at  the  present  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. Due  to  a  rearrangement  of  sections  one  and  two  as  they 
appear  in  the  present  law,  a  change  in  the  number  designating 
each  succeeding  section  is  necessitated  as  well  as  in  the  general 
phraseology  of  the  law,  and  therefore,  the  proposed  act  consti- 
tutes to  this  extent  a  complete  revision  of  the  inheritance  tax  law. 

Tax  on  Interest-Bearing  Deposits  in  National  Banks 

The  returns  from  this  source  have  increased  steadily  since  the 
first  application  of  the  tax  in  1916,  and  this  increase  has  occurred 
notwithstanding  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  banks  receiving 
such  depoBltB. 

The  revenue  derived  from  this  tax  in  1916  was  124,025.47  and 
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in  1928, 153^2.64.    The  increase  in  1928  over  1927  was  95,603.55. 
This  soorce  of  revenue  is  treated  earlier  in  this  report. 

Local  Assessed  Valuations 

Attention  is  respectfolly  directed  to  Tables  VI  and  X  of  tlus 
report  which  contain  detailed  statistics  relative  to  local  assessed 
valuations  and  local  revenues  derived  frcHn  direct  taxation ;  also 
to  Tables  I  and  I-a,  which  contain  detailed  statistics  relative  to 
state  revenues.  The  statistical  information  set  forth  in  these 
tablefli  is  of  particular  interest  at  this  time  in  view  of  the  state- 
ments frequently  made  regarding  unsatisfactory  economic  con- 
ditionSy  and  the  decadence  of  New  jBngland  in  general  and  Rhode 
Island  in  particular. 

The  total  local  assessed  valuation  of  the  state  in  1911  (the  first 
year  for  which  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  has  statistics) 
was  1561,664,952;  for  1928  it  was  11,344,544,741,  showing  an  in 
crease  of  $792,879,789  for  the  seventeen  years  or  an  average  an- 
nual increase  of  $46,639,987.59.  This  indicates  an  average  annual 
increase  in  per  capita  assessed  valuation  of  approximately  $70.00. 
Some  of  this  increase  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  local 
assessors  list  for  taxation  considerably  more  intangible  personal 
property  than  they  did  prior  to  the  application  of  the  four-mill 
rate  on  intangibles  in  1912.  The  percentage  of  full  value  assessed 
in  1928,  however,  as  compared  with  1911  has  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  materially  changed  with  respect  to  land,  buildings 
and  improvements  and  tangible  personalty.  The  increases  in 
assessed  valuations  are  general,  although  naturally  in  a  com- 
munity such  as  Rhode  Island  they  are  not  uniform.  Every  city 
and  town  shows  an  increase  in  total  valuation  since  1911,  vary- 
ing from  a  maximum  of  320%  in  Barrington  to  a  minimum  of 
20%  in  West  Greenwich.  An  examination  of  the  assessed  valua- 
tions from  year  to  year  shows  fluctuations  in  some  municipalities. 
Sudden  increases  in  valuations  are  usually  followed  by  a  decrease 
in  the  succeeding  year,  but  the  decreases  are  temporary.  The 
general  trend  is  persistently  upward  and  over  the  period  for 
which  statistics  are  available,  seventeen  years,  the  gain  has  been 
quite  substantial.     In  the  consideration  of  the  statistics  above 
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referred  to  the  difficulties  under  which  the  duties  of  local  assess- 
ors are  performed  should  be  borne  in  mind.  In  many  localities 
the  pay  of  the  assessor  and  the  facilities  furnished  are  inadequate 
to  insure  the  best  results;  and  it  may  be  noted  in  passing  that 
over-assessments  when  they  occur  are  strenuously  objected  to  and 
generally  adjusted  promptly,  but  with  respect  to  under-valua- 
tions  the  taxpayer  maintains  a  discreet  silence.  Under-valuation 
is  the  general  practice;  the  extent  to  which  it  is  carried,  how- 
ever, varies  with  different  municipalities  and  in  some  instances 
the  variation  within  a  given  municipality  is  substantial. 

The  revenue  requirements  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  have 
increased  rapidly  during  the  seventeen-year  period  for  which  sta- 
tistics are  available.  The  total  revenue  derived  from  property 
taxation  was  |8,068,4jS9.45  in  1911  and  |25,61o,008.81  in  1928, 
an  increase  of  117,546,519.36  or  an  increase  of  more  than  a  million 
dollars  a  year.  The  revenue  derived  from  this  source  was  slightly 
more  than  three  times  as  great  in  1928  as  it  was  in  1911.  This 
additional  revenue  was  secured  by  increases  in  assessed  valua- 
tions in  part  and  in  part  by  increases  in  the  rate  of  taxation  on 
real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property.  Revenue  increased 
slightly  more  than  three  times  and  property  valuations  slightly 
less  than  two  and  a  half  times.  The  difference  was  made  up  by 
increasing  the  tax  rate  on  real  estate  and  tangible  personalty. 
The  average  tax  rate  in  1911  was  f  1.462  per  flOO  of  the  assessed 
valuation  of  all  classes  of  property;  in  1928  it  was  {2.231  per 
{100  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  and  tangible  person- 
alty and  |.40  per  |100  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  intangible 
personalty.  The  average  for  all  classes  of  property  in  1928  was 
{1.905  per  {100  of  assessed  valuation.  The  average  rate  on  tangi- 
ble property  has  decreased  slightly  since  1926. 

The  amount  of  intangible  personalty  assessed  in  1911  is  un- 
ascertainable  but  it  was  not  very  great  as  the  valuation  of  all 
classes  of  personal  property  for  that  year  was  {133,685,447.  In 
1912  (the  first  year  in  which  assessed  valuations  were  classified 
by  local  assessors  under  land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangi- 
ble personalty,  and  intangible  personalty)  the  assessed  valuation 
of  all  classes  of  personalty  was  increased  to  {184,008,044.95 — 
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992,946^&15.d5  tangible  and  |dl,<»6,&29  intangible.  Under  the 
circumstances  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  tbat  practically  all  of 
the  increase  was  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles.  The 
classification  of  property  above  referred  to  makes  it  possible  to 
give  the  increases  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  from 
1912.  The  valuation  of  intangible  personal  property  locally  as- 
sessed in  1912  was  t91,056,52»  and  in  1928,  f  239,709,686,  an  in 
crease  of  f  148,653,156  for  the  sixteen^year  period,  or  an  average 
annual  increase  of  19,290,822.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
locally  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  in  1928  is  approximately 
40%  of  the  local  assessed  valuation  of  all  classes  of  property  in 
1912. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  intangible  properly  assessed  by  the 
state  for  1928  was  1822,669,158.49,  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  prior  to  1912  this  property  was  taxable  locally,  but  since 
1912  and  1916  has  been  exempt  from  local  taxation.  The  increase 
in  the  local  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  has  been  made  not- 
withstanding the  removal  from  local  taxation  of  property  which 
in  1928  amounted  to  1822,669,158.49.  The  total  amount  of  intangi- 
bles taxed  in  1928  both  locally  and  by  the  state  was  approxi- 
mately twice  the  local  assessed  valuation  of  all  classes  of  prop- 
erty in  1911.  The  total  revenue,  local  and  state,  received  from 
this  class  of  property  in  1928  was  |4,226,668.52  or  more  than  50% 
of  the  amount  of  revenue  received  from  all  classes  of  property 
locally  assessed  in  1912,  and  represents  an  increase  of  at  least 
three  and  one-half  million  dollars  in  the  taxes  paid  by  intangible 
property  since  1911.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  tax  burden  on 
other  classes  of  property  has  been  reduced  by  this  amount. 

The  increase  in  intangible  property  reached  by  taxation  has 
been  general.  The  intangible  value  of  manufacturing,  mercantile 
and  business  corporations  has  increased  approximately  1200,000,- 
000,  savings  accounts  have  increased  more  than  f200,000,000,  not 
including  more  than  J13,000,000  deposited  in  National  banks,  the 
gross  earnings  of  public  utilities  throughout  the  state  were  ap- 
proximately three  times  as  great  in  1928  as  they  were  in  1912, 
insurance  premiums  have  increased  at  about  the  same  rate,  and 
the  locally  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  'has  increased  more 
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than  f  148,000,000.  During  the  same  period  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  land,  buildings  and  improvements  has  increased  approxi- 
mately 1450,000,000,  and  of  tangible  personal  property  more  than 
f  130,000,000.  The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  state  as  com- 
puted from  information  filed  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Oommis- 
sioners  is  f  2,354,016,033.49  and  the  per  capita  assessed  valuation 
based  upon  the  census  of  1925  (population  679,264)  is  |3,467.00. 

Land 

The  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  land  for  the  period 
covered  by  this  report  is  very  substantial,  |27,327,780.  In  1928 
the  increase  was  comparatively  small,  (6,284,253,  but  this  was 
to  be  expected  as  there  was  a  very  large  increase  in  1927,  |21,- 
043,527. 

The  increases  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  land  while  fluctuat- 
ing somewhat,  show  a  steady  and  substantial  gain  for  the  six 
years,  1923-28  inclusive.  For  this  period  the  gain  is  ^^58,664,694, 
or  an  average  annual  gain  of  f9,750,331.  Eight  municipalities 
show  a  decrease  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  land  in  1927  as  com- 
pared with  1926,  and  ten  in  1928  as  compared  with  1927.  Two 
of  these  losses  in  1927  were  substantial,  (337,000,  and  |53S,300, 
and  were  followed  by  losses  in  valuation  in  1928  of  |92,300  and 
164,546  respectively.  In  the  first  case  there  is  also  a  large  de- 
crea6e  in  the  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements  and  in- 
tangible personal  property.  In  the  second  case  there  is  a  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements 
for  both  years  and  the  losses  are  apparant  rather  than  real  and 
are  readily  accounted  for  by  adjustments  between  land  and  build- 
ings values. 

Other  decreases  were:  |93,325  in  1927,  followed  by  a  further 
decline  in  1928  of  13,275;  |5,594,  followed  by  an  increase  of 
17,091 ;  1600,  followed  by  a  decrease  of  (700 ;  (41,070,  followed 
by  an  increase  of  (35,535;  (48,606,  followed  by  an  increase 
of  (31,686,  and  (129,400,  followed  by  an  increase  of  (696,860. 
This  latter  fluctuation  is  (826,250  for  the  two  years  1927-28.  It 
is  accounted  for  in  part  by  an  adjustment  between  the  valuation 
of  land  and  that  of  buildings  and  improvements.    If  the  valua- 
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tions  of  land  and  of  buildings  and  improvements  for  the  two  years 
are  taken  together,  a  gain  in  real  estate  valuation  of  92,052,300  is 
shown  in  this  municipality. 

There  is  one  substantial  loss  in  land  valuation  in  1928,  |580,555, 
but  this  is  readily  accounted  for  by  the  accompanying  increase 
of  13,199,845  in  the  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements. 
The  other  decreases  are  not  important  and  indicate  a  tendency 
to  increase  the  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements  rather 
than  of  the  land.  In  most  cases  this  practice  seems  justifiable 
to  the  Board,  and  it  is  approved  and  encouraged  by  the  taxpayers 
as  it  increases  the  percentage  of  property  the  valuation  Cff  which 
is  subject  to  depreciation. 

Buildings  and  Improvements 

The  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  buildings  and  im- 
provements for  1927  and  1928  is  very  substantial,  |63,394,9ft4. 
The  increase  for  1927  was  133,738,869  and  for  1928,  129,656,095. 
The  total  for  the  two  years  has  been  exceeded  but  twice  since 
the  present  classification  of  assessments  has  been  in  force.  In 
1919-20  the  increase  was  176,873,225.  This  is  the  largest  increase 
ever  shown  (the  increase  in  1920  alone  was  |65,432,602)  and  re- 
flects the  building  boom  during  that  period.  The  years  1925  and 
1926  show  an  increase  of  165,041,204  which  is  »1, 646,240  greater 
than  the  increase  for  1927  and  1928. 

The  total  increase  since  1912  is  $348,485,553  or  an  average  an- 
nual increase  for  the  sixteen  years  of  |21,786,597. 

Four  municipalities  show  decreases  in  1927  and  but  two  in 
1928.  There  was  one  large  loss  in  1927,  f 423,900,  but  this  was 
followed  in  1928  by  a  gain  of  f341,000  so  the  net  loss  for  the  two- 
year  period  was  f82,900.  This  municipality  also  showed  losses 
in  land  value  for  both  years  amounting  to  $429,300,  or  a  total 
loss  in  the  valuation  of  land,  buildings  and  improvements  of 
$512,200 ;  the  loss  is  probably  accounted  for  by  overvaluations. 
The  total  valuation  of  land,  buildings  and  improvements  for  1928 
in  this  municipality  was  $47,201,100  and  the  decrease  was  ap- 
proximately 1.1%. 
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One  municipality  losing  in  valuation  of  improvements  in  1928 
al£K>  lost  in  1927.  The  loss  for  the  two  years  is  substantial, 
amounting  to  ¥93,950.  The  value  of  buildings  and  improvements 
was  but  11,073,800  so  the  loss  for  the  two  years  was  approxi- 
mately 8.75%. 

The  other  loss  in  1928  appears  very  substantial,  |38S,750,  but 
as  it  followed  an  increase  of  $1,870,700  and  was  accompanied  by 
a  f  696,850  increase  in  land  valuation  it  was  undoubtedly  due  to 
adjustments  between  the  valuation  of  land  and  of  buildings  and 
improvements. 

Tangible  Personal  Property 

The  showing  of  this  class  of  property  is  by  no  means  as  satis- 
factory as  that  of  the  two  preceding  classes.  Seventeen  munici- 
palities show  a  decrease  for  1927  and  eighteen  for  1928,  and  thir- 
teen show  a  decrease  for  both  years.  The  assessed  valuation  of 
this  class  of  property  has  shown  a  marked  decline  since  1925. 
The  increase  in  1926  over  1925  was  but  $823,102,  and  this  followed 
an  increase  of  approximately  $6,000,000  in  1925.  In  1927  the 
increase  over  1926  was  even  less,  being  only  $643,795.  In  1928 
there  was  a  decrease  of  $2,591,040.  This  is  the  first  time  since 
statistics  have  been  available  that  the  total  valuation  of  this  class 
of  property  has  fallen  below  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

But  seventeen  municipalities  show  gains  for  both  1927  and 
1928.  Three  cities  with  a  decrease  for  each  of  the  two  years  show 
a  combined  loss  of  $7,694,616.  Two  of  these,  however,  show  a 
very  substantial  increase  in  total  property  assessed.  The  third 
shows  a  decrease  of  more  than  three  and  a  quarter  millions  in 
total  property-  assessed. 

Intangible  Personal  Property 

There  is  a  substantial  increase  in  the  amount  of  this  class  of 
property  locally  assessed,  $6,456,250  in  1927  and  $14,783,858  in 
1928.  'Seventeen  municipalities  show  decreases  in  1927  and  fif- 
teen in  1M8,  and  six  show  decreases  in  both  years.  The  valua- 
tion of  this  class  of  property  fluctuates  with  more  or  less  violence 
as  has  been  noted  in  previous  reports. 
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One  municipolily  loees  fSS^eOO  in  1927  and  gains  $834,100  or 
28.96%  in  1928;  another  gains  |37,280  in  1927  and  loses  9265,455 
tbe  next  year ;  still  another  gains  1247,195  in  one  year  and  loses 
9272,603  the  next,  and  so  on.  Six  mnnidpalities  lose  in  both 
years  and  twelve  gain  in  both  years,  and  three  assessed  the  same 
amount  of  intangible  personalty  in  1928  as  in  1927. 

The  total  amount  of  intangibles  assessed  by  local  assessors  and 
state  agencies  is  substantial  but  should  be  increased,  particularly 
by  local  assessors.  Since  the  first  assessment  made  under  the 
present  system  of  classification  the  increase  in  the  locally  as 
sessed  valuation  of  intangibles  was  from  f 91,05^,529  in  1912  to 
9239,709,685  in  1928,  an  average  annual  increase  of  approximately 
99,000,000.  It  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  consideraticHi 
of  the  local  assessment  of  intangibles  that  something  over 
9800,000,000  of  intangibles  are  now  taxed  at  the  source  by  the 
state,  and  consequently  are  removed  from  liability  to  local  taxa- 
tion. Still  it  appears  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  that 
very  substantial  increases  should  be  made  in  the  local  assessment 
of  this  class  of  property. 

The  increase  in  the  local  assessed  valuation  of  this  class  of 
property  for  the  last  sixteen  years  was  91-^*653,156,  and  911-'- 
032,080  of  this  is  in  the  cities  of  Providence,  Pawtucket  and 
Cranston.  Six  other  municipalities  show  substantial  gains,  seven 
show  a  loss  and  two  assessed  approximately  the  same  amount  of 
this  class  of  property  in  1928  that  was  assessed  in  1912. 

Fluctuations  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  this  class  of  prop- 
erty from  year  to  year  are  to  be  expected  but  the  general  trend 
should  be  upward,  and  losses  over  a  period  of  sixteen  years  in  a 
communitv  such  as  Rhode  Island  and  under  conditions  as  they 
existed  during  that  time  were  not  to  be  expected. 

The  conclusion  seems  to  be  inevitable  that  local  administra- 
tion in  some  cases  has  ndt  been  sufficiently  energetic.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  that  in  many  instances  local  boards  of 
assessors  are  inadequately  paid  and  are  not  fumi^ed  adequate 
facilities,  and  the  net  return  to  the  municipality  from  the  taxa- 
tion of  this  class  of  property  is  comparatively  low. 
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Exemptions 

Attention  is  respectfully  directed  to  Tables  VIII  and  Vlll-a 
which  contain  detailed  statistics  relative  to  property  exempt  from 
taxation.  The  statistics  are  compiled  in  accordance  with  law 
from  the  local  tax  lists.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  the  property  involved  does  not  provide  any  state  or  local 
revenues  and  it  is  quite  apparent  that  a  number  of  the  valuations 
returned  are  merely  perfunctory  and  undervaluations  are  marked. 

These  valuations  appear  to  be  too  inaccurate  for  use  except  in 
a  very  general  way  to  indicate  a  trend  in  the  direction  of  greater 
exemptions  from  year  to  year,  and  the  class  or  classes  of  prop- 
erty favored.  So  far  as  revenue  is  concerned  it  is  of  course  im- 
material whether  this  property  is  accurately  listed  and  valued  or 
not;  in  fact  in  this  respect  it  might  be  ignored  altogether,  but  in 
determining  the  cost  of  state  and  local  government  it  is  of  im- 
portance. 

Inaccurate  listing  and  valuation  of  the  property  owned  by  the 
Federal  government  makes  it  impossible  to  determine  to  what 
extent  the  state  and  the  municipality  in  which  the  property  is  lo- 
cated are  deprived  of  revenue  which  they  would  otherwise  obtain, 
and  thus  it  is  not  known  how  much  is  indirectly  contributed  to 
the  support  of  the  Federal  government.  Similarly  the  under- 
valuations of  state  property  tend  to  show  a  lower  cost  of  state 
government  than  the  actual  facts  warrant,  because  they  do  not 
indicate  the  full  loss  of  revenue  to  the  municipality  in  which 
the  property  happens  to  be  located. 

School  and  church  property  appear  to  be  undervalued  to  a  very 
considerable  extent.  The  totals  for  the  entire  state  of  these 
classes  of  property  are  J30,712,034  and  f  20,364,867  respectively. 
The  undervaluation  of  the  first  results  in  an  apparent  reduction 
in  the  cost  to  the  community  of  education.  Undervaluation  of 
the  second  makes  it  appear  that  the  indirect  contribution  of  the 
community  is  less  than  it  really  is.  In  this  case  the  annual  con- 
tribution appears  to  be  approximately.  |450,000,  when  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  is  considerably  more. 

The  total  valuation  returned  of  property  exempt  from  taxation 
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for  1928  is  $150,011,134  or  more  than  10%  of  the  total  valua- 
tion of  property  locally  assessed.  The  amonnt  of  exempt  prop- 
erty has  steadily  increased  during  the  period  for  which  statistics 
are  available  and  the  total  increase  as  shown  by  the  local  tax  list 
since  1912  is  $90,821,408.  This  figure  does  not  include  the  prop 
erty  exempt  by  charter  and  private  acts  which  enable  certain  or- 
ganizations to  own  free  from  taxation  an  unlimited  amount  of 
property.  It  is  of  course  impossible  to  determine  the  amount  of 
such  property,  but  it  is  certainly  large. 

The  amount  of  property  specifically  exempt  by  l^islative  en- 
actment in  1927  was  $4,500,000  and  in  1928  $5,200,000,  and  in 
addition  to  these  exemptions  one  in  each  year  was  granted  with- 
out limit.  Of  the  twenty  measures  passed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1927  and  1928  having  a  bearing  upon  state  and  local  rev- 
enue, seventeen  granted  exemptions,  one  requested  Congress  to 
abolish  the  Federal  estate  tax,  one  increased  the  tax  rate  on 
motor  vehicle  fuels  from  one  to  two  cents  per  gallon  and  the  other 
was  an  amendment  to  the  corporate  excess  tax  law  limiting  cer- 
tain deductions  previously  allowed. 

The  foregoing  is  not  intended  in  any  respect  as  a  criticism  of 
the  exemptions  as  a  whole  or  of  any  particular  case.  An  attempt 
has  been  made,  however,  to  set  forth  such  information  relative  to 
property  exempt  from  taxation  as  was  available.  Attention  is 
respectfully  directed  to  the  schedule  of  legislative  enactments  at 
pages  9  and  10. 

Conferences  on  Taxation 

Representatives  of  this  Department  attended  the  twentieth  and 
twenty-first  annual  conferences  on  taxation  under  the  auspices 
of  the  National  Tax  Association  at  Toronto,  Ontario,  October 
10th  to  October  14th,  1927,  and  at  Seattle,  Wa^ington,  August 
27th  to  31st,  1928,  as  delegates  under  appointment  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. It  should  perhaps  be  stated  that  membership  in  the  Na- 
tional Tax  Conference  is  not  confined  to  the  states  and  territories 
but  has  always  included  the  provinces  of  the  Dominion  of  Oanada 
and  the  insular  possessions  of  the  United  States.    Thirty-eight 
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states  were  represented  at  tiie  Toronto  conference  and  thirty- 
nine  states  sent  delegates  to  Seattle. 

The  question  of  simplification  of  the  Federal  income  tax  was 
given  considerable  attention  at  both  these  conferences.  A  com- 
mittee,  appointed  in  1926  to  study  ways  and  means  for  an  im- 
provement in  the  law  and  in  its  administration,  submitted  its 
first  report  at  the  National  Tax  Conference  in  1927  through  its 
chairman,  George  E.  'Holmes,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  a  leading 
authority  on  Federal  income  taxation,  in  which  the  complete  re- 
construction of  the  present  law  along  simpler  lines  and  the  aban- 
donment of  refinements  for  the  sake  of  certainty  and  clearness 
was  recommended.  S^ps  were  taken  to  have  the  committee's 
report  submitted  to  the  proper  Congressional  committees  for  con- 
sideration, and  in  its  second  report  presented  at  the  twenty-first 
annual  conference  in  1928,  the  committee  was  enabled  to  show 
the  extent  to  which  its  recommendations  had  been  followed  by 
Congress  in  drafting  the  19128  Federal  revenue  law.  This  com- 
mittee is  continuing  its  study  and  its  efforts  in  the  interest  of 
still  further  improving  and  simplifying  Federal  income  taxation 
practice. 

The  standardization  and  simplification  of  business  taxes  among 
the  several  states  is  another  important  question  upon  wihich  a 
committee  of  the  National  Tax  Association  has  been  at  work  for 
three  years  and  to  which  it  is  continuing  to  devote  its  attention. 
Reports  of  this  committee  submitted  at  both  the  19i27  and  1928 
conferences  indicate  the  com^plexity  of  the  problem  and  the  wide 
diversity  in  the  methods  employed  by  various  states  in  levying 
adequate  and  equitable  exactions  upon  business  properties,  privi- 
leges and  yield. 

The  growing  favor  with  which  the  principle  of  reciprocity  in 
inheritance  taxation  is  being  received  throughout  the  country 
was  revealed  in  reports  submitted  by  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  National  Tax  Aissociation  in  19*26.  This  committee,  of 
which  Honorable  Franklin  S.  Edmonds  of  Pennsylvania  is  chair- 
man has  functioned  so  efficiently  that  it  was  able  to  report  to 
the  national  conference  in  1028  the  extension  of  the  principle  of 
reciprocity  into  all  but  twenty-five  of  the  states— an  accomplish- 
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ment  which  even  as  late  as  1925  was  considered  practically  hope- 
less.  In  1925  Rhode  Island  was  one  of  only  a  very  few  statea 
which  did  not  tax  the  intangible  personal  property  belongring  to 
the  estates  of  non-resident  decedents  under  their  estate  and  in- 
heritance tax  laws,  whereas  the  estates  of  decedents  resident  in 
Rhode  Island  were  afeessed  by  nearly  all  other  states  when  tiie 
assets  happened  to  include  the  securities  of  corporations  char 
tered  under  the  laws  of  any  of  those  states,  or  of  corporations 
owning  property  in  any  of  those  states,  or  securities  reposing  in 
safe  deposit  vaults  in  any  of  those  states.  Under  the  reciprocal 
agreements  into  which  many  of  the  states  have  entered  since 
1925  the  intangible  property  of  non-resident  decedents  residing 
in  any  one  of  twenty-three  states  is  not  taxable  by  any  of  the 
other  states  which  have  entered  into  the  reciprocal  agreement, 
and  the  estates  of  resident  decedents  of  these  other  states  all 
enjoy  a  similar  immunity.  The  national  conference  in  1928  con- 
tinued the  reciprocity  committee  for  further  efforts  to  extend  the 
principle  to  the  twenty-five  states  which  up  to  the  present  time 
<have  not  adopted  it,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  results  of  its 
labors  will  be  reflected  in  the  state  legislation  of  1928. 

The  taxation  of  commercial  motor  vehicle  transportation  agen- 
cies was  made  a  subject  for  study  by  a  special  committee  of  the 
National  Tax  Association  ajypointed  under  authority  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  National  Tax  Conference  in  1927.  This  com- 
mittee made  a  preliminary  report  at  the  conference  in  1928  and 
was  continued  for  further  research.  The  situation  resulting  from 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  motor  vehicle  common  carrier,  from  the 
standpoint  of  equitable  taxation,  presents  a  problem  universally 
recognized  as  demanding  a  solution.  In  no  less  than  thirty-nine 
of  the  states  this  recognition  has  taken  the  form  of  legislation 
imposing  especial  taxes  upon  this  line  of  activity,  including  both 
passenger  and  freight  carriers,  in  some  cases  upon  the  basis  of 
mileage,  in  others  on  the  basis  of  gross  receipts,  and  in  otiiers 
on  a  tonnage  or  capacity  basis.  Rhode  Island  is  one  of  the  ten 
states  which  has  not  yet  attempted  to  levy  any  special  form  of 
taxation  upon  passenger  or  freight  motor  vehicle  common  car- 
riers other  than  to  impose  higher  fees  for  the  registration  of  such 
vehicles  than  are  imposed  for  pleasure  cars.    The  results  of  the 
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work  of  this  comsiittee  of  the  National  Tax  Association  should 
be  of  flpedal  interest  in  this  state. 

Jfew  England  Conferences. — The  fifteenth  conference  of  the 
New  England  State  Tax  Officials'  Association  at  Portland,  Maine, 
November  17th  and  18th,  1927,  and  the  sixteenth  conference  at 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  November  22d  and  23d,  1926,  brought 
together  the  state  tax  administrators  of  the  New  England  states 
and  the  state  of  New  York,  with  economists  from  the  leading  New 
England  universities  and  tax  attorneys  representing  prominent 
industrial  and  utility  corporations. 

An  annual  feature  of  the  New  England  conference  on  taxation 
is  a  review  of  recent  tax  legislation  in  the  New  England  states 
and  a  discussion  of  proposed  changes  and  improvements  in  their 
taxation  laws.  In  connection  with  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject at  Portland  in  1927,  representatives  from  this  department 
called  attention  to  the  anticipated  reduction  in  the  direct  state 
tax  on  cities  and  towns  as  a  result  of  the  substitution  of  an  in- 
creased tax  upon  motor  vehicle  fuels  for  the  three-cent  tax  upon 
city  and  town  valuations  for  state  highway  purposes,  and  also 
to  the  proposal  that  the  base  for  computing  the  direct  state  tax 
be  changed,  from  that  of  local  property  valuations  fixed  annually 
by  the  municipal  assessors,  to  a  base  represented  by  the  amount 
of  property  taxes  locally  assessed — a  proposal  which  was  intro- 
duced in  the  General  Assembly  in  1928  and  which  failed  of 
passage. 

The  experience  of  those  New  England  states  which  had  enacted, 
or  attempted  to  enact,  legislation  imposing  state  taxes  upon  com- 
mercial motor  vehicle  common  carriers  has  been  an  interesting 
topic  for  discussion  at  New  England  tax  conf eren<:es  for  the  past 
two  years.  Where  such  legislation  'has  been  adopted  it  appears 
to  be  working  smoothly,  but  in  one  or  two  New  England  states 
the  attempt  to  enact  such  legislation  has  met  with  failure. 

The  New  England  tax  conference  also  is  devoting  considerable 
attention  to  the  valuation  of  industrial  corporations  and  prop- 
erty, particularly  with  reference  to  proposed  substitutes  for  the 
ad  valorem  taxation  of  corporate  property;  also  to  methods  of 
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determining  valuations  of  public  utilities  for  assessment  pur- 
poses, and  to  the  taxable  status  of  subsidiary  corporations.  It 
is  also  notable  that  there  appears  to  be  a  growing  sentiment 
among  tax  administrators  and  economists  in  the  New  England 
states,  ^as  in  other  states,  favoring  some  centralized  supervision 
and  control  of  local  finances. 

At  the  Portland  conference  in  1927  Edward  L.  Leahy, 
a  member  of  this  Board,  was  elected  president  of  the  New  Eng- 
land State  Tax  Of^cials'  Association,  and  at  the  Bridgeport  con- 
ference in  1928  was  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  It  is  planned 
to  hold  the  1929  conference  in  Rhode  Island. 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association. — For  the  past  two 
years  a  committee  of  the  Rhode  I-sland  Tax  Officials'  Association 
has  been  considering  the  problem  presented  by  the  statute  under 
which  local  assessors  determine  the  valuation  of  property  for  pur- 
poses of  taxation.  This  committee,  consisting  of  Honorable  Roy 
Rawlings  of  Richmond,  Walter  W.  Burnham  of  the  Providence 
Board  of  Assessors,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Com 
missioners,  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  draft 
for  a  proposed  statutory  definition  of  what  shall  constitute  valua- 
tion for  purposes  of  taxation.  The  committee  made  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  statutory  provisions  in  the  several  states,  and 
of  numerous  court  decisions,  and  reviewed  the  situation  at  length 
in  a  report  to  the  association  at  the  sixteenth  annual  meeting 
on  December  14th,  1927.  It  characterized  the  framing  of  a  statute 
which  would  result  before  the  law  in  carrying  the  impressions 
of  the  committee  into  effect  as  "a  technical  and  delicate  under- 
taking,'' requiring  "mature  consideration."  It  suggested,  how- 
ever, in  its  report  that  the  statute  should  in  eflPcK^t  clothe  the 
assessor  with  specific  authority  to  fix  such  valuation  as  would 
be  proportional  upon  all  property  and  result  in  a  relatively  just 
and  equitable  distribution  of  the  tax  burden,  and  as  would  take 
full  account  of  all  elements  of  value  and  all  factors  having  any 
bearing  whatever  upon  the  worth  of  the  property  to  be  assessed. 

The  committee  was  continued  for  further  consideration,  and 
has  since  been  following  closely  attempts  at  t^e  solution  of  this 
identical  problem  in  other  states,  and  examining  court  decisions 
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in  cases  where  valuations  fixed  by  assessors  in  accordance  with 
existing  statutes  have  been  attacked. 

At  its  seventeenth  annual  meeting  on  December  IMh,  1928^ 
the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  requested  an  investi- 
gation by  its  executive  committee  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
acme  method  of  taxation  of  motor  vehicles  under  which  the  tax 
could  be  assessed  and  collected  at  the  time  of  registration  of  the 
vehicle.  Conditions  surrounding  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  property  taxes  u<pon  automobiles  have  been  unsatisfactory  in 
Rhode  Island  for  many  years,  and  are  a  source  ot  continual  criti- 
cism and  complaint  by  both  tax  assessors  and  owners  of  auto- 
mobiles. In  some  of  the  states,  notably  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts,  the  attempt  to  assess  a  property  tax  upon  auto- 
mobiles has  been  abandoned  altogether  and  some  form  of  excise 
tax  substituted,  with  provision  for  making  the  payment  of  the 
tax  a  prerequisite  to  the  registration  of  the  vehicle. 

Proceedings  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  meetings,  with 
synopees  of  addresses  by  visiting  tax  administrators  from  other 
states  and  a  review  in  outline  of  numerous  questions  presented 
for  discussion  pertaining  to  local  taxation,  are  published  in  Asso- 
ciation Bulletins  No.  15  and  No.  16,  to  which  attention  is  respect- 
fully invited.  The  report  of  the  "Committee  on  Valuation  for 
Purposes  of  Taxation"  is  printed  in  full  in  Bulletin  No.  15. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Pebcentaoe  or  Tax  Assessed  Undbb  Bach  CLASsmoAnoN  to  Total  Tai^ 

Bt  Cities  aitd  Towns,  1^6>  1927  and  1928. 


CmBi  AMD  TVywNi. 


Year. 


Tax  on  Lud. 


Barrington. 


Bristol. 


Bttrrillville. 


Central   Falls. 


Cliarlestown. 


Coventry. 


Cranston. 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich. 


East  Providence. 


Exeter. 


Foster. 


docester. 


' 


1926 
1927 
1928 

ri926 
1927 
1928 

'1926 
1927 
1928 

ri926 
1927 
1928 

'1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 

'1926 
1927 


1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

TaaL 


.50 


$39,721 

47,598.72 

43,554.00 

86,296.86 

81,190.00 

81,902.96 

25.148.00 

23.281.50 

23,216.00 

64,470.60 

76.616.66 

76,457.65 

7,178.75 

7,405.62 

7,702.50 

15,522.04 

15,675.74 

17.550.00 

218,511.38 

265.528.66 

253,046.72 

52,535.38 

54,839.42 

55,695.36 

16.850.20 

20.001.12 

23.904.94 

115.224. 

173.530. 

173.251.9 

5.104.52 

6,324.12 

6.261.12 

6.957.70 

7,094.40 

7.060.40 

9,619.42 

10,881.74 

11,023.56 


Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


25.43 

25.95 

23.33 

26.72 

26. 5S 

25.94 

19.83 

19. C 

19.26{ 

13.5 

15.08 

14.91 

28.29 

27.72 

27.68 

14.37 

14.89 

15.11 

20.66 

23.34 

20.98 

22.96 

23.56 

23.89 

20.70 

20.61 

22.62 

18.74 

21.92 

21.03 

51.13 

51.33 

50.04 

39.75 

39.50 

38.89 

37.72 

34.23 

34.44 


P» 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


$82,668.04 

94.123.2 

88,391. 

175,416.9 

166,428. 

171.051.2 

61.021.00 

58,923.00 

58,959.00 

272,046.17 

285,605.80 

290,223.92 

16,096.88 

17,060.62 

17,858.75 

57,659.25 

57.211.68 

63,538.65 

671,255.15 

695,372.13 

764,168.80 

114.438.90 

116496.85 

119,396.95 

46,883.00 

58.989.56 

63.447.75 

382.967.13 

488.413.80 

517.850.80 

3,246.39 

3,388.59 

3.578  49 

7,077.00 

7.483.10 

7.612.60 

11,177.49 

15.788.62 

16,101.86 


52.93 
51.32 
47.34 
54.31 
54.42 
54.18 
48.13 
48.09 
48.90 
S7.3S 
56.30 
S6.SS 
63.43 
63.8S 
64.18 
S3 .56 
S4.3S 
54.69 
63. 4S 
61.13 
63.34 
50.03 
50.02 
51.23 
57. St 
60.77 
60.05 
62.29 
61.69 
62.87 
27.20 
27. SO 
28.60 
40.42 
41.67 
41.93 
43.83 
49.66 
SO  .31 
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TABLE  VII.— Gontinned. 

Pebcentage  of  Tax  Assb88e2>  Under  Each  Classifigation  to  1 

Bt  Cities  aitb  Towns,  1026^  1927  and  1028. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Penonal. 


Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 


$24,023.45 

30.180.38 

41,294.70 

49,461.75 

46,673.90 

47.882.48 

40,420.00 

39.994.00 

38.1 79  .PO 

132.489.36 

139.596.44 

140.997.08 

1.706.13 

1.827.50 

1.843.75 

33.516.03 

31.029.24 

33.714.72 

151,127.80 

157.673.26 

161.984.01 

60.327.66 

60,039.43 

56.593.22 

14.432.32 

15.263.54 

15.569.50 

109.698.12 

122,713,90 

126,580.40 

1.963.80 

1.998.00 

2.062.80 

3,276.10 

3.193.00 

3,289.50 

4,217.14 

4,631.40 

4.202.90 


15.38 

16.45 

22.11 

15.32 

15.26 

15.17 

31.88 

32.65 

31.67 

27.93 

27.47 

27.49 

6.73 

6.84 

6.63 

31.02 

29.48 

29.02 

14.29 

13.86 

13.43 

26.37 

25.80 

24.28 

17.73 

15.72 

14.73 

17.85 

15.50 

15.37 

16.45 

16.22 

16.49 

18.71 

17.78 

18.12 

16.54 

14.57 

13.13 


$9,773.32 

11.516.08 

13.474.68 

11,745.2 

11.510. 

14.847.2 

203.92 

323.56 

199.92 

5,345.66 

6,334.44 

5.243.78 

392.00 

424.00 

420. 

1,349.4 

1.344. 

1,368. 

16.965.1 

19.004.901 

27,151.80 

1,488.40 

1,447.60 

1,398.80 

3,251.72 

2,813.58 

2.744. 78 

6.910.12 

7.059.24 

5.997.42 

623.40 

610.20 

610.20 

196.10 

188.90 

192.90 

488.62 

489.40 

677.94 


6.26 

6.28 

7.22 

3.64 

3.77 

4.71 

.16 

.26 

.17 

1.13 

1.25 

1.02 

1.55 

1.59 

1.51 

1.25 

1.28 

1.18 

1.60 

1.67 

2.25 

.65 

.62 

.60 

3.99 

2.90 

2.60 

1.12 

.89 

.73 

5.22 

4.95 

4.87 

1.12 

1.05 

1.06 

1.91 

1.54 

2.12 


$156,186.31 

183,418.38 

186,714.88 

322,920.74 

305,802.70 

315,683.92 

126.792.92 

122,522.06 

120,553.92 

474,351.79 

508,153.34 

512,922.43 

25,375.76 

26,717.74 

27,825.00 

108,046.72 

105.260.66 

116,171.37 

1,057,859.43 

1,137,578.95 

1,206,351.33 

228,790.34 

232,723.30 

233.084.33 

81,417.24 

97,067.80 

105.666.97 

614.799.37 

791.717.58 

823.680.52 

11.938.11 

12.320.91 

12.512.61 

17,506.90 

17,959.40 

18,155.40 

25,502.67 

31.791.16 

32.006.26 
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TABLK  Vn.— Continiied. 

PssoiDfTAaB  or  Tax  Asai8aD>  Umm  Baoh  GLASBmoAnoir  to  Tocal  Tax» 

Bt  Crnsa  akd  Towns,  1028,  1927  ahd  1928. 


Cmn  AMD  Tonmi. 


Ye«. 


TttooLftad. 


C«tol 
Total 


BnOdiassaad 


F« 
Ctatof 

TMll 


HopklalM. 


Juuitowii. 


Johnston. 


Lincoln. 


Little  Oonpton. 


Middlfitown. 


Nanaguuett 


Newport. 


New  Shoidiam. 


North  Kinptown. 


North  ProTideoco. 


ri926 
1927 
1928 
'192« 
1927 
1921 
1926 
1927 
192fl 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 


North  Snithfleld. 


Fawtucket. 


1928 
h926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 


19422.70 

9,2S8.2G 

11,634.62 

26.479.04 

28,200.62 

33,776.70 

48.880.46 

52.607.85 

54,113.80 

24,0U.38 

24,288.16 

25.088.06 

8.548.45 

8.806.85 

10,695.42 

23,649.27 

23,909.93 

24,447.47 

42,475. 

43,957. 

44,390. 

464,417.10 

446,851.20 

444,636,00 

9,941.88 

10.062.50 

10,083.75 

27,129.63 

28,311.05 

29,670.87 

35,206.60 

35,669.94 

39.477.00 

13,095.00 

15,703.20 

15,690.60 

359,226.00 

348,520.00 

347,229.00 


924,426. 

26,023. 

32.808.7 

30,695.2 

34^7.62 

42.00S. 

74350.7 

85.810. 

91,591.48 

117.925.60 

122,275. 

125,566. 

14,989.1 

15,971.2 

20.929.6 

27,030. 

28,073. 

30,125.5 

43,575.2 

47,576. 

49,237. 

704.558.75 

680.006 .4C 

688,190. 

9,279.3 

9,400. 

9,753.7 

68,472.2 

71,122.7 

73,756.10 

109,432.50 

146,982.44 

151,463. 

49,585. 

61,801.2 

63,016.2 

1,240^430. 

1,333.068.20 

1,383.700.92 


54.86 
56.43 
56.85 
47.53 
48.93 
48.56 
50.29 
52.11 
53.11 
6S.72 
64.99 
65.44 
48.32 
48.92 
51.66 
45.66 
44.60 
44.1S 
44.40 
45.18 
46.00 
48. 9S 
48.44 
48.89 
39.20 
39.20 
39.97 
57.80 
57.48 
58.01 
60.16 
65.36 
64.82 
56.94 
58 .33 
58.80 
51.58 
S3.82 
55.13 


BSFOBT  OF  BOABD  OF  TAX  C0MMISSI0NBB8. 


49 


TABIiB  Vn. — CDotiiuied. 

PSBCSITTAOB  OF  TAX  ASSBSSID  UNDIS  EaCH  CLASSIFIGATION  TO  TOTAX.  TAZ, 

Bt  CirnES  and  Towns,  19fi6y  1927  and  1928. 


TtaroB  Taoglble 


Vm 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tiz.. 


Taz  on  Intan- 
gible Pcnonnl. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 


Total  Tki, 
Indoding 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


110,462.00 

10.433.30 

12,849.00 

6,207.97 

6,7S1.32 

8,950.80 

22,962.00 

24,021.20 

24,577.94 

42,537. 

41,035. 

40,634. 

3,765.75 

4,123. 

5,023.80 

6,336.85 

7,498.72 

9,545.90 

9,976.00 

11.531.00 

11,180.00 

178,948.00 

187,183.20 

182,484.00 

4.127.50 

4,228.75 

4,265.00 

18,129.80 

19.011.40 

19,342.00 

37.058.00 

42,116.82 

42,589.00 

23,946.75 

27,928.80 

27,944.10 

750,562.00 

737.752.40 

715,016.40 


23.49 
22.62 
22.27 
9.61 
9.60 
10.35 
15.43 
14.59 
14.25 
22.98 
21.81 
21.18 
12.14 
12.63 
12.40 
10.70 
11.92 
13.99 
10.16 
10.95 
10.45 
12.43 
13.34 
12.96 
17.43 
17.63 
17.48 
15.30 
15.37 
15.21 
20.37 
18.73 
18.23 
27.50 
26.36 
26.08 
31.21 
29.79 
28.49 


$517.62 

405.03 

413.07 

1,192.35 

956.37 

1,759.74 

2,136.60 

2,234.76 

2,188.76 

577.20 

545.20 

577.60 

3,716.60 

3,747.80 

3,868.00 

2,189.80 

3,464.60 

4,118.20 

2,115.59 

2,236.80 

2,214.20 

91,461.60 

89,628.00 

92,437.20 

325.20 

288.80 

296.80 

4,733.60 

5,278.80 

4,370.40 

206.00 

118.00 

118.00 

458.80 

514.82 

510.62 

54,778.20 

57,572.24 

64,018.88 


1.16 
.88 

.72 

1.85 

1.36 

2.04 

1.44 

1.35 

1.27 

.31 

.29 

.30 

11.98 

11.48 

9.54 

3.70 

5.50 

6.03 

2.16 

2.13 

2.07 

6.36 

6.39 

6.57 

1.37 

1.21 

1.22 

4.00 

4.27 

3.44 

.12 

.05 

.05 

.52 

.49 

.48 

2.27 

2.32 

2.55 


$44,528.82 

46,120.03 

57,705.44 

64,574.56 

70,315.93 

86,490.84 

148,829.80 

164,674.51 

172,471.98 

185,083.68 

188,143.96 

191,866.76 

31,019.90 

32,649.35 

40,516.84 

59,206.82 

62,946.75 

68,237.12 

98,142.69 

105,301.70 

107,021.20 

1,439,385.45 

1,403,668.80 

1,407,747.60 

23,673.95 

23,980.05 

24,399.30 

118.465.23 

123,723.95 

127.139.37 

181,903.10 

224,887.20 

233,647.60 

87,086.05 

105,948.02 

107,161.52 

2.404.996.20 

2,476,912.84 

2,509,965.20 


$44,379,821 

45,472.93 

56,652.17 

64,535.04' 

69,914.21 

85,769.74 

148,728.96 

164,262.36 

171449.98 

185.023.08' 

187,285.36 

191,111.16 

31,017.90' 

32,647.35 

40,506.04 

59,206.82' 

62,915.55 

68,224.12 

98,128.69' 

105,189.70. 

106.883.20 

1,438,934.65' 

1,399,164.00 

1.401,657.20 

•  23,638.95' 

23,177.55 

23,536.80 

118,160.331 

123,242.05  !> 

126,168.70 

181.811.10' 

224.151.70 

232,571.10 

87,026.05' 

105,660.02 

106,747.52 

2,403,637.80' 

2,474,341.84 

2,505,780.40 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Pebcei^taqe  or  Tax  Abbsbsd  Undis  Each  Clabbiitcation  to  Totil  TiX, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1926,  1927  and  1928. 


Cmit  AMD  TVywin. 


Ymt. 


TuobLukL 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Tax  on 
Boildinis  and 
Inprovmcnts. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 


Portamoutli. 


Providence. 


Richmond. 


Sdtuate. 


Smithfiekl. 


South  Kingitown. 


Tiverton. 


^wairen. 


Warwick. 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich. 


West  Warwick. 


WoonaockeC. 


ri926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
h926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 
'1926 
1927 
1928 
1926 
1927 
1928 


Tha  Stote., 


1926 
1927 
1928 


124.032.10 

25,773.30 

26,331.12 

2.899,886.92 

3.312,121.06 

3,398,515.43 

4,834.40 

4,892.40 

4,774.00 

15.857.12 

16.063.12 

16.244.72 

13.521.84 

12,762.04 

13,419.43 

26.642.47 

28,212.40 

30,216.37 

29,940.64 

27.626.56 

26.339.09 

28,150.62 

27,731.14 

30,600.52 

125,692.79 

138.066.72 

176,290.88 

107,258.75 

109,928.75 

115,778.75 

3,880.87 

3,884.25 

3,885.00 

41,157.24 

47,448.16 

48,081.88 

439,903.75 

436,668.75 

454,090.00 


$5,517,115.27 
6,057,293.89 
6.216,127.59 


38.41 
38.02 
36.45 
26.14 
27.61 
27.22 
13.56 
13.93 
14.57 
15.64 
11.63 
11.44 
13.38 
12.41 
12.81 
19.47 
19.07 
18.72 
21.98 
21.92 
21.02 
12.31 
12.07 
11.94 
24.96 
25.10 
27.24 
26.21 
26.22 
26.66 
57.75 
56.86 
58.16 
14.31 
14.17 
14.10 
21.13 
21.06 
22.51 


23.66 
24.40 
24.21 


>.6q 

L3C 


' 


$29,256 

32,274 

34,485.00 

5,338.331.19 

5,734,860.61 

6,108,182.95 

18.684.00 

18,489.60 

17.180.SO 

73.845.92 

110.984.32 

114.610.00 

53,612.35 

54,273.73 

55,048.13 

70.064.78 

76.897.2 

85.549.3 

83.591.20 

77.788.00 

79,509.77 

129,151.88 

129,945.45 

147,238  OO 

311,579.07 

344.934.42 

399.387.38 

230,921.25 

241,186.25 

249,996.25 

1,869.38 

1.944. OC 

2,021.22 

145,122.98 

170,810.42 

177.291.61 

1.024,997.50 

1.071,765.00 

1,062,121.25 


$11,928,282.99 
12,793,857.81 
13,476.945.69 


46.84 

47.60 

47.75 

48.12 

47.80 

48.93 

52.41 

52.64 

52.45 

72.86 

80.38 

80.73 

53.02 

52.78 

52.54 

51.20 

51.99 

52.99 

61.37 

61.71 

63.46 

56.41 

56.57 

57.44 

61.87 

62.71 

61.72 

56.42 

57.52 

57.56 

27.82 

28.46 

30.26 

50.45 

51.0$ 

52.00 

49.24 

51.73 

52.65 


51.14 
51.53 
52.50 
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TABLE  VII. — Condudec 

Pbbcentaoe  or  Tax  Absbbsed  Undeb  Bach  Clac 

Bt  Cities  and  Towns,  1926^  1927 


Per 

Per 

To 
In 

Tax  OB  Tangible 

Cent  of 

Tmx  on  Intan- 

Cent of 

Total 
Tax. 

gible  Penooal. 

Total 
Tax. 

Ml 

Exc 

(5.147.45 

8.24 

$4,024.00 

6.44 

5.704.80 

8.42 

4,040.0G 

5.96 

7,407.00 

10.2$ 

4,008.00 

5.55 

2402,610.50 

20.76 

552,703.12 

4.98 

11 

2.374,067.20 

19.79 

575,712.32 

4.80 

11 

2.361,943.54 

18.92 

617,069.26 

4.94 

13 

11.804.80 

33.11 

324.80 

.92 

11,420.40 

32.51 

324.40 

.92 

10.454.56 

31.91 

349.60 

1.07 

9,895.60 

9.76 

1,759.80 
1,865.20 

1.74 

9,158.80 

6.64 

1.35 

9,128.80 

6.43 

1,978.40 

1.40 

33.339.59 

32.97 

640.00 

.63 

35.210.95 

34.24 

582.40 

.57 

35,777.05 

34.14 

535.20 

.51 

22,140.03 

16.18 

17,993.08 

13.15 

24.472.44 

16.54 

18,339.78 

12.40 

26,601.43 

16.48 

19,079.98 

11.81 

20.121.75 

14.77 

2,564.70 

1.88 

17,916.00 

14.21 

2,728.24 

2.16 

16.584.62 

13.24 

2,851.80 

2.28 

65.484.64 

28.64 

5,882.40 

2.57 

65,999.61 

28.74 

6,026.10 

2.62 

72,154.88 

28.15 

6,331.40 

2.47 

46,402.86 

9.22 

19,895.52 

3.95 

51,579.80 

9.38 

15,428.93 

2.81 

56,084.13 

8.67 

15,374.74 

2.37 

1 

51.625.00 

12.61 

19,486.80 

4.76 

( 

49,907.50 

.     11.90 

18,283.60 

4.36 

1 

51,861.25 

11.94 

16,697.60 

3.84 

1 

885.00 

13.17 

84.80 
86.00 

1.26 

916.50 

13.42 

1.26 

687.75 

10.29 

86.00 

1.29 

93,344.44 

32.45 

8,033.56 

2.79 

1 

107,337.68 

32.07 

9,153.22 

2.73 

k 

106,349.78 

31.20 

9,195.45 

2.70 

1 

599,212.50 

28.79 

17.345.60 

.84 

2,1 

546,256.25 

26.37 

17.075.20 

.82 

2,1 

486,917.50 

24.14 

14,062. 4(^ 

.70 

2.1 

$5,003,695.94 

21.45 

$873,880.30 

3.75 

$23.; 

5,078.377.33 

20.45 

899,703.31 

3.62 

24.1 

5,020.548.79 

19.56 

958,838.72 

3.73 

25.( 
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TABLB  IX. 

Peb  Capita  Local  Absessed  Valitatxoh  or  thb  Static  Gitxes  aud  Towirs 

roB  THE  Yeabs  1026^  1927  and  1928. 


Cxms  ANP  Towwt. 


Barrington. 


BristoL 


BurriUviUe. 


Central  Falls. 


Charleetown. 


Coventry. 


Cranston. 


Cumberland. 


Yctf. 


East  Greenwich. 


East  Providence. 


ri926 
1927 
192S 


ri926 
1 1927 
[1928 


^1928 
1927 
1928 


Vtluatkm. 


fPopuktioa. 


$10,478,200 
It802;7e6 
13,608,620 

15,620,400 

*15,Q26,433 

16^620,200 

6»3744S0 
6,12S,U6 
6,9G6wS66 

22,172,261 
28,860.668 
28,834,960 

2,069,600 
2,197,470 
2,284,140 

6,780,866 
6,591,435 
6,68%865 

52,627,716 
66^620,225 
61,477,490 

12^327,160 
12,602,465 
12,491,425 

4,716,206 
5,061,157 
6,221,434 

80,641,442 
40,920,172 
42,232,100 


4,96S 
4,968 

4,938 

12,707 
12,707 
12.707 

9,4L3 
9,413 
9.413 

25,408 
26,408 
25,406 

1,124 
1,124 
1,124 

6,379 
6.379 
6.379 

34,471 
34,471 
34,471 

10,238 
10,238 
10,238 

4,1W 
4.157 

4,157 

26,088 
26,088 
26,088 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


«2,120.9S 
2390.19 
2,735.64 

1,221.40 
1,229.67 
1307.95 

677.10 
660.70 
636.92 

872.82 
938.80 
938.23 

1,860.07 
1,965.04 
2,032.15 

1,064.40 
1,033.30 
1,047.63 

t527.01 
1,642.54 
1,783.45 

1,204.06 
1,221.18 
1,220.10 

1,134.28 
1,217.60 
1,266.05 

1,174.54 
1,568.54 
1,618.83 
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TABIiB  IX.— Oontlimed. 
Caftta  Local  Abbbssed  Valuation  or  thb  Static  GtoBS  ahe  Tdwirs 

FOB  THB  YeABB  1926,  1927  AND  1928w 


CRBS  AMD  TOWMt. 


Year. 


Valuation. 


tPoiHibition. 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


Exeter. 


Foster. 


Glocester. 


Hopklnton. 


Jamestown. 


JoImBtoii. 


ISoiccika* 


Little  Compton. 


Mlddletown. 


NORBgBIIBett 


1926 
1927 
1928 


9784,446 
808,145 
810,896 

907,865 
981,025 
967,826 

1,512,620 
1,6724225 
1,719,748 

2,822,515 
2354,663 
2,852,588 

4,024,129 
4,179,548 
4,040,437 

7,852,400 
7,603,038 

7,745,540 

9,866,504 
9,473306 
9,671,078 

8,650,480 
8,826,606 
4,020,170 

4,983,375 
6,439,300 
5^960,775 

5329,563 
5,706,845 
5^787,000 


1,182 
1,182 
1,182 

1.069 
1,060 
1,069 

1,630 
1,630 
1,680 

2»737 
2,787 
2,737 

1,773 
1,778 
1,773 

8,666 
8,668 
8,668 

10,581 
10,581 
10,581 

1383 
1,388 
1,383 

2,245 
2,245 
2,245 

1357 
1357 
1.857 


1663.65 
679.47 
686.08 

848.79 
870.96 
876.83 

946.39 
1,025.90 
1,055.06 

848.56 
860.30 
869.58 

2,269.67 
2,357.83 
2,617.27 

848.22 
877.1S 
896.57 

885.22 
895.^1 
914.00 

2,646.04 
2,766.88 
2,906.84 

2,197.49 
2,422.85 
2;655.13 

8,927.45 
4,206.48 
4,264.55 
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TABLE  IX.— ContiniMd. 

Capita  Local  Absbbsbd  Valuatton  op  the  Stats,  Gitieb  and  IViwiis 

FOB  THE  Ybabb  1026,  1927  Aim  1928. 


Cxma  AND  Towm. 


Ycv. 


Newport. 


New  Shoreham. 


North  Kingstown 


North  ProTldence. 


North  Bmithfleld. 


PaiwtQCket. 


Portsmonth. 


ProTldence. 


Richmond. 


Sdtnate. 


(1920 
1927 
1928 

ri926 
1927 
1928 

ri926 
il927 
[1928 

ri926 

^1927 
[l928 

(1926 
1927 
1928 

ri926 
il927 
[l928 


ri926 
1927 
1928 


ri926 
1 1927 
[1928 


VahiatioB. 


tPppvIation. 


177,8643 
76,971, 
77,669, 

1*018, 

987,750 
1,006,800 

7.152,676 
7,526,555 
7,501300 

9,181,756 
11,281,185 
11,652,156 

5,885,850 
5,970,106 
6,029,706 

181,137,580 
185,281.540 
188,092,800 

5,874.680 
«,8ia200 
6,674,260 

596380,290 
629,466,860 
658,867^2 

^285,700 
2,212,500 
2,104,686 

6,650,765 
8,974.090 
9389,070 


27,757 
27,757 
27,757 

1.070 
1,070 
1,070 

4,899 
4399 
4399 

9,055 
9,055 
9,055 

8,571 
8,571 
8,571 

69,760 
69,760 
69,760 

2,798 
2,798 

2,796 

267,918 
267.918 
267,918 

1,719 
1,719 
1,719 

8.348 
8.348 
8348 


Per  Capita 
ValuatJon. 


12,805.21 
2;773.08 
2,797.82 

947.52 
923.13 
988.13 

1,625.97 
1,710.85 
1.705.22 

1.008.47 
1,240.32 
1386.81 

1.648.23 
1.071.83 
1.688.52 

1.879.83 
1,988.53 
1,979.54 

2,099.59 
2355.25 
2385.38 

2325.96 
2,349.47 
2,459.21 

1,329.86 
1,304.63 
1324.36 

1.989.17 
2,680.43 
2,769.5r 
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TABIiB  IX.~Goiicliided. 

Per  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  Stats,  Cities  a 

FOB  the  Years  1926,  1927  and  1928. 


CrriBs  AND  Towns. 


Year. 


Valuation. 


tPopulation. 


Smithfleld. 


South  Kingstown. 


Tiverton. 


1926 
1927 
1928 


(1926 
1927 
1928 

(1926 
1927 
1928 


Warren. 


Warwick. 


1926 
1927 
1928 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich. 


1926 
1927 
1928 


West  Warwick. 


Woonsocket 


The  .State. 


$S,587,018 
5.664,860 
5,751,446 

10,736,970 
11,004,757 
11^484,496 

6,704,68S 
6,829,788 
7,135,998 

12,177,120 

12,425, 

12,688,17 

27,877,47 

26,976, 

31,094,286 

20,466,000 
20,540,700 
20,791,960 

460,060 
463,860 
462,800 

18,438,260 
18,600,372 
18,784,162 

86,891,960 
86,339,360 
83,548,060 


$1,236,669,613 
1,296,943,721 
1,344,544,741 


3,948 
8,948 
8,948 

6»066 
6,086 
6,066 

4,539 

4,53fl 
4,589 

7,997 
7,907 
7,997 

18^273 
18,273 
18,273 

11,177 
11,177 
11,177 

407 
407 
407 

18,216 
18,216 
18,216 

49,681 
49,681 
49,681 


679,260 
679,260 
679,260 


*54  cents  in  Bristol  valuation  omitted.     tPopulation,  census  of  1925. 
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[General  Laws  of  1923,  Chapter  38.] 


(491)  Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  biennially  in  the 
odd-numbered  years  report  to  the  governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  in  such  years,  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith  present  such 
report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount 
of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying 
taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property 
in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes 
thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation ;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and 
town  exempt  from  taxation  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recom- 
mendations for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said 
board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable:  Provided,  however,  that  if  the 
governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the  board  of  tax  commissioners  deems  it 
necessary  or  advisable,  said  board  may  report  at  other  times  upon  matters 
relating  to  taxation. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


To  His  Excellency,  Norman  S.  Case,  Governor  of  the  St<rt€  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantaticms: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  38  of 
the  General  Laws  of  1923,  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  here- 
with submits  its  thirteenth  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS. 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS. 
EDWARD  L.  LEAHY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  February  1,  193L 


REPORT 

Section  7  of  Chapter  38  of  the  General  Laws  of  1923  as 
amended,  provides  that  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  shall 
report  biennially  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  in  the  odd-numbered  years,  and  that  the  Governor 
shall  forthwith  present  the  report  to  the  General  Assembly.  The 
section  referred  to  further  provides  that  such  report  shall  set 
forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  General  Treas- 
urer, classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which 
such  taxes  are  paid;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city 
and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes 
thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in 
each  city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of 
exemption;  and  any  recommendation  for  the  better  assessment 
and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  Board  may  deem  necessary 
or  advisable. 

The  same  general  arrangement  of  statistics  and  other  data 
which  has  been  employed  for  a  number  of  years  is  continued  in 
this  report,  but  there  has  been  added  a  ten-year  comparative 
table  of  local  valuations  and  assessments  covering  the  decen- 
nium  1921-1930  inclusive,  showing  the  increase  and  decrease  in 
the  several  classes  of  property  for  each  city  and  town  in  each 
year  during  that  period  and  for  the  State  as  a  whole. 

The  arrangement  of  the  tables  in  this  report  is  substantially 
the  same  as  that  employed  in  previous  reports,  thus  assuring 
ease  of  comparison  between  the  present  and  the  several  pre- 
ceding reports  submitted  by  the  Board. 

Under  the  following  headings  are  tabulated  the  sources  of 
revenue  of  the  State : 

Direct  State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns! 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  Savings  Banks,  State  Banks 
and  Trust  Companies. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 
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Fines  and  Costs  from  Courts. 

Fees  for  Corporation  Charters. 

Tax  on  Motor  Vehicle  Fuels. 

Oyster  Ground  Rentals. 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

Motor  Vehicle  Registration  and  License  Fees. 

State  Tax  on  Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Business  Corporations. 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax  on  Domestic  Corporations. 

State  Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations. 

Taxes  on  Net  Estates,  Inheritances,  Legacies  and  Gifts. 

Tax  on  Interest-bearing  Deposits  in  National  Banks. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years  from  1911  to  1930  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears 
to  the  total  revenue  are  set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I-a. 

• 

The  amounts  of  taxes  paid  in  1929  and  1930  by  corporations, 
companies,  firms  and  individuals  direct  to  the  General  Treasurer, 
classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such 
taxes  are  paid,  are  shown  in  Table  IL 

The  amounts  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations 
fixed,  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  the  years  1928, 
1929  and  1930  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

The  aggregate  number  of  estates,  valuations,  net  estate  taxes 
and  transfer  taxes,  by  cities  and  towns,  determined  and  assessed 
under  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law,  for  the  years  1929  and  1930,  are 
shown  in  Table  V. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the 
tax  rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  soldiers'  and 
inability  exemptions,  total  property  assessed,  and  the  State  tax 
for  each  city  and  town  for  the  years  1929  and  1930  are  set  forth 
in  Table  VI. 


*  Under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are 
earned  by  and  rettxmed  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  tise,  such  as  the 
State  Home  and  School,  State  Institutions  at  Howard,  etc;  certain  fines  which  90  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and  in  general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available 
for  general  appropriations.  These  items  are  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental 
administration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are  covered 
in  the  reports  of  the  several  State  departments. 
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The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of 
property  by  cities  and  towns  for  the  years  1928,  1929  and  1930 
is  shown  in  Table  VII. 

A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  58,  Sec- 
tions 2,  3,  4  and  6  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  in  1929 
and  1930,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns,  is  set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  property  exempt  in  1929  and  1930  under 
four  separate  headings — land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tan- 
gible personal  property,  and  intangible  personal  property — and 
the  total  amount  of  property  exempt  in  each  class  are  set  forth 
in  Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  local  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  years  1928,  1929  and  1930  are  shown  in  Table 
IX. 

The  increases  or  decreases  annually  in  local  valuations,  gross 
and  net  taxes,  and  amount  of  State  tax,  by  cities  and  towns, 
covering  the  ten  years,  1921  to  1930,  are  shown  in  Table  X. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since 
the  enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  local  rate 
for  the  years  1911  and  1930,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X-a. 

The  total  valuations  of  property,  as  returned  by  the  assessors 
of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  classified  under  land,  buildings 
and  improvements,  tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible 
personal  property,  with  the  per  centum  of  increase  for  each 
year  from  1912  to  1930,  inclusive,  and  per  centum  of  total  in- 
crease for  the  18-year  period,  are  shown  in  Table  X-b. 

The  total  amount  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commission- 
ers, with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease,  for  each  year  from 
1912  to  1930,  inclusive,  is  set  forth  in  Table  XI. 

A  summary  of  the  assessed  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years 
1926  to  1930,  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 
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Tax  LegislalioB 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  some  forty-five 
measures  having  a  more  or  less  direct  bearing  upon  State  and 
local  taxation  and  revenue  were  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
— the  largest  number  enacted  in  any  biennium  since  the  general 
revision  of  the  taxation  system  in  1912. 

Twenty  of  these — nearly  one-half  the  total — were  measures 
authorizing  exemptions  from  taxation,  in  one  form  or  another, 
or  enlarging  exemption  privileges  previously  authorized.  Only 
seven  had  even  a  remote  connection  with  increasing  state  and 
local  revenues,  or  facilitating  or  improving  administration  of 
existing  tax  laws,  while  three  enactments  involved,  as  an  im- 
mediate consequence,  reductions  in  revenue.  Two  of  these  latter 
acts,  passed  in  1929,  changed  the  basis  of  taxation  of  marine 
insurance  companies  and  reduced  automobile  registration  fees 
approximately  20% ;  while  the  third,  changing  the  base  for  the 
direct  State  tax,  passed  in  1930,  will  reduce  the  State  revenues 
obtained  from  this  source  in  1931,  although  the  advantages  in 
other  directions  are  expected  to  fully  justify  the  change. 

Four  measures  authorized  the  cancellation  of  uncollectible 
local  taxes,  four  related  to  the  election  and  duties  of  local 
assessors  and  to  financial  town  meetings,  and  four  provided 
minor  modifications  in  existing  methods  of  administration  and 
court  procedure. 

An  amendment  to  the  law  governing  legal  procedure  in  tax 
collection  cases  provides  that  in  any  action  to  recover  the  amount 
of  any  tax,  or  interest  on  any  tax,  the  plaintiff  may  annex  to 
his  writ  an  affidavit  stating  that  in  his  opinion  there  is  no  de- 
fense to  the  action,  and  may  thereupon  file  with  his  declaration 
a  motion  for  judgment  for  the  amount  of  the  demand  with  in- 
terest. This  places  the  burden  of  proof  of  valid  defense  upon  the 
taxpayer,  instead  of  making  it  obligatory  upon  the  municipality, 
as  formerly,  to  first  establish  its  case  by  competent  testimony. 
In  most  claims  for  unpaid  taxes  there  is  of  course  no  valid  de- 
fense, and  the  necessity  of  making  out  a  prima  facie  case  under 
such  circumstances  has  heretofore  imposed  unnecessary  burden 
upon  the  collecting  agencies  in  bringing  action  for  the  recovery 
of  the  tax. 
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The   following  summary  indicates  briefly  the   natui 
legislation  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1929  am 

January  Session,  1929 

<rhap.  1331.    Conferring   exclusive   original   jurisdiction   upon  th 

Court  over  all  petitions  for  relief  from  assessmei 
erty  taxes,  notwithstanding  the  amount  involved 
exceed  $1,000  (increased  from  $500). 

1331.    Conferring  jurisdiction   upon   district  courts   in   the 
tax  collectors  of  warrants  of  distress,  although  t 
involved  shall  not  exceed  $1,000   (increased  from 

1355.  Recasting  and  reenacting  the  estate  and  inheritance  t: 

embodying  amendments  to  facilitate  administratioi 

1356.  Stipulating  that  any  municipal  budget  commission  ve: 

General  Assembly  with  authority  to  impose  taxes 
sist  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fiftee 
electors. 

1361.  Providing  additional  appropriation  annually  for  salar 
assistance  and  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Com 

1388.  Providing  that  estates  in  possession  of  a  tenant  for 
ten  years  or  more  may  be  taxed  to  such  tenant, 
also  be  deemed  the  owner,  if  by  the  terms  of  his 
tenant  is  required  to  pay  the  tax. 

1396.    Subjecting  toll  bridge  corporations  to  the  state  tax 
earnings   imposed   upon  public   service  transportati 
rations. 

1405.  Reenacting  the  motor  vehicle  fuel  tax  law  to  strength 
istrative  features,  facilitate  collections  and  rendt 
more  difticult. 

1428.  Changing  the  basis  of  taxation  of  marine  insurance 
from  2  per  cent  on  premium  receipts  to  5  per  cent 
profits. 

1433.  Substituting  weight  only  for  horse-power  and  weijj 
base  for  determining  automobile  registration  fees,  ;; 
ing  such  fees  approximately  20  per  cent. 

1443.  Authorizing  the  City  of  Providence  and  the  Town  <: 
to  fix  by  agreement  the  amount  and  value,  for  pi 
taxation  for  the  years  1929  to  1933  inclusive,  oi 
propert>'  owned  by  said  city  in  said  town. 

1459.  Authorizing  the  City  of  Cranston  to  establish  a  syste 
and  charges  for  the  granting  of  licenses  or  pern 
under  state  law  or  municipal  regulation. 
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Chap.  1461.     Prescribing  the  manner  of  electing  assessors  of  taxes  in  the 

City  of  Cranston. 

1463.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  East  Greenwich  to  exempt  from  tax- 

ation the  property  of  the  East  Greenwich  Boys  Home  Asso- 
ciation to  the  amount  of  $10,000. 

1464.  Changing  the  date  of  the  Financial  Town  Meeting  in  the  Towil 

of  East  Greenwich. 

1471.    Changing  terms  of  office  of  assessors  in  the  Town  of  Foster. 

Act.  Exempting  from  taxation  the  property  of  the  Girl  Scouts  of 

Rhode   Island,   Inc.,    situated    in    South    Kingstown,    to   the 
amount  of  $30,000. 

Act.  Exempting    from    taxation   property    held    and    owned    by   the 

Washington  County  Agricultural   Society   to  the  amount  of 
$75,000. 

Act  Exempting  from  taxation  the  property  of  Rocky  Farm  Camp, 

Inc.,  in  the  City  of  Newport  so  long  as  used  in  providing 
medical  and  surgical  care  for  crippled  children. 

Act.  Exempting    from    taxation   certain    property   of    the    Seaman's 

Church  Institute  of  Newport. 

Act  Authorizing  the  City  of  Providence  to  exempt  from  taxation 

the  property  of  the  Providence  Community  Theater. 

Act  Authorizing  All  Saints  Memorial  Church  to  hold  tax  exempt 

real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  $500,000,  exclusive 
of  the  church  building  and  parish  house. 

Act  Exempting  from  taxation  to  the  amount  of  $500,000  property  of 

The  Female  Academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Providence. 
Rhode  Island,  used  exclusively  for  educational,  charitable 
and  religious  purposes. 

Act.  Exempting  from  state  and  local  taxation  property  of  the  Catholic 

Teachers*  College  of  Providence  when  used  for  educational 
purposes. 

Act.  Exempting  The  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  for  New  England 

from  taxation  on  certain  additional  real  estate  in  the  City 
of  Providence. 

January  Session,  1930 

Chap.  1518.     Modifying   restrictions    surrounding   the  application    of   funds 

from  estate  taxes  imposed  to  take  advantage  of  the  80  per 
cent  credit  clause  of  the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926. 


■  irm  ~   n 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS.  1 1 

Chap.  1560.  Amending  and  modifying  the  provisions  of  the  "Soldiers'  Ex- 
emption Act,"  so-called  (General  Laws,  Chapter  58  Section 
6). 

Chap.  1593.    Authorizing  the  addition  (as  part  of  the  measure  of  value  of 

a  corporation  for  purposes  of  the  corporate  excess  tax)  of 
indebtedness  representing  dividends  declared,  salaries  or 
bonuses  unpaid,  reserves  for  taxes,  and  such  other  indebted- 
ness as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
should  be  included  m  determining  full  ratable  valuation. 

Chap.  1595.    Changing  the  base  for  the  direct  state  tax  on  cities  and  towns 

(effective  Jan.  1,  1931)  from  valuation  fixed  by  local  as- 
sessors to  454  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  taxes  locally  as- 
sessed. 

Chap.  1605.  Expediting  procedure  in  suits  for  collection  of  taxes  by  plac- 
ing burden  of  proof  of  valid  defense  on  taxpayer. 

Chap.  1617    Allowing  deduction  of  money  borrowed  in  anticipation  of  taxes 

in  computing  debt  limit  for  cities  and  towns,  and  authorizing 
such  borrowing  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  the  local  tax 
levy. 

Chap.  1631.  Authorizing  Providence  Board  of  Assessors  to  appoint  tempo- 
rary special  agents  to  receive  sworn  statements. 

Chap.  1650.    Authorizing  the  town  council  of  the  Town  of  Exeter  to  cancel 

uncollectible  taxes. 

Chap.  1653.    Authorizing  the  town  council  of  the  Town  of  Jamestown  to 

cancel  uncollectible  taxes. 

(Thap.  1656.    Authorizing  the  town  council  of  the  Town  of  Middletown  to 

cancel  uncollectible  taxes. 

Chap.  1658.    Empowering  the  Town  of  New  Shoreham  to  assess  a  special 

tax  annually  for  10  years  for  the  erection,  equipment  and 
furnishing  of  a  new  school  building. 

Chap.  1677.    Authorizing  the  Town   of   South  Kingstown  to   exempt  from 

taxation  all  property  of  the  Perryville  Baptist  Church  to  the 
amount  of  $25,0(X)  when  used  exclusively  for  religious  pur- 
poses. 

Chap.  1682.  Authorizing  the  town  council  of  the  Town  of  Warren  to  can- 
cel uncollectible  taxes. 

Act.  Extending  the   exemption  previously  enjoyed  by  the  property 

and  estate  of  the  Newport  Hospital  by  increasing  the  maxi- 
mum income  permitted  in  any  one  year  to  $100,000,  but  ex- 
cepting newly  acquired  property  not  used  for  hospital  pur- 
poses. 
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Act.  Extending  the  exemption  previously  enjoyed  by  the  real  and 

personal  estate  of  the  Providence  Permanent  Firemen's  Re- 
lief Association  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  to  a  maximum 
of  $150,000. 

Act.  Transferring  authority   to  exempt   real   and   personal   property 

of  the  East  Greenwich  Boys  Home  Association  from  the 
town  council  to  the  financial  town  meeting. 

Act.  Exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  Gaspee 

Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  when  used 
for  the  corporate  purposes. 

Act.  Exempting  from  taxation  real  estate  of  the  Hope  Street  High 

School  Athletic  Field  Association  so  long  as  devoted  to  the 
athletic  purposes  of  its  students. 

Act.  Extending  the   exemption   previously  enjoyed  by  the  real  and 

personal  property  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Women  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  $2,000,000. 

Act.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  to  exempt  from  taxation 

the  property  of  the  Rhode  Island  Boy  Scouts  therein  located 
to  the  amount  of  $150,000. 

Act.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  Bristol  to  exempt   from  taxation  the 

property  of  the  Rhode  Island  Boy  Scouts  located  therein, 
when  used    for  charitable  and  educational  purposes. 

Change  in  Fiscal  Year  and  State  Revenues 

Effective  in  1930  the  fiscal  year  of  the  State  was  changed  by 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  so  that  from  and  after  June  30th 
in  that  year  the  fiscal  period  will  include  the  twelve  calendar 
months  beginning  July  1st  and  ending  June  30th. 

Under  this  act  the  fiscal  year  of  1929  closed  on  November  30th 
of  that  year,  and  the  succeeding  fiscal  period  on  June  30,  1930, 
the  latter  thus  comprising  seven  months.  The  situation  thus 
created  seemed  to  the  Board  to  make  it  advisable  to  incorporate 
in  this  report,  in  the  tables  showing  annual  receipts,  two  sets 
of  figures  for  the  year  1930,  one  set  covering  the  new  seven- 
month  fiscal  period  and  the  other  covering  the  twelve-month 
period  from  November  30,  1929,  to  November  30,  1930,  to  facili- 
tate comparisons  with  previous  years.  This  use  of  duel  statistics 
has  been  employed  in  Tables  I  and  I-a,  showing  receipts  to  the 
State  from  all  sources  and,  in  the  latter  table,  analyzing  the  re- 
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ceipts  from  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissio  i 
In  Table  II,  which  is  compiled  to  conform  to  the  require;  i 
of  law  calling  for  reference  to  the  statutes  under  which  the 
eral  taxes  are  assessed,  figures  for  the  twelve-month  period  i 
are  used  for  1930.  These  three  tables,  reflecting  receipts,  sti 
be  distinguished  from  the  tables  reflecting  assessments,  \s! 
largely  make  up  the  balance  of  the  statistical  pages  of  thiii 
port. 

By  reference  to  Table  I  it  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  rev : 
received  from  all  sources  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Novei: 
30,  1929,  amounted  to  $15,077,523.51.  For  the  fiscal  period  e 
June  30,  1930,  (seven  months)  the  receipts  were  $7,222,221 
while  for  the  twelve  months  to  November  30,  1930,  the  total 
$13,348,237.71.  The  latter  figure  more  nearly  reflects  the  no: 
increase  from  year  to  year  as  compared  with  the  figures 
previous  years,  as  the  increase  of  over  three  and  one-half 
lions  in  1929  was  partly  accounted  for  by  abnormal  receipts  i 
estate  and  inheritance  taxes  on  a  few  large  estates,  as  will 
pear  by  reference  to  Table  I-a.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  o;: 
$4,658,609.28  received  from  estate  and  inheritance  taxes  in  1 
more  than  one-half  this  sum,  or  $2,951,680.33,*  was  derived  f 
estate  taxes  assessed  under  the  80  per  cent  credit  clause  of 
Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926,  and  was  not  available  for  apprc 
ation  for  current  expenditures,  but  under  the  law  was  applic 
only  to  capital  expenditures,  either  through  meeting  sinking  i 
requirements  or  the  liquidation  of  bonded  indebtedness. 

The  "miscellaneous"  receipts  item  in  Table  I  has  incre; 
from  a  very  moderate  amount  in  1911  to  over  one  and  one- 
million  in  1930.  Many  of  the  sources  of  revenue  included  in 
item,  however,  are  detailed  in  Table  II,  by  reference  to  w 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions  prodi 
$254,337.87  in  1930  and  that  there  was  received  from  the  Fed 
government  in  aid  of  rural  post  roads  $632,172.74.  These 
items  alone  account  for  more  than  one-half  the  "miscellanei 
total  of  $1,515,669.92  in  Table  I. 

*  See  Report  of  State  Commissioner  of  Finance,  1929,  p.  6  (footnote). 
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Change  in  Direct  State  Tax  Base 

Probably  the  most  important  tax  legislation  undertaken  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  1929-1930  involved  the  adoption  of  a 
new  method  of  imposing  a  direct  State  tax  on  cities  and  towns. 
Effective  January  1,  1931,  the  State  will  levy  a  tax  annually  upon 
each  municipality  of  four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  of  the  total 
amount  of  taxes  locally  assessed. 

This  is  a  distinct  departure  from  the  method  which  has  been 
in  effect  since  the  direct  State  tax  was  first  imposed  in  the  early 
history  of  the  State.  Up  to  the  present  year  this  tax  has  been 
based  upon  the  valuation  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  with  a 
statutory  rate  of  a  specified  number  of  cents  on  each  $100  of 
property  assessed  for  taxation.  For  some  time  prior  to  the  en- 
actment of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912  this  rate  had  been  eighteen  cents, 
but  in  that  year  it  was  reduced  to  nine  cents,  where  it  has  since 
remained,  although  from  the  year  1916  up  to  the  year  1928  an 
additional  three-cent  tax,  primarily  for  highway  purposes,  and 
in  1919  a  special  six-cent  tax  "for  highway  and  other  purposes," 
was  assessed  by  special  acts  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  adop- 
tion of  the  motor  vehicle  fuel  tax  in  1925  as  a  means  for  pro- 
viding funds  for  highway  construction  and  maintenance,  and  the 
increase  in  the  rate  of  this  tax  from  one  cent  to  two  cents  per 
gallon  in  1927,  rendered  the  special  three-cent  direct  State  tax 
for  highway  purposes  no  longer  necessary,  and  in  1929  and  1930 
the  direct  State  tax  was  not  augmented  and  the  statutory  rate  of 
nine  cents  applied. 

It  is  expected  that  the  change  in  the  base  for  determining  the 
direct  State  tax  will  gradually  result  in  improved  local  assessed 
valuations,  which  unquestionably  have  suffered  for  many  years 
because  of  high  local  rates,  with  consequent  low  valuations  on 
real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property.  The  measuring  of  the 
liability  of  the  municipality  to  the  State  by  approximate  income 
removes  the  incentive  heretofore  existing  for  cities  and  towns 
to  regulate  their  local  revenues  by  manipulation  of  local  rates 
and  thus  maintain  their  State  tax  at  a  minimum  by  the  persistent 
under-valuation  of  ratable  property  within  their  respective  juris- 
dictions. 
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Under  the  new  law  cities  and  towns  are  permitted  to  pay  : 
direct  State  tax  in  two  installments  as  heretofore,  one-half  or 
before  the  ISth  of  April  and  one-half  on  or  before  the  15th 
October  in  each  year.   By  a  special  provision   in   the   act    : 
amount  of  the  tax  due  in  any  one  year  is  computed  upon    : 
total  assessment  made  in  the  previous  calendar  year.  To  ill 
trate:  The  first  semi-annual  installment  of  the  1931  State    : 
assessed  under  the  new  law  will  become  payable  on  April 
1931,  and  will  be  computed  upon  the  amount  of  taxes  loc* 
assessed  as  of  June  15,  1930 — the  last  prior  date  for  assessm : 
of  local  taxes;  and  the  second  installment,  due  October  15,  IS 
will  also  be  computed  upon  the  local  assessment  of  1930,  and 
upon  the  local  assessment  as  of  June  IS,  1931.  This  pro  vis 
was  considered  advisable  as  a  means  of  avoiding  any  but  a  i 
mote  possibility  of  t*ie  tax  base  not  being  definitely  determined 
the  time  any  installment  of  the  State  tax  should  become  di 
in  the  event  of  complications  attending  the  assessment  of  soi 
municipal  tax  as  of  June  IS  which  could  not  be  adjusted  bef 
October  IS  of  the  same  year. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  beneficial  results  anticipated  fr 
the  enactment  of  this  legislation  will  be  fully  realized  imr 
diately.  In  fact  the  revenue  from  the  direct  State  tax  in  1!! 
will  decrease  by  approximately  $100,000  as  a  result  of  this  chan 
in  the  law.  It  will  require  some  time,  perhaps  several  years,  i 
the  advantages  of  improved  local  valuations  and  moderate  ral 
to  be  thoroughly  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  authi 
ities  of  the  several  municipalities.  Reforms  of  this  character  <i 
necessarily  slow  of  accomplishment,  but  this  change  in  the  1; 
has  unquestionably  removed  one  of  the  great  obstacles  to  i 
proved  valuations  that  has  existed  in  this  State  since  the  amoii 
of  the  direct  State  tax  was  first  left  to  the  determination 
local  assessors  in  1905. 

Receipts  from  the  direct  state  tax  in  1929  were  $1,238,773. 
and  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1930,  $1,265,432.89,  as  Vi 
appear  by  reference  to  Table  I.  What  the  receipts  in  1931  woi 
have  been  had  not  the  law  been  changed  could  not  b^  foretc 
with  accuracy,  as  the  installment  due  October  ISth  of  that  yc 
would  have  been  based  upon  the  local  assessed  valuation  of  t 
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several  cities  and  towns  as  of  June  15th,  1931,  as  yet  undeter- 
mined. Under  the  new  law,  however,  it  is  possible  to  determine 
with  substantial  accuracy  the  receipts  from  the  direct  State  tax 
in  1931,  as  the  computation  will  be  based  upon  the  amount  of 
taxes  locally  assessed  in  1930. 

These  figures  may  be  of  interest:  The  net  local  tax  for  1930, 
according  to  returns  made  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
by  the  local  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  in  that 
year,  aggregated  $27,694,394.87,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
Table  VI.  The  direct  State  tax  for  1931,  computed  upon  this  base 
at  the  rate  of  four  and  one-quarter  per  cent,  will  be  $1,177,011.78. 
Comparing  this  with  the  receipts  of  $1,265,432.89  in  1930,  the 
revenue  to  the  State  from  this  source  in  1931  will  be  reduced  by 
approximately  $88,421.1-1. 

The  Corporate  Ezoest  Tax 

The  amount  of  corporate  excess  taxes  assessed  shows  a  slight 
falling  oif  in  both  the  years  1929  and  1930  from  the  correspond- 
ing previous  year.  The  decreases  in  both  instances  were  small 
and  unimportant  from  the  revenue  standpoint,  but  serve  to 
emphasize  the  statement  repeatedly  made  in  these  reports  that 
this  source  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  produce  addi- 
tional revenue  in  any  substantial  amount. 

The  total  number  of  returns  filed  by  manufacturing,  mercan- 
tile and  business  corporations  in  1929  was  3829.  A  corporate  ex- 
cess tax  was  assessed  against  3055  of  this  number  and  the  mini- 
mum franchise  tax  only  against  709.  There  were  268  returns 
which  indicated  a  tax  upon  corporate  excess  not  large  enough 
to  absorb  the  minimum  tax  and  a  franchise  tax  in  an  amount 
sufficient  to  bring  the  total  up  to  the  minimum  fixed  by  law  was 
added.  A  franchise  tax  was  also  assessed  against  681  corpora- 
tions filing  no  returns.  In  practically  all  of  these  latter  cases  it 
is  the  apparent  intent  of  the  corporation  officials  to  refrain  from 
paying  the  franchise  tax,  and  thus  take  advantage  of  the  clause 
in  the  franchise  and  minimum  tax  provision  whi<;Ji  automatically 
dissolves  a  corporation  liable  to  the  franchise  tax  which  neg- 
lects to  pay  the  same  for  three  years. 
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In  1930  the  total  number  of  corporations  filing  returns  ^ 
4010,  or  181  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  A  corporate  ex( 
tax  was  assessed  against  3076,  or  21  more  than  in  1929,  an 
franchise  tax  only  was  assessed  against  743,  or  34  more  than  in 
previous  year.  There  were  297  against  which  both  a  corporate 
cess  and  franchise  tax  was  assessed  in  order  to  bring  the  ass< 
naent  up  to  the  minimum  amount  fixed  by  law,  and  this  gr» 
also  showed  an  increase,  29,  over  the  year  1929. 

The  receipts  from  the  corporate  excess  tax  in  1930  amoun 
to  $1,244,618.83.  The  amount  of  revenue  from  this  source 
continued  within  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  the  million  an* 
quarter  mark  for  the  past  eight  years.  The  receipts  from 
franchise  and  minimum  tax  showed  slight  increases  from  y 
to  year  with  one  or  two  exceptions  up  to  1928,  in  which  year  tl 
more  than  doubled,  and  have  continued  to  increase  from  t 
point.  The  sum  of  $73,067.84  was  paid  in  franchise  taxes  in  IS 

The  revenue  received  from  the  corporate  excess  tax  will 
doubtedly  show  a  falling  off  in  1931,  as  the  tax  base  is  promp 
affected  by  general  business  conditions  and  reflects  them  t< 
considerable  extent.  The  tax  base  is,  however,  composed  o 
number  of  elements,  among  which  are  some  with  great  stabil 
of  value,  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  the  reduction  in  reveii 
will  indicate  the  full  extent  of  the  business  depression  of   : 
year  1930. 

Ratable  Liabilities  of  Corporations 

The  powers  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  in  determ 
ing  what  factors  should  be  considered  in  arriving  at  full  ratal 
valuation  in  assessing  manufacturing,  mercantile  and  busini 
corporations  liable  to  the  State  tax  on  corporate  excess,  w< 
broadened  by  an  amendment  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
1930.  The  language  of  the  section  of  the  law  governing  t 
matter  has  remained  practically  unchanged  since  the  enactm<: 
of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912.  As  originally  drafted  it  was  found  woi 
able  at  the  time,  and  for  several  years  seemed  to  allow  the  Bo< 
all  the  latitude  necessary  to  accomplish  an  equitable  valuatii 
and  assessment  as  between  different  corporations  of  this  cla 
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Of  late  years,  however,  due  to  changed  methods  of  accounting 
and  the  appearance  upon  balance  sheets,  prepared  by  professional 
•accountants,  of  terminology  unknown  or  at  least  very  unusual 
in  ordinary  business  bookkeeping  prior  to  the  advent  of  the 
Federal  corporation  income  tax  and  the  personal  income  tax 
laws  of  various  state  governments,  it  frequently  became  some- 
what difficult  to  determine,  under  the  statutory  restrictions  then 
in  force,  whether  certain  items  found  in  the  liability  column  of 
a  corporation  tax  return  could  properly  and  with  warrant  in  law- 
be  treated  as  ratable  in  determining  full  valuation  for  purposes 
of  State  taxation. 

The  experience  of  the  Board  in  handling  corporation  tax  re- 
turns over  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years  convinced  it  that 
many  of  these  entries,  appearing  under  terms  the  purport 
of  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated  in  1912,  were  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  ratable  liabilities  and  should  be  so  treated; 
but  under  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  original  law  it  was  fre- 
quently impossible  for  the  Board  to  justify  itself  in  including 
them  in  the  calculation.  The  Board  thus  often  found  itself  con- 
fronted with  the  necessity,  in  order  to  arrive  at  an  equitable 
assessment,  of  employing  some  other  means  of  fixing  valuations 
in  such  an  amount  as  it  was  clearly  indicated,  by  all  conditions  sur- 
rounding the  affairs  of  a  corporation,  that  they  should  be  fixed.  To 
allow  the  Board  the  latitude  which  this  situation  seemed  to 
make  necessary,  the  General  Assembly  in  1930  conferred  author- 
ity upon  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  to  consider  as  ratable 
liabilities  such  factors  as  indebtedness  representing  dividends 
declared,  salaries  or  bonuses  unpaid,  reserves  for  taxes,  and  any 
other  indebtedness  bv  whatever  term  described  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  should  be  included  in  arriving  at  a  full 
ratable  valuation. 


Gross  Earnings  Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations 

The  total  amount  of  revenue  received  from  this  source  shows 
a  moderate  gain-^30,989.45— in  1930  over  1929. 

Express  companies,  steamboat  and  ferry  boat  companies, 
steam  and  electric  railroads  and  street  railways  show  a  decline, 
while  dining,   sleeping,   chair   and   parlor  car  companies,  tele- 
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graph,  telephone  and  cable  companies,  and  gas,  water,  electric 
lighting,  heating  and  power  companies  show  an  increase.  The 
largest  gains  were  made  by  the  gas,  water  and  electric  lighting, 
heating  and  power  companies. 

The  provisions  under  which  the  gross  earnings  tax  is  imposed 
upon  public  service  transportation  corporations  were  made  to 
apply  to  toll  bridge  corporations  under  a  special  act  passed  in 
1929.  The  necessity  for  this  legislation  arose  by  reason  of  the 
construction  of  the  Mount  Hope  Bridge  connecting  the 
Island  of  Rhode  Island  with  the  mainland  at  Bristol.  Barring 
such  a  provision  in  the  law,  toll  bridge  corporations  would  have 
fallen  naturally  within  the  class  of  business  corporations  sub- 
ject to  the  State  tax  upon  corporate  excess  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  on  each  $100.  It  was  the  judgment  of  the  legislature,  how- 
ever, that  the  nature  of  the  enterprise  and  the  fact  that  the  tolls 
are  subject  to  regulation  by  the  Public  Utilities  Commission, 
classed  it  logically  as  a  public  service  transportation  corporation, 
and  therefore  properly  liable  to  a  tax  measured  by  gross  earn- 
ings at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent.  This  tax  was  assessed  for  the 
first  time  in  1930,  and  yielded  the  sum  of  $460.46. 

From  present  indications  it  is  anticipated  that  the  revenue 
from  these  sources  may  be  substantially  less  in  1931  than  for  the 
previous  year. 


and  Participation  Accounts 

Receipts  from  the  tax  on  savings  and  participation  accounts 
in  savings  banks,  state  banks  and  trust  companies  show  a  gain 
in  1929  over  1928  of  $44,442.14.  While  this  represents  a  substan- 
tial sum  it  is  nevertheless  the  smallest  increase  since  1919. 

The  revenue  from  this  source  in  1930  was  $1,397,586.52,  or 
$12,600.27  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  first  de- 
crease  in  revenue  from  this  source  that  has  occurred  since 
records  have  been  kept  by  this  department.  The  revenue  re- 
ceived in  1929  was  $1,410,186.79,  and  was  the  largest  amount 
ever  received,  while  the  receipts  for  1930  were  the  second 
largest.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  this  tendency  to  decrease  mani- 
fested in  1930  will  continue,  and  a  moderate  gain  is  expected 
in  1931. 
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The  tax  on  interest-bearing  deposits  in  national  banks  shows 
a  falling  oflF  of  $800.52  in  1929  from  the  previous  year,  and  a 
further  decline  of  $2,823.34  in  1930.  The  falling  off  in  1929  was 
due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  one  savings  institution,  which  con- 
tributed substantially  to  the  state  revenues  in  1928,  liquidated  its 
affairs  before  the  1929  tax  on  interest-bearing  deposits  accrued. 
The  revenue  received  from  this  source  in  1929  and  1930  was 
$53,002.12  and  $50,178.78  respectively.  No  further  decline  in  this 
revenue  is  anticipated  in  1931. 

Estate  and  Inheritance  Taxes  by  Cities  and  Towns 

Table  V  gives  detailed  statistics  of  the  net  estate  and  inheri- 
tance taxes,  not  including  taxes  assessed  under  the  80  per  cent 
credit  clause  of  the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926.  The  amounts 
given  in  this  table  are  the  amounts  which  normally  would  have 
been  assessed  under  our  State  law  if  advantage  of  the  80  per 
cent  credit  clause  had  not  been  taken.  Table  III  gives  the  total 
amount  of  estate  and  inheritance  taxes  assessed,  that  is,  includ- 
ing the  additional  amounts  assessed  because  of  the  credit  pro- 
vision of  the  Federal  law.  The  amounts  received  under  this  pro- 
vision are  at  times  very  substantial,  and  indicate  how  moderate 
the  rates  imposed  by  this  State  on  net  estates  and  inheritances 
were  when  uninfluenced  by  the  Federal  law. 

The  taxes  assessed  under  the  provisions  of  our  law  which 
increase  the  rates  to  an  extent  that  results  in  the  assessment 
of  a  tax  equal  to  80  per  cent  of  the  Federal  exaction  amounted 
to  $74,874.01  in  1928,  $2,872,945.26  in  1929  and  $889,263.97  in  1930. 
In  considering  this  subject  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  such 
revenue  as  is  received  under  these  provisions  of  our  estate  and 
inheritance  tax  law  are  not  available  for  appropriations  for  current 
expenses,  but  must  be  applied  first  to  sinking  fund  requirements 
and  the  balance,  if  any,  may  from  time  to  time  be  applied  in  the 
discretion  of  the  general  treasurer  to  the  purchase  of  outstand- 
ing state  bonds  on  a  yield  basis  of  not  less  than  4  per  cent. 

The  distribution  of  estate  and  inheritance  taxes  by  cities  and 
towns  is,  as  is  to  be  expected,  irregular  from  year  to  year,  but 
taken  over  a  period  of  several  years  it  compares  roughly  with 
the  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  municipalities.  A  single 
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large  estate  becoming  taxable  in  any  one  year  changes  aJ 
percentages  of  local  distribution  and,  except  for  the  pro\ 
segregating  to  specific  purposes  all  the  revenue  obtaine< 
cause  of  the  additional  rates  imposed  to  take  advantajge  o 
80  per  cent  credit  clause,  would  also  cause  a  considerably  gr 
fluctuation  in  the  revenue  available  for  current  expenses. 

Experience,  at  least  so  far,  indicates  that  with  the  limita 
on  expenditure  as  above  rioted,  fluctuations  in  revenue  fron 
source  are  not  disturbing. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  the  number  of  estates  filin  ; 
turns,  the  number  assessed  and  the  number  not  liable  to  a 
the  number  of  estates  upon  which  the  tax  has  not  been  d : 
mined,  and  the  amount  of  tax  imposed  at  different  rates  . 
upon  net  estates  and  transfers,  not  including  the  taxes  assi  i 
under  the  provisions  enacted  to  take  advantage  of  the  8C 
cent  credit  clause  of  the  Federal  law. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a  comparatively  small  amount  of 
was  assessed  on  net  estates  at  one-half  of  one  per  cent  in  ! 
1929  and  1930.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  these  estates  c 
under  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  in  effect  before  the  net  e  ; 
tax  rate  was  increased  to  one  per  cent  on  April  26th,  192o 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  accompanying  table,  together  i 
Tables  III  and  V,  have  reference  to  the  amounts  of  taxes 
sessed,  while  Table  I-a  is  a  summary  of  receipts.  The  discrepn 
between  the  amounts  assessed  and  the  amounts  received  du: 
a  given  period  is  more  marked  in  connection  with  estate  and 
heritance  taxes  than  is  the  case  with  any  other  groups  of  t; 
assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  principally  for 
reason  that  the  date  of  actual  payment  frequently  has  little 
.lation  to  the  date  upon  which  an  assessment  is  certified,  o 
times  being  delayed  several  months  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
quently  being  anticipated  by  substantial  deposits  made  in 
vance  of  the  actual  assessment    for   the    purpose    of   relea: 
securities  belonging  to  an  estate  and  facilitating  their  tran 
by  executors,  administrators  or  trustees. 

No  very  serious  difficulties  in  administering  the  law  have  1: 
encountered.  It  is  not  always  possible,  however,  to  antici] 
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the  action  of  the  Federal  authorities  with  respect  to  ei 
ations  or  exemptions  allowed,  and  at  times,  there  are  s 
differences  in  these  respects  between  the  two  assessin 
ities.  As  our  law  requires  that  the  assessment  shall  be  < 
to  80  per  cent  of  the  Federal  levy,  but  no  greater,  it  is  s 
necessary  to  readjust  values  originally  fixed  in  order  1 
with  this  provision  of  the  law.  These  readjustments  a 
difficult  as  would  naturally  be  supposed,  and  no  serio 
or  annoyances  have  been  experienced  up  to  the  pre 
because  of  the  necessity  for  such  adjustments. 

An  amendment  to  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law  passed 
of  interest  only  from  a  fiscal  standpoint.  When  additic 
were  imposed  to  take  advantage  of  the  80  per  cent  ere 
of  the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926,  provision  was  n 
all  receipts  from  these  special  rates  should  be  segreg 
instead  of  being  subject  to  appropriation  by  the  Genera 
bly  for  current  expenditures,  should  be  applied  eitht 
reduction  of  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State  "du 
fiscal  year,"  or  to  the  purchase  of  newly  issued  bo: 
change  in  the  date  of  closing  the  fiscal  year  from  Nover 
to  June  30th  made  it  advisable  to  modify  the  provision 
ing  the  application  of  these  funds  to  sinking  fund  requin 
a  given  fiscal  year,  and  this  provision  was  broadened  so 
any  receipts  available  for  this  purpose  during  the  last  si: 
of  any  fiscal  year  will  continue  to  be  so  available  dt 
ensuing  six  months,  or  until  the  close  of  the  calendar 

Property  Subject  to  Power  of  Appointment 

The  estate  and  inheritance  tax  law,  originally  ^enactec 
and  redrafted  in  1926,  was  again  recast  and  reenacted 
No  changes  in  rates  or  exemptions  are  made  in  the  prese 
but  numerous  alterations  to  facilitate  administration  we 
by  experience  to  be  desirable  and  it  was  deemed  expe 
redraft  the  entire  chapter. 

The  recommendation  made  by  the  Board  in  its  previot 
for  an  amendment  to  the  provision  relating  to  trusts,  t 
with  the  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
vocable  trusts  are  taxable  where  the  donor  holds  the  p 
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revoke  up  to  the  date  of  death,  was  incorporated  in  the  redraft. 
A  change  of  probably  greater  importance,  however,  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island 
in  1928  in  the  case  of  Van  Alen  vs.  Bliss,  et   al. 

In  construing  the  inheritance  tax  law  in  a  previous  case  the 
court  followed  the  Massachusetts  doctrine,  and  upheld  the  right 
of  the  state  to  impose  a  legacy  or  succession  tax  upon  the  trans- 
fer of  property  subject  to  power  of  appointment,  against  the 
donee  of  the  power,  for  the  reason  that  by  his  conduct,  in  either 
appointing  or  failing  to  appoint,  there  had  been  a  transfer  of 
possession  by  the  donee.  The  court,  however,  commented  strong- 
ly upon  the  apparently  arbitrary  nature  of  the  assessment  and 
the  inequity  of  subjecting  the  donee's  own  estate  to  the  payment 
of  a  tax,  imposed  upon  a  transfer  of  property  not  actually  be- 
longing to  him,  with  the  possibility  of  exhausting  his  estate  to  meet 
such  payment.  In  1926,  therefore,  an  attempt  was  made  to  meet 
this  objection  by  amending  the  law  in  respect  to  such  transfers, 
whereby  it  was  provided  that  property  subject  to  power  of  ap- 
pointment should  be  taxed  "as  property  belonging  to  the  donor 
of  the  power."  Acting  under  this  amendment  the  Board,  in  levy- 
ing its  assessment  on  the  Van  Alen  estate,  imposed  the  tax 
against  the  estate  of  the  donee  as  formerly,  contending  that  the 
expression  in  the  amended  act,  "taxed  as  property  belonging  to 
the  donor  of  the  power,"  referred  simply  to  the  rate  of  tax  and 
the  amount  of  exemption,  and  not  to  the  estate  against  which 
the  assessment  was  to  be  made. 

This  construction  of  the  amendment  was  rejected  (by  the 
court,  which  held  that  the  transfer  could  not  be  taxed  to  the 
donee's  estate,  since  the  legislative  intent,  as  expressed  in  the 
1926  amendment,  was  to  abandon  the  legal  fiction  of  consider- 
ing appointed  property  as  the  donee's  property  and  to  tax  the 
same  as  the  donor's  property. 

The  1929  amendment  reverts  to  the  original  policy  of  taxing 
property  subject  to  power  of  appointment  to  the  donee  of  the 
power,  which  method  the  court  has  upheld,  but  with  the  addi- 
tional provisos  that  the  relationship  of  the  beneficiary  to  the 
donor  and  not  the  donee  of  the  power  shall  determine  the  rate 
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of  tax  and  exemption,  and  that  the  appointed  proper 
subject  to  a  lien  for  the  payment  of  a  proportionate  ] 
taxes  assessed.  The  latter  proviso,  we  believe,  mee 
jection  of  the  court  in  respect  to  the  arbitrary  nat 
assessment,  by  removing  the  possibility  of  exhausting 
estate  of  a  decedent  to  meet  the  payment  of  a  ta: 
against  property  over  which  he  may  have  exercised  i 
appointment,  but  which  in  reality  never  constituted  ] 
estate  for  probate  administration. 

Marine  Insurance  Companies 

A  change  in  the  method  of  taxing  certain  insur 
panies,  made  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1929,  is  of 
nificance  as  it  is  a  radical  departure  from  the  practice 
employed  up  to  that  time  in  this  State.  Heretofore  all 
companies  have  been  subject  to  a  tax  of  two  per  ce 
mium  receipts  less  certain  deductions,    following    tl 
which  is  standard  in  most  of  the  states.  The  new  law 
marine  insurance  only  and  embodies  the  idea  advanc 
Marine  Underwriters'  Association  of  New  York  an 
adopted  by  Congress  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  ] 
entirely  the  basis  of  taxation  from  premium  receipt: 
of  five  per  cent  on  marine  profits.  The  eifect  is  pra 
wipe  out  all  state  income  from  marine  underwritings, 
new  law  was  made  to  apply  to  business  written  ir 
State  has  been  obliged  to  refund  about  $2,000  in  tax 
paid.  It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  the  change  in  m 
have  no  material  eifect  on  the  revenue  of  the  State,  ; 
it  is  limited  to  marine  underwritings. 

Local  Assessed  Valuations 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  Table  X  w 
particular  interest  at  this  time.  This  table  gives  the  ; 
sessed  valuations  of  all  classes  of  property  in  the  sev 
and  towns  and  for  the  State  for  each  of  the  ten  years, 
inclusive. 

Under  economic  conditions  such  as  exist  at  pr* 
which  have  prevailed  for  the  past  year  or  more,  a  peri 
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which  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  values  affecting  practically 
every  class  of  property,  it  is  well  to  examine  the  general  trend 
of  property  values  as  reflected  by  the  local  assessed  valuations 
of  the  various  classes  during  the  decennium. 

For  the  State  as  a  whole  every  class  of  property  has  increased 
in  valuation  substantially  during  the  period  under  discussion. 
The  valuation  of  land  has  increased  $81,882,596  or  slightly  more 
than  38  per  cent,  buildings  and  improvements  have  increased 
$247,945,543  or  61.6  per  cent,  tangible  personal  property  $24,- 
<438,794  or  12.27  per  cent  and  intangible  property  $66,291,153  or 
35.45  per  cent. 

The  land  valuation  for  the  State  increased  each  year,  with  the 
smallest  increase,  $2,089,296,  in  1922  and  the  largest,  $21,043,527, 
in  1927.  The  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements  showed  a 
substantial  and  steady  annual  increase  from  1921  to  1926  in 
which  year  the  largest  annual  increase,  $34,873,567,  is  shown. 
From  then  on  a  decline  in  the  rate  of  increase  takes  place, 
gradual  at  first,  but  becoming  pronounced  in  1930  when  the  in- 
crease over  the  preceding  year  was  $19,074,401. 

The  total  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  shows  wide 
variations,  increasing  in  one  year  twelve  or  thirteen  millions  and 
in  another  losing  three  and  one-half  millions,  with  a  net  result 
for  the  ten-year  period  of  an  average  annual  increase  of  less 
than  IVt  per  cent.  Losses  were  shown  in  only  two  years,  how- 
ever, $2,591,040  in  1928  and  $3,419,259  in  1930. 

Local  valuations  of  intangible  property  show,  as  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, the  most  violent  fluctuations  of  any  of  the  classifications, 
but  the  net  total  increase  for  the  ten-year  period  of  $66,291,153 
is,  all  things  considered,  substantial.  There  was  a  loss  of  ap- 
proximately sixteen  and  a  half  millions  in  1921  from  the  previ- 
ous year,  a  recovery  of  something  over  fourteen  millions  in 
1922,  a  drop  to  less  than  a  million  increase  in  1923,  a  substantial 
recovery  of  ten  and  one-half  millions  the  next  year,  then  a  loss 
of  approximately  three  millions,  then  a  period  of  successive  re- 
coveries culminating  in  1928  with  an  increase  of  $14,783,858,  the 
largest  for  any  year  of  the  decennium. 
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In  1925  the  decrease  in  the  total  valuation  of  intangib 
the  previous  year  was  $2,929,944.50,  and  seventeen  muni( 
showed  losses  for  that  year,  the  increases  in  the  other 
two  being  insufficient  to  overcome  the  losses.  The  lar 
crease  for  this  year  in  any  city  or  town  was  $3,439,550, 
municipality  shows  a  net  decrease  in  the  valuation  of  int 
for  the  ten-year  period. 

Total  local  property  valuations  for  the  State  increas 
$1,003,308,119  in  1921  to  $1,423,866,205  in  1930,  indicatii 
increase  for  the  ten-year  period    of   $420,558,086,    or 
mately  42  per  cent.  This  total  includes  property  of  vetei 
those  who  because  of  extreme  poverty  are  unable  to 
tax  which  is  exempted  to  the  extent  of  $4,646,542,  so 
total  local  assessed  valuation  of  the  State  in  1930  upon 
tax  was  levied  was  $1,419,219,663. 

The  significance  of  this  figure  representing  the  total 
property  locally  assessed  may  be  better  appreciated  wl 
stated  that  it  indicates  a  valuation  on  a  square  mile 
$1,330,102.77  per  square  mile. 

The  analysis  of  Table  X  by  cities  and  towns  is  noi 
couraging  as  for  the  State  as  a  whole.  It  discloses  tl 
values  in  five  municipalities  have  decreased  since  1921, 
personal  property  values  have  decreased  in  four,  and  in 
property  values  in  fifteen.  Buildings  and  improvements  c 
the  only  classification  which  shows  an  increase  in  all  mu 
ties  for  the  ten-year  period. 

The  shrinkage  in  land  values  in  all  cases  is  very  smal 
most  instances,  if  not  all,  is  apparent  rather  than  real 
due  to  adjustments  of  valuations  between  land  and  buildi 
improvements.  In  all  but  one  of  the  municipalities  shov 
creases  in  the  valuation  of  land,  the  increases  in  the  v 
of  buildings  and  improvements  are  substantial. 

The   losses  in  the  valuation  of  tangible   personalty 
large  in  any  case,  and  in  only  one  municipality  is  the  pei 
of  loss  serious,  but  in  all  cases  the  losses  have  been  si 
with  some  degree  of  regularity  for  several  years. 
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The  falling  off  in  the  valuation  of  intangible  property  in  fifteen 
municipalities  is  worthy  of  note.  The  decreases  occur  in  both 
cities  and  towns.  Some  of  them  are  recent  and  probably  due  to 
the  sharp  decline  in  security  values,  but  others  are  progressive 
and  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  an  over-valuation  in  some  years 
in  the  past,  which  does  not  seem  likely,  or  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  local  assessors  to  make  a  vigorous  and  continual  search 
for  this  class  of  property.  There  are  several  considerations  which 
may  account  for  a  lack  of  energy  in  this  regard  on  the  part  of 
local  assessors.  It  is  well  known  that  a  number  of  local  boards 
are  not  properly  equipped  or  paid  a  compensation  sufficient  to 
stimulate  any  great  amount  of  enthusiasm,  and  under  the  old 
law  imposing  an  ad  valorem  State  tax  on  municipalities  of  nine 
cents  or  more  on  each  $100  of  valuation  the  net  return  to  the 
locality  from  the  40-cent  rate  on  each  $100  of  valuation  of  in- 
tangibles was  so  small  that  local  assessors  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  seek  out  a  tax  base  from  which  the  State  would  re- 
ceive more  than  one-fifth  of  the  revenue  derived  from  it.  Under 
the  new  law  which  goes  into  effect  in  1931  this  difficulty  is  re- 
moved, and  the  State  will  exact  the  same  percentage  of  all  tax 
revenue  received — four  and  one-quarter  per  cent.  This  should 
tend  to  result  in  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  this  class  of  prop- 
erty locally  assessed. 

One  town.  West  Greenwich,  has  a  lower  tax  rate  than  it  did 
ten  years  ago.  Four  municipalities  have  had  the  same  tax  rate 
for  the  ten-year  period,  New  Shoreham  and  Westerly  maintain- 
ing the  maximum  rate  allowed  by  law  for  real  estate  and  tan- 
gible personalty — $2.50  on  each  $100 — since  1921. 

Lincoln  maintained  a  $2.00  rate  for  nine  years  and  increased 
it  to  $2.10  in  1930  and  Charlestown  has  maintained  a  rate  oi 
$1.25  for  the  last  six  years.  Two  towns  have  rates  as  low  as 
$1.20  and  four  municipalities  imposed  the  maximum  rate  in 
1930,  while  one  escaped  by  the  narrow  margin  of  two  cents, 
imposing  a  rate  of  $2.48. 

Exemptions  from  Taxation 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  the  subject  of  tax  exemp- 
tion should  be  given  serious  consideration  by  the  General  As- 
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sembly.  There  are  no  provisions  of  our  tax  laws  more  open  to 
abuse  than  those  providing  for  tax  exemption.  They  are  couched 
in  such  general  terms  that  the  meaning  is  often  obscure  and 
they  lend  themselves  very  readily  to  exploitation.  A  vote  by  the 
governing  body  of  some  organization  or  association,  or  even  a 
mere  bookkeeping  entry,  may  suffice  to  place  property  on  the 
tax  exempt  list  without  changing  in  any  way  either  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  body  was  created  or  its  activities. 

Property  once  enjoying  exemption  seldom,  if  ever,  returns  to 
the  tax  list,  and  as  there  are  no  provisions  in  our  law  requiring 
the  return  to  the  taxing  authorities  of  the  amount  of  property 
held  or  the  use  to  which  it  is  applied,  once  the  exemption  is 
granted,  there  is  no  way  of  ascertaining  how  much  property  is 
untaxed  or  whether  it  is  being  continuously  used  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  originally  relieved  from  bearing  its  share 
of  the  cost  of  government. 

The  general  laws  define,  or  are  intended  to  define,  a  general 
policy  of  exemption,  but  amendments  have  been  added  from 
time  to  time  as  occasion  seemed  to  require  so  that  now  the 
original  policy,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  is  no  longer  ap- 
parent. The  terms  religious,  charitable  and  educational  may  have 
had  a  perfectly  definite  and  generally  understood  meaning  as 
originally  used  in  the  general  laws,  but  this  is  no  longer  the 
case  and  taxing  authorities  are  confronted  with  the  task  of  de- 
termining whether  the  dissemination  of  certain  information  or 
misinformation,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  a  religious  activity,  edu- 
cational, or  merely  propaganda.  Upon  the  determination  of  such 
questions  frequently  depends  the  taxability  of  considerable 
amounts  of  property.  This  criticism  may  appear  to  some  as 
merely  captious,  but  the  wide  field  that  these  terms — religious, 
charitable  and  educational — may  be  made  to  cover  in  the  hands 
of  the  intellectually  alert  is  surprising,  even  to  practical  tax  ad- 
ministrators;  and  taken  in  connection  with  the  exemption  pro- 
vision embracing  "the  property,  real  and  personal,  held  for  or 
by  any  fraternal  corporation,  association  or  body  created  to 
build  and  maintain  a  building  or  buildings  for  its  meetings  or 
the  meetings  of  the  general  assembly  of  its  members,  or  sub- 
ordinate bodies  of  such  fraternity,  and  for  the  accommodation 
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of  other  fraternal  bodies  or  associations,  the  entire  net  income 
of  which  real  and  personal  property  is  exclusively  applied  or  to 
be  used  to  build,  furnish  and  maintain  an  asylum  or  asylums,  a 
home  or  homes,  a  school  or  schools,  for  the  free  education  or 
relief  of  the  members  of  such  fraternity,  or  for  the  relief,  sup- 
port and  care  of  worthy  and  indigent  members  of  the  fraternity, 
their  wives,  widows  or  orphans" — with  the  absence  of  any  defin- 
ing of  the  terms  "fraternal  corporation,"  "indigent,"  or 
"worthy,"  and  without  fixing  the  responsibility  of  determining 
indigence  or  worthiness  upon  anybody — it  is  either  a  very  un- 
usual or  indolent  fraternity,  association  or  body  which  does  not 
file  a  claim  for  exemption. 

The  policy  of  tax  exemption  is  a  legislative,  not  a  departmental 
function,  and  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  does  not  intend 
or  wish  to  exert  any  influence  in  its  determination.  It  desires 
merely  to  have  a  law  provided  under  which  the  right  to  exemp- 
tion may  be  definitely  determined  by  taxing  officials,  to  the  end 
that  the  legislative  intent  may  be  carried  out. 

The  law  requires  that  all  persons  or  bodies  corporate  owning 
taxable  property  shall  annually  make  a  sworn  statement  of  all 
their  ratable  estate  to  the  local  assessing:  authorities,  and  if  they 
fail  or  neglect  to  make  such  return  they  shall  have  no  remedy 
if  overtaxed.  Persons  or  bodies  corporate  owning  only  exempt 
property  are,  with  a  few  minor  exceptions,  not  required  to  make 
any  return.  Therefore,  those  who  are  contributing  to  the  cost 
of  government  are  required  by  law  to  inform  local  assessors  oi 
all  their  ratable  estate,  while  those  who  contribute  nothing  are 
excused  from  this  formality  and  are  not  required  to  give  any 
information,  either  as  to  the  amount  or  use  of  exempt  property, 
to  anvbodv. 

Exemption  from  taxation  is  in  effect  a  subsidy,  and  the  exemp- 
tion of  any  property  from  taxation  imposes  the  burden  thus 
lifted  upon  the  remaining  taxable  property  in  the  jurisdiction. 
No  matter  what  the  reason  for  exemption  may  be,  whether  good 
or  bad;  the  fact  still  remains  that  the  taxable  property  must 
carry  an  additional  burden,  and  it  seems  both  reasonable  and 
just  that  those  who  receive  the  benefit  should  at  least  be  re- 
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some  adequate  special  reason  or  reasons  not  included  in  the 
general  scheme  of  exemption. 

The  amount  of  property  returned  to  this  Board  by  the  local 
assessors  as  exempt  from  local  taxation  in  1912  was  $58,962,406. 
In  1930  the  amount  had  increased  to  $165,444,106.  These  figures 
represent  property  under  all  four  classifications  upon  which  a 
valuation  was  fixed  by. the  local  assessors. 

As  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  Table  VIII  this  property  is 
exempt  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Publicly  owned  property  in 
1930,  exclusive  of  public  schools,  aggregated  approximately  $72,- 
000,000  according  to  the  assessors'  valuation,  of  which  two- 
thirds  was  owned  by  the  municipalities,  one-fourth  by  the  state 
and  about  one-twelfth  by  the  Federal  government.  Public  school 
property  is  represented  in  Table  VIII  in  the  total  of  $33,075,022 
devoted  to  educational  purposes.  It  may  be  assumed  for  pur- 
poses of  comparison,  however,  that  with  public  schools  included, 
the  valuation  of  publicly  owned  property  is  approximately  one- 
half  the  total  valuation  of  exempt  property  returned  in  1930. 

Of  the  privately  owned  exempt  property  as  shown  by  Table 
VIII,  property  used  for  religious  purposes  heads  the  list  with 
$22,601,425.  Hospital  property  comes  next  with  $14,377,191. 
Property  exempt  by  charter,  $6,729,315,  property  exempt  by 
vote  of  the  city  or  town,  $5,940,195  and  veterans'  exemptions, 
$4,534,440  follow  in  the  order  named.  Burial  grounds  are  ex- 
empted on  a  valuation  of  $2,348,873.  These  items,  together  with 
a  number  of  private  educational  institutions,  exemptions  to  pro- 
fessors of  Brown  University,  property  of  military  organizations, 
a  few  private  libraries  and  persons  who  by  reason  of  poverty 
are  unable  to  pay  the  tax,  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  privately 
owned  property  exempted  from  local  taxation  in  1930.  Only 
$4,000  of  forest  property  is  exempt  under  the  re-forestation  act. 

This  total,  $165,444,106,  by  no  means  represents  all  the  prop- 
erty or  wealth  in  Rhode  Island  exempt  from  the  payment  of 
any  tax  whatever.  Leaving  out  of  consideration  for  the  time 
being  local  investments  in  bonds  and  other  obligations  of  the 
Federal  government  and  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the  ex- 
tent of  which  is  indeterminable  but  unquestionably  large,  there 
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are  very  substantial  amounts  of  intangible  personal 
in  the  hands  of  corporations  and  associations  of  an  eleei 
character,  the  total  value  of  which  cannot  be  even  appr    i 
and  which  the  local  assessors,  having  no  knowledge      I 
upon  which  to  place  a  valuation,  cannot  list.  Hardly  a  s    i 
the  general  assembly  has  been  held  since  the  creatio 
department  in  1912  that  has  not  witnessed  the  passag 
cial  acts  exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  persor    I 
of  organizations  engaged    in    activities    of    this    char    : 
amounts  aggregating  from  several  thousands  to  several 
of  dollars.  These  organizations  as  a  rule  make  no  retui 
local  assessors  of  the  amount  of  property  owned  or  f 
by  them;  they  are  entirely  exempt  under  the  law,  and  i 
ation  the  assessors  may  set  out  against  them  on  the  U  : 
based  purely  upon  guesswork;  and  rarely,  indeed,  do     i 
tax  rolls  contain  any  entry  to  indicate  that  such  a  thir  ; 
tangible  holdings  by  such  organizations  exists. 

A  survey  of  the  acts  and  resolves  of  the  general  a 
from   1912  to   1930  inclusive  indicates  that  over  one     i 
special  acts  exempting  the  property  of  corporations,  assc  : 
and  other  organized  activities  from  taxation  have  beei 
during  this  period.  While  in  the  majority  of  these  the  m 
amount  of  the  exemption  to  which  the  organization 
entitled  is  stated,  there  are  many  acts  in  which  the  e: 
the  exemption  is  not  stated,  and  in  these  cases  the  am 
exempt  property  that  may  be  held  is  unlimited.  In  nearl  , 
these  acts  the  exemption  applies  to  all  classes  of  proper; ; 
ings,  real  and  personal,  and  while  it  may  be  possible  t( 
mine  with  the  necessary  amount  of  effort  the  extent  i 
estate  and  tangible  personalty  holdings  of  these  organi : 
the  extent  of  their  intangible  holdings  can  only  be   su  i 

Soldiers'  Exemptions 

The  "Soldiers'  Exemption    Act"    so-called,    which    hai 
amended  from  time  to  time  by  extending  its  provisions 
veterans  of  various  wars  and  expeditions  in  which  the 
States  has  been  engaged  since  the  war  of  the  rebellion, 
went  a  further  amendment  in  1930  of  so  extensive  a  natu 
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not  only  are  its  provisions  not  fully  understood  by  local  asses- 
sors generally  but  certain  classes  of  beneficiaries  under  the  law 
as  it  previously  existed  may  be  deprived  entirely,  under  a  strict 
interpretation  of  the  law  as  it  stands  today,  of  the  relief  which 
they  formerly  enjoyed. 

It  was  undoubtedly  the  intent  of  the  proponents  of  the  1930 
amendment  to  relieve  the  veterans  and  their  families  from  the 
necessity  of  re-establishing  their  right  to  exemption  by  appear- 
ing before  the  local  boards  of  assessors  each  year.  This  intent 
is  indicated  by  a  new  provision  to  the  effect  that  evidence  of 
the  right  to  exemption,  when  once  presented  to  the  assessors, 
shall  stand  so  long  as  the  legal  residence  of  the  claimant  re- 
mains unchanged.  That  it  was  the  purpose  to  extend  the  ex- 
emption privilege  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  prohibition 
in  the  old  law,  denying  the  right  of  exemption  if  the  property 
individually  or  jointly  held  by  a  veteran  or  his  wife  exceeded 
in  value  the  sum  of  $5,000,  was  omitted  in  drafting  the  amend- 
ment. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  local  assessors  to  interpret  the 
veterans'  exemption  act  liberally,  and  to  exercise  their  discretion 
in  passing  upon  the  qualifications  of  a  claimant  whose  status  as 
an  honorably  discharged  soldier  had  once  been  established,  and 
whose  economic  status  in  the  community  was  well  known.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  under  a  strict  interpretation  of  the 
law  no  veteran  is  entitled  to  exemption  unless  he  shall  "bring  in 
to  the  assessors  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  the  ratable  estate 
owned  or  possessed  by  him,  describing  and  specifying  the  value 
of  every  parcel  of  such  real  and  personal  estate,  at  such  time 
as  they  may  prescribe." 

While  the  amendment  of  1930,  as  stated  above,  did  remove 
the  $5,000  limitation  upon  veterans  otherwise  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion, it  caji  readily  be  appreciated  how  slight  a  bearing  the  re- 
moval of  this  limitation  would  have  upon  the  amount  of  taxes 
veterans  would  actually  be  obliged  to  pay,  if  annual  sworn 
statements  before  the  assessors  were  to  be  required  in  order 
to  qualify  for  any  exemption  at  all.  It  seems  hardly  necessary 
to  supplement  the  foregoing  with  the  reminder  that  all  property 
is  assessable  at  its  full  and  fair  cash  value  under  the  law,  and 
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that  in  actual  practice  assessed  valttations,  where  no  account  is 
rendered,  are  not  no,ted  for  being  excessive. 

There  is  strong  ground  for  the  assumption  that  enforcement 
to  the  letter  of  the  law  regarding  compulsory  returns  would  re- 
sult in  no  exemption  to  those  veterans  who  did  not  render  sworn 
statements,  and  in  such  substantial  increases  in  assessed  valua- 
tion in  the  case  of  many  of  those  veterans  who  did,  that  the 
exemption  limit  of  $1,000  would  in  many  cases  be  absorbed  by 
the  increase,  perhaps  several  times  over. 

Whether  the  law  requiring  compulsory  sworn  statements  is 
strictly  adhered  to  or  not  in  granting  exemptions  to  veterans, 
any  suggestion  that  they  be  relieved  of  this  requirement  by 
law  should  receive  the  closest  scrutiny  and  most  careful  and 
mature  consideration.  There  would  be  grave  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  any  legislative  measure  designed  to  relieve  one 
class  from'  such  requirements  which  are  imposed  upon  other 
taxpayers  generally. 

The  foregoing  deals  with  provisions  obviously  intended  to 
modify  the  soldiers'  exemption  law  in  favor  of  the  veterans. 
There  are,  however,  certain  notable  omissions  in  the  amend- 
ment from  the  law  as  previously  in  force.  For  years  it  has  con- 
tained a  provision  that  in  case  a  soldier  or  sailor  was  possessed 
of  property  of  less  than  $1,000  in  value,  his  wife  should  be 
exempted  on  the  difference  between  the  value  of  her  husband's 
property  and  $1,000;  and  further,  that  where  a  soldier  or  sailor 
possessed  no  property  whatever  the  entire  exemption  of  $1,000 
should  run  to  his  wife.  This  provision  was  omitted  in  drafting 
the  1930  amendment. 

The  law  also  provided  originally  that  in  casie  any  person  en- 
titled to  exemption  possessed  property  taxable  in  more  than 
one  city  or  town,  the  exemption  of  $1,000  should  be  pro-rated 
between  such  cities  and  towns  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
taxable  property  in  each.  This  provision  likewise,  whether  in- 
tentionally or  not,  has  been  omitted  entirely  from  the  1930 
amendment. 

It  may  be  readily  appreciated  that  these  radical  changes  in 
a  law  which  from  its  very  nature  might  be  expected  to  invite 
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frequent  controversy  concerning  its  provisions,  occasioned  no 
little  confusion  in  the  minds  of  local  assessors  in  connection 
with  the  assessment  of  the  property  of  veterans  during  the 
year  1930. 

The  loss  in  revenues  from  the  exemptions  granted  under  this 
law  since  the  inclusion  of  veterans  of  the  Spanish-American 
war  and  the  world  war  in  its  provisions  in  1927  has  increased 
to  a  surprising  extent.  In  1926  the  amount  of  property  exempted 
was  $392,634.00.  The  following  year,  with  veterans  of  these  two 
wars  included,  the  total  was  swelled  to  $2,013,282.66,  Since  then 
the  increase  has  been  by  leaps  and  bounds,  until  we  see  the 
somewhat  staggering  total  in  1930  of  $4,534,440.00  of  property 
exempted  under  this  law,  entailing  a  loss  in  local  revenues  coni- 
puted  on  this  amount  of  $102,196.35.  Curiously  enough,  only 
$15,640.00  of  the  total  thus  exempted  in  1930  consists  of  in- 
tangibles, representing  a  tax  loss  of  but  $62.56.  The  remainder 
is  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property,  of  which  real 
estate  represents  by  far  the  largest  item. 

The  year  1926 — that  preceding  the  extension  of  the  exemption 
privileges  to  the  Spanish-American  war  and  world  war  veterans 
— was  the  twilight  zone  in  soldiers'  exemptions.  The  amount  of 
property  exempted  in  that  year  was  the  lowest  since  the  legal 
requirement  upon  local  assessors  of  making  returns  to  this  De- 
partment was  first  imposed  in  1912.  In  that  year  the  property 
of  veterans  exempted  from  taxation  (then  confined  to  veterans 
of  the  civil  war)  aggregated  $930,811.00.  The  recession  from 
this  figure,  save  in  one  or  two  instances,  was  consistently  main- 
tained through  the  years,  until  the  rapidly  thinning  ranks  of  the 
veterans  of  the  civil  war  brought  the  total  down  to  $392,634.0C' 
in  1926. 

Cancellation  of  Taxes 

For  years  it  has  been  the  practice  generally  among  city  and 
town  authorities  in  this  State  to  go  through  the  form  of  abating" 
or  cancelling  personal  property  taxes  duly  assessed  and  listed 
by  the  local  assessors  upon  the  annual  tax  roll.  That  this  pro- 
cedure has  been  resorted  to  with  absolutely  no  warrant  in  law- 
is   a   matter  of  common   knowledge,  and  that   serious   conse- 
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quences  have  not  resulted  is  of  course  due  to  the  fact 
one    has  taken  occasion  or  considered  it  worth  while 
serious  objection;  but  the  consequences  which  might  1 
suited,  had  redress  from  the  courts  been  sought,  are  at  1 
pleasant  to  contemplate. 

As  long  ago  as  1896  thfe  Supreme  Court,  in  a  decision 
down  in  the  case  of  Quimby  vs.  Wood,  said :  "There  is  no 
ity,  short  of  the  General  Assembly  at  any  rate,  to  aba 
w^hich  has  once  been  legally  assessed;  and  there  may  1: 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  General  Assembly  even  can  do  it 
of  the  constitutional  provision  that  the  public  burden  c 
be  fairly  distributed." 

This  practice  among  municipal  authorities  first  claim< 
lative  attention  in  1920,  when  an  act  authorizing  the  rep 
tive  council  of  the  City  of  Newport  to  cancel  and  revoke 
ments  where  it  appeared  that  the  tax  was  uncollectible 
son  of  a  mistake  in  the  assessment,  illegal  assessment,  < 
removal  of  the  person  assessed  from  the  State  without 
property  which  could  be  levied  upon,  or  the  non-owne 
property  on  the  date  for  assessment,  was  passed  by  t 
eral  Assembly  and  approved  by  the  Governor  on  April  1 
year.  The  same  year  a  similar  act  granting  identical  pc 
the  town  council  of  the  Town  of  New  Shoreham  was  pa! 
approved  by  the  Governor  April  20. 

In  1923  similar  powers  were  conferred  upon  the  towr 
of  the  Town  of  Narragansett.  Since  1923,  however,  no 
legislation  of  this  character  has  appeared  upon  the  statui 
until  1930,  when  four  more  towns  were  added  to  the  lis 
conferring  of  similar  authority  upon  the  town  councils  of 
Jamestown,  Middletown  and  Warren. 

The  provisions  of  the  several  acts  conferring  this  a 
are  practically  identical,  the  only  essential  difference  be 
in  some  of  these  towns  the  investigation  upon  which  t 
council  bases  its  action  in  cancelling  or  abating  these  ui 
ible  taxes  is  made  by  the  local  boards  of  assessors,  and 
cases  by  the  town  councils  themselves.  The  town  counc 
quired  to  give  notice  of  its  action  to  the  collector  of  ta 
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the  colkctor  is  thereupon  directed  to  remove  the  names  of  the 
persons  concerned  from  the  tax  list.  The  liability  of  the  collector 
with  reference  to  such  cancelled  taxes  thereupon  ends  and 
terminates  and  the  sureties  on  his  bond  are  discharged  from 
further  liability  on  account  thereof. 

In  view  of  the  doubt  expressed  by  the  Supreme  Court  as  to 
the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  to  abate  a  tax  which  has 
been  legally  assessed,  the  constitutionality  of  this  legislation 
may  be  open  to  question ;  but  at  least  the  State  has  relieved 
these  seven  municipalities  of  a  considerable  measure  of  respon- 
sibility in  the  matter,  and  it  may  be  anticipated  that  legislation 
along  this  line  will  be  sought  by  other  municipalities  in  increas- 
ing numbers  within  a  very  few  years.  The  ultimate  result  will 
doubtless  be  a  general  law  applying  to  all  taxing  jurisdictions 
within  the  state. 

There  is  some  ground  for  believing  that  the  custom  estab- 
lished and  followed  over  a  long  period  of  years  by  city  and 
town  councils,  of  acting  as  boards  of  relief,  often  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  electors  in  town  meeting,  might  have  consider- 
able weight  with  the  court  if  the  question  of  the  validity  of 
legislation  of  this  character  were  to  be  brought  before  it.  If 
this  legislation  is  sound,  and  is  generally  desirable,  as  appears 
so  far  from  experience  and  observation  to  be  the  case,  it  would 
better  be  accomplished  by  an  amendment  to  the  general  statute 
relating  to  the  collection  of  taxes  than  by  a  series  of  independent 
acts  each  dealing  with  a  single  municipality. 

Municipally  Owned  Outside  Property 

The  fact  that  considerable  attention  is  being  given  by  tax  ad- 
ministrators at  this  time  to  the  question  of  municipally  owned 
ratable  property  in  other  jurisdictions,  lends  more  than  passing 
interest  to  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  matter 
involving  the  question  of  the  taxation  of  the  water  supply  sys- 
tem of  the  City  of  Providence  by  the  Town  of  Scituate,  where- 
in the  new  reservoir  is  located.  The  course  of  action  taken  by 
the  legislature  was  to  confer  authority  upon  the  City  of  Provi- 
dence and  the  Town  of  Scituate  to  fix  by  agreement  the  amount 
and  valuation  of  this  property  for  purposes  of  local  taxation  bv 
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the  town  for  a  period  of  five  years  from  1929  to  1933  i 
This  disposition  of  the  matter  terminated,  for  the  tir 
at  least,  a  somewhat  vexed  controversy  of  several  year 
ing. 

The  City  of  Providence  had  contended    that    this 
property  was  exempt  from  taxation,  on  the  grotmd  th< 
used  for  public  purposes  of  the  City  of  Providence  a: 
municipalities  in  the  State.  When  the  town  refused  to  r 
the  claim  for  exemption  the  city  took  the  matter  to  th' 
seeking  an  interpretation  of  the  statute  and  also  raisin 
stitutional     question.     Because     of     the     inherent     na 
sovereignty  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  no  property  o 
a  municipality  and  employed  for  governmental  use  is 
but  it  decided  that  in  furnishing  a  water  supply  the  ( 
not  engaged  in  a  governmental  function,  notwithstand 
a  much  broader  doctrine  is  accepted  in  some  other  sta 
decision  is  in  accord  with  previous  decisions  in  this 
not  favoring  constructive  exemptions  and  in  scrutinizing 
statutory  exemptions  from  taxation. 

Sworn  Statements  Before  Special  Agents 

An  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Providenc 
by  the  General  Assembly  in  1930  marks  a  new  depa 
Rhode  Island  in  the  procedure  relative  to  the  rendering 
payers  of  annual  sworn  statements  of  their  ratable  pro 

Under  the  generial  law  it  is  made  incumbent  upon  a 
to  publicly  notify  all  taxpayers  that  they  are  required  1 
in  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all  their  ratable  propert> 
accounts  are  to  be  sworn  to  "before  some  one  of  the  ass< 
and  whoever  neglects  or  refuses  to  bring  in  such  an  ace 
overtaxed,  is  without  remedy. 

Propositions  have  been  advanced  frequently  of  late  > 
amend  the  statute  so  as  to  permit  taxpayers  to  make 
statements  of  their  ratable  property  before  notaries  pub 
these  proposals  have  met  with  objection,  principally  u\ 
ground  that  to  authorize  sworn  statements  before  outside 
without  affording  assessors  an  opportunity  of  scrutinizii 
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Statements  and  making  necessary  inquiries  of  the  taxpayer  con- 
cerning the  nature,  extent  and  location  of  property  returned, 
and  items  which  might  be  misleading  and  require  explanation, 
would  in  effect  leave  the  determination  of  assessed  valuations  to 
the  taxpayers  themselves,  their  accountants,  or  the  notaries  pub- 
lic who  might  be  employed,  and  destroy  the  whole  effect  of  the 
statute. 

The  amendment  to  the  Providence  city  charter  enacted    in 
1930  empowers  the  board  of  assessors  to  appoint,  in  addition 
to  their  deputy  assessors,  as  many  special  agents  to  assist  them 
in  receiving  tax  statements  as  they  deem  necessary.  These  ap- 
pointments run  only  for  the  period  allowed  for  receiving  tax 
statements  in  any  one  year,  and  terminate  with  the  expiration 
of  such  period.  Such  agents  are  engaged  to  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duties  by  the  city  clerk  and  have  power  to 
take  statements  and  administer  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  in 
the  same  manner  as  administered  by  the  assessors  themselves. 
This  special  act  takes  precedence  over  the  general  law  in  the 
case  of  the  City  of  Providence,  and  is  expected  to  result  in 
greater  convenience  to  the  taxpayers  and  to  facilitate  the  work 
of  the  assessors  during  this  period. 


State  Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts 

« 

Appropriate  legislation  was  enacted  in  1929  to  carry  into  effect 
the  amendment  to  the  State  constitution  adopted  the  previous 
year  which  provides,  among  other  things,  that  whenever  the 
authority  to  impose  taxes  or  expend  money  in  a  town  or  city 
shall  be  vested  by  the  General  Assembly  in  a  budget  commis- 
sion, such  commission  shall  be  elected  by  thie  qualified  electors 
and  clothed  with  such  powers  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
prescribe.  An  act  was  also  passed  providing  for  an  audit  of 
municipal  accounts  and  the  installation  of  municipal  accounting 
systems  whenever  any  city  or  town  should  by  vote  petition  the 
State  Commissioner  of  Finance  for  either  or  both.  These 
measures  appear  to  be  the  first  statutory  provisions  in  Rhode 
Island  for  machinery  for  the  exercise  of  any  effective  State 
supervision  or  control  over  municipal  expenditures  and  account- 
ing. 
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Taxation  of  Motor  Vehicles 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  As- 
sociation on  December  17,  1930,  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners was  requested  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Governor  and 
the  General  Assembly  "to  the  unsatisfactory  situation  existing 
with  respect  to  the  taxation  of  motor  vehicles  under  the  general 
property  tax,  and  the  necessity  of  devising  some  more  effective 
means  for  reaching  this  class  of  property." 


The  difficulties  encountered  by  local  assessors  in  determining 
the  taxable  situs  of  motor  vehicles,  and  by  collectors  in  recover- 
ing the  taxes  after  they  are  assessed,  due  largely  if  not  almost 
•entirely  to  the  mobility  of  this  class  of  property,  have  been  re- 
peatedly brought  to  public  attention  for  the  past  ten  years.  In 
1921  the  association,  composed  mainly  of  local  assessors,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  consider  this  problem,  and  since  that 
time  the  question  has  come  up  for  discussion  in  some  phase  or 
other  annually,  with  few  exceptions. 

Previous  to  1920  the  only  knowledge  local  assessors  had  of 
the  ownership  of  this  class  of  property  within  their  jurisdic- 
tions  was  that  gained  by  personal  observation.  In  that  year  the 
co-operation  of  the  State  Board  of  Public  Roads  was  enlisted 
and  an  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  under  which 
said  board,  through  its  automobile  department,  has  furnished 
without  charge  to  the  local  assessors  a  statement  of  the  motor 
vehicles  registered  in  their  respective  municipalities  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  April  in  each  year,  and  a  statement  of  sub- 
sequent registrations  weekly  from  April  1st  to  June  15th — the 
date  for  assessment  of  local  taxes. 

This  information  has  been  of  very  material  assistance  to  the 
assessors,  but  there  has  still  remained  for  the  latter  the  task, 
at  times  almost  impossible,  of  fixing  the  taxable  situs  of  a  motor 
vehicle,  which  very  frequently  may  rfot  coincide  with  the  loca- 
tion or  address  appearing  on  the  certificate  of  registration.  It 
often  transpires  that  an  automobile  may  be  registered  at  the 
place  of  business  of  the  owner  in  one  municipality  and  habitually 
kept  at  the  owner's  residence  in  another,  and  in  many  of  these 
cases  the  vehicle  is  taxed  by  the  assessors  in  both  municipalities. 
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The  question  as  to  which  of  these  municipalities  is  the  proper 
taxable  situs  of  the  vehicle  concerned  is  sometimes  exceedingly 
difficult  to  determine.  Tax  collectors  in  turn,  when  they  under- 
take to  recover  the  tax,  often  find  that  the  ow^ner  has  paid  a 
tax  on  the  same  automobile  in  another  city  or  town,  or,  as  is 
probably  more  frequently  the  case,  that  he  has  removed  from 
the  jurisdiction  altogether.  The  result  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  duplication  of  taxes  on  identical  property,  and  also  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  uncollectible  taxes  on  the  collectors*  lists. 

In  1928  the  assessors,  speaking  through  the  medium  of  the 
association,  requested  the  executive  committee  of  the  associa- 
tion **to  investigate  and  report  a  plan  of  taxation  of  automo- 
biles at  the  time  of  registration." 

Some  of  the  states  have  undertaken  to  solve  this  problem  by 
making  the  payment  of  a  tax  proportionate  to  the  value  of  the 
motor  vehicle  a  prerequisite  to  the  issuance  of  a  certificate  of 
registration  by  the  state  authorities.  This  has  been  accomplished 
either  by  requiring  the  registrant  to  show  a  receipt  for  the 
payment  of  the  tax,  or  by  empowering  the  state  registering 
authorities  to  determine  and  collect  the  tax  coincidentally  with 
the  collection  of  the  registration  fee.  Under  some  of  these  plans 
an  excise  tax  has  been  imposed  for  the  use  of  the  highways  in 
lieu  of  a  property  tax.  Not  all  of  the  various  expedients  em- 
ployed to  remove  the  difficulties  of  automobile  taxation  have 
proven  satisfactory,  however,  and  the  executive  committee  of 
the  association  at  the  annual  meeting  in  December,  1930,  re- 
ported that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  recommend  any  specific 
form  of  legislation  for  this  State  without  a  more  comprehensive 
investigation  and  more  complete  information  concerning  the  re- 
sult of  the  efforts  of  other  states  to  work  out  a  satisfactorv 
system. 

The  solution  of  the  problem  may  involve  the  rather  serious 
question  as  to  whether  it  is  wise  for  the  State  to  substitute  an 
excise  tax  or  permit  fee,  a  part  or  the  whole  of  which  is  to  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  municipalities,  for  the  existing  property 
tax  on  motor  vehicles.  It  is  estimated  that  the  motor  vehicle 
registration  in  Rhode  Island  in  1930  represents  ov<er  $75,000,000 
of  ratable  property,  which  is  now  taxable  -by  the  municipality 
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where  located,  for  municipal  purposes.  The  removal  of  this 
amount  of  property  from  the  municipal  tax  list  would  call  for 
reimbursement  in  some  form  in  case  the  local  tax  were  to  be 
superseded  by  a  levy  determined  and  collected  by  the  State. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  a  somewhat  trying  and 
exasperating  condition  exists,  well  worthy  of  some  serious  and 
earnest  effort  to  relieve;  but  that  any  substitute  for  the  present 
system  should  be  adopted  only  after  a  fairly  thorough  survey 
of  the  statutory  provisions  in  other  states,  with  particular  refer- 
ence to  the  degree  of  satisfaction  attending  their  operation  and 
administration. 

Tax  CoUection  Laws 

The  statutes  prescribing  the  powers  and  duties  of  collectors 
of  taxes  appear  to  require  revision  in  a  few  important  respects. 
The  main  provisions  of  the  existing  tax  collection  laws  have 
been  in  effect  since  the  revision  of  the  statutes  in  1857  without 
undergoing  any  material  change,  and  collectors  are  finding  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  adapt  the  performance  of  their  duties 
to  present  day  conditions. 

According  to  a  report  of  a  committee  of  assessors  and  collec- 
tors appointed  by  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association 
in  1929  to  consider  the  desirability  of  amending  the  tax  collec- 
tion laws,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  is  presented  by  the 
constantly  growing  list  of  properties  upon  which  taxes  are 
overdue  but  remain  unsold  owing  to  inability  to  serve  legal 
notice  of  sale  upon  non-resident  or  deceased  owners  or  heirs- 
at-law.  Another  difficulty  of  almost  if  not  quite  equal  importance 
is  the  inability  to  commence  suits  for  the  collection  of  taxes  on 
intangible  property  by  attachment  in  all  cases,  leaving  no  ade- 
quate means  of  effectively  reaching  this  class  of  property  in 
cases  of  delinquency.  The  frequent  reluctance  of  title  searchers 
to  give  a  certificate  of  title  where  tax  deeds  are  involved,  owing 
to  their  inability  to  satisfy  themselves  from  the  returns  made 
that  all  steps  necessary  to  a  legal  tax  sale  have  been  taken, 
likewise  often  proves  an  obstacle  to  the  effective  working  of 
the  statute  providing  for  levy  and  sale  of  real  estate  for  unpaid 
taxes.  These  as  well  as  other  essentials  to  a  workable  tax  col- 
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lection  law  are  discussed  at  length  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee above  referred  to,  submitted  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  in  December,  1930,  at  which  its  recommendations 
for  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  general  assembly  the  de- 
sirability of  so  amending  the  law  as  to  remove  or  at  least  lessen 
the  difficulties  above  enumerated,  were  adopted.  It  is  probable 
that  some  definite  proposals  along  these  lines  will  be  advanced 
for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  during  the  current 
biennium. 

The  Ad  Valorem  Tax  Base 

The  efforts  of  local  assessors  in  this  State  to  comply  with 
the  language  of  the  statute  which  provides  that  "all  property 
shall  be  assessed  at  its  full  and  fair  cash  value"  continue  to  re- 
sult, in  disputed  cases,  in  a  determination  by  the  court  of  what 
^*full  and  fair  cash  value"  really  is. 

This  situation  is  analogous  to  that  encountered  generally 
throughout  the  country,  in  states  where  assessing  authorities 
are  still  endeavoring  to  equitably  distribute  the  ad  valorem  tax 
burden  under  sta^tutes  devised  to  meet  conditions  as  they  existed 
years  ago.  "Fair  cash  value,"  "full  value,"  "actual  value"  and 
other  statutory  limitations  upon  assessed  valuation,  •  when 
originally  imposed,  were  probably  more  readily  ascertainable 
than  is  possible  under  the  altered  conditions  of  the  present  day. 

The  requirement  that  valuation  of  property  for  purposes  of 
taxation  shall  be  "full  and  fair  cash  value"  has  been  the  law  of 
this  state  since  1855.  The  question  as  to  what  it  was  intended 
should  constitute  full  and  fair  cash  value,  however,  was  left  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  courts;  and  while  the  law  apparently 
leaves  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  assessors  to  fix  their  valuations 
upon  this  basis,  such  valuations  are  frequently  set  aside  in  legal 
proceedings,  taken  on  appeal  by  property  owners  who  claim  to 
have  been  over-assessed. 

Our  courts  have  inclined  to  the  construction  of  "fair  cash 
value"  for  purposes  of  taxation  as  "market  value."  This  defini- 
tion has  not  proven  very  helpful  to  local  assessors,  however,  as 
only  in  a  comparatively  few  cases  can  the  market  value  of  prop- 
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erty  be  determined.  For  a  great  many  parcels  of  taxable  prop- 
erty there  is  no  immediate  market.  Sales«of  real  estate  afford 
assistance  only  in  specific  and  isolated  instances,  and  the  con- 
sideration, or  "market  value,"  is  not  always  ascertainable  even 
under  these  circumstances;  in  general,  with  respect  to  much  of 
this  property^  transfers  of  any  kind  occur  about  once  in  a  gen- 
eration. 

That  some  means -should  at  least  be  attempted  to  relieve 
assessors  in  a  measure,  if  possible,  from  the  implied  responsibil- 
ity of  levying  property  taxes  in  accordance  with  constitutional 
provisions  requiring  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  burden 
upon  a  base  so  inadequately  defined  by  statute,  has  within  the 
past  two  or  three  years  commanded  serious  recognition  by  tax 
administrators  and  economists  generally.  The  National  Tax 
Conference  in  1929  took  official  cognizance  of  the  fact  that  a 
situation  existed  deserving  of  attention,  largely  as  the  result  of 
a  survey  by  a  committee  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  As- 
sociation, and  requested  the  National  Tax  Association  to  under- 
take an  investigation  of  the  extent  to  which  this  conflict  of 
statutory  intent  with  judicial  interpretation  is  proving  an  ob- 
stacle to  equitable  ad  valorem  taxation  in  the  several  states. 

The  result  of  such  an  inquiry,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  the  formula- 
tion of  an  ad  valorem  tax  base  that  will  take  account  of  all  the 
various  elements  of  value  properly  component  in  a  valuation 
fixed  by  assessors  for  purposes  of  taxation,  and  the  substitution 
of  which  for  the  present  base  will  better  accomplish  an  assess- 
ment proportional  with  respect  to  all  property  in  a  given  juris- 
diction, comparative  as  between  individual  parcels  of  property, 
and  relative  each  to  the  other. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  which  reach  the  courts  through  dis- 
satisfaction with  valuations  fixed  by  local  assessors,  expert 
testimony  is  adduced  which  inevitably  results  in  clearly  estab- 
lishing the  wide  variance  that  exists  among  professional  ap- 
praisers as  to  the  market  or  exchange. value  of  specific  parcels 
of  property.  A  recent  typical  instance  arose  in  1930  in  the  trial 
of  a  petition  by  one  of  the  large  textile  corporations  of  the 
State,  seeking  relief  from  an  assessment  levied  in  1928. 
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In  a  sworn  statement  filed  with  the  assessors  the  corporation 
had  placed  a  value  on  its  property  of  $606,008.  In  the  judgment 
of  the  assessors  this  valuation  was  lower  than  seemed  war- 
ranted and  they  increased  it  to  $1,210,700.  During  the  trial  the 
testimony  of  mill  appraisers,  called  in  as  experts  for  both  the 
corporation  and  the  town,  placed  valuations  upon  the  property 
ranging  from  $500,000  to  $1,500,000.  With  opinions  as  to  "fair 
cash  value"  varying  so  widely  the  fallaciousness  of  attempting 
to  determine  what  it  is  and  employing  it  as  a  basis  for  taxation 
would  seem  to  require  little  elaboration. 

A  bill  of  exceptions  filed  by  the  assessors  in  the  above  men- 
tioned  case  cites  that  portion  of  the  charge  of  the  justice  pre- 
siding at  the  trial  which  discusses  "full  and  fair  cash  value"  and 
its  relation  to  market  value.  Thus  the  Supreme  Court  now  has 
before  it  essentially  the  question  at  the  root  of  the  unsatisfac- 
tory situation,  which  exists  in  nearly  all  states  that  are  attempt- 
ing to  levy  an  ad  valorem  tax  upon  bases  fixed  by  statute  gener- 
ations ago,  in  an  age  comparable  in  no  respect  with  the  com- 
plex industrial,  commercial  and  social  age  in  which  we  are 
living. 

Rhode  Islaiid  Tax  Bulletin 

Attention  is  called  to  the  bulletins  issued  annually  by  the 
Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association,  and  particularly  to  Bul- 
letin No.  18,  issued  under  date  of  February  1st,  1931,  which  con- 
tains in  full  text  the  committee  reports  on  motor  vehicle  taxa- 
tion, revision  of  tax  collection  laws,  and  valuation  for  purposes 
of  taxation,  referred  to  in  the  three  topics  immediately  preced- 
ing in  this  report;  also  a  committee  report  on  the  taxation  of 
forest  lands,  in  which  the  development  of  state  owned  forest 
areas  and  increased  forest  fire  prevention  and  suppression  ac- 
tivities are  recommended. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1928, 1929  and  1930. 


CiTiBB  AND  Towns. 


Year 


Tax  on  Land. 


Per 

Cent  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Tax  on 
BuildincB  and 
Improvements. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Barrington. .  . . 

Bristol 

Burrillvflle 

Central  Falls. .. 
Charleetown. . . 

Coventry 

Cranston 

Cumberland ... 
East  Greenwich. 
East  Providence 

Exeter 

Foster 

Glocester 


[1928 
a929 
ll980 

fl928 
1929 
1930 

[1928 
^1929 
[1980 

1928 

1929 

11980 

[1928 
{1929 
1 1930 

[1928 
1929 
1930 

[1928 
{1929 
[l980 

[1928 
1929 
1980 

[1928 
1929 
1980 

1928 
1929 
1980 

[1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

[1928 
1929 
1980 


$48,554.00 
49372.56 
47.758.50 

81.902.96 
87.280.80 
97.295.86 

28.216.00 
27,188.88 
28;S50.90 

76.457.66 
108.121.20 
108.919.01 

7,702.50 
7.825.62 
8.089.87 

17,550.00 
20.888.00 
20.468.70 

268.046.72 
882,629.46 
881.856.62 

55.695.86 
61,001.11 
61,186.84 

23,904.94 
24,477.08 
25.870.44 

173.251.90 
190,698.20 
186,587.60 

6,261.12 
6,296.22 
6,251.2 

7.060.40 
7.041.60 
7.081.20 

11,028.66 
10.985.92 
11.085.08 


28.88 
24.48 
84.16 

25.94 
25.44 
26.48 

19.26 
19.67 
19.45 

14.91 
19.70 
19.77 

27.68 
27.10 
26.91 

16.11 
16.80 
16.48 

20.98 
28.10 
22.61 

28.89 
26.84 
25.68 

22.62 
21.72 
21.58 

21.03 
20.81 
19.71 

50.04 
48.75 
47.49 

88.89 
88.62 
88.16 

84.44 
84.48 
88.48 


$88,891.60 
105.607.78 
101,754.90 

171.051.28 
186.037.60 
215.288.84 

68.959.00 
69.857.66 
74,988.06 


290.228 
296.614. 


92 
66 


804.811.62 

17,868.76 
18,460.00 
19,851.87 

68.638.65 
68,471.00 
68.718.10 

764.168.80 
885,551.98 
916,001.10 

119.396.95 
121.038.56 
122.186.80 

68.447.76 
66.097.98 
71,099.06 

617.850.80 
695.188.44 
608,778.72 

8.678.49 
8.776.49 
8.835.89 

7,612.60 
7.767.60 
7.871.80 

16.101.86 
16,168.84 
16^49.42 


47.84 
61.82 
51.47 

64.18 
64.22 
66.86 

48.90 
60.19 
61.61 

66.68 
68.86 
56.25 

64.18 
68.92 
64.86 

64.69 
68.07 
66.14 

68.84 
61.49 
62.14 

61.28 
60.28 
61.06 

60.05 
58.66 
59.16 

62.87 
63.87 
64.88 

28.60 
29.24 

29.14 

41.98 
42.66 
42.42 

60.81 
60.78 
60.90 
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TABLE  VII. 

Percentage  op  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1928,  1929  and  1930. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


41.294.70 
84.588.26 
88.067.80 

47,882.48 
52.260.40 
58.258.00 

88.179.00 
41.466.70 
41,877.26 

140.997.08 
140.062.77 
188,142.29 

1.848.76 
2.176.25 
2.200.62 

88.714.72 
88.795.50 
88,748.50 

161,984.01 
198.768.50 
194.674.76 

66,598.22 
57,185.25 
64.486.30 

15.569.50 
19.005.36 
20,262.86 

126,580.40 
147,000.48 
142.965.65 

2.062.80 
2.227.50 
2.427.80 

8,289.50 
8,244.00 
8.862.00 

4,202.90 
4.005.70 
4.866.40 


22.11 
16.97 
16.78 

16.17 
16.28 
18.94 

81.67 
80.00 
28.82 

27.49 
25.52 
24.18 

6.68 
7.64 
7.82 

29.02 
80.07 
27.08 

18.43 
18.45 
18.21 

24.28 
28.75 
22.77 

14.78 
16.86 
16.86 

15.87 
15.65 
15.11 

16.49 
17.25 
18.44 

18.12 
17.79 
18.12 

18.18 
12.58 
18.16 


18.474.68 
18.718.68 
16.121.60 

14.847.20 
17.546.00 
16.109.60 

199.92 
189.12 
176.72 

6.248.78 
6.092.60 
4,481.87 

420.00 
416.00 
424.00 


7.22 
6.78 
7.64 

4.71 
6.11 
4.22 

.17 
.14 
.12 

1.02 
.92 
.80 

1.51 
1.44 
1.41 


1.868.00 
1.861.00 
1.675.80 

1.18 
1.06 
1.86 

27.151.80 
28.252.20 
81.688.22 

2.25 
1.96 
2.14 

1.898.80 
1.624.00 
1.428.80 

.60 
.68 
.60 

2.744.78 
8.115.48 
2,960.16 

2.60 
2.76 
2.45 

5.997.42 
6.275.50 
8,066.68 

.78 
.67 
.85 

610.20 
614.20 
648.60 

4.87 
4.76 
4.98 

192.90 
190.10 
242.00 

1.06 
1.04 
1.80 

677.94 
708.94 
812.94 

2.12 
2.21 
2.46 

186,714.88 
208,787.27 
197,702.80 

816.688.92 
848.114.70 
881.946.80 

120.553.92 
188,202.35 
146,292.92 

512.922.48 
648.891.22 
650.804.29 

27,826.00 
28.877.87 
80.066.86 

116.171.87 
129.010.50 
124.606.10 

1,206,851.88 
1,440.197.18 
1.474.119.70 

288.084.88 
240.748.91 
289.287.74 

106.666.97 
112,695.90 
120,182.52 

823.680.52 
989.107.62 
946.848.65 

12.512.61 
12.914.41 
18,168.01 

18.155.40 
18.288.80 
18.566.50 

82.006.26 
81.868.90 
88.108.84 


185.858.881 
202,464.49  y 
196.189.90] 


814.868.161 

841.719.64 

380.147.28] 

119.128.42 
186.811.20 
148,876.47 

612,084.04 
647.687.69 
548,594.67 


27.659.251 
28.742.87  V 
29.927.74] 

115.610.67] 

127.588.60 

122,954.10 


1,202.976. 

1,485,984 

1,465.578. 

282.091.581 

289,548.86 

287,911.54] 

104.787.65 
111.879.40 
118,714.66 


1 


820.662 
985.301 
940.687 

12.460 
12.864 
18.101 


17.974.90] 
17.966.30 
18.815. 00  ] 

81.688.201 

81,890.84 

82.641.08 
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TABLE  Vll.—Continued. 

Percentaqb  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1928, 1929  and  1930. 


Cimi  AMD  Towns. 


Tax  cm  Land. 


P«r 

C«nt  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Tax  on 
Bufldinsi  and 
Improvementa. 


Per 

Centof 

Total 

Tax. 


Hopkinton. 


Jamaatown. 


Jobnaton 

linooln 

Littla  Compton . . 

Middlatown 

Narraganaett 

Newport 

New  Shordiam . . 
North  Kingstown. 
North  Providenoe 
North  Smithfleld. 
Pawtucket 


1928 
1929 
1980 

1928 
1929 
1930 

ri928 
1929 
1980 


1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1980 

[1928 
1929 
1930 

[1928 

1929 

[1980 

[1928 
il929 
ll930 

[1928 
a929 
[l930 

[1928 
1929 
1980 

[1928 
<1929 
[1980 


11,684.6 

11,980.76 

12.119.00 

88,776.70 
84,298.81 
89.678.70 

64,118.80 
60.086.26 
64.966.88 

26,088.06 
25.690.60 
27.688.40 

10.696.42 
10.906.32 
11,367.68 

24,447.47 
24.762.08 
26,247.68 

44,390.00 
53,110.46 
56,219.32 

444.636.00 
472.040.00 
456.244.80 

10.088.76 
10.291.25 
10.180.00 

29.670.87 
36,474.60 
37,654.60 

39,477.00 
40«896.60 
38.412.60 

15.690.60 
17.121.91 
16.068.80 

847,229.00 
868.768.29 
401,711.86 


20.16 
20.17 
19.86 

89.06 
38.99 
88.66 

81.87 
27.21 
26.64 

18.08 
18.12 
13.09 

26.40 
26.80 
26.77 

36.88 
83.96 
33.09 

41.48 
40.98 
39.06 

31.68 
81.47 
30.67 

41.38 
40.80 
39.77 

23.34 
26.40 
26.31 

16.90 
16.21 
14.84 

14.64 
14.66 
14.60 

13.88 
12.86 
14.01 


82308.76 
34.626.00 
86.498.76 

42.008.60 
48.976.46 
61.978.10 

91.591.48 
lSl/>68.84 
127.677.60 

125.566.60 
128362.80 
140312.07] 

20.929.62 
21,498.24 
28.464.14 

30.126.55 
82.937.46 
35.700.60 

49337.00 
60.481.95 
69368.25 

688,190.40 
740.785.00 
746.908.80 

9.753.75 

9.993.75 

10392.60 

78.756.10 
81.856.60 
85.148.50 

161.468.60 
166.139.60 
176.709.60 

63.016.20 
69.161.40 
65,741.40 

1.388.700.92 
1.686327.98 
1.648365.90 


66.85 
68.86 
68.17 

48.66 
49.99 
60.49 

63.11 
69.84 
61.69 

66.44 
65.78 
66.29 

51.66 
61.86 
53.24 

44.16 
46.16 
46.80 

46.00 
46.67 
49.41 

48.89 
49.89 
60.21 

89.97 
39.62 
40.60 

58.01 
67.01 
57.22 

64.82 
66.68 
67.88 

58.80 
58. 8S 
69.80 

55.18 
67.06 
57.81 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1928, 1929  and  1930. 


CimB  AMD  Towns. 


Year 


Tax  OB  LuuL 


Par 

Cent  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvanianta. 


Far 

Cant  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Portsmouth 

Providance 

Richmond 

Sdtuata 

Smlthfiald 

South  Kingstown 

Tiverton 

Warren 

Warwick 

Westerly 

West  Greenwich . 
West  Warwick. . 
Woonaocket. . . . 


The  State. 


[1928 
a929 
1 1980 

1928 
1929 
1980 

(1928 
a929 
[l980 

1928 
1929 
1980 

[1928 

1929 

[1980 

fl928 
il929 
[1980 

[1928 

1929 

[1930 

1928 
1929 
1980 

[1928 

1929 

[1930 

[1928 
11929 
[1930 

[1928 
a929 
[1930 

[1928 
a929 
[l930 

[1928 
a929 
[1930 


[1928 
1929 
1930 


26381.12 
27.989.90 
28.441.80 

8.898.616.48 
8.664.866.72 
8.612.184.97 

4.774.00 
6.109.66 
6.488.27 

16.244.72 
16.687.12 
16.766.72 

18.419.48 
14.666.70 
14.678.90 

80.216.87 
82.012.68 
83,040.86 

26.839.09 
26,676.02 
28.096.06 

80.600.62 
81.882.83 
82,031.78 

176.290.88 
186.784.02 
186312.70 

116.778.76 
118.763.76 
120.676.00 

8386.00 
4.115.26 
8.466.88 

48.081.88 
48,972.08 
62398.46 

464.090.00 
491.690.00 
660,308.76 


$6316.127.69 
6.667^628.02 
6.820364.64 


86.46 
86.67 
80.81 

27.22 
27.66 
27.76 

14.67 
14.28 
14.07 

11.44 
18.28 
18.19 

12.81 
12.78 
12.72 

18.72 
18.60 
18.22 

21.02 
20.87 
22.00 

11.94 
12.06 
11.69 

27.24 
26.48 
26.14 

26.66 
26.09 
26.46 

68.16 
67.94 
67.47 

14.10 
14.20 
16.79 

22.61 
28.41 
24.84 


24.21 
24.41 
24.64 


34.486  00 
41.400.90 
47360.60 

6.108.182.96 
6.809367.68 
6.426.649.82 

17.180.80 
18.990.18 
20.677.47 

114.610.00 
97.711.44 
98.779.44 

66.048.13 
69386.80 
60348.80 

86.649.88 
92.084.80 
99.048.88 

79309.77 
81.128.82 
78.012.60 

147338.00 
162.684.44 
169.464.04 

899387.88 
484316.18 
461,039.14 

249396.26 
266.423.76 
282316.26 

2.021.26 
2.076.76 
1,778.12 

177391.61 
180.097.62 
188.166.64 

1.062.121.26 
1.113,623.76 
1.192.637.60 


(13.476.946.69 
14.446,698.48 
14,863,403.78 


47.76 
62.71 
61.81 

48.92 
48.94 
49.88 

62.46 
62.90 
68.24 

80. TS 
77.70 
77.77 

62.64 

62.16 
62 


62.99 
68.48 
64.68 

68.46 
63.69 
61.09 

67.44 
68.74 
68.21 

61.72 
61.89 
62.88 

67.66 
68.68 
59.66 

30.26 
29.24 
29.66 

62.00 
62.84 
64.66 

62.66 

63.08 
62.87 


62.60 
62.89 
68.48 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1928, 1929  and  1930. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
P«nonaL 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Fenonal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

ExemptionB. 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


7.407.00 

7.078.10 

14.486.40 

2.861,948.64 
2.869.768.68 
2.806.717.18 

10.464.66 
11.662.62 
12.404.62 

9.128.80 
9.418.60 
9.879.76 

86.777.06 
89.760.90 
89.968.00 

26.601.48 
28,686.08 
29.817.88 

16.684.62 
16.818.82 
18.647.60 

72,164.88 
69.686.92 
72.946.02 

66,084.18 
66,962.08 
76,864.00 

51361.26 
62.818.76 
60,868.76 

687.76 
888.60 
782.60 

106^49.78 

106.146.02 

90.968.16 

486,917.60 
481.478.76 
481.468.76 


$5,020,648.79 
6.202.144.96 
6411.786.72 


10.26 

9.00 

16.64 

18.92 
18.80 
17.72 

81.91 
82.18 
82.09 

6.48 
7.49 
7.88 

84.14 
84.66 
84.64 

16.48 
16.64 
16.46 

18.24 
18.20 
14.60 

28.16 
26.88 
26.68 

8.67 

9.40 

10.40 

11.94 
11.60 
10.74 

10.29 
11.81 
12.18 

81.20 
80.79 
27.14 

24.14 
22.98 
21.84 


4.008.00 
2.184.80 
2.064.00 

617.069.26 
668.468.64 
669.962.72 

849.60 
247.60 
288.60 

1.978.40 
1.994.00 
2.100.80 

686.20 
482.80 
486.20 

19.079.98 
19,898.48 
19.886.92 

2.861.80 
2.860.00 
2,947.21 

6,881.40 
6,171.60 
9,496.80 

16,874.74 
16.647.18 
16,864.88 

16,697.60 
17,228.20 
20,184.80 

86.00 
72.00 
48.00 

9,196.46 
9.688.90 
8,077.74 

14,062.40 
18.228.80 
21.828.20 


19.66 
19.06 
18.89 


$968388.72 

997306.46 

1,018,122.09 


6.56 
2.72 
2.24 

4.94 
6.11 
6.16 

1.07 
.69 
.60 

1.40 
1.68 
1.66 

.61 
.42 
.42 

11.81 
11.28 
10.70 

2.28 
2.24 
2.81 


2. 
2 


47 
87 


3.47 

2.87 
2.28 

2.08 

8.84 
8.78 
4.25 


1 
1 


29 
01 
79 


2.70 
2.77 
2.41 

.70 
.68 
.95 


8.78 
8.66 
8.64 


72.281.12 
78.648.70 
92.291.70 

12.485.711.18 
12392.550.72 
18.016.464.19 

82.758.96 
85399.91 
88.658.96 

141361.92 
125.756.16 
127.016.72 

104.779.81 
114.726.20 
115,865.40 

161,447.16 
172.076.89 
181398.48 

125.285.28 
127368.16 
127,708.27 

256324.80 
259.774.29 
278387.64 

647.187.18 
701,608.46 
789,070.22 

484388.85 
466324.45 
478344.80 

6,680.00 
7,102.50 
6.015.50 

840318.72 
844,754.62 
885.106.90 

2,017.191.16 
2,099316.80 
2356,728.20 


$25,672,460.79 
27314,177.91 
27.799.117.08 


72,076.12 
78.180.90 
91317.70 


12.476.167 
12377.546 
12.992,546 

82.626 
85.785 
88,508 


141389.92 
125.684.56 
126359.12 


1 

.801 
.58} 
.06  J 

.16) 
.29} 
.61) 

1 


104.461.611 
114.125.80} 
114.690. 70K 


160.100.16 
170.484.88 
179.684.55 

124304. 
126382. 
127.191, 


255.090 
268.414 
272311 

642.167 
698.158 
780.116 


482.157.86] 

452.567.95 

470.778.80] 

6,555.501 

6,962.25 

5,905.50 


888,928 
842,927 
888312 


2314,760.20] 

2,096,747.46 

2349,548.70 


1 


$25315,008 
27389,501 
27,694394 
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TABLE  IX. 

Per  Capita  Local  Assbssed  Valuation  or  thb  Staib,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  the  Years  1928, 1929  and  1930. 


Citibb  and  Towns. 


Barrington 


Bristol 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Oharlestown 


Coventry 


Cranston , 


Cumberland 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence 


Year. 


1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1980 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 


Valuation. 


$13,608,620 
13,158,320 
13,839,750 

16,620,200 
17,563,700 
18,705,500 

5,995,355 
5,964,805 
6,269,430 

23,834,959 
25,385,550 
25,292,220 

2,284,140 
2,370,150 
2,466,300 

6,682,865 
6,649,125 
6,482,865 

61,477,490 
68,268,790 
70,243,195 

12,491,425 
12,908,335 
12,803,660 

5,221,434 
5,507,786 
5,561,057 

42,232,100 
43,797,335 
45,193,550 


^Population. 


4,938 
4,938 
5,162 

12,707 
12,707 
11,953 

9,413 
9,413 
7,677 

25,403 
25,403 
25,898 

1,124 
1,124 
1,118 

6,379 
6,379 
6,430 

34,471 
34,471 
42,911 

10,238 
10,238 
10,304 

4,157 
4,157 
3,666 

26,088 
26,088 
29,995 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$2,735.64 
2,664.70 

2,681.08 

1,307.95 
1,382.20 
1,564.92 

636.92 
633.67 
816.65 

938  23 
999  31 
976.60 

2,032  15 
2,108.67 
2,205  99 

1,047.63 
1.042.34 
1,008  22 

1,783.45 
1,980.47 
1,636.95 

1,220.10 
1,260,82 
1,242.59 

1,256.05 
1,824.93 
1,516.92 

1,618.83 
1,678.88 
1,506.70 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Citibb  and  Towns 
FOR  the  Years  1928, 1929  and  1930. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


£xeter 


Foster 


Glocester 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown 


Johnston 


Lincoln 


Little  Compton 


Middletown 


Narragansett 


Year. 


[1928 
a929 
[1930 

[1928 
]l929 
[l930 


fl928 
1929 
1930 

fl928 
1929 
1930 


[1928 
h929 
[l930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 


fl928 
1929 
1930 


[1928 
h929 
[1930 


Valuation. 


810,896 
833,645 
868,996 

937,326 
934,786 
968,760 

1,719,748 
1,710,330 
1,794,642 

2,362,638 
2,417,948 
2,463,966 

4,640.437 
6,180,226 
6,347,496 

7,746,640 
9,408,964 
9,109,977 

9,671,078 

9,862,620 

10,126,366 

4,020,170 
4,108,080 
4,287,610 

6,960,776 
6,414,676 
6,696,876 

6,787,000 
6,108,660 
6,686,000 


^Population. 


1.182 
1,182 
1,314 

1,069 

1,069 

946 

« 

1,630 
1,630 
1,693 

2,737 
2,737 
2,823 

1,773 
1,773 
1,699 

8,668 
8,668 
9,367 

10,681 
10,681 
10,421 

1,383 
1,383 
1,382 

2,246 
2,246 
2,499 

1,367 
1,367 
1,268 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


686.03 
706.19 
649.92 

876.83 

874.40 

1,018.76 

1,066.06 
1,049.28 
1,060.03 

869.63 
888.43 
872.81- 

2,617.27 
2,921.72 
3,344.27 

893 .  67 

1,086.48 

973.60 

914.00 
931.16 
971.72 

2,906.84 
2,970.41 
3,102.39 

2,666.13 
2,867.31 
2,639.80 

4,264.66 
4,601.68 
6,236.29 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  op  the  Statb,  Cities  and  Towks 

FOR  the  Years  1928,  1929  and  1930. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Year. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


Pawtucket 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


Richmond 


Scituate 


1928 
1929 
1980 


[1928 
]l929 
[l930 

[1928 
1 1929 
[l930 


1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
<  1929 
1930 

fl928 
1929 
1930 


1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

fl928 
1929 
1930 


Valuation. 


77.659,300 
80,110,500 
81,158,950 

1,003,800 
1,038,200 
1,052,000 

7,501,300 
8,030,155 
8,471,100 

11,652,155 
12,406,460 
12,861,260 

6,029,705 
6,180,130 
6.166,580 

138,092,800 
138,266,190 
135,946,579 

6,674,260 
6,869,675 
7,995,275 

658,867,232 
684,575,806 
691,855,928 

2,104,685 
2,092,625 
2,072,875 

9,239,070 
8,229,160 
8,322,595 


•Population. 


27,757 
27,757 
27,612 

1,070 
1,070 
1,029 

4,399 
4,399 
4,279 

9,055 

9,055 

11,104 

3,571 
3,571 
3,945 

69,760 
69,760 

77,149 

2,798 
2.798 
2,969 

267,918 
267,918 
262,981 

1,719 
1,719 
1.535 

3,348 
3,348 
2,292 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


2,797  82 
2,886  13 
2,939  26 

938  13 

970  28 

1.022  35 

1,706  22 
1,825  45 
1.979  69 

1.286.81 
1.370.12 
1.158.25 

1.688.52 
1,730  64 
1,560.60 

1,979.54 
1,982.02 
1,762  13 

2,385.36 
2,455.20 
2,692  91 

2,459.21 
2,555  16 
2,734.81 

1.224.36 
1,217.35 
1.350.40 

2,759.57 
2,457.93 
3.631  14 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Per  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  THE  Years  1928,  1929  and  1930. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Smithfidd 


South  Kingstown 


Year. 


1928 
1929 
1930 


[1928 
h929 
[l930 


Tiverton 


Warren 


Warwick 


Westerly 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


< 


fl928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

[1928 
^  1929 
1930 

fl928 
1929 
1930 


fl928 
h929 
il930 

1928 
1929 
1930 

1928 
1929 
1930 


Valuation. 


5,751,445 
5,802,850 
5,826,575 

11,484,495 
11,715,375 
11,970,740 

7,135,993 
7,240,524 
6,949,014 

12,688,170 
12,606,175 
13,697,905 

31,094,285 
32,139,375 
33,621,605 

20,791,950 
21,718,750 
23,069,100 

452,800 
477,350 
480,600 

18,784,152 
19,053,923 
18,265,600 

88,543,050 
86,645,300 
94,457,300 


1,344,544,741 
1,893,742,141 
1,419,219,663 


•Population. 


3,948 
3,948 
3,967 

6,085 
6,085 
6,010 

4,539 
4,539 

4,578 

7,997 
7,997 
7,974 

18,273 
18,273 
23,196 

11,177 
11,177 
10,997 

407 
407 
402 

18,215 
18,215 
17,696 

49,681 
49,681 
49,376 


679,260 
679,260 
687,497 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


1,456.79 
1,469.82 
1,468.76 

1,887.34 
1,925.28 
1,991.80 

1,572.15 
1,595.18 
1,517.91 

1,586.61 
1,576  36 

1,717.82 

1,701.66 
1,758.84 
1,449.45 

1,860.24 
1,943.16 
2,097.76 

1,112.53 
1,172.85 
1,195.52 

1,031.24 
1,046.05 
1,032.18 

1,683.02 
1,744.03 
1,913.02 


$1,979.42 
2,051.85 
2,064.32 


•Population— Census  of  1925  used  in  1928  and  1929.    1930  Census  figures 
used  in  1930. 
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TABLE  X. 

Incrbasb  or  Dbgbbasb  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tai 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1980. 


HARRINGTON. 


Land... 

IncTMse 

Ptr  C«t 

Imprownenta 

Inereue 

P«rC«Dt 

Tancibia  Panonal 

Increaae 

Per  Cant 

Intandbla  Panonal 

Increasa 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increaae 

Percent 

*Ezemptiona 

Total  AnHiwBod  ValuaUon 

Increaae 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  1100 

Groes  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increaae 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$1,270,600. 

76.600. 

6, 

8,181,200. 

468,200. 

17. 

1.418.900. 

180.600. 

10. 

1.688.700. 
219.800. 
16 

7.869.400. 

888.600. 

18. 

17,000. 

7.842.400. 
888.600. 
18 

2 

124.897. 

86.086. 

40 

124.660 

86,014 

40 

8.810 


00 
00 
88 

00 
00 
14 

00 
00 
18 

00 
00 
62 

00 
00 
66 

00 

00 
00 
68 

04 

08 
80 
68 

28 
40 
66 

88 


1922 


$1,970,600.00 

699.900.00 

66.09 

8.668.600.00 

687,400.00 

17.16 

1,608,660.00 

84.660.00 

6.97 

1.290,600.00 

—248.200.00 

—16.18 

8,488.160.00 

1,078,760.00 

14.69 

9,400.00 

8,428,760.00 

1,061,860.00 

14.78 

1.70 

126,687.06 

1,689.97 

1.86 

126.427.26 

1.876.97 

1.61 

10.108.60 


1928 


$2,098,840.00 

127,840.00 

6.49 

8.806,100.00 

187.600.00 

8.76 

1,648.126.00 

44,676.00 

2.96 

1,886,200.00 

94.700.00 

7.84 

8,887,766.00 

404,616.00 

4.80 

9,400.00 

8,828,866.00 

404,616.00 

4.80 

1.60 

124.781.84 

—1,806.21 

—1.48 

124.681.44 

—1,796.81 

—1.42 

10,694.08 


1924 


$2,114,240  00 
16,900  00 

76 

8,962,926  00 

176,825.00 
4.64 

1,666,676  00 

107,460.00 

6.M 

1*662,000.00 

176,800  00 

12  76 

9,814,740.00 
476,976.00 

6.10 

9,200.00 

9,806,640.00 

477,176.00 

5.41 

1.76 

142.696.22 

17,914.88 

14.86 

142.684.80 
17.902.86 

14.86 

11.166.64 


BRISTOL. 


Land 

Increaae 

Percent 

Improvementa 

Increaae 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increaae 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

*EIxemptiona 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increaae 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

GroesTax 

Increaae 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increaae 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$2,787,400.00 

266,100.00 

10.07 

6.800.600.00 

699,200.00 

16.20 

1,909.700.00 

666.000.00 

68.66 

2.668.400.00 

1.401,800.00 

121.20 

12,666,100.00 

8.022.100.00 

81.69 

20,100.00 

12,686,000.00 

8,021,700.00 

81.76 

2.26 

286.181.86 

81,178.88 

16.28 

284,748.10 

81,208.44 

16.88 

16.048.20 


1922 


$2,849,700.00 

62,800.00 

2.24 

6,878,200.00 

77,600.00 

1.47 

1.968,700.00 

44,000.00 

2.81 

8,079,900.00 

621.600.00 

20.88 

18.261,600.00 

706,400.00 

6.62 

18,100.00 

18,248.400.00 

707,400.00 

6.64 

2.82 

248,682.72 

18.860.87 

6.68 

248,182.00 

18,888.90 

6.70 

16,892.08 


1928 


$2,919,100.00 

69.400.00 

2.44 

6,621,100.00 

242,900.00 

4.62 

2,088,800.00 

86,100.00 

4.86 

2,042,600.00 

—1,087,800.00 

—88.68 

12,621,600.00 

—689,900.00 

—4.84 

19.600.00 

12,602,100.00 

—641.800.00 

—4.84 

2.40 

262,066.40 

18,688.68 

6.46 

261.618.40 

18,486.40 

6.44 

16.122.62 


1924 


$2,96UOO00 

42.100.00 

1.44 

6,818,900.00 

192,800.00 

8.48 

8,069,900.00 

61,100.00 

8.00 

2,689,700.00 

647,100.00 

81.68 

18,664,700.00 

948,100.00 

7.47 

17,100.00 

18.547,600.00 

946,600.00 

7.50 

2.85 

266.821.80 

4,264.90 

1.62 

266,988.95 
4,820.55 

1.65 

16,267.12 


•Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1980. 

barrington. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$2,062,246.00 

—61,996.00 

—2.98 

12,182.600.00 

180,255.00 

6.84 

$2,479,100.00 

296.600.00 

13.59 

$2,562,000.00 

82.900.00 

8.34 

$2,670,750.00 

8.750.00 

.84 

$2,658,250.00 

82,500.00 

3.21 

4,886,850.00 

862,926.00 

8.86 

4,542,200.00 

206,860.00 

4.76 

4,902,250.00 

860,050.00 

7.98 

5,199.500.00 

297.250.00 

6.06 

6.448,700.00 

244,200.00 

4.70 

6,653,050.00 

209,860.00 

3.85 

1,888,620.00 

—271,965.00 

—16.48 

1,819.970.00 

—68.660.00 

—4.60 

1,571,895.00 

251,926.00 

19.09 

2,429.100.00 

857.205.00 

54.58 

1.782,900.00 

-^46,200.00 

—26.60 

1,887.100.00 

54.200.00 

3.04 

1,809.480.00 

—262.620.00 

—16.17 

2,448,880.00 

1,188.860.00 

86.59 

2,879,020.00 

486.690.00 

17.88 

8,368,670.00 

489,650.00 

17.01 

8.429,670.00 

61,000.00 

1.81 

3.780,400.00 

860.730.00 

10.28 

9,081,196.00 

—288,645.00 

—2.51 

10,488,000.00 

1,406.805.00 

15.49 

11,882.266.00 

1,844.265.00 

12.82 

18.559,270.00 

1,727,005.00 

14.60 

13,227,020.00 

—882.260.00 

—2.45 

13.923,800.00 

696,780.00 

5.27 

9,700.00 

14,800.00 

29,500.00 

60.650.00 

68,700.00 

84.060.00 

9,071,495.00 

—234.046.00 

—2.51 

10,478.200.00 

1.401,705.00 

16.45 

11,802.766.00 

1,829.665.00 

12.70 

18,508,620.00 

1.705,866.00 

14.45 

18,168.820.00 

—850,800.00 

—2.69 

18.889.750.00 

681.430.00 

5.18 

2.06 

1.82 

1.92 

1.70 

1.94 

1.80 

166,886.24 

22,689.02 

15.86 

166,186.81 

—9.148.98 

—6.68 

188.418.88 

27,282.07 

17.44 

186,714.88 

8,296.50 

1.80 

208,787.27 

17,072.89 

9.14 

197.702.80 

—6.084.47 

—2.99 

166,186.42 

22,601.12 

16.86 

155.916.96 

—9,218.47 

—6.58 

182.851.98 

26.985.03 

17.28 

186,858.88 

8,001.86 

1.64 

202,454.49 

16.600.66 

8.98 

196.189.90 

—6.264.69 

—8.09 

10.886.79 

12,667.84 

14,168.81 

16,210.84 

11.842.48 

8,838.07 

BRISTOL. 


1925 


$2,985,800.00 

24.600.00 

.88 

6.857.500.00 

43,600.00 

.76 

2,061,100.00 

—48,800.00 

—2.32 

2.695,200.00 

6,600.00 

.20 

13,689,600.00 

24,900.00 

.18 

16,100.00 

18,574.500.00 

26.900.00 

.20 

2.40 

272,246.40 

6,925.10 

2.22 

271.884.00 

5,946.05 

2.28 

164S89.40 


1926 


$3,493,800.00 

508,000.00 

17.01 

7,101,900.00 

1,244,400.00 

21.24 

2,002.500.00 

—48,600.00 

—2.37 

2,936,800.00 

241,100.00 

8.94 

15,684.600.00 

1.944,900.00 

14.31 

14,100.00 

15,620.400.00 

1,946,900.00 

14.38 

2.47 

322.920.74 

50,674.84 

18.61 

322,572.47 

50,688.47 

18.64 

18,624.48 


1927 


$3,630,000.00 

36.200.00 

1.04 

7.236.000.00 

134,100.00 

1.89 

2,029.800.00 

26.800.00 

1.84 

2,877,700.00 

—58,600.00 

—2.00 

16,673,000.00 

188,500.00 

.89 

47,566.66 

16.626.433.84 

106.038.34 

.68 

2.80 

805,802.70 

—17,118.04 

—5.30 

304.714.87 

—17.858.10 

—6.54 

18.750.52 


1928 


$3,580,300.00 

300.00 

.01 

7,372.900.00 

186,900.00 

1.89 

2.063.900.00 

34.600.00 

1.71 

8.711.800.00 

884.100.00 

28.98 

16.678,900.00 

1.006,900.00 

6.42 

68.700.00 

16,620.200.00 

994.766.66 

6.37 

2.32 

315.683.92 

9.881.22 

8.23 

814.368.16 

9.663.79 

3.17 

19,944.24 


1929 


$3,648,000.00 

17,700.00 

.60 

7,662,500.00 

189.600.00 

2.57 

2,124,000.00 

60,100.00 

2.91 

4,886,500.00 

674,700.00 

18.18 

17,621,000.00 

942,100.00 

5.65 

57,800.00 

17,568,700.00 

948,500.00 

6.68 

2.46 

343,114.70 

27,430.78 

8.69 

841,719.54 

27,861.38 

8.70 

16,807.88 


1930 


$3,928,200.00 

376,200.00 

10.67 

8,680,800.  PO 

1,118,800.00 

14.79 

2,147.600.00 

23,600.00 

1.11 

4,027.400.00 

—359.100.00 

—8.19 

18.778.900.00 

1.157,900.00 

6.67 

78,400.00 

18,705,500.00 

1.141,800.00 

6.60 

2.48 

881,946.80 

88,882.10 

11.82 

380,147.28 

38.427.74 

11.25 

16,166.26 


82 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


BURRILLVILLE. 


1921 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Perwnal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SuteTax 


$1,284,925.00 

17.475.00 

1.44 

2,779,100.00 

10400.00 

.87 

1,651,600.00 

52,250.00 

8.49 

56,880.00 

—15,000.00 

—21.02 

5,622.005.00 

64.825.00 

1.16 

9.900.00 

5,612.105.00 

66,825.00 

1.19 

2.00 

111,588.02 

1,586.50 

1.40 

111,840.02 

1,576.50 

1.44 

6,784.52 


1922 


$1,280,975.00 

—8,950.00 

—.82 

2,858.450.00 

74,850.00 

2.68 

1,678,850.00 

126.750.00 

8.17 

55.880.00 

—500.00 

—  .89 

5,818,655.00 

196.650.00 

8.49 

9,200.00 

5.809.455.00 

197.850.00 

8.52 

2.00 

115,479.02 

8,941.00 

8.58 

115,295.02 

8.955.00 

8.55 

6.971.84 


1928 


$1,219,125.00 

—11,850.00 

—.96 

2,891,950.00 

88,500.00 

1.85 

1,748,850.00 

65.000.00 

8.87 

55,880.00 


5,910,805.00 

91,650.00 

1.58 

9,000.00 

5,901.806.00 

91,850.00 

1.58 

2.00 

117.812.02 

1,888.00 

1.59 

117,182.02 

1.887.00 

1.59 

7,081.66 


1924 


$1,240,400.00 

21.275  00 

1.75 

2,980.250.00 

88,800  00 

1.32 

1,810.100  00 

66.750  00 

8.8S 

46,480  00 

—7,400.00 

—13  24 

6.029,230.00 

118,925.00 

2.01 

7.000  00 

6.022.230  00 

120.925.00 

2.05 

2.00 

119,808.92 

2,496.90 

2.13 

119,668  92 

2,536.90 

2.17 

7.226  67 


CENTRAL  FALLS. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent.  . 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

GroesTax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SuteTax 


1921 


$2,808,681.00 

1,296.00 

.04 

9.004.191.00 

221.400.00 

2.62 

4,696,776.00 

—163.014.00 

— «.86 

856,218.00 

58,504.00 

6.67 

17,864,711.00 

118.186.00 

.66 

12,672.00 

17,862.189.00 

116,227.00 

.67 

2.26 

874,866.06 

26,280.10 

7.68 

874,688.19 

26,276.11 

7.64 

20.822.56 


1922 


$2,812,048.00 

8,512.00 

.18 

9.641.991.00 

687,800.00 

7.08 

5.896.902.00 

701,126.00 

14.98 

1,006,701.00 

160,488.00 

17.58 

18,857,687.00 

1.492,926.00 

8.69 

11,672.00 

18.846.066.00 

1.493,926.00 

8.61 

2.26 

405,672.84 

80,806.78 

8.22 

405,412.47 

80.829.28 

8.28 

22,615.27 


1928 


1924 


$2,822,571.00 

10,528.00 

.87 

10,087,541.00 

896,650.00 

4.10 

5,527,677.00 

180.775.00 

2.42 

1.104,205.00 

97.504.00 

9.69 

19,491,994.00 

684,867.00 

8.88 

9,872.00 

19,482,622.00 

686,657.00 

8.38 

2.25 

418,142.06 

12,469.22 

8.07 

417,981.20 

12,618.78 

3.09 

28,879.14 


$2,811,464.00 

—11.107.00 

—.40 

10,668.191.00 

620.650.00 

6.19 

5,086.821  00 
--442,356.00 

—8.00 

1,293.587.00 

129.832.00 

11.71 

19,788,613.00 

296.519.00 

1  5S 

8,872.00 

19,780,141.00 
297,519.00 

1  M 

2  25 

422,481.10 

4,279.04 

1.02 

422,282  73 

4,301.53 
1.03 

28,736.16 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towto,  1921-1930. 


BURRILLVILLE. 


1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

$1,255,225.00 

14,826.00 

1.19 

$1,257,400.00 

2.175.00 

.17 

$1,164,075.00 

—98.825.00 

—7.42 

$1,160,800.00 

—8,275.00 

—.28 

$1,182,125.00 

21,825.00 

1.84 

$1,228,800.00 

46,175.00 

8.91 

8.016.100.00 

85,850.00 

2.98 

8.061.050.00 

84,950.00 

1.16 

2.946.150.00 

—104.900.00 

—3.44 

2,947,950.00 

1,800.00 

.06 

8.015,560.00 

67,600.00 

2.29 

8.260,850.00 

244,800.00 

8.12 

1,965,400.00 

155.800.00 

8.58 

2,021,000.00 

55.600.00 

2.88 

1,999.700.00 

—21.800.00 

—1.05 

1.908,950.00 

—90.750.00 

—4.54 

1,802»900.00 

—106,060.00 

—6.56 

1.820,750.00 

17,860.00 

.99 

50.980.00 
2.500.00 

50.980.00 

80.891.00 

29,911.00 

58.67 

6,190.816.00 

—189.614.00 

—2.97 

49,980.00 

—80,911.00 

—88.21 

6.067,680.00 

—128,186.00 

—1.99 

47.280.00 

—2.700.00 

—5.40 

6.047.865.00 

—19.825.00 

—.88 

44.180.00 
—8.100.00 

5.16 

—6.56 

6.287,705.00 

258,475.00 

4.29 

6.880.480.00 

92.725.00 

1.47 

6.858,680.00 

805,725.00 

5.06 

7,000.00 

6.000.00 

65.700.00 

72.825.00 

88.060.00 

84.150.00 

6.280.705.00 

258,475.00 

4.29 

6,874,480.00 

98.725.00 

1.49 

6,125,116.00 

—249.814.00 

—3.91 

5.995,855.00 

—129,761.00 

—2.12 

5.964.806.00 

—80.550.00 

—.51 

6.269.480.00 

804.625.00 

5.11 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.80 

2.80 

124,988.42 

5.129.50 

4.28 

126.792.92 

1,854.50 

1.48 

122.522.06 

—4,270.86 

—8.87 

120,558.92 

—1,968.14 

—1.61 

188.202.85 

17.648.48 

14.64 

145.292.92 

7,090.67 

5.18 

124.814.42 

5.145.50 

4.30 

126.688.92 

1.874.50 

1.48 

121.224.06 

—5.464  86 

—4.81 

119.128.42 

—2,100.64 

—1.78 

186,811.20 

17,187.78 

14.48 

148,876.47 

7,065.27 

5.18 

7.586.84 

7,649.81 

7.850.18 

7.194.42 

5  868.82 

6.098.49 

central  falls. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$2,884,951.00 

28,487.00 

.88 

$2,865,860.00 

80,409.00 

1.07 

$8,405,185.00 

589,825.00 

18.84 

$8,398,118.00 

—7,067.00 

—.21 

$4,805,887.00 

1,407,269.00 

41.41 

$4,840,845.00 

85.458.00 

.74 

11,295,091.00 

686,900.00 

5.97 

12,090.941.00 

795,850.00 

7.04 

12,698,591.00 

602,650.00 

4.98 

12,898,841.00 

206.250.00 

1.62 

18,188.429.00 

289,588.00 

1.86 

18,524,961.00 

886,532.00 

2.94 

6,771,225.00 

686.904.00 

18.49 

5.888.416.00 

117.191.00 

2.03 

6.204.286.00 

815.870.00 

5.86 

6.266,687.00 

62,251.00 

1.00 

6,225.012.00 

-^1625.00 

—.66 

5,917,485.00 

—807,577.00 

-^.94 

1.852.582.00 

118.995.00 

9.65 

1.886.415.00 

—16.117.00 

—1.19 

1.588.610.00 

247,196.00 

18.50 

1,810.947.00 

—272,668.00 

—17.22 

1.278.150.00 

—87,797.00 

—2.88 

1,107.842.00 

—166,808.00 

—12.98 

21,258,799.00 

1,465,286.00 

7.40 

22,181,182.00 

927,888.00 

4.86 

28,886,672.00 

1,706,540.00 

7.69 

28,874.448.00 

—12,229.00 

—.05 

25,441.978.00 

1.567,585.00 

6.57 

25.891,088.00 

—50.895.00 

—.20 

6,000.00 

8,871.00 

86.018.00 

89.484.00 

56,428.00 

98,868.00 

21,247,799.00 

1,467,658.00 

7.42 

22,172.261.00 

924.462.00 

4.85 

28,850,659.00 

1,678,898.00 

7.57 

23,884,959.00 

—15  700.00 

—  .07 

25,885.550.00 

1.560.591.00 

6.51 

25,292,220.00 

—98,880.00 

—.87 

2.26 

2.25 

2.25 

2.25 

2.25 

2.25 

458,188.62 

80.767.52 

7.28 

474.851.79 

21,168.17 

4.67 

508.158.84 

88.801.55 

7.13 

512,922.48 

4,769.09 

.94 

548,891.22 

85.968.79 

7.01 

550.804.29 

1,918.07 

.36 

458.011.58 

80.778.80 

7.29 

474.168.48 

21,161.90 

4.67 

507,843.05 

83.179.62 

7.00 

612,084.04 

4,690.99 

.92 

647.687.69 

85,608.65 

6.96 

648,594.67 

956.98 

.17 

26,497.85 

26,606.71 

28,620.79 

28,601.95 

22.846.99 

28,815.27 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

INCRBABB  OR  DECREASB  IN  LOCAL  VALUATIONS,  GROSS  TAX  AND  NBT  TAX 

Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


CHARLESTOWN. 


1921 

1922 

1928 

1924 

Land 

$424,400.00 

82,450.00 

8.28 

907.800.00 

56.800.00 

6.68 

107.800.00 

860.00 

.88 

105.400.00 

15,500.00 

17.24 

1,644.900.00 

105.100.00 

7.80 

9.650.00 

1.685.250.00 

102.700.00 

7.17 

1.00 

14.816.60 

958.00 

6.91 

14.720.10 

984.00 

6.78 

1.842.80 

$484,650.00 

10»260.00 

2.42 

928.560.00 

20.760.00 

2.29 

99,800.00 
—8.000.00 

—7.46 

104.700.00 

—700.00 

—  .67 

1.667.200.00 

22.800.00 

1.44 

8.850.00 

1.558,860.00 

28,100.00 

1.51 

1.00 

15,048.80 

227.20 

1.58 

14.955.30 

285.20 

1.60 

1.870.02 

$462,250.00 

17.600.00 

4.05 

986.750.00 

58.200.00 

6.27 

114.850.00 

15.650.00 

15.66 

114.700.00 

10.000.00 

9.55 

1.668,550.00 

101,860.00 

6.47 

8.700.00 

1.669.860.00 

10L500.00 

6.51 

1.00 

16.997.80 

958.60 

6.84 

15.910.80 

955.00 

6.89 

1.991.82 

$470,150  00 

17.900.00 

3  96 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improveroenta 

1.O89.150.00 

62.400  00 

K  SI 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

188.560.00 

28,700.00 

20.63 

121.700  00 
7.000.00 

6.10 

1.769.650  00 

101.000  00 

fi  05 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^EjEemptions 

8.100. 00 

1.761.450  00 

101.600.00 

6  12 

Toul  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  flOO 

1  00 

Gross  Tax 

16  965  SO 

Increase 

968  00 

Per  Cent 

6  0& 

Net  Tax 

16.884.  SO 

974  OO 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

6  12 

State  Tax 

2,113.74 

COVENTRY. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

InUngible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

*Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


$922,650.00 

10.250.00 

1.12 

2.958.000.00 

85,875.00 

2.99 

1.688.726.00 

124.025.00 

8.50 

873.500.00 

—40.800.00 

—9.74 

5.882.876.00 

179.850.00 

8.18 

19.800.00 

6.818.576.00 

177.950.00 

8.15 

1.25 

69.786.19 

16.688.74 

29.03 

69.503.44 

15.629.99 

29.01 

6.976.29 


1922 


$922,000.00 
— 650.00 

—  .07 

8.106.800.00 

168.800.00 

5.19 

1.686.800.00 

2.575.00 

.16 

870.800.00 
—3.200.00 

—  .86 

5.984,900.00 

152.026.00 

2.61 

17.200.00 

5.967,700.00 

154.125.00 

2.66 

1.86 

77.278.80 

7.542.11 

10.82 

77.050.85 

7.547.41 

10.86 

7.161.24 


1928 


$912,480.00 

—9.620.00 

—1.08 

8,120.800.00 

14.000.00 

.45 

1,688.500.00 

47.200.00 

2.98 

821.600.00 

—48.800.00 

—18.18 

5,987.780.00 

2.880.00 

.05 

19.900.00 

6.967,880.00 

180.00 

.008 

1.25 

72.114.50 

—6,168.80 

—6.66 

71.870.00 

—6.180.85 

— «.72 

7,161.45 


1924 


$924,016  OO 

11.535.00 

1.26 

8.174.276.00 

53,975.00 

178 

1.741.920  00 
108.420  00 

6.64 

808.700  00 

—12.800  00 

—3.98 

6.148,910  00 

161.130.00 

2.69 

19.900.00 

6429.010.(K> 
161.180.00 

2.70 

1.40 

88»997.74 
10.883  24 

15.09 

88.724  14 

10.854  14 

15.10 

7.854.81 


♦Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.--Con^inued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


charlestown. 


1926 


$629,460.00 

69,800.00 

12.61 

1.184.760.00 

96.600.00 

9.20 

141.960.00 

8.400.00 

2.46 

124.600.00 

2.800.00 

2.80 

1.980,660.00 

161.100.00 

9.10 

8.400.00 

1.922,260.00 

160.800.00 

9.18 

1.26 

28.074.86 

6.10a.66 

86.01 

22.969.86 

6.086.66 

86.04 

2.806.70 


1926 


$674,800.00 

44.860.00 

8.47 

1.287,760.00 

168.000.00 

18.48 

186,660.00 

—5,800.00 

—8.78 

98.000.00 

—26.500.00 

—21.28 

2.096.700.00 

166,060.00 

8.60 

7,100.00 

2.089.600.00 

167.860.00 

8.70 

1.25 

25.876.76 

2.800.90 

9.97 

26.287.01 

2.817.16 

10.09 

2.607.62 


1927 


$592,450.00 

18.160.00 

8.16 

1.864.860.00 

77,100.00 

5.99 

146.200.00 

9,650.00 

6.99 

106.000.00 

8.000.00 

8.16 

2,209,600.00 

112,800.00 

6.88 

12,080.00 

2,197,470.00 

107.870.00 

6.16 

1.25 

26.717.74 

1.841.98 

6.29 

26,567.86 

1.280.86 

5.06 

2,686.96 


1928 


$616,200.00 

28.760.00 

4.01 

1.428,700.00 

68.860.00 

4.68 

147.500.00 

1.800.00 

.89 

105.000.00 

—1.000.00 

—  .94 

2,297,400.00 

87,900.00 

8.98 

18.260.00 

2,284.140.00 

86.670.00 

3.94 

1.25 

27.826.00 

1,107.26 

4.14 

27.659.25 

1.091.89 

4.11 

2,740.96 


1929 


$626,050.00 

9,850.00 

1.60 

1,476.800.00 

48.100.00 

8.87 

174.100.00 

26.600.00 

18.08 

104.000.00 

—1.000.00 

—.96 

2,880.950.00 

88.550.00 

8.64 

10.800.00 

2,870.160.00 

86.010.00 

8.77 

1.25 

28,877.87 

1.052.87 

8.78 

*  28.742.87 

1,088.62 

8.92 

2,188.18 


1980 


$647,160.00 

21.100.00 

8.87 

1,648,150.00 

71,850.00 

4.88 

176.050.00 

1,960.00 

1.12 

106,000.00 

2,000.00 

1.92 

2,477.860.00 

96.400.00 

4.06 

11,060.00 

2.466,800.00 

96.160.00 

4.06 

1.26 

80.065.86 

1.187.99 

4.11 

29.927.74 

1.184.87 

4.12 

1.271.92 


COVENTRY. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$940,010.00 

16,995.00 

1.78 

$940,780.00 

720.00 

.08 

$950,045.00 

9.815.00 

.99 

$975,000.00 

24.966.00 

2.68 

$1,019,160.00 

44,150.00 

4.58 

$1,028,436.00 

4.285.00 

.42 

8,491,800.00 

817.626.00 

10.00 

8,494.600.00 

2,700.00 

.08 

8.467.875.00 

—27,125.00 

—.78 

8.529.926.00 

62,650.00 

1.80 

8,428,560.00 

—106,376.00 

—8.01 

8,435.655.00 

12,106.00 

.85 

2,129.425.00 

887,605.00 

22.24 

2,081.276.00 

—98.150.00 

—4.61 

1.880,560.00 

—160,715.00 

—7.42 

1,878,040.00 

—7,520.00 

—  .40 

1,989.776.00 

66,785.00 

3.56 

1.687,425.00 

—262,860.00 

—18.01 

828.800.00 

14,600.00 

4.78 

887.860.00 

14.d50.00 

4.84 

886.000.00 

—1.860.00 

—.40 

842.000.00 

6.000.00 

1.79 

840,250.00 

—1,750.00 

—  .51 

418.960.00 

78.700.00 

28.18 

6.884.586.00 

786.625.00 

11.96 

6.808,865.00 

-^0,680. 00 

—1.17 

6.638.980.00 

—169,876.00 

—2.60 

6.719.966.00 

85.985.00 

1.80 

6,722,725.00 

2,760.00 

.04 

6.566,465.00 

—167,260.00 

—2.84 

17,650.00 

14,000.00 

42.546.00 

87.100.00 

78.600.00 

82,600.00 

6,866,885.00 

787.875.00 

12.08 

6,789,856.00 

—77,080.00 

—1.12 

6.691.486.00 

—198,420.00 

—2.92 

6.682.866.00 

91.480.00 

1.89 

6,649,125.00 

-^8,740.00 

—  .50 

6.482,865.00 

—166,260.00 

—2.60 

1.75 

1.65 

1.66 

1.80 

2.00 

2.00 

116.114.80 

88.117.06 

39.90 

108,046.72 

—^,068.08 

—6.95 

106.260.66 

—2,786.06 

—2.58 

116.171.87 

10.910.71 

10.37 

129,010.50 

12,839.18 

11.05 

124,606.10 

—4,404.40 

— «.41 

116.812.67 

88.088.68 

40.00 

107,821.97 

—7,990.70 

—6.90 

104,564.92 

—8.257.05 

—3.02 

115.510.57 

10.945.65 

10.47 

127,538.50 

12.027.93 

10.41 

122.964.10 

—4,684.40 

—8.69 

8.240.26 

8.147.82 

7,909.72 

• 

8.019.43 

5,984.21 

6.225.54 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


CRANSTON. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase '. 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. .  .  . 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


1922 


1928 


1924 


$8,412,810. 
9.090 

18.629.815. 
268.890 
1. 

8.668.565 
620.645. 
16 

8.182.490. 

—104,260. 

—8. 

88.888.680. 
694.856. 
2 

46.160 

88.848.580. 
694.645 
2 

2. 

626.858 
45.468. 

7. 

625.973. 
46.424. 

7. 

40.612. 


00, 

oo' 

HI 
OOi 
00 
46 

00 
00 
56 

00 
00 
17 

00 

oo; 

09< 

oo; 

00 
00 
09; 

00 

76 
08 
82 

96 
65 
82 

23 


18.476.260 
62.450 

19.684.860 

1,056.085 

5 

3.744.410 

80.845 

2 

3,669.640 

487.150 

1 

85.574.160 

1.685,480 

4 

43.100 

85.531.060 

1,687.530 

4 

2 

652.768 

25,915 

4 

651.927 
25.958. 
4 

42.637 


00: 
OOt 

74j 

oo! 

OOi 

661 

oo! 
OOi 
21 

00 
00 
58 

00 
00 
97 

00' 

00' 
00 
99' 

00! 

96< 
20 
14. 

761 
801 
15| 

27; 


$8,998,610.00 

528.850.00 

6.18 

22.692.160.00 

3.007.310.00 

15.28 

4.676.995.00 

932.585.00 

24  91. 

4.119.616.00 

449,975.00 

12.26 

40,487.380.00 

4.918.220.00 

13.81i 

37.690.001 

40.449,690.00) 

4.918,680.00 

18  84 

2.00 

743.888.76 

91,064.80 

18.96 

748.099.16 

91,171.40 

13.98 

48.589  62 


$9,118,655  00 

119.945  00 

1  S3 

24.127.685  00 

1,486.425  00 

6  S3 

6.118,800.00 
1.486.805  00 

30  72 

8.599.535  00 

—620.080  00 

—12  62 

42.969.475.00 
2.472.095  00 

6.11 

80.625  00 

42.928.850  00 

2.479.160.00 

6  13 

2.00 

801,596.94 

67.763  18 

7.77 


800.992  44 
67.893.28 

7  79 

61,514.62 


CUMBERLAND. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

ToUl  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

■"Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1921 


1922 


$2,626,215.00 

28,295.00 

1.09 

5.222,900.00 

258.500.00 

5.21 

8.112,850.00 

102.700.00 

8.41 

328.010.00 

18.700.00 

6.15 

11.284,975.00 

408,195.00 

3.75 

13,400.00 

11.271,575.00 

409.395.00 

8.77 

1.65 

182.164.46 

11,787.70 

6.92 

181,943.36 

11.800.20 

6.94 

13.525.89 


$2,668,375.00 

37,160.00 

1.41 

6.809.880.00 

86.930.00 

1.66 

8.122.250.00 

9.400.00 

80! 

858.760. 00 1 
80.760.00! 

9.83; 

11.449.215.00 

164.240.00 

1.46 

13.200.00 

11.486,015.00 

164,440.00 

1.46 

1.65 

184,490.05 

2.825.59 

1.27 

184.272.26 
2.828.89 

1.27 

13.723.21 


1928 

1924 

$2,694,620.00 

31.246.00 

1.17 

$2,681,770.00 

—12,860.00 

—.48 

5.684.600.00 

374.770.00 

7.06 

6.769.060.00 
74.460.00 

LSI 

3.301.900.00 

179.650.00 

5.75 

8.244.200.00 

—57.700.00 

—1.75 

871.160.00 

17.400.00 

4.92 

472.460.00 
101,800.00 

27.29 

12,052.280.00 

608.066.00 

5.27 

12.167,480.00 

106.200.00 

.87 

12.200.00 

9.200.00 

12.040.080.00 

604.065.00 

5.28 

12.148.280.00 

108.200.00 

.90 

1.90 

1.90 

228.426.92 

88.986.87 

21.11 

228.904.78 

478.86 

.21 

228.194.12 

88.921.87 

21.12 

228.729.98 

685.86 

.24 

14.448.09 

14.577.93 

^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1&21-1930. 


CRANSTON. 

1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$9,646,886.00 

628.880.00 

6.79 

$10,168,820.00 

616.486.00 

6.86 

$12,860,170.00 

2.186.860.00 

21.62 

$11,769,616.00 

—680.666.00 

—4.70 

$14,462,160.00 

2,692,536.00 

22.88 

$14,428,606.00 

—88,646.00 

—.23 

26.660,626.00 

1,682,940.00 

6.86 

81,221,170.00 

6,660.646.00 

21.67 

82.842.890.00 

1,121.720.00 

8.69 

86.642.786.00 

8.199.846.00 

9.89 

88,602,260.00 

2,969.626.00 

8.83 

89,826.185.00 

1.828.875.00 

3.44 

6.798.160.00 

679.860.00 

11.11 

7,029.200.00 

286.040.00 

8.47 

7,888,640.00 

804.440.00 

4.88 

7.684.140.00 

200.600.00 

2.78 

8,424.600.00 

890.860.00 

11.82 

8.464.120.00 

89,620.00 

.47 

8.886.266.00 

286,720.00 

6.68 

4,241,276.00 

406.020.00 

10.66 

4,761.226.00 

609.960.00 

12.02 

6,787.960.00 

2,086.726.00 

42.87 

7.068.060.00 

275.100.00 

4.06 

7,897.066.00 

884,006.00 

11.81 

46.986,826.00 

2.977,860.00 

6.93 

62,664.966.00 

6,718.140.00 

14.62 

66.777.926.00 

4.122.960.00 

7.88 

61,634,440.00 

4.866.616.00 

8.66 

68,461,960.00 

6,817,520.00 

11.06 

70,616,816.00 

2,168,866.^0 

8.16 

27,870.00 

27,260.00 

167,700.00 

166.960.00 

183.170.00 

872,620.00 

46,908.966.00 

2,980.106.00 

6.94 

62.627.716.00 

6,718.760.00 

14.68 

66,620.226.00 

8,992.610.00 

7.59 

61.477.490.00 

4.867.266.00 

8.68 

68.268.790.00 

6,791.800.00 

11.05 

70,248,196.00 

1,974,406.00 

2.89 

2.16 

2.16 

2.16 

2.16 

2.80 

2.80 

920.607.27 

118,910.83 

14.88 

1,067,869.48 

187,862.16 

14.92 

1,187,678.96 

79,719.62 

7.64 

1,206.861.88 

68,772.88 

6.06 

1.440,197.18 

288,845.80 

19.88 

1,474,119.70 

38.922.67 

2.86 

919.916.82 

118.924.88 

14.86 

1.067.282.81 

187.866.49 

14.98 

1,184.188.40 

76,906.09 

7.27 

1,202,976.91 

68,788.61 

6.07 

1,486.984.22 

238,007.81 

19.37 

1,465.678.89 

29.594.67 

2.06 

66.090.74 

68.168.26 

67,944.27 

78,772.98 

61,441.91 

62.287.10 

cumberl 

AND. 

1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$2,711,266.00 

29.486.00 

1.10 

$2,766,020.00 

68,764.00 

1.98 

$2,886,286.00 

121,266.00 

4.89 

$2,931,886.00 

46.060.00 

1.66 

$3,210,685.00 

279,260.00 

9.68 

$8,220,360.00 

9,776.00 

.80 

6.880.600.00 

121,460.00 

2.11 

6,028,100.00 

142,600.00 

2.42 

6,126.160.00 

108.060.00 

1.71 

6.284.060.00 

167.900.00 

2.68 

6,870.460.00 

86.400.00 

1.87 

6,428.200.00 

67,760.00 

.91 

8,228.696.00 

—16,606.00 

—  .48 

8,176.140.00 

—68,466.00 

—1.66 

8,169,970.00 

—16,170.00 

—  .48 

2,978.690.00 

—181.880.00 

—6.74 

3,009,750.00 

81,160.00 

1.05 

2,867.700.00 

—142  060.00 

—4.72 

882,200.00 

--90.260.00 

—19.10 

872,100.00 

—10,100.00 

—2.64 

861.900.00 

—10,200.00 

—2.74 

849.700.00 

—12.200.00 

—8.87 

381.000.00 

81,800.00 

8.96 

867,200.00 

—28,800.00 

—6.25 

12.202,661.00 

46,071.00 

.87 

12.886.860.00 

182,809.00 

1.09 

12,684,806.00 

198.946.00 

1.61 

12.543.676.00 

9,870.00 

.07 

12,971,786.00 

428,110.00 

3.41 

12,873,460.00 

—98,826.00 

—  .76 

8,200.00 

8.200.00 

81.860.00 

62.260.00 

68,460.00 

69.800.00 

12,194.861.00 

46,071.00 

.88 

12,827,160.00 

182,809.00 

1.09 

12.602.466.00 

176.296.00 

1.42 

12,491.426.00 

—11.080.00 

—  .09 

12.908.835.00 

416.910.00 

3.84 

12,808.660.00 

—104,676.00 

—  .81 

1.90 

1.90 

1.90 

1.90 

1.90 

1.90 

226,116.47 

2.210.69 

.99 

228.790.84 

2,674.87 

1.18 

282,728 .  80 

8,982.96 

1.72 

288.084.83 

861.08 

.16 

240,748.91 

7.664.68 

3.29 

289.287.74 

—1.611.17 

—.68 

226.969.67 

2,229.69 

1.00 

228,687.64 

2,677.87 

1.18 

282,118.16 

8.480.61 

1.62 

282.091.68 

—26.67 

—.01 

239.648.86 

7,461.78 

8.21 

287.911.64 

—1.681.82 

—.68 

14,688.22 

14,792.69 

16.002.94 

14,989.71 

11,617.60 

10,111.24 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

INCRBASB  OB  DBCREASB  IN  LoCAL  VALUATIONS,  GR068  TAX  AND  NET  TAX 
ASSBS8BD,  AND  AMOUNT  OF  STATB  TAX,  BY  CITIES  AND  TOWNS,  1921-1930. 


EAST  GREENWICH. 


Land 

Increaae 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increeae 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  PerBonsl 

Increue 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

ToUl  Aswssed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  |100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increese 

Percent 

SUteTax 


1921 


1641.275.00 

12.0S0.0O 

1.92 

1,684,925.00 

68.600.00 

8.50 

565.800.00 

48,690.00 

8.88 

698,850.00 

—17.250.00 

—2.88 

8.884.850.00 

92,090.00 

2.80 

11.700.00 

8.878.150.00 

92.290.00 

2.81 

2.00 

68.208.40 

7.482.12 

14.75 

57,969.40 
7,462.82 

14.78 

4.047.78 


1922 


$645,875.00 

4.100.00 

.64 

1,774.475.00 

189,550.00 

11.96 

618.800.00 

47.000.00 

8.82 

1,078.600.00 

480.250.00 

80.94 

4,106.750.00 

720,900.00 

21.30 

11,500.00 

4,094,250.00 

721.100.00 

21.88 

2.00 

64,987.40 

6,784.00 

11.67 

64,707.40 

6,788.00 

11.62 

4,918.10 


1928 


1924 


1678,475.00 

88,100.00 

4.85 

1,846,875.00 

71.900.00 

4.05 

682,726.00 

20,425.00 

3.84 

1.146,280.00 

72,680.00 

6.77 

4,298.806.00 

198,066.00; 

4.70 

9.000.00 

4.289.805.00 

196,555.00 

4.78 

2.15 

72.865.27 

7.427  87 

11.44 

72,171.77 

7.464.87 

11.64 

6.147.76 


$687,885  00 

18360.00 

2.06 

1.974,875.00 

188,000.00 

6.93 

682.800.00 
60,075.00 

7.91 

868380.00 

— »?7,400.00 

—24.20 

4.218.840  00 

—86.465.00 

—1.99 

9.000  00 

4.204J40  00 

—85.465.00 

—1.99 

2.20 

77,064  64 

4,689  27 

6.48 

76,866  64 

4.684  77 

6.49 

5,045.20 


EAST  PROVIDENCE. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

ToUl  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


$5,054,999.00 

183.867.00 

8.76 

12.782,007.00 

968.815.00 

8.11 

8.878,876.00 

255,400.00 

8.19 

1.818,685.00 

—492,680.00 

—27.27 

22.524.066.00 

904.602.00 

4.18 

40.885.00 

22.488,681.00 

900,672.00 

4.17 

1.90 

408.251.98 

108.827.43 

84.11 

407,484.67 

108,608.44 

84.09 

26,980.41 


1922 


$5,188,836.00 

78.886.00 

1.56 

18.477.745.00 

696.788.00 

5.44 

8.414.440.00 

41.066.00 

1.22 

1,248.105.00 

—65,580.00 

—4.99 

28,274,125.00 

760,069.00 

3.33 

89,885.00 

28,284.240.00 

750.559.00 

3.84 

2.09 

466.386.24 

67.084.26 

18.98 

464.502.65 

67.017.98 

18.99 

27.881.08 


1928 


1924 


$6,166,750.00 

82.915.00 

.64 

14.816.600.00 

887,756.00 

6.21 

8.582,960.00 

168.620.00 

4.94 

1,303,660.00, 

56,655.00 

4.45 

24.868,870.00 

1,094.745.00 

4.70 

48.690.00 

24.320.280.00 

1.086,040.00 

4.68 

2.10 

489.684.061 
24,247.81 
5.21 

488.668.66 

24.061.01 

5.18 

29,184.88 


$6,171,815  00 

6.066  00 

.10 

16,604,770.00 

1389.270.00 

9.01 

4.049,205.00 

466.246.00 

13.01 

1.898,015.00 
94.866  00 

7.24 

26.223.805.00 
1.864.935.00 

7.61 

48.745.00 

26.180,060.00 

1.869.780.00 

7.65 

2.10 

626,983.66 

87,849.61 

7.63 

626,015  02 

87.451  36 

7.66 

81,416.07 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


east  GREENWICH. 


1926 


$772,102.00 

84,767.00 

12.88 

2,166.776.00 

191,400.00 

9.69 

787.960.00 

66,160.00 

8.08 

879,780.00 

10.900.00 

1.26 

4,665,667.00 

842,217.00 

8.12 

7,000.00 

4,648.667.00 

844.217.00 

8.19 

2.00 

77,085.46 

—19.08 

—  .02 

76,896.46 

88.92 

.06 

6,458.26 


1926 


$842,510.00 

70,408.00 

9.12 

2,844,160.00 

178,876.00 

8.24 

721,616.00 

—16,884.00 

—2.21 

812,980.00 

—66,800.00 

—7.69 

4.721.806.00 

166,649.00 

8.64 

6,000.00 

4,716.206.00 

166,649.00 

a. 66 

2.00 

81.417.24 

4,881.78 

6.69 

81,297.24 

4,401.78 

6.72 

5,668.24 


1927 


$980,286.00 

87,776.00 

10.42 

2,748.700.00 

899,550.00 

17.04 

709,982.00 

—11.684.00 

—1.62 

708,895.00 

—109,636.00 

—18.47 

6,087,812.00 

866,106.00 

7.76 

26.156.00 

6.061,167.00 

845.961.00 

7.84 

2.16 

97,067.80 

15,660.66 

19.22 

96.605.47 

15,208.28 

18.71 

6,078.88 


1928 


$1,062,442.00 

182.157.00 

14.21 

2.819,900.00 

76,200.00 

2  78 

691.978.00 

—17.954.00 

—2.58 

686.195.00 

—17.200.00 

—2.45 

5,260.616.00 

173,208.00 

8.40 

89.081.00 

5,221.484.00 

160.277.00 

8.17 

2.25 

106.666.97 

8.699.17 

8.86 

104.787.65 

8.282.18 

8.58 

6.266.72 


1929 


$1,064,221.00 

1,779.00 

.17 

2.878.826.00 

53.925.00 

1.91 

826.320.00 

184.842.00 

19.41 

778.870.00 

92.675.00 

18.51 

6.543.236.00 

282.721.00 

6.87 

36.500.00 

5,607.786.00 

286,802.00 

5.48 

2.30 

112,695.90 

7.028.93 

6.65 

111.879.40 

7,091.75 

6.77 

4.956.96 


1980 


$1,077,986.00 

18,714.00 

1.89 

2,962.461.00 

88.686.00 

8.08 

844,286.00 

17,966.00 

2.17 

787.640.00 

—41.880.00 

—6.81 

6,622.222.00 

78.986.00 

1.42 

61,165.00 

6.661.057.00 

53,821.00 

.97 

2.40 

120.182.62 

7,486.62 

6.64 

118.714.66 

6.885.16 

6.11 

6,045.86 


EAST  providence. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

$6,213,662.00 

41.847.00 

.81 

$5,486,857.00 

278,196.00 

5.24 

$8,676,632.00 

8,189,676.00 

58.13 

16.984,785.00 

1,829.966.00 

8.62 

18,286,680.00 

1,801,795.00 

7.69 

24.420,690.00 

6.184,160.00 

38.91 

5,176,920.00 

1,127,715.00 

27.86 

5,228,720.00 

46.800.00 

.90 

6,186,696.00 

911,976.00 

17.46 

1.726.270.00 

828,256.00 

28.48 

1,727.680.00 

1.260.00 

.07 

1,764,810.00 

87,280.00 

2.16 

29,061,587.00 

2,827,782.00 

10.78 

80.674.687.00 

1,628,060.00 

6.69 

40,997,727.00 

10,823.090.00 

38.66 

84.275.00 

88,196.00 

77,655.00 

29.017.812.00 

2,887,262.00 

10.84 

80.641,442.00 

1.624.180.00 

6.60 

40,920,172.00 

10,278,780.00 

33  55 

2.10 

2.10 

2.00 

680,736.73 

58,808.07 

10.21 

614.799.37 

84,062.64 

5.87 

791.717.58 

176,918.21 

28.78 

580,016.96 

64,001.94 

10.27 

614,102.^8 

84,086.82 

5.88 

790,166.48 

176,064.20 

28.67 

84.820.77 

86,769.73 

49.104.20 

1928 


$8,662,595.00 

—13,937.00 

—  .16 

25.892.640.00 

1,471,850.00 

6.08 

6,829,020.00 

198,826  00 

8.16 

1,499,856.00 

—266,455.00 

—15.04 

42.888.610.00 

1,885,788.00 

8.38 

161,410.00 

42,282,100.00 

1,311,928.00 

3.21 

2.00 

828,680.52 

81,962.94 

4.04 

820.662.82 

80,486.84 

3.86 

60.678.52 


1929 


1980 


$8,668,100.00 

5.505.00 

.06 

27,051.520.00 

1.158,980.00 

4.48 

6.681.840.00 

852,820.00 

6.57 

1,568.875.00 

69.620.00 

4.64 

43.970.886.00 

1.586.826.00 

3.74 

173.000.00 

43.797.335.00 

1,565.285.00 

3.71 

2.20 

939.107.62 

115.427.10 

14.01 

935.301.62 

114,649.30 

13.97 

39,417.60 


$8,636,000.00 
—32,100.00 

—  .87 

28.184.200  00 

1,132.680.00 

4.19 

6.618.780.00 
—63,060.00 

—  .94 

2,016.670.00 

447.795.00 

28.64 

45,465,650.00 

1.486,816.00 

8.88 

262.100.00 

46,198.650.00 

1.396.216.00 

8.19 

2.16 

946.848.65 

7.241.08 

.77 

940.687.29 

5.385.67 

.58 

89,979.20 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 

EXETER. 


1921 


1922 


Land 

Inerease 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increue 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Peraonal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

ToUl  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

*Ezanptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  1100.  .    . 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUte  Tax 


$317,915.00 

696.00, 

.22 

159.686  00 

—1,496.00 

—  .93 

76.260.00, 


—780 
—1 

154.000 

6.150 

4 

707.810 

4.570.00 

.65 


00 
Ol! 

00' 
00! 

16| 

oo; 


$825,587.00 

7.622.00 

2.40 

162.285.00 

2.650.00 

1  66 

76.860.00 

—900.00 

—1.19 

158,000.00 

4.000.00 

2.60 

721,182.00 

18.872.00 

1.89 


707,810.00 

4.570.00 

.65 

1  50 

8,928.08 
.88 
.01 

8.928.08 
.83 
.01 

849.37 


721.182.00 

18,872.00 

1.89 

1.50 

9.079.78 

156.65 

1.75 

9,079.78 

166.66 

1.75 

865.41 


1923 


$826,927 
1.890 


oo: 

00  i 

.48! 

164.885.00! 
2.050.00 
1.26 

79.960.00 

4.600.00 

6.10 

165.000  00 

—8,000.00 

—1.90 

726.222.00 

6.040.001 

.70 


726,222.00 

6.040.00 

.70 

1  60 

9.188.83 

108.60 

1.20 

9.188.83 

108.60 

1.20 

871.46! 


1924 


$381,117.00 

4,190  00 

1.28 

166.985  00 

1.600  00 

.97 

106.360  00 

25.400  00 

31  76 

156.500  00 

1,500.00 

97 

768.912.00 

82  690.00 

4.50 


758.912  00 
82.690  00 

4  SO 

1  50 

9.662  18 

478  85 

5.16 

9.662  18 
473  85 

5  16 

910.69 


foster. 


1921 


1922 


1928 


1924 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent ' 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Peraonal 

Increase i 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

ToUl  Valuation ' 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

*Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent | 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase ■ 

Percent I 

Net  Tax | 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


$267,650.00 

2,505.00 

.98 

230.045  00 

2,640.00 

1.16 

143,875.00' 
—20,000.00 
—12  24 

63,405.00 

1.000.00 

1.91 

684.475.00 

—18,855.00 

—1.98 

9.405.00 

675.070.00 

—12,980.00 

—1.88 

2.00 

12,885.02 

2.936.52 

29.67 

12,646.92 

2.902.62 

29.79 

810.08 


$259,912.00 

2.262.00 

.88 

286.446.00 

6,400.00 

2.85 

166,890.00 

18,015.00 

9.08 

52,280.00 

—1,125.00 

—2.11 

704,027.00 

19,552.00 

2.86 

9,605.00 

694.422.00 

19,862.00 

2.87 

2.00 

13,244.06 
409.04 


18.051 
405 

888 


03 

96 
04 
03 

80 


$259,580  00 

—382.00 

—  .13: 

289,790.  OOi 

4,845.00' 

1.85, 

128.290.00, 
—28,100.00: 
—17.97 

48,180  00! 

—9,100.00 

—17.41. 

670.840.001 
—38,187.001 

--4.71j 

7.855.00' 

662,986.00 

—81.487.00 

—4.68 

2.00 

12,726.92 

—618.14 

—3.91 

12,668.82 

—488.14 

—8.70 

795.68 


$262,085  00 

2.455  00 

.95 

246.195  00 

6.405  00 

2  67 

139.215  00 

10.926  00 

8.S2 

51.480  00 

8.250  00 

19  11 

698.876  00 
28.035  00 

4  18 

8.365  00 

690.520.00 

27.535  00 

4.15 

2.10 

18.802.06 

1.076  14 

845 

18.685  11 
1,066.29 

8.48 

828.68 


*Soldier8  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


EXETER. 

• 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$882,281.00 

1,114.00 

.84 

$889,140.00 

6.909.00 

2.08 

$851,840.00 

12,200.00 

3.60 

$847,840.00 

—8.600.00 

—1.00 

$849,790.00 

1.950.00 

.66 

$847,290.00 

—2.600.00 

—  .71 

172.866.00 

6.420.00 

8.87 

180,866.00 

8,000.00 

4.64 

188.256.00 

7.900.00 

4.88 

198.806.00 

10.650.00 

5.60 

209,806.00 

11,000.00 

6.58 

218.105.00 

8.800.00 

1.57 

105.650.00 

290.00 

.28 

109.100.00 

8.450.00 

3.26 

111.000.00 

1,900.00 

1.74 

114,600.00 

8.600.00 

8.24 

128.750.00 

9,160.00 

7.98 

134,860.00 

11,100.00 

8.97 

156.500.00 

165.850.00 

—650.00 

—  .41 

784.445.00 

17,709.00 

2.81 

162.550.00 

—3.800.00 

—2.12 

808.145.00 

18.700.00 

2.88 

162.660.00 

158,550.00 

1.000.00 

.66 

886,895.00 

28.100.00 

2.84 

162,160.00 

8.600.00 

5.60 

766.786.00 

7,824.00 

1.08 

818.795.00 

10,660.00 

1.38 

867,896.00 

20,600.00 

2.46 

2  900  00 

8.350.00 

888,646.00 

22,650.00 

2.79 

8  400  00 

766,786.00 

7.824.00 

1.08 

784.446.00 

17,709.00 

2.81 

808.146.00 

18.700.00 

2.88 

810,896.00 

7,750.00 

.96 

858.995.00 

20,450.00 

2.46 

1.60 

1.80 

1.80 

1.80 

1.80 

1.80 

9.779.64 

117.86 

1.21 

11.988.11 

2.158.57 

22.07 

12.820.91 

882.80 

8.21 

12.512.61 

191.70 

1.66 

12,914.41 

401.80 

3.21 

18.168.01 

248.60 

1.92 

9,779.64 

117.86 

1.21 

11.988.11 

2,158.67 

22.07 

12.820.91 

882.80 

8.21 

12.460.41 

189.50 

1.13 

12,854.11 

398.70 

3.16 

18.101.81 

247.70 

1.98 

920.08 

941.88 

968.77 

978.07 

760.19 

656.82 

FOST 

•er. 

1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$297,466.00 

85.480.00 

18.52 

$847,886.00 

50.420.00 

16.96 

$354,720.00 

6,885.00 

1.96 

$868,020.00 

—1.700.00 

—  .48 

$852,080.00 

—940.00 

—  .27 

$864,060.00 

1.980.00 

.56 

286.906.00 

40,710.00 

16.58 

863.850.00 

66,945.00 

28.38 

874,155.00 

20,305.00 

6.74 

880.680.00 

6,475.00 

1.73 

887,880.00 

7,250.00 

1.90 

.    898.665.00 

6.686.00 

1.47 

168,825.00 

24.110.00 

17.82 

168,806.00 

480.00 

.29 

169,660.00 

—4,165.00 

—2.54 

164.476.00 

4,826.00 

3.02 

162,200.00 

—2,276.00 

—1.88 

168.100.00 

6,900.00 

8.64 

66.960.00 

5.520.00 

10.78 

49.026.00 

—7.925.00 

—18.91 

47,225.00 

—1,800.00 

—8.67 

48,225.00 

1,000.00 

2.12 

47,625.00 

—700.00 

—1.46 

60,600.00 

12,976.00 

27.80 

804.645.00 

106,770.00 

16.18 

914.565.00 

109,920.00 

13.66 

986,760.00 

21,185.00 

2.32 

946.350.00 

10.600.00 

1.13 

949,686.00 

8.886  00 

.85 

976,225.00 

26,540.00 

2.79 

6,845.00 

7.200.00 

4.725.00 

9.025.00 

14.960.00 

12.475.00 

798,800.00 

107.780.00 

16.61 

907.866.00 

109.065.00 

18.66 

981,026.00 

23,660.00 

2.61 

937.326.00 

6,800.00 

.68 

934.786.00 

—2,590.00 

—  .28 

968,750.00 

29.015.00 

8.10 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

16,181.70 

1.879.64 

9.99 

17,606.90 

2.826.20 

15.81 

17.969.40 

462.60 

2.58 

18.165.40 

196.00 

1.09 

18,283.80 

77.90 

.48 

18.656.60 

828.20 

1.77 

16,062.80 

1.427.69 

10.47 

17,870.90 

2,808.10 

15.82 

17.864.90 

494.00 

2.84 

17,974.90 

110.00 

.62 

17,966.80 

--8. 60 

—  .05 

18.815.00 

848.70 

1.94 

967.96 

1.088.88 

1,117.28 

1.124.79 

841.26 

778.88 

^2 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

INGREASB  OR  DBCREASE  IN  LOCAL  VALUATIONS,   GROSS  TaX  AND  NBT  TaX 
ASSESSSBD,  AND  AMOUNT  OP  STATE  TAX,  BY  CiTIBS  AND  TOWNS,  1921-1930. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tansible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  flOO 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase .....' 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


GLOCESTER. 


1921 


$663,896.00 

—20,444.00 

—3.60 

699,626.00 

1,671.00 

.28 

214,186.00 

48,676.00 

26.62 

108.460.00 

7,860.00 

7.80 

1,485,668.00 

82.753.00 

2.26 

8,414.00 

1.477,144.00 

84.763.00 

2.41 

1.50 

21,090.42 

404.96 

1.96 

20,964.21 

428.35 

2.08 

1.772.57 


1922 


$649,004.00 

—14.392.00 

—2.56 

600,670.00 

1,044.00 

.18 

222.160.00 

7.964.00 

8.72 

119,886.00 

10,935.00 

10.06 

1.491.109.00 

6.651.00 

.87 

10,964.00 

1,480.146.00 

3,001.00 

.20 

1.50 

21,053.40 

—37.02 

—.18 

20,888.94 

—75.27 

—.86 

1.776.17 


HOPKINTON. 


1921 


$440,286.00 

23,660.00 

5.68 

1.136,260.00 

14.700.00 

1.31 

385.696.00 

27.407.00 

7.65 

137,886.00 

—8.458.00 

—5.78 

2,100,125.00 

57.314.00 

2.81 

17,990.00 

2.082.135.00 

56.574.00 

2.79 

2.00 

39,795.38 

1.280.57 

3.33 

39.439.42 

1,269.61 

3.32 

2,498.56 


1922 


$447,486.00 

7.200.00 

1.64 

1,148,092.00 

11,882.00 

1.04 

422,016.00 

36.320.00 

9.42 

124,665.00 

—13,820.00 

—9.66 

2,142,167.00 

42,032.00 

2.00 

18.050.00 

2,124,107.00 

41,972.00 

2.02 

2.00 

40.860.10 

1,054.72 

2.65 

40.489.10 

1.049.68 

2.66 

2,548.92 


1928 


$548,576.00 
-^28.00 

—  .08 

608,726.00 

3,156.00 

.53 

229.608.00 

7.368.00 

3.31 

108,040.00 

—11,845.00 

—9.50 

1,489,850.00 
—1.259.00 

—  .09 

10.864.00 

1.479.486.00 

—659.00 

—.05 

1.50 

21.159.34 

105.94 

.51 

21,003.88 

114.94 

.66 

1,776.38 


1923 


$434,985.00 

—12,550.00 

—2.81 

L16S.417.00 

5,325.00 

.47 

470,830.00 

48,815.00 

11.57 

130,395.00 

5.830.00 

4.68 

2,189,677.00 

47.420.00 

2.21 

14.800.00 

2.175.277.00 

51.170.00 

2.41 

2.00 

41.705.22 

855.12 

2.09 

41.419.22 

930.12 

2.80 

2.610.83 


1924 


$649,469.00 
893  00 

.16 

606.699  00 

2.973  00 

.49 

265,924  00 

26.416.00 

11.51 

182.865  00 

24,815  00 

22.51 

1.6U.447.00 

64,597  OO 

3.66 

10.364  00 

1,684.088  00 

54.597.00 

8.69 

1.50 

21.710  80 

551.46 

2  61 

21.555  34 

561  46 

2.63 

1.840  89 


1924 


$446,635  00 
11,700.00 

2.69 

1.200.700  00 
47.283.00 

4  10 

476.130.00 

5.800  00 

1  13 

130.530.00 
135.00 

.10 

2.258.995  00 

64.418.00 

2.94 

18,750.00 

2.240.245  00 
64.968.00 

2 

2 

42.991 

1.286 

8 

42.716  42 

1,297.20 

3  13 

2.688  29 


99 
00 

42 

20 
08 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

INCRBASB  OR  DECREASE  IN  LOCAL  ValUATIONB,  GROSS  TaX   AND  NBT  TAX 

Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1980. 


GLOCESTER. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$660,908.00 

1.489.00 

.26 

$649,681.00 

—1.227.00 

—  .22 

$644,087.00 

—6.594.00 

—1.02 

$561,178.00 

7,091.00 

1.80 

$649,296.00 

1.882.00 

—.84 

$664,264.00 

4.968.00 

.9» 

688.682.00 

26.988.00 

4.44 

688,714.00 

6.082.00 

.80 

789,481.00 

160,717.00 

28.60 

806.098.00 

16.662.00 

1.98 

808.167.00 

8.074.00 

.88 

842.471.00 

84.804  00 

4.24 

268,979.00 

8.066.00 

1.19 

240,979.00 

—18,000.00 

—6.96 

281.570.00 

—9.409.00 

—8.90 

210.146.00 

—21.426.00 

—9.26 

200.285.00 

—9.860.00 

—4.69 

217.820.00 

17,585.00 

8.76 

147,806.00 

14,960.00 

11.80 

122.166.00 

—26,150.00 

—17.07 

122,860.00 

195.00 

.16 

169.486.00 

47.186.00 

88.62 

175.985.00 

6,500.00 

8.84 

208,286.00 

27.260.00 

16.48 

1,690,824.00 

46,877.00 

8.00 

1,561,629.00 

—89.296.00 

—2.47 

1,687,488.00 

186.909.00 

8.76 

1.785,901.00 

48,468.00 

2.87 

1.788,788.00 

—2,168.00 

—  .12 

1,817,780.00 

84,047.00 

4.86 

9.908.00 

8.909.00 

16,218.00 

16,168.00 

28,408.00 

28.188.00 

1.680,916.00 

46,888.00 

8.06 

1,642.620.00 

—88.296.00 

—2.42 

1.672.226.00 

129.606.00 

8.40 

1,719.748.00 

47.528.00 

2.84 

1,710.880.00 

—9,418.00 

—  .55 

1.794,642.00 

84.812.00 

4.98 

1.76 

1.76 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

26.860.80 

4.140.00 

19.07 

26.602.67 

—848.18 

—1.86 

31.791.16 

6,288.49 

24.66 

82.006.26 

215.10 

.68 

81,858.90 

—147.86 

—  .46 

88,108.84 

1.244.94 

8.91 

26,677.41 

4,122.07 

19.12 

26,846.77 

—880.64 

—1.80 

81,486.90 

6.140.13 

24.22 

81.688.20 

196.80 

.62 

81.890.84 

—292.86 

—  .92 

32.641.08 

1.260.24 

8.9S 

1,897.09 

1.861.14 

2.006.67 

2,068.69 

1.589.29 

1.887.24 

• 

hopkinton. 

1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$449,585.00 

2.900.00 

.65 

$456,136.00 

6,600.00 

1.47 

$462,910.00 

6.775.00 

1.49 

$465,386.00 

2.476.00 

.53 

$477,230.00 

11,846.00 

2.65 

$484,760.00 

7.530.00 

1.68 

1.197,060.00 

—8,650.00 

—  .80 

1.221.826.00 

24.276.00 

2.08 

1.801.176.00 

79.860.00 

6.64 

1,812.350.00 

11.175.00 

.86 

1.881.000.00 

68.660.00 

5.28 

1.419.960.00 

38.950.00 

2.82 

494,286.00 

18,166.00 

8.81 

628.100.00 

28,815.00 

5.88 

621.665.00 

—1,435.00 

—.27 

513.960.00 

—7.705.00 

—1.48 

489.410.00 

—24,560.00 

—4.78 

621,216.00 

31.806.00 

6.50 

126.806.00 

—4,225.00 

—8.24 

129.406.00 

3.100.00 

2.45 

101,258.00 

—28,147.00 

—21.75 

108,268.00 

2,010.00 

1.99 

115.658.00 

12.890.00 

12.00 

95.190.00 

—20.468.00 

—17.70 

2,267,175.00 

18,180.00 

.68 

2.829.966.00 

62,790.00 

2.77 

2.887.008.00 

57.048.00 

2.45 

2.394.963.00 

7.966.00 

.83 

2.468.298.00 

68.836.00 

2.85 

2.621.116.00 

67.817.00 

2.85 

10,600.00 

7.450.00 

82.365.00 

42.425.00 

46.860.00 

67.160.00 

2,266,676.00 

16,880.00 

.73 

2,822.616.00 

65.940.00 

2.92 

2.864.658.00 

82.188.00 

1.38 

2,352.588.00 

—2,115.00 

—  .09 

2,417.948.00 

66.410.00 

2.78 

2.468.955.  OO 

46.007.00 

1.90 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.50 

2.60 

2.50 

48,822.62 

881.20 

.77 

44.528.82 

1.206.20 

2.78 

46,120.08 

1,691.21 

3.67 

57.705.44 

11,685.41 

.  25.12 

59.153.63 

1.448.19 

2.51 

61,028.88 

1.876.26 

8.17 

48,110.62 

394.20 

.92 

44.879.82 

1.269.20 

2.94 

45.472.93 

1.093.11 

2.46 

56.652.17 

11.179.24 

24.58 

68.019.88 

1,867.71 

2.41 

69.599.88 

1.680.00 

2.72 

2,707.89 

2.787.01 

2,825.68 

2.828.04 

2,176.15 

2.682. 9» 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Incrbasb  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


JAMESTOWN. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

*Ezflaxiption8 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1921 


11.668.342.00 

—20.125.00 

—1.27 

1.575,649.00 

36.142.00 

2.85 

261.525.00 

9.480.00 

8.76 

887.815.00 

—10.565.00 

—8.04 

8.742.831.00 

14,982.00 

.40 

5,600.00 

8,787,881.00 

14,932.00 

.40 

1.65 

67,640.26 

10.618.50 

22.87 

57.449.51 

10,602.00 

22.87 

4.484.79 


1922 


11.668.692.00 

—^.750.00 

—  .80 

1.624.325.00 

48.676.00 

8.09 

266,700.00 

6,176.00 

1.98 

298.918.00 

—43,397. 00 

—12  87 

8.748.686.00 

6.704  00 

.15 

6.500.00 

8.742,085.00 

4.704.00 

.18 

1.66 

64.722.22 

—2.818.04 

—5.16 

64,621.47 

—2,828.04 

—6.18 

4,490.44 


1928 


JOHNSTON. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1921 


11.696,180.00 

8,696.00 

.64 

2,582.840.00 

69,986.00 

2.43 

886,600.00 

21.150.00 

2.44 

482.400.00 

—278,770.00 

—86.21 

6,496,870.00 

—184,040.00 

—8.24 

4.640.00 

6,491,830.00 

—188,920.00 

—3.24 

2.00 

102,209.00 

699.52 

.69 

102,118.20 

701.92 

.69 

6,590.19 


1922 


$1,606,906.00 

10,776.00 

.67 

2.671,786.00 

139,445.00 

6.61 

864.960.00 

—21.640.00 

—2.48 

487.050.00 

4,660.00 

.96 

6.629.700.00 

188,830.00 

2.48 

8,560.00 

6,626,140.00 

184,310.00 

2.46 

2.00 

104.801.20 

2,692.20 

2.54 

104,730.00 

2,611.80 

2.56 

6.761.36 


$1,666,692.00 

8.100.00 

.19 

1.664,426.00 

80.100.00 

1.85 

278.476.00 

11.775.00 

4.41 

802.888.00 

8.965.00 

8.05 

8,802.475.00 

68.940.00 

1.44 

6.600.00 

8.795.975.00 

68,940.00 

1.44 

1.66 

65.456.19 

782.97 

1.84 

66.854.44 

782.97 

1.34 

4,556.17 


1924 


$1,572,907  00 

6.215.00 

.40 

1,752.125  00 
97.700.00 

6.91 

365.065.00 

86.680.00 

81.09 

272.119.00 

—30,764.00 

—10.16 

8,962,206.00 

159,731.00 

4.20 

7.600. 00 

8,964.706.00 

168,731.00 

4.18 

1.65 

61,974.92 

6.519.73 

11.76 

61361  17 
6,496  73 

11  74 

4.745.64 


1923 


$1,622,820.00 

16.415.00 

1.02 

2.779.220-00 

107.436.00 

4.02 

926.080.00 

60.120.00 

6.96 

498.100.00 

11.060.00 

2.27 

6.824.720.00 

195.020.00 

3.46 

3.565.00 

6.821.166.00 

196.025.00 

3.47 

2.00 

108.624.80 

8.728.60 

8-.  56 

108.463.70 

8.723.70 

3.66 

6.986.39 


1924 


$1,676,860.00 
58,640.00 

3.30 

2,909,690.00 

ISO.470.00 

4.69 

892300.00 

—82,280.00 

—3.49 

670.680.00 

72.480  00 

14  65 

6.048,930.00 

224,210.00 

3.86 

3.660.00 

6,046,370.00 

224.205  00 

3.86 

2.15 

120.066.84 

11.642.04 

10.64 

119.990.30 

11.636.60 

10.64 

7,254.44 


*Soldier9  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

ingeubase  or  decrease  in  local  valuations,  gross  tax  and  net  tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


JAMESTOWN. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

11.669.618.00 

—18.294.00 

—  .84 

$1,667,691.00 

—2.022.00 

—  .18 

81.611.464.00 

58.878.00 

8.46 

$1,688,885.00 

77,871.00 

4.80 

$1,959,618.00 

270,783 .  00 

16.08 

$1,988,986.00 

24.817.00 

1.24 

1.771526.00 

19.400.00 

1.11 

1.806.600.00 

84.076.00 

1.92 

1.966.150.00 

160,650.00 

8.89 

2,100.180.00 

184.080.00 

6.82 

2,512.940.00 

412,760.00 

19.66 

2.698.906.00 

85.965.00 

8.42 

865,050.00 

—10,006.00 

—2.74 

865.176.00 

10,125.00 

2.85 

885.790.00 

20.615.00 

5.65 

447.640.00 

61.760.00 

16.01 

495.830.00 

47.790.00 

10.68 

501.890.00 

6,060.00 

1.22 

276.844.00 

4.226.00 

1.66 

298.088.00 

21.744.00 

7.87 

289.094.00 

—68,994.00 

—19.79 

489.987.00 

200,848.00 

84.00 

256.787.00 

—183,200.00 

—41.64 

814.466.00 

57,729.00 

22.49 

8,962.682.00 

826.00 

.01 

4.026.454.00 

68.922.00 

1.61 

4.202,498.00 

176,044.00 

4.87 

4.676.492.00 

478.994.00 

11.28 

5.224.626.00 

648,188.00 

11.72 

5.898.696.00 

174,071.00 

8.88 

6,600.00 

2,825.00 

22,960.00 

86.055.00 

44,400.00 

61,200.00 

8.967,082.00 

2.826.00 

.06 

4,024,129.00 

67,097.00 

1.69 

4.179,548.00 

165,419.00 

8.86 

4.640.487.00 

460.889.00 

11.08 

6.180.225.00 

539.788  00 

11.63 

6,847,496.00 

167.271.00 

8.28 

1.65 

1.70 

1.75 

2.00 

1.75 

2.00 

61,927.46 

—47.46 

—.08 

64,674.56 

2,647.10 

4.27 

70,816.93 

5,741.87 

8.89 

86.490.84 

16.174.91 

28.00 

87.964.97 

1.474.18 

1.70 

102.942.47 

14,977.50 

17.02 

61.886.71 

—14.46 

—  .02 

64,586.04 

2,698.83 

4.86 

69.914.21 

5,879.17 

8.84 

85,769.74 

15.855.63 

22.68 

87.187.97 

1.418.28 

1.65 

101918.47 

14,780.50 

16.90 

4,748.48 

4.828.95 

5.016.45 

5.668.52 

4.662.20 

4.881.68 

JOHNSTON. 


1925 


1926 


$1,709,640.00 

88.680.00 

2.01 

8,067,940.00 

178.260.00 

6.18 

948.760.00 

50.950.00 

6.71 

574.880.00 

8.760.00 

.66 

6.816,560.00 

266.680.00 

4.41 

8.660.00 

6,812,000.00 

266,680.00 

4.41 

2.15 

126,788.77 

5.666.98 

4.72 

126,657.28 

5,666.98! 

4.72' 

7,574. 40! 


$2,273,510.00 

668,970.00 

82.99 

8.481.480.00 

398.490.00 

12.74 

1.068.000.00 

124,260.00 

18.16 

584.150.00 

—40,180.00 

—6.99 

7.857.090.00 

1,041,580.00 

16.49 

4,690.00 

7,852,400.00 

1.040.400.00 

16.48 

2.15 

148.829.80 

23,096.03 

18.37 

148.728.96 

23.071.73 

18.86 

8.822.88 


1927 


1928 


1929 


1930 


$2,287,298.00 

13.788.00 

.61 

8,780.900.00 

249.470.00 

7.17 

1.044,400.00 

—28.600.00 

—2.21 

558,690.00 

24,540.00 

4.59 

7,621.288.00 

264.198.00 

8.59, 

18.250.00 

7.603 .088.  OOJ 

250.688.00, 

8.41, 

2.30 

164.674.51 

16.844.71 

10.65 

164.262.36 

15.588.40 

10.44. 

9.123.641 


$2,302,715.00 

15,417.00 

.67 

8,897.510.00 

166.610.00 

4.47 

1,045.870.001 

1.470.90 

.14 

547.190.00 

—1 1.500.00; 

—2.06 

7,798,285.00 

171,997.00 

2.26i 

47,745.00 

7,745,540.00 

142,502.00 

1.87 

2.35 

172.471.98 

7.797.47 

4.74 

171.849. 981 

7.087.62 

4.81 

9.294.64 


$2,452,600.00 

149.785.00 

6.50 

5.849.820.00 

1.451.810.00 

37.26 

1.121.550.00 

75.680.00 

7.24 

656.044.00 

7.854.00 

1.44 

9.478,414.00 
1.685.129.00 

21.621 

69.450.00 

9.408.964.00 

1.663.424.00; 

21.48| 

2.45 

220.842.75 

48.870.77 

28.05 

219.141.28 

47.791.25 

27.89 

8.468.06 


$2,888,995.00 

—118,505.00 

—4.68 

6.428.880.00 

79.610.00 

1.49 

966.500.00 

—155.050.00 

—13.82 

470.202.00 

—84,842.00 

—15.29 

9.204.527.00 

—278,887.00 

—2.89 

94.560.00 

9,109.977.00 

—298.987.00 

— «.18 

2.85 

207,187.44 

—13.705.81 

—6.21 

204.915.51 

—14.225.72 

—6.49 

8.708.90 
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Incrbasb  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 

UNCOLN. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

*EIxemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$1,098,046.00 

17,960.00 

1.67 

4.680.100.00 

248.800.00 

6.59 

1,688.500.00 

69.175.00 

4.42 

181.800.00 

82.000.00 

21.44 

7.687,946.00 

867.426.00 

6.09 

4.980.00 

7.683,016.00 

868,426.00 

6.11 

2.00 

148.868.12 

13,907.70 

10.31 

148,769.62 

18,921.77 

10.83 

9,099.61 


1922 


$1,124,984.00 

31.988.00 

2.92 

4.868.016.00 

182.916.00 

8.91 

1,740.200.00 

106.700.00 

6.58 

161.900.00 

—19.400.00 

—10.71 

7,890.099.00 

802,168.00 

8.98 

4,080.00 

7.886.069.00 

308.068.00 

4.00 

2.00 

166,211.58 

6,368.46 

4.27 

166,180.98 

6,371.46 

4.28 

9,468.28 


1928 


$1,140,684.00 

15.660.00 

1.39 

5,202,970.00 

889.966.00 

6.99 

1.903,100.00 

162.900.00 

9.86 

189,000.00 

—22.900.00 

—14.16 

8,886.704.00 

496.606.00 

6.28 

8.080.00 

8.882.674.00 

496,606.00 

6.30 

2.00 

165.490.10 

10,278.62 

6.62 

165.429.60 

10,298.62 

6.64 

10.069.20 


1924 


$1,168,064  00 

22.420  00 

1.97 

6.406  J2»0. 00 

202.820.00 

8  89 

1,986.650  00 

82.650.00 

4.34 

i40jeoo.oo 

1.200.00 
.86 

8,694,194.00 

808.490.00 

3.68 

8,030.00 

8.691,164  00 

S08.490.00 

3.68 

2.00 

171.640.68 

6,160.68 

3.72 

171.680.06 

6.150.58 

8.72 

10.429.39 


LITTLE  COMPTON. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

InUngible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Elxemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$706,693.00 

86,650.00 

6.46 

1.031,216.00 

109.476.00 

11.87 

840.690.00 

80.000.00 

9.66 

826.960.00 

70,606.00 

9.34 

2,906,448.00 

246,630.00 

9.27 

200.00 

2,906.248.00 

246,680.00 

9.27 

1.00 

24.092.78 

6.847.61 

82.06 

24.090.78 

6,847.21 

32.06 

3.486.29 


1922 


$728,013.00 

21,420.00 

2.98 

1,077.090.00 

46,876.00 

4.46 

846.816.00 

6,125.00 

1.80 

817,960.00 

—9,000.00 

—1.09 

2,969,868.00 

64,420.00 

2.22 

200.00 

2.969. 668.  OQ 

64,420.00 

2.22 

1.00 

24,790.98 

698.20 

2.90 

24,788.98 

698.20 

2.90 

3,668.60 


1923 


$788,048.00 

60.085.00 

8.26 

1,180.115.00 

103,025.00 

9.56 

847,800.00 

485.00 

.14 

777,860.00 

—40,100.00 

—4.90 

8.093,313.00 

123,445.00 

4.16 

200.00 

3.093,118.00 

123.446.00 

4.16 

1.00 

26,266.03 

1,476.06 

6.96 

26.264.03 

1,476.05 

5.96 

3,711.78 


1924 


$818,140.00 

80.092.00 

3.82 

1.362.08O.O0 

171.975.00 

14.57 

864.760.00 

17,450.00 

5.02 

00 
00 
62 

00 
00 

76 

00 


798.260 

20.400 

2 

3,883.280 

239.917 

7 

500 


3,832,780.00 
289.617.00 
7 


1 

28.642 

2,276 
8 

28.640 
2.276 
8  67 

8.999.27 


75 

OO 

80 
77 
67 

80 
77 
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TABLE  X.— Contmued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


LINCOLN. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$1,188,864.00 

26,800.00 

2.17 

$1,202,169.00 

18.816.00 

1.16 

11.214,408.00 

12.289.00 

1.02 

$1,264,408.00 

89.996.00 

8.29 

$1,284,680.00 

80,127.00 

2.40 

$1,818,496.00 

88,966.00 

2.64 

6,684.810.00 

229.020.00 

4.24 

6,896.280.00 

261,970.00 

4.66 

6.118.780.00 

217.600.00 

8.69 

6,278.880.00 

164.660.00 

2.69 

6,442,640.00 

164.810.00 

2.62 

6,676.766.00 

284,126.00 

8.68 

2.106,100.00 

119,460.00 

6.01 

2.126.876.00 

21.776.00 

1.08 

2,061.760.00 

—76,126.00 

—8.68 

2.081.726.00 

—20,026.00 

—.98 

2.086,900.00 

6,176.00 

.26 

2,047,060.00 

10,160.00 

.60 

146,800.00 

6,100.00 

8.64 

144.800.00 

—1.000.00 

—.69 

186.800.00 

— «,000.00 

—6.64 

144.400.00 

8,100.00 

6.94 

149,200.00 

4.800.00 

8.82 

169,200.00 

10,000.00 

6.70 

9,078,064.00 

878,870.00 

4.86 

9.869.624.00 

296.660.00 

8.27 

9.616,288  00 

146,614.00 

1.66 

9,708,868.00 

192,620.00 

2.02 

9,918,270.00 

804,412.00 

2.11 

10,201,610.00 

288,240.00 

2.91 

8.080.00 

8.080.00 

42.980.00 

87,780.00 

60,660.00 

76.166.00 

9.070,084.00 

878.870.00 

4.86 

9,866.694.00 

296.660.00 

8.27 

9.478,808.00 

106.714.00 

1.14 

9,671,078.00 

197,770.00 

2.09 

9,862,620.00 

181,642.00 

1.88 

10.126.866.00 

278,786.00 

2.78 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.10 

179.186.48 

7.496.80 

4.87 

186,088.68 

6.947.20 

8.82 

188.148.96 

8.060.28 

1.66 

191.866.76 

8.722.80 

1.98 

196,878.20 

4,011.44 

2.09 

211.626.82 

16.647.12 

7.99 

179.076.88 

7.496.80 

4.87 

186.028.08 

6.947.20 

8.82 

187,286.86 

2.262.28 

1.22 

191,111.16 

8,826.80 

2.04 

194.666.20 

8.664.04 

1.86 

209,947.07 

16,281.87 

7.86 

10.884.04 

11.289.91 

11,867.96 

11,606.29 

8.867.86 

8,922.76 

LITTLE  COMPTON. 


1926 


$881,280.00 

18,090.00 

1.60 

1,409,286.00 

67,196.00 

4.28 

874.000.00 

9.260.00 

2.68 

867.400.00 

69.160.00 

7.41 

8,471.916.00 

188,686.00 

4.16 

600.00 

8,471.416.00 

188.686.00 

4.16 

1.00 

29,674.76 

1.081.96 

8.61 

29.672.76 

1,081.96 

8.61 

4,166.69 


1926 


$864,846.00 

28,616.00 

2.84 

1,498,910.00 

89,626.00 

6.86 

876,676.00 

2.676.00 

.69 

929.660.00 

72,260.00 

8.48 

8,669,980.00 

188,066.00 

6.42 

600.00 

8,669,480.00 

188,066.00 

6.42 

1.00 

81.019.90 

1,446.16 

4.89 

81,017.90 

1,446.15 

4.89 

4.891.87 


1927 


$880,686.00 

26,840.00 

8.02 

1,697,120.00 

98,210.00 

6.66 

412.860.00 

86,776.00 

9.50 

986.960.00 

7.800.00 

.79 

8.827.106.00 

167.126.00 

4.67 

600.00 

8,826.606.00 

167,126.00 

4.67 

1.00 

82.649.86 

1.629.46 

6.26 

82.647.85 

1.629.46 

6.26 

4.691.92 


1928 


$891,286.00 

10,600.00 

1.20 

1,744,186.00 

147.016.00 

9.21 

418.660.00 

6.800.00 

1.68 

967,000.00 

80.060.00 

8.21 

4,021.070.00 

198.966.00 

6.07 

900.00 

4,020.170.00 

198.666.00 

6.06 

1.20 

40.616.84 

7.867.49 

24.10 

40.606.04 

7,858.69 

24.07 

4.824.20 


1929 


$906,860.00 

17,676.00 

1.97 

1.791.620.00 

47.886.00 

2.72 

426,700.00 

7,060.00 

1.68 

987,800.00 

20,800.00 

2.10 

4,118,880.00 

92,810.00 

2.80 

6,800.00 

4.108,080.00 

87,910.00 

2.19 

1.20 

41,462.16 

946.82 

2.88 

41,898.66 

892.62 

2.20 

8,697.27 


1980 


$946,466.00 

87,606.00 

4.14 

1,966,846.00 

168,826.00 

9.14 

460.600.00 

84.900.00 

8.20 

980.900.00 

—66.400.00 

—6.71 

4,298,810.00 

179,980.00 

4.87 

6,800.00 

4,287,610.00 

179.480.00 

4.87 

1.20 

44.072.62 

2.610.86 

6.80 

44.002.92 

2.604.86 

6.29 

1.870.12 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

INGRBASB  OR  DBGBBASB  IN  LOGAL  VALUATIONS,  GBOSS  TAX  AND  NET  Tu 
ASSBBSED,  AND  AlfOUNT  OP  STATB  TAX,  BY  ClTDBS  AND  TOWNS,  1921-1930. 


MIDDLETOWN. 


1921 


1922 


192S 


1924 


Luid 


PwCent 

Improvem«nta. . . 

Increue 

P«rC«it 

Tangibto  Panonal. 


Percent 

InUngibto  Penoiud , 


Percent 

Total  Valuation. 

IncrwMe 

Per  Cent 

*Exemptiona. . . 

Total 


Valuation. 


Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. 

GrooBTaz 

Inereaae 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


$1 


.787.060, 
87.676 
2 

1,712.060. 

76360 

4, 

886,400. 

27,600. 

7. 

667.100. 

14,600 

2 

1,891.600 

166.626 

8 


00 
00 
21 

00 
00 
64 

00 
00 
72 

00 
00 
68 

00 
00 
67 


$1,764,280.00 

17.280.00 

.99 

1,760.760.00 

88.700.00 

2.26 

407.860.00 

22.460.00 

6.88 

608.760.00 

—68.860.00 

—9.68 

4.416.680.00 
26.080.00 

.67 


1.891.600 

166.626 

8 

1 

48.242 

1,760 

8 

48,242 

1.760 

8 

6.269 


.00 
.00 
.67 

.20 

.40 
.80 
.76 

.40 
.80 
.76 

.92 


4.416.680.00 

26,080.00 

.67 

1.20 

48.969.66 

727.16 

1.61 

48.969.66 

727.16 

1.61 

6,299 .  96 


$1,774,866.00 

20.676.00 

1.17 

1.824.660.00 

78,900.00 

4.2 

429.260.00 

21.400.00 

6.26 

687,160.00 

88.400.00 

16.66 

4.616.906.00 

199,276.00 

4.61 

None 

4.616.906.00 

199.276.00 

4.61 

1.20 

60.698.66 

1.724.10 

8.62 

60.698.66 

1.724.10 

8.62 

6.689.06 


$1,789.666  06 

14.650  » 

e 
1374.100 « 

49.660  M 
2T! 

489,076  ee 
9326  « 

2SS 

666.000  44 

-^1.160  00 

—6  11 

4,668380  « 

42.975  K 

SS 

4.668380  oe 
42376  oe 

a 

IK 

66.661.44 

4367  ^ 

66.561.44 
4367  75 

9  66 

6.690  6$ 


MARRAGANSETT. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

♦Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increese 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUteTax 


1921 


$1,999,260.00 

9.860.00 

.47 

1.708.976.00 

12,600.00 

.74 

871.226.00 

—19.960.00 

—6.10 

266,980.00 

—11,700.00 

—4.21 

4340.440.00 

—9300.00 

—.22 

8.800.00 

4.387,140.00 

—9,800.00 

—.22 

1.76 

72,866.97 

—18.64 

—.02 

72,809.22 

—18.64 

—.02 

6304.66 


1922 


$2,018,686.00 

14,876.00 

.72 

1,718.460.00 

14.486.00 

.86 

486.800.00 
66,076.00 

17.68 

667,860.00 

801.870.00 

118.81 

4.786,746.00 

896,806.00 

9.11 

8,800.00 

4.782.446.00 
896.806.00 

9.121 

1.76 

76316.81 

2.849.84 

8.94 

76.168.66 

2349.84 

8.94 

6.678.98 


1928 


$2,011,496.00 

—2.140.00 

—.11 

1,788.010.00 

69.660.00 

4.06 

466,960.00 

29.660.00 

6.80 

672,760.00 

6.400.00 

.96 

4.888306.00 

102.460.00 

2.16 

2300.00 

4.886.906.00 

108.460.00 

8.19 

2.00 

87,600.10 

12,888.79 

16.46 

87.664.10 

12,896.64 

16.49 

6.808.08 


1924 


$2,027.246  00 

16.750.  OC 

.T8 

1. 806.160 >3 
18.150  04 

l.Ol 

486.050  00 
20.100  OC 

4  31 

565.160  00 

—17,600.00 

— 3  OT 

4374.605. oe 
86.400. 00 

.75 

1.700  00 

4372.906.00 
87.000  00 

.76 

800 

88.609  70 

1.009.60 

1.15 

88.675.70 

1.021. 60 

l.li 

6,847.46 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.-Oontmued. 

Incrbasb  or  Dbgseasb  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1980. 


MIDDLETOWN. 


1926 


$1,798,706.00 

9,200.00 

.61 

1,928,760.00 

64,460.00 

2.90 

460.876.00 

11,800.00 

2.69 

647,960.00 

—8,060.00 

—1.46 

4,726,280.00 

67,400.00 

1.60 


4,726,280.00 

67.400.00 

1.60 

1.20 

62.881.76 

—8,229.68 

—6.81 

62.881.76 

—8,229.68 

—6.81 

6.671.68 


1926 


$1,819,176.00 

20.470.00 

1.14 

2,079,800.00 

160,660.00 

7.81 

487,460.00 

86.676.00 

8.11 

647.460.00 

—600.00 

—.09 

4.988,876.00 

207.095.00 

4.88 


4.988,876.00 

207,096.00 

4.88 

1.80 

69.206.82 

6,876.06 

18.14 

69.206.82 

6.876.06 

18.14 

6,920.06 


1927 


$1,889,226.00 

20.060.00 

1.10 

2.169.600.00 

80.200.00 

8.86 

676.826.00 

89.876.00 

18.84 

866.160.00 

818.700.00 

68.22 

6.441,700.00 

608,826.00 

10.80 

2.400.00 

6.489.800.00 

606,926.00 

10.26 

1.80 

62.946.76 

8,789.98 

6.82 

62.916.66 

8.708.78 

6.26 

6.627.16 


1928 


$1,880,676.00 

41,860.00 

2.26 

2,817,860.00 

167,860.00 

7.81 

784,800.00 

167.475.00 

27.80 

1,029.660.00 

168.400.00 

18.87 

6.961,776.00 

620.076.00 

9.66 

1.000.00 

6,960,776.00 

621.476.00 

9.69 

1.80 

68,287.12 

6.290.87 

8.40 

68.224.12 

6.808.67 

8.48 

7.162.98 


1929 


$1,904,776.00 

24.200.00 

1.29 

2.588,650.00 

216.800.00 

9.88 

812,860.00 

78,060.00 

10.68 

1,169.760.00 

140.200.00 

18.62 

6.420.625.00 

468.750.00 

7.69 

6.860.00 

6.414,676.00 

468,900.00 

7.61 

1.80 

72,989.08 

4.701.96 

6.89 

72368.08 

4,638.91 

6.80 

5,778.20 


1980 


$1,942,125.00 

87,850.00 

1.96 

2,7464S00.00 

212,560.00 

8.89 

849,600.00 

87,150.00 

4.67 

1,074.650.00 

—96.100.00 

—8.18 

6.612,475.00 

191,960.00 

2.99 

16.600.00 

6.696376.00 

182300.00 

2.84 

1.80 

76390.88 

8,861.26 

4.69 

76,087.68 

8,224.60 

4.48 

8388.72 


NARRAGANSETT. 


1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$2,089,920.00 

12,676.00 

.62 

$2,128,795.00 

88,875.00 

4.11 

$2,197,870.00 

74,075.00 

8.49 

$2,219,500.00 

21.680.00 

.98 

$2,809,160.00 

89,660.00 

4.04 

$2,400,840.00 

91390.00 

8.97 

1,992,960.00 

186300.00 

10.84 

2,178,760.00 

186,800.00 

9.82 

2378,826.00 

200,066.00 

9.18 

2,461.860.00 

88.026.00 

8.49 

2,629,660.00 

167,800.00 

6.82 

8.087,760.00 

408,100.00 

15.52 

499,660.00 

18.600.00 

2.80 

498.800.00 

—860.00 

—.17 

676,560.00 

77,760.00 

15.68 

559.000.00 

—17,550.00 

—8.04 

698360.00 

84360.00 

6.28 

618,950.00 

20.100.00 

8.88 

685,650.00 

—19,500.00 

—8.61 

528.898.00 

—6.762.00 

—1.26 

559300.00 

80,802.00 

6.78 

558.550.00 

—6,650.00 

—1.01 

684360.00 

80,700.00 

5.55 

647,710.00 

—86,540.00 

—6.26 

6,068,180.00 

198,676.00 

8.97 

6.880.268.00 

262.078.00 

6.17 

5,712,445.00 

882,192.00 

7.17 

5,798,900.00 

81,465.00 

1.48 

6,116,900.00 

828,000.00 

5.57 

6.600360.00 

488,850.00 

7.90 

1.960.00 

700.00 

5,600.00 

6,900.00 

8.250.00 

14,250.00 

6,066,280.00 

198,826.00 

8.97 

6.829.658.00 

268.828.00 

5.20 

5,706.845.00 

877.292.00 

7.08 

5.787,000.00 

80.165.00 

1.40 

6.108,660.00 

821,660.00 

6.66 

6,686.000.00 

477.850.00 

7.81 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.80 

2.80 

92,798.20 

4,188.50 

4.72 

98.142.69 

5.849.49 

5.76 

106,801.70 

7.159.01 

7.29 

107.021.20 

1.719.50 

1.68 

129.587.95 

22.566.75 

21.09 

141,899.26 

11311.81 

9.11 

92,764.20 

4,178.60 

4.72 

98,128.69 

5,874.49 

5.79 

105.189.70 

7.061.01 

7.20 

106.888.20 

1.698.60 

1.61 

129.898.20 

22,616.00 

21.07 

141,071.61 

11,678.81 

9.02 

6,079.47 

6,895.46 

6.848.21 

6.944.40 

6.497.78 

6,995.58 

100 


BEPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  GOMHISSIONERS. 


TABLE  X.— <:!ontmued. 

Increase  or  Deoiease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


NEWPORT. 


Land 

Increue 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangifile  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

*EIzemptlons 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUteTax 


1921 


119.440.878.00 

66.010.00 

.84 

27^26,426.00 

1.002.760.00 

8.74 

7,264.862.00 

968,980.00 

16.80 

26.040.800.00 

—1.976,800.00 

—7.05 

80,671,460.00 

67.460.00 

.07 

81.000.00 

80.640.460.00 

69.460.00 

.07 

2.00 

1.194,784.20 

85.262.20 

7.68 

1.194.180.20 

86,276.20 

7.69 

96.648.64 


1922 


119,866.298.00 

—76.676.00 

—.89 

28.245.900.00 

420.476.00 

1.61 

7.281.602.00 

—88.860.00 

—.46 

28.109.900.00 

2,069.600.00 

7.96 

82,962.600.00 

2  881.160.00 

2.96 

29.000.00 

82.928,600.00 

2.888,160.00 

2.96 

2.00 

1.209.298.60 

14.609.40 

1.22 

1.208.718.60 

14.688.40 

1.22 

99.608.32 


1928 


119.046,478.00 

-^18.826.00 

—1.66 

28.168.126.00 

—82,776.00 

—  .29 

7.020.102.00 

—211,400.00 

—2.92 

26.419,800.00 

—1,690,100.00 

—6.01 

80.649,600.00 

—2.808.100.00 

—2.78 

28,800.00 

80.625,700.00 
—2,297,900.00 

—2.77 

2.10 

1,244,602.99 

86.209.89 

2.91 

1.244.008.19 

86.289.69 

2.92 

96,760.84 


1924 


$18,862,988.00 

-198.686.00 

—1.02 

28.889,260.00 

176.125.00 

.68 

7.140.102.00 

120.000.  oa 

1.71 

28.247.000.00 

1.827.200.  OO 

6.92 

82.679.290.00 

1.929.790.00 

2.S9 

20.600.00 

82.668,690.00 

1,982,990.00 

2.40 

2.16 

1.280.689. S2 

86,186. S3 

2.91 

1^0.246.42 

86.248. 2S 

2.91 

99.070.42 


NEW  SHOREHAM. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100.  .  . . 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUteTax 


1921 


$419,126.00 

1,176.00 

.28 

364.850.00 

—7,960.00 

—2.14 

148.550.00 

6.850.00 

4.47 

99,800.00 

—8.400.00 

—7.77 

1.031.826.00 

—8,826.00 

—  .85 

4.100.00 

1.027.725.00 

—8,025.00 

—.78 

2.50 

23.699.88 

6,949.16 

41.49 

28,597.83 

6,932.41 

41.60 

1.233.27 


1922 


$404,076.00 

—15.050.00 

—8.59 

864,250.00 

—100.00 

—.03 

161.850.00 

18.300.00 

8.96 

93,400.00 

-^,400.00 

—6.42 

1,028,575.00 
—8,250.00 

—  .80 

8.600.00 

1.020.075.00 
—7,650.00 

—  .74 

2.50 

23.627.97 

—71.86 

—.80 

28.540.47 
—56.86 

—  .24 

1.224.09 


1923 


$402,660.00 

—1,426.00 

—.35 

372.400.00 

8.160.00 

2.24 

174.600.00 

12,760.00 

7.88 

97.100.00 

3.700.00 

3.96 

1,046.750.00 

28,176.00 

2.27 

8,500.00 

1.048.250.00 

23,175.00 

2  27 

2.60 

24,129.65 

601.68 

2.12 

24.042.15 

501.68 

2.18 

1,261.90 


1924 


$402,100.00 

—650.00 

—  .14 

871.600.00 

—800.00 

—.21 

177,960.00 

8,360.00 

1.92 

96.600.00 

-^600.00 

—.61 

1.048.260.00 

1.600. 00 

.14 

8.600. 00 

1.044.750.00 

1.600. 00 

.14 

2.60 

24.177.66 

48.00 

.20 

24.090.16 

48.00 

.20 

1.268.70 


■^Soldiers  and  inability. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


101 


TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Ingrbase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1980. 


NEWPORT. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$18,771,898.00 

—81.040.00 

—.48 

118,966.800.00 

188.902.00 

.98 

$18,618,800.00 

— M7.000.00 

—1.78 

118.626.600.00 

—92.800.00 

—  .60 

$18381.600.00 

866.100.00 

1.92 

$19,010,200.00 

128,600.00 

.68 

28,610,071.00 

270.821.00 

.96 

28.767,600.00 

147.429.00 

.61 

28.888,600.00 

—428.900.00 

—1.47 

28.674.600.00 

841,000.00 

1.20 

29.629,400.00 

954,800.00 

8.88 

81,121.200.00 

1.491,800.00 

6.08 

7.412,400.00 

272,298.00 

8.81 

7.804,000.00 

—108,400.00 

—1.46 

7,799,800.00 

496.800.00 

6.78 

7,608.600.00 

—196.800.00 

—2.61 

7.698,600.00 

—4.900.00 

—.06 

7.986,700.00 

888.100.00 

4.46 

24.807,460.00 

—3.489,660.00 

—12.18 

22.866,400.00 

—1,942.060.00 

—7.88 

22.407,000.00 

—468,400.00 

—2.00 

28.109.800.00 

702.800.00 

8.18 

24.247.900.00 

1,188,600.00 

4.98 

28.447300.00 

—800,100.00 

—8.80 

79,601,819.00 

—2,977,471.00 

—8.61 

77,882.700.00 

—1,719,119.00 

—2.16 

77,168,700.00 

—724,000.00 

—.98 

77.918,900.00 

766.200.00 

.98 

80,86!7,600.00 

2,448,600.00 

8.14 

81.616.900.00 

1.168,400.00 

1.44 

19.600.00 

18,400.00 

187,700.00 

254.600.00 

247,000.00 

866.960.00 

79.682.219.00 

— 2,976,471.00 

—8.60 

77,864.800.00 

—1,717,919.00 

—2.16 

76,971,600.00 

—898,800.00 

—1.48 

77.669,800.0 

688,800.00 

.89 

80,110,600.00 

2.461,200.00 

8.16 

81,168,960.00 

1,048.460.00 

1.81 

2.17 

2.46 

2.40 

2.40 

2.60 

2.40 

1,2884267.60 

7,678.28 

.69 

1,489,886.46 

161,117.85 

11.78 

1,408,668.80 

—86,716.66 

—2.48 

1,407.747.60 

4,078.80 

.29 

1,499,781.60 

91,984.00 

6.58 

1.487,426.60 

•^12.806.00 

—.82 

1,287.842.28 

7.696.86 

.69 

1.488.984.65 

161,092.87 

11.78 

1.899,164.00 

—89,770.66 

—2.76 

1.401.667.20 

2,498.20 

.18 

1,498,677.60 

91,920.40 

6.67 

1.478.898.80 

—14.678.80 

—.98 

96.498.66 

98.487.16 

92.866.20 

98.191.16 

72,099.46 

62.868.19 

NEW  SHOREHAM. 


1926 


$407,200.00 

6,100.00 

1.27 

868,400.00 

—8.200.00 

—.86 

167,550.00 

—10,400.00 

—5.84 

91.800.00 

—4.800.00 

—4.97 

1.084.960.00 

—18.800.00 

—1.27 

1,800.00 

1.088.160.00 

—11.600.00 

—1.11 

2.60 

28,946.96 

—281.70 

—.96 

28,900.95 

—189.20 

—  .78 

1,289.78 


1926 


$897,676.00 

—9.626.00 

—2.84 

871.175.00 

2,775.00 

.75 

165.100.00 

—2,460.00 

—1.46 

81,800.00 

—10.500.00 

—11.44 

1.016.260.00 

—19,700.00 

—1.90 

1.400.00 

1.018.850.00 

—19.800.00 

—1.87 

2.50 

28,678.95 

—272.00 

—1.18 

28,688.95 

—262.00 

—1.10 

1,216.62 


1927 


$402,600.00 

4,826.00 

1.21 

876,000.00 

4.825.00 

1.80 

169.160?00 

4.060.00 

2.45 

72,200.00 

—9.100.00 

—11.19 

1.019.850.00 

4,600.00 

.45 

82.100.00 

987.750.00 

—26,100.00 

—2.57 

2.60 

28.980.05 

806.10 

1.29 

28,177.55 

— 461.40 

—1.96 

1,186.80 


1928 


$408,860.00 

860.00 

.21 

890,150.00 

14.150.00 

8.76 

170.600.00 

1.460.00 

.86 

74,200.00 

2.000.00 

2.77 

1,088.300.00 

18.460.00 

1.81 

84.500.00 

1,008.800.00 

16.060.00 

1.62 

2.50 

24.899.80 
419.25 

1.76 

29.686.80 
859.25 

1.56 

1.204.66 


1929 


$411,660.00 

8.800.00 

2.06 

899.760.00 

9.600.00 

2.46 

186.800.00 

14.700.00 

8.62 

76.000.00 

1.800.00 

2.48 

1,072.700.00 

84,400.00 

8.81 

84,600.00 

1,088,200.00 

84,400.00 

8.45 

2.60 

26321.50 

822.20 

8.87 

24,859.00 

822.20 

8.49 

984.88 


1980 


$407,200.00 

-^,460.00 

—1.09 

415,700.00 

16,960.00 

8.99 

188.800.00 

8.600.00 

1.89 

76,000.00 


1,087,700.00 

15,000.00 

1.40 

86,700.00 

1,062,000.00 

18,800.00 

1.88 

2.60 

25.696.60 

875.00 

1.49 

24.704.00 

846.00 

1.42 

1,049.92 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

INCREASB  OR  DBCRBASB  IN  LoCAL  VALUATIONS,  GB068  TAX  AND  NET  TaJ 

Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Citibs  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


NORTH  KINGSTOWN. 


Land 
Incrci 
Percent 

ImprovemenU 

Inereeae 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Penonal 

Increeae 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Peraonal 

Increeae 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increaae 

Percent 

eEzemptiona 

Total  AaMBMd  Valuation 

Increaae 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increaae 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1921 


II 


,045,000.00 

18.690.00 

1.82 

.988,415.00 

81.165.00 

.    .72 

752,176.00 

184,925.00 

21.86 

759.475.00 

5300.00 

.77 

,495,065.00 

175.470.00 

8.80 

28.450.00 

.471.616.00 

175.970.00 

8.82 

1.90 

98.014.11 

7.812.85 

9.17 

92.686.56 

7.806.60 

9.22 

6.565.98 


1922 


$1,102,485.00 

57.485.00 

5.50 

8,021.775.00 

88.860.00 

2.84 

805.175.00 

68,000.00 

7.06 

746.925.00 

—12.550.00 

—1.65 

6.676.860.00 

181.295.00 

8.80 

21.950.00 

5,664.410.00 

182,795.00 

8.84 

1.80 

91,717.58 

—1.296.58 

—1.41 

91.882.28 

—1.254.88 

—1.87 

6.785.29 


1928 


$1,171,625.00 

69.140.00 

6.27 

8.099.610.00 

77386.00 

2.58 

877.055.00 

71380.00 

8.92 

755.175.00 

8.260.00 

1.11 

5.908.465.00 

227.105.00 

4.00 

19,950.00 

5383.515.00 

229.105.00 

4.06 

1.90 

101.888.21 

10.120.68 

11.08 

101.469.66 

10.187.48 

11.10 

7.060.21 


1924 


$1.282390.00 

60.665.00 

5.18 

83S7.045.00 

187,485.00 

4. 48 

919.176.00 

42420.00 

4.80 

762.125.00 
—8.060.00 

—.40 

6.140.685.00 
287.170  00 

4.08 

18.750.00 

6.121385  00 

288.870.00 
4.05 

1.90 

105.890.19 

8,551.98 

8.49 

105,044.44 

8.574.78 
3  53 

7.846.26 


NORTH  PROVIDENCE. 


Xjand 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvonents 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Asseseed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. . . . 

Cross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

StoteTax 


1921 


$1 
8 
1 


6 


,482.535.00 
88.820.00 
2.84 

.649.870.00 

672.246.00 

22.58 

,486.560.00 

96.000.00 

7.17 

92,900.00 

—7,600.00 

—7.67 

.661,855.00 

794,465.00 

18.54 

8.800.00 

.658.555.00 

794.465.00 

18.56 

1.50 

98.906.98 

12,000.68 

18.81 

98,781.48 

12,000.58 

18.88 

7,984.26 


1922 


$1.480316.00 

—2,220.00 

—  .15 

8311.175.00 

161,805.00 

4.42 

1.444.800.00 

8.250.00 

.67 

65.000.00 

—27.900.00 

—80.04 

6,801,290.00 

189,485.00 

2.09 

7.800.00 

6.798,990.00 

140.485.00 

2.11 

1.50 

101.804.84 

2,898.41 

2.42 

101,194.84 

2,418.41 

2.44 

8,152.78 


1928 


$1,581,875.00 

101.560.00 

6.86 

4317.776.00 

506,600.00 

18.29 

1,681,600.00 

286.700.00 

16.88 

68,800.00 

—1300.00 

—1.85 

7,644.950.00 

848.660.00 

12.40 

6.800.00 

7.689.660.00 

846.660.00 

12.45 

1.76 

182325.82 

81.620.98 

81.20 

182,882.57 

81.687.78 

81.26 

9,167.58 


1924 


$1,626,335  00 

44.460  03 

2.81 

4.669  875.00 

841.600.00 
7.91 

1.7SO.100.00 

48.600  00 

2.89 

68300.00 


8.079.610.00 

484.660.00 

6.69 

5.800. 00 

8.074310  00 

484.660.00 

5.69 

1.75 

140.581.87 

7.606.55 

6  72 

140.489  IS 

7.606  55 

6.73 

9.e89.lT 


*Soldiers  and  inability. 
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INGBBASE  OR  DEGRBASB  IN  LOCAL  VALUATIONS,  GROSS  TAX  AND  NeT  TAX 

Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1980. 

north  kingstown. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

11.880,966.00 

98.676.00 

8.01 

$1,427,876.00 

96,910.00 

7.28 

$1,490,066.00 

62,180.00 

4.86 

$1,661,626.00 

71,670.00 

4.80 

$1328.780.00 

262,106.00 

16.78 

$1382,726.00 

68,996.00 

8.28 

8,420,960.00 

188,906.00 

6.68 

8,608300.00 

188360.00 

6.84 

8.748,800.00 

189,600.00 

8.87 

8.881.900.00 

188.600.00 

8.70 

4.092,826.00 

210326.00 

6.48 

4367,426.00 

164.600.00 

4.02 

986.060.00 

16,876.00 

1.88 

964,200.00 

18.160.00 

1.94 

1,000,600.00 

46.400.00 

4.86 

1,018,000.00 

17,400.00 

1.74 

1,086,400.00 

17.400.00 

1.71 

1,084,000.00 

—11,400.00 

—1.10 

1,124,676.00 

872,460.00 

49.62 

1.188,400.00 

68.826.00 

6.28 

1319,700.00 

186.800.00 

11.62 

1,092,600.00 

—227.100.00 

—17.21 

1,188300.00 

46,700.00 

4.18 

1380300.00 

242,000.00 

21.26 

6312.640.00 

671.906.00 

10.94 

7.169.276.00 

866,786.00 

6.24 

7,668,666.00 

884.880.00 

6.86 

7.664.126.00 

470.00 

.01 

8,090366.00 

686.180.00 

7.10 

8,644.460.00 

464,196.00 

6.61 

16,800.00 

16.600.00 

27,100.00 

62.826.00 

60,100.00 

78,860.00 

«.79^740.00 

678,866.00 

11.01 

7,162,676.00 

866.986.00 

6.74 

7.626.666.00 

878.880.00 

6.28 

7.601.800.00 

—26,266.00 

—  .84 

8,080.166.00 

628.866.00 

7.06 

8^71,100.00 

440.946.00 

6.49 

1.90 

1.90 

1.90 

1.90 

2.00 

2.00 

112.669.64 

7,179.46 

6.81 

118.466.28 

6396.69 

6.24 

128.728.96 

6368.72 

4.48 

127,189.87 

8,416.42 

2.76 

148.692.80 

16,462.98 

12.94 

148.804.20 

6,211.90 

8.68 

112,260.94 

7,216.60 

6.87 

118,160.88 

6,899.89 

6.26 

128,242.06 

6,081.72 

4.80 

126.168.70 

2,926.66 

2.87 

142,422.80 

16.268.60 

12.88 

147.876.60 

4.968.80 

8.48 

8,164.88 

8,688.21 

9,081.26 

9.001.66 

7327.18 

6368.46 

north  providence. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$1,722,666.00 

96380.00 

6.92 

$1.760380.00 

87.766.00 

2.19 

$1,946380.00 

•186,900.00 

10.66 

$1.978360.00 

27.620.00 

1.42 

$2,019,780.00 

46,980.00 

2.88 

$1,920,680.00 

—99,160.00 

—4.91 

6.166,426.00 

606.060.00 

10.86 

6.471,626.00 

806300.00 

6.98 

7328,180.00 

1,766,606.00 

82.10 

7.678,180.00 

846,060.00 

4.77 

8,806,980.00 

788.800.00 

9.69 

8,786,480.00 

478.600.00 

6.76 

1,778300.00 

48300.00 

2.68 

1.862.900.00 

79.000.00 

4.46 

2.064,100.00 

211,200.00 

11.89 

2,129,460.00 

66.860.00 

8.17 

2.124.960.00 

—4,600.00 

—.21 

2,280,060.00 

106.100.00 

4.96 

62300.00 
— 11.000.00 

61.600.00 

—1.800.00 

—2.46 

9.186,866.00 

421.666.00 

4.84 

29.600.00 

—22.000.00 

—42.72 

11.267.960.00 

2,181,606.00 

28.88 

29,600.00 

29,700.00 

200.00 

.68 

12,481.410.00 

776.480.00 

6.62 

84,600.00 
4.900.00 

—17.24 

16.60 

8,714,690.00 

686,080.00 

7.86 

11.706,980.00 

488.020.00 

8.89 

12,970,760.00 

489,860.00 

8.92 

4,800.00 

4,600.00 

86,776.00 

68326.00 

74.960.00 

109,600.00 

8,'710.890.00 

686,080.00 

7.88 

9.181,766.00 

421,866.00 

4.84 

11,281,186.00 

2,099.480.00 

22.99 

11.662.166.00 

420.970.00 

8.76 

12,406.460.00 

764,806.00 

6.47 

12.861,260.00 

464.800.00 

8.67 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

178349.00 

82317.18 

28.42 

181308.10 

8.464.10 

4.87 

224.887.20 

42,984.10 

28.68 

288,647.60 

8,760.40 

8.90 

249,168.00 

16,606.40 

6.64 

268.861.60 

9.708.60 

8.90 

178,868.00 

82328.88 

28.44 

181311- 10 

8,448.10 

4.87 

224,161.70 

42,840.60 

28.29 

282.671.10 

8,419.40 

8.76 

247,664.00 

16,062.90 

6.49 

266.671.60 

9.017.60 

8.64 

10,462.46 

10,968.10 

18.477.42 

18,982.68 

11.166.81 

10.908.64 
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INCRBASB  OR  DBGBBASB  IN  LOCAL  VALUATIONS,  GROSS  TAX  AND  NKT  TaX 
ASSBSSED,  AND  AMOUNT  OF  STATE  TAX,  BY  CITIES  AND  TOWNS,  1921-1930. 


NORTH  SMITHFIELD. 


Luid 

Incroue 

PwC«nt 

Improv«in«nta 

IncNue 

PwC«Dt 

Tangible  Penonal 

InCTMM 

P«r  Cent 

Intangible  Peraonal 

Increaie 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

*EzemptIons 

Total  AneaMd  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$467,110.00 

18,660.00 

8.06 

1,918.946.00 

89,600.00 

2.11 

1,120.106.00 

--«6,860.00 

—8.06 

287,980.00 

—16,680.00 

—6.66 

8,784,140.00 

1,120.00 

.08 

4,160.00 

8,729.980.00 

1.460.00 

.04 

1.60 

68,894.82 

200.28 

.88 

68.881.92 

206.88 

.89 

4,476.97 


1922 


$471,780.00 

14.620.00 

8.20 

2.009.446.00 

90,600.00 

4.72 

1,181.885.00 

11,280.00 

1.00 

188.606.00 

—99,876.00 

—41.76 

8.751.116.00 

16,976.00 

.46 

4,600.00 

8.746,616.00 

16,686.00 

.45 

2.00 

72,804.62 

19.410.80 

86.86 

72.714.62 

19,882.70 

86.84 

4.496.98 


1928 


$766,460.00 

298,720.00 

62.26 

2,876,800.00 

866.866.00 

48.11 

1.418.700.00 

282.866.00 

24.96 

98380.00 
1,776.00 
—28.70 

6,168.780.00 

1.402,666.00 

87.89 

6.000.00 

5.148.780.00 

1.402.166.00 

87.42 

1.60 

76,219.57 

8,414.95 

4.69 

76.144.67 

8.429.95 

4.72 

6.178.58 


1924 


1.400.00 
68.950.00 
8SS 

8.001.000  00 

125,200  00 

4.15 

1.622.250. 00 

106.650  00 

7.68 

128.485.00 

24.655  00 

24. 9S 

5.476.185.00 

822.855.00 

6.25 

4.000.00 

6.472.185  00 

801.855.00 

6.S 

l.SO 

80,788.69 

4.664.12 

5.99 

80.72S69 

4.579.12 
6.01 

6.566.  U 


PAWTUCKBT. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Peraonal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  AflMssed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

I..ocal  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUteTax 


1921 


$17,767,944.00 

1,058.982.00 

6.88 

46,046.286.00 

1,787.488.00 

3.92 

85.184.420.00 

4.066.200.00 

18.07 

18.721.423.00 

—28.869.810.00 

—63.00 

112,720.028.00 

—16,507,190.00 

—12.77 

102.920.00 

112.617.108.00 
—16,609.070.00 
—12.80 

2.00 

2.084.867.69 

48,778.16 

2.19 

2,082.799.29 

48,736.56 

2.20 

185.140.52 


1922 


$17,164,480.00 

—608,614.00 

—8.40 

48.164,990.00 

2,118.754.00 

4.60 

35.759.980.00 

575.660.00 

1.64 

18,840.070.00 

5.118.647.00 

37.81 

119,929.470.00 

7,209,447.00 

6.40 

79,880.00 

119.850.090.00 

7,282,987.00 

6.42 

2.00 

2.097,148.28 

62.290.69 

8.06 

2.095.560.68 

62,761.39 

3.90 

148,820.10 


1928 


$17,458,280.00 

'  298,800.00 

1.71 

51,817.210.00 

3,162.220.00 

6.64 

87,486,500.00 

1.676,520.00 

4.69 

18,587,640.00 

—6,802.480.00 

—28.14 

119.749,580.00 

—179.890.00 

—.15 

56,100.00 

119.694,480.00 

—165,610.00 

—.18 

2.00 

2.178.389.86 

81,241.08 

8.87 

2,177,287.86 

81,726.68 

3.90 

143.688.37 


1924 


$17,782,640.00 

274,410.00 

r    1  57 

66.070.240.00 

3.758,080.00 

7.81 

87.885.540  00 

—60.960.00 

—.14 

14,280.540.00 

742.900.00 

6.49 

124.468.960.00 

4.719.880.00 

8.94 

80.020.00 

124.888.940.00 

4.694.460.00 

3.92 

2.00 

2,260,890.56 

82.501  20 

8.79 

2.269.290.16 
82.002  80 

8.77 

149,266.72 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

incrbase  or  decrease  in  local  valuations,  gross  tax  and  net  tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


NORTH  SMITHPIELD. 

* 

1926 

1926 

• 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

1848.860.00 

18.960.00 

2.28 

$878,000.00 

24.660.00 

2.90 

$872,400.00 

—600.00 

—.07 

$871,700.00 

—700.00 

—.08 

$889,460.00 

17.760.00 

2.04 

$891,860.00 

2.400.00 

.27 

8.068.000.00 

87.000.00 

2.90 

8^06.700.00 

217.700.00 

7.06 

8,488.400.00 

127.700.00 

8.86 

8.600.900.00 

67.600.00 

1.97 

8.692.800.00 

91.900.00 

2.68 

8.662.800.00 

68.600.00 

1.66 

1.678.000.00 

60.760.00 

8.88 

1.696.460.00 

28.460.00 

1.49 

1.661.600.00 

—44.860.00 

—2.81 

1.662.460.00 

860.00 

.06 

1.697.900.00 

46,460.00 

2.98 

1.686360.00 

—61.060.00 

-«.82 

121.066.00 

—2.480.00 

—1.97 

114.700.00 

—6,866.00 

—6.26 

128.706.00 

14.006.00 

12.21 

127.666.00 

—1.060.00 

—.82 

180.680.00 

2.926.00 

2.29 

120.680.00 

—10.060.00 

—7.70 

6.680.406.00 

164.270.00 

2.82 

6.889.860.00 

269.446.00 

4.61 

6,986.106.00 

96.266.00 

1.68 

6.062.706.00 

66.600.00 

1.11 

6.210.780.00 

168.026.00 

2.61 

6.201.680.00 

—9,200.00 

—.16 

4,000.00 

4,000.00 

16.000.00 

28.000.00 

80.600.00 

44,960.00 

6.626.406.00 

164.270.00 

2.82 

6«886360.00 

269.446.00 

4.61 

6.970.106.00 

84.266.00 

1.48 

6.029.706.00 

69.600.00 

1.00 

6.180.180.00 

160.426.00 

2.49 

6,166.680.00 

—28.660.00 

—.88 

1.60 

1.60 

1.80 

1.80 

i.92yi 

1.80 

88,124.47 

2.840.78 

2.90 

87.086.06 

8.961.68 

4.76 

106.948.02 

18.861.97 

21.66 

107.161.62 

1.218.60 

1.16 

117.666  20 

10.408.68 

9.71 

109.940.12 

—7.626.08 

—6.49 

88.064.47 

2.840.78 

2.90 

87,026.06 
8.961.68 

4.76 

106.660.02 

18.688.91 

21.41 

106,747.62 

1.087.60 

1.08 

116,976.16 

10.228.68 

9.68 

109.181.02 

—7,846.18 

—6.71 

6.761.68 

7,068.02 

7.164.12 

7.286.64 

6.662.11 

4.688.06 

pawtucket. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928     . 

1929 

1980 

$18,240,060.00 

607.410.00 

2.86 

$17,961,800.00 

—278,760.00 

—1.68 

$17,426,000.00 

—686.800.00 

—2.98 

$17,861,464.00 

—64.646.00 

—.87 

$16,889,702.00 

—971,762.00 

—6.60 

$17368.860.00 

1.464,168.00 

8.98 

68,426.600.00 

8.866^860.00 

6.09 

62.021.600.00 

8,694,900.00 

6.16 

66.668.410.00 

4.681.910.00 

7.47 

69.186.046.00 

2.681.686.00 

8.80 

72.726,688.00 

8,640,642.00 

6.12 

78.084.040.00 

808362.00 

.42 

87.104.940.00 
—280.600.00 

—.76 

87.628,100.00 

428,160.00 

1.14 

86.887.620.00 

—640.480.00 

—1.71 

86,760.820.00 

—1.186300.00 

—8.08 

86,974,840.00 

224,020.00 

.68 

84.687.040.00 

—1.887300.00 

—8.72 

12,888,090.00 

—1,942,460.00 

—18.60 

18,694.660.00 

1,866,460.00 

10.99 

14.898.060.00 

698,610.00 

6.10 

16.004.720.00 

1.611.660.00 

11.20 

18,401,990.00 

—2,602,780.00 

—16.26 

10.791369.00 

—2310.781.00 

—19.48 

126,108,680.00 

1,640,720.00 

1.82 

181306,460.00 

6,096,770.00 

4.04 

186,860.090.00 

4.164.640.00 

8.17 

188.802,040.00 

2.941.950.00 

2.17 

188,492.220.00 

190,180.00 

.14 

186316.199.00 

—2.176.021.00 

—1.67 

60,410.00 

67,920.00 

128.660.00 

209.240.00 

226.080.00 

869,620.00 

126,049,270.00 

1.660,880.00 

1.88 

181,187,680.00 

6.088360.00 

4.04 

186381.640.00 

4.094.010.00 

8.12 

188,092,800.00 

2,861360.00 

2.12 

188,266.190.00 

178,890.00 

.18 

186.946.579.00 

—2319.611.00 

—1.68 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.25 

2.26 

2.824,784.16 

68398.60 

2.88 

2.404,996.20 

80.212.04 

8.46 

2.476312.84 

71316.64 

2.99 

2.509,966.20 

88.062.86 

1.88 

2,868.188.18 

868.172.98 

14.27 

2.867.476.18 

—661.96 

—  .02 

2.828.676.96 

64,286.80 

2.84 

2,408.687.80 

80.061.84 

8.44 

2.474.841.84 

70.704.04 

2.94 

2,505,780.40 

31.488.56 

1.27 

2.868,062.46 

867,272.06 

14.26 

2.869.169.78 

—8.892.78 

—.14 

161369.12 

167.866.08 

162.277.84 

166.711.86 

124.489.67 

121.614.28 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Citibs  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUteTax 


1921 


$1,706,166.00 

44,725.00 

2.69 

1.426.660.00 

—66.076.00 

—4.86 

266,960.00 

20,660.00 

8.42 

781,200.00 

—7,400.00 

—1.00 

4,128366.00 

—7.100.00 

—.17 

1,800.00 

4,127.066.00 

—6,900.00 

—.17 

1.00 

86.901.46 

6,768.13 

22.46 

86.888.46 

6.766.18 

22.47 

4.962.47 


1922 


$1,671,216.00 

—34.950.00 

—2.06 

1.688,050.00 

167.600.00 

11.06 

264.850.00 

—1,100.00 

—.41 

1,669.886.00 

928,686.00 

127.01 

6,179.001.00 

1,060,186.00 

25.44 

2,000.00 

6,177,001.00 

1.049,936.00 

25.44 

1.00 

41.880.69 

4.929.24 

18.86 

41.810.69 

4.927.24 

18.86 

6.212.40 


1928 


$1,728,165.00 

51,950.00 

8.11 

1.750.960.00 

167.900.00 

10.61 

811.250.00 

46.400.00 

17.62 

1,014.800.00 

—645.086.00 

—88.86 

4.800.165.00 

—878,886.00 

—7.81 

2.000.00 

4.798.165.00 

—878.886.00 

—7.81 

1.00 

41.912.85 

82.16 

.20 

41.892.86 

82.16 

.20 

6.757.79 


1924 


$1^15.566.00 

92,400.00 

5.66 

1.827.550.00 

76,600.00 

4.87 

818,860.00 

7.600.00 

2.44 

1.288300.00 

224.000.00 

22.07 

5300.766.00 

400.600.00 

8.S6 

Nobs 

6300.765.00 

402.600.00 

8.89 

1.00 

44374.86 

2.662.00 

6.S6 

44.674.86 

2.682.00 

6.40 

6.240.91 


providence. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Pwsonal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

'Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$109,886,150 
80,260 

180.564,590 

3.160,850 

1 

90,080,400 
221.600 

113371.020 

7,676.480 

7 

493302.I6O 

11,089.180 

2 

146,820 

498.655,340 

11.091.940 

2 

2 

93O8.4OO 

—79311 

9300.101 
—79,185 


.00 
.00 
.08 

.00 
.00 
.78 

.00 
.00 
.25 

.00 
.00 
.26 

.00 
.00 
.28 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.29 

.80 

.80 
.20 
.84 

.34 
.98 
.85 


698,586.40 


1922 


$111,709,460.00 

1.878.800.00 

1.68 

188.161.800.00 

7.687.210.00 

4.20 

91,759,200.00 

1.728,800.00 

1.92 

117.656.000.00 

4.284.980.00 

8.78 

509.276.450.00 

15,474390.00 

8.18 

189.800.00 

509.187.160.00 

15.481310.00 

8.14 

2.80 

9.477394.85 

274.494.05 

2.98 

9.474,721.99 

274.620.65 

2.98 

610,964.58 


1928 


$112.277310.00 

567360.00 

.51 

198,465.990.00 

10314,190.00 

6.48 

94315.500. 00 

8.156.800.00 

8.44 

125.640.500.00 

7.884.500.00 

6.70 

581,199.800.00 

21.922.850.00 

4.81 

188360.00 

581.065.440.00 

21.928.290.00 

4.81 

2.80 

9382.814.40 

854.420.05 

8.74 

9,829,279.82 

854.667.88 

8.74 

687,278.62 


1924 


$119,714,080.00 

7.486.770.00 

6.62 

209.657.660.QO 

11.191,660.00 

6.64 

96.587.800.00 

1.621.800. 00 

1.71 

182.722.020.00 

7.181.520.00 

6.72 

558.681,060.00 

27.481.760.00 

6.16 

140300.00 

568.490350.00 

27.425,410.00 

6.16 

2.S0 

10,826.796.77 

494.481.87 
6.0s 

io.828.690.17 

494310.85 

6.0s 

670.189.02 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


107 


TABLE  X.--Contmued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$1,914,226.00 

98.660.00 

6.48 

$2,002,676.00 

88,460.00 

4.62 

$2,147,776.00 

146.100.00 

7.26 

$2,194,260.00 

46.486.00 

2.16 

$2,828,825.00 

184.066.00 

6.11 

$2,870,160.00 

41.826.00 

1.80 

2^62.610.00 

424.960.00 

28.26 

2,488.060.00 

186.640.00 

8.24 

2.689.626.00 

261,476.00 

10.81 

2.878.760.00 

184.226.00 

6.85 

8,460.075.00 

676,826.00 

20.06 

8.946.876.00 

495,800.00 

14.87 

888,900.00 

70.060.00 

21.97 

428,966.00 

40,066.00 

10.80 

475.400.00 

46.446.00 

10.88 

617,260.00 

141.860.00 

29.84 

689.426.00 

—27.826.00 

—4.61 

1.202.960.00 

618,626.00 

104.09 

1,146.600.00 

—92,200.00 

—7.44 

1.006.000.00 

—140,600.00 

—32.26 

1.010.000.00 

4,000.00 

.40 

1.002,000.00 

—8.000.00 

—  .79 

688.700.00 

—468.800.00 

—46.74 

616.000.00 

—17.700.00 

—8.82 

6.702.286.00 

601.470.00 

9.64 

6.876,680.00 

178.446.00 

8.04 

6,822,700.00 

447.020.00 

7.61 

6,687.260.00 

864,660.00 

6.77 

6.901.625.00 

214.265.00 

8.20 

8.084.975.00 

1.188.460.00 

16.42 

1,000.00 

12,600 .  00 

18  000.00 

81850.00 

89,700.00 

7,995.275.00 

1.126.600.00 

16.89 

6.702.286.00 

601.470.00 

9.64 

6,874.680.00 

172.446.00 

8.02 

6,810.200.00 

486,620.00 

7.41 

6.674,260.00 

864.060.00 

6.77 

6.869,675.00 

195.415.00 

2.98 

1.00 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

60.142.76 

6,667.90 

12.49 

62,460.16 

12.817.40 

24.66 

67.792.40 

5.882.25 

8.64 

72.281.12 

4.488.72 

6.66 

78,648.70 

6,817.58 

8.76 

92,291.70 

13.743.00 

17.60 

60,142.76 

6,667.90 

12.49 

62,448.16 

12,806.40 

24.64 

67,642.40 

5.194.25 

8.32 

72.076.12 

4.482.72 

6.55 

78,180.90 

6.106.78 

8.47 

91317.70 

18.686.80 

17.44 

6.842.68 

7.049.61 

7,572.24 

8.009.11 

6,182.70 

8.902.26 

PROVIDENCE. 


1926 


$122,699,620.00 

2,886.640.00 

2.41 

220.698.880.00 

10.941.180.00 

6.22 

98.901.400.00 

2.864,100.00 

2.45 

182,801.500.00 

—420.620.00 

—  .82 

574.401.860.00 

16.770.800.00 

2.82 

186.060.00 

674,265.290.00 

16,774.440.00 

2.82 

2.80 

10,697,602.65 

870,706.78 

8.69 

10,694.894.07 

870,808.90 

8.59 

688,118.84 


1926 


$126,082,040.00 

8.482,420.00 

2.84 

282,108.680.00 

11.604.700.00 

6.21 

100.118.600.00 

1.212.100.00 

1.22 

188.176.780.00 

5.874.280.00 

4.44 

696.474.850.00 

22.078.600.00 

8.84 

94.660.00 

596,880,290.00 

22,115.000.00 

8.85 

2.80 

11.098,581.78 

896.079.18 

8.70 

11.091.406.85 

897,012.78 

8.71 

715.656.84 


1927 


$140,941,322.00 

14.859.282.00 

11.79 

244.086.622.00 

11.983.092  00 

6.14 

101.024,186.00 

910.686.00 

.91 

148.928.080.00 

6.752.300.00 

4.16 

629,980.160.00 

83,465.810.00 

6.61 

468.800.00 

629.466.860.00 

88,086.570.00 

6.55 

2.85 

11,996,761.19 

903,179.46 

8.14 

11,986,878.64 

894,466.79 

8.06 

756,860.28 


1928 


$144,617,678.00 

8,676.856.00 

2.61 

269.922.679.00 

16.886,057.00 

6.61 

100.508,286.00 

—616.900.00 

—.51 

154.267,315.00 

10.8894285.00 

7.18 

659.815,908.00 

29.885.748.00 

4.66 

448.676.00 

658.867,282.00 

29,400,872.00 

4.67 

2.85 

12.485.711.18 

488.949.99 

4.08 

12.475.167.80 

489.293.66 

4.08 

790,640.67 


1929 


$151,675,187.00 

7,067,459.00 

4.88 

268,609.268.00 

8.686,584.00 

8.80 

100.415.268.00 

—92,978.00 

—  .09 

164.614.660  00 

10,847.845.00 

6.71 

685,214.828.00 

25.898,415.00 

8.98 

688,517.00 

684,576,806.00 

25,708.674.00 

8.90 

2.85 

12J892.560.72 

406,889.54 

3.26 

12,877.546.58 

402.878.28 

8.23 

616.118.22 


1930 


158,707.871.00 

2.082.734.00 

1.84 

278.474,489.00 

4.966,176.00 

1.86 

98,168.178.00 

—2.257.086  00 

—2.26 

167.490,680.00 

2,876,020.00 

1.76 

692,881.168.00 

7,616.845.00 

1.11 

975.240.00 

691,855.928.00 

7.280.122.00 

1.06 

2.85 

18,015,464.19 

122,918.47 

.96 

12,992,646.06 

116.000.47 

.89 

652,188.20 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

incrbasb  or  decrease  in  local  valuations,  gross  tax  and  net  tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


RICHMOND. 


Land 

InereMe 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increeae 

Per  Cent 

Tancible  Pereonal 

Increeae 

Percent 

Intangible  PenM>nal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

ToUl  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

*Ezemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Incresae 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

State  Tax 


1921 


1808.725.00 

2.200.00 

.72 

954.260.00 

—1.450.00 

—.16 

679.760.00 

16.900.00 

8.01 

81.010.00 

6.600.00 

8.87 

1.928.786.00 

24.260.00 

1.27 

8,700.00 

1.920,036.00 

24,660.00 

1.80 

1.00 

18.861.29 

-^.269.79 

—18.48 

18314.29 

-^.246.64 

—18.41 

2.804.04 


1922 


$808,826.00 

—400.00 

—.18 

1.019360.00 

66.100.00 

6.88 

617300.00 

87.660.00 

6.48 

89310.00 

8300.00 

10.87 

2.084.786.00 

111.060.00 

6.77 

8,400.00 

2.081386.00 

111.860.00 

6.80 

1.26 

24371.42 

6320.18 

80.88 

24328.92 

6314.68 

80.91 

2.487.66 


1928 


$808,826.00 


1.048.100.00 

28.760.00 

2.82 

618.626.00 

1326.00 

.20 

79.100.00 

—10,710.00 

—11.98 

2.064,060.00 

19366.00 

.94 

4.400.00 

2,049.660.00 

18366.00 

.90 

1.60 

29340.66 

6369.24 

21.86 

29.874.66 

6.246.74 

21.80 

2,459.68 


1924 


$806325.00 

600.00 

16 

1.067.600  00 

19.400  00 

1.8S 

679.125.00 

60.600  00 

9  80 

67.100.00 

—12.000.00 

—15.17 

2.122360.00 

68,500.00 

8.8S 

4300.00 

2,118.850.00 

68,700  00 

S.S5 

1  50 

81.100  15 

1.159  49 

8.87 

81.087  15 

1.162.19 

8.89 

2.542  02 


scituate. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

ToUl  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. . . . 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$822,860.00 

4.865.00 

.58 

1.649.975.00 

19,460.00 

1.19 

775.800.00 

40350.00 

5.67 

267.850.00 

—49,200.00 

—15.54 

8.515.485.00 

15,565.00 

.45 

9.200.00 

8,506.285.00 

19.765.00 

.57 

1.60 

58,089.56 

7,206.18 

15.72 

52,899.66 

7,289.78 

15.86 

4.207.54 


1922 


$884,985.00 

12.625.00 

1.54 

1.848360.00 

198375.00 

12.05 

888.200.00 

112.400.00 

14.49 

289,750.00 

—27.600.00 

—10.88 

8311,785.00 

296.800.00 

8.48 

8,200.00 

3.808.585.00 

297.800.00 

8.48 

1.60 

58,111.56 

5.072.00 

9.56 

57,987.56 

5,088.00 

9.62 

4,564.80 


1928 


$958,610.00 

128.625.00 

14.81 

8.862.276.00 

1.608.426.00 

81.82 

947.550.00 

59.850.00 

6.68 

860.900.00 

111,150.00 

46.86 

5.609.886.00 

1.797.550.00 

47.16 

7.100.00 

5.602.285.00 

1.798.650.00 

47.29 

1.60 

86.588.56 

27.427.00 

47.20 

86.432.16 

27,444.60 

47.83 

6.722.68 


1924 


$987385  00 

28.675.00 

2.99 

2.826.845.00 

—626.930.00 

—16.69 

725.050.00 

—222.500  00 

—28.48 

493.425.00 

142.525.00 

40.62 

5,082.105.00 

—677380.00 

—10.29 

8.100.00 

5.024.005. 00 

—678,280  00 

—10.32 

1.60 

74.592  58 

—10.945.98 

—12.80 

74.470.18 

—10.961.98 

—12.83 

6.028.80 


'''Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.—Contmued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1980. 


RICHMOND. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

1806,900.00 

—1926.00 

—.62 

$802,160.00 

—4,760.00 

—1.66 

1806.776.00 

8.626.00 

1.20 

$298,876.00 

—7.400.00 

—2.42 

$291,975.00 

—6.400.00 

—2.14 

$286,226.00 

—6.760.00 

—1.97 

1,072,760.00 

6.260.00 

.49 

1.^7.760.00 

96.000.00 

8.86 

1.166.600.00 

—12,150.00 

—1.04 

1.078.800.00 

^81.800.00 

—7.08 

1.086.160.00 

11,860.00 

1.06 

1,088.026.00 

—2,125.00 

—.20 

688,876.00 

4.760.00 

.70 

787.800.00 

68.926.00 

7.88 

718.775.00 

—24,026.00 

—3.26 

668,410.00 

—60.866.00 

—8.46 

660.160.00 

6.740.00 

1.08 

662,875.00 

—7.275.00 

—1.10 

66.600.00 

—10.600.00 

—16.80 

81.200.00 

24.700.00 

48.72 

81.100.00 

—100.00 

—.12 

87,400.00 

6.800.00 

7.77 

61,900.00 

—26.500.00 

—29.18 

68.400.00 

—8.600.00 

—6.66 

2.120.026.00 

—2.626.00 

—.12 

2,288.900.00 

168.876.00 

7.97 

2.266.260.00 

—82.650.00 

—1.48 

2.112.986.00 

—148,266.00 

—6.86 

2.099.176.00 

—18.810.00 

—.66 

2,080.625.00 

—18.650.00 

—.89 

8.200.00 

8.200.00 

18.760.00 

8.800.00 

6.660.00 

7.650.00 

2,116.826.00 

—1.626.00 

—.07 

2.286.700.00 

168.876.00 

7.97 

2.242.600.00 

-^8.200.00 

—1.89 

2.104.686.00 

—187.816.00 

—6.16 

2.092.626.00 

—12.060.00 

—.67 

2.072,875.00 

—19.750.00 

—.94 

1.60 

1.60 

1.60 

1.60 

1.76 

1.90 

88.242.40 

2.142.26 

6.89 

86,648.00 

2.406.60 

7.24 

85.126.80 

—521.20 

—1.46 

82.768.96 

—2,867.84 

—6.74 

86.899.91 

8,140.96 

9.69 

88.668.96 
2,764.06 

7.67 

88.191.20 

2.164.06 

6.94 

85.696.80 

2.406.60 

7.24 

84.910.40 

—686.40 

—1.98 

82.626.16 

—2.284.24 

—6.64 

86.786.29 

8.169.18 

9.68 

88.508.61 

2.728.82 

7.61 

2.640.19 

2.742.84 

2.691.00 

2.526.62 

1.888.86 

1.686.61 

SCITUATE. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$988,496.00 

— «.790.00 

—.88 

$991,070.00 

7.675.00 

.77 

$1,008,945.00 

12.875.00 

1.80 

$1,016,295.00 

11,850.00 

1.18 

$1,089320.00 

24.525.00 

2.42 

$1,047,296.00 

7.476.00 

.72 

4.887.520.00 

1.611,176.00 

68.47 

4.616.870.00 

277,860.00 

6.40 

6.986.620.00 

2.821.160.00 

60.29 

7,168,126.00 

226,605.00 

8.27 

6.106.965.00 

—1,066,160.00 

—14.74 

6.178,716.00 

66.760.00 

1.09 

696.860.00 

—28.700.00 

—8.96 

618,476.00 

—77,875.00 

—11.18 

672.425.00 

—46.060.00 

—7.46 

670,650.00 

—1.876.00 

—.88 

688.860.00 

17,800.00 

8.12 

686,286.00 

—2.116.00 

—.86 

511.160.00 

17.725.00 

8.69 

489,960.00 

—71,200.00 

—18.98 

466.800.00 

26,860.00 

6.99 

494,600.00 

28,800.00 

6.07 

498,600.00 

8.900.00 

.79 

5254200.00 

26.700.00 

6.86 

6.628.515.00 

1.496.410.00 

29.74 

6,664,866.00 

186,850.00 

2.09 

8,979,190.00 

2,814,825.00 

84.72 

94M8,570.00 

264,880.00 

2.94 

8,288.686.00 

—1.009.985.00 

—10.98 

8.882,445.00 

98.810.00 

1.20 

6.100.00 

5,100.00 

6,100.00 

4.500.00 

4.476.00 

9.850.00 

6.622.415.00 

1.498.410.00 

29.82 

6.659.765.00 

187.860.00 

2.10 

8.974,090.00 

2.814.826.00 

84.76 

9.289.070.00 

264.980.00 

2.96 

8.229.160.00 

—1,009.910.00 

—10.98 

8.822.696.00 

98.486.00 

1.14 

1.60 

1.60 

1.60 

1.60 

1.60 

1.60 

98,822.44 

28.729.86 

81.81 

101.858.44 

8.086.00 

8.09 

188,071.44 

86.718.00 

86.22 

141.961.92 

8.890.48 

2.82 

125.756.16 

—16.206.76 

—11.42 

127.016.72 

1.260.66 

1.00 

98.224.84 

28.754.66 

81.90 

101.276.84 

8.062.00 

8.11 

187.989.84 

86.118.00 

86.26 

141,889.92 

8.900.08 

2.88 

126.684.66 

—16.205.86 

—11.42 

126.869.12 

1.174.66 
.98 

7.826.89 

7,991.71 

10.768.90 

11,086.88 

7.406.24 

6,891.51 

no 
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TABLE  X.— Continiied. 

INCHEASE  OR  DBCRBASE  IN  LOCAL  VALUATIONS,  GROSS  TaX  AND  NET  TaX 

Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


SMITHFIELD. 


1921 


Land 


Per  Cent 

ImprovcmeDts . . . 

Inereeae 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Perwnel 


Percent 

Intangible  Penonal 

Increaae 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increaae 

Percent 

*EzemptionB 

Total  Aaeewed  Valuation 

Incraaie 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Groaa  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUteTax. 


1688,696.00 

84.806.00 

6.24 

2.086.710.00 

207.627.00 

11.86 

1.890.200.00 

186.106.00 

10.86 

206.848.00 

1.000.00 

.49 

4.217.858.00 

878.940.00 

9.87 


4.217.858.00 

878,940.00 

9.87 

1.60 

60,984.98 

6.678.10 

10.26 

60.984.98 

6,678.10 

10.26 

6.060.82 


$680,610.00 

—^,086.00 

—.68 

2,077.190.00 

40.480.00 

1.99 

1.407.286.00 

17.066.00 

1.28 

196.208.00 

—11.640.00 

—6.68 

4.260.198.00 

42.840.00 

1.01 

4.100.00 

4.266.098.00 

88.740.00 

.92 

1.60 

61.766.60 

770.62 

1.26 

61.694.10 

709.12 

1.16 

6.107.81 


1928 


$709.^06.00 

128.696.00 

22.17 

2.467.i40.00 

890.760.00 

18.81 

1.727.646.00 

820.860.00 

22.76 

188,806.00 

—6.400.00 

—8.28 

6.093.698.00 

888.406.00 

19.66 

8.600.00 

6.089.998.00 

888.905.00 

19.60 

1.60 

74,827.07 

12.671.47 

20.86 

74.278.07 

12.678.97 

20.89 

6.107.99 


1924 


$722,420.00 

18.216.  OO 

1  86 

2.604.115. 00 

186,175.00 

5.52 

1306.065.00 

80.420.00 

4.65 

188300.00 

— 6.606.  OO 

—2.92 

6317  900.06 

224302.00 

4.40 

14350.00 

5,808.660.00 

218.652.00 

4.20 

1.50 

77.752.21 
8.425.14 

4.61 

77388.46 
8365.39 

4.40 

6.864  $8 


SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 


1921 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

ToUl  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUteTax 


!     $1305,695.00 
3,670.00 
.80 

2,962,860.00 

21.970.00 

.75 

881.950.00 

67.000.00 

8.28 

3352.870.00 

85.210.00 

2.89 

8.702.876.00 

177,850.00 

2.08 

28.175.00 

8.679,700.00 

178.150.00 

2.09 

1.90 

110.569.08 

7,068.87 

6.82 

110.140.76 

7,041.90 

6.88 

10.415.64 


1922 


$1,219,555.00 

18,860.00 

1.15 

8.002.686.00 

89.826.00 

1.85 

918.650.00 

81.600.00 

8.59 

8,685.290.00 

82.920.00 

.90 

8.821.080.00 

118.205.00 

1.36 

21.725.00 

8.799,866.00 

119.666.00 

1.88 

1.80 

107.185.88 

—8,888.70 

—3.16 

106,805.58 

«-8.835.28 

—8.12 

10.659.22 


1928 


$1.266356.00 

86.800.00 

2.98 

8.194.236.00 

191,650.00 

6.38 

1.018,480.00 

104380.00 

11.48 

3.930,960.00 

246.670.00 

6.67 

9,899.480.00 

678.400.00 

6.66 

19.726.00 

9,879.755.00 

580.400.00 

6.60 

2.00 

125.094.24 

17.908.86 

16.71 

124.710.94 

17,906.41 

16.76 

11.256.70 


1924 


$1.804.940. «) 

49.085.00 

S.90 

8.827.125  00 

1S2.890.00 

4.16 

1.096.095.06 

76.665.00 

7  63 

3.959310  00 

28350.00 

.72 

9.686.470.  OQ 

286,990.00 

3.06 

17360.00 

9.668.490.00 
286.735.00 

3.07 

1.95 

- 127.616.86 
2.422.62 

1.94 

127.166.25 

2.455.31 

1-97 

11.602.18 


*Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


SMITHFIELD. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$717,510.00 

—4,910.00 

—.68 

$780,910.00 

18.400.00 

1.87 

$689,840.00 

—41,070.00 

—6.62 

$725,876.00 

86.586.00 

6.15 

$782,885.00 

7.460.00 

1.08 

$788,945.00 

1,110.00 

.15 

2.786,466.00 

181.860.00 

6.04 

2.897.966.00 

162.600.00 

5.94 

2,988,716.00 

86.760.00 

1.28 

2.975.675.00 

41,860.00 

1.48 

2.991,790.00 

ltf,215.00 

.64 

8,012.166.00 

'      20.876.00 

.68 

1,778.086.00 

—29.980.00 

—1.66 

1.802.140.00 

24,056.00 

1.85 

1,908,296.00 

101.156.00 

5.61 

1,988.896.00 

80.600.00 

1.61 

1,987,646.00 
58.650.00 

2.77 

1.997.900.00 

10,855.00 

.62 

169.100.00 

—14.200.00 

—7.76 

160,000.00 

—9,100.00 

—6.88 

146,600.00 

—14.400.00 

—9.00 

188.800.00 

—11,800.00 

—8.10 

120.700.00 

—18.100.00 

—9.79 

1^1.800.00 

600.00 

.50 

6.400.160.00 

82.260.00 

1.65 

6.691.016.00 

190.866.00 

8.68 

6.672.450.00 

81.485.00 

1.46 

6.768.645.00 

96.196.00 

1.69 

5,882.870.00 

64,22&.00 

1.11 

6.866.810.00 

82,440.00 

.66 

4,000.00 

4,000.00 

7,600.00 

17,200.00 

80.020.00 

88.786.00 

6.896,160.00 

92,610.00 

1.74 

6.687,016.00 

190.866.00 

8.68 

5.664.860.00 

77.886.00 

1.89 

6.751.446.00 

86,595.00 

1.58 

6.802,860.00 

51.406.00 

.89 

5.826.675.00 

28,725.00 

.41 

1.76 

1.85 

1.85 

1.85 

2.00 

2.00 

92.219.98 

14,467.72 

18.61 

101,118.78 

8,898.85 

9.64 

102,829.12 

1,715.84 

1.70 

104.779.81 

1.960.69 

1.90 

114.726.20 

9.946.89 

9.49 

115,865.40 

689.20 

.56 

92.149.98 

14,611.47 

18.84 

101.089.78 

8.889.85 

9.65 

102,688.62 

1,648.74 

1.68 

104.461.61 

1.778.09 

1.78 

114.126.80 

9.664.19 

9.25 

114,590.70 

464.90 

.41 

6.475.89 

6.704.41 

6,797.82 

6.901.78 

5.222.56 

4.870.10 

SOUTH  KINGSTOWN. 


1926 


$1,887,698.00 

82,658.00 

2.50 

8,607.047.00 

179,922.00 

5.41 

1.168,265.00 

68.170.00 

6.81 

4.072.820.00 

118.510.00 

2.87 

10.070,780.00 

884.260.00 

8.97 

16.980.00 

10.058,750.00 

885.260.00 

8.98 

1.90 

180.251.57 

2.784.71 

2.14 

129,928.96 

2.762.70 

2.17 

12.064.60 


1926 


$1,402,285.00 

64,687.00 

4.88 

8.687.620.00 

180.578.00 

6.15 

1,165.266.00 

12,000.00 

1.04 

4.498,270.00 

426.450.00 

10.45 

10.758.890.00 

682,660.00 

6.78 

16.420.00 

10,786.970.00 

688^0.00 

6.79 

1.90 

186,840.86 

6,588.79 

5.06 

186.528.88 

6,599.48 

5.08 

12,884.86 


1927 


$1,410,620.00 

8.886.00 

.60 

8,844.860.00 

157.240.00 

4.26 

1,228,622.00 

68.857.00 

5.01 

4.584,945.00 

86.676.00 

1.98 

11,064,047.00 

810.657.00 

2.89 

59,290.00 

11,004,757.00 

267,787.00 

2.49 

2.00 

147,921.82 

11.081.46 

8.10 

146,760.90 

10.222.52 

7.49 

18.205.70 


1928 


$1,488,875.00 

28.255.00 

2.00 

4,078,780.00 

228,920.00 

5.95 

1,266,785.00 

48.118.00 

8.52 

4.769.996.00 

186,060.00 

4.04 

11.549.886.00 

485.888.00 

4.89 

64390.00 

11,484.496.00 

479,788.00 

4.86 

2.10 

161,447.16 

18.525.84 

9.14 

160.100.16 

18.849.26 

9.10 

18.781.89 


1929 


$1,455 
16 

4,188 
109 

1.801 
84 

4.848 
78 

11,788 
289 

78 

11,715 
280 


17ft 
10 

170 
10 

10 


.115.00 

,240.00 

1.18 

.400.00 

,620.00 

2.69 

,640.00 

,906.00 

2.76 

,870.00 

,876.00 

1.64 

.525.00 

,140.00 

2.07 

,150.00 

.875.00 

.880.00 

2.01 

2.20 

,076.89 

,629.78 

6.58 

.484.88 

1.884.17 

6.49 

.548.88 


1980 


$1,468,460 
18.845 

4.402.170 

218,770 

6 

1.825.216 

28.576 

1 

4.846.780 
—1,640 

12,042.676 

254,060 

2 

71.885 

11.970,740 

256.865 

2 

2 

181,298 

9.216 

6 

179.684 

9.200 

5 

7.686 


.00 
.00 
.92 

.00 
.00 
.28 

.00 
.00 
.81 

.00 
.00 
.08 

.00 
.00 
.16 

.00 

.00 
.00 
.18 

.25 

.48 
.64 
.86 

.65 
.22 
.40 

.69 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 

tiverton. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvonenta , . 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

*EzanpUons 

ToUl  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUteTax 


1921 


11.288.688.00 

28.585.00 

1.95 

8.864.890.00 

80.050.00 

2.44 

592,160.00 

4.450.00 

.76 

678.825.00 

—41.200.00 

—5.77 

5.864.418.00 

66.885.00 

1.15 

15.168.00 

6.849.250.00 

68,622.00 

1.19 

1.60 

85,744.71 

1.564.56 

1.86 

85.502.11 

1.592.86 

1.90 

7.019.10 


1922 


81,242.118.00 

8.575.00 

.69 

8.489.240.00 

74.850.00 

2.21 

605.490.00 

18.880.00 

2.25 

688.875.00 

—89.950.00 

—5.98 

6.920,718.00 

56.805.00 

.96 

18,100.00 

5.907.618.00 

58.868.00 

1.00 

1.60 

87.124.99 

1.880.28 

1.61 

86.915.89 

1.418.28 

1.65 

7.089.14 


1928 


81.288.128.00 

41.010.00 

8.81 

8.542.565.00 

108.825.00 

8.00 

719.025.00 

118.586.00 

18.75 

688.925.00 

60.00 

.008 

6,178.688.00 

267.920.00 

4.86 

12.100.00 

6.166,588.00 

258,920.00 

4.88 

1.60 

91.251.20 
4.126.21 

4.74 

91,067.60 

4,142.21 

4.77 

7.899.84 


1924 


$1,286,041.80 

1.918.80 

.15 

8.683.8S5.00 

41.270.00 

1.16 

755.825.00 

86300.00 

5.12 

628.125  00 

—5,800.00 

—.91 

6.262.826.80 

74,188.80 

1.20 

12.800.  Ot 

6.240.526  86 

73.988.80 

1.19 

2.30 

181.880, 6S 

40,629  43 

44  52 

131,697.73 

40,540.18 

44. S2 

7.488.^ 


WARREN. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

ToUl  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100. 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

State  Tax 


1921 


$1,227,760.00 

28.765.00 

2.40 

8.957.450.00 

98,700.00 

2.56 

8.088,975.00 

222,125.00 

7.89 

1,064,875.00 

78.450.00 

7.95 

9,289,060.00 

428.040.00 

4.88 

7,575.00 

9.281,485.00 

428.040.00 

4.88 

2.12 

178.610.95 

28,478.08 

15.18 

178,450.36 

28,442.68 

15.18 

11.187.78 


1922 


$1,260,210.00 

22.450.00 

1.88 

4,108,750.00 

146.800.00 

3.70 

8.058.550.00 

19.675.00 

.64 

1,282.775.00 

167.900.00 

15.77 

9.646.285.00 

856.225.00 

3.84 

5,675.00 

9.689.610.00 

858.125.00 

3.36 

2.00 

173,181.80 

—5,429.65 

—8.13 

178.088.80 

—5,866.56 

—8.10 

11,567.53 


1928 


$1,282,000.00 

81,790.00 

2.54 

4.277.625.00 

178.876.00 

4.24 

3,149,600.00 

91.050.00 

2.98 

1.326,776.00 

94,000.00 

7.68 

10,086.000.00 

390.715.00 

4.05 

5.000.00 

10.031,000.00 

391.390.00 

4.06 

2.12 

189.942.67 

16,761.87 

9.68 

189.853.87 

16.770.07 

9.69 

12,087.20 


1924 


$1,299,540.00 

17.540  00 

1.8T 

4,887.825.00 
610,200.00 

14  26 

S.196.550  00 

46.950  09 

1.49 

1.368,125  00 
86.3S0  00 

2  74 

10.747.040  00 
711.040  00 

7.08 

4.000  00 

10.743.040. 00 
712.040.00 

7.10 

2. 28 

219,405.76 
29.468.09 

15  51 

219.SS3.36 

29,479.49 

15.53 

12.891  64 


♦Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


TIVERTON. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

11,817.148.00 

82.106.20 

2.60 

$1,860,988.00 

48.790.00 

8.82 

$1,881,828.00 

20,890.00 

1.60 

$1,886,268.00 

4.940.00 

.86 

$1,898,788.00 

12,470.00 

.90 

$1,404,808.00 

6,066.00 

.48 

8.704.876.00 

121.040.00 

8.88 

8.799.600.00 

94,726.00 

2.66 

'    8.889.400.00 

89,800.00 

2.86 

4.184.726.00 

296.826.00 

7.69 

4,269,676.00 

84,960.00 

2.08 

8,900,626.00 

--869.060.00 

—8.64 

798.776.00 

87.960.00 

6.02 

914,626.00 

120.860.00 

16.22 

896.800.00 

—18,826.00 

—2.06 

872.876.00 

-22.926.00 

—2.66 

886,176.00 

12.800.00 

1.40 

982,876.00 

47.200.00 

6.88 

686.776.00 

—92.860.00 

—14.70 

641,176.00 

106,400.00 

19.67 

682,060.00 

40,886.00 

6.38 

712.960.00 

80,890.00 

4.68 

712.602.00 

—448.00 

—.06 

786,802.00 

24.800.00 

8.41 

6.861.678.00 

98.746.20 

1.68 

6.716,888.00 
864.766.00 

6.848.688.00 

182,260.00 

1.96 

7.166.818.00 

808.280.00 

4.60 

7.266.090.00 

109.272.00 

1.68 

6.974.606.00 

—291.486.00 

—4.01 

12.688.84 

11.700.00 

18,800.00 

20.826.00 

26.666.00 

26.691.00 

6,889,089.66 

98,612.86 

1.68 

6.704.688.00 

866,698.34 

6.77 

6,829.788.00 

126,160.00 

1.87 

7,186,998.00 

806,206.00 

4.48 

7,240,624.00 

104.681.00 

1.46 

6,949.014.00 

—291,610.00 

—4.08 

2.10 

2.20 

2.00 

1.90 

1.90 

2.00 

124.274.84 

—7,606.79 

—6.77 

186,218.29 

11,948.46 

9.61 

126,068.80 

—10,169.49 

—7.46 

126.286.28 

—778.62 

—  .61 

127.868.16 

2,082.88 

1.66 

127,708.27 

886.11 

.26 

124,028.64 

—7.669.09 

—6.76 

186,978.89 

11.960.26 

9.64 

126.698.80 

—10,280.09 

—7.66 

124.904.60 

—794.20 

—.68 

126,882.41 

1,977.81 

1.68 

127,191.46 

809.04 

.24 

7.606.84 

8.046.66 

8.196.74 

8.668.19 

6.616.47 

6,406.68 

warren. 


1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

$1,808,920.00 

9380.00 

.72 

$1,868,896.00 

44,476.00 

3.40 

$1,869,870.00 

6,976.00 

.44 

$1,866,096.00 

6,726.00 

.49 

$1,374,226.00 

8.130.00 

.60 

$1,380,680.00 

6,465.00 

.47 

6,046.826.00 

1.168.000.00 

28.69 

6,209,226.00 

168,400.00 

2.70 

6.369.876.00 

160,660.00 

2.69 

6,678.126.00 

208,260.00 

8.19 

6.692.800.00 

119.176.00 

1.81 

6,878.460.00 

181,160.00 

2.71 

8^91.176.00 

—6.876.00 

—.17 

8.148.800.00 

—42.876.00 

—1.84 

8,286,276.00 

86,976.00 

2.76 

3.221,200.00 

—14.076.00 

—.44 

3.056.400.00 

—164.800.00 

—6.12 

3,144,226.00 

87.825.00 

2.87 

1.861.626.00 

—11.600.00 

—.86 

1.470.600.00 

119.076.00 

8.81 

1.606,626.00 

86,926.00 

2.44 

1.582.860.00 

76,326.00 

6.07 

1.642.900.00 

—89.950.00 

—2.62 

2,873,960.00 

831,050.00 

58.86 

11.897.446.00 

1.160,406.00 

10.70 

12.181,620.00 

284,076.00 

2.89 

12,471,046.00 

289,625.00 

2.38 

12,743,270.00 

272.225.00 

2.18 

12.666.826.00 

—77.446.00 

—  .61 

13,772,305.00 

1,106,480.00 

8.74 

4,000.00 

4.400.00 

46,016.00 

66.100.00 

69.650.00 

74,400.00 

11.898.446.00 

1.160.406.00 

10.70 

12.177.120.00 

288.676.00 

2.38 

12,425,080.00 

247,910.00 

2.04 

12.688,170.00 

268,140.00 

2.12 

12.606.175.00 

—81.996.00 

—  .66 

18,697,906.00 

1,091,730.00 

8.66 

2.00 

2.08 

2.04 

2.24 

2.28 

2.82 

216.824.60 

—3.081.26 

—1.40 

228.669.64 

12.846.04 

6.7^ 

229,702.30 

1,032.76 

.45 

266.824.80 

26.622.60 

11,69 

269,774.29 

8.449.49 

1.36 

278,937.64 

14,163.86 

5.46 

216.262.60 

—8.080.86 

—1.40 

228.694.82 

12.842.32 

6.71 

228.780.00 

186.18 

.08 

256.090.66 

26,810.66 

11.60 

268,414.27 

3,323.71 

1.30 

272,211.66 

18,797.29 

6.84 

14.272.18 

14,612.64 

14,910.08 

16.226.80 

11,846.66 

11,668.99 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 

WARWICK. 


Land 

IncreAse 

Percent 

ImprovonenU 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


$5,101,016.00 

666.880.00 

U.76 

10,240,074.00 

1.264.188.00 

14.09 

1,963.818.00 

286.680.00 

18.70 

4.594.120.00 

—662,805.00 

—10.91 

21,898.628.00 

1,694.248  00 

7.86 

67.220.00 

21.841.808.00 

1,601.848.00 

7.91 

2.00 

864,464.64 

68.608.68 

21.14 

868,186.24 

63,460.66 

21.17 

26,209.66 


1922 


$4,809,231.00 

—291.786.00 

—6.72 

10.816.261.00 

676.177.00 

6.62 

1,966.998.00 

2,680.00 

.14 

4.726.480.00 

181.360.00 

.90 

22,816.960.00 
417.482.00 

r.9i 

69.220.00 

22.266.740.00 

416.432.00 

1.91 

2.00 

370.711.62 
6.246.88 

1.71 

369,643.12 

6.406.88 

1.77 

26,706.08 


1928 


WESTERLY. 


Land 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Extfnptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


$3,660,600.00 

298.650.00 

8.91 

7,199,260.00 

1.160.250.00 

19.02 

1,491.600.00 

462.960.00 

46.01 

3.163.000.00 

888.400.00 

11.98 

16.604.250.00 

2.260,150.00 

16.98 

16.900.00 

16.487.860.00 

2.249.060.00 

16.99 

2.60 

321.183.25 

49.147.35 

18.07 

820.781.75 

49,119.85 

18.08 

18,584.82 


1922 


$8,698 

47 

7.441 
242 

1.681 
89 

3.133 
—29 

16.854 
860 

IS 

16.840 
358 


330 
9 

380 
9 

19 


.300.00 

,800.00 

1.31 

.660.00 

.800.00 

8.87 

,160.00 

,660.00 

6.01 

.600.00 

,400.00 

—  .93 

.600.00 

.360.00 

2.26 

,900.00 

,700.00 

,350.00 

2.28 

2.60 

,669.40 
.376.16 
2.92 

.282.90 
,461.15 
2.96 

.008.84 


$4,876,699.00 

67.468.00 

1.40 

11.681.681.00 

816,880.00 

7.66 

2,298.668  00 

832.660.00 

16.92 

4.546.296.00 

—180.185.00 

-3.81 

28.362.283.00 

1.036.823.00 

4.64 

50,200.00 

23.302.088  00 

1.046.343.00 

4.70 

2.00 

394.320.94 

23.609.42 

6.37 

393.382  94 

23,789.82 

6.44 

27.962.49 


1924 


1923 


$3,806,760.00 

108.460.00 

2.98 

7.696,960.00 

266.400.00 

3.43 

1.766.600.00 

176.360.00 

11.09 

8,171.100.00 

87.600.00 

1.20 

16,431,300.00 

676,700.00 

3.64 

11,900.00 

16,419.400.00 

678,700.00 

3.66 

2.60 

844,189.40 

18.680.00 

4.18 

848.912.90 

18.680.00 

4.14 

19.703.28 


^.998.016.00 

116.317  00 

2  39 

12,880.071  00 

748.440  00 

6  43 

2.520.078  00 

221.420.00 
9.63 

4.450.050  00 

—95.245  00 

—2  10 

24 .843.215  00 

990.932  00 
4  24 

46,260  00 

24.296,953  00 
994.872  00 

4  27 

2  «) 

415.663  50 
21.342  56 

5  41 

414.776  70 

21.448  76 

5  45 

29.156.34 


1924 


$8,880,800.00 

28.650  00 

.62 

8.422.850.00 

726,900.00 

9.48 

1,860,200.00 

108,700.00 

5.90 

8.860,500.00 

179,400.00 

5.66 

17,468.850.00 

1.O82.65O.00 

6.28 

10.900.00 

17,462.950.00 

108S.660.00 

6.29 

2.60 

866.235.75 

22.046.S5 
6.41 

866.984.25 

22,071.  S5 
6.42 

20,943.64 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 

WARWICK. 


1926 


$6^70.876.00 

277.860.00 

6.66 

14,864.644.00 

1.984,478.00 

16.08 

2,924.480.00 

404.402.00 

16.06 

4.611.610.00 

161.460.00 

8.68 

27,170,910.00 

2,827,696.00 

11.61 

48,280.00 

27.127.680.00 

2,880.676.00 

11.66 

2.10 

492,198.44 

76.629.94 

18.41 

491.296.46 

76.619.76 

18.46 

82,668.16 


1926 


16.896,871.00 

624,996.00 

1.86 

14,887.099.00 

472,666.00 

8.28 

2.209,660.00 

—714,820.00 

—24.44 

4.978.880.00 

862.870.00 

7.86 

27.916.010.00 

746.100.00 

2.74 

88.640.00 

27.877.470.00 

749,840.00 

2.76 

2.10 

608.570.24 

11.876.80 

2.81 

502,777.90 

11.481.44 

2.84 

88.452.96 


1927 


$6,002,901.00 

107.680.00 

1.82 

14.997,149.00 

160.060.00 

1.07 

2.242.600.00 

82.940.00 

1.49 

8.867.280.00 

—1.116,660.00 

—22.45 

27.099,880.00 

—816,180.00 

—2.92 

128.220.00 

26.976.660.00 

—900,810.00 

—8.28 

2.80 

660.009.87 

46.489.68 

9.22 

547.194.81 

44,416.91 

8.88 

82.871.99 


1928 


$7,664,821.00 

1,661,920.00 

27.69 

17.864.669.00 

2.867,620.00 

16.79 

2.488.440.00 

196.840.00 

8.78 

8.848.686.00 

—18.646.00 

—  .86 

81.811.615.00 

4.211.785.00 

16.64 

217,880.00 

81.094.285.00 

4.117.625.00 

15.26 

2.80 

647.187.18 

97.127.26 

17.66 

642.157.54 

94.962.78 

17.85 

87.318.14 


1929 


$7,741,001.00 

76.180.00 

.99 

18.092.299.00 

727.680.00 

4.19 

2.748.420.00 

809.980.00 

12.71 

3.911,795.00 

68,110.00 

1.77 

32,498,515.00 

1,181.900.00 

8.77 

854.140.00 

82.189.875.00 

1.046.090.00 

8.86 

2.40 

701.608.46 

54.471.88 

8.42 

698.153.10 

50.995.56 

7.94 

28.926.43 


1980 


$7,742,196.00 

1,196.00 

.02 

19.209,964.00 

1.117.666.00 

6.18 

8,202,250.00 

453  880.00 

16.51 

8,841.095.00 

—70.700.00 

—1.81 

33.995.605.00 

1,601,990.00 

4.62 

878,900.00 

88,621,606.00 

1,482.280.00 

4.61 

2.40 

789.070.22 

87,461.76 

5.84 

780.116.62 

86.968.62 

6.88 

31,029.96 


westerly. 


1925 


$8,982,050.00 

151.750.00 

8.96 

8.991.250.00 

668.400.00 

6.76 

2.067,600.00 

207.400.00 

11.15 

4.500.800.00 

1.150.800.00 

34.88 

19.541.700.00 

2,077.850.00 

11.90 

10.900.00 

19.630.800.00 

2.077.850.00 

11.90 

2.50 

894.025.70 

27.789.95 

7.59 

898.774.20 

27,789.95 

7.59 

28.486.96 


1926 


$4,290,850.00 
808,300.00 

7.74 

9,286,850.00 

245,600.00 

2.78 

2,065.000.00 

—2.600.00 

—.12 

4.871.700.00 

370.900.00 

8.24 

20.468.900.00 

922.200.00 

4.72 

7.900.00 

20.456.000.00 

926,200.00 

4.74 

2.60 

409.291.80 

15,266.10 

3.87 

409.115.30 

15.841.10 

3.89 

24.547.20 


1927 


$4,897,160. 

106.800. 

2. 

9.647.450. 

410,600. 

4. 

1.996.800. 
—68,700 
— 3. 

4.570.900. 
—300.800 
—6 

20,611,800 
147,900. 

71.100 

20.540.700 
84.700. 

2 

419.806 

10,014. 

2, 

417,549 
8,484 
2. 

24,648 


00 

00 

.49 

.00 
00 
45 

00 
00 
33 

00 
,00 
,17 

,00 

,00 

72 

,00 

.00 

00 

,41 

50 

.10 
.80 
.46 

.60 

80 

.06 

.84 


1928 


$4,681,150.00 

284.000.00 

5.82 

9.999,850.00 

852,400.00 

3.65 

2,074.450.00 

78,150.00 

8.91 

4,174.400.00 

—396,500.00 

-^.67 

20.879.850.00 

268,050.00 

1.80 

87,900.00 

20,791.950.00 

261,250.00 

1.22 

2.50 

484,888.85 

15,027.75 

8.58 

432.157.86 

14.607.76 

3.50 

24,950.84 


1929 


$4,750,650.00 

119,400.00 

2.58 

10,656,950.00 

657.100.00 

6.67 

2,112.550.00 

88,100.00 

1.84 

4.805.800.00 

181.400.00 

3.15 

21.825,850.00 

946.000.00 

4.68 

107.100.00 

21,718,760.00 

926,800.00 

4.46 

2.50 

455.224.45 

20,890.60 

4.81 

452,567.95 

20,410.60 

4.72 

19,546.87 


1930 


$4,828,000.00 

72.450.00 

1.68 

11,288,650.00 

631,700.00 

6.9S 

2.034.750.  OO 

—77,800.00 

—3.68 

5.046.200.00 

740,400.00 

17.20 

23,192.600.00 

1,866,760.00 

6.26 

128,500.00 

28,069,100.00 

1.850,350.00 

6.22 

2.60 

478.844.80 

18.620.86 

4.09 

470.778.80 

18.210.86 

4.02 

20.008.07 
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TABLE  X.— <;ontmued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


WEST  GREENWICH. 


Laxkd 

Incrasse 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increeae 

Percent 

Tangible  Pereonal 

Increue 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Aaseased  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


1244,100.00 

1,600.00 

.62 

118.860.00 

6.900.00 

6.26 

62,860.00 

4.400.00 

9.18 

18.600.00 

—12.600.00 

—48.08 

428.800.00 

—700.00 

—.17 

4.400.00 

428.900.00 

—700.00 

—.17 

1.60 

6.276.00 

127.00 

2.07 

6.210.00 

127.00 

2.09 

608.68 


1922 


$246,600.00 

1.600.00 

.62 

119.800.00 

1.460.00 

1.28 

64.460.00 

2.100.00 

4.02 

16,700.00 

2,200.00 

16.80 

486.660.00 

7,260.00 

1.69 

8.400.00 

482.160.00 

8.260.00 

1.96 

1.76 

7.410.18 

1,184.18 

18.07 

7.360.68 

1,140.68 

18.87 

618.68 


1928 


$266,660.00 

20.060.00 

8.16 

127.260.00 

7.460.00 

6.22 

66.000.00 

10,660.00 

19.88 

24,700.00 

9.000.00 

67.82 

482,600.00 

47.060.00 

10.80 

8.400.00 

479,200.00 

47.060.00 

10.89 

1.76 

8.112.03 

701.86 

9.47 

8.062.68 

701.85 

9.66 

676.04 


1924 


$266,600.00 

—60.00 

—.02 

126.000.00 

—1,250.00 

—.98 

69.100.00 

—6.900  00 

—9.08 

24.700.00 


476.400.00 

—7,200  00 

—1  SO 

8,400.00 

472.000.00 

—7.200  00 

—1.50 

1.75 

7.986.05 

—125  98 

—1  65 

7,926.55 

—125  98 

—1  56 

666  40 


WEST  WARWICK. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

ToUl  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

ToUl  Assessed  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Rate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


$1,170,658.00 

20,606.00 

1.78 

6,192.082.00 

804,366.00 

6.17 

4,445.676.00 

866,866.00 

8.69 

928.711.00 

287,261.00 

34.31 

12,737.122.00 

917,486.00 

7.76 

22.016.00 

12.716.107.00 

921,961.00 

7.82 

1.70 

204,467.82 

12,618.01 

6.62 

204.096.67 

12.688.92 

6.67 

16.268.12 


1922 


$1,180,025.00 

9,372.00 

.80 

6.768,806.00 

671,728.00 

9.23 

4,996,270.00 

649,694.00 

12.86 

942.681.00 

18.920.00 

1.50 

18.881,781.00 

1,144.609.00 

8.98 

26.016.00 

18,865.716.00 

1,140.609.00 

8.97 

1.75 

228.786.21 

19,277.39 

9.43 

228.306.96 

19.209.39 

9.41 

16,626.85 


1928 


$1,168,162.00 

—11.863.00 

—1.01 

6,744.021.00 

—19.784.00 

—  .29 

5.379.291.00 

384.021.00 

7.69 

1.128.422.00 

186.791.00 

19.71 

14,419.896.00 

638,166.00 

3.88 

18.270.00 

14.401.626.00 

645.910.00 

3.94 

1.70 

230,468.72 

6,788.61 

8.01 

280.171.18 

6.866.17 

8.07 

17,281.96 


1924 


$1,242,867.00 

74,705.00 

6  S9 

7,167,610.00 

428.689  00 

6  28 

6.686.004  00 

166.713.00 

2.89 

1.822.627  60 
194.205  50 

17.21 

15.268.108  50 

848,212  50 

5  88 

18,330  00 

15,249.778  50 

848.152  50 

5.89 

1.70 

242,363  69 

11.894  97 
5.16 

242.065.06 
11.893.95 

5.17 

18,299.73 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 
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TABLE  X.— Continued. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  •Local  Valuations,  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  op  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


1926 


$266,450.00 
—9,160.00 

—a. 45 

128.650.00 

—2,850.00 

—1.87 

68,900.00 

4.800.00 

8.12 

19,200.00 

—5,600.00 

—22.27 

468.200.00 

—12,200.00 

—2.57 

8.400.00 

459.800.00 

—12.200.00 

—2.67 

1.25 

5.626.80 

—2,869.25 

—29.54 

5.684.80 

—2,842.26 

—29.56 

651.76 


1926 


12.096.169.00 

868,292.00 

68.65 

7.968,228.00 

790.618.00 

11.08 

6,788.809.00 

198,805.00 

8.68 

1,780,078.00 

407,450.50 

80.81 

17,617,774.00 

2,249.666.50 

14.78 

18,610.00 

17,499,164.00 

2,249,885.50 

14.76 

1.70 

275,811.18 

82,947.44 

18.59 

276,007.76 

82.942.68 

13.61 

20,998.99 


WEST  GREENWICH. 


1926 


$258,725.00 

2.275.00 

.89 

124,626.00 

975.00 

.79 

69,000.00 

—4,900.00 

—7.67 

21.200.00 

2,000.00 

10.42 

468,650.00 

850.00 

.07 

8,600.00 

460.060.00 

260.00 

.05 

1.50 

6,720.05 

1,093.25 

19.43 

6.667.65 

1.088.25 

19.40 

552.06 


1927 


$268,950.00 

226.00 

.09 

129.600.00 

4.976.00 

3.99 

61,100.00 

2,100.00 

3.66 

21^500.00 

300.00 

1.42 

471,160.00 

7,600.00 

1.64 

7.300.00 

463.850.00 

8,800.00 

.83 

1.50 

6,880.75 

110.70 

1.65 

6,721.26 

63.70 

.81 

656.62 


1928 


$259,000.00 

50.00 

.02 

134,750.00 

5,160.00 

3.97 

45.860.00 

—15,250.00 

—24.96 

21,500.00 


461.100.00 

—10,060.00 

—2.13 

8.300.00 

462.800.00 

—11,060.00 

—2.38 

1.60 

6,680.00 

—160.75 

—2.21 

6,565.60 

—166.76 

—2.47 

543.36 


1929 


$274,350.00 

16,350.00 

6.93 

138,450.00 

3.700.00 

2.76 

55,900.00 

10,050.00 

21.92 

18.000.00 

—8.600.00 

—16.28 

486.700.00 

26.600.00 

5.66 

9.350.00 

477,850.00 

24.560.00 

6.42 

1.50 

7,102.60 

422.50 

6.32 

6.962.26 

406.76 

6.20 

429.61 


WEST  WARWICK. 


1926 


$2,421,014.00 

824,855.00 

16.50 

8,636.646.00 

678.418.00 

7.27 

5,490,849.00 

—242.460.00 

—4.23 

2,008.891.00 

278,813.00 

16.09 

18.456.900.00 

939,126.00 

6.36 

18,640.00 

18,438,260.00 

989,096.00 

5.87 

1.70 

287.668.22 

12,347.09 

4.48 

287,364.34 

12.346.68 

4.49 

22,126.91 


1927 


$2,872,408.00 

—48,606.00 

—2.01 

8.540.521.00 

3.875.00 

.06 

6.866,884.00 

—128,966.00 

—2.26 

2.288.804.00 

279,913.00 

13.94 

18,668,117.00 

111,217.00 

.60 

67.746.00 

18,500.372.00 

62,112.00 

.84 

2.00 

334,749.48 

47,091.26 

16.37 

333.420.18 

46.065.84 

16.08 

22,200.44 


1928 


$2,404,094.00 

81,686.00 

1.34 

8,864,681.00 

324,060.00 

3.79 

5,317,489.00 

—49.395.00 

—  .92 

2.298,863.00 

10.569.00 

.46 

18,886,027.00 

316,910.00 

1.71 

100.876.00 

18,784,152.00 

283.780.00 

1.53 

2.00 

340.918.72 

6,169.24 

1.84 

888,928.42 

5,508.24 

1.65 

22,540.98 


1929 


$2,448,604.00 

44.510.00 

1.85 

9,004.881.00 

140,300.00 

1.58 

5.307.301.00 

—10,188.00 

—.19 

2,884,727.00 

85,864.00 

3.74 

19,145.513.00 

260.486.00 

1.88 

91.590.00 

19.058,923.00 

269,771.00 

1.44 

2.00 

344,754.62 

3,835.90 

1.13 

842,927.62, 

8.999.20 

1.18 

17.148.53 


1980 


$276,560.00 

2,200.00 

.80 

142.250.00 

8,800.00 

2.74 

58,600.00 

2,700.00 

4.83 

12,000.00 

—6.000.00 

—33.33 

489.400.00 

2,700.00 

.65 

8,800.00 

480,600.00 

8,250.00 

.89 

1.26 

6.015.60 

—1,087.00 

—16.30 

6,905.  j50 

—1.066.76 

—15.18 

250.98 


1930 


$2,644,923.00 

196,319.00 

8.02 

9,168.827.00 

153.446.00 

1.70 

4,548.168.00 

—759.143.00 

—14.30 

2.019,487.00 

—365,290.00 

—15.32 

18.370.845.00 

—774.668.00 

—4.05 

106.245.00 

18,266.600.00 

—788,328.00 

—4.14 

2.00 

336.106.90 

—9.648,72 

—2,80 

333.012.04 

—9,915.58 

—2.89 

14.153.01 
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TABLE  X.— Concluded. 


Increase  or  Decrease  in  Local  Valuations^  Gross  Tax  and  Net  Tax 
Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 

woonsocket. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Percent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valiiation 

Increase 

Percent 

Local  Hate  per  $100 .... 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

StaUTax 


1921 


$10.6674200.00 

186,060.00 

1.30 

21.442.000.00 

1,670.460.00 

7.90 

20,988,600.00 

4.026.960.00 

28.74 

3,288.760.00 

244.076.00 

8.08 

66.276.460.00 

6.976.626.00 

11.88 

21.000.00 

66,266,460.00 

6.974.726.00 

11.88 

2.00 

1.072.989.00 

116,626.80 

12.08 

1,072,569.00 

116.689.80 

12.08 

67,606.64 


1922 


$10,678,900.00 

6,700.00 

.06 

27,667.600.00 

6,216,600.00 

28.99 

21,288,260.00 

804,760.00 

1.46 

3,628,676.00 

289,826.00 

7.80 

68,048,826.00 

6,766.876.00 

12.02 

16.700.00 

68.027,626.00 

6,772,176.00 

11.96 

2.00 

1,204.489.80 

181,600.80 

12.26 

1,204,176.30 

181,606.80 

12.27 

76,638.16 


1928 


$10,660,060.00 

76,160.00 

.72 

30,207,600.00 

2,660.000.00 

9.22 

24.624,600.00 

8,286.260.00 

16.20 

8.972.860.00 

448.776.00 

12.78 

69,864.600.00 

6,811.176.00 

10.01 

16,700.00 

69.388,800.00 

6,311.176.00 

10.01 

2.00 

1.828.682.40 

119.048.10 

9.88 

1.828.218.40 

119.043.10 

9.89 

88.206.66 


1924 


$18,173,200.00 

7.628.150  00 

70  64 

82.981.500.00 

2.728.900.00 

9.02 

24,7ll,650-(» 

187.050.00 

.76 

8,781.550.00 

—240300.00 

—6.06 

79.547.800.00 
10.198.800.00 

14.70 

10,900.00 

79.686,900.00 
10.198.100.00 

14.71 

2.00 

1,681,251.20 

207.718.80 

15.69 

1.681,033.20 

207.814.80 

15.71 

95,444.28 


THE  STATE. 


Land 

Increase 

Percent 

Improvements 

Increase 

Percent 

Tangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Intangible  Personal 

Increase 

Percent 

Total  Valuation 

Increase 

Per  Cent 

^Exemptions 

Total  Assessed  Valuation . 

Increase 

Percent 

tRate 

Gross  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

Net  Tax 

Increase 

Percent 

SUte  Tax 


1921 


$214,782,616.00 

8,192,664.00 

1.61 

402,607,606.00 

14,918.081.00 

8.85 

199.078,628.00 

12.967.434.00 

6.97 

186.989.370.00 

—16,510.098.00 

—8.11 

1,008,808.119.00 

14,663,071.00 

1.47 

766.884.00 

1.002.651,785.00 

14.684.639.00 

1.47 

21.08 

17.968.591.94 

682,748.01 

3.95 

17,943,606.92 

682,460.90 

3.95 

1,204.262.00 


1922 


$216,821,812.00 

2.089.296.00 

.97 

426,317,264.00 

22,809,669.00 

6.67 

203.984.427.00 

4,906,799.00 

2.47 

201,266,714.00 

14,277,844.00 

7.64 

1,047,890.217.00 

44.082,098.00 

4.40 

699.681.00 

1.046,690,686.00 

44.188,851.00 

4.40 

21.11 

18,668,622.76 

710,080.82 

3.96 

18,664,904.61 

711,297.69 

8.96 

1,266,028.62 


1923 


$219,422,690.00 

2.600,778.00 

1.20 

462.246.086.00 

26.928.822.00 

6.38 

216.098,666.00 

12,109.129.00 

5.94 

202.169.078.00 
892,864.00 

.44 

1.089.921.310.00 

42.681.098.00 

4.06 

681,861.00 

1.089.289,949.00 

42,599,313.00 

4.07 

21.22 

19.647.382.06 

978.769.29 

6.24 

19.684^93.62 

979.989.01 

6.26 

1.307.147.77 


1924 


$235,485,293  » 
16.012,703. fO 

T33 

477.872.141  C"^ 
25.626.055  (-. 

5  VI 

220,808.289/; 

4714.7SS« 
2  18 

212,764.255  50 

10,605.175  »e 

5  2» 

1.146.879.977  SJ 
66,968.667  5J 

5  23 

638.991.00 

1,146.245,986  » 
56,966.037  SO 

5.S 

21» 

20,784.84562 

1.187.463  5^ 

a,  <• 

20,772.178  M 
i;i37^0}5 

1,375.495« 


^Soldiers  and  inability. 

t Average  local  rate  per  $1,000,  (not  including  intangible). 
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TABLE  X.— Concluded. 

INCKBASE  OR  DECREASE  IN  LOCAL  VALUATIONS,   GROSS  TaX  AND   NET  TAX 

Assessed,  and  Amount  of  State  Tax,  by  Cities  and  Towns,  1921-1930. 


WOONSOCKET. 


1926 


$17,926,400.00 

—246,800.00 

—1.86 

86.886.600.00 

2.449.000.00 

7.44 

24.886.100.00 

—876.4^.00 

—1.62 

4.187.600.00 

465.960.00 

12.22 

81.829.600.00 

2.281.700.00 

2.87 

.     8,900.00 

81.820.600.00 

2.288.700.00 

2.87 

2.60 

1.967.800.00 

426.648.80 

27.86 

1,967.577.60 

426,644.80 

27.86 

98,184.72 


1926 


$17,596,160.00 

—880.250.00 

—1.84 

40.999.900.00 

6.619.400.00 

15.88 

28.968.600.00 

—866,600.00 

—1.51 

4.886.400.00 

148,900.00 

8.55 

86.900.960.00 

6.071.460.00 

6.20 

9.000.00 

86.891.950.00 

5.071.850.00 

6.20 

2.60 

2.081.459.86 

.     128.659.85 

6.82 

2.081,284.85 

128,656.86 

6.82 

104.270.84 


1927 


$17,466,760.00 
—129,400.00 

—  .74 

42.870,600.00 

1,870,700.00 

4.66 

21.850.250.00 

—2.118.250.00 

—8.84 

4.268.800.00 

—67,600.00 

—1.66 

86.466.400.00 
—444.650.00 

—  .61 

117,050.00 

86.889.850.00 
—562.600.00 

—  .64 

2.60 

2,071.765.20 
—9.694.16 

—  .47 

2.068.888.96 
—12.896.40 

—  .60 

108.607.22 


1928 


$18,168,600.00 

696,850.00 

8.99 

42,484,860.00 

—885,760.00 

—  .90 

19.476.700,00 

—2,878.550.00 

—10.86 

8,515.600.00 

—763,200.00 

—17.64 

88.640,750.00 

—2,815.650.00 

—8.26 

97.700.00 

88.643.050.00 

—2.796.800.00 

—8.24 

2.50 

2.017,191.15 
—54,574.06! 
—2.63 

2,014,760.20 

—54,078.75 

—2.61 

-100.261.66 


1929 


$19 
1 

44 

2 

19 


8 


86 
8 


86 
8 


.668,600.00 

,600,000.00 

8.26 

,644,960.00 

.060,100.00 

4.86 

,269.150.00 
-217.650.00 
—1.12 

,806,950.00 

-209,650.00 

—5.96 

,778,650.00 

,182,900.00 

3.76 

128.350.00 

.645,800.00 
.102,250.00 
8.71 

2.60 

,099,916.80 

82,726.15 

4.10 

.096.747.45 

81,987.26 

4.07 

77,980.77 


1980 


$22,412,860.00 

2,748,760.00 

18.98 

47,706.500.00 

8,160,660.00 

7.10 

19.268,160.00 

—1.000.00 

—.01 

6.880,800.00 

2.024.860.00 

61.26 

94.706.800.00 

7,988,160.00 

9.14 

249,600.00 

94.457.800.00 

7.812.000.00 

9.02 

2.50 

2.266.728.20 

156.806.90 

7.42 

2.249,648.70 

152.801.25 

7.29 

96.606.81 


THE  STATE. 

1926 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

$241,036,966.00 

5.601,672.20 

2.88 

$248,168,726.00 

7.121,760.00 

2.95 

$269,202,258  00 

21.048.527.00 

8.48 

$275,486,506.00 

6.284.268.00 

2.88 

$289,294,584.00 

18,808.028.00 

5.01 

$296,616,112.00 

7,820.678.00 

2.63 

508.089.778.00 

80.167,687.00 

6.81 

642.918.845.00 

84,878.567.00 

6.86 

676.652.214.00 

88.788,869.00 

6.21 

606.808.309.00 

29.656.095.00 

5.14 

681.878.747.00 

25,070,438.00 

4.18 

660.468,148.00 

19.074.401.00 

8.02 

226.809.068.00 

6,000.774.00 

2.72 

227.682.166.00 

828,102.00 

.86 

228.276.960.00 

648,795.00 

.28 

226.684.920.00 

—2,591.040.00 

—1.14 

226.986.681.00 

1.251.761.00 

.55 

228.617.422.00 

—8.419.259.00 

—1.61 

209.884.809.00 

—2.929.944.50 

—1.38 

218.470.577.00 

8,686,268.00 

4.11 

224,926.827.00 

6.455,250.00 

2.95 

289.709.685.00 

14,788,858.00 

6.57 

249,461.618.00 

9,741,988.00 

4.06 

268,280,628.00 

8.828,905.00 

1.58 

1.185.720,116.00 

38.840.188.70 

8.89 

1,287,174,818.00 

61.464.697.00 

4.84 

1,299,056.254.00 

61.881.441.00 

5.00 

1,847,189,420.00 

48.188.166.00 

8.71 

1,397,061,580.00 

49,872,160.00 

8.70 

1,428,866.205.00 

26,804.625.00 

1.92 

657.461.84 

506.200.00 

2.112.582.66 

2.644.679.00 

3.819,489.00 

4,646.542.00 

1.186,162,654.66 

38.916.668.86 

8.40 

1,286,669.618.00 

61.606.968.84 

4.84 

1.296.943,721.84 

60,274,108.84 

4.87 

1,844,544.741.00 

47,601,019.66 

3.67 

1,893.742.141.00 

49.197,400.00 

8.66 

1.419.219.668.00 

25,477,622.00 

1.88 

21.85 

.22.89 

28.12 

22.31 

22.98 

22.88 

22.168,804.22 

1.888.468.60 

6.66 

28.822.974.50 

1,154,670.28 

6.21 

24.829.282.34 

1.606,257.84 

6.46 

25,672,460.79 

848,228.45 

8.40 

27,814,177.91 

1,641,717.12 

6.89 

27,799,117.08 

484.939.17 

1.78 

22.166.886.41 

1.884,662.64 

6.66 

28,812.676.04 

1,165,888.68 

6.22 

24,788.400.86 

1,470.725.82 

6.81 

25.615,008.81 

881,607.95 

3.36 

27,289,501.28 

1,624,492.42 

6.84 

27.694,894.87 

464.898.64 

1.67 

1.422.196.08 

1.484.008.40 

1,656.882.46 

1,618.458.68 

1.264,867.92 

•1,177,011.78 

'State  tax  for  1931,  bawd  upon  amount  of 
approved  April  19,  1930. 


tazea  locally  aaaessed  in  1930,  under  Pub.  Lawi,  Cbap.  1696, 
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[General  Laws  of  1923,  Chapter  38.] 

(491)  Sec  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  biennially  in  die 
odd-numbered  years  report  to  the  governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  in  such  years,  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith  present  such 
report  to  the  general  assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount 
of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying 
taxes  directly  to  the  general  treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several 
statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid ;  the  amount  of  taxable  property 
in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes 
thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation ;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and 
town  exempt  from  taxation  with  the  causes  of  exemption ;  and  any  recom- 
mendations for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said 
board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable:  Provided,  however,  that  if  the 
C^ovemor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the  board  of  tax  commissioners  deems 
it  necessary  or  advisable,  said  board  may  report  at  other  times  upon  matters 
relating  to  taxation. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


To  His  Excellency,  Theodore  Francis  Green,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  \ 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  38 
of  the  General  Laws  of  1923,  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners 
herewith  submits  its  fourteenth  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 

FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 

« 

EDWARD  L.  LEAHY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  February  1,  1933. 


REPORT 


The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  is  required  under  Section  7 
of  Chapter  38  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended  to  report  to  the 
Governor  biennially  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in 
the  odd-numbered  years,  and  the  report  shall  forthwith  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Governor  to  the  General  Assembly.  This  section 
further  provides  that  such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of 
tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals 
paying  taxes  directly  to  the  General  Treasurer,  classified  accord- 
ing to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid ;  the 
amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated 
form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates 
of  taxation;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town 
exempt  from  taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any 
recommendations  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of 
taxes  which  said  Board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  Board  has  followed  the  same  general  arrangement  of 
statistics  and  other  data  that  has  been  used  in  reports  of  pre- 
vious years.  An  ease  of  comparison  between  the  present  and  the 
several  preceding  reports  submitted  by  the  Board  is  thus  pro- 
vided. 

Under  the  following  headings  are  tabulated  the  sources  of 
revenue  of  the  State: 

Direct  State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  Savings  Banks,   State 
Banks  and  Trust  Companies. 
Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 
Fines  and  Costs  from  Courts. 
Fees  for  Corporation  Charters. 
Tax  on  Motor  Vehicle  Fuels. 
Oyster  Ground  Rentals. 
Municipal  License  Fees. 

Motor  Vehicles  Registration  and  License  Fees. 
State  Tax  on  Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Business  Corporations^ 
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Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax  on  Domestic  Corporations. 

State  Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations. 

Taxes  on  Net  Elstates,  Inheritances,  Legacies  and  Gifts. 

Tax  on  Interest-bearing  Deposits  in  National  Banks. 

^Miscellaneous. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources 
enumerated  in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years  from  1912  to  1932  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears 
to  the  total  revenue  are  set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I-a. 

The  amounts  of  taxes  paid  in  1931  and  1932  by  corporations, 
companies,  firms  and  individuals  directly  to  the  General  Treas- 
urer, classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which 
such  taxes  are  paid,  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amounts  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations 
fixed,  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  the  years  1930, 
1931  and  1932  are  set  forth  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

The  aggregate  number  of  estates,  valuations,  net  estate  taxes 
and  transfer  taxes,  by  cities  and  towns,  determined  and  assessed 
under  the  Inheritance  Tax  Law,  for  the  years  1931  and  1932,  are 
shown  in  Table  V. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  soldiers'  and  in- 
ability exemptions,  total  property  assessed  for  the  years  1931 
and  1932,  and  the  State  tax  for  each  city  and  town  are  set  forth 
in  Table  VI. 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification* of 
property  by  cities  and  towns  for  the  years,  1930,  1931  and  1932 
is  shown  in  Table  VII. 


*  Under  the  heading  "Miscellaneous"  are  collected  such  items  of  revenue  as  are  earned 
by  and  returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use,  such  as  the  State 
Home  and  School,  State  Institutions  at  Howard,  etc;  certain  fines  which  go  in  whole 
or  in  part  to  the  prosecutors,  and  in  general,  such  receipts  as  are  not  available  for 
general  appropriations.  These  items  are  dependent  in  most  cases  upon  departmental 
administration  and  not  upon  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are 
covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several  State  departments. 
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A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  58,  Sections 
2,  3,  4  and  6  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended,  in  1931  and  1932, 
as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  is 
set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  property  exempt  in  1931  and  1932  under 
four  separate  headings — land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tan- 
gible personal  property,  and  intangible  personal  property — and 
the  total  amount  of  property  exempt  in  each  class  are  set  forth 
in  Table  Vlll-a. 

The  per  capita  local  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  years  1930,  1931  and  1932  are  shown  in 
Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease 
since  the  enactment  of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average 
local  rate  for  the  years  191 1  and  1932,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

The  total  valuations  of  property,  as  returned  by  the  assessors 
of  the  several  cities  and  towns,  classified  under  land,  buildings 
and  improvements,  tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible 
personal  property,  with  the  per  centum  of  increase  for  each  year 
from  1912  to  1932  inclusive,  and  per  centum  of  total  increase 
for  the  20-year  period,  are  shown  in  Table  X-a. 

The  total  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
with  per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease,  for  each  year  from 
1912  to  1932  inclusive,  are  set  forth  in  Table  XL 

A  summary  of  the  assessed  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years 
1928  to  1932  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Tax  Legblation 

Thirty-two  measures  bearing  directly  or  indirectly  upon  the 
levy  and  collection  of  state  and  local  taxes  and  affecting  the 
public  revenues  were  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  during 
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the  period  covered  by  this  report.  Twelve  of  these  measures  may 
properly  be  classed  as  administrative  in  character,  being  de- 
signed primarily  to  perfect  and  strengthen  the  machinery  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  assessing  and  collecting  author- 
ities and  for  the  more  definite  and  systematic  operation  of  the 
revenue  system  generally.  Four  had  for  their  purpose  the  afford- 
ing of  means  of  relief  to  taxpayers  and  municipalities  through  a 
modification  of  the  requirements  imposed  by  the  statutes  in 
their  previously  existing  form.  Two  of  the  latter  are  limited  in 
their  application  to  certain  specified  municipaUties.  Thirteen 
measures  granted  specific  exemptions  from  taxation,  or  extended 
the  limit  of  exemption  previously  enjoyed,  or  authorized  such 
grants  by  municipalities ;  nine  in  1931  and  four  in  1932.  Among 
other  measures  were  the  creatioil  of  a  commission  to  draft  a 
revision  and  amendment  of  the  tax  collection  laws,  the  author- 
ization of  special  taxes  in  cities  and  towns  to  assist  them  in  re- 
tiring their  notes  issued  for  unemployment  relief,  the  imposition 
of  certain  restrictions  upon  municipal  borrowings  in  anticipation 
of  taxes,  and  another  amendment  to  the  soldiers'  exemption  act. 


The  provisions  of  the  several  measures  enumerated  are  indi- 
cated briefly  in  the  following  summary : 


Jantjasy  Session,  1931 

Chap.  171 L  Authorizing  the  cancellation  by  cities  and  towns  of  uncollect- 
ible personal  property  taxes  where  there  is  mistake  in  assess- 
ment, illegal  assessment,  no  estate,  or  no  interest  in  property 
within  the  state. 

1715.  Exempting  citizens  of  the  Town  of  New  Shoreham  transport- 
ing persons  for  hire  by  motor  vehicle  from  the  doable  regis- 
tration fee. 

1729.  Providing  that  all  moneys  collected  by  the  State  Board  d 
Public  Roads  from  motor  vehicle  registration  and  license  fees 
shall  be  turned  over  to  the  General  Treasurer  and  credited  to 
the  "General  Highway  Fund"  and  that  expenditures  by  said 
Board  shall  hereafter  be  authorized  by  appropriation  by  the 
General  Assembly  from  said  fmid. 
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17JJ.  Authorizing  the  purchase  by  the  General  Treasurer,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  available  funds  from  estate  taxes  imposed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  80%  credit  clause  of  the  Federal  Revenue  Act 
of  1926,  of  outstanding  State  bonds  on  any  yield  basis,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Governor  and  the  State  Commissioner  of 
Finance. 

1776.  Providing  that  no  decree  of  the  Superior  Court  dissolving  a 
corporation  shall  be  entered  until  all  state  corporation  taxes 
have  been  paid. 

1779.  Empowering  cities  and  towns  owning  ratable  property  devoted 
to  a  public  use  and  located  in  any  other  city  or  town  to  enter 
into  agreements  with  such  other  city  or  town,  fixing  the  amount 
and  value  of  such  property  for  purposes  of  taxation  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  5  years  at  any  one  time. 

1785.  Creating  a  state  commission  to  draft  a  revision  and  amend- 
ment of  the  tax  collection  laws  and  report  to  the  General 
Assembly  on  or  before  February  15,  1932. 

1801.  Elmpowering  the  Town  council  of  South  Kingstown  to  make 
ordinances  licensing  itinerant  vendors  and  to  prescribe  penalties 
for  violations  thereof. 

1837.  Authorizing  the  City  of  Newport  to  exempt  from  taxation  for 
a  period  of  5  years  a  certain  tract  to  be  used  by  the  city  as  a 
playground. 

Act  Exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the 

Trustees  of  Roger  Williams  University  when  used  for  edu- 
cational purposes. 

Act.  Exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the 

Central  Baptist  Church  used  exclusively  for  charitable  or  re- 
ligious purposes. 

Act  Extending  the  exemption  previously  enjoyed  by  the  property 

of  the  Quidnesset  Memorial  Cemetery  and  used  for  cemetery 
purposes  to  a  maximum  of  150  acres. 

Act  Extending  the  exemption  previously  enjoyed  by  the^real  and 

personal  estate  of  the  Memorial  Hospital  to  a  maximum  of 
$2,500,000. 

Act  Exempting  from  taxation  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the 

Osteopathic  Hospital  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  amount  of  $500,000. 

Act  Extending  the  exemption  previously  enjoyed  by  the  armory 

and  other  property  of  the  Varniun  Continentals  in  East  Green- 
wich to  a  maximum  of  $50,000. 
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Act.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  Little  Compton  to  exempt  from  tajca- 

tion  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  Brown  ell  House  main- 
tained by  the  Little  Compton  Village  Improvement  Society  to 
the  amount  of  $10,000  when  used  for  public  purposes. 

Act.  Exempting  the  Providence  Community  Theatre  from  the  im- 

position of  any  taxes  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

November  Session,  1931 

Chap.  1855.  Creating  an  unemployment  relief  conmiission,  consisting  of  the 
Bank  Commissioner,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Conunis- 
sioners  and  General  Treasurer,  and  authorizing  municipal  bor- 
rowings from  the  State  for  unemployment  relief. 

January  Session,  1932 

Chap.  1867.  Amending  the  "Soldiers'  Exemption  Act"  so-called  by  remov- 
ing the  specific  requirement  for  rendering  accounts  to  the 
assessors  (General  Laws,  Chapter  58^  Section  6). 

1894.  Exempting  South  County  Hospital  from  the  State  corporation 
franchise  tax. 

1905.  Constituting  the  filing  of  a  copy  of  an  execution  on  real  estate 
with  the  recorder  of  deeds  a  good  and  sufficient  levy,  authoriz- 
ing sale  in  case  of  failure  to  redeem,  and  vesting  in  the  pur- 
chaser at  public  auction  all  the  estate,  right  and  interest  which 
the  debtor  had  therein  at  time  of  levy. 

1906.  Providing  means  whereby  persons  acquiring  property  through 
a  tax  sale  may  clear  title  through  equity  proceedings,  upon 
examination  thereof  by  a  title  company  or  title  attorney  ap- 
proved by  the  court. 

1919.  Making  available  to  cities  and  towns  certain  taxes  to  assist 
them  in  retiring  their  notes  issued  for  unemployment  relief. 

1944.  Authorizing  the  State  Commissioner  of  Finance  to  permit 
municipalities  to  exceed  the  maximtmi  statutory  tax  rate  or  the 
statutory  debt  limit  in  his  discretion,  and  removing  from  cities 
and  towns  the  power  to  fix  tax  rates  in  ordering  annual  assess- 

•     ments. 

1945.  Permitting  aggrieved  taxpayers  to  petition  the  Superior  Court 
for  relief  whether  or  not  sworn  statements  have  been  filed  with 
the  local  assessors. 

1957.  Amending  Public  Laws,  1929,  Chapter  1422,  providing  for  an 
audit  of  municipal  accounts,  by  requiring  town  treasurers  to 
furnish  the  State  Conunissioner  of  Finance  annual  statements 
as  to  uncollected  taxes  and  other  fiscal  information. 
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1963.  Barring  executors  or  administrators  of  foreign  estates,  under 
reciprocal  limitations,  from  the  right  to  a  final  accounting  or 
discharge  in  probate  courts  of  Rhode  Island  until  proof  that 
all  death  taxes  and  other  charges  due  the  state  of  domicile 
have  been  paid. 

1991.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  North  Kingstown  to  exempt  from 
taxation  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  The  Gilbert  Stuart 
Memorial,  Inc.,  to  the  amount  of  $15,000  when  used  exclusively 
for  public  purposes. 

1993.  Authorizing  certain  municipalities  to  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  taxes  in  installments. 

Act,  Exempting  from  taxation  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,  real  and 

personal  estate  of  The  Girl  Scouts  of  Rhode  Island,  Inc.,  situ- 
ated in  the  Town  of  Foster  when  used  exclusively  for  charitable 
and  educational  purposes. 

Act.  Exempting  from  local  taxation  certain  property  in  the  City  of 

Newport  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Congregation 
Jeshuat  Israel  when  used  by  said  congregation  for  f-eligious 
and  educational  purposes. 

Resolution.  Appropriating  $500  to  be  expended  by  the  State  Commissioner 
of  Finance  in  making  audits  and  preparing  evidence  in  the 
collection  of  corporate  excess  taxes  due  and  unpaid. 

Redress  for  Over-AssessmenL 

What  was  perhaps  the  most  important  tax  measure  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly  in  1932  made  radical  changes  in  the  penalty 
provisions  formerly  attaching  to  the  failure  of  a  taxpayer  to 
render  to  the  assessors  under  oath  a  true  and  exact  account  of 
all  the  ratable  estate  owned  or  possessed  by  him.  For  many  years 
the  law  has  contained  the  familiar  provision  that  whoever  neg- 
lected or  refused  to  bring  in  such  account,  if  overtaxed,  should 
have  no  remedy  therefor.  The  effect  was  to  deny  to  taxpayers 
who  failed  to  meet  this  requirement  any  redress,  through  the 
courts  or  otherwise,  for  over-assessment.  The  possession  of  a 
single  item  of  taxable  property*  has  been  held  under  this  law  to 
be  sufficient  for  the  sustaining  of  an  assessed  valuation  in  any 
amount  which  the  judgment  of  the  assessors,  in  the  absence  of 
such  a  statement,  might  determine. 


•  Tripp  V.  Torrcy,  17  R.  I.  359. 
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While  the  question  of  constitutionality  under  the  due  process 
clause  has  never  been  raised  in  Rhode  Island  in  this  connection, 
the  issue  has  been  raised  in  other  states  under  somewhat  similar 
circumstances,  and  it  was  contended  in  support  of  this  change 
in  the  Rhode  Island  law  that  some  definite  limitation  should  be 
placed  upon  the  amount  by  which  assessors  would  be  justified 
in  over-assessing  a  taxpayer  who  failed  to  file  a  sworn  return. 
The  amendment  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1932  there- 
fore fixes  a  maximum  of  twenty-five  per  centum  by  which 
the  full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  personal  property  of  a  tax- 
payer who  fails  to  make  a  return  may  be  over-assessed  with 
full  justification.  In  the  valuation  of  real  estate,  which  from  its 
nature  is  more  readily  susceptible  of  something  approaching 
accurate  appraisal,  local  assessors  are  not  allowed  this  leeway. 

In  future  if  a  taxpayer  failing  to  render  a  sworn  state- 
ment is  over-assessed  he  has  the  right  to  recover  the  full  amount 
of  any  over-assessment  on  real  estate,  and  any  over-assessment 
on  tangible  or  intangible  personal  property  in  excess  of  one 
hundred  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  tax  which  the  court  may 
find  to  have  been  properly  assessable  on  such  property. 

The  means  provided  for  relief  is  by  petition  to  the  Superior 
Court  within  six  months  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax;  but  where  no  return  has  been  filed  the  full 
amount  of  the  tax  as  assessed  must  have  been  paid  at  the  time 
appointed. 

One  consideration  which  weighed  materially  in  bringing  about 
this  change  was  the  apparent  physical  impossibility  for  all  tax- 
payers in  some  local  jurisdictions,  particularly  in  the  large 
centres  of  population,  to  personally  file  returns  under  oath  -within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  assessors,  particularly  as  such  re- 
turns are  required  to  be  sworn  to  before  the  assessors  them- 
selves. Attempts  have  been  made  frequently  in  recent  years  to 
secure  an  amendment  to  the  statute  which  would  permit  tax- 
payers to  make  oath  to  their  tax  statements  before  notaries 
public  and  file  them  with  the  assessors,  but  these  attempts  have 
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invariably  been  defeated  for  reasons  which  to  tax  administrators 
are  obvious;  no  opportunity  would  be  afforded  assessors  under 
such  an  arrangement  to  examine  taxpayers  concerning  the  vari- 
ous items  appearing  in  their  statements. 

The  new  law  furthermore  provides  that  the  remedy  which  a 
taxpayer  who  has  filed  a  return  shall  have  for  illegal  taxation 
may  be  sought  in  a  similar  proceeding,  the  purpose  being  to 
make  it  possible  to  petition  for  relief  from  over-taxation  on  one 
class  of  property  and  from  illegal  taxation  on  another  class 
of  property  in  one  action.  This  could  not  be  done  under  the  old 
law»  which  made  it  necessary,  in  the  case  of  an  illegal  assess* 
ment,  to  bring  suit  against  the  collector. 

The  rendering  of  taxpayers'  accounts  under  oath  has  also, 
under  this  amendment  of  1932,  been  rendered  less  irksome  under 
certain  conditions  by  adding  a  provision,  that  in  case  a  taxpayer, 
because  of  illness  or  absence  from  the  State,  is  unable  to  make 
oath  to  his  return  within  the  time  prescribed,  he  may  send  in  his 
return  within  such  time  and  thereafter  make  oath  to  it  before 
some  one  of  the  assessors  prior  to  ten  days  before  the  date  of 
certification  fixed  in  the  resolution  ordering  the  tax,  but  in  no 
event  later  than  the  fifteenth  day  of  July. 

The  machinery  for  accomplishing  these  changes  in  the  law 
comprises  amendments  to  several  sections  of  the  statutes,  the 
provisions  of  all  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  bring  into  harmony 
with  each  other. 

Elunination  of  Fixed  Local  Rate 

The  General  Assembly  in  1932  amended  the  statute  prescribing 
the  manner  in  which  city  councils  and  taxpayers'  town  meetings 
may  order  the  assessment  of  local  taxes,  by  eliminating  all  refer- 
ence to  a  fixed  rate  in  the  form  of  vote  ordering  the  tax,  in  the 
form  of  warning  for  financial  town  meetings  and  in  the  form  of 
notice  posted  by  the  assessors.  This  change  in  the  law  became 
effective  July  1, 1932,  the  date  being  advanced  in  order  that  there 
might  be  no  interference  with  the  existing  practice  in  ordering 
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the  assessment  as  of  June  15  in  that  year.  The  practical  opera- 
tion of  this  new  law  will  be  seen  for  the  first  time  in  the  various 
steps  precedent  to  the  assessment  of  local  taxes  in  1933,  when  all 
municipalities  will  be  required  to  fix  by  resolution  or  vote  the 
amount  of  money  to  be  raised,  or  the  maximum  and  minimum 
amounts  beyond  which  and  below  which  the  assessment  shall 
not  go. 

The  statute  has  heretofore  left  to  all  municipalities  two  op- 
tional methods  of  ordering  the  tax — either  in  a  certain  per- 
centage on  the  valuation  of  property  fixed  by  the  assessors,  or 
in  a  sum  certain  or  a  sum  not  less  or  more  than  certain  stated 
sums.  The  majority  of  the  cities  and  towns  have  followed  the 
fixed  rate  method,  and  have  become  so  accustomed  to  ordering 
the  tax  in  this  way  that  the  existence  of  an  optional  method  in 
the  statutes  was  probably  not  realized  in  some  jurisdictions; 

and  it  may  be  surprising  to  some  to  know  that  the  practice  of 
ordering  assessments  in  an  amount  determined  by  the  financial 
town  meeting  has  been  regularly  employed  in  certain  towns.  The 
method  now  exclusively  prescribed  by  statute  is  therefore  not 
new  in  this  State;  but  the  requirement  is  now  imposed  of  em- 
ploying it  exclusively,  and  all  municipalities  are  brought  into 
uniformity  in  this  regard. 

In  apportioning  the  tax  ordered  in  this  manner  the  method  of 
approach  may,  at  first,  seem  strange  to  assessors  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  starting  out  with  a  fixed  rate  as  a  "yardstick": 
but  the  actual  detail  involved  in  determining  valuations  will  not 
be  essentially  different.  In  those  municipalities  where  a  fixed 
rate  has  been  customarily  prescribed  the  mental  operation  usually 
has  been  to  consider  the  appropriations  made  and  the  amount 
of  money  required,  and  then  to  fix  valuations  sufficient  in  the 
aggregate  to  produce,  at  the  rate  specified,  the  needed  revenue. 
The  operation  under  the  new  arrangement  will  be  slightly  re- 
versed. With  a  fixed  sum  to  be  raised,  or  the  maximum  beyond 
which  and  the  minimum  below  which  the  assessment  cannot 
go,  assessors  will  be  concerned  with  determining  whether  the 
full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  ratable  property  will  be  sufficient 
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to  yield  the  amount  of  revenue  required  under  the  rate  limitation 
prescribed  by  law;  so  that  when  the  tax  is  apportioned  the 
exaction,  so  far  as  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  are 
concerned,  will  not  be  in  excess  of  the  statutory  limit  of  two 
and  one-half  per  centum.  When  once  valuations  are  fixed  the 
rate  upon  the  taxable  intangible  property — ^uniform  at  forty 
cents  on  each  $100 — will  indicate  the  amount  of  revenue  avail- 
able from  this  class  of  property;  while  the  rate  on  real  estate 
and  tangible  personal  property  will  determine*  itself  automatic- 
ally, by  the  relationship  which  the  valuation  of  the  taxable 
physical  property  bears  to  the  amount  ordered  to  be  raised  less 
the  amount  which  the  intangible  property  will  yield. 

At  a  hearing  before  the  legislative  committees  of  the  General 
Assembly  it  was  explained  that  the  purpose  of  this  act  was  to 
avoid  in  the  future  the  serious  financial  embarrassment  with 
which  some  municipalities  have  not  infrequently  been  faced  by 
the  tendency,  in  ordering  assessments,  to  keep  the  local  tax  rate 
down,  or  to  reduce  it  regardless  of  the  amount  of  appropriations 
or  the  financial  requirements  of  a  municipality.  Proposals  to 
lower  the  local  rate  are  never  lacking  in  support,  as  is  but 
natural,  while  proposals  to  increase  it  have  as  naturally  met 
with  spirited  and  successful  opposition.  The  result  often  has  been 
a  deficit  in  the  municipal  budget,  to  be  supplied  either  by  bor- 
rowing to  meet  fixed  charges  and  current  expenditures,  or  by 
an  increased  assessment  in  the  following  year,  sometimes  both. 
It  seemed  to  the  advocates  of  this  change  that  elimination  of 
the  fixed  local  rate  would  remove  one  source  of  temptation  to 
those  disciples  of  the  doctrine  that  the  expense  of  carrying  on 
municipal  governments  may  as  well  be  left  for  the  future  to 
take  care  of,  and  also  that  the  ordering  of  the  tax  and  the 
making  of  appropriations  could  be  made  to  bear  a  greater 
semblance  of  consistency  if  approached  from  the  viewpoint  of 
dollars  needed  to  match  dollars  spent. 

The  possibility  naturally  suggests  itself  that  assessors'  valua- 
tions on  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  may  not 
prove  sufficient  to  produce  the  required  revenue,  and  was  antici- 
pated in  framing  this  legislation.    In    order   that    such  a  con- 
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tingency  should  not  jeopardize  the  entire  assessment  a  provision 
was  incorporated  in  the  law  to  the  effect  that  the  failure  of  an 
assessment  to  yield,  under  the  statutory  rate  limit,  the  sum  stipu- 
lated in  the  vote  ordering  the  tax,  shall  not  invalidate  the  tax. 
A  means  was  also  provided  whereby  a  municipality  could  seek 
a  way  out  of  its  difficulties  in  such  a  contingency,  by  bringing 
the  situation,  through  petition  by  the  town  council,  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  State  Commissioner  of  Finance,  who  is  empowered, 
in  his  discretion,  to  authorize  either  an  assessment  in  excess  of 
the  two  and  one-half  per  cent  limit  in  any  one  year,  or  an  in- 
crease in  its  borrowing  capacity  in  that  year  in  excess  of  the 
statutory  debt  limit  of  three  per  centum  of  its  taxable  propert}'. 

If  a  town  or  city  now  finds  itself  unable  to  finance  its  legiti- 
mate activities  within  these  statutory  limits  the  State  Commis- 
sioner of  Finance,  upon  petition  for  relief  by  either  of  the 
methods  described,  is  authorized  to  undertake  an  investigation  of 
its  financial  condition,  and  to  require  such  information  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  proper  exercise  of  this  authority. 

The  new  law  is  intended  to  operate  as  a  check  upon  the  rising 
tide  of  municipal  indebtedness,  and  to  discourage  extravagance 
and  ill-considered  appropriations,  and  is  another  step  in  the  pro- 
gram of  extending  the  principles  of  sound  public  financing  to  the 
political  sub-divisions  of  the  State,  the  foundations  of  which  were 
laid  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1929  when  it  went  on  record 
as  favoring  the  development  of  some  degree  of  State  supervision 
of  municipal  accounts. 

It  was  the  intention  in  drafting  this  amendment  to  make  the 
statutory  limit  of  a  two  and  one-half  per  cent  levy  on  physical 
property  positive  and  without  exception,  subject  only  to  modi- 
fication, after  investigation,  by  the  State  Commissioner  of 
Finance.  With  this  in  mind  the  provision  in  the  old  law  making 
an  exception  in  the  case  of  sinking  fund  and  interest  require- 
ments and  payments  on  indebtedness  was  omitted.  It  has  since 
transpired  that  the  elimination  of  this  specific  provision  for  meet- 
ing such  requirements  by  a  tax  in  excess  of  the  statutory  limit 
may  affect  adversely  the  market  for  municipal  bonds ;  and  sen- 
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ous  consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  suggestion  that  this 
exception  to  the  general  prohibition  be  restored. 

The  new  statute  also  contains  a  minor  amendment  in  the  re- 
quirement for  advertising  assessors'  meetings  in  some  newspaper 
for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  reducing  this  to  an  insertion  at 
least  once  a  week  for  this  period.  This  make  it  possible,  where 
continuous  publication  for  three  weeks  is  not  deemed  necessary, 
to  limit  advertising  costs,  while  leaving  it  within  the  discretion 
of  the  assessors  to  advertise  throughout  the  three-weeks  period 
if  deemed  advisable. 

Sworn  Statements  by  Veterans 

The  "Soldiers'  Exemption  Law"  was  again  amended  in  1932  by 
eliminating  therefrom  the  specific  requirement  upon  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  widows  of  rendering  to  the  assessors  an  account 
of  their  ratable  estate,  as  provided  by  law,  so  that  proper  de- 
duction or  exemption  may  be  made.  The  general  statutory  re- 
quirement upon  all  taxpayers  that  they  shall  render  accounts 
under  oath  before  the  assessors  has  not  been  removed,  and  the 
elimination  of  this  specific  requirement  in  the  case  of  this  class 
is  not  regarded  as  having  altered  their  status  as  taxpayers,  or  as 
relieving  them  from  the  general  requirement  imposed  upon  all. 
However,  in  redrafting  the  form  of  assessors'  notice  to  conform 
with  the  method  of  ordering  a  tax  to  be  assessed  in  a  sum  cer- 
tain and  not  at  a  fixed  rate,  the  reference  in  the  old  form  to  the 
returning  of  accounts  by  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  widows 
was  omitted,  in  order  that  the  new  form  might  be  consistent 
with  the  evident  intent  of  the  General  Assembly  that  such  a 
requirement  upon  this  class  of  taxpayers  should  not  in  the  future 
be  specific.  The  form  of  assessors'  notice  now  simply  states  in 
this  regard  that  "all"  persons  who  are  required  to  return  ac- 
counts to  the  assessors  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  exemption  from 
taxation,  wholly  or  in  part,  under  the  law,  are  required  to  render 
said  account  annually. 

State  Revenues 

By  reference  to  Table  I  it  will  be  seen  thait  the  total  receipts 
of  the  State  for  the  fiscal  years  1931  and  1932  were  $14,125,332.11 
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and  $14,181,094.32  respectively.  If  the  twenty-year  period  covered 
by  this  table  be  considered  it  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been 
a  steady  gain  in  annual  receipts  from  $3,250,631.53  in  1912  to 
$14,181,094.32  in  1932,  or  an  average  annual  increase  of  more 
than  half  a  million  dollars. 

The  receipts  for  the  years  1931  and  1932  were  the  largest 
respectively  with  one  exception  ($15,077,523.51  in  1929)  ever  re- 
ceived by  the  State,  and  it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  this 
connection  that  these  revenues  were  collected  during  a  major 
economic  disturbance.  Compared  with  other  states  this  showing 
is  very  satisfactory  and  seems  to  indicate  a  reasonably  stable 
system  of  providing  the  State  revenue — one  which  should  be 
changed  only  after  the  most  mature  deliberation  and  for  the 
most  substantial  reasons. 

The  law  passed  in  1930  changing  the  base  of  the  direct  state 
tax  on  cities  and  towns  from  local  assessed  valuations  to  the 
amount  of  taxes  locally  assessed  went  into  effect  on  January 
1st,  1931.  The  rate  is  four  and  one-quarter  per  cent,  computed 
upon  the  amount  of  taxes  assessed  upon  the  ratable  property  of 
the  several  cities  and  towns  as  certified  by  the  assessors  to  the 
town  clerk  or  other  local  authority.  The  first  installment  under 
the  new  law  became  due  on  April  I5th,  1931,  and  the  second 
installment  on  October  15th,  both  being  based  upon  the  amount 
of  taxes  locally  assessed  as  of  June  15th,  1930. 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  receipts  from  this  source  would 
decrease  in  1931  from  those  of  the  previous  year  by  approxi- 
mately $100,000,  computed  on  a  calendar  year  basis.  This  reduc- 
tion was  mainly  the  result  of  a  compensatory  concession  in  fix- 
ing the  rate  at  a  figure  which  would  not  bear  too  heavily  upon 
municipalities  with  a  low  valuation  and  a  high  rate,  and  a  con- 
sequent relatively  low  State  tax  under  the  old  law.  The  actual 
decrease  was,  however,  only  about  $38,000. 

The  direct  state  tax  yielded  $42,617.23  less  in  1932  than  in 
1931.  The  decrease  from  $1,227,336.30  in  1931  to  $1,184,719.07  in 
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1932  was  due  to  several  causes,  the  principal  ones  being  a  fall- 
ing oflF  in  local  revenues  due  to  the  depression  and  the  delay  on 
the  part  of  some  towns  in  making  payment  until  after  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year. 

There  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  receipts  from  the  tax  on 
savings  and  participation  accounts  in  savings  banks,  state  banks 
and  trust  companies  from  1929*  to  1931  of  $12,600.27.  In  1932, 
however,  the  receipts  from  this  source  increased  over  those  of 
1931  by  $27,124.78  and  amounted  to  $1,424,711.30,  the  largest 
revenue  ever  received  from  this  source. 

The  tax  on  interest  bearing  deposits  in  national  banks  has 
remained  fairly  constant,  but  there  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  the 
assessment  for  1932  from  1930,  less  than  $350.  In  1931  there  was 
an  increase  over  1930  of  $2,800.34. 

The  tax  on  insurance  premiums  and  fees  increased  slightly  in 
1931  over  1930,  but  fell  off  in  1932.  The  amount  received  from 
this  source  in  1932 — $706,364.17 — is  approximately  the  same  as 
in  1929.  The  receipts  from  this  source  fluctuate  slightly;  losses 
are  shown  over  the  previous  year  in  1913,  1915,  1916,  1922  and 
1932,  but  none  are  substantial.  Taking  the  period  covered  by 
Table  I  an  average  annual  increase  of  $23,732.57  is  shown. 

The  receipts  from  fees  for  corporation  charters  naturally 
fluctuate  somewhat  violently  from  year  to  year,  and  the  amount 
received  in  1932,  $16,760.78,  is  the  smallest  for  the  20-year  period 
covered  by  Table  I. 

The  motor  vehicle  fuel  tax  continues  to  show  substantial  an- 
nual increases,  while  receipts  from  motor  vehicle  registrations 
and  licenses  show  a  decrease  for  1932,  although  the  receipts  for 
the  years  1931  and  1932  are  exceeded  only  by  those  of  1929, 
which  were  the  largest  since  these  fees  were  imposed. 


*The  amount  of  the  tax  from  this  source  ior  1930  is  not   available  because  of  the 
change  in  the  fiscal  year  from  November  30th  to  Jime  30th. 
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The  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  fluctu- 
ate according  to  circumstances.  The  item  which  varies  most  is 
naturally  the  tax  on  estates  and  inheritances.  The  corporate  ex- 
cess tax  is  also  subject  to  variation  as  this  tax  reflects  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  general  business  conditions.  The  effect  of  the  long 
continued  business  depression  is  apparent  in  the  receipts  froir. 
this  latter  source,  $937,517.19  in  1932,  the  smallest  amount  re- 
ceived since  1917.  This  tax  remained  fairly  constant  from  1923 
to  1930,  and  attention  has  been  repeatedly  called  in  previous 
reports  to  the  fact  that  it  had  probably  reached  the  limit  of  its 
productiveness  and  could  not  be  counted  upon  to  bring  in  any 
greater  returns,  and  that  it  was  doubtful  if  they  could  be 
maintained  at  their  past  average. 

The  number  of  returns  filed  by  corporations  liable  to  the  cor- 
porate excess  tax  has  remained  fairly  constant  for  the  last  three 
years,  as  has  also  the  number  assessed.  The  amount  of  corporate 
excess  upon  which  the  tax  is  assessed  has  fallen  off  since  1929, 
which  was  to  be  expected,  as  the  effects  of  the  economic  dis- 
turbance in  1929  were  reflected  in  the  returns  showing  the  con- 
dition of  corporations  as  of  December  31st  of  that  year. 

The  franchise  and  minimum  tax  has  increased  sharply  as  would 
be  expected,  as  many  corporations  which  showed  no  taxable 
corporate  excess  would  be  subject  to  this  tax.  The  amounts  assessed 
under  this  provision  of  law  for  the  three  years  1930  to  1932  inclusive 
were  $92,637.16,  $116,048.50  and  $121,234.66  respectively;  while 
the  amounts  actually  received  were  substantially  less — ^$73,067.84, 
$69,200.64  and  $93,126.27.  The  reason  for  this  discrepancy  is 
readily  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  yearly  a  number  of  in- 

• 

active  corporations  purposely  leave  this  tax  unpaid  because  it 
is  an  easy  and  economical  manner  in  which  to  have  their  charters 
revoked. 

Estate  and  inheritance  taxes  have  held  up  very  well,  consider- 
ing the  very  substantial  falling  off  in  property  values  of  all  kinds. 
and  particularly  in  the  market  value  of  securities  which  usually 
form  the  greater  part  of  estates  of  magnitude.  The  amounts 
assessed  in  1930,  1931  and  1932  on  these  tax  bases  were  $1,- 
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863,318.57,  $1,151,301.12  and  $1,551,005.82  respectively,  and  the 
respective  values  of  the  estates  upon  which  these  taxes  were 
assessed  were  $37,149,159.51,  $37,263,311.58  and  $45,380,058.74. 
With  respect  to  these  taxes,  comparisons  from  year  to  year  are 
of  no  value  as  one  large  estate  would  throw  the  figures  for  that 
year  out  of  line,  as  was  the  case  in  1929.  It  should  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  for  the  past  three  years  these  taxes  were  assessed 
under  very  unfavorable  market  conditions,  securities  being  at  the 
lowest  point  in  value  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  therefore  rea- 
sonable to  expect  that  the  returns  from  these  tax  bases  will  in- 
crease as  economic  conditions  improve.  More  or  less  violent 
fluctuations,  however,  are  to  be  expected  from  time  to  time 
entirely  apart  from  market  conditions. 

The  receipts  from  the  gross  earnings  tax  on  public  service 
corporations  have  fallen  off  during  the  past  two  years  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  economic  situation.  There  is  but  one  class,  corpo- 
rations furnishing  water,  light,  heat  and  power,  which  shows  an 
increase  in  gross  earnings  for  this  period  and  that  is  slight,  ap- 
proximating 5%.  The  railroads  show  the  greatest  decrease, 
somewhat  more  than  25%. 

Local  Assessed  Valuations 

For  the  first  time  since  statistics  have  been  compiled  by  this 
department  the  total  local  assessed  valuations  of  property  show 
a  decrease  (4.48%)  from  the  valuations  of  the  previous  year.  For 
nineteen  years  the  aggregate  valuation  of  all  municipalities  has 
consistently  gained  over  the  valuation- for  the  preceding  year. 
The  increases  have  varied  widely  from  1.47%  in  1921  to  16.53% 
in  1920,  the  average  increase  from  year  to  year  from  1912  to 
1931  being  slightly  over  4^^%.  The  per  cent  of  decrease  in  1932 
was  therefore  slightly  less  than  the  preceding  average  yearly 

increase. 

The  decrease  in  total  local  assessed  valuations  from  $1,447- 
034,201  in  1931  to  $1,382,189,158  in  1932  was  mainly  the  natural 
reflection  of  the  condition  to  which  business  and  industry  has 
been  reduced  as  the  result  of  the  experiences  of  the  past  three 
years. 
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The  decrease  was  less  marked  in  the  case  of  real  estate,  being 
under  $2,000,000  as  against  a  loss  of  $63,000,000  in  personal 
property  valuations.  It  is  but  natural  that  in  situations  such  as 
the  present  the  widest  variations  should  be  found  in  the  valua- 
tion of  personal  property  and  that  real  estate  should  show  com- 
paratively slight  changes ;  but  the  invariable  reaction  is  that  real 
estate  owners  and  operators,  contemplating  an  almost  stag'nant 
market  for  a  class  of  property  which  is  holding  well  up  to  the 
level  in  valuation  for  assessment  purposes  in  comparison  w^ith 
other  classes,  are  prone  to  charge  this  lack  of  market  to  what 
they  look  upon  as  an  excessive  tax  burden  on  real  property  and 
to  clamor  for  relief. 

Organized  agitation  in  this  direction  was  accordingly  not  un- 
locked for  in  this  State  and  in  due  course  made  its  appearance. 
The  Providence  Real  Estate  Exchange,  at  a  meeting  held  Octo- 
ber 27,  1932,  declared  that  in  its  opinion  a  drastic  reduction  in 
the  tax  burden  on  real  estate  must  be  made  before  real  estate 
values  can  again  be  stabilized  and  "prosperity  returned  to  the 
building  industr>\"  As  a  means  to  this  end  it  advocated  a  25  per 
cent  reduction  in  government  costs,  a  reduction  in  salaries  of 
all  public  officials  and  employees,  curtailment  of  highway  con- 
struction, and  a  distribution  of  25  per  cent  of  gasoline  tax  re- 
ceipts to  the  municipalities.  Another  organization  chartered  on 
June  22,  1932,  as  the  Taxpayers'  Association  of  Rhode  Island, 
impressed  upon  candidates  for  public  office  at  the  fall  election  a 
program  calling  for  a  25  per  cent  reduction  in  real  estate  and 
tangible  personal  property  taxes  and  for  an  arbitrary  reduction 
of  1  per  cent  annually  in  the  assessed  value  of  all  buildings 
erected  prior  to  1932  and  VA  per  cent  annually  on  all  buildings 
erected  thereafter;  also  for  salary  reductions,  gasoline  tax  dis- 
tribution, and  other  innovations  advocated  by  the  real  estate 
exchange. 

That  the  cost  of  government  is  bearing  heavily  upon  real 
estate  in  Rhode  Island  is  not  to  be  denied;  but  before  its  citizens 
are  committed  to  a  wholesale  revision  of  an  established  system 
of  taxation  it  may  be  well  to  glance  at  one  or  two  features  of 
the  existing  system  which  are  very  apt  to  escape  notice  unless 
made  the  object  of  special  attention. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS.  28 

Real  estate  is  taxable  at  its  full  and  fair  cash  value  as  in 
neighboring  states.  It  is  intended  to  be  protected  from  over- 
taxation by  a  statutory  provision  that  it  shall  not  be  assessed 
at  a  rate  exceeding  two  and  one-half  per  centum  of  assessed 
valuation.  Municipalities  can  readily  be  cited  no  further  distant 
than  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  where  the  rates  run  in  some 
instances  to  a  figure  nearly  twice  this  maximum  in  Rhode  Island. 
If  particular  parcels  of  real  estate  are  valued  disproportionately 
with  surrounding  property  or  other  property  within  the  taxing 
jurisdiction  generally,  the  fault  is  with  the  assessment  machinery 
and  not  with  the  law,  and  it  is  equalization  that  is  needed  rather 
than  the  application  of  a  flat  reduction  in  an  arbitrary  amount. 

It  should  be  noted  also  that  the  real  estate  tax  burden,  what- 
ever may  be  its  effect  upon  marketability  and  the  building  indus- 
try, has  not  been  sufficiently  heavy  to  require  more  than  three 
municipalities  in  the  State  to  impose  the  statutory  rate  limit  of 
two  and  one-half  per  centum  in  the  year  1932 ;  and  one  of  these, 
while  imposing  this  maximum  rate,  reduced  at  the  same  time 
the  assessed  valuation  of  its  taxable  property  by  approximately 
20  per  cent  from  the  values  indicated  by  a  scientific  appraisal. 
It  might  be  of  further  interest  to  note  that  the  per  capita  valua- 
tion of  real  estate  as  fixed  by  the  local  assessors  for  the  State 
as  a  whole,  has  increased  only  $300  during  the  past  ten  years. 

The  consistent  increase  which  the  percentage  of  non-taxable 
property  bears  to  tax-paying  property  is  a  factor  of  no  slight 
importance.  The  inequalities  and  injustice  due  to  the  policy  of 
granting  exemptions  without  review  has  been  discussed  in  pre- 
vious reports.  In  1932  the  exempt  and  non-taxable  property  in 
Rhode  Island,  including  public  buildings  and  other  government 
owned  property,  approximated  $200,000,000  according  to  the 
figures  returned  by  the  local  assessors.  One-half  of  this  amount 
is  privately  owned  property,  and  this  privately  owned  exempt 
property  bears  a  relationship  to  the  total  property  locally  as- 
sessed in  1932  of  7.25%.  If  the  valuation  of  this  exempt  property 
were  to  be  added  to  the  total  property  locally  assessed  it  would 
reduce  the  average  local  rate  $1.80  per  $1,000. 
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The  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  General  Assembly  to  look 
with  favor  upon  petitions  for  exemptions  from  taxation,  and 
by  legislative  enactment  to  grant  immunity  on  a  variety  of 
pretexts,  continues  unabated.  The  number  of  acts  of  this  charac- 
ter passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1931  was  nine,  and  in 
1932  four.  Undoubtedly  most  of  ?these  were  for  reasons  as 
worthy  as  the  average,  but  it  is  interesting  and  important  to 
note  that  there  seems  to  be  little  if  any  perceptible  decline  in 
the  tendency  to  extend  this  form  of  subsidy  almost  for  the  ask- 
ing, and  in  apparent  disregard  of  the  plain  fact  that  the  practice 
of  shifting  this  burden  to  the  taxpaying  property  is  constantly 
increasing  the  relative  burden  on  revenue  producing  property 
and  is  aggravating  a  situation  already  acute. 

In  the  assessment  for  1932,  buildings  and  improvements  and 
tangible  and  intangible  personalty  show  a  falling  off  from  the 
previous  year,  but  the  valuation  of  land  shows  a  slight  increase 
of  1.34%.  This,  however,  is  not  the  smallest  percentage  of  in- 
crease shown  during  the  past  twenty  years.  The  increase  was 
less  for  the  years  1914,  1915,  1916,  1922  and  1923  than  in  1932 
The  important  point  to  be  noted  is  that  land  is  the  only  local 
tax  base  which  shows  an  uninterrupted  increase  in  assessed  valu- 
ation since  1912. 

The  valuations  of  buildings  and  improvements  show  increases 
from  year  to  year  in  all  years  except  1932,  but  the  percentage 
of  decrease  in  this  year  from  the  preceding  is  slight — ,77%,  The 
valuation  of  tangible  personalty  fell  off  sharply  in  1932,  nearly 
10%  from  the  previous  year.  There  has  been  an  accelerated  de- 
cline in  the  valuation  of  this  class  of  property  for  the  last  three 
years,  the  percentages  of  decrease  being  respectively  1.51%, 
4.38%  and  9.73%.  The  valuation  of  tangible  personalty  apparent- 
ly reached  its  high  point  in  1925.  There  were  very  slight  in- 
creases in  1926  and  1927,  a  drop  of  1.14%  in  1928,  a  slight  in- 
crease of  approximately  one-half  of  1%  in  1929,  followed  by  the 
sharp  declines  above  noted  in  1930,  1931  and  1932. 

The  valuation  of  intangible  personalty  shows  the  largest  per- 
centage of  decrease— 16.7%  in  1932  and  1.03%   in   1931.    The 
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valuation  of  this  class  of  property  fluctuates  somewhat  widely. 
There  were  large  percentage  increases  of  19.09%,  12.99%  and 
20.43%  in  1913,  1919  and  1920  respectively ;  and  there  were  de- 
creases in  1921,  1925,  1931  and  1932.  These  statistics  show  a 
marked  tendency  in  this  class  of  property  to  decline  in  the  rate 
of  increase  after  the  very  substantial  increase  shown  in  1920. 
It  would  naturally  be  expected  that  statistics  such  as  the  fore- 
going would  reflect  at  least  somewhat  accurately  present  eco- 
nomic conditions  and  the  recent  economic  trend,  which  they  quite 
evidently  do  not.  The  assessments  on  tangible  personalty  are 
the  only  ones  which  give  even  a  slight  hint  of  coming  events. 
These  seem  to  anticipate,  from  1925  onward,  but  in  a  somewhat 
inconclusive  manner,  the  drastic  deflation  of  values  which  has 
been  in  progress  since  the  fall  of  1929. 

Necessarily  the  methods  employed  by  tax  assessors  in  de- 
termining valuations  for  purposes  of  taxation  are  by  no  means 
exact.  Large  amounts  of  property  of  great  variety  must  be  ap- 
praised and  extensive  areas  covered  within  a  period  of  time  so 
short  that  anything  but  a  general  approximation  of  value  is  not 
to  be  expected.  This  condition  results  almost  inevitably  in  under- 
valuation of  physical  property  and  the  escape  of  considerable 
amounts  of  intangibles.  Bearing  this  fact  in  mind  an  analysis  of 
local  valuations  indicates  that  they  have  been  maintained  at  the 
present  level  by  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of 
the  tax  laws  brought  about  by  insistent  demands  for  increased 
local  revenues  under  a  maximum  tax  rate  fixed  by  statute,  rather 
than  that  they  reflect  the  stability  of,  or  an  increase  in,  actual 
values. 

Local  assessed  valuations,  even  those  for  1931  and  1932,  while 
probably  not  excessive  as  a  whole,  do  not  furnish  an  adequate 
measure  of  the  sharp  decline  in  values  generally  which  has  taken 
place  during  the  last  three  years ;  on  the  contrary  they  seem  to 
indicate  a  stability  which  is  not  warranted  by  the  facts.  The 
statistics  do,  however,  indicate  quite  clearly  that  the  limit  of 
revenue  production  from  these  sources  has  been  definitely 
reached  for  the  present  at  least,  unless  tax  rates  are  increased 
or  thorough  systematic  revaluation  surveys,  such  as  were  carried 
out  notably  by  Central  Falls  and  Cumberland,  are  resorted  to. 
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Land,  Buildings  and  Improvements 

Eight  municipalities  show  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year 
in  the  valuation  of  land  for  both  1931  and  1932.  Nineteen  show 
a  decrease  in  1932  from  1931.  Two  show  a  decrease  in  1931  from 
1930  but  an  increase  in  1932  over  1931,  and  eighteen  show  in- 
creases in  land  valuation  for  both  1931  and  1932.  Eleven  show 
increases  in  1931  and  losses  in  1932. 

The  percentage  of  loss  in  the  valuation  of  buildings  and  im- 
provements, while  small,  represents  a  reduction  in  the  value  of 
this  class  of  property  in  1932  of  approximately  five  and  a  quar- 
ter million  dollars.  Losses  occurred  in  five  municipalities  in  1931 
and  in  fourteen  in  1932,  two  show  losses  for  both  years  and 
twenty-two  show  increases  in  both  years.  These  increases  were 
hardly  to  be  expected  as  the  building  trade  was  dull  and  market 
conditions  unfavorable;  they  seem  to  be  accounted  for  almost 
entirely  by  the  writing  up  of  assessed  valuations. 

The  losses  are  noticeably  in  manufacturing  and  commercial 
areas.  This  is  not  surprising  as  manufacturing  and  business  prop- 
erties have  always  been  assessed  at  more  nearly  their  full  and 
fair  cash  value  than  other  classes  of  buildings.  Local  assessors 
are  at  present  faced  with  very  serious  problems  in  the  appraisal 
of  this  class  of  property.  Idle  mills  and  vacant  business  proper- 
ties have  raised  questions  of  valuation  which,  although  always 
present  to  a  certain  extent,  under  the  conditions  prevailing  dur- 
ing the  past  three  years  have  become  very  perplexing.  Manu- 
facturing and  business  property  generally  has  not  had  a  ready 
market  during  this  period,  and  much  of  it  has  had  no  market 
at  all. 

This  class  of  idle  property,  while  showing  a  substantial  value 
when  it  is  determined  by  cost  of  reproduction  less  depreciation 
or  value-in-use  methods,  when  considered  from  the  standpoint 
of  marketability  shows  a  very  low  value,  or  in  some  cases  no 
value  at  all,  even  detracting  from  the  value  of  the  land  occupied.. 
Prospective  values  may  be  and  probably  are  substantial,  but  this 
hypothesis  furnishes  rather  an  insecure  foundation  upon  which 
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to  construct  valuations  for  purposes  of  taxation.  In  many  in- 
stances idle  property  requires  that  substantial  carrying  charges 
entirely  aside  from  taxes  be  met,  and  as  there  is  presently  no 
income  the  owners  are  keen,  and  not  without  some  reason,  for 
a  reduction  in  assessed  valuation. 

The  assessor  is  required  to  raise  revenue  in  a  sum  certain 
under  a  maximum  tax  rate  fixed  by  law  and  under  unfavorable 
market  conditions.  Such  conditions  must  necessarily  bring  out 
prominently  the  difficulties  inherent  in  any  ad  valorem  system 
of  taxation,  and  disagreements  between  taxpayer  and  tax  as- 
sessor  are  to  be  expected.  A  number  of  such  disagreements  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  were  by  mutual  consent  of  the  interested 
parties  referred  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  arbi- 
tration. The  Board  had  no  legal  authority  in  the  premises  and 
its  decisions  and  recommendations  had  no  binding  force,  but  it 
succeeded,  however,  in  all  the  cases  referred  to  it,  in  establish- 
ing values  for  taxation  mutually  satisfactory,  thus  avoiding  long 
drawn  out  and  expensive  litigation,  and  assisted  in  maintaining 
relations  of  cordiality  and  mutual  confidence  between  the  tax- 
payer and  local  assessing  authorities  so  necessary  for  the  effi- 
cient administration  of  the  tax  laws. 

Tan^Ue  Personal  Property 

There  were  but  two  municipalities  which  increased  the  valu- 
ation of  tangible  personalty  for  each  of  the  years  1931  and  1932. 
Thirteen  show  increases  in  1931  and  five  increases  in  1932  over 
1931.  Twenty-two  municipalities  show  losses  in  both  years  and 
thirty-seven  out  of  thirty-nine  show  losses  in  either  one  or  the 
other  or  both  these  years.  These  losses  expressed  in  percentages 
vary  widely  from  one-quarter  of  1%,  the  minimum,  to  34.1%,  the 
maximum;  the  average  loss  for  1931  is  4.38%  and  for  1932, 
9.73%. 

The  increases  are  few  but  expressed  in  percentages  also  vary 
widely  from  .66%  to  17.45%.  These  increases  it  seems  entirely 
reasonable  to  attribute  almost  if  not  quite  entirely  to  revalua- 
tions, rather  than  to  any  actual  increase  either  in  the  value  or 
amount  of  this  class  of  property. 
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The  difficulties  experienced  by  local  assessors  in  valuing  tangi- 
ble personalty  are  certainly  as  great  if  not  greater  than  in  the 
valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements.  It  is  more  difficult  to 
uncover,  and  market  value — ^if  there  has  been  any  market  other 
than  the  junk  dealer — has  been  subject  to  the  most  violent 
fluctuations,  usually  downward,  for  at  least  four  years.  Certain 
commodities,  such  as  the  basic  raw  materials,  have  a  definite 
ascertainable  value  practically  from  day  to  day  and  present  no 
serious  difficulty  other  than  that  of  locating  them ;  but  machinery 
and  merchandise  generally  under  the  conditions  which  have  pre- 
vailed during  the  past  three  or  four  years  present  problems  in 
valuation  for  taxation  that  are  most  perplexing.  To  determine 
the  proper  value  at  which  to  assess  machinery  in  perfect  run- 
ning order  but  which  has  not  been  operated  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  when  there  appears  no  immediate  prospect  of  starting 
it  up  although  there  is  a  possibility  of  doing  so — when  there  is 
no  market  for  it  at  any  price  except  as  junk,  and  heavy  carrying 
charges  are  involved  and  depreciation  and  approaching  obso- 
lescence must  be  taken  into  account — presents  a  problem  over 
which  local  assessors,  usually  underpaid  and  ill-equipped,  with- 
out the  ordinary  office  appliances  and  with  entirely  inadequate 
clerical  assistance,  may  well  ponder;  and  it  is  certainly  to  their 
credit  that  they  have  done  so  well  under  such  adverse  conditions. 
There  are  other  classes  of  tangible  personalty  presenting  to  the 
assessor  difficulties  equal  to  if  not  greater  than  those  offered  by 
machinery,  which  is  used  here  merely  as  a  typical  illustration. 

:ible  Personal  Property 


The  local  assessed  valuation  of  intangibles  has  fallen  off  sharply 
as  was  to  be  expected  under  market  conditions  such  as  have 
prevailed  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report.  Five  munici- 
palities show  an  increase  in  the  valuation  of  this  class  of  prop- 
erty for  both  the  years  1931  and  1932  and  thirteen  show  a  de- 
crease in  both  years.  These  increases  with  one  exception  are  not 
large.  Twenty  municipalities  show  increases  in  1931  over  1930 
and  eighteen  show  decreases  in  that  year.  In  one  municipality 
there  was  no  change.  Ten  municipalities  gained  in  1932  and 
twenty-nine  lost.  The  losses  in  1932  are  substantial,  amounting 
to  more  than  forty-one  million  dollars. 
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This  class  of  property  is  naturally  the  most  elusive  and  doubt- 
less large  amounts  of  it  do  not  find  the  way  to  the  tax  rolls; 
but  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  substantial  revenues  from  in- 
tangibles are  collected  at  the  source,  the  showing  is  not  at  all 
discouraging.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however,  that  improved 
methods  of  assessment  and  more  energy  on  the  part  of  local 
assessors  would  materially  improve  the  situation. 

Local  Tax  Rates 

The  total  assessment  of  local  taxes  was  $28,789,300.68  in  1931 
and  $28,438,983.69  in  1932,  a  decrease  of  $350,316.99  or  1.22% 
from  1931.  In  twenty-five  municipalities  there  was  indicated  less 
revenue  from  local  taxation  in  1932  than  in  1931  and  in  fourteen 
an  increase  was  indicated. 

Local  tax  rates  on  real  estate  and  tangible  personalty  re- 
mained fairly  constant  in  1931  and  1932,  twenty-six  municipali- 
ties having  the  same  rate  in  both  years.  Four  raised  their  rates 
in  1932  and  nine  reduced  them.  Four  municipalities  imposed  the 
maximum  rate  allowed  by  statute  in  1931  and  three  in  1932.  The 
lowest  rate  imposed  is  $1.20  per  $100  and  is  enjoyed  jointly  by 
three  municipalities — Little  Compton,  Middletown  and  Ports- 
mouth. 

These  t^x  rates  are  not  particularly  significant,  but  it  should 
be  noted  that  only  three  municipalities  found  it  necessary  to 
impose  the  maximum  statutory  rate  of  $2.50  per  $100  in  1932, 
notwithstanding  the  insistent  claims  made  by  city  and  town 
officials  that  there  was  insufficient  revenue  to  take  care  of  the 
local  situation  in  the  usual  manner. 

These  tax  rates  when  compared  with  those  of  1911  (see  Table 
X)  are  worthy  of  consideration.  The  highest  tax  rate  imposed 
in  1911  was  $1.70  and  that  was  imposed  by  but  one  municipality. 
The  lowest  rate  was  $.60,  and  six  municipalities  imposed  rates 
less  than  $1.00.  The  average  rate  was  $1.46  per  $100.  In  1932 
but  six  municipalities  had  rates  lower  than  the  maximum  rate 
applied  in  1911.  All  had  increased  their  rates  and  the  average 
was  $2.35  per  $100. 
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If  these  rates  are  translated  into  revenue  it  is  shown  that 
local  revenues  from  property  taxes  have  increased  from  $8,068,- 
489.45  in  1911  to  $28,438,983.69  in  1932  or  approximately  one  mil- 
lion dollars  annually.  Assessed  valuations  have  increased  from 
$551,664,952  to  $1,382,189,158.74  or  by  $830,524,206.74  during  the 
same  period,  or  approximately  two  and  one-half  times,  while 
local  taxes  have  increased  during  the  same  period  approximately 
three  and  one-half  times.  The  cost  of  municipal  government  in 
this  State  in  1911  was  $22,105.45  per  day  and  in  1932  it  was  %77r 
915.02,  which  reduced  to  an  hourly  basis  indicates  that  it  costs 
$2,325.40  an  hour  more  for  municipal  government  than  it  did 
twenty-one  years  ago. 

Public  expenditures  are  no  part  of  the  responsibilities  of  this 
department  but  it  is  quite  apparent  that  many  of  the  problems 
confronting  local  tax  officials  are  due  in  no  slight  degree  to  the 
rapidity  and  extent  to  which  demands  for  revenue  have  grown 
within  recent  years. 

Revaluations  and  Expert  Appraisals 

Under  the  Rhode  Island  statutes  local  assessors  are  charged 
with  the  duty  of  assessing  all  property  liable  to  taxation  at  its 
full  and  fair  cash  value,  and  the  presumption  is  that  the  assess- 
ment roll  reflects  such  value  of  the  taxable  property  of  each 
class  in  a  given  jurisdiction — land,  buildings  and  improvements, 
tangible  personalty  and  intangible  personalty.  This  presumption, 
of  course,  has  considerable  to  do  with  the  relationship  of  local 
tax  revenues  to  local  expenditure  requirements,  and  in  munici- 
palities where  there  develops  an  insufficiency  of  revenue  to  meet 
necessary  current  obligations  it  is  frequently  assumed  that  the 
tax-paying  ability  of  the  community  has  been  exhausted,  so  far 
as  property  taxes  are  concerned. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  has  repeatedly  commented 
in  previous  reports  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  means  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  local  assessors  for  effectively  performing  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  by  law.  It  also  has  frequently  urged 
the  desirability  of  undertaking  scientific  revaluations  of  prop- 
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erty  in  the  several  cities  and  towns.  It  deems  it  proper  now  to 
urge  this  as  a  necessity,  if  sound  and  effective  methods  are  to 
be  followed  in  the  effort  to  improve  the  condition  of  municipal 
finances.  Experience  everywhere  has  demonstrated  beyond  the 
possibility  of  successful  contradiction  that  systematic  revalua- 
tions of  taxable,  property  in  both  large  and  small  jurisdictions 
invariably  result  in  better  assessments  and  in  an  increase  not 
only  in  taxable  property  but  in  the  tax-paying  capacity  of  the 
jurisdiction  concerned,  and  not  infrequently  in  a  measure  of  re- 
lief to  those  taxpayers  in  greatest  need  of  relief  by  a  more  equit- 
able distribution  of  the  burden. 

Within  the  past  few  years  scientific  revaluations  have  been 
proposed  in  a  few  Rhode  Island  municipalities,  and  these  proposi- 
tions have  received  more  or  less  serious  consideration;  but  in 
most  cases  where  consideration  has  reached  the  point  of  ascer- 
taining the  cost  of  such  an  undertaking,  those  in  authority  have 
been  loathe  to  appropriate  the  necessary  funds  and  the  project 
has  died  a  natural  death. 

The  years  1931  and  1932,  however,  present  two  outstanding 
instances  of  what  can  be  achieved  by  carrying  such  an  under- 
taking through  to  final  accomplishment. 

The  City  of  Central  Falls  in  1931  undertook  a  scientific  revalu- 
ation in  that  city  with  somewhat  surprising  results.  The  city 
solicitor,  acting  under  authority  of  a  resolution  of  the  city 
council,  employed  a  firm  of  engineers  to  assist  the  assessors  in 
determining  the  full  and  fair  cash  value  of  the  buildings  and 
improvements  in  the  city.  Accompanied  by  one  of  the  assessors 
these  experts  made  detailed  memoranda  as  to  location,  dimen- 
sions, construction,  condition  and  apparent  age  of  each  build- 
ing. Making  due  allowance  for  depreciation,  and  using  a  method 
of  computation  agreed  upon  at  the  outset  they  determined  from 
this  data  the  sound  value  of  each  building. 

When  the  1931  tax  roll  of  the  City  of  Central  Falls  was  made 
up  it  was  found  that  the  total  assessed  valuation  of  all  classes 
of  property  in  the  city,  aggregating  $25,292,220  the  previous 
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year,  had  increased  to  $34,675,432 — a  gain  of  nearly  $10,000,000 
or  approximately  37  per  cent.  This  1931  valuation  was  reduced 
in  1932  by  oyer  two  and  one-quarter  millions  of  dollars,  due  to 
readjustments  and  necessary  decreases  in  the  valuation  of 
abandoned,  disused  or  partially  idle  manufacturing  plants — a  con- 
dition by  no  means  confined  to  that  city;  but  notwithstanding 
this  decrease  the  valuation  of  1932  was  still  more  than  $7,000,- 
000  greater  than  the  valuation  of  1930,  or  a  net  increase  for  the 
two-year  period  of  27.94  per  cent. 

The  assessment  of  1931  was  attacked  by  certain  taxpayers 
who  filed  a  bill  in  equity  against  the  city,  the  city  treasurer  and 
the  tax  collector  to  enjoin  the  collection  of  property  taxes  as- 
sessed in  that  year  on  the  ground  that  the  whole  assessment 
was  illegal.  They  alleged,  among  other  things,  that  the  assessors 
had  delegated  their  authority  to  experts  and  had  exercised  no 
independent  judgment  of  their  own  in  placing  values  upon  the 
different  parcels  of  property.  At  the  trial  of  the  case  in  the 
Superior  Court  a  decree  was  entered  dismissing  the  bill,  and 
an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  appeal  w^as  de- 
nied and  dismissed,  and  in  reviewing  the  case  the  court  in  its 
opinion  said  in  part : 

"Perhaps  most  of  the  original  computations  were  made  by  the 
experts,  but  the  assessors  worked  with  them  and  there  is  an 
abundance  of  evidence  that  they  passed  upon  and  agreed  to  the 
results  as  tabulated  upon  cards  preserved  in  the  office  of  the 
assessors.  For  each  parcel  a  separate  card  was  prepared  and 
the  value  of  the  land,  as  determined  by  the  assessors,  was  also 
placed  upon  the  card.  The  assessment  roll  was  made  up  from 
these  cards. 

"The  rescript  of  the  trial  justice  contains  a  finding  as  follows : 
'The  testimony  further  shows  that  the  assessors  examined  such 
cards  and  exercised  their  judgment  not  only  from  an  examina- 
tion of  such  cards  but  also  from  their  inspection  of  the  real 
estate  described  therein,  in  fixing  the  value  of  such  real  estate.' 
The  finding  of  said  justice  that  the  assessors  exercised  their  inde- 
pendent judgment  in  fixing  values  is  amply  supported  by  the 
evidence. 
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«' 


The  proceedings  for  assessing  a  tax  are  quasi- judicial,  and 
no  one  would  suggest  that  a  board  of  assessors  can  delegate  its 
authority,  but  assessors  have  the  right,  and  it  is  often  their 
duty,  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  experts  in  arriving  at  the  value 
of  certain  classes  of  property/' 

In  1932  a  revaluation  of  the  real  estate  in  the  Town  of  Cum- 
berland produced  results  equally  significant,  although  the  in- 
crease over  the  local  assessed  valuations  of  1931 — ^approximately 
27  per  cent — was  less  marked  than  in  the  case  of  Central  Falls. 

The  underlying  purpose  of  the  Cumberland  revaluation  was 
the  equalization  of  real  property  values,  the  recognized  neces- 
sity for  which  prompted  the  town  in  the  spring  of  1931  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  five  citizens  to  carry  out  such  an  under- 
taking. As  in  the  case  of  Central  Falls  the  services  of  a  firm  of 
outside  expert  appraisers  were  enlisted.  The  work  was  com- 
pleted and  the  result  placed  before  the  officials  of  the  town  for 
their  consideration  prior  to  the  1932  assessment.  It  was  found 
that  although  the  general  run  of  real  estate  in  Cumberland  had 
been  under-valued  by  approximately  20  per  cent,  manufacturing 
establishments  as  a  whole  had  been  over-valued  about  25  per 
cent;  so  that  while  the  application  of  scientific  revaluation 
methods  resulted  in  a  general  increase  of  some  27  per  cent,  the 
main  purpose — the  equalization  of  real  estate  values — was  ac- 
complished. 


The  increase  noted  is  not  discovered  in  a  comparison  of  the 
Cumberland  assessment  valuations  for  the  years  1931  and  1932, 
for  the  reason  that  the  town  authorities  decided  not  to  reflect 
the  entire  increase  in  the  1932  assessment  and  modified  the 
figures  determined  under  the  appraisal  by  approximately  20  per 
cent,  presumably  prompted  by  the  change  in  the  financial  town 
meeting  date  from  June  to  November,  and  by  the  fact  that 
appropriations  made  at  the  financial  town  meeting  in  June,  1932, 
were  for  the  period  from  April  30th  to  November  1st  of  that 
year,  and  not  for  a  twelve-month  period. 
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The  cost  to  the  City  of  Central  Falls  for  the  work  performed 
in  that  city  was  $16,000;  the  cost  to  the  Town  of  Cumberland 
approximately  $7,500 — litems  of  expense  which,  when  contem- 
plated by  themselves,  appear  substantial,  but  when  viewed  in 
the  light  of  the  results  achieved  become  of  slight  importance. 

A  serious  handicap  to  local  assessors  in  the  rural  districts  as 
well  as  in  some  of  the  more  populous  centers  is  the  lack  of  an 
adequate  system  of  office  records.  The  failure  to  make  provision 
for  installing  such  a  system  and  for  keeping  it  up  to  date  by 
necessary  revision  from  year  to  year  is  hardly  in  accord  with 
a  far-sighted  public  policy.  This  failure  results  invariably  in  in- 
different assessments  and  a  consequent  financial  loss  to  the 
municipality.  Assessors'  plats  or  tax  maps  in  some  of  these  juris- 
dictions are  unknown.  Land  areas  of  parcels  of  property  upon 
which  valuations  are  placed  year  after  year  can  be  only  approxi- 
mated, and  instances  of  parcels  of  rural  property  being  entirely 
overlooked  are  not  rare. 

Until  quite  recently  the  cost  of  mapping  a  municipality 
through  the  medium  of  an  engineering  survey  has  to  some  towns 
presented  a  formidable  obstacle  to  such  an  undertaking.  With 
the  development  of  aerial  mapping  to  a  point  of  considerable 
exactness  this  obstacle  is  from  a  practical  standpoint  now  large- 
ly removed,  and  assessors'  maps  developed  from  photographic 
prints  taken  at  an  elevation  of  one  thousand  feet  or  more  are  in 
successful  use  in  many  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  countrj-. 

The  attention  of  this  Board  was  recently  called  to  the  fact 
that  propositions  for  aerially  mapping  the  entire  State  have 
been  made  at  a  total  cost  which  places  the  acquisition  of  such 
maps  well  within  the  means  of  every  town  in  the  State.  This 
undertaking,  while  of  special  interest  to  assessors,  is  not  con- 
templated for  the  benefit  of  assessing  authorities  alone,  but  as 
a  potential  aid  in  developing  the  activities  of  several  State  de- 
partments, to  which  the  possession  of  maps  showing  agricultural 
lands,  waste  lands,  forest  areas,  highway  layouts  and  intersec- 
tions, metropolitan  park  areas  and  the  exact  location  of  water- 
ways, ponds  and  inlets  in  relation  to  surrounding  property  would 
be  of  advantage. 
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Situs  of  Intangible  Personalty 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  Chapter  59  of  the  General 
Laws  all  ratable  intangible  personal  property  is  taxable  to  the 
owner  in  the  town  where  he  shall  have  had  his  "actual  place  of 
abode"  for  the  larger  portion  of  the  twelve  months  next  pre- 
ceding the  first  day  of  April  in  each  year,  except  as  otherwise 
provided. 

Where  a  taxpayer  has  a  habitation  in  two  or  more  towns,  or 
changes  his  residence  from  one  town  to  another,  it  not  infre- 
quently happens  that  he  either  escapes  taxation  altogether  on 
his  intangible  personal  property  for  a  year  or  two,  or  finds  him- 
self assessed  on  this  class  of  property  in  more  than  one  juris- 
diction. 

One  reason  for  this  appears  to  be  the  failure  of  local  assessors 
to  distinguish  between  a  person's  domicile,  his  residence,  his 
home,  and  his  "actual  place  of  abode,"  as  defined  by  the  courts 
of  this  State.  The  language  of  the  statute  would  seem  to  be 
clear  and  the  practice  under  it  to  be  well  established ;  yet  it  ap- 
pears that  as  recently  as  the  spring  of  1932  the  courts  were  called 
upon  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  just  what  combination  of 
circumstances  surrounding  so  simple  a  thing  as  a  human  habi- 
tation shall  legally  determine. the  taxable  situs  of  a  person's  in- 
tangible property.  It  has  now  been  deternfiined  by  judicial  deci- 
sion that  neither  a  man's  domicile,  nor  his  residence,  nor  his 
home,  while  it  may  be  his  castle,  is  necessarily  the  place  where 
his  intangible  property  is  taxable,  unless  it  happens  to  be  in- 
vested with  the  physical  fact  of  his  actual  habitation,  or  actual 
place  of  abode,  for  the  required  statutory  period. 

In  rendering  its  decision  in  the  case  referred  to  the  Supreme 
Court  went  to  some  length  to  point  out  the  legal  differences 
between  these  terms  with  respect  to  their  bearing  upon  the 
taxable  situs  of  intangible  personal  property. 

"The  statute  making  a  person  taxable  on  his  personal  property 
at  the  place  where  he  has  his  actual  place  of  abode,"  said  the 
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court,  *'was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  distinction  be- 
tween residence  or  domicile  and  place  of  abode.  Intent  is  a  neces- 
sary factor  in  the  determination  of  a  person's  domicile.  A  per- 
son's actual  place  of  abode  is  dependent  upon  the  physical  fact  of 
an  actual  habitation.  His  intent  with  respect  to  the  place  where 
he  has  his  place  of  abode  is  immaterial.  He  may  intend  to  re- 
main there  only  temporarily,  but  if  he  has  an  actual  physical 
place  of  abode  in  a  city  or  town  for  the  larger  portion  of  the 
twelve  months  next  preceding  the  first  day  of  April,  it  is  in  that 
city  or  towti  that  he  is  liable  for  taxation  on  his  intangible 
personal  property." 

The  decision  cites  a  conclusion  reached  by  the  Supreme  Court 
in  a  case  decided  many  years  ago,  to  the  effect  that  the  iwrord 
"residence",  relating  to  the  qualification  of  voters  in  the  consti- 
tution, is  the  equivalent  of  "home"  or  "domicile"  and  is  not  used 
in  the  restricted  sense  of  actual  habitattion  or  abode.  This  deci- 
sion seems  to  make  it  clear  that  neither  a  person's  voting  resi- 
dence, nor  the  place  he  calls  his  home,  his  place  of  residence,  or 
his  domicile  has  any  conclusive  bearing  upon  the  situs  for  tax- 
ation of  his  intangible  personal  property,  but  that  the  sole  test 
in  determining  such  situs  is  the  physical  fact  of  an  actual  habi- 
tation for  the  major  portion  of  the  twelve  months  prior  to 
April  1st. 

Tax  Anticipation  Notes 

Municipal  borrowings  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  specifically 
authorized  under  Chapter  1617  of  the  Public  Laws  of  1930,  were 
subjected  to  some  minor  regulative  provisions  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  1932.  The  authority  originally  conferred  upon 
municipalities  to  issue  notes  for  this  purpose  laid  down  no  specific 
rule  for  distinguishing  such  obligations  from  other  current  obli- 
gations incurred  by  a  city  or  town.  The  General  Assembly  has 
now  prescribed  that  such  notes  shall  bear  upon  their  face  the 
notation  "issued  in  anticipation  of  taxes  assessed  as  of  June  15, 
19 — ",  and  also  that  when  such  notes  are  renewed  or  paid  by 
the  issue  of  new  notes,  such  new  notes  shall  bear  a  similar 
notation. 
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The  1930  act  imposed  upon  municipalities  hiring  money  for 
this  purpose  the  requirement-  that  they  should  assess  and  levy  a 
tax  in  each  financial  year  sufficient  to  provide  funds  for  the 
payment  of  all  such  unpaid  notes  theretofore  issued.  This  was 
modified  in  1932  by  a  provision  that  such  tax  should  be  sufficient 
to  provide  funds  for  the  payment  of  all  such  notes  "of  the  second 
preceding  financial  year." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that  the  interest 
burden  upon  municipalities  attributable  to  the  issue  of  tax  antici- 
pation notes  has  within  the  past  few  months  been  made  the 
subject  of  special  inquiry  in  some  of  the  states,  particularly  in 
the  other  New  England  states,  where  the  interest  requirements 
on  this  particular  class  of  borrowings  have  mounted  to  con- 
siderable sums  of  money.  The  importance  which  this  matter 
seems  rather  suddenly  to  have  assumed  is  apparently  due  to  the 
increased  rates  which  municipalities  are  required  to  pay  under 
present  conditions. 

In  Massachusetts,  for  example,  it  has  been  estimated  that 
interest  payments  on  loans  to  municipalities  in  anticipation  of 
taxes  amounted  to  something  over  $3/XX),0(X)  in  1930,  when 
money  was  available  at  a  low  rate,  while  in  1932,  due  to  higher 
rates  and  increased  borrowings,  these  interest  charges  were 
expected  to  run  well  over  $4,000,000.  The  estimated  annual  in- 
terest charge  on  this  class  of  borrowings  in  Connecticut  is  in 
excess  of  $1,000,000. 

In  some  municipalities  in  New  England  it  has  been  reported 
unofficially  that  current  rates  on  municipal  borrowings  in  antici- 
pation of  taxes  range  as  high  as  7%  to  8%.  Rates  in  Rhode 
Island  on  this  class  of  borrowings  have  not  reached  these 
figures,  although  they  have  advanced  somewhat.  Inquiries 
among  bank  officials  indicate  that  up  to  a  year  or  two  ago  the 
prevailing  interest  charges  on  tax  anticipation  notes  were  from 
4J4%  to  41^%,  and  in  cases  where  the  risk  was  considered  ex- 
ceptionally good  a  rate  of  4%  could  be  obtained. 
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Within  the  past  year,  however,  the  banks  in  this  State  seem 
to  have  adopted  the  point  of  view  of  the  New  York  and  Chicago 
bankers,  that  tax  anticipation  notes  under  present  conditions 
may  be  expected  to  run  beyond  the  period  covered  by  the  origrinal 
note,  and  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  being  in  the  category-  or 
class  of  real  estate  loans  and  should  be  issued  on  a  6%  interest 
basis;  although  loans  of  this  character  have  been  made  within 
the  past  year  in  Rhode  Island  as  low  as  5%,  where  the  financial 
status  of  a  municipality  stamped  it  as  an  exceptionally  good 
risk.  In  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  plans 
have  been  advocated  for  lessening  municipal  borro\%'ings  in 
anticipation  of  taxes  by  advancing  the  tax  year  so  that  it  could 
be  brought  to  coincide  more  nearly  with  the  fiscal  year.  This 
plan  seems  to  have  gained  considerable  support  among  the  tax 
administrators,  although  it  must  be  apparent  that  under  such 
a  method  the  necessary  funds  for  municipal  activities  will  come 
from  the  taxpayers  through  the  early  payment  of  taxes  instead 
of  from  interest  bearing  obligations. 


Tax  Delinquency 

The  problem  of  tax  delinquency,  which  is  developing  through- 
out the  country  with  increasing  seriousness,  was  approached  in 
this  State  in  1931  from  the  angle  of  an  attempt  to  effect  a 
revision  of  the  tax  collection  laws.  In  that  year  the  General 
Assembly  passed  an  act  creating  a  State  commission  of  three 
qualified  electors  to  draft  such  a  revision  and  report  the  result 
of  its  labors  to  the  General  Assembly  on  or  before  February  15, 
1932. 

Tax  collectors,  title  examiners  and  leading  members  of  the 
bar  are  in  agreement  that  the  statutes  prescribing  powers  to  the 
town  and  city  collectors  require  revision  in  several  respects.  The 
fundamental  provisions  of  existing  tax  collection  laws  in  Rhode 
Island  have  been  in  effect  without  material  change  since  1857, 
and  collectors  are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  adapt  the 
practice  imposed  by  the  existing  statute  to  present  day  condi- 
tions. 
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The  commission,  consisting  of  three  members  of  the  bar,  with 
the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  as  chairman, 
was  appointed  by  the  Governor  on  May  7,  1931.  Public  hearings 
were  held,  at  which  title  companies,  banking  institutions,  tax 
collectors,  city  and  town  solicitors  and  members  of  the  bar  were 
from  time  to  time  present  or  represented.  The  commission  made 
its  report  in  1932,  accompanied  by  an  act  designed  to  carry  its 
recommendations  into  effect.  The  act  failed  of  passage,  but  the 
prominence  which  the  whole  subject  of  tax  delinquency  has  as- 
sumed warrants  a  brief  reference  to  the  findings  of  this  com- 
mission and  the  legislative  program  suggested. 

The  commission  proposed  to  substitute  sales  of  liens  for  tax 
sales  of  real  estate  or  fractional  parts  thereof.  It  was  believed 
that  by  this  means  bidding  would  be  encouraged,  as  the  pur- 
chaser, instead  of  acquiring  something  which  he  could  make  little 
use  of  and  with  difficulty  dispose  of,  would  acquire  an  equity 
not  unlike  a  mortgage  which  he  could  turn  into  cash,  which 
would  carry  an  attractive  rate  of  interest,  and  which  could  be 
redeemed  upon  payment  of  the  amount  of  the  encumbrance  with 
interest.  It  was  also  believed  that  the  difficulties  encountered  in 
transferring  property  in  which  tax  titles  are  involved  would  thus 
be  removed,  while  full  ownership  and  control  of  his  property 
would  be  preserved  to  the  taxpayer,  subject  to  the  lien;  also 
that  making  the  purchase  of  liens  reasonably  attractive  and  safe 
for  an  investment  would  stimulate  the  prompt  payment  of  taxes, 
and  that  in  any  event  the  collector  would  be  able  to  close  his 
books  without  the  protracted  delay  now  unavoidable. 

There  is  in  Rhode  Island  a  continuing  accumulation  of  defec- 
tive land  titles  as  a  result  of  tax  sales  of  real  estate.  The  law 
requires  so  much  of  the  collector  in  the  matter  of  the  service 
of  notice  of  a  sale  to  all  parties  in  interest,  resident  and  non- 
resident, known  or  unknown,  that  there  is  a  constantly  growing 
list  of  properties  on  which  taxes  are  overdue  but  which  remain 
unsold  because  notice  cannot  be  given  as  required  by  law.  Also 
title  searchers  have  been  unwilling  to  give  a  certificate  of  title 
in  cases  where  tax  deeds  are  involved,  if  they  are  unable  to 
satisfy  themselves  that  all  steps  necessary  for  a  legal  tax  sale 
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have  been  taken.  They  have  felt  for  a  long  time  that  the  legal 
provisions  for  returns  made  by  collectors  in  cases  of  sales  are 
wholly  inadequate.  The  collector  is  required  to  make  a  return 
of  all  his  proceedings  under  oath  into  the  town  clerk's  office 
within  ten  days  after  sale,  which  return  shall  be  evidence  of  the 
facts  stated  therein ;  but  the  facts  manifestly  must  be  set  forth 
with  sufficient  completeness  to  satisfy  title  searchers,  and  if  any 
steps  in  the  proceedings  are  omitted  in  the  return  an  obstacle  to 
passing  title  is  at  once  presented.  This  situation  is  further  aggra- 
vated by  the  fact  that  the  statute  is  silent  as  to  the  details  of  the 
return  required  from  the  collector.  The  uncertainty  as  to  notice 
to  all  parties  interested,  where  there  are  heirs-at-law  and  parties 
residing  outside  the  state,  also  is  too  g^eat. 

The  commission  expressed  the  conviction  in  its  report  that  all 
these  difficulties  could  be  removed  if  the  tax  encumbrance,  rather 
than  the  real  estate  itself,  were  to  be  sold  in  the  form  of  a  lien 
and  the  lien  recorded,  with  due  provision  for  the  protection  of 
all  parties  in  interest  through  adjudication  by  a  judicial  tribunal, 
with  the  opportunity  for  their  day  in  court  in  accordance  with 
equitable  principles. 

To  quote  from  the  commission's  report :  "Nothing  more  than 
public  notice  should  be  required  of  a  tax  collector  who  is  at 
most  only  an  administrative  official.  His  only  concern  should  be 
with  the  collection  of  revenue  and  his  duties  made  as  simple  and 
effective  as  possible.  To  compel  him  to  give  the  notices  required 
under  the  present  law,  which  are  not  only  frequently  difficult 
but  many  times  impossible,  is  an  unnecessary  burden.  To  elimi- 
nate this  requirement  will,  morever,  command  greater  coopera- 
tion from  encumbrancers,  who  should  not  entirely  escape  all  ob- 
ligation of  seeing  that  taxes  due  from  property  which  is  the 
basis  of  their  security  are  paid.  An  encumbrancer's  responsibility 
should  be  co-extensive  with  his  security." 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  proposed  for  carrying  the 
commission's  recommendations  into  effect,  there  was  to  be  im- 
posed  upon  the  collector  the  simple  requirement  of  mailing  a 
notice  to  each  person  assessed  at  the  address  on  file  in  the  office 
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of  the  assessors;  where  no  address  had  been  filed  by  the  tax- 
payer the  notice  could  be  omitted;  furthermore  failure  by  the 
collector  to  send  or  by  the  taxpayer  to  receive  notice  would  not 
affect  any  proceedings  for  the  collection  of  the  tax.  In  com- 
mencing proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of  the  lien  the  col- 
lector would  be  required  to  advertise  his  intention  to  sell  tax 
liens  in  accordance  with  a  prescribed  form.  Two  months  there- 
after the  collector  would  offer  such  liens  for  sale  by  advertise- 
ment for  the  amount  of  the  tax,  plus  interest  due  and  the  costs 
of  sale,  accept  the  bid  of  the  person  first  tendering  the  full 
amount  thereof,  and  execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser  within 
ten  days  a  tax  lien  certificate,  also  in  accordance  with  a  pre- 
scribed form.  If  such  tax  lien  certificate  was  not  left  for  record 
in  the  land  records  of  the  town  within  sixty  days  the  lien  would 
be  deemed  to  be  discharged.  Liens  remaining  unsold  after  thirty 
days,  it  was  also  provided,  could  be  transferred  by  a  tax  lien 
certificate  to  the  town,  thereby  conferring  upon  the  town  the 
rights  and  duties  of  a  purchaser.  Tax  lien  certificates  were  to 
bear  interest  of  twenty  per  centum  per  annum,  were  to  be  made 
assignable,  and  the  owner,  whether  a  person  or  a  town,  would 
have  the  right  after  two  years  and  within  five  years  to  fore- 
close by  a  bill  in  equity.  It  was  provided  that  any  lien  could  be 
extinguished  before  foreclosure  by  payment  to  the  collector  of 
the  amount  due  plus  two  dollars  for  recordin'g  fees  and  a  certifi- 
cate of  payment.  Foreclosure  proceedings  were  to  follow  the 
course  of  equity  and  entitle  the  owner,  including  a  town,  to  a 
decree  for  the  sale  of  absolute  title  to  the  real  estate,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  court,  free  from  all  encumbrances  except  ease- 
ments and  restrictions. 

The  collection  of  personal  property  taxes  also  received  the  at- 
tention of  the  commission,  which  recommended  procedure  by 
suits-at-law. 

The  discussion  that  followed  the  presentation  of  the  com- 
mission's report  was  not  entirely  without  result.  The  General 
Assembly  in  1932  passed  an  act  providing  that  persons  acquir- 
ing property  through  a  tax  sale,  the  validity  of  title  to  which 
depends  upon  notice  of  any  kind,  may  clear  the  title  thereto 
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through  a  bill  in  equity  against  the  person  or  persons  whose 
title  or  interest  was  sold  out,  and  against  any  other  persons  that 
may  be  interested  on  account  of  such  sale,  provided  that  any 
statutory  period  of  redemption  must  have  expired  before  the 
bringing  of  such  bill.  In  order  to  maintain  suit  the  complainant 
is  required  at  his  own  cost  to  select,  with  the  approval  of  the 
court,  a  title  company  or  attorney  familiar  with  the  examination 
of  land  titles  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  examination  and 
depositing  an  abstract  of  title  with  the  court,  with  a  report  of 
the  status  of  the  title  and  a  list  of  the  parties  found  to  be  inter- 
ested and  who  should  be  made  parties  to  the  proceedings.  All 
such  parties  are  then  made  parties  respondent,  and  the  court 
orders  notice  issued  to  all,  as  if  the  proceedings  were  an  original 
bill  for  partition  of  real  estate.  The  proceedings  thereafter  fol- 
low the  course  of  equity  so  far  as  applicable,  and  the  court  de- 
termines the  validity  of  the  title  of  the  complainant,  and  any 
interest,  title  and  estate  it  may  find  other  parties  to  have  therein. 
The  court  may  remove  any  clouds  on  such  title,  and  all  decrees 
are  made  forever  binding  thereafter  upon  all  parties  in  interest. 

Another  act  was  passed  which  provides  that  whenever  execu- 
tion is  to  be  levied  upon  real  estate  the  serving  officer  shall  file 
a  copy  with  the  recorder  of  deeds,  who  shall  make  due  record 
of  all  the  circumstances,  and  that  the  filing  of  a  copy  in  this 
manner  shall  constitute  and  be  deemed  a  good  and  sufficient  levy 
upon  the  real  estate  or  any  interest  therein  described  and  set 
forth ;  and  that  in  case  of  failure  to  redeem  within  three  months, 
sale  at  public  auction  may  be  proceeded  with  by  the  officer 
charged  with  such  service,  and  a  deed  given  by  him  shall  vest 
in  the  purchaser  all  of  the  estate,  right  and  interest  which  the 
debtor  had  therein  at  the  time  the  levy  was  made. 

An  exhaustive  investigation  into  the  causes  and  extent  af  tax 
delinquency  throughout  the  country  was  undertaken  in  1932  by 
a  committee  of  the  National  Tax  Association,  headed  by  Pro- 
fessor Fred  R.  Fairchild  of  the  department  of  political  economy 
of  Yale  University.  In  a  report  made  to  the  National  Tax  Con- 
ference at  Columbus,  Ohio,  last  September  this  committee  com- 
mented on  the  paucity  of  statistics  and  the  unreliability  of  pub- 
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lished  information  indicating  the  ratio  of  unpaid  taxes  to  total 
assessments  in  the  several  states;  but  enough  was  learned  to 
justify  an  estimate  running  far  into  the  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars,  for  the  country  as  a  whole^  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  uncollected  taxes  now  outstanding  locally  and  repre- 
senting an  accumulation  of  the  past  five  years  would  pass  the 
two-billion  mark. 

After  discussing  the  various  forms  of  tax  collection  in  opera- 
tion in  the  different  states,  this  committee  in  its  report  inclines 
to  the  tax  sale  method  in  preference  to  the  tax  lien  foreclosure 
method;  although  it  points  out  the  advantage,  under  the  latter 
proceeding,  that  the  purchaser  obtains  a  title  which  cannot  be 
attacked  and  secures  a  property  which  may  be  mortgaged  and 
which  a  title  company  will  insure. 

Cancellatioii  of  Uncollectible  Taxes 

The  General  Assembly  in  1931  passed  an  act  authorizing  all 
local  taxing  jurisdictions  to  cancel  uncollectible  personal  property 
taxes  in  cases  where  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  mistake  in 
assessing  a  tax,  an  illegal  assessment,  or  where  no  property  or 
estate  or  interest  therein  could  be  found  within  the  State. 

The  purpose  of  this  act«was  twofold;  to  provide  some  warrant 
in  law  for  a  practice  of  long  standing  which  city  and  town 
authorities  have  been  following  generally  for  years,  and  to 
remove  the  necessity  for  municipalities  to  seek  this  authority 
under  special  acts  by  putting  all  local  taxing  jurisdictions  upon 
an  equal  footing  in  this  regard. 

Similar  powers  have  been  conferred  from  time  to  time  since 
1920  upon  seven  cities  and  towns  under  special  acts,  and  these 
powers  have  now,  under  the  general  act  of  1931,  been  extended 
to  all. 

The  machinery  provided  in  the  general  act  of  1931  requires 
that  the  body  cancelling  the  tax  shall  forthwith  certify  the  fact 
to  the  tax  collector,  who  shall  forthwith  attach  such  certifica- 
tion to  the  tax  list,  of  which  it  shall  thereupon  become  a  part, 
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and  shall  strike  the  cancelled  tax  from  the  list  or  correct  the 
amount  as  the  case  may  be.  The  liability  of  the  collector  and  the 
surety  on  his  bond  are  thereafter  to  be  measured  and  determined 
by  the  tax  list  as  amended. 

Installment  Payments 

Payment  of  local  taxes  by  installments  has  been  proposed  in 
Rhode  Island  as  elsewhere.  Various  bills  were  introduced  in  1932 
conferring  this  prerogative  upon  certain  municipalities.  When 
the  department  of  state  taxation  undertook  to  co-ordinate  these 
several  measures  into  a  general  act,  however,  it  was  discovered 
that  such  a  privilege  was  not  desired  by  all.  Some  municipali- 
ties were  opposed  to  the  suggestion  that  authority  of  this  char- 
acter should  be  conferred  generally,  as  they  would  then  be  con- 
fronted with  the  requirement  of  either  taking  advantage  of  it, 
and  allowing  installment  payments,  or  of  repudiating  it  entirely, 
regardless  of  the  feelings  of  the  taxpayers.  This  situation  result- 
ed in  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  only  such  towns  as  so  de- 
sired to  provide,  in  the  vote  ordering  the  tax,  for  installment 
payments  at  such  intervals  as  the  town  might  prescribe.  The 
names  of  the  towns  upon  which  this  privilege  was  conferred 
were  listed  in  the  act,  and  the  objections  above  described  w^ere 
thereby  overcome. 

Collection  of  State  Corporation  Taxes 

The  General  Treasurer,  who  is  by  law  the  collector  of  State 
taxes,  has  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  the  past  in  levy- 
ing effectively  upon  corporations  delinquent  in  the  payment  of 
corporate  excess  taxes  in  cases  where  there  is  no  physical  prop- 
erty, owing  to  the  impossibility  of  instituting  suits  by  attach- 
ment and  the  inadequacy  of  means  for  distraining  intangible 
property. 

Under  the  law  the  General  Treasurer  is  charged  with  the  duty 
of  proceeding  to  the  collection  of  corporate  excess  taxes  "in  the 
same  manner  and  with  the  same  powers  as  are  prescribed  for, 
and  given  to,  collectors  of  taxes  by  Chapter  62  of  the  General 
Laws." 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS.  45 

The  difficulties  encountered  by  collectors  of  taxes  generally 
under  the  insufficient  powers  conferred  by  the  existing  statute 
are  commented  upon  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  report;  and  it 
is  quite  generally  conceded  that  these  difficulties  will  not  be  suc- 
cessfully surmounted  until  those  provisions  of  the  collection  laws 
which  the  present  age  of  industrial  and  commercial  progress  has 
outgrown  have  been  brought  up  to  date. 

In  an  effort  to  strengthen  the  machinery  for  the  collection  of 
State  corporation  taxes  in  one  particular,  the  General  Assembly 
in  1931  enacted  a  law  designed  to  prevent  the  escape  of  corpo- 
rations from  paying  this  obligation  through  dissolution  proceed- 
ings. This  law  provides  that  no  decree  dissolving  a  corporation 
shall  be  entered  in  the  Superior  Court  until  all  State  corporation 
taxes  duly  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  shall 
have  been  paid.  The  receipt  of  the  General  Treasurer  or  of  the 
Attorney  Greneral  for  such  taxes  is  constituted  sufficient  evidence 
of  payment. 

Unemplojnnent  Relief 

Rhode  Island,  in  common  with  other  states,  has  been  called 
upon  during  the  past  two  years  to  take  serious  account  of  its 
revenue-producing  capacity  by  the  increasing  drain  upon  its 
resources  due  to  the  financing  of  measures  for  unemployment 
relief,  and  the  anticipated  depletion  in  revenues  resulting  from 
the  decrease  in  business  volume  and  deflated  property  values. 

While  the  position  of  the  State  has  been  in  some  respects  en- 
viable compared  with  that  of  many  of  its  neighbors,  in  that  it 
has  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  others  in  financing  public  im- 
provements and  meeting  current  expenditures  with  a  tax  limit 
law  prohibiting  a  higher  rate  than  two  and  one-half  per  centum 
of  full  and  fair  cash  value;  and  while  for  that  reason  the  hue 
and  cry  over  the  relative  tax  burden  imposed  upon  real  estate 
has  had  perhaps  less  cause  for  justification  in  Rhode  Island  than 
in  many  places  elsewhere;  yet  it  has  become  increasingly  ap- 
parent that  if  existing  conditions  do  not  soon  show  signs  of 
substantial  improvement,  some  definite  provision  for  the  de- 
mands of  the  immediate  future  must  be  devised. 
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In  the  fall  of  1931,  following  the  assessment  of  local  taxes  as 
of  June  iSth  of  that  year,  the  necessity  for  supplementing  the 
revenues  anticipated  from  municipal  taxes  to  meet  the  unem- 
ployment emergency  in  the  larger  centres  of  population  assumed 
paramo.unt  importance.  Local  tax  collections  fell  off  somewhat, 
as  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  and  this  seemed  to  aggravate 
an  already  acute  situation.  Borrowings  by  those  municipalities 
in  greatest  need  were  possible  only  at  comparatively  high  in- 
terest rates.  Many  of  the  rural  communities  were  not  faced  with 
this  difficulty,  and  were  in  a  position  to  extend  public  aid  wher- 
ever required,  which  they  have  continued  to  do;  but  this  fact 
only  served  to  accentuate  the  plight  of  some  of  the  industrial 
centres. 

In  this  contingency  the  Governor  called  upon  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners  to  devise  some  plan  for  the  relief  of  those 
municipalities  in  need  of  financial  assistance.  On  November  4, 
1931,  the  Governor  addressed  an  official  communication  to  the 
Board,  predicated  upon  a  proposal  for  the  financing  of  municipal 
relief  programs  by  the  State,  and  involving  the  employment  by 
the  State  of  special  sources  of  revenue  to  raise  the  funds  re- 
quired in  addition  to  the  established  sources  relied  upon  for  capi- 
tal and  current  expenditures.  The  Governor  requested  the  Board 
to  suggest  specific  means  for  raising  such  additional  funds  by 
the  imposition  of  special  taxes,  so  levied  as  to  result  in  as  little 
burden  as  possible,  "without  disrupting  or  adversely  affecting 
our  present  system  of  State  taxation" ;  also  to  embody  such  sug- 
gestions in  drafts  of  bills  prepared  in  suitable  form  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  General  Assembly  "during  the  early  days  of  the  ses- 
sion commencing  in  January,  1932." 

Two  weeks  later,  through  the  contacts  of  its  members  with 
tax  administrators  and  economists  throughout  the  country,  this 
Board  was  able  to  hand  to  the  Governor  a  completed  bill  designed 
to  raise  the  supplemental  revenue  which,  according  to  esti- 
mates at  that  time  believed  warranted,  would  be  required 
over  a  period  of  three  years.  In  its  report  to  the  Governor  ac- 
companying the  bill,  dated  November  17th,  the  Board  rcccnn- 
mended  the  creation  of  a  State  Unemployment  Relief  Commis- 
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sion  to  supervise  expenditures  of  State  funds  supplied  to  the 
several  municipalities,  the  extension  of  authority  to  municipali- 
ties to  borrow  on  their  notes  an  amount  equal  to  two-tenths  of 
one  per  centum  of  their  assessed  valuation  from  the  State,  and 
a  series  of  luxury  taxes  on  tobacco  products,  soft  drinks  and 
amusements,  together  with  a  tax  on  daily  balances  in  commer- 
cial banks — ^all  at  low  rates.  While  designing  the  new  taxing 
machinery  as  directed  the  Board  called  attention  to  certain 
phases  of  the  economic  situation  which  in  its  opinion  made  the 
advisability  of  imposing  any  new  taxes  open  to  question,  and 
suggested  in  lieu  thereof  the  financing  of  the  proposed  relief 
program  from  funds  available  in  the  general  treasury.  The  text 
of  this  report  follows: 

To  His  Excellency,  Norman  S.  Case,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations : 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  communication  of 
November  4th  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  submits  herewith  the  draft 
of  a  bill  for  an  act,  compiled  in  collaboration  with  the  Law  Revision  Com- 
missioner, providing  for: — 

1.  The  creation  of  a  State  Unemployment  Relief  Commission  with  the 
necessary  duties  imposed  and  sufficient  authority  conferred  to  effectively 
supervise  the  expenditures  of  state  funds  supplied  the  several  municipalities 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

2.  Making  available  state  funds  for  assisting  the  several  municipalities 
in  caring  for  the  unemployed  during  the  present  emergency. 

3.  The  imposition  of  four  separate  taxes  designed  to  produce  $1,500,000 
in  revenue  within  three  years,  and  imposing  upon  the  Board  of  Tax  Com- 
missioners the  necessary  duties  and  conferring  sufficient  authority  for  the 
proper  administration  of  the  act. 

The  State  Unemplo)rment  Relief  Commission  is  composed  of  the  Bank 
Commissioner  as  chairman,  the  State  Commissioner  of  Finance  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  all  serving  ex-officio  and 
without  compensation  for  such  services.  The  duties  prescribed  for  the 
Commission  include  the  supervision  and  coordination  of  the  activities  of 
the  several  local  directors  of  public  aid  to  the  end  that  unnecessary  delay 
and  duplication  of  effort  shall,  so  far  as  possible,  be  avoided  and  that,  all 
being  advised  from  the  same  source,  a  well  directed  unified  system  of  relief 
may  be  promptly  and  effectively  organized  and  put  in  operation.  The  neces- 
sary authority  to  make  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  expenditure 
of  funds  received  from  the  state  treasury,  the  manner  in  which,  and  to 
whom,  employment  is  to  be  given,  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  and  the 
number  of  hours  constituting  a  day's  work,  are  covered  in  the  act,  and 
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it  is  provided  that  the  Commission  may  also,  within  fixed  limits,  determine 
the  amount  which  any  municipality  may  borrow  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act. 

Checks  and  safeguards  are  provided  to  the  end  that  expenditures  may 
be  followed  up  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  state  and  the  municipalities. 
Provision  is  made  for  clerical  assistants,  traveling  expenses  and  the  other 
necessary  expenditures  incident  to  the  duties  required  of  the  Commission 
and  the  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is  recom- 
mended for  the  expenses  of  the  Commission. 

The  several  municipalities  are  authorized  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
to  borrow  two-tenths  of  one  per  centum  of  their  assessed  valuation,  as  re- 
turned to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  and  to  issue  their  notes  there- 
for with  the  approval  of  the  Unemployment  Relief  Commission.  It  is  pro- 
vided that  the  General  Treasurer  shall  purchase  the  notes  when  so  ap- 
proved, the  rate  of  interest  to  be  fixed  by  the  Commission  but  not  to  be 
more  than  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and  the  General  Treasurer  is  also 
authorized  to  use  such  state  funds  as  are  available  for  the  purpose.  It  is 
the  intent  of  the  act  to  provide  the  municipalities  with  the  authority  for 
and  means  of  borrowing  within  definite  limits  with  the  approval  of  the 
Commission  and  also  to  make  the  funds  immediately  available  at  low  in- 
terest rates. 

Three  of  the  four  bases  selected  upon  which  to  impose  taxes  are  luxuries 
— tobacco  products,  soft  drinks,  so-called,  and  amusements.  The  rate  of 
taxation  is  low  as  compared  with  those  of  other  states  and  the  Federal 
government  employing  such  taxes  as  a  regular  source  of  revenue,  and  not 
as  distinctly  emergency  measures  as  in  this  case. 

The  fourth  base  selected  is  the  deposits  of  individuals  in  banking  insti- 
tions  other  than  savings  and  participation  accounts,  properly  considered 
in  the  general  scheme  of  taxation  in  this  State  as  intangible  personalty 
upon  which  class  of  property,  with  certain  limitations,  a  tax  is  now  imposed 
at  the  flat  rate  of  four  dollars  per  one  thousand  dollars.  Savings  and  par- 
ticipation accounts  are  positively  reached  at  present  by  collecting  the  tax 
at  the  source  from  the  banking  institution  having  the  account.  The  in- 
tangible value  of  corporations  is  taxed  and  the  tax  positively  collected  at 
the  source  either  by  means  of  the  corporate  excess  tax  in  the  case  of 
manufacturing,  mercantile  and  business  corporations  or  by  a  gross  earnings 
tax  in  the  case  of  public  utilities,  and  the  individual  holder  of  the  securities 
of  these  corporations  is  not  liable  to  further  taxation  thereon. 

The  tax  imposed  upon  the  deposits  of  individuals  is  an  extension  of  the 
principle  of  taxation  at  the  source  already  applied  to  other  classes  of  in- 
tangibles and  it  makes  the  collection  of  the  tax  more  positive  than  by  the 
present  system  under  which  most  of  these  deposits  escape  taxation  alto- 
gether. It  imposes  no  additional  burden  upon  the  property  or  the  owner 
than  is  contemplated  under  our  present  law;  it  does,  however,  make  the 
collection  of  the  tax  positive,  and  the  act  provides,  as  in  other  cases  of 
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taxation  at  the  source,  that  no  other  tax  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  prop- 
erty or  the  owner  on  account  of  such  ownership. 

The  rate  of  taxation  imposed  upon  this  class  of  property  because  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  assessed  and  collected  monthly  is  fixed  at  three  dollars  and 
sixty  cents  per  one  thousand  dollars  instead  of  four  dollars,  the  flat  rate 
applied  to  other  intangibles,  and  the  tax  is  not  imposed  on  deposits  of  less 
than  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  reason  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
no  interest  is  paid  by  banking  institutions  on  commercial  accounts  of  less 
than  five  hundred  dollars,  while  on  amounts  less  than  one  hundred  dollars 
not  only  is  no  interest  paid  but  a  charge  is  made  for  caring  for  the  account. 

All  four  of  the  taxes  imposed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  are  pay- 
able monthly  and  collected  at  the  source,  which  might  be  objected  to  if 
the  taxes  were  designed  to  be  a  permanent  part  of  our  revenue  system,  but 
as  they  are  emergency  measures,  and  the  imposition  of  the  tax  ceases  upon 
proclamation  by  the  Governor  as  soon  as  the  emergency  has  passed,  such 
inconvenience  as  may  be  experienced  will  be  more  than  compensated  for 
by  the  ease  of  adjustment  when  the  taxes  are  no  longer  in  force. 

The  difficulties  of  administration  do  not  appear  to  be  very  great;  the 
geog^phical  limits  of  the  state  lend  themselves  readily  to  a  centralized 
system  of  supervision  and  collection  and  no  insurmountable  difficulties  are 
anticipated. 

The  clerical  force  of  the  Department  of  State  Taxation  as  at  present 
organized  will  be  insufficient  to  properly  handle  the  additional  work  im- 
posed and  it  will  be  necessary  to  augment  it,  and  it  will  also  be  necessary 
for  the  Department  to  employ  field  agents  to  see  that  the  provisions  of 
the  act  are  complied  with.  An  appropriation  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for 
this  purpose  is  therefore  recommended  for  the  remainder  of  the  current 
fiscal  year. 

In  submitting  this  report  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  feels  that  it 
should  take  cognizance  of  certain  phases  of  the  economic  situation  which 
make  the  advisability  of  imposing  any  new  taxes  at  this  time  open  to 
question. 

This  view  of  the  matter  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  considers  suffi- 
ciently serious  to  warrant  it  in  suggesting,  as  an  alternate  program  for  pro- 
viding relief,  the  passage  of  legislation  permitting  the  state  to  finance  such 
a  program  from  funds  now  and  from  time  to  time  available  in  the  general 
treasury.  The  Board  therefore  has  taken  the  liberty  of  transmitting  also 
with  this  report,  an  act  designed  to  carry  a  relief  program  into  effect  along 
this  line. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Zenas  W.  Bliss, 
Frank  F.  Davis, 
Edward  L.  Leahy, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
Providence,  R.  L,  November  17,  1932. 
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At  a  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  called  by  the 
Governor  and  convening  on  November  24,  1931,  the  latter  sug- 
gestion was  adopted,  and  a  State  Unemployment  Relief  Com- 
mission was  created,  consisting  of  the  Bank  Commissioner,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  and  the  General 
Treasurer,  with  authority  to  lend  to  the  municipalities  such  avail- 
able funds  of  the  State  as  could  be  spared  for  financing  their 
relief  work  up  to  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent  of  the  total  taxable  * 
property  in  the  municipality  in  each  case,  on  notes  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quar- 
terly. 

At  the  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1932,  how- 
ever, a  permissive  act  was  passed  authorizing  cities  and  towns 
still  in  need  of  additional  resources  for  their  relief  activities  to 
impose,  within  their  jurisdictions,  taxes  on  any  or  all  of  the  fol- 
lowing: Admissions  in  excess  of  fifty  cents,  meals  in  excess  of 
one  dollar,  residential  telephone  exchange  service,  residential 
gas  service,  and  residential  electric  service.  Cities  and  towns 
were  also  empowered  to  assess  in  1932  a  tax  of  ten  cents  per 
$100  on  the  taxable  intangible  property  within  their  jurisdictions, 
in  addition  to  the  statutory  uniform  rate  of  forty  cents ;  also  to 
increase  their  borrowings  up  to  one-sixth  of  one  per  cent  of  their 
total  taxable  property. 

The  prevailing  sentiment  in  the  municipalities  affected  was  all 
for  a  program  of  exclusive  state  financing;  but  the  General  As- 
sembly took  the  view  that,  as  the  necessity  for  State  aid  was 
not  universal  among  the  cities  and  towns,  the  burden  should  in 
each  case  be  assumed  by  the  municipality  concerned,  and  that 
the  State  would,  for*the  time  being  at  least,  limit  its  participa- 
tion to  the  financing  of  relief  undertakings  by  loans  so  far  as 
possible,  and  by  conferring  upon  cities  and  towns  authority  to 
impose  special  taxes  within  their  separate  jurisdictions  if  they 
so  desired.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  only-  one  munici- 
pality has,  up  to  the  present  time,  made  use  of  the  special  taxes 
permitted  under  this  act,  and  resort  in  this  case  has  been  made 
only  to  the  imposition  of  the  increased  rate  of  ten  cents  per  $100 
on  intangible  property. 
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-Municipal  Asreemcnts 

The  manner  in  which  the  assessment  of  property  owned  by 
one  municipality  and  located  in  another  shall  be  approached  is 
commanding  some  attention  in  Rhode  Island  as  in  other  states. 
The  agreement  entered  into  by  the  City  of  Providence  with  the 
Tcrwn  of  Scituate  in  connection  with  its  reservoir  property  in 
that  town  was  referred  to  in  a  previous  report.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  in  1929  the  General  Assembly  by  special  act  con- 
ferred authority  upon  these  two  municipalities  to  fix  by  agree- 
ment the  valuation  of  this  property  for  purposes  of  taxation  by 
the  Town  of  Scituate  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

In  1931  the  General  Assembly  enacted  a  general  statute  mak- 
ing the  provisions  of  this  special  act  applicable  to  all  cities  and 
towns  owning  ratable  property  devoted  to  public  use,  and  lo- 
cated within  another  municipality.  This  law  provides  that  any 
such  agreement,  entered  into  from  time  to  time  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  five  years,  shall  be  signed  by  the  commissioner  of 
public  works  or  like  officer  on  behalf  of  cities  and  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  town  council  on  behalf  of  towns.  If  no  such  agree- 
ment is  executed,  a  city  or  town  owning  ratable  property  for 
public  purposes  in  any  other  municipality  has  no  relief  under 
the  terms  of  this  statute,  and  is  permitted  to  set  up  no  defense 
at  law  or  in  equity,  on  account  of  any  assessed  valuation  which 
may  hereafter  be  placed  upon  such  property,  or  the  tax  rate,  or 
the  amount  of  tax  assessed,  so  long  as  the  tax  remains  unpaid, 
or  any  relief  from  or  defense  to  any  indebtedness  thus  created 
unless  the  tax  shall  have  been  paid  in  full  when  due. 

Reciprocal  Inheritance  Tax  Legislation 

The  General  Assembly  in  1932  added  a  reciprocal  provision  to 
the  estate  and  inheritance  tax  law  in  line  with  similar  provisions 
adopted  by  some  other  states  and  which  it  is  expected  will  be 
duplicated  by  still  others  in  1933.  This  legislation  is  designed  to 
make  it  impossible  for  estates  of  hon-resident  decedents  to  be 
probated  and  distributed  in  a  reciprocal  state  until  all  claims  of 
the  state  of  domicile  on  account  of  estate  or  inheritance  taxes 
shall  have  been  satisfied. 
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If  this  or  similar  legislation  is  enacted  generally  by  the  states 
it  will  not  be  possible  for  an  executor  or  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  a  Rhode  Island  decedent,  for  example,  to  remove  the 
assets  of  the  estate  beyond  this  jurisdiction  and  proceed  to  ad- 
minister and  distribute  the  estate  under  the  laws  of  some  other 
state.  Instances  of  this  character  have  not  been  uncommon,  and 
in  many  such  cases  it  has  been  impossible  for  the  state  of 
domicile  to  collect  inheritance  taxes  justly  due  it  on  account  of 
the  impossibility  of  reaching  either  the  assets  or  the  custodian 
of  the  estate,  and  of  preventing  or  delaying  its  distribution  and 
the  final  discharge  of  the  custodian  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction. 

The  statutory  provision  for  preventing  such  a  procedure  re- 
quires an  executor  or  administrator  appointed  in  Rhode  Island, 
for  example,  in  the  estate  of  a  non-resident  decedent,  to  file 
proof  with  the  probate  court  here  that  all  death  taxes  due  the 
state  of  domicile  have  been  paid  or  secured,  together  with  any 
interest  or  penalties  that  may  have  accrued.  Such  proof  may  be 
in  the  form  of  a  certificate  issued  by  the  official  charged  with 
the  administration  of  death  tax  laws  in  the  state  of  domicile. 
In  the  event  of  failure  to  file  such  proof  with  the  probate  court 
here  it  is  provided  that  such  official  of  the  state  of  domicile  shall 
be  notified  and  furnished  with  the  name,  date  of  death,  and  last 
domicile  of  the  decedent,  the  name  and  address  of  the  executor 
or  administrator,  a  summary  of  values  of  the  various  classes  of 
property  belonging  to  the  estate,  and  the  fact  that  the  required 
proof  above  described  has  not  been  filed.  The  state  of  domicile 
may  thereafter  petition  the  probate  court  here  for  an  account- 
ing, upon  the  filing  of  which  petition  the  probate  court  is  direct- 
ed to  decree  the  remission  of  the  remaining  assets  of  the  estate 
to  a  fiduciary  appointed  by  the  state  of  domicile.  An  executor  or 
administrator  is  barred  from  the  right  to  a  final  accounting  or 
discharge  in  any  probate  court  in  Rhode  Island  until  the  require- 
ments above  described  have  been  fulfilled.  This  statute  is,  of 
course,  operative  only  with  respect  to  those  states  enacting  simi- 
lar reciprocal  provisions. 

Another  amendment  made  to  the  inheritance  tax  law  in  1931 
is  of  interest  only  from  a  fiscal  standpoint.  When  additional  rates 
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were  imposed  to  take  advantage  of  the  80%  credit  clause  of  the 
Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1926,  provision  was  made  that  all  re- 
ceipts from  these  special  rates  should  be  applied  to  capital  ex- 
penditures only,  or  in  the  purchase  of  outstanding*  State  bonds 
at  a  price  which  would  yield  an  income  of  not  less  than  four  per 
cent.  Under  the  1931  amendment  the  requirement  of  a  four  per 
cent  return  upon  such  purchases  was  eliminated,  and  the  pur- 
chase price  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  General  Treasurer 
with  the  approvctl  of  the  Governor  and  the  State  Commissioner 
of  Finance. 

Fiscal  Policies 

Mounting  public  expenditures  and  the  resulting  confusion  in 
the  field  of  taxation,  with  their  inevitable  concomitants  of  ex- 
cessive rates,  which  are  drying  up  sources  of  public  revenue: 
over-lapping  jurisdictions,  which  foster  pyramiding  and  encour- 
age attempts  at  evasion;  ever-increasing  disparities  between  the 
exemption-favored  and  the  tax-paying,  which  are  continually  im- 
posing heavier  burdens  upon  the  latter ;  and  the  depressing  effect 
of  super-exactions  upon  industry  and  commerce — state-wide, 
nation-wide  and  international — are  all  stimulating  a  serious  and 
widely  influential  movement  for  the  determination  and  adoption 
of  a  basic  fiscal  policy  which  will  ultimately  point  the  road  to 
sanity,  conservatism  and  comity  in  the  scope,  conduct  and  financ- 
ing of  governmental  activities. 

A  striking  manifestation  of  this  trend  is  seen  in  the  course 
entered  upon  by  the  New  England  Council,  indicative  of  the 
recognized  leading  civic  thought  in  the  Elastern  states.  In  1931 
the  cooperation  of  the  tax  administrators  in  New  England  was 
invoked  by  this  organization  in  laying  down  a  concrete  program, 
in  the  form  of  a  composite  statement  of  principles,  which  would 
reflect  the  views  of  fiscal  governmental  agencies  as  to  a  general 
policy  to  be  advocated  and  course  of  action  to  be  pursued.  The 
resulting  statement,  issued  under  date  of  November  20,  1931, 
and  submitted  on  that  date  at  the  meeting  of  the  community  de- 
velopment section  of  the  New  England  Conference  at  Boston, 
was  signed  by  the  heads  of  the  tax  departments  of  each  of  the 
six  New  England  States: 
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Statement  of  Principles 

**The  New  England  State  Tax  Officials  will  unanimously  endorse  any 
movement  which  will  tend  to  bring  to  the  realization  of  the  people  the 
need  of  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  government  by  eliminating  activities  which 
may  without  harm  be  dispensed  with  during  the  present  emergency.  It  is 
our  belief  that  there  should  be  a  return  to  the  fundamental  principles  re- 
specting the  raising  of  revenue  for  government  which  when  violated  surely 
bring  revenue  requirements  to  a  point  where  it  is  dangerous  as  well  as 
difficult  to  obtain  by  taxation  the  funds  necessary  to  meet  the  demand. 
There  is  now  a  demand  for  revenue  greater  than  can  be  satisfied  in  ab- 
normal times  when  the  base  upon  which  the  tax  structure  rests  has  shrunk 
because  of  economic  conditions.  It  is  fundamental  that  conununities  like 
individuals  have  a  limited  tax  paying  ability  and  if  governments  go  beyond 
that  point  there  will  result  confiscation  of  property  or  the  crippling  of 
enterprise.  This  condition  is  manifest  in  shrinking  values  in  property  ordi- 
narily subject  to  taxation,  whether  expressed  by  real  estate,  by  industrial 
or  commercial  activities,  or  by  securities  or  income.  If  to  meet  new  condi- 
tions it  is  impossible  to  apply  the  proper  remedy,  reducing  the  expenses 
of  government,  the  tax  base  must  be  broadened  to  meet  the  new  conditions. 
Taxes  should  be  at  low  rates  designed  to  fall  upon  a  large  number  of 
people,  collection  should  be  feasible,  and  the  provisions  for  payment  made 
as  convenient  as  possible." 

This  was  in  November,  1931.  In  June,  1932,  the  New  England 
Council  and  its  community  development  committee  assembled 
to  further  consider  this  problem.  Prior  to  this  meeting  the  heads 
of  the  state  tax  departments  were  requested  to  communicate 
their  impressions  with  respect  to  any  improvement  in  conditions 
resulting  from  the  effort  to  effect  a  reduction  in  public  expendi- 
tures in  the  New  England  states  and  communities.  Repl)ring  to 
this  request  the  Board,  speaking  through  its  chairman,  ventured 
the  opinion  that  the  undertaking  would  hardly  be  aided  by  a  re- 
cital of  progress  made  in  this  State ;  that  while  conditions  were 
admittedly  acute  to  an  extent  which  should  command  serious 
and  disinterested  attention,  attempts  at  their  improvement 
seemed  to  be  confined  to  sporadic  gestures  of  economy,  generally 
in  directions  where  popular  protest  might  be  expected  to  be 
least  noticeable  and  most  easily  subdued ;  that  apparently  a  stage 
of  acuteness  had  not  yet  been  reached  where  the  separate  units 
of  government  were  ready  to  shoulder  their  share  of  responsi- 
bility and  embark  upon  a  sound  and  stable  policy,  either  by  cur- 
tailing those  activities  which  under  existing  conditions  they 
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could  do  without  or  by  making  provision  for  financing  them  if 
they  were  to  continue;  and  that  seemingly  only  a  thoroughly 
aroused  public  sentiment,  reinforced  by  a  determination  either  to 
do  without  those  luxuries  of  government  to  which  the  people 
have  become  accustomed  or  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  enjoying 
them,  could  accomplish  the  result  desired. 

A  year  later,  on  November  18,  1932,  in  response  to  a  request 
from  the  same  source,  the  heads  of  the  New  England  state  tax- 
ing departments  again  joined  in  a  statement  along  lines  similar 
to  the  original,  expressing  the  conviction  that  only  through  an 
intelligently  directed  educational  campaign  could  the  situation 
threatening  many  municipalities  be  stayed  and  local  govern- 
mental disaster  averted. 


Federal  and  State  Tax  Overlaps 

On  August  4th,  1932,  Hon.  Fred  M.  Vinson,  chairman  of  a 
Congressional  sub-committee  on  double  taxation  appointed  by 
the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  undertook  to  secure 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  administrative  officials  of  the 
several  states  as  to  the  relationship  which  should  obtain  between 
Federal  and  state  systems  of  taxation. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Governor,  presumably  identical  in 
substance  with  communications  sent  to  the  other  states,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  questions  often  arose  in  Congress  as  to  the 
effect  of  new  taxes  imposed  by  the  Federal  government  on 
the  tax  systems  of  the  states  and  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Federal 
government  entering  fields  of  taxation  already  occupied,  and 
that  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  with  which  Federal  rev- 
enue legislation  originates,  found  itself  with  insufficient  data  to 
answer  these  questions  satisfactorily.  The  sub-committee  was 
therefore  created  to  collect  information  in  relation  to  Federal, 
state  and  local  systems  of  taxation  with  particular  reference  to 
duplications  of  taxes  resulting  from  our  duel  system  of  govern- 
ment. It  is  declared  to  be  contrary  to  the  purpose  of  this  in- 
quiry to  interfere  with  the  sovereignty  of  the  states  in  any  way 
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in  connection  with  the  taxes  which  they  see  fit  to  impose,  but 
rather  to  stimulate  cooperation  between  the  Federal  and  state 
authorities  in  order  that  an  equitable  plan  for  distributing  the 
tax  burden  may  ultimately  be  developed. 

This  communication  from  Congressman  Vinson  was  referred 
by  the  Governor  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  and  the 
information  forwarded  as  requested,  together  with  a  letter  in 
which  this  Board  expressed  the  opinion  that  different  systems 
should  be  employed  by  the  two  jurisdictions ;  for  example,  direct 
taxation  by  the  states  principally  and  indirect  taxation  by  the 
Federal  government  to  a  predominating  extent;  and  that  cer- 
tain sources  of  revenue  which  can  be  quite  definitely  localized 
should  be  left  to  the  states,  and  other  sources  which  cannot  be 
successfully  localized  to  the  central  authority  where  they  natur- 
ally fall. 

■ 
The  American  Legislators'  Association,  an  endowed  organiza- 
tion formed  some  eight  years  ago  with  the  primary  object  of  im- 
proving legislative  conditions  generally  and  with  advisory  boards 
of  exceptionally  high-grade  personnel,  is  taking  an  active  part 
in  this  movement  to  promote  co-ordinated  effort  between  the 
states  and  the  Federal  government.  Through  its  board  of  man- 
agers this  association  has  held  several  conferences  with  the  sub- 
committee on  double  taxation  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  As  a  result  of  these  conferences  a  plan  was  launched 
in  December,  1932,  for  a  national  council  made  up  of  the  Con- 
gressional committee  members,  two  from  each  state  legislature, 
state  tax  commissioners,  representatives  of  the  National  Tax 
Association,  and  the  governors  of  the  several  states,  to  seriously 
attack  the  problem  presented  by  the  invasion  of  identical  fields 
of  taxation  by  the  Federal  and  state  governments. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  December  9-10  at  which  Hon.  Edward  L.  Leahy  of  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  was  present  officially,  an  interstate 
conference  of  legislators  to  convene  at  Washington  on  February 
3,  1933,  was  decided  upon,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the 
problem  of  conflicting  taxes  collected  by  these  two  jurisdictions. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  this  conference,  while  it  may  not  arrive  at 
any  definite  conclusion,  may  devise  some  feasible  plan  for  de- 
veloping  a  closer  contact  among  the  states,  and  between  the 
states  and  the  Federal  congress. 

Rhode  Island  Tax  Bulletins 

The  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association,  composed  of  the 
State  and  local  assessing  authorities,  held  it  annual  meeting  in 
the  month  of  December  in  1931  and  1932  according  to  past 
custom.  The  proceedings  of  these  meetings  are  reported  in  Bul- 
letins No.  19  and  No.  20,  published  by  the  association,  and  atten- 
tion is  respectfully  called  to  the  discussions  on  topics  of  current 
moment  in  the  field  of  local  taxation  contained  in  these  bulletins. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1930, 1931  and  1932. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Year 


I 


Tax  on  Land. 


■      Per 
'  Cent  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Tax  on 
BaildinsB  and 
Improvements. 


Per 

Cent  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Barrington . 


Bristol, 


Burrillville. 


Central  Falls. 


Charlestown. 


Coventry. 


Cranston 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich. 


East  Providence. 


Exeter. 


Foster . 


Glocester. 


1930 
1981 
1932 

[1930 

1931 

,1932 

1930 
<  1931 
[1932 

fl930 

1931 

11932 

(1930 
•1931 
,1932 

[1930 
,  1981 
1 11932 

[1930 

1931 

,.1932 

[1930 
^931 
1 1932 

[1930 

1931 

:1932 

[1930 
•1931 
a932 

[1930 

1931 

11932 

[1930 

1981 

11982 


[1930 
1931 
1932 


$47,768.60! 
69.744.16 
66,348.641 

97,296.36! 

82.101.47 

82.689.60 

28.260.90 
28.184.17 
26.783.36 

108,919.01 
111,016.70 
110,678.38 

8.089  37 
10.848 .94 
10.468.06 

20.468.70 
20.820  60 
21,716.70 

831.866.62 
336,966.62 
381.461.16 

61.186.84 
70.948.02 
73,067.63 

26,870.44 
26,931.66 
26,986.71 

186.537.60 
208.602.67 
221.974.38 

6.261.22 
6.183.72 
6,177.87 

7,081.20 
7,162.80 
7,162.40 

11.085.08 
11.905.16 
11.177.22 


24.16 
24.47 
24.38 

25.48 

26.44' 

26.36 

19.46 
18  92 
18.76 

19.77 
14.58 
16.61 

26.91 
81.90 
80.11 

16.48 
17.04 
17.64 

22.61 
22.60 
22.07 

26.68 
25.69 
22.97 

21.68 
21.40 
21.80 

19.71 
20.18 
20.74 

47.49 
46.95 
46.06 

38.16 
88.60 
38.63 

38.48 
33.28 
32.99 


$101,754  90 
131.396.16 
125.281  40 

215.288.84 
182.642.69 
182.980.36 

74.988 .05 
75.410.10 
74,012.40 

304.811.62 
508.784.89 
493.793.49 

19.861.87 
20,641 .25 
22,240.33 

68,718 .  10 
69.203 .  10 
70.298.80 

916.001.10 
984.316.47 
962.861 .29* 

122.186.80 
144.679 .  60 
171.644.46 

71.099.06 
72.024.60 
73.688  66 

608.778.72 
668.092.08 
686.710.02 

3386.89 
8.950.19 
4.119.39 

7,871.80 
8.173.40 
8,884.40 

16.849.42 
18,334.57 
17.709 .  16 


51.47 

58  81 

54  21 

56  36 
56. &6 
58.S2 

51  61 

50  72 

51  82 

55  2S 
66  81 
69  21 

64  86 

60  7fl 

63  99 

55  U 

56  65 

57.11 

62  U 
62  65 

64  08 

51  05 
52.39 
53.96 

59.16 

59  43 

60  36 

64.33 
64.48 
64.14 

29  14 

29.99 
30.71 

42  42 

44  05 

45  01 

50.90 
51.25 
52.27 
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TABLE  VII. 

Percentage  op  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1930, 1931  and  1932. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


$88,067.80 
38^77.12 
38,452.54 

53,268.00 
43,248.37 
36,084.30 

41,877.25 
44,969.02 
41,837 .96 

183,142.29 
137,020.32 
104,935.23 

2,200.62 
2,091.26 
1,828.00 

33,748.50 
30,485 .  10 
29.642.00 

194,674.76 
187,662.52 
184,753.48 

54.486.30 
69,052 .  16 
71,740.53 

20,262.86 
20,397.09 
19,565.30 

142,965.65 
161,775.73 
152,476 .  10 

2,427.30 
2,386.62 
2,461.53 

3,362.00 
3,082.00 
2,908.50 

4,356.40 
4,717.42 
4,215.64 


Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

ToUl 

Tax. 


Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


16.73 
15  68 
14.48 

13  94 
13.40 
11.60 

28  82 

30.26 
29.30 

24.18 
17.99 
14.71 

7.32 
6.15 
6.26 

27.08 
24.96 
24.08 

13.21 
12.58 
12.30 

22.77 
21.39 
22.65 

16.86 
16.83 
16.03 

16.11 
14.66 
14.24 

18.44 
18.12 
18.36 

18.12 
16.61 
15.71 

18.16 
13.18 
12.44 


115,121.60 
14,756.80 
16,013.00 

16,109.60 
14,842.80 
12,020.89 

176.72 
169.12 
166.32 

4,431 .37 
4,746.03 
4,029.68 

424.00 
424.00 
223.20 

1,675.80 
1,683.40 
1,483.60 

31.688.22 
32,390.86 
23,247.42 

1,428.80 
1,468.40 
1,681.40 

2,960.16 
2,844.07 
2,823.69 

8,066.68 
7.687.18 
9,418.20 

648.60 
649.80 
664.00 

242.00 
188.00 
120.00 

812.94 
820.65 
779.41 


7  64 
6.04 
6.93 

4  22 

4.60 
3.83 

.12; 

.11 

.12 

.80 
.62 
.57 

1.41 
1.25: 
.64 

1.36 

1  35 
1.17 

2.14 

2.17- 

1.55, 

.60I 
.53 
.62 

2.46 

2  34 
2.31 

.86 
.78 
.88 


4 
4 

4 


.93 
.94 
.88 

.30 
.74 
.65 


2.46 
2.29 
2.30 


$197,702.80 
244,174.24 
281,096.48 

381,946.80 
322,736.33 
313,776 .  14 

146,292  92 
148,682  41 
142,800.02 

660,804.29 
761,666.94 
713,436.73 

30.065.86 
34,005.44 
34.754.69 

124,606.10 
122.142  20 
123.091.10 

1,474,119  70 
1,491,336.87 
1,501,828  35 

239,287.74 
276,148.07 
318,083.91 

■ 

120,182.62 
121,197  42 
121.998.26 

946,348.66 
1,036,067.56 
1,070,578.70 

13,163.01 
13,170.83 
13,412.79 

18,556.50 
18,666.20 
18,616.30 

33,103.84 
36,777  69 
33,881.43 


$196,189.90) 
241,666.66 
228.803.44 

880,147.281 

821.044.61 

312,609.40 

143,376.47 
146.687.66 
140,744.12 

648,594.67) 

768,281.60 

709,489.92 

29,927.74) 

38,797.00 

84,486.74 

122,954.10) 

120.678.00 

121,890.60 

1,466,578  89) 

1,481,702.61 

1,488,208.61 

237,911.64) 

274,691.07 

316,043.66 

118,714.56] 

119,637.00 

120,314.91, 

940,687.29) 
1,028,927.06 
1,061,680.92 

13,101.81 
13,091 .  13 1 
13,317.39] 

18,315.00) 

18,807.70 

18,281.30 

82,641.08) 

85,286.86 

88,846.27 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

FSRCBNTAGB  OF  TAX  AWSRHRRD  UHDBR  EACH  CLASSIFICATION  TO  TOTAL  TAX, 

By  CrriBB  and  Towns,  1930, 1931  and  1932. 


CiTDH  AMD  TOWMB. 


'«uj 


Tax  on  Land. 


Per 

C«ntof 
Total 
TaiL 


Tax  OB 
BttJldingB  and 
Improvemcnta. 


Per 
C«Btof 
Total 
Ti 


Hopldntoii 

Jameatown 

Johnaton 

Lincoln 

Little  Compton. . 

Middletown 

Narraganaett. . . . 

Newport 

tNew  Shoreham. . 
North  Kingstown. 
North  Providenoe 
North  Smithfield. 
Pawtucket 


1980 
IMl 
19S2 

1980 
1981 
1982 

fl980 

a98i 

tl982 

1980 
1981 
1982 

(1980 
a981 
11982 

1980 
1981 
1982 

[1980 

1981 

[1982 

(1980 
1981 
1982 

(1980 
1981 
1982 

1980 
1981 
1982 

[1980 

1981 

1 1982 

1980 
1981 
1982 

1980 
1981 
1982 


$12,119.00 
12,827.60 
12,001.44 

89,678.70 
40,600.16 
42,288.24 

644MM.88 
66.096.89 
66.769.49 

27,688.40 
28,464.86 
28384.20 

11367.68 
11.608.60 
11,684.10 

26347.68 
26,844.48 
28.644.80 

66319-32 
48,792.80 
60,864.80 

466344.80 
449328.20 
449360.80 

10,180.00 
12349.60 
12368.24 

87.664.60 
87,862.60 
88.011.60 

88.412.60 
42,626.60 
48378.70 

16,068.30 
16.108.70 
16,198.70 

401.711.86 
688.147.68 
688,189.49 


19.86 
19.28 
20.42 

88.66 
87.64 
40.89 

26.64* 
26.66 
27.66 

18.09 
18.22 
18.21 

26.77 
24.63 
26.02 

88.09 
82.86 
88.16 

89.06 
88.84 
89.84 

80.67 
80.14 
80.09 

89.77 
89.66 
40.09 

26.81 
24.98 
26.14 

14.84 
16.21 
16.68 

14.60 
16.16 
16.26 

14.01 
17.47 
18.08 


$86,498.76 
86,726.25 
86388.80 

61378.10 
64.170.10 
61,426.40 

127377.50 
128399. 18> 
127,188.88! 

140312.07 
148.818.77 
147.826.82 

23,464.14 
24,089.62 
24307.72 

86.700.60 
87.280.70 
36398.00 

69368.25 
61366.00 
61,706.60 

746,908.80 
766346.40 
759.086.00 

10392.60 
12.886.60 
12.408.60 

86.148.60 
87,760.60 
88.666.60 

176,709.60 
174384.60 
174.786.08 

66,741 .40 
64,782.00 
68,600.40 

1,648366.90 
1,776,612.64 
1356310.69 


58.17 
57.30 
50.21 

50.49 
50.22 

49.17 

61.0 
62  12 

62  U 

66.29 
66.58 

67  49 

53  24 
51.11 
53.92 

46.80 
47  54 
49.71 

49.41 
49.24 

48.21 

50  21 
50.60 
50.77 

40.60 
S9.67 
40.21 

57  2S 
57  80 
58.65 

67.88 
66.49 
66.78 

69.80 
60  98 

63  71 

57.31 
58.22 
60.16 


tlnduding  additional  special  school  tax  of  60e  on  all  classes  of  property,  induding  intangible. 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued. 

Pbrcbntaoe  of  Tax  AassasED  Under  Each  CLAfisiFiCATioN  to  Total  Tax» 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1980, 1981  and  1932. 


Tmz  on  Tangible 
Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Penonal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Total  Tax. 

Including 

Exemptions. 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


$18,080.87 
14.718.62 
10316-96 

10,027.80 

11,027.92 

9.882.60 

22,712.76 
21,184.08 
17,429.95 

42,988.06 
42384.10 
41,167.90 

5,627.20 
5,188.20 
5,050.60 

11,048.60 
9,708.86 
8,718.60 

14,120.86 
12,611.00 
18,648.60 

190,480.80 
189354.40 
187348 .80 

4,720.00 
6,888.00 
5,666.60 

20,480.00 
21.042.00 
20,050.00 

44,601.00 
44398.00 
48368.00 

27,668.80 
24397.60 
19,644.40 

779388.40 
692.660.68 
662,688.26 


21.86 
22.97 
18.41 

9.74 

10.28 

9.40 

10.96 

10.26 

8.61 

20.82 
19.92 
18.86 

12.64 
11.01 
11.25 

14.48 
12.40 
12.28 

9.99 
10.04 
10.69 

12.81 
12.72 
12.68 

18.44 
18.84 
18.88 

18.76 
18.86 
18.26 

17.28 
17.12 
16.67 

25.16 
28.48 
19.61 

27.18 
22.70 
20.87 


$880.76 
821.87 
566.68 

1,267.87 
2,067.88 
1,086 .86 

1,880.81 
2,020.40 
1.991.15 

686.80 
594.80 
992.40 

8,728.60 
6350.00 
8,958.40 

4398.60 
6,081.40 
8.448.20 

2,190.84 
2361.44 
2377.04 

98,791.20 
97.671.60 
98.801.20 

804.00 
608.00 
428.00 

5.621.20 
5.185.20 
4.460.00 

188.40 
466.16 
818.40 

482.12 
454.40 
429.60 

48.166.08 
49350.96 
46,488.24 


.62 
.50 
.96 

1.22 
1.91 
1.04 

.91 
.98 
.98 

.80 
.28 
.45 

8.45 

18.25 

8.81 

6.68 
7.70 
4.86 

1.66 
1.88 
1.86 

6.81 
6.64 
6.61 

1.19 
1.98 
1.87 

8.71 
8.41 
2.96 

.06 
.18 
.12 

.44 

.48 
.48 


1 
1 
1 


50 
61 
40 


$61,028.88 
64,098.74 
68,766.88 

102342.47 
107,866.01 
104,688.69 

207,187.44 
206,699.06 
202,874 .47 

211.525.82 
215.257.52 
218.810.82 

44.072.62 
47.186.22 
44395.72 

76,290.88 
78310.48 
71.009.10 

141,899.26 
125,629.74 
127,986.84 

1.487.425.60 
1,492.695.60 
1.495.046.80 

25.596.50 
81.221.00 
80351.24 

148304.20 
151.880.20 
151.188.00 

268361.60 
262.268.26 
261.750.18 

109340.12 

106387.70 

99,668.10 

2.867.476.18 
8.061.471.86 
8358.121.68 


$69,699,881 
62.461.24 
57.205.08 


101318 
106.786 
108348 


.47 

.5l[ 

.89] 


204.915.61] 

204.827.90 

199374.77] 

209.947 
218.448 
216,861 

44,002 

47.066. 

44314 

76.087 
78.086 
70307, 

141.071 

125344. 

127361 

1,478398.80] 

1,488.768.00 

1,485,098.80] 

24,704.00] 
80,078.00 
29,661. 24 1 

147375.60] 

150,678.20 

149326.00] 

266,671.60] 

269,444.76 

258,640.68] 

109,181.02] 

106389.00 

98,688.90 


2369.159 
8,040,168 
8,287,648 


.781 
.86  [ 
.81 


In  1981  and  1932. 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1930, 1931  and  1932. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Year 


Tax  on  Land. 


Per 

Cent  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Tax  on 
Buildings  and 
Improvements. 


Per 

Cent  of 
Total 
Tax. 


Portsmouth . 


Providence.  .  . 


Richmond . 


Sdtuate. 


Smithfield. 


South  KingBtown. 


Tiverton , 


Warren , 


Warwick . 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich, 


West  Warwick 


Woonsocket . 


<   1981 
1 1982 

I   1980 

1931 

1 1 1982 

I 

1 1930 
1931 
'11982 

(1930 
.1931 
1 1 1932 

I 

'(1930 

1931 

111932 

'(1930 
!  1931 
'    1932 

;fl930 
I  1931 
i  1 1932 

r 

'  [1930 

1931 

11932 

^1930 

1931 

11932 

1 1930 

1931 

[1932 

(1930 
1931 
1932 

(1930 
a931 
[1932 

(1980 
<1981 
11932 


TheSUte. 


(1980 

1981 

(1932 


$28,441.80 
28,431.60 
29,190.00 

3,612.184.97 
3,837,182.18 
3,868,281   18 

6,438.27 
6,868.98 
6,209.60 

16,766.72 
16,846.52 
16,963 .  12 

14,678.90 
14,844.80 
14,842.90 

33,040.35 
33,969.37 
82,856.94 

28,096.06 
28,244.66 
28,228.66 

32,031  78 
84,166  64 
29,468.67 

186312.70 
201,483.18 
290,910.96 

120.676.00 
121,042.50 
116,734.00 

3,466.88 
4,066  75 
4,008.00 

62,898.46 
58,082.86 
62,885.88 

660,308.76 
669,881 .26 
566,987.60 


$6,fi20,854.54 
7,282,989.68 
7,897.512.26 


80  81 
80  50 
31.47 

27.75 
28.40 
29.45 

14.071 
13.781 
14  39; 


13.19 
13  20 
13.53 

12.72 
12  56 
12  62 

18.22 
18  34 
18  85 

22  00 
22.62 
24.90 

11.69 
12.65 
13.72 

26.14 
26.33 
32.38 

25.45 
26  29 
25.15 

57.47 
55  80 
58.98 

16.79 
15.88 
16.98 

24.84 
24.76 
25.76 


24.64 
26.01 
26.87 


$47,860.60 
48.668.50 
48,985.80 

6,426,649  S2 
6,762,847.55 
6,688,163.52 

20,677.47 
21,204.48 
20.448 .98 

98,779.44 
99,176.16 
98,149.36 

60,243.30 
61,992.00 
63,146  50 

99,048.83 
102,795.75 
101,769.60 

78.012.50 
77,784.50 
64,317.50 

159.464  04 
169,266  58 
145385.89 

461,039.14 
505,066.10; 
506,315  88! 


282316  25 
286,631.25 
278,302.80 

1,778.12 
2,310  75 
2.522.25 

188,166.64 
186,068.74 
181342  00 

1,192,637.60 
1.206,736  00 
1.178,822.60 


$14353,408.73 
15,723.836.52 
15.809,024.91 


51  31 

52  08 
52.82 

49  S8 
50.04 
50.99 

53  34 

54  45 
56.49 

77  7T 

77  72 

78  32 

52  22 
62  44 

53  28 

54  6S 

55  51 

56  85 

61  09 

62  2S 
56  74 

58  21 

62  70 
67  70 

62.38 

6S  50 
56  35 

69.56 
69  89 
60.48 

29  56 
31.78 
33.97 

54  66 

55.67 
58  37 

52.87 
53.32 
54.64 


53.43 
54  88 

66.30 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax» 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1930,  1931  and  1932. 


Tax  on  Tangible 
Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Tax  on  Intan- 
gible Personal. 


Per 

Cent  of 

Total 

Tax. 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 


ToUl 
Net  Tax. 


$14,436.40 
14,173.20 
12,678.00 

15.64 
15.20 
13.67 

$2,064.00 
2,068.80 
1,896.00 

2.24 
2.22 
2.04 

$92,291.70 
98,227.10 
92,749.80 

$91,817.70] 
92,676.10 
92,070.60 

2,306,717 .  18 
2,270,488.84 
2,062,804.36 

17.72 
16.80 
16.72 

669,962.72 
643,048.80 
504,051 .60 

5.15 
4.76 
3.84 

13,015,464.19 
13,613,017.37 
13,117,800.66 

12,992,546.051 

18,488,960.72 

18.080.978.28] 

12,404.62 
12,136.02 
10,341.60 

82.09 
81.16 
28.67 

233.60 
236.40 
197.20 

.60 
.61 
.55 

38,653.96 
38.944  83 
36,197.28 

38,508.61] 

38,795.68 

36.019.77 

9,379.76 
9,620.40 
8,167.60 

7.38 
7.46 
6.51 

2,100.80 
2.062.80 
2,055.60 

1.66 
1.62 
1.64 

127,016.72 
127,604.88 
125,325.68 

126,859.12] 

127,416.28 

125.068.88 

39,968.00 
40,804.40 
39,873 .  10 

34.64 
34.51 
33.64 

486.20 
581.37 
669.20 

.42 
.49 
.56 

115,366.40 
118,222.57 
118,620.70 

114,590.70] 

117,248.17 

117.322.10 

29,817.83 
28,976.61 
26.310.68 

16.45 
16.65 
14.70 

19.386  92 
19,450.88 
18,087.53 

10.70 
10.50 
10.10 

181,293.43 
186.192.61 
179,024.70 

179,684.55] 

188,503.86 

177.076.60 

18,647.50 
16,117.00 
18,291.00 

14.60 
12.91 
16.13 

2.947.21 
2,732.41 
2,526.07 

2.31 
2.18 
2.23 

127,708.27 
124,878.47 
113.363.23 

127,191.45] 

124.271.97 

112.696.23 

72,946.02 
69.613.00 
83,682.89 

26.63 
22.08 
15.64 

9.495.80 
6,934 .  10 
6.321.00 

3.47 
2.67 
2.94 

273,937.64 
269,969.22 
214.747.95 

272,211.56] 

268.112.94 

212,983.05 

'76,864.00 
74,896.92 
87,966.62 

10.40 
9.42 
9.79 

15.364.38 
13,992.94 
13,331.84 

2.08 
1.75 
1.48 

739.070.22 
795,389 .  14 
898,624.20 

730.116.62] 

786,273.46 

884,847.36 

50,868.76 
50,030.00 
16,446.40 

10.74 

10.45 

9.88 

20,184.80 
20,903.20 
20,659.60 

4.26 
4.87 
4.49 

473,844  80 
478,606.96 
460,142.80 

470,778.30] 

476,340.45 

466,626.60 

732.50 
853.60 
863.60 

12.18 
11.74 
11.50 

48.00 
49.20 
41.20 

.79 
.68 
.66 

6,015.50 
7,270.20 
7,424.95 

5,906.50] 

7.128.45 

7.294.45] 

90,963.16 
87,063.26 
68,281.94 

27.14 
26.04 
21.92 

8,077.74 
8,054.15 
8,494.68 

2.41 
2.41 
2.73 

335,105.90 
334,259.01 
311,504.40 

333,012.04] 

331,749.51 

308,736.60 

481,463.75 
468,816.25 
402,696.25 

21.34 
20.72 
18.66 

21.323.20 
27.211.20 
20.323.80 

.95 

1.20 

.94 

2,255,723.20 
2,261,143.70 
2,157,780.05 

2,249,548.70] 

2,253,652.85 

2,149,996.60 

$5,111,736.72 
4,954,591.46 
4,547,828.25 

18.39 
17.14 
15.91 

$1,018,122.09 

1,003,064.82 

835,540.69 

3.64 
3,47 
2.92 

$27,799,117.08 
28,913,982.48 
28,589,906.11 

$27,694,394.87 
28,789,800.68 
28,438,988.69 

76 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


s 


la  1.1 

*^  o 


Ml 

o       .^ 
(^  o  ^ 


ja  o 


^  I 

00  2 


o 

Q 
2 


I; 


s 


ass 

«  fr-  fr- 


•o  <o  «o  ^  ^ 
^  M  M  eS  eS 


go  o 

eo  »^  -* 


11 


o 


• 


11 

<0   lO 


«  M  M 


sss 

<D  9  le 


C4 


§1 

€4  ei 


o  o 

OQ   00 


00   00 


lO  lO   O  fr- 

a       A       •       B 

O  O   Ok  Ok 
»4  «H  00  oo 


o  S 

■«  00 


t-  t-  <o  o 

«b       A       flb       « 

t-  t-  00  ^ 

aOO  Ok  t~ 


go  o  o  o  o  o  o 
o  ee  09  o  o  iH  1-1 
t-t-o»o»t-t-^^ 


A  A  00 


«D    «-4    f4 


o  o 
^00 


o 

A 


SQOOO^^OOiOiOkOiA 
OOOOt-t-OOOpQOOQQO 
AMkdVWOOtDOAAOOeS 

iot-oooo>o«o^a««-i^35^e«« 
eoAwooeooewo  ^eiMkOo 
t-^*Hi>4i-«>-4eooo  «-ii-iooo 

<*  r4    1-4  IH    vX  M    00 


ssss 

M  kO  M  00 

t-    ^   «0   fc- 

o  t-  «x  <0 

1-1  «H  M  ei 


i 


^  O  Q  O  O  »0  10 
00 


O  O  O  O   A  9 
1-I  •   O  O     ' 


iH  M  04  90 


s* 


ee 


00  00 

^  O  O  kO  V 
09   00    W  ^ 
kO  00 


o 


o 

s 


§888 


S  00  00  00  00  00  t*  t^ 
A   t-   t-   ^   ^  •-•   «0 
»-i   »-i  lO  lO 


11 

•k       •> 

A  "* 

O   00 


s 


kO   00 


o  O 

«o  o 

00  M 

•^  A 

to  10 


0000090000000000000000000000 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa 


IB  «1 

S  .   ! 


e 


e 

■c 

n 


I 

n 


9 


g 


I  I 


0 
01 
> 

o 


I 


U 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


77 


«D  «D 


o 


00  €8   ^   ^  C8  C8 
00  00   1-1  «H 


00   ^   O  00  00 

•>       »       •      Ik 

N  «D  00  CO 


ft  «k  »  <b  ft  * 

01  ei  lo  lo  09  00 


le  le 

ss 


00  00  lo  lo  *-t  f4  le 

M  N  0»  0» 

04  01  00  00 


§0  Q   O  O 
siis 
»  »  fk  tt  » 

O  O  CO  00  M 


O  O  Q  O 

o  e  S  S 

lo  lo  S  5 

fH  ^  «  to 


lO  00 


t-  t-   O  Q 
lO   U»   (O   00 

o  o  to  0» 

ft       ft        »        ft 

t-  ^^  t-  01 

04  ei       ^ 


O  «P 

lO    1-4 


»    1H 


o  o 

si 

ft    ft 


01 


Ok  Ok 


00  o 
00  ^ 
00   00 


^^i-4iHfr-QOiHiH*H>Mooioteo»<0c>ieoc-fc- 
t»t-oioioi^^-«ooeo(o««D«DaoiAeoeQQQ 


SS8SSSS 

'«  M  Ok  O  O  to  00 

»         »         •         M  tt         ■         « 


o 
o 
« 


t-k»ooQOOo»au» 
ioio9«aooO'«-«u»ke 

■k       ^  ^ft    __ft    _  jt    _  _i        -         -         -         ^        -         - 

5  S  9  ^  Ok  S 


ooeoeo-«-^<0<ec«C4 

CO  00 


i 


o 
o 


§ 


M  00  Ok  Ok  1^  ^  fH 
lO  Ok  lO  le  «D  «D  iH 
M  04  M  04       iH 


ii§§ 

sf  <^  ^'  ^ 

le  io  Ok  c0 


i-i^c4oiH*>deoooot-OkOk«0(o«Hd 

ftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftft 

00  00  jj  g  00  CO  g  g  t- 00  25  g  3  j;  g  g 
•1  iH     eo  Fii 


SS 

Ok  kO 


O  O   P   O 

^  ^  Id  ko 

^  O  00  00 

ft       ft       ft       ft 


8n  lO  lO  00  so  CO  CO 
Ok  oO  00  op  >o 


»-•  04 


«D   to   O  O   P  p 

^    iH    ^    ^    O    P 

00  00  ^  04  00  00 

•>        B        •>       it        »        •> 

g  g  t-  00  g  g 

•^  ^  04  04 


P 

o 


p 

s 

ft 

CO 


ft       ft        ft        ft        ft        ft 

P  O  04  04  00   00 

00  CO  iH  ^ 


to  ua 

lO  kO 


ft 


S   lO 
P  01 

ss' 

P   00 


lO   U3 
04  01 


li 


s 

p 

_ft      _^     o»         ^ 

S  S  §4  2 

^  ^  00  «o 


oooooodoooodoooooodococooocOfiOdooooo 

PPOkPPOkPMOkPOkPPPOkPPOk 


r*09^oii-4Oi^e4*H 
00  00  CO  00  00  00  CO 

P   P    Ok  p   p 


p  p 


9 

I 


43 


O 


g 

s 

I 

H       H 


H       Cm 


3       I 
%       § 


8 
3 


f 

e 
O 

« 

2 


I 


78 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COBfMISSIONERS. 


a> 

C 

a 
o 


•J 


«S 


• 

s 

.0 

Burial 
Grounds. 

Exempt 

by 
Charter. 

Property 

of  MiUtary 

Organi- 

lations. 

ProfesBors 

of  Brown 

University. 

Church 
Property. 

School 
Property. 

Town 

or  City 

Property. 

SUte 
Property. 

United 

SUtes 

Property. 

s 

03 

z 

1 

H 

Q 
Z 
< 

6 

■k        ft 
1-4    10 

01  04 


o 
o 
10 


000000 

00  00  O  O  Ok  o 
0k  Ok  o  o  01  « 


»^  *^  ^  t- 
00   00 


A  O 

«   01 
^  0« 


oS99$$oooooo 

OOOOOOOOI000404 
QOiOiOiO^^OOiO^ ■-' 

•-•    eO    »^    'H    wM    »H 

01  01  -^  ^ 


09 


00  Ok 


^4  v4  o 

»       *       » 

^  o  00 
«0  'i» 

00  00 


««  01  o  o 

ft        ik        *        » 

10  10  w  «0 

04-01 


ft        ft 

04  01 


00  00 


§ 

00 


000 
«  «  o 


s 


04  0» 

A 


000 
^  •*  o 

«D   O   O 

ft        ft        ft 

t.  f  « 


0  O 

01  <0 

0  Oft 

A        ft 

01  o 

a  A 

ft       ft 

09  09 


o  o 

«  04 

00  00 

O  08* 

«  o 

10  «D 


S§SS||8 

000004000^00001000 

ftftftftftftftftftftKm^a 

ooaOfHeoesooooooQwiooioaoi 
t.f^i-i«-4<Hio^>-40iAeo 


So  o  o 
_  2  «  o 


O  0  04 
10  A   «« 


01  04 


CO    t-    »H 

ft        ft 

01   01 


01  >o  c« 


0  kO  0  o 
o  ee  ^  o 


00000000 

OOOWOO'^O 
t^i-iOOb-r-iOWt- 


040l'«^Q0aQ^«-490«l>C«O01 

C«WiOtOAA«-«iefr>t<-At« 

«-i04Oli-i^t«O0  too 

ft         ft  ft         ft 

^  >a  «H  04 


00000000000000 

OOOOOOOOO'^OO^Ot 

oioot-aoooootoid<«e4«e- 

ftftftftftftftftftftftftftft 

oooi^ooiotooeaet-Atoc- 
<^<-iAAOOtAioeoo«H«4«(e 

•-*  «-4  00  eo  01  A 


09   09 

t-   0 
09  "W 

2,000 
78,500 
81,700 

1.800 

284,060 
284,780 

1,000 

9,889,520 

10.864,120 

Oi 

24,200 
127,000 
127,000 

271,600 
271,500 

1 

09 

k          ft         ft         ft 

>  0  0  0 

0  «-•  '^ 
16    lO   kO 

ft       ft       ft 

01  01  04 

«HC4^oi^oi^oi^oi>^e4^e4 

600000090000090000000000000 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa 


B 

d 

e 

o 

9) 

z 


e 
o 

z 


a 

9> 

£ 

X 

t: 

o 

z 


« 

«: 


OQ 

ja 

t 

o 


9 


9 

O 

g 


1£     I 


o 


£ 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


79 


o 

» 

k 

t- 

ft 

a 
e 

U3 

t- 

04 

O 

1     -H 

1  e  e 
o  \o 

1 

1 

s 

o 

e 
eo 

s 

ft        < 

o 

09 

,992,771 
,736.351 

* 

M   00 

Q   O   O    O 

o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o 

*           <h           i«           % 

«   1-t   -*   ^ 

00   OQ 

* 

o 

a 
te 
to 

44,600 
44,600 
19,440 
20.440 

1 

> 

1 

20,000 
600 
500 

12.306 

ft 

ft        » 

$8,463,928 
3.623.366 

2,600 
2,600 

00 
CO 

.-1     TH 

s 

44,600 
44.500 
41.340 
64.680 

248,000 
168,000 

s 

te 

$6,614,681 
6,128,100 

3,660 
3,660 

o 
ua 

< 

*-4 

U3 

14.750 
14.760 

$102,466 
94,466 

o  o 

11 

00   00 

f 

$697 
626 

SS 

§ 

s 

g 

o 
o 

s 

o 

U9 

s 

o 

§ 

s 

o 

o 

00 

o 
o 

o 
o 

o 
o 

s 

01 

to 

IS 

lO 

?i 

^ 

^ 

S  d» 

u^ 

lO 

o 

O 

0k 

o» 

00 

iH 

04 

<«*• 

o 

o 

^ 

w^ 

to 

«i 

OI 

A 

*H 

ik 

« 

* 

* 

•h 

'* 

^ 

«D 

O 

•o 

u» 

t* 

t- 

vH 

*H 

00 

t- 

01 

s 

o 

o 

to 

to 

t» 

s 

OI 

fr- 

<9 

04 

^^ 

M 

-* 

'* 

a* 

Oi 

fr- 

t- 

00 

Oi 

09 

to 

to 

0) 

t- 

c* 

VN 

v4 

«-< 

01 

04 

01 

01 

00 

•k 
fH 

_^ 

0» 

o 

^\ 

o 

o 

s 

© 

© 

Q 

s 

^ 

9 

© 

© 

© 

O 

© 

© 

<3 

© 

04   © 

© 

© 

© 

o 

§ 

o 

o 

to 

o 

^ 

^ 

o 

ua 

00 

© 

<^ 

© 

© 

^ 

s 

© 

© 

© 

t- 

ua 

o 

00 

lO 

01 

04 

A 

01 

ua 

lO 

Tf 

t- 

t- 

t- 

o 

© 

ua 

kO 

04 

Oi 

•* 

lO 

1-1 

•> 

m 

M 

M 

» 

* 

09 

99 

o 

00 

-* 

^^ 

to 

fr- 

s 

09 

ua 

?-« 

04 

00 

ua 

ua 

ua 

ua 

^N 

eo 

S"* 

to 

•* 

■^ 

w^ 

to 

lO 

•»f 

iO 

00 

00 

© 

to 

to 

fr- 

© 

1-) 

7H 

CO 

•«* 

55 

^ 

s; 

c- 

•M 

^^ 

tpH 

•H 

f^ 

p^ 

00 

00 

04 

-* 

© 

© 

ua 

to 

<^ 

<H 

04 

wM 

ipH 

r^ 

»-• 

i>4 

rH 

to 
eo 
9^ 

eo 

o 

© 

o 

o 

O 

o 

© 

© 

© 

ua 

Q 

© 

o 

o 

© 

©          • 

© 

© 

ua  ua 

«^  ua 

o  © 

u: 

ua  u: 

*e 

© 

© 

c 

tc 

c 

O 

f>^ 

00 

© 

© 

">* 

A 

■^  -^ 

§g 

00   A 

tc 

A  u: 

tc 

© 

© 

tc 

c 

^ 

© 

00 

to 

ua 

ua     • 

t- 

"* 

■^  ^ 

»         m 

tt        * 

k 

« 

*» 

1 

» 

»            «k            Bk 

•k 

•k 

•i 

* 

•k 

» 

A    » 

00   00 

e 

**  tc 

tc 

s§ 

0(1 

« 

0( 

Oi 

04 

s 

ua 

to 

to 

ua 

00 

t-  ^ 

t-  to 

o; 

04 

ai 

^ 

1^ 

u: 

ua 

© 

*^ 

»-< 

^- 

c- 

00  ua 

"^  A 

»-< 

w^ 

00 

ik 

A 

ua 

lO 

to  to* 

$54,4 
69,0 

©   © 

© 

C3 

o 

© 

© 

to 

© 

© 

©     • 

© 

© 

9    © 

C-    «-i 

^    ^ 

c 

^ 

ua 

© 

o 

A 

S 

© 

© 

o 

© 

©   © 

ua  CO 

lo  eo 

c 

e 

A 

to 

^H 

OI 

© 

©     ■ 

-* 

'^ 

t-   t- 

t-   A 

* 

k 

m 

A 

» 

<k 

m 

& 

•k          m 

© 

'"I 

^ 

ua 

00 

to 

OI 

© 

© 

A    A 

^  <o 

«-j 

A 

A 

t- 

00 

V4 

00 

00 

C4   04 

$18.23 
19.66 

© 
© 

§ 

© 
o 

© 
© 

s 

© 
© 

© 
© 

©     • 
© 

© 
© 

g 

§s 

iO   A 

to 

i0 

c 

■* 

ua 

ua 

© 

©     • 

© 

o 

09   00 

to   00 

m 

•k 

» 

» 

•k 

•k 

A 

A 

o 

o 
to 

eo 

09 

ua 

ua 
t- 

^ 

© 

09 

©   © 

ua  lO 

OI  OI 

$6,800 
7,698 

•-4  04 

iH 

04   ^ 

04 

r~t 

04 

»H 

04 

•H 

01 

r-l 

04 

^4 

01   -H   04 

w^ 

04 

^   04 

^   04 

eo  eo 

oc 

09   OC 

cr. 

00 

09 

e*: 

OC 

o: 

00 

CO 

09 

00 

CO   CO    OC 

00 

09 

eo  00 

00   09 

A   A 

A 

A   A 

1^    i-< 

A 

A 

A 

<-4 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

AAA 

^^     »H     .H 

A 

A 

A   A 

A   A 

0 

O 

a 


2 
2 

03 


ta 

a 


O 
& 

e 
** 


3 


J3 

i 


8 


5 

CO 


80 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


OQ 


H 


g.2t3 


& 


3 


5^ 

O  p 


WPQ 


S 
g 


llit 

O  o 


1^ 

OS 


CG 

o 


H 


S 


00 


s 


1-1  xf  eo 

G4   00 

CO  00 


00  00 


3S 


to 


o  o  o 
o  o  o 


Sooudoot*cpudoookO 
OOi-l»dkOr-IIOt*C4«HCa 


o  o  o  o 
udeoeo^ci^^iocO'^MOQOioc^co 

00O«-tOe0C0C4k0CDi-l00>O00-^0^r-l 

o>C]oocDa>o>eo'^«HG4t«oo«-io>cooo 


00  1-1 


O  M  O 

«    <k    ai 

^  C4  o^ 

1-1  CD  00 


04 

s 


00  kO 

1-1  00 

lO  ^ 

1-1  00 


00  00 

o  o 

CO  CO 
kO  lO 


•k   «k 

00  00 


i-ic^iHOJi-ic^i-ic>jiHCJi-icvj»-ioii-ica 

00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  00  60 


•p   ^ 


fa 

-a 

Ik 

s 


5 


is 


o 


s 

1 


o 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  OOKMISSIONERS. 


81 


o  o 
o  o 


00 


O  C4  00 

O    «H    «H 

•^  <^  t* 
to 


CO 


e^ 


o  o  o  t- 

O  CO  o>  o> 

O^  CO  o>  ^  o 

1-1    CJ    »H    b-    CO 
1-H    i-H    N    C»I 


o  o  o  o  o  o 

CO  <D  O  O  O 


00  00 

_    CO  Oi 

CO  O)  c* 


CO 


O  VO  CO  kO  CO 

O  CO  "4*  1-H  O 

1-1  ei  «o 


Soooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
kOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


oooot-0>ooo]oeQO>ot-t-coooa)iHoooou3»doooo 
iHrHOdO»^coQOi-ioO'^eoO'<«t»a>e«icooooooooo^e4t*^kOrHO 

o>oesiC4'^udeac40-^u3iocoiHot-coe^tocococoo>r-iG4^aoo 
<ot-0)ko  «H«HC4C4<o<Okocoooooo)  T-(«Hr-«eot«i-ieo^ 

CQ  CO  «H  »H  00  -^ 


o  o 

o  3 

CO  »H 


04  e^ 


•^  ^ 


.  00   • 

•k 

.  »H   , 

r-l  »H 

00  lO   • 

0>  iH   < 

■k   •> 

1-H  00 

00  o> 

CO 

C4 

S  CO  s  s 

CO  CO  o>  o> 

■k    A    ■»    Sk 

CO  CO  Ud  lO 


gto 

CO  CO 


»HC^i-ICs5«HC^tH©ai-l©a»H©afH©ai-<WtHW»-ie^»HC^Ji-IC»flrHC^rHC^ 
00  CO  00  op  CO  CO  CO  00  CO  00  CO  00  op  op  CO  op  CO  op  CO  CO  op  CO  CO  00  CO  CO  CO  00 
Oi   O)  O)  w  Oi   Oi  O)  Ok  Oi  Oi   0>  O)  Oi  A  Ok  Ok  Ok  A  Ok  Ok  0«  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  A  Ok 


I 

I 


s 
§ 


H 


»4 

0) 


I 


M 
5 


0 
O 


s  I 


I 


O 

3 


o 


a 
5 

a 

4 


I 

a 

o 

1    ^ 


I 

■3    s 


82 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


SO 


s    • 


& 


|>o« 


S 


M  C4 


ss 


CO  eo  S  S 

m         *         »         «         •«         « 

94  C4  ua  lo  o  o 

1-H    1>H    O    O 

•^  xf  04  00 


00   00 
00  ^ 

o>  o 

CO  ^ 


o  eo  00  o 


o 
o 
o 


o> 


CO 


2 


kO  to 
C4  01 


sssssss§s§§§ 


o  o  o 


So  kO  kO  o  o  o 
O  l>  to  lO  o  o 

00  t-  »-4  "^  »H  ^  l6 


CI  S  O  "^  CO 

^ocooo»ooaooooi 


0»  kO  o 


o  o 


Sai«Hkot*^oooo<ocoeoeot«>a)i-Ht* 
tO'^kO^kOCOkO'^kOCOiO 


s 


CO 


!-•  Xf 


00  00  o  o 

«    «    Sk    » 

O  kO  o  o 


O  C4 

00  CO 

•k   « 

83 


kO  X|) 


o  o  o 

O  kO  00 

a>  ^  o 

«k    «k    «h 

lO  00  CO 
0>  M 


kO 
CI 


CO  CO  CO  00  CO  CO  CO  00  CO  CO  CO  00  00  00  00  00 
O^  O)  Oi  Oi   O)  0%  C^  9i   0>  A  0>  0>  O^  0>  Ok  ok 


o 

< 


o 


o 

& 

IS 

o 


s 

c 
o 

o 


M 

B 

o 

!2: 


I 

:3 


9 

o 
6 


t   « 


o 


s 

s 

I 


c 
o 

6 

s 


5 

at 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


88 


^    ^ 


Ud  O 
04  o 


o  o 

00  CO 

flk  Ak  «k 

00  lO  o 


^  ^ 


G4  U9 

^9 


S 


00 

■k        ak 

00  c* 
t-  04 

•k       « 

to  t- 


ooc4«HOOc4eo 

C404»Ht-OOtr-00 


eo  O)  iH 

xf  09 


O  00  00  to  to  kO 
04  t«  -^  lO  04  04 

04  r^ 


to  i-(  a»  00 

iH  lO  t-  t- 

00  t-  00 


to  Q 
«H  kO 

•»    •k 

00  S 
iH  to 

«   (k 

to  to 


o  o 


o  o  o  o  o  o  o 


\Q    kO 


lO  kO  o  o  o  o 


kO  o  o 


___        ____kO__     __ 

Okoooeoo40k0koc4eodk0kooeoook0ko 

04tOCOO>r-l040004eOkOkOO^t«OOOOtOTH 

«k«k«kakak*k«k«»««kak«k«*kak«k«k«k 

a>okooo)04^ooo4«-H«Ho>o»ootoa>iH'^ 

■^tOt-O>04COt-QO04t-CO"«*  04COOiH 

<^kOfHi>H  i>H«HeOCO 


tr  CO 
lO  to 


o  o 

C>l  04 


CO  to 

ncik 

00  Oi 

o>  o 


kO 

•k 


O  O  "^  to 
to  to  O  CO 

•k  «k  «k  Vh 

04   04   t«  O^ 

04  04  1-1  1-H 


to 

to 


s  s 

CO  1-1 

ak        m 

00  o> 

CO  kO 


o  t* 

kO  kO 

o  to 

■k         ak 

CO  00 
«9- 


tHC4»H04iHC4»H04rH04rHC4»H04»H04*H©^ 
CO  CO  CO  00  CO  CO  00  Co  CO  00  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  00  CO  00 
Oi  O^  O^  O^  O^  Ok  ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Qi  Gi  Cti 


1-1  04 

CO  CO 

Ok  Ok 


-v 


s 

OQ 


1  _ 


I 


I 


o 


GQ 


84 


BGPOST  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIOMERS. 


f 


53 


ft  ^ 


0) 

S 


0) 

G 
H 


I     SB 


-2 


GQ 

I 


S 


o  o 
o  o 


o 
o 


SOOkOOOlOCpAOOOtOOOOOO 
oo«HkOUdcoiot*oocQioeokO;D 

OOOOCOC<IO>^00>0)'^MOOO^*H 

OJ^^O'^i-lOOfHt-t-OOOJ^OOiHDJ 


o«-ieoeoovHiokO 
«HfHeooOi-^f-4koud 


1-4  04  eo  t<;^  lo  cb  o 


500.00 
176.00 

1,881.00 
1,870.00 

o    ■ 
o    • 

d 

CO 

CQ 

o  o  o 


S8SS 


o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


o  o  o 


o  o 

0  00 

01  o 

^  o 


1-1   t-   00  CO 

^  OJ  <0  lO    _     , 

iH   iH  O  lO  fH  rH 


kO  o»  o 

lO  «o  o 

rH    rH   ;0 

•h  Sk  Vh 

CO  o> 
09  00 


lO 


O  O  kO 
CO  o  t- 
lO  o  0> 


00  *-H  OJ  CD  N  t-  t- 
rH  C4   04  O  00  C4  01 
CO  00 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOQOO 

oooooooooooooooo 


OOOOOkOC00»»000O  OOOiOiO 
»000000>kOi-Ht«C4C40]00«OC3aO 
COkOO^IOrHOO'^^CaOi-HrHO^OlOO] 

COkOOi-iC'lOOkOoOOOkOOO'^O^O'^t- 
O'^fH'^rHrHOOOMkOOO'^AODOQ 
t*0000000>Ot-t>  OOOOriOOOO 

JU^  Ok  a^  Sk         «h         Vk  «k         ih 

•^*HC4  *HCO0O  OJO 


o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o 


OOOUSOUdOOOOOOUdlOOOtOO 

oooi-HftOMt-o)OOfr»e-aokoo90 
^eoo»aiO»OiHiOrH'^oooob-Or-io» 


■^  oa  00 

CO  t«  00 

i-H    i-H    -^ 


Oi 


t- 
"^ 


s 


aOCD»O0>OOC4O'^Ot- 

b-OOCaaOOO-^OOOOCO 
t?-   t-  O   1-i  rH  »H 


iHC«JiHCJ»HCSjiHCii-lC^<-INi-l<MrHCJ 
OOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOO 
Oi  Oi  O)  O^  A  P^  Ok  CD  O)  Oi  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  Ok  w 


o 


C) 


o 


»4 

OS 


G 

o 


§ 

s 

8 


i 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


86 


oooooooo 

kOaOOOOOOO 


ooooooooo 


o  o  o  o 


o 
o 


ooioooeooioioooooooooooo 

OOe0i-Hk0fc-Ot*t*^l0l0^r-li0i0OOOO 
THOt«t-OC^U300eqC0«l>0)Ot<->t*00TH0>iH 


t- 

^ 

o 

o 

CD 

C>] 

o 

•^ 

^5 

o 

00 

ik 

•« 

« 

• 

O 

t- 

00 

^5 

a> 

o 

00 

t- 

1-H 

G^ 

CO 

■^ 

•» 

•k 

» 

• 

iH 

iH 

CO 

CO 

G^)oot-Heo^t*ooaoooc4kO«-i 
eocoeococot-'^udeoeMeocD 


t*"  00  Tf  ^ 
00  0»  rH  «H 


CM  00  «D  <0 
O  O  t<-  O 
^  lO  CO  "^ 

•k    ak 


o  o 
o  o 


\0   to 

•k    » 

00  00 


<2  S 

S  2 

o 

S  2 

s 

o 

s 

o 

o  o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

kO  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o 

o 

o 

o  o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

C<1  kO 

o  o 

o 

o  o 

s 

o 

lO 

s 

O  O  kO 

o  S 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

t-  a> 

O  '^jt 

o 

O  kO 

o> 

«H 

O  O  00 

O  kO 

kO 

O  O  O  kO  o 

00  1-* 

O^  00 

»-H 

1-H    O 

-^ 

t- 

o 

o 

kO  00  CO 

lO  <^ 

CO  o 

1-H 

iH  0>  to  CO  kO 

■k        (k 

■k             Sk 

•k 

•k         ak 

*k 

•h 

■k 

•% 

^             flk             Vk 

•k         ak 

•k        (k 

■k 

•k         ak         ak         ak         Ik 

CM  or> 

o  o 

« 

t-    IH 

r^ 

1-H 

CO 

o 

00  CO  CO 
CM  k6  CM 

t-  o 

t-  t- 

CM 

CM  0>  O)   CO  O 

O  Oi 

kO   CO 

00 

kO  CO 

CO  CO 

t-  t-  ^  kO 

CM    1-H 

00  o> 

o  o 

ss 

o 

o  o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o  o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

O  kO 

o 

o  o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o  o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

o  -^ 

o  o 

o 

o  o 

o 

o 

o 

%o 

O  O  kO 

to  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

o  e> 

t-  00 

o 

O   CO 

CO 

-^ 

r^ 

CM 

kO   to    «-H 

t-  o» 

iH    0» 

kO 

o  o  o  o  o 

00  00 

1-H    CM 

00 

o  t- 

y-t 

00 

CM 

o 

t-   t-  CO 

to  CM 

CO  kO 

o> 

kO  b-  to  CO  00 

■k       flk 

■k             Bk 

•k 

•k         A 

mn 

«k 

•k 

•k 

«h         «k        «h 

■k          (k 

•k         ak 

ak 

•te         «h         «^         aw         sk 

00  00 

Oi  o 

CO 

l>  CM 

CM 

CM 

lO 

kO 

O  O  00 

0>   00 
O   US 

iH    1-H 

a> 

O  CO  1-H   t-  CO 

CO  kO 

Ci    1-H 

»-H 

1-1  CM 

CM 

•^ 

xf 

00 

00  O)  kO 

t-  00 

o 

1-H  CM  CO  O   iH 

00  00 

•k         (k 

CM  CM 

CM 

CM 

1-H 

1-H  CM   CM 

CO  CO 

CO  t- 

r^ 

1-H  CM  C>]  CM  CM 

■k         ak 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o  o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

o  o 

•               ■ 

o  o 

•               • 

o 

m 

o  o 

■               • 

o 

o 

• 

o 

o 

• 

o  o  o 

•               ■ 

o  o 

o 

o  o  o  o  o 

totOOOOOkOOOOOkOkOkOOkOOOOOOOOQO 
COt-kOOOOOCMkOCM'^CMCMCMO^^-1-HOOOkOkOOOkOO 
t-0>0»i-HCM0)ii|*C0x|)O^C0t*00k0OO00C0i-Ht-C0CM00 

^•^■hak«h«kak«h«k«k«kah«k«%«kflh«ka»akah«bfl^«ha« 

O>COOOOa)OOfr-O>0»0»eOCOCOOOOCOCMCOiHCMtr-OOCOOO 
•^tOb-O  i-HCMeO'^0»'^COCOCOCOCOCOt*tr-eMCO 

^Hv-H-<i4«tO  r^    1^  tHi-H  y-t    w^    r^ 


i-HCMi-HCMi-iCMi-^CMrHCMi-^CMi-HCMi-HCMi-HCMi-HCMi-HCMrHCM 
CO  Co  CO  OO  CO  CO  00  00  CO  OO  CO  00  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 
C^  Qi   O)  O^  0>  ^  0>  A  0>   O)  O^  O^  O)  O)  Oi  Ok  0>  Oi   Ok  0>  Ok  Ok  Ok  o> 


o 


§ 

a 


*i4 


Si 

o 

5 


s 

o 


i 


►-a 


o 


8 

;3 


0 

s 

o 

0> 


o 

I 


& 


■a    s 


08 


86 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


0) 

§ 


^ 


hH       "^ 


H 


^^ 


o 

o 

o 

>  o 

o 

*  o 

o 

>  o 

>  o 

»  o 

o 

o 

^5 

o 

o 

^ 

o  o 

o 

>  o 

o  o 

c 

>  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

Total 

Exempt 

Property. 

ss 

o 

is 

ss 

ko  ua 

is 

is 

'  ^  C>  Q>  ^  %6  ^ 
OI  04   O  O  00  O 

09  O 

Cfi 

>  o 

00  o 

o  w 

1  "^ 

'  l> 

kO  kO  CO  00  ^  00 

m       m 

ft         Ik         ak        « 

•k            .k 

■k«k««k«kak«» 

iH  ua 

lO 

1  o 

a>  o 

■^  -^ 

CO 

1  o 

>  ko  o>  a>  o]  ko  00 

CO  O) 

OG 

1  oa 

00  o> 

O  04 

02 

1  00 

o  -^  OI  o  oo  «-l 

0>    1H 

CD  t- 

00  oc 

kC 

1    rH 

OI   1-H  CD  0>  04  00 

•k          » 

«        •. 

ft       »       »       «                  «       «k        » 

CO  t- 

rH    »H 

th 

1  ^-^ 

Tj<  kO          04  t<-  CO 

rH    rH                    Oi   O 

rH 

o  o 

■ 

• 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

ii 

o  d 

■  d  d 

2 

o  o 

.  CO  o 

'& 

■  t-   00 

a 

05  Ol 

00  04 

1 

.  OI  OI 

.  "^"^ 

a 

to  kO 

o  o 

o 

>  o 

§s 

o  o 

o 

>  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

o  o 

o 

»  o 

o  o 

o 

>  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

ble. 

o  o 

o 

c 

o  o 

d  o 

s 

>  o 

d  d  d  d  -^  00 

o  o 

00  t- 

>  Oi 

lO  o 
O  Oi 

1  o 

>  o 

O  xf  O  O  t-  OI 
O  O)  OI  kO  ^  O 

1         -Q 

Mb 

lh         1 

Ik             M             K             n 

•k        « 

■^■^■^•^•^•ha^ak 

Xf    tH 

oc 

o 

rH    0> 

Oi  ^ 

oc 

1  Oi 

00  xf  00  oa  OI  04 

c 

O    tH 

»-H 

1  O] 

y-t    rH 

rH    W 

o 

>  o 

00   0»           «-H   rH    00 
rH    rH                     0>    kO 

<A 

tH    »H 

rH    rH 

oa  oj 

t? 

-  -^ 

H 

^lO 

o  o 

o 

»  o 

o  o 

o  o 

>  o 

>  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

o  o 

o 

o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

>  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

S)    ^  . 

2  G  fc  S 

\6  c< 

o 

>  o 

d  d 

to  ic 

I  o 

»  d 

G  c>  c>  c>  ^  <6 

t-  W3 

o 

*  o 

o  o 

04  O] 

o 

»  o 

■^  00  O  O  iA   oo 

CD  ua 

•^ 

o 

rH   CO 

ko  ec 

)  09 

1  O] 

O  0>  00  Oi  o  t* 

•k           » 

Ik        ■ 

k           Ik           Sk 

•h         •»        « 

hfl^«k«^*««^^         a^ 

00  o 

xf 

t- 

O    *-H 

Oi  Oi 

o 

•  t- 

04   kO  kO  04  00   CD 

^  c3  av 

o»  t- 

•  -^ 

>  xf 

00   kO 

t*  00 

o 

»  o 

kO  -^  CO  00  lO  »o 

^     8  S 

^  kO 

Oi  Oi 

oo 

1  t- 

kO  "^  00  t^O*  04^ 

^  ^ 

oTd      of  iH  CO 

rH                   CO    CD 

o  o 

o 

>  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

>  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

o  o 

o 

•  o 

o  o 

o  o 

»  o 

►  o 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

• 

b-^  oo 

o 

>  o 

d  d 

d  o 

"  o 

1  o 

d  d  d  d  d  d 

• 

i-<  00 

Ifl 

§ 

o  o 

to  kC 

o 

*  o 

00  o  o  o  Oi  oo 

73 

CO  oo 

CS] 

C>]   00 

O  CO 

kC 

»  kO 

^   CO  CO  Oi   rH   CM 

•k          .k          a 

k        «        M        (k 

K            « 

ft««».kak.k          .k 

a 

00  c^ 

C«5 

00 

CD  CD 

kO   rH 

'^ 

'  -^ 

O  00  kO  CO  CO   t« 

rt 

M  ^ 

c^ 

c^ 

0>    rH 

O   rH 

rH 

1    »H 

t>  O  kO  O  '^   ^ 

rH   00 

rH 

rH    r-^ 

1 

•«^    kO   04    <-H   O)    «-H 

.k        •> 

»         »                                  ak          M 

CQ   C^] 

^   ^                  ^    CD 
04    C4 

!2 

*-l  w 

fH 

c^ 

rH    OI 

rH   OI 

»-H 

1  04 

*-H   OI    *-•   04    rH    04 

S! 

00  00 

00 

00 

00  00 

00  00 

1  CO 

1  CQ 

00  00  00  OQ  00   00 

1-i    rH 

OS 

rH 

rH 

rH    rH 

s^ ' 

Oi  Oi 

rH    rH 

OS 

r^ 

>  O) 

1    iH 

Oi  Oi  Oi  Oi  Oi   Oi 

1^    y^    v^    1-^    r^    w^ 

• 

DQ 

o 

Eh 

P 

-< 

g 

8 

s 

1 

T 

1 

i 

o 

t 

'3 

JS 

1                      ^^ 

t 

0 

i4 

fi° 

1 

-s  i  § 

t      9      '^ 

S     o     s 

1 

1 

^ 

t 

Qi 

a 

o 

o 

o 

z 

;? 

z 

1 

z 

5z; 

£ 

^ 

1 

A 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


87 


G 

>  c 

>  o  o  c 

>ooooooc 

tOOOOOOOOOO 

o  o 

oooooooooooooooooooooo 

kO  kO 

OU3OOOOOkdiAiAOOC0^OOOOkdc<iu3k0 

CO  00 

kO<^OkOOkOOOCO-^t-OkOO»COOkOkOOO)Cg^O» 

oot-ojeo»oo<0"^i-H«i-ii-icoi-io?oooi-H»Hcsiot- 

00  kO 

CO  CO 

n         « 

•k         ak 

M            Vh            «k            Ck 

ak         (k 

b-o^oooooiooiHOb-eoeoioo^oii-HOOkOkOc^ii-Hi-ii-i 

OJO>"^t-'^<OC^O>CO'^»Ot-t-COrHC^C^MOO«0;000 

00  Oi 

CM  00 

C^C4C4Mt«OOC4CQO>OCs]CDOO 

r-l   kA    CO    CO 

0>  0J 

•>        K 

«k         «k 

■k          (k          «          Ik 

•k         ak 

»-<    rH 

r^    r^ 

rH    Xf    Xf    00    CO 

»H   1-H   CM   CM 

00   kO 

1-1    rH 

00  Oi 

•  o  o  o  o  o 
■  o  o  o  o  o 

•:§§§§§ 

•  t-  «o  o>  -^  -^ 

o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o 

c>  ^  ^  c> 

^  <<4i  O  O 
"^0*0  0 

:§§§§ 

d  d  d  d 
o  o  o  o 

•   t-  00  Xf   00 

181 . 00 
046.00 

ak         (k         Ik         « 

•k         «         a>         ak 

a>         <k 

CO    00    rH    CO 

rH    1-H    CM    CO 

t-  0) 

0S    rH 

«         ak 

to  kO 

»  o  c 

>  o  o  o  o  o  c 

>ooooooooooooo 

o  o 

»  o  c 

►  o  o  o  o  o  c 

>ooooooooooooo 

kO  O 

>  kd  c 

I  o  ko  o  kd  ko  tn 

1  o  o  d  o  ko  d  kd  o  o  o  o  o "o" 

CO  l> 

kC 

>  <^  iC 

>  O  CM  t-   «  CO   C^ 

■  kOOOkOC<-Ot-C 

>  O  kO  kO  kO  o 

O  00 

c 

*   U3   CS3 

1    Ud    -^    rH    Cft    ;0    CC 

>OOOOCO-^Ot-COOOOkOOOCOCO 

O    r^ 

Ik        « 

ih         a^ 

■wak«kakakak«k«k 

■k         •» 

oc 

»  o>  oc 

i  ^  ^  ao  a>  oo  iC 

IOOOO0iCM"^OOrHr- 

1   CM   00  O   00   CO 

CO   CO 

oc 

>  kO 

y-t  oi  e^  ^  ^ 

00  00  00  oO  00  00 

00   0)   0)   00 

CO  Oi 

00    0)    rH    iH 

rH    -^    -^ 

O  CM 

T^     1-i 

rH    1-H 

1-1   rH 

c 

>  o  c 

>  O  N   CO  O  O  C 

»oooooooc 

>  o  o  o  o  o 

CM   CO 

o 

>  o  c 

1  O  CM  o>  o  o  o 

•  oooooooo 

»  O  kO  O  O  O 

t-  -^ 

c 

I  c=>  C 

)   O   rH    rH   kd    O    U3 

idkdkdodddc 

>  d  CM  CM  kd  kd 

kd  00 

c 

>  o  u: 

>    O    O)    rH    0)    kO    C<] 

kocococo-^ooka 

»  kO  -^  00   ^  ^^t 

kO   00 

oc 

)  Tj<  U3 

»   00    CO   CO   00    rH    r- 

i^ocoooooo-^oc 

)  kO  CM   CO  CO  00 

■«*  00 

1 

K           Ik 

H             •« 

•k            M            »            »            1 

H9k0k9^mk^9k9^i 

tk         9k         mk          m^         0k         m^ 

M         ak 

^ 

1  o  oc 

1  CO  O  CM  0)  o>  o 

it>>kO«^'^OOOkOi4< 

1   00   CO   0i   t-   rH 

04   t- 

xa 

►  00  ^ 

CO  O   T-t  00  0>  05 

0iCOOO0irHOrHf-1 

1    rH    00    rH    00    t- 

Oi  kO 

^] 

CM  CJ 

1    CM    kO    CO   rH 

1   rH    t*   oc   0)   CM    kO   kO 

00  O  b-  t- 

kO   CO 

< 

k         ak 

■k        (k 

M          a^          ■«          a^ 

•k         a.         •« 

•k       Ik 

1— ( 

1    rH 

1^    r-H 

rH  CM   CM   CM 

rH    00    00 

$124 
134 

o 

o  e 

o  oc 

>  ^  o  o  o 

oooooooo 

o  o  o  o  o 

00  -i* 

o 

o  e 

o  t-  o  o  o  o 

oooooooo 

O  kO  o  o  o 

CM  O 

o 

o  o 

O  00  00  O  O  kfl 

kdkdkdcodokdo 

d  CM  d  o  o 

CO   00 

o 

o  o 

ko  oc 

>   CO  CM   kO   '<4< 

t-COOO-^rHOt-O 

kO  O  0)  kO  kO 

-^  00 

o 

00  •^ 

00  t-  CO  c-  ea  CO 

OOCMrHTjtOOOkOt- 

kO  b>  00  00  00 

t-  t- 

i 

ft         »         a 

ft        « 

•k*k«kak«k«kak«.K«k««k«»«k«k««k| 

ak         ak 

O) 

0»    rH 

OJ   r- 

t    CO    rH    CM    rH 

CM0>rH0)t>>COQO0} 

0)   kO   00   CM   O 

CM  0) 

w 

rH    03 

1   CM   CO   -^   ^ 

"^  "^   kO  O  CO  t-   t> 

kO  "^  t-   t- 

CM   kO 

^^  1-i 

rH    1-1    00    "^    CO    CO 

• 

C4   CO   00   CO 
CM  CM 

$39,7 
41,5 

"i-5 

M    iH 

CM    r- 

1    CM    rH    ©a    rH 

CMrHCMrHCMrHCMrH 

CM    rH    CM     rH    CM 

rH    CM 

CO 

CO  00 

00   CC 

00  CO  CO  oc 

00  CO  00  00  00  00  00  oc 

00   CO   00   00   CO 

CO   00 

03 

»H    rH 

>  0^  0)  0)   0) 

\    r^    f^    r^    1^ 

0)   0>   0)   0>   0)   0)   0)   0d 

rHvHrHr-ti^rHrHrH 

0)  0>  0)  0^  0> 

r^    i-t    w^    ^-t    r^ 

rH    tH 

• 

o 

••J 

•g 

s 

a 

s 

-o 

•o 

0 

9^ 

^                 aM 

GO 

g 

i 

^         Q 

fl      .a      i:      c5 

est  Wa 
oonsoc 

i 

8 

1 

•*4 

2 

.t: 

1 

uth 
vert 

aire 
arw: 
este 

est  < 

H 

s 

GO 

<2 

p 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

88 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 


TABLE  IX. 

Pbsr  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  op  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  the  Years  1930, 1931  and  1932. 


Cities  and  Towns. 

Year 

[1930 

1931 

[1932 

Valuation. 

Population. 

Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 

Barrin^on 

$13,839,750 .  00 
13,819,100 .  00 
14,016,960.00 

6,162 
6,162 
6,162 

$2,681  OS 
2,677  08 

2.715  41 

Bristol 

[1930 
1931 
1932 

18,706,500 .  00 
18,361,100.00 
17,314,058.00 

11,963 

11.953 

.    11,963 

1,564  92 
1,536  10 

1,448.51 

Burrillville 

11930 
U931 
[1932 

6,269,430.00 
6,406,130.00 
6,431,480.00 

7,677 
7.677 
7,677 

816.65 
834  45 

837  75 

Centrnl  Fr118     ... 

'1930 
1931 
1932 

25,292,220.00 
34,676,432 .  00 
32,369,671 .  00 

26,898 
26,898 
26,898 

976  60 
1,338  92 

1,249  50 

Charlestown 

1930 
1931 
1932 

2,466,300 .  00 
2,775,842 .  00 
2,796,883 .  00 

1.118 
1,118 
1,118 

2.205  99 
2,482  86 

2,501  68 

Coventry 

1930 
1931 
1932 

6,482,866.00 
6,366,680 .  00 
6,366,260 .  00 

6,430 
6,430 
6,430 

1.008.22 
988  42 

988  53 

Cranston 

1930 
1931 
1932 

70,243,196.00 
71,111,266.00 
69,603,206 .  00 

42,911 
42,911 
42,911 

1,636  95 
1,657.18 

1.619  70 

• 

Cumberland 

1930 
1931 
1932 

12,803,660 .  00 
12,506,886.00 
12,984,340.24 

10,304 
10,304 
10,304 

1,242.59 
1,213.69 

1,260  12 

East  Greenwich 

1930 

-1931 

1932 

5,661,057.00 
6,673,223 .  60 
6,601,389.60 

3,666 
3,666 
3,666 

1,616  92 
1,620.24 
1,627  92 

East  Providence 

1930 

1931 

,1932 

46,193,660.00 
46,731,126.00 
44,778,460.00 

29,996 
29,996 
29,996 

1,506  70 
1,524.62 
1,492.86 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  op  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  THE  Years  1930, 1981  and  1982. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


£xeter 


Foster 


Glocester 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown 


Johnston 


Lincoln . . 


Liittle  Compton 


Middletown 


Marragansett 


Year 


1980 
<  1931 
[l932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 

1931 

[1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
a931 
1932 


Valuation. 


$863,995.00 
863,635.00 
867,022 .  00 

963,760 .  00 
942,685.00 
937,665.00 

1,794,642  00 
1,808,222.00 
1,807,074.00 

2,463,955.00 
2,665,937 .  00 
2,601,395.00 

6,347,496.00 
6,750,892 .  00 
6,384,691 .  00 

9,109,977.00 
9,113,933.00 
8,917,538.00 

10,126,355.00 
10,284,344 .  00 
10,503,762.00 

4,287,510 .  00 
4,963,886.00 
4,393,410 .  00 

6,596,875.00 
7,060,676.00 
6,475,325.00 

6,686,000.00 
6,734,526.00 
6,843,000 .  00 


Population. 


1,314 
1,314 
1,314 

946 
946 
946 

1,693 
1,693 
1,693 

2,823 
2,823 
2,823 

1,599 
1,699 
1,699 

9,357 
9,367 
9,357 

10,421 
10,421 
10,421 

1,382 
1,382 
1,382 

2,499 
2,499 
2,499 

1,268 
1,268 
1,268 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$649.92 
649.64 
669 . 83 

1,018.76 
996 . 39 
991 . 18 

1,060 .  03 
1,068.05 
1,067.37 

872 . 81 
908 . 93 
886 . 07 

3,344 .  27 
3,596 . 56 
3,367.53 

973 . 60 
974 . 02 
953.03 

971 . 72 

986.88 

1,907.94 

3,102.39 
8,691 . 81 
3,179.02 

2,639 . 80 
2,821.36 
2,691 . 16 

6,236.29 
6,353  36 
6,439 .  68 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Per  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towks 

FOR  the  Years  1930,  1931  and  1932. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Newport 


New  Shoreham 


North  Kingstown 


North  Providence 


North  Smithfield 


1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

[1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 


Pawtucket 


[1930 
1931 
1932 


Portsmouth 


Providence 


1930 

1931 

[1932 

1930 
<  1931 
1932 


Richmond 


Sdtuate 


fl930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 


$81,158,950.00 
82,171,500.00 
82,462,700 .  00 

1,052,000.00 
1,049,500.00 
1,021,275.00 

8,471,100.00 
8,563,700.00 
8,381,700.00 

12,861,260.00 
13,065,270 .  00 
12,995,714.00 

6,156,580.00 
5,943,300 .  00 
5,566,250 .  00 

135,946,579.00 
154,737,140.00 
147,208,680.00 

7,995,275  00 
8,067,725 .  00 
7,988,550.00 

691,855,928.00 
684,881,054.00 
639,356,640 .  00 

2,072,875.00 
2,088,535.00 
1,985,655.00 

8,322,595 .  00 
8,350,230 .  00 
8,201,080.00 


Population. 


27,612 
27,612 
27,612 

1,029 
1,029 
1,029 

4,279 
4,279 
4,279 

11,104 
11,104 
11,104 

3,945 
3,945 
3,945 

77,149 
77,149 
77,149 

2,969 
2,969 
2,969 

252,981 
252,981 
252,981 

1,535 
1,535 
1,535 

2,292 
2,292 
2,292 


Per  CapiU 
Valuation. 


$2,939  26 
2,975  93 
2,986  4S 

1,022  35 

1,019.92 

992  49 

1,979.69 
2,001  33 
1,958  79 

1,158  25 
1,176  62 
1,170  36 

1,560  60 
1,506  53 
1,410  96 

1,762  13 
2,005  69 
1,908  10 

2,692  91 
2,717.32 
2,690  65 

2,734 . 81 
2,707  24 
2,627  29 

1,350.40 
1,360  60 
1,293.58 

3,631  14 
3,643  20 
3,678  13 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  the  Years  1930, 1931  and  1932. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Smithfield 


South  Kingstown 


Tiverton 


Warren 


"Warwick 


Westerly 


West  Greenwich 


West  Warwick 


Woonsocket 


The  State 


Year 


[1930 
h931 

[1932 

1930 

<  1931 
1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 

1930 
a931 
1932 

1930 

<  1931 
[l932 

fl930 
1931 
1932 


[1930 
n931 
[1932 

1930 
1931 
1932 


1930 
1931 
1932 


Valuation. 


$5,826,576.00 
5,978,202 .  00 
5,997,225 .  00 

11,970,740.00 
12,153,635.00 
11,916,399.00 

6,949,014 .  00 
6,760,080 .  00 
6,139,975.00 

13,697,905.00 
12,264,930 .  00 
11,328,460.00 

33,621,605.00 
35,634,090.00 
39,644,440 .  00 

23,069,100.00 
28,402,450 .  00 
23,327,650 .  00 

480,600 .  00 
484,250.00 
493,850 .  00 

18,265,600 .  00 
18,196,945.00 
17,134,307.00 

94,457,300 .  00 
95,858,450 .  00 
90,265,050.00 


$1,419,219,663.00 
1,447,034,201 .  50 
1,382,189,158.74 


Population. 


3,967 
3,967 
3,967 

6,010 
6,010 
6,010 

4,578 
4,578 
4,578 

7,974 
7,974 
7,974 

23,196 
23,196 
23,196 

10,997 
10,997 
10,997 

402 
402 
402 

17,696 
17,696 
17,696 

49,376 
49,876 
49,376 


687,497 
687,497 
687,497 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$1,468.76 
1,506.98 

1,511.77 

1,991 .  80 
2,022.23 
1,982.76 

1,517.91 
1,476.64 
1,341 .  19 

1,717.82 
1,538.11 
1,420.67 

1,449.45 
1,536.21 
1,709.10 

2,097 .  76 
2,128.07 
2,121.27 

1,195.52 
1,204.60 
1,228.48 

1,082.18 

1,028.80 

968.25 

1,913 . 02 
1,941.39 
1,828.11 


$2,064.82 
2,104.78 
2,010.46 
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[General  Laws  of  1923,  Chapter  38.] 

(491)  Sec.  7.  The  board  of  tax  commissioners  shall  biennially  in  the  odd- 
numbered  years  report  to  the  governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in 
such  years,  and  the  governor  shall  forthwith  present  such  report  to  the  general 
assembly.  Such  report  shall  set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corpora- 
tions, companies,  firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  general  treas- 
urer, classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are  paid ; 
the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated  form,  distin- 
guishing the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of  taxation;  the  amount  of 
property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from  taxation  with  the  causes  of  exemp- 
tion ;  and  any  recommendations  for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
which  said  board  may  deem  necessary  or  advisable :  Provided,  however,  that  if  the 
governor  requests  they  shall,  or  if  the  board  of  tax  commissioners  deems  it 
necessary  or  advisable,  said  board  may  report  at  other  times  upon  matters  relating 
to  taxation. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMTTTAL 


To  His  Excellency,  Theodore  Francis  Green,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  Chapter  38 
of  the  General  Laws,  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  herewith 
submit  its  fifteenth  report. 

ZENAS  W.  BLISS, 
FRANK  F.  DAVIS, 
EDWARD  L.  LEAHY, 

Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  February  1,  1935. 


REPORT 


Section  7  of  Chapter  38  of  the  General  Laws  requires  that  the  Board 
of  Tax  Commissioners  shall  report  biennially  to  the  Governor  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  February  in  the  odd-numbered  years  and  that 
the  Governor  shall  forthwith  present  such  report  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. The  section  referred  to  further  provides  that  such  report  shall 
set  forth  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon  corporations,  companies, 
firms  and  individuals  paying  taxes  directly  to  the  General  Treasurer, 
classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  such  taxes  are 
paid ;  the  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  in  tabulated 
form,  distinguishing  the  several  classes  thereof,  with  the  rates  of 
taxation ;  the  amount  of  property  in  each  city  and  town  exempt  from 
taxation,  with  the  causes  of  exemption;  and  any  recommendations 
for  the  better  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  which  said  Board  may 
deem  necessary  or  advisable. 

The  same  general  arrangement  of  statistics  and  other  data  that  has 
been  employed  in  preparing  reports  in  previous  years  is  continued  in 
the  present  report,  thus  providing  an  ease  of  comparison  between  the 
statistical  tables  of  the  several  periods. 

The  various  sources  of  revenue  of  the  State  are  tabulated  under  the 
following  headings : 

Direct  State  Tax  on  Cities  and  Towns. 

Tax  on  Savings  and  Participation  Accounts  in  Savings  Banks,  State  Banks  and 
Trust  Companies. 

Tax  on  Premiums  and  Assessments  of  Insurance  Companies. 

Fines  and  Costs  from  Courts. 

Fees  for  Corporation  Charters. 

Fees,  Import  and  Other  Charges  on  Alcoholic  Beverages. 

Tax  on  Motor  Vehicle  Fuels. 

Oyster  Ground  Rentals.  * 

Municipal  License  Fees. 

Motor  Vehicle  Registration  and  License  Fees. 

State  Tax  on  Manufacturing,  Mercantile  and  Business  Corporations.  . 

Franchise  and  Minimum  Tax  on  Domestic  Corporations. 

State  Tax  on  Beverage  Manufacture  and  Sale. 
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State  Tax  on  Public  Service  Corporations. 

Taxes  on  Net  Estates,  Inheritances,  Legacies  and  Gifts. 

Tax  on  Interest-bearing  Deposits  in  National  Banks. 

^Miscellaneous. 


The  revenue  received  by  the  State  from  the  various  sources  enumer- 
ated in  the  above  classification  for  the  period  of  twenty  years  from  1914 
to  1934  inclusive,  and  the  proportion  each  bears  to  the  total  revenue  are 
set  forth  in  Tables  I  and  I-a. 

The  amounts  of  taxes,  fees  and  charges  paid  in  1933  and  1934  by 
corporations,  companies,  firms  and  individuals  directly  to  the  General 
Treasurer,  classified  according  to  the  several  statutes  under  which  sudi 
taxes  are  paid,  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

The  amounts  of  the  several  taxes  assessed,  and  the  valuations  fixed, 
by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  for  the  years  1932, 1933  and  1934 
are  set  forth  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

The  aggregate  number  of  estates,  valuations,  net  estate  taxes  and 
transfer  taxes,  by  cities  and  towns,  determined  and  assessed  under  the 
Inheritance  Tax  Law,  for  the  years  1933  and  1934,  are  shown  in 
Table  V. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  each  city  and  town,  the  tax 
rates,  gains  or  losses  in  each  class,  and  totals,  soldiers'  and  inability 
exemptions,  total  property  assessed  for  the  years  1933  and  1934,  and  the 
State  tax  for  each  city  and  town  are  set  forth  in  Table  VL 

The  percentage  of  tax  assessed  under  each  classification  of  property 
by  cities  and  towns  for  the  years,  1932,  1933  and  1934  is  shown  in 
Table  VII. 


*  Under  the  heading  ''Miscellaneous*'  are  collected  such  items  of  reveBue  as  are  earned 
by  and  returned  to  certain  public  institutions  for  their  own  use*  such  as  the  State  Home  aatd 


fiscal  policy  of  the  State.  The  separate  items  are  covered  in  the  reports  of  the  several  State 
departments.  Receipts  from  sales  of  bonds  and  other  obligations  are  also  included  (See  p.  20). 
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A  summary  of  the  property  exempt  under  Chapter  58  of  the  General 
Laws  as  amended,  in  1933  and  1934,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of 
the  several  cities  and  towns,  is  set  forth  in  Table  VIII. 

A  classification  of  property  exempt  in  1933  and  1934  under  four 
separate  headings — land,  buildings  and  improvements,  tangible  per- 
sonal property,  and  intangible  personal  property — and  the  total  amount 
of  property  exempt  in  each  class  are  set  forth  in  Table  VII  I-a. 

The  per  capita  local  assessed  valuations  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  for  the  years  1932,  1933  and  1934  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  and  amount  of  tax  assessed  in  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  since  the  en- 
actment of  the  Tax  Act  of  1912,  and  the  average  local  rate  for  the  years 
191 1  and  1934,  are  set  forth  in  Table  X. 

The  total  valuations  of  property,  as  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the 
several  cities  and  towns,  dassified  under  land,  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, tangible  personal  property,  and  intangible  personal  property, 
with  the  per  centum  of  increase  for  each  year  from  1912  to  1934  inclu- 
sive, and  per  centum  of  total  increase  for  the  22-year  period,  are  shown 
in  Table  X-a, 

The  total  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  with 
per  centum  of  increase  or  decrease,  for  each  year  from  1912  to  1934 
inclusive,  are  set  forth  in  Table  XI. 

A  summary  of  the  assessed  wealth  of  the  State  for  the  years  1930  to 
1934  inclusive,  is  shown  in  Table  XII. 

Tax  Legislatioii. 

The  period  covered  by  this  report  was  productive  of  fewer  legislative 
measures  bearing  more  or  less  directly  upon  state  and  local  taxation  and 
revenue  than  has  been  the  case  for  several  years.  Ten  measures  of  this 
character  were  enacted  in  1933  and  nine  in  1934.  Of  this  total  of  nine- 
teen enactments  only  three  had  any  direct  effect  in  increasing  the  public 
revenues,  and  all  three  of  these  were  in  the  nature  of  licenses  and 
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imposts  upon  two  classes  of  specially  privileged  enterprises — the  pro- 
duction and  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  and  the  conducting  of  horse- 
racing  meets.  The  usual  proportion  of  exemption  grants  was  in  evi- 
dence, eight  of  the  nineteen  enactments  being  of  this  character. 

The  following  summary  covering  the  1933  and  1934  sessions  of  the 
General  Assembly  reflects  briefly  the  scope  of  the  nineteen  measures 
referred  to : 


January  Session,  1933 


Chap.  2011.  Unemployment  Emergency  Act,  under  which  installment  of  direct 
State  tax  due  October  15,  1932  was  returned  to  cities  and  towns  for 
unemployment  relief  purposes. 

2013.  Alcoholic  Beverage  Act,  establishing  license  system  for  manufac- 
ture,  transportation,  possession  and  sale,  and  imposing  tax  of  $1.00 
per  thirty-one  gallons  on  beverages  manufactured  and  sold  within 
this  State  to  be  assessed  monthly  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners. 

2022.  Extending  the  scope  of  Chapter  1596,  Public  Laws  of  1930  for  the 
speedy  adjudication  of  small  claims,  to  include  actions  to  recover  the 
amount  of  any  tax  or  interest  thereon  aggregating  not  more 
than  $50. 

2028.  Restoring  to  Section  23,  Chapter  47,  General  Laws  the  provision 
excepting  sinking  fund  and  interest  requirements  and  payments  on 
indebtedness  from  the  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  tax  rate  limit 
(Omitted  under  Pub.  Laws  1932,  Chap.  1944.) 

2032.  Recasting  Chapter  1905,  Public  Laws  of  1932,  constituting  the  filing 
of  a  copy  of  an  execution  on  real  estate  with  the  recorder  of  deeds  a 
good  and  sufficient  levy,  authorizing  sale  in  case  of  failure  to  re- 
deem, and  vesting  in  the  purchaser  at  public  auction  all  the  estate, 
right  and  interest  which  the  debtor  had  therein  at  time  of  levy. 

2053.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  Narragansett  to  exempt  certain  real  estate 
of  the  Narragansett  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  and  certain 
real  estate  and  personal  property  of  Purple  Pansy  Troop,  Narra- 
gansett Girl  Scouts. 

2054.  Authorizing  the  City  of  Providence  to  exempt  real  and  personal 
estate  of  the  Hope  Hospital,  Inc.,  used  for  its  corporate  purposes. 
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2056.  Establishing  a  public  school  teachers'  retirement  system  in  the  City 
of  Newport  and  exempting  all  funds  and  rights  created  thereunder 
from  any  State  or  municipal  tax. 

2057.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  Middletown  to  establish  a  system  of  fees 
in  connection  with  the  use  of  public  beaches  and  commons  in  said 
town. 

2058.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  South  Kingstown  to  exempt  up  to  $2,000 
real  estate  of  the  Kingston  Improvement  Association  used  exclu- 
sively for  public  purposes. 

January  Session,  1934 

Chap.  2086.  Imposing  a  system  of  taxes  and  license  fees  on  horse-racing  meets 
authorized  by  a  commission  created  hereunder  and  providing  for 
payment  of  one-half  the  net  revenues  to  cities  and  towns  in  propor- 
tion to  local  assessed  valuations. 

2088.  Amending  Public  Laws,  1933,  Chapter  2013,  establishing  a  license 
system  with  respect  to  alcoholic  beverages;  classifying  for  purposes 
of  taxation  such  beverages  manufactured  and  sold  within  this  state, 
and  fixing  rates  to  be  assessed  monthly  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Com- 
missioners on  each  class. 

2100.  Authorizing  single  newspaper  publications  of  tax  sale  notices  with 
real  estate  fully  described,  and  limiting  subsequent  publications  to 
formal  legal  notices. 

2101.  Requiring  municipalities  to  make  provision  for  the  optional  payment 
of  local  taxes  in  equal  quarterly  installments. 

2148.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  Charlestown  to  exempt  certain  real  estate 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Boy  Scouts,  Inc. 

2161.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  Narragansett  to  exempt  the  St.  Philo- 
mena's  parish  house  and  rectory  and  St.  Peter's  parish  house  and 
rectory. 

2166.  Authorizing  the  Town  of  South  Kingstown  to  exempt  certain  real 
estate  of  Troop  No.  1,  Kingston,  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Act.  Exempting  real  and  personal  estate  in  Newport  of  the  Monastery  of 

Discalced  Carmelites  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  to  the  amount  of 
$60,000  while  used  exclusively  for  charitable  and  educational 
purposes. 

Resolution.  Urging  the  adoption  by  Congress  of  the  proposal  for  a  Federal  tax 
upon  cocoanut  and  sesame  oils  and  other  foreign  competing  fats 
and  oils. 
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New  Sources  of  Revenue. 

The  act  imposing  a  series  of  taxes,  license  fees,  and  other  charges  on 
the  importation,  production  and  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  and  creat* 
ing  an  alcoholic  beverage  commission  for  the  State  was  passed  in  1933, 
prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  eighteenth  amendment,  and  was  amended  in 
important  respects  so  far  as  the  revenue  features  were  concerned  in 
1934,  after  repeal.  With  the  exception  of  a  State  tax  on  manufacture 
and  sale  within  this  State  which  is  assessed  monthly  by  the  Board  of 
Tax  Commissioners,  with  monthly  returns  to  this  Board,  the  revenue 
features  of  the  law  come  under  the  administration  of  the  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Commission. 

The  tax  on  manufacture  and  sale  coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Board  was  limited  in  1933  to  the  assessment  of  one  dollar  on  every 
thirty-one  gallons,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  manufactured  and  sold 
within  this  State.  The  product  at  that  time  was  confined  to  non-intoxi- 
cating beverages  which  were  defined  in  the  law  as  those  which  con- 
tained not  more  than  3.2  per  centum  of  alcohol  by  weight.  Only  three 
such  manufacturers  were  subject  to  this  tax  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30, 1933.  Under  the  amendment  to  the  law  passed  in  1934, 
subsequent  to  repeal,  this  tax  on  manufacture  and  sale  was  extended  to 
strong  liquors,  as  distinguished  from  beer  or  other  brewery  products, 
with  classified  rates  ranging  from  20  cents  per  gallon  on  still  wines  to 
70  cents  per  gallon  on  brandy  spirits.  Rates  of  4  cents  per  gallon  on 
ethyl  alcohol  used  for  non-beverage  purposes  and  $1.00  per  gallon  on 
ethyl  alcohol  used  for  beverage  purposes  were  also  included  in  the 
classification,  but  up  to  the  present  time  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
ethyl  alcohol  does  not  appear  to  have  become  a  part  of  the  local  beverage 
industry. 

These  monthly  taxes  are  certified  to  the  General  Treasurer  for  col- 
lection and  one-half  the  receipts  therefrom  are  distributed  to  the 
several  cities  and  towns  in  proportion  to  population,  the  other  half 
being  retained  for  the  use  of  the  State.  The  receipts  from  this  tax  in 
1933  were  only  $3,310,  but  in  1934  amounted  to  $113,660.84.  In 
addition  to  these  items  the  revenue  from  fees  and  charges  collected  by 
the  Alcoholic  Beverage  Commission  and  turned  over  to  the  General 
Treasurer  aggregated  $16,000  in  1933  and  $140,386.21  in  1934.  Thus 
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the  total  revenue  accruing  to  the  State  from  these  sources  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1934  was  $197,216.63  and  to  the  cities  and 
towns  $56,830.42. 

The  act  imposing  a  system  of , taxes  and  license  fees  on  horse-racing 
meets,  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  1934  and  sanctioned  by  the 
electorate  at  the  special  election  on  May  18th,  became  effective  too  late 
for  this  source  of  revenue  to  be  reflected  in  the  receipts  to  the  State  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30th  in  that  year.  The  results  of  two  running 
meets  held  in  the  months  of  August  and  October,  however,  indicate 
that  this  enterprise  promises  to  be  a  highly  productive  source  of  State 
and  municipal  revenue.  From  these  two  meets,  conducted  under  the 
regulation  and  control  of  the  horse  racing  commission  created  by  the 
act,  with  betting  privileges  under  the  pari-mutuel  system,  there  was 
turned  into  the  general  treasury  upwards  of  $811,000.  Under  the  la^w, 
after  payments  for  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  commission  are  de- 
ducted, one-half  the  remainder  is  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurers  of  the 
several  cities  and  towns  in  proportion  to  their  respective  local  assessed 
valuations.  The  result  is  that  the  State  and  municipalities  each  profit 
from  these  meets  of  last  August  and  October  to  the  net  amount  of 
approximately  $400,000. 

Practically  the  entire  revenues  accruing  from  this  source  were 
derived  from  the  pari-mutuel  wagering  turnover.  The  horse-racing 
commission  by  law  imposes  a  tax  of  three  and  one-half  per  centum  on 
the  total  amount  of  money  wagered  under  this  system.  The  association 
conducting  the  meet  retains  not  to  exceed  six  and  one-half  per  centum. 
License  fees  not  exceeding  $10  each  are  imposed  upon  owners,  trainers, 
jockeys  and  starters,  but  the  receipts  from  these  sources  are  negligible 
by  comparison.  By  a  simple  arithmetical  calculation  it  is  seen  that  the 
amount  of  wagering  at  these  two  meets  aggregated  approximately 
$22,000,000.  It  may  not  be  beyond  the  bounds  of  propriety  to  note  in 
this  connection  that  another  running  meet  in  the  spring  of  1935,  as  is 
understood  to  be  in  comtemplation,  will  in  all  probability  enhance  the 
public  revenues  from  this  source  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1935  by  approximately  one  million  dollars. 
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Inttolhnfint  Payments. 

The  agitation  for  legislation  which  would  permit  the  payment  of 
local  property  taxes  in  installments  as  a  means  of  relieving  taxpayers 
from  the  financial  inconvenience  involved  in  exacting  the  tax  in  a 
single  pa)anent,  resulted  in  1934  in  the  enactment  of  a  statute  which, 
from  its  apparently  mandatory  provisions,  has  occasioned  a  somewhat 
serious  controversy. 

The  privilege  of  providing  installment  pa3mients  was  first  granted 
by  the  General  Assembly  to  a  limited  extent  in  1932,  when  the  dty  of 
Warwick  and  the  towns  of  Bristol  and  North  Smithfield  were  given 
the  right  to  make  provision  for  such  payments  in  the  resolution  order- 
ing the  tax,  and  were  left  free  to  fix  the  number  of  installments  and  the 
dates  on  which  they  were  payable.  The  following  year  two  bills  were 
introduced  extending  this  permission  generally  to  all  cities  and  towns ; 
but  while  one  of  these  bills  retained  the  provision  in  the  1932  act  allow- 
ing municipalities  to  fix  such  periods  of  payment  as  they  might  desire, 
the  other  contained  the  inflexible  provision  for  equal  quarterly  install- 
ments on  dates  to  be  specified  in  the  resolution.  The  objection  i^'as 
raised  in  1933  that  some  of  the  municipalities  might  find  it  inconvenient 
to  be  clothed  with  a  permissive  authority  which  they  did  not  care  to 
exercise,  and  both  bills  failed  of  passage. 

In  the  1934  enactment  the  mandatory  phraseology  was  employed  and 
the  statute  now  decrees  that  "every  city  and  town  shall  make  provision 
for  the  payment  in  installments  of  any  tax  levied  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  1  of  Chapter  60,"  etc.  The  permissive  measure  of  1932 
applying  to  Warwick,  Bristol  and  North  Smithfield  was  repealed  and 
the  mandatory  language  thus  applies  to  all  cities  and  towns  alike. 

About  the  time  this  measure,  approved  the  second  day  of  May, 
became  a  law,  the  electors  of  several  of  the  towns,  qualified  to  vote  on  a 
proposition  to  impose  a  tax,  were  legally  assembling  for  the  purpose  of 
ordering  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  local  property  tax  for 
1934,  naturally  unaware,  in  most  instances,  that  the  old  form  of  reso- 
lution had  been  rendered  insufficient  by  the  apparent  mandatory  pro- 
vision of  the  installment  payment  statute.  This  situation  eventually 
came  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  and  the 
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question  was  raised  as  to  whether  the  language  of  the  law  made  it 
compulsory  to  include  this  optional  payment  permission  as  a  part  of  the 
resolution  ordering  the  tax,  and  whether  its  omission  constituted  an 
illegal  procedure  sufficient  to  place  the  entire  town  assessment  in 
jeopardy. 

The  importance  of  this  question  seemed  to  warrant  its  reference 
to  some  duly  constituted  legal  authority;  and  there  also  became  in- 
volved the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  tax  resolutions,  faulty  in  this 
respect,  could  be  corrected  by  some  subsequent  action,  although  at  this 
juncture  it  was  probable  that  all  municipalities  were  already  proceed- 
ing with  their  assessments. 

The  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  finally  brought  the  situation 
officially  to  the  attention  of  the  attorney  general,  outlining  the  questions 
which  appeared  to  be  involved  and  requesting  his  opinion  and  advice 
as  to  some  form  of  procedure  which  would  relieve  the  1934  local  assess- 
ments of  any  suspicion  of  illegality.  The  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general,  rendered  under  date  of  September  7,  1934,  follows : 

Honorable  Zenas  IV.  Bliss,  Department  of  State  Taxation,  State 
House,  Providence,  R.  /.; 

The  questions  involved  in  the  above  matter,  as  to  which  you  have  asked  my 
opinion,  have  been  carefully  considered. 

My  opinion  is  that  chapter  2101  of  the  public  laws,  approved  May  2,  1934,  which 
provides  that  "Every  city  and  town  shall  make  provision  for  the  payment  in  install- 
ments of  any  tax  levied  under  the  provisions  of  section  1  of  chapter  60  of  the 
general  laws,  as  amended,"  etc.,  is  mandatory  but  that  the  failure  of  any  city  or 
town  to  comply  with  it  by  adding  to  its  resolution  for  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  a  tax  an  option  permitting  the  payment  of  the  tax  in  equal  quarterly 
payments  does  not  invalidate  the  assessment  of  the  tax  or  prevent  its  collection. 

In  my  opinion  the  only  effect  of  such  failure  would  be  as  follows :  If  a  taxpayer 
notified  the  collector  of  taxes  of  his  election  to  pay  his  tax  in  equal  quarterly 
installments  and  tendered  payment  of  one- fourth  of  the  tax  within  the  time 
allowed  by  the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  entire  tax,  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  collector  to  accept  the  amount  tendered,  in  part  payment  of  the  tax,  and 
to  accept  in  like  manner  one- fourth  of  the  tax,  if  tendered  on  or  before  the 
expiration  of  each  quarter  year  after  the  last  date  when  the  tax  was  payable 
according  to  the  resolution.  And  in  such  case  no  proceeding  could  be  begun  to 
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enforce  the  collection  of  the  tax  unless  and  until  the  taxpayer  defaulted  in  the 
payment  of  such  quarterly  installments. 

In  my  opinion,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  city  council  which  has  passed  a 
tax  assessment  resolution  not  providing  for  payment  of  the  taxes  in  equal  quar- 
terly installments,  in  accordance  with  the  act,  to  pass  a  resolution  so  providing. 

If  a  town  has  in  financial  town  meeting  passed  a  tax  assessment  resolution  not 
so  providing,  the  best  thing  for  it  to  do  would  be  to  pass  a  new  resolution  in 
financial  town  meeting  amending  the  former  resolution  in  accordance  with  the 
new  act,  if  this  can  be  done  without  considerable  extra  expense.  But  if  the  extra 
expense  would  be  considerable,  I  believe  that  the  matter  could  properly  be  dealt 
with  in  another  way. 

The  same  result  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  accomplished  if  its  town  council 
would  pass  a  resolution  reciting  the  act  and  providing  that  in  accordance  with  it 
every  person  upon  whom  a  tax  was  assessed  should  have  an  option  to  pay  the  tax 
in  equal  quarterly  installments,  the  first  installment  to  be  paid  within  the  time 
when  the  tax  was  made  payable  by  the  resolution  of  the  town  meeting  and  each 
later  installment  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  each  quarter  year  after 
the  last  date  when  the  tax  was  payable  in  accordance  with  that  resolution,  and 
making  the  interest  penalty  at  the  same  rate  as  that  provided  in  the  town  meeting's 
resolution,  if  not  less  than  six  and  not  more  than  twelve  per  centum  per  annum. 

If  such  a  resolution  were  passed  by  the  town  council,  it  would  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  resolution  of  the  town  meeting  except  so  far  as  the  new  statute 
would  require  it  to  be  inconsistent,  and  in  my  opinion  it  would  have  the  same  effect 
for  all  practical  purposes  as  would  similar  action  by  a  financial  town  meeting. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  considerable  assistance  in  drafting  a  form  for  such  a  town 
council  resolution  and  you  deem  it  of  sufficient  importance  that  I  should  do  so, 
please  let  me  know. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  John  P.  HARncAN, 

Attorney  General, 

Copies  of  this  opinion  were  forwarded  from  this  department  to 
local  boards  of  assessors  throughout  the  state  and  also  to  the  mayors 
of  the  cities,  presidents  of  town  councils,  city  and  town  solicitors,  and 
tax  collectors.  With  it  was  sent  a  circular  letter  directing  attention 
particularly  to  that  part  of  the  opinion  indicating  the  mandatory  pro- 
vision of  the  new  statute,  and  suggesting  that  the  necessity  for  strict 
adherence  to  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  statutes  providing  for 
the  levying  and  assessment  of  taxes  be  not  overlooked  or  under* 
estimated,  if  the  validity  of  the  levy  was  to  be  assured, 
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Other  questions,  perhaps  of  minor  importance,  have  arisen  in  con- 
nection with  the  duties  of  collectors  under  the  instalment  payment 
statute,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  details  of  levying  upon  prop- 
erty on  which  taxes  have  become  delinquent,  for  purposes  of  sale. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  full  effect  of  this  statute  in  its  present 
form  was  not  foreseen  and  that  in  the  light  of  the  experience  of  the 
past  year  there  may  be  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  modify  it  in  some  important  respects. 

The  procedure  incident  to  the  levying  upon  and  advertising  of 
property  for  sale  for  unpaid  taxes  has  recently  undergone  construction 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  which  in  an  opinion  handed  down  May  14th, 
1934,  held  that  aliened  real  estate  could  not  be  sold  for  taxes  on  the 
strength  of  a  mere  entry  made  by  the  collector  in  a  levy-book,  even 
though  within  the  statutory  two-year  period.  "It  is  our  opinion"  said 
the  court  in  substance,  "that  the  collector  could  have  reasonably  con- 
tinued a  sale  from  time  to  time  beyond  the  period  of  two  years  without 
losing  the  lien,  provided  the  sale  was  first  duly  advertised  to  be  held 
on  a  date  within  said  period."  From  this  it  seems  reasonable  to  assume 
that  if  indisputable  delinquency  cannot  be  established  until  the  last 
quarterly  payment  under  the  installment  payment  law  becomes  due, 
which  in  the  case  of  practically  every  municipality  will  be  at  least  one 
year  from  the  date  for  assessment,  there  will  be  less  than  one  year 
remaining  in  which  to  search  titles  and  complete  the  necessary  legal 
work  incident  to  a  levy  and  sale,  including  the  necessary  advertis- 
ing, sufficiently  early  to  bring  the  date  of  sale  within  the  two-year 
period. 

In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  call  attention  to  an  act  passed  in  1934 
amending  the  statute  relative  to  published  advertisements  of  tax  sales, 
under  which  the  description  and  full  details  of  the  sale  are  required  to 
be  fully  advertised  in  a  newspaper  but  once,  it  being  declared  sufficient 
that  subsequent  newspaper  publications  constitute  merely  a  formal  legal 
notice  stating  that  the  collector  will  sell  the  real  estate  thus  levied. 
The  time  of  notice  required  is  not  changed  by  this  amendment  and 
the  only  effect  of  course  is  to  reduce  advertising  expense. 

This  act  of  1934  was  in  line  with  an  attempt  made  by  the  legislature 
in  1933  to  reduce  advertising  costs  of  tax  sales,  but  the  1933  act,  which 


16  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

succeeded  in  passing  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  went 
SO  far  as  to  eliminate  from  the  notice  of  sale  all  reference  to  or  descrip- 
tions of  the  separate  parcels  of  property  to  be  sold,  or  the  names  of  the 
owners.  When  this  act  reached  the  Governor  the  General  Assembly  had 
adjourned,  but  the  Governor  recorded  his  disapproval,  returning  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  with  the  following  comment : 

"There  are  many  and  weighty  objections  to  doing  away  entirely  with 
the  listing  of  the  parcels  of  real  estate  and  the  names  of  the  owners. 
Such  listing  is  not  only  in  the  interest  of  mortgagees  and  lessees,  and 
other  private  individuals  interested  in  the  property,  but  also  in  the 
interest  of  the  cities  and  towns  whose  tax  collections  would  doubtless 
be  affected  adversely  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  elimination  of 
such  notice.  There  is  also  a  question  whether  the  advertisement  author- 
ized in  the  bill  would  satisfy  the  necessary  legal  requirements." 

Unsuccessful  Proposab. 

The  number  and  variety  of  proposals  for  increasing  the  public 
revenues,  affording  relief  to  tax-paying  groups,  experimenting  with  tax 
administration,  and  in  other  ways  amending  and  rehabilitating  the 
assessment  and  collection  laws  have  multiplied  amazingly  in  very  recent 
years.  Within  the  period  covered  by  this  report  a  careful  count  reveals 
that  no  less  than  sixty-four  separate  measures  embodying  proposals 
answering  some  one  of  the  above  descriptions  found  their  way  into  the 
files  of  the  Senate  and  House  committees,  where  upon  adjournment  they 
continued  to  repose.  This  number  of  course  does  not  include  the  nine- 
teen measures  which  were  successful  in  passing,  and  which  are  enumer- 
ated on  pages  8  and  9  of  this  report.  Three-fourths  of  these  unsuc- 
cessful proposals  were  introduced  during  the  year  1934.  A  brief  survey 
of  the  field  covered  by  this  galaxy  is  interesting  and  illuminating.  Ii 
extends  to  general  sales  taxation,  selective  sales  taxation,  chain  store 
taxation,  taxes  on  sales  of  tobacco  products,  increased  gasoline  taxes, 
increased  gross  earnings  taxes,  increased  poll  taxes,  increased  rates 
on  intangibles  excluding  savings  and  participation  accounts,  increased 
rates  on  savings  and  participation  accounts  excluding  other  intangibles, 
abolition  of  the  classified  rate  on  intangibles  entirely,  abolition  of  the 
direct  State  tax  on  cities  and  towns.  State  tax  appeal  commissions, 
reduced  tax  limitations  on  real  estate,  the  diversion  of  inheritance  tax 
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receipts  for  various  purposes,  the  abandonment  of  the  confidential  cor- 
poration return,  acknowledging  taxpayers'  statements  before  notaries, 
the  separate  valuation  of  individual  items  of  tangible  personalty,  aboli- 
tion of  the  tax  lien  limit,  the  denial  of  registration  to  a  delinquent  auto- 
mobile, and  various  forms  of  exemptions,  moratoriums  and  redemp- 
tion devices. 

It  would  seem  that  the  mere  diversification  characterizing  this 
sjrmposium  would  be  sufficient  in  itself  to  justify  the  recommendation 
made  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners  in  a  previous  report  for  the 
enactment  of  a  statute  which  would  require  all  tax  measures  to  be 
referred  to  this  Board  for  examination,  comment  and  necessary  revi- 
sion before  being  put  upon  final  passage. 

There  were  two  measures  introduced  which  were  intended  to  carry 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  Governor,  supported  by  assessing 
authorities  generally  throughout  the  State  and  advocated  formally  by 
the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association.  One  of  these  sought  the 
repeal  of  the  act  passed  in  1932  which  opened  the  door  of  the  courts  to 
all  taxpayers  seeking  redress  for  over-taxation,  whether  they  had  made 
sworn  statements  before  the  assessors  or  not.  This  repeal  proposal  was 
embodied  in  one  bill  introduced  in  1933  and  two  bills  introduced  in 
1934.  One  of  the  latter  was  passed  by  the  House  but  was  unsuccessful 
in  the  Senate,  'although  vigorously  supported  at  a  public  hearing  by 
local  assessors  from  many  of  the  cities  and  towns. 

The  other  proposal  advocated  and  sanctioned  by  the  Governor  and 
the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Association  was  calculated  to  facilitate 
the  assessment  of  local  tangible  personal  property  in  the  hands  of 
bailees  and  reposing  in  warehouses  and  cold  storage  plants.  This  class 
of  property  has  been  beyond  the  reach  of  local  assessors  since  a  decision 
of  the  courts  in  1915,  under  which  it  was  held  that  if  the  several  bail- 
ments of  property  could  not  be  identified  and  separately  taxed,  and 
there  was  thus  no  way  in  which  the  bailee  could  enforce  his  lien  and 
recover  his  proportionate  amount  from  each  owner,  the  bailee  could 
not  be  held  for  the  tax.  The  proposal  advanced  in  1934  sought  to  meet 
the  objections  of  the  court  by  specifically  requiring  the  bailee  to  furnish 
information  to  the  assessors  sufficient  to  identify  the  separate  bailments 
upon  which  he  had  his  lien,  with  liability  to  personally  attach  to  him 
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upon  failure  to  furnish  such  information,  and  with  no  relief  when  the 
lien  against  the  bailor  could  not  be  enforced.  This  proposal  was  not 
reported  out  of  committee. 

The  numerous  tax  measures  introduced  in  the  General  Assembly  in 
1933  and  1934  which  failed  of  passage,  together  with  recent  decisions 
of  the  Rhode  Island  courts  in  tax  cases,  are  discussed  at  length  in 
Bulletins  No.  21  and  No.  22  of  the  Rhode  Island  Tax  Officials'  Assoda- 
tion»  to  which  attention  is  invited. 

That  there  is  much  of  merit  in  many  of  the  taxation  and  revenue 
proposals  introduced  in  the  General  Assembly  during  the  last  two 
years  cannot  be  questioned.  The  difficulty  lies  in  the  practical  impos- 
sibility of  coordinating  and  harmonizing  them  so  that,  when  woven 
into  a  system  which,  when  it  was  revised  in  1912,  was  fairly  well 
balanced,  the  result  would  be  a  harmonious  arrangement  that  would 
represent  an  orderly  development  of  the  existing  system  along  lines 
indicated  by  the  exigencies  of  changing  economic  and  social  conditions. 
There  are,  of  course,  certain  Intimate  sources  of  revenue  which  have 
little  if  any  relation  to  the  general  system  of  taxation,  such  as,  for 
example,  the  gallonage  tax  on  motor  vehicle  fuels,  which  under  normai 
conditions  is  applied  to  highway  improvement  and  maintenance ;  but 
these  are  exceptions. 

4 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  in  view  of  the  great  variety  of 
conflicting  proposals  for  radically  changing  certain  established  units 
of  an  existing  system  of  taxation,  and  the  strong  probability  of  positive 
legislative  action  in  this  direction  at  a  date  not  far  distant,  the  whole 
question  of  taxation  and  revenue  should  be  committed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a  joint  special  legislative  committee,  clothed  with  the  necessary 
authority  and  charged  with  the  duty  of  undertaking  a  thorough  revision 
of  the  entire  tax  code  of  the  State,  to  the  end  that  any  resulting  l^sla- 
tion  may  be  predicated  upon  a  proposal  or  set  of  proposals  which  seek 
to  introduce  tax  reforms  and  increase  the  public  revenues,  not  by  the 
patchwork  process,  but  by  a  process  which  will  ensure  a  proper  and  well 
balanced  relationship  between  all  the  integral  parts. 
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Real  Estate  Tax  Rdiaf  . 

Numerous  measures  were  introduced  in  the  General  Assembly  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  inspired  by  the  clamor  for  the  relief  of  the 
real  estate  owner.  The  growing  demand  for  consideration  of  leg- 
islation in  this  direction  is  strongly  indicated  by  the  fact  that  many 
taxpayers'  associations  from  all  sections  of  the  State  have  strenuously 
urged  the  desirability  of  such  relief.  Naturally  the  curtailment  of  one 
established  source  of  revenue  must,  of  necessity,  be  offset  by  taxation  in 
some  other  form  or  the  development  of  some  new  source,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  proper  tax  balance.  Obviously  the  demand  for  real  estate 
tax  relief  is  not  unappreciated  by  taxing  officials,  and  any  apparent 
lack  in  this  respect,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  can  be  attributable  en- 
tirely  to  the  absence  of  any  well  considered  program  for  remodelling 
the  tax  code,  which  will  be  necessary  if  there  is  to  be  any  substantial 
change  in  the  taxation  of  real  estate,  the  largest  and  most  stable  tax 
base  in  our  present  tax  system. 

Organized  propaganda,  by  no  means  confined  to  Rhode  Island,  lias 
been  responsible  for  legislative  proposals  seeking  to  limit  by  law  tax 
rates  on  real  estate  to  points  as  low  as  one  per  cent,  or  $1  on  each  $100 
of  assessed  valuation.  In  several  states  limitation  proposals  of  this 
character  have  been  successful,  and  where  they  have  not  been  coupled 
with  provisions  to  compensate  for  the  loss  in  revenue  from  this  source 
the  result,  as  may  well  be  conceived,  has  in  some  instances  been  dis- 
astrous. A  bill  to  establish  a  one  per  cent  rate  limit  on  real  estate  in 
Rhode  Island,  effective  June  1, 1934,  came  very  near  passing  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  last  night  of  the  session  in  1933.  Had  this 
bill  become  a  law  the  effect  on  municipal  finances  may  be  better 
imagined  than  described.  In  1934  two  bills  were  introduced  to  lower 
the  legal  rate  limit  to  one  and  one-half  per  cent.  While  it  is  contended 
that  these  proposals  were  part  of  a  tax  program  advocated  by  several 
taxpayers*  associations  in  Rhode  Island  they  did  not  so  appear  upon 
their  face,  and  their  acceptance  was  not  contingent  upon  the  passage  of 
any  measure  to  provide  the  additional  revenue  required  from  any  other 
sources  or  upon  any  changes  in  the  taxation  and  revenue  laws. 
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State  Revenues. 

By  reference  to  Table  I  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  receipts  of  the 
State  for  the  fiscal  years  1933  and  1934  were  $16,330,465.75  and 
$12,331,386.37  respectively.  The  receipts  for  the  year  1933  are  larger 
than  those  of  any  preceding  year,  and  while  those  for  1934  are  the 
lowest  since  1928  (omitting  1930,  when  the  figures  covered  a  seven- 
month  period  only),  the  total  for  the  two-year  period  1933  and  1934 
compares  favorably  with  the  total  for  the  two  years  1931  and  1932. 
With  reference  to  the  drop  in  the  1934  receipts,  however,  it  may  be 
noted  that  while  a  comparison  of  the  figures  over  the  last  twenty  years 
shows  three  other  instances  of  decreases  from  the  preceding  year 
the  comparatively  heavy  decrease  of  $3,999,079.38  sustained  in  1934 
warrants  thoughtful  consideration  of  the  amounts  received  through 
the  several  sources  which  go  to  make  up  the  total  for  that  year. 

The  receipts  under  "Miscellaneous"  in  Table  I  require  special  com- 
ment, inasmuch  as  the  figure  $6,043,409.32  for  1933  is  nearly  double 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  1932.  An  examination  of  Table  II  will  dis- 
close some  of  the  items  which  make  up  this  total,  such  as  Federal  aid 
for  rural  post  roads,  penal  and  charitable  institution  sales  and  service 
charges,  fees  and  import  charges  from  alcoholic  beverages,  and  un- 
classified receipts.  The  extremely  large  amount  indicated  under  the 
latter  heading  for  1933  is  due  to  receipts  from  the  sale  of  Third  Court 
House  Loan  bonds  ($210,000),  Men's  Reformatory  Loan  bonds 
($500,000),  and  Unemployment  Relief  Loan  bonds  ($3,000,000). 
The  receipts  from  these  extensive  bond  sales  contributed  in  great 
measure  to  render  the  total  receipts,  $16,330,465.75,  in  1933  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  state.  When  in  contrast  to  this  it  is 
realized  that  in  1934  but  $800,000  in  obligations  of  the  State  were  sold 
—$750,000  in  notes  for  the  general  uses  of  the  State  and  $50,000  of 
additional  Third  Court  House  Loan  bonds — ^it  at  once  becomes  ap- 
parent that  the  wide  difference  between  the  receipts  for  these  two 
years  is  due  in  relatively  small  measure  to  any  failure  in  the  sources 
of  current  revenue. 

The  source  of  revenue  first  indicated  in  Table  I  is  that  derived  from 
the  direct  state  tax  on  cities  and  towns.  In  1933  there  was  a  gain  of 
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$13,349.61  over  1932,  but  the  receipts  from  this  source  in  1934, 
$1,177,111.82,  are  the  lowest  since  1923,  being  $20,956.86  under  those 
for  1933.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  these  receipts, 
prior  to  1929,  included  a  special  tax  of  three  cents  per  $100  for  state 
highways. 

The  Unemployment  Relief  Act  passed  in  February,  1933,  contained 
a  provision  for  returning  to  the  several  cities  and  towns  the  semi- 
annual installment  of  the  direct  state  tax  payable  October  15,  1932, 
amounting  to  $611,774.10.  This  sum  was  paid  back  by  the  State  on  the 
express  condition  that  it  should  be  used  by  the  municipalities  exclu- 
sively for  the  relief  or  prevention  of  suffering  due  to  unemployment 
and  expended  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Unemployment 
Relief  Act. 

While  the  revenue  from  the  tax  on  savings  and  participation  ac- 
counts in  savings  banks,  state  banks  and  trust  companies  continues  to 
show  a  slight  decrease  from  that  for  the  preceding  three  years,  and 
especially  from  the  $1,424,711.30  peak  of  1932,  the  receipts  for  1933 
and  1934  are  not  greatly  out  of  proportion.  In  1933  the  receipts  of 
$1,380,846.72  were  $43,864.58  less  than  those  for  1932,  while  in 
1934  the  further  decrease  amounted  to  $42,379.52. 

Revenue  received  from  the  tax  on  insurance  premiums  and  fees 
shows  a  considerable  falling  off  from  the  $732,769.65  peak  year  of 
1931.  The  1933  receipts  from  this  source  dropped  off  $63,308.51  from 
those  for  1932  while  the  $618,921.61  received  in  1934  was  $24,134.05 
less  than  those  for  1933,  being  at  the  lowest  point  since  1926. 

A  considerable  drop  may  also  be  noted  in  the  receipts  from  fines 
and  costs  from  courts.  Revenue  from  this  source  fluctuates  severely 
from  year  to  year.  However,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  year 
1921  to  find  comparable  figures  with  the  amounts  of  $119,404.01  and 
$99,304.21  received  in  1933  and  1934  respectively. 

The  amount  of  fees  received  from  corporation  charters  continues 
to  show  a  decrease  from  former  years.  In  fact,  the  receipts  of 
$16,668.80  for  1934  are  the  lowest  since  1900.  The  1933  figures, 
however,  exhibit  a  gain  of  $2,278.62  over  those  for  1932. 


22  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TAX  COMMISSIONERS. 

A  new  source  of  revenue  appearing  in  Table  I  for  the  years  1933 
and  1934  is  derived  from  the  fees  and  charges  under  the  alcoholic 
beverage  law.  This  law  went  into  effect  on  April  6th,  1933,  and  the 
amount  of  revenue  received  during  the  remainder  of  that  fiscal  year 
from  fees  and  charges  was  $16,000.  In  1934  the  fees  were  changed 
and  placed  upon  a  more  permanent  basis,  resulting  in  receipts  for  the 
full  fiscal  year  of  $140,386.21. 

The  motor  vehicle  fuel  tax  continues  to  show  a  substantial  annual 
increase,  the  $2,013,593.93  received  in  1933  being  an  increase  of 
$1,323.04  over  1932  receipts,  while  a  further  gain  of  $45,524.06  is 
shown  for  1934. 

Revenues  received  in  1933  from  rentals  of  oyster  grounds. 
$15,710.44,  show  a  decrease  of  $6,667.63  from  the  1932  figures, 
although  the  receipts  of  $25,443.09  in  1934  are  the  largest  in  twelve 
years. 

The  revenue  received  from  municipal  license  fees  varies  consider- 
ably from  year  to  year,  the  sum  of  $25,901  received  in  1934  from  this 
source  just  about  equaling  the  amount  received  in  1932,  while  in  1933 
there  was  a  decrease  of  $4,061.87  from  the  1932  figure. 

Receipts  derived  from  motor  vehicle  registrations  and  licenses  con- 
tinue to  show  a  substantial  decrease  from  the  peak  year  of  1929  whcii 
the  revenue  reached  $2,442,076.95.  However,  a  comparison  of  the 
annual  figures  in  Table  I  shows  that  this  source  of  revenue  has  on  the 
whole  been  holding  its  ground.  In  1933  the  proceeds  dropped 
$48,587.49  from  those  of  1932,  but  in  1934  the  receipts  of 
$2,325,015.86  show  an  increase  over  1933  of  $176,850.61. 

Receipts  from  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners, 
as  will  appear  by  reference  to  Table  I-a,  continue  to  show  a  moderate 
decline,  the  decrease  in  1933  being  $105,370.97  from  the  receipts  in 
1932,  while  there  was  a  further  decrease  of  $565,859.76  in  1934.  The 
disparity  between  the  1933  and  1934  figures  is  due  very  largely  to  the 
instability  of  the  revenues  from  estate  and  inheritance  taxes.  There 
were,  as  anticipated,  rather  marked  decreases  in  receipts  from  the 
corporate   excess  tax   in   both    1933   and    1934,    the   totals  being 
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$822,240.55  and  $760,315.06  respectively.  The  net  loss  from  the  class 
of  corporations  liable  to  this  tax  was  less  than  these  figures  would 
indicate,  however,  as  in  many  cases  the  minimum  tax  provision  of  the 
law  operated  as  a  stop-loss.  This  has  been  the  case  since  the  corporate 
excess  tax  commenced  to  reflect  seriously  the  decline  in  business.  The 
receipts  from  the  franchise  or  minimum  tax  within  the  space  of  three 
years  have  increased  from  $69,200.64  in  1931  to  $109,347.32  in  1934. 

Receipts  from  the  gross  earnings  tax  on  public  service  corporations, 
amounting  to  $603,395.40  in  1933  and  $610,846.63  in  1934,  also  in- 
dicate a  slight  backward  tendency,  even  though  there  was  an  increase 
of  $7,451.23  in  1934  over  the  preceding  year. 

In  summing  up  the  figures  regarding  the  seventeen  sources  of  state 
revenue  enumerated  in  Tables  I  and  I-a,  it  appears  that  so  far  as 
receipts  for  1933  are  concerned  there  have  been  gains  over  1932  in  six 
instances,  and  losses  in  nine,  with  two  new  sources  introduced.  In 
1934  there  were  nine  losses  and  eight  gains  over  1933.  Ten  years  ago, 
in  1924,  with  fourteen  sources,  eleven  showed  increases  and  three 
losses,  compared  with  receipts  of  the  preceding  year.  The  obvious 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  is  that  the  normal  steady  increase  in  the 
revenues  of  the  state  in  previous  years  has  temporarily  halted  pending 
the  termination  of  the  present  economic  situation. 

Corporation  Taxes. 

In  considering  the  state  taxes  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Tax  Com- 
missioners on  manufacturing,  mercantile,  business  and  public  service 
corporations,  interest-bearing  deposits  in  national  banks,  estates  and 
inheritances,  and  beverage  manufacturer  licensees^  as  tabulated  in 
Table  III,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  while  Table  I-a  is  concerned 
with  a  summary  of  receipts.  Table  III  enumerates  taxes  assessed,  the 
amounts  of  which  have  no  definite  relation  to  actual  receipts  in  a  given 
fiscal  year. 

Regarding  the  corporate  excess  tax  on  manufacturing,  mercantile 
and  business  corporations,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  while  there 
were  more  returns  (4,213)  filed  in  1934  than  in  1932  (4,160),  there 
was  a  decrease  for  the  two-year  period  of  350  in  the  number  assessed. 
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The  1934  assessment  figures  increased  over  those  of  1933,  however, 
both  in  number  and  amount.  While  the  decrease  from  1932  would  seem 
to  reflect  directly  the  diminished  business  activities  due  to  the  depres- 
sion, the  partial  recovery  in  the  tax  on  corporate  excess  in  1934  is 
fairly  comparable  with  the  improvement  shown  for  that  year  in  the 
local  intangible  property  assessment  for  the  State  as  a  whole. 

The  number  of  corporations  assessed  a  franchise  or  minimum  tax 
has  increased  from  1,927  in  1932  to  2,364  in  1933,  and  2,462  in  1954, 
although  large  reductions  in  authorized  capital  stock  have  resulted  in  a 
heavy  decrease  in  the  amount  assessed.  The  1933  assessment  of 
this  tax,  amounting  to  $126,386.60,  was  $5,151.94  more  than  the 
$121,234.66  levied  in  1932 ;  but  in  1934  there  was  a  drop  of  $41,38324 
from  the  1933  figure. 

A  study  of  the  figures  set  forth  in  Table  IV  analyzing  appraised 
corporate  values,  corporate  excess  taxable  and  amount  of  taxes  as- 
sessed on  manufacturing,  mercantile  and  business  corporations  by  the 
Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  indicates  generally  that  while  the 
figures  for  1934  are  greater  than  those  for  1933,  they  are  less  than 
those  for  1932. 

For  example,  the  aggregate  appraised  value  of  capital  stock  of  cor- 
porations in  1934  was  $380,206,902.02  more  than  in  1933,  but 
$1,163,721,121.62  less  than  in  1932;  values  of  corporate  bonds  and 
other  indebtedness  outstanding  incurred  for  the  acquisition  of  real 
estate  and  personalty  in  1934  were  $130,394,041.30  more  than  in 
1933,  but  $32,782,119.97  less  than  in  1932;  total  corporate  value  of 
corporations  taxed  on  corporate  excess  in  1934  was  $23,278,749.40 
more  than  in  1933,  but  $54,346,816.65  less  tlian  in  1932;  total 
deductions  in  1984  were  $12,333,668.69  more  than  in  1933,  but 
$23,285,116.68  less  than  in  1932;  total  corporate  excess  taxed  in  1934 
was  $11,481,757.16  more  than  in  1933,  but  $30,526,098.64  less  than  in 
1932;  and  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  including  delinquent  corpora- 
tions in  1934  was  $45,925.74  more  than  in  1933,  but  $122,105.16  less 
than  in  1932. 

There  are  no  comparable  figures  available  in  regard  to  the  taxes 
assessed  by  this  Board  on  the  manufacture  and  3^le  gf  alcoholic 
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beverages,  inasmuch  as  this  source  of  revenue  was  first  created  late  in 
the  fiscal  year  of  1933.  Furthermore,  the  subsequent  classification 
made  in  the  tax  rates  on  these  commodities  likewise  tends  to  render 
any  comparison  with  the  part-year  figures  of  1933  of  no  practical 
value.  However,  the  assessment  of  $123,759.34  in  1934  as  shown  by 
Table  III  upon  the  eleven  returns  submitted  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  this  tax  may  be  expected  to  contribute  materially  to  the  public 
revenues. 

Table  III  also  furnishes  some  interesting  comparisons  relative  to 
the  assessment  on  gross  earnings  of  public  service  corporations.  Out- 
side of  a  substantial  gain  of  $1,343.68  in  1934  over  1933  in  the  tax  on 
express  corporations,  the  assessments  on  other  classes  of  public 
service  corporations  show  a  yearly  decline.  Assessments  on  gross 
earnings  of  railroads  decreased  in  the  two-year  period  covered  by  this 
report  by  $19,179.10;  street  railways,  $14,026.14;  telephone  and  tele- 
graph companies,  $21,162.71 ;  and  gas,  water  and  electric  corporations, 
$16,932.05. 

The  tax  on  interest-bearing  deposits  in  national  banking  associations 
remains  fairly  constant,  with  a  tendency  to  drop  slightly.  The  tax 
assessed  in  1933,  $45,779.11,  was  $4,049.98  less  than  in  1932,  but 
$2,074.68  of  this  loss  was  regained  in  1934.  In  the  latter  year  there 
was  also  an  increase  of  two  returns  and  two  associations  assessed — the 
result  of  reorganizations  in  banking  institutions. 

Estate  and  Inheritance  Taxes, 

The  wide  fluctuation  in  receipts  from  inheritance  taxes  continues  to 
furnish  interesting  comparisons.  The  annual  revenue  to  be  expected 
from  this  source  is  a  matter  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  any  civic 
authority.  The  yield,  and  its  influence  upon  the  finances  of  the  State, 
can  only  be  satisfactorily  measured  by  taking  an  average  over  a  period 
of  years.  The  year  1929,  with  receipts  of  more  than  $4,500,000,  con- 
tinues and  undoubtedly  will  for  some  time  to  be  the  peak.  The  year 
1934  produced  payments  aggregating  $505,499.49 — the  lowest  amount 
since  1926;  while  in  1933  the  receipts  were  $1,137,688.68,  a  gain  of 
$17,211.63  over  1932. 
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It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  in  analyzing  receipts  from  estate  and 
inheritance  taxes,  that  this  item  of  annual  revenue  also  has  no  relation 
to  the  comparative  regularity  of  vital  statistics.  It  is  the  large  estates 
which  materially  affect  the  revenue  figures  for  any  given  year,  and 
naturally  it  is  in  the  large  estates  that  controversial  questions  arise 
which  delay  administrative  procedure — Federal,  State  and  municipal. 
There  is  no  foretelling  in  cases  of  this  kind  just  when  final  settlement 
will  be  effected,  and  when  the  revenue  eventually  to  accrue  to  the 
State  under  the  estate  and  inheritance  tax  law  will  be  available.  Cer- 
tain estates  of  substantial  size,  the  settlement  of  which  is  pending  at 
the  present  time,  may  swell  the  revenues  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30th,  1935,  to  an  amount  manifestly  disproportionate  to  the 
receipts  of  1934.  Time  alone  will  determine  this. 

By  reference  to  the  inheritance  tax  table  on  page  26  it  is  seen 
that  the  2,339  estates  determined  in  1934  were  745  more  than  in  1933, 
but  with  lower  valuations  in  1934,  amounting  to  $35,260,790.37  as 
against  $48,880,578.60  in  1933,  and  with  larger  exemptions  — 
$9,382,056.15  in  1934  as  against  $8,140,240.51  in  1933.  The  amount 
of  the  net  estate  tax  assessed  in  1934,  $197,851.60,  was  $169,046.50 
less  than  the  $366,898.10  total  for  1933. 

The  tax  on  transfers  under  the  inheritance  tax  law  in  1934,  amount- 
ing to  $222,462.90,  was  a  decrease  of  $151,225.47  from  the  tax  of 
$373,688.37  assessed  in  1933,  with  86  less  transfers  in  1934.  The 
figures  given  in  this  table,  of  course,  represent  assessments  and  not 
receipts,  and  include  cancellations  to  the  number  and  extent  indicated 
in  the  foot-note.  • 

Assessments' under  the  inheritance  tax  law  are  further  detailed  and 
tabulated  in  Table  V.  While  the  aggregate  net  estate  and  transfer 
taxes  assessed  in  1934  was  reduced  approximately  43%  from  1933,  it 
is  of  little  value  to  trace  these  reductions  as  between  cities  and  towns, 
because  of  the  extreme  fluctuations  in  the  tax.  In  1933,  for  example, 
the  total  tax  for  the  town  of  Barrington  was  $290.95,  while  in  1934  it 
amounted  to  $28,045.43.  The  reverse  of  this  situation  is  indicated  in 
the  next  town  listed,  Bristol,  where  estate  and  inheritance  taxes 
totaled  $5,126.10  in  1933  and  only  $645.06  in  1934.  Providence,  with 
an  aggregate  estate  valuation  of  $14,794,704.28  and  an  aggregate 
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valuation  of  taxable  estates  of  $8,896,626.40,  yielded  43.53%  of  the 
total  tax  in  1934.  Newport  comes  next  with  17.59%,  followed  by 
Barrington,  6.67%  and  Westerly,  5.59%.  In  1933,  Providence  with 
an  aggregate  estate  valuation  of  $26,289,481.51  and  an  aggregate 
valuation  of  taxable  estates  of  $21,284,143.41,  produced  52.54%  of 
the  total  tax;  followed  by  Pawtucket  with  12.76%,  Newport  with 
10.48%,  and  Westerly,  8.17%. 

Local  Assessed  Valuatioiis* 

The  decrease  in  the  total  local  assessed  valuation  of  the  State  noted 
for  the  first  time  in  the  1931-1932  report  of  this  department  continues 
but  at  an  encouragingly  decreasing  rate.  The  decrease  in  1932  was 
$64,845,042.76 ;  in  1933,  $39,682,586.50,  and  in  1934,  $4,893,605.24.  It 
is  reasonable  to  expect  that  this  last  decrease,  which  on  a  percentage 
basis  is  but  .36%,  will  shortly  be  replaced  by  amounts  on  the  plus  side. 
Real  estate  accounts  for  the  whole  of  this  loss  in  1934,  whereas  in 
1932  not  only  buildings  and  improvements  but  also  tangible  and  in- 
tangible personal  property  showed  losses. 

Increases  in  total  assessed  valuations  in  1934  over  1933  were  re- 
ported by  twenty-three  municipalities.  In  thirteen  of  these  the  increase 
was  1  %  and  upwards.  The  highest  increase  was  shown  by  the  town  of 
Hopkinton,  13.8%,  while  North  Kingstown  and  North  Smithfield 
followed  with  12.54%  and  12.47%  respectively. 

Land,  Bufldings  and  Improyements. 

The  valuation  of  land  for  the  whole  state  shows  for  the  first  time  a 
substantial  decrease,  3.46%  in  1933  from  the  previous  assessment. 
This  decrease  continued  at  a  much  lower  rate,  .38%,  in  1934.  The 
decreases  are  widespread,  occurring  in  twenty-one  municipalities  in 
1933,  and  vary  from  $8,469,286  in  Providence  to  $303  in  Cumberland. 
The  decreases  fall  off  not  only  in  number  but  extent  in  the  assessment 
for  1934,  the  loss  in  total  land  valuations  being  slightly  over 
$1,000,000  and  the  number  of  municipalities  showing  decreases  falling 
to  nineteen.  The  largest  decrease  was  naturally  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence but  in  this  case  the  decrease  was  not  quite  10%  of  the  loss 
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shown  in  1933.  Three  of  the  decreases  are  negligible  except  that  they 
indicate  practically  a  static  condition  of  land  valuations,  as  they 
amotint  to  less  than  $500  each,  and  three  other  decreases  are  less  than 
$5000  each.  Thirteen  municipalities  show  decreases  in  both  1933  and 
1934,  twelve  show  increases  in  both  years  and  twenty  increases  in 
1934  over  the  valuation  of  1933. 

The  falling  assessed  valuation  of  land  seems  from  analysis  of  the 
figures  for  the  last  six  years  to  have  reached  its  limit;  at  least  no 
further  substantial  shrinkage  in  this  tax  base  is  reasonably  to  be 
expected. 

The  observations  concerning  idle  business  and  manufacturing  real 
estate  made  in  the  preceding  report  of  this  department  still  appear  to 
be  pertinent,  and  it  is  probable  that  adjustments  by  local  assessors  for 
the  next  year  or  two  with  respect  to  this  class  of  property  will  be  ex- 
tremely advisable,  if  not  necessary.  This  will  tend  to  decrease  assessed 
valuations,  but  it  appears  that  increases  in  other  directions  will  more 
than  cotmter-balance  this  loss. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  land,  buildings  and  improvements  in  this 
state,  as  in  many  others,  has  received  recently  a  growing  adverse 
criticism  which  is  quite  likely  to  crystalize  into  some  form  of  demand 
for  legislative  relief. 

This  criticism  is  caused  more  by  the  gross  inequities  of  assessments 
in  certain  cases  and  localities  than  by  the  overburdening  of  this  class 
of  property  as  a  whole.  There  have  been  and  still  are  cases  in  which 
one  untrained  in  the  appraisal  of  real  estate  could  easily  detect  over- 
valuation, but  these  cases  are  being  dealt  with  in  most  instances  as 
rapidly  as  circumstances  will  admit,  and  in  others  there  are  such  wide 
divergencies  of  opinion  between  the  taxpayer  and  assessing  authorities 
as  to  values  and  the  method  that  should  be  employed  that  nothing 
short  of  litigation  is  likely  to  reconcile  the  differences.  The  local  as- 
sessor has  been  confronted  with  the  problem  of  determining  market 
value  under  conditions  which  provided  either  no  market  or  one  in 
which  nothing  but  distress  selling  was  apparent ;  properties  formerly 
well-paying  losing  a  part  and  sometimes  all  of  their  net  returns ;  prop- 
erties apparently  losing  a  considerable  part  of  immediate  sale  value 
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because  of  market  conditions  rather  than  because  of  any  intrinsic 
lessening  of  value  due  to  obsolescence  or  depreciation.  Also  the  pres- 
sure brought  to  bear  on  assessors  for  reductions  in  valuation  has  been 
both  persistent  and  great  during  the  last  four  or  five  years  and  this 
inevitably  results  in  inequalities. 

The  percentage  of  the  total  tax  burden  borne  by  real  estate  in 
Rhode  Island  is  comparatively  low — approximately  57% — and  while 
this  fact  is  no  reason  why  real  estate  should  be  overburdened  it  certainly 
indicates  caution  in  shifting  the  burden  to  some  other  base  already 
taxed.  The  claim  frequently  voiced  that  the  property  of  the  small 
home  owner  is  over-valued  has  no  factual  confirmation  so  far  as  this 
department  is  able  to  discover.  In  practically  all  localities  where  the 
criticism  is  most  articulate  such  overloading  as  actually  exists  would 
in  large  measure,  if  not  entirely,  be  removed  by  a  proper  revaluation. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  department  that  tampering  with  the  largest 
and  most  fundamental  basis  of  taxation  for  the  production  of  local 
revenue  when  practically  every  municipality  is  sorely  in  need  of  funds 
for  emergency  purposes  would  be  extremely  hazardous  and  should  be 
undertaken  only,  if  at  all,  under  the  most  skillful  supervision  that 
circumstances  will  permit.  Where  revaluations  have  been  attempted 
under  proper  conditions  the  results  often  have  been  startling  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  resultant  increased  valuation  thus  arrived  at  has 
been  arbitrarily  modified  or  discarded  altogether.  Revaluations  prop- 
erly made  are  very  helpful  to  local  assessors  but  are  far  from  a  pan- 
acea, so  far  as  the  taxpayer  is  concerned. 

The  total  valuation  of  buildings  and  improvements  shows  a  ver>- 
decided  falling  off,  $16,610,364,  in  1933.  This  loss  occurred  principally 
in  the  larger  municipalities,  although  some  of  the  smaller,  dependent 
largely  on  the  valuation  of  manufacturing  plants,  show  large  percent- 
age decreases;  the  losses  in  Pawtucket,  Providence  and  Woonsocket 
in  that  year  alone  amounted  to  $13,677,381. 

Thirteen  municipalities  show  losses  in  this  class  of  property  in  1933 
and  fifteen  in  1934,  but  the  1934  losses  are  generally  much  less.  In 
several  instances,  however,  the  losses  are  greater  in  1934  than  in  1933 ; 
this  is  doubtless  due  to  purely  local  conditions  and  the  tendency  of 
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assessed  valuations  in  the  smaller  municipalities  to  lag  behind  actual 
conditions  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  larger,  where  more  adequate 
assessing  machinery  is  provided.  The  valuation  of  this  class  of  prop- 
erty began  to  decline  in  1932,  showing  a  decrease  from  the  pre- 
vious year  of  $5,258,696.  This  figure  jumped  to  $16,610,364  in  1933 
and  fell  to  $5,332,227  in  1934.  With  the  revival  of  building  operations 
this  tendency  towards  lower  assessed  valuations  not  only  should  cease 
but  some  increase  is  reasonably  to  be  expected. 

Tangibk  Peraonal  Property. 

« 

The  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  was  the  first  to  show  a 
consistent  decrease  beginning  with  the  assessment  of  1930,  with  a 
decrease  from  the  previous  year  of  $3,419,259,  followed  in  succeeding 
years  by  decreases  from  the  respective  previous  years  of  $9,790,678, 
$20,798,253.76  the  maximum  decrease,  and  $10,632,860  in  1933.  The 
1934  assessment  shows  an  increase  of  $869,585.76  over  1933. 

Twelve  municipalities  show  decreases  in  this  class  of  property  in 
both  1933  and  1934,  three  show  increases  in  both  years  and  the  others 
show  decreases  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  years.  Twenty-four  show 
increases  in  1934  and  one  shows  no  change  either  way. 

The  increase  in  1934  over  1933  while  small  (.48%)  is  encourag- 
ing and  reflects  tg  some  extent  at  least  the  general  improvement  in 
the  market  price  of  merchandise  and  raw  materials. 

Intangible  Personal  Property. 

The  local  valuation  of  this  class  of  property  shows  a  slight  increase 
in  1934,  $1,050,550,  or  something  over  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  which 
although  small  is  almost  as  great  as  the  decrease  for  the  previous  year, 
and  it  is  the  first  increase  recorded  since  the  assessment  of  1930. 
While  this  increase  may  be  due  in  part  to  more  efficient  local  adminis- 
tration, brought  about  by  the  necessity  of  increasing  or  at  least  main- 
taining local  revenues,  it  nevertheless  reflects  to  some  extent  the  im- 
provement in  the  general  security  market. 

This  class  of  property  furnishes  the  local  assessor  his  most  difficult 
problem  so  far  as  discovering  it  and  getting  it  on  the  assessment  roll 
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is  concerned,  and  the  increase  is  very  encouraging  at  this  time,  partic- 
ularly as  the  assessment  of  land,  buildings  and  improvements  falls  off 
and  tangible  personal  property  shows  a  gain  over   1933  of  only 

.48%. 

Local  Tax  Rates. 

The  average  local  tax  rate,  $2.32  per  $100,  is  the  same  for  both  the 
years  1933  and  1934  and  shows  a  slight  reduction  from  the  average 
of  1932.  Ten  municipalities  increased  the  rate  and  seven  reduced  it ; 
the  changes  were  each  relatively  unimportant  and  in  the  aggr^ate 
offset  each  other.  Four  municipalities  applied  the  maximum  rate, 
$2.50  per  $100  of  valuation,  in  1933,  and  three  in  1934.  Two  only  ap- 
plied the  maximtmi  rate  in  both  years  and  one  of  these  included  a 
special  tax  at  the  rate  of  $.50  for  educational  purposes. 

The  total  net  tax  locally  assessed  was  $27,268,027.48  in  1933 
and  $27,138,121.71  in  1934,  showing  respectively  decreases  of 
$1,170,912.75  and  $129,905.77.  This  latter  decrease  is  relatively  so 
small  (.48%)  as  to  be  negligible  and  the  local  revenues  seem  to  have 
reached  an  encouragingly  stable  position  so  far  as  decrease  is 
concerned. 

Tax  Exemptioiii. 

Perhaps  no  single  item  in  the  present  tax  structure  deserves  more 
thoughtful  attention  than  that  of  exemptions.  The  demoralizing  effect 
of  enlarged  injections  of  this  character  into  an  otherwise  efficiently 
operating  tax  system  has  been  clearly  indicated  in  past  repKDrts  of 
this  Board.  Increasing  claims  for  exemption  furnish  a  glaring  illustra- 
tion of  the  well-recognized  tax  psychology  that  no  one  chooses  to  be 
taxed  if  there  is  any  way,  legal  or  apparently  so,  of  escape. 

The  basis  of  the  tax  exemption  grant  presumably  is  that  anyone  or 
any  organization  performing  a  function  which  otherwise  would  de- 
volve upon  government,  or  which  is  of  sufficiently  far-reaching  applica- 
tion to  the  public  generally,  is  rendering  a  service  to  the  communit}- 
which  otherwise  would  have  to  be  performed  by  governmental  agency, 
and  therefore  should  not  be  taxed.  Tax  exemptions  originated  in  the 
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early  days  of  taxation,  and  the  custom  will  probably  continue  until  the 
termination  of  the  tax  structure.  At  the  present  moment,  however,  the 
question  is  regarding  relief  from  the  malady  rather  than  a  cure,  and  to 
this  end  a  few  observations  along  .statistical  lines  would  seem  to  be 
in  order. 

According  to  a  decision  of  our  Supreme  Court  "the  power  to 
exempt  property  from  taxation  is  the  converse  of  the  power  to  deter- 
mine what  property  shall  be  the  subject  of  taxation;  the  selection  of 
certain  property  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  being  the  exclusion  or 
exemption  of  that  which  is  not  selected.  It  is,  therefore,  included 
necessarily  in  the  power  to  tax,  which  resides  in  the  State  alone,  and 
consequently  can  be  exercised  only  by  the  General  Assembly,  repre- 
senting the  sovereign  power  of  the  State,  acting  within  the  limitation 
of  the  constitution,  or  by  the  several  cities,  towns  or  other  municipal 
bodies,  in  pursuance  of  lawful  authority  granted  to  them  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Cooley  on  Taxation,  2d  ed.  200."  (McTwiggan  v. 
Hunter,  19  R.  I.  265  at  p.  270.)  If  then,  by  authority  of  the  General 
Assembly,  tax  exemptions  have  reached  such  proportions  as  to  be  un- 
desirable from  the  standpoint  of  the  public  good,  it  is  within  the 
power  of  that  body,  and  it  is  there  only,  that  remedial  relief  can  be 
afforded. 

In  Table  VIII  the  valuations  of  exempted  property  as  returned  by 
the  assessors  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  are  listed  under  sixteen 
separate  headings,  the  authorization  for  most  of  these  exemptions 
being  contained  in  Chapter  58,  Section  2  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  by  Public  Laws,  1927,  Chapter  986. 

Under  the  heading  of  United  States  property,  almost  all  of  the 
eighteen  cities  and  towns  having  such  property  within  their  jurisdic- 
tions retained  in  1934  the  same  valuations  as  for  1933.  In  New  Shore- 
ham,  however,  there  was  an  increase  of  $1,000  in  1934;  Warren  re- 
ports a  decrease  of  $400,  and  Woonsocket  an  increase  of  $26,600  over 
1933.  Portsmouth,  with  valuations  of  $2,500,000,  slightly  leads  Provi- 
dence, where  Federal  properties  are  given  a  valuation  of  $2,486,680. 
In  the  state  as  a  whole,  this  type  of  property  shows  an  increased 
valuation  of  $27,200  in  1934  over  1933,  with  a  total  of  $8,191,974. 
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State  property  valuations  also  show  an  increase  in  1934,  the  aggre- 
gate of  $19,837,721  being  $73,820  more  than  in  1933.  From  the 
tabulated  figures  it  may  be  observed  that  of  the  30  cities  and  towns 
wherein  such  property  is  located,  Providence  has  the  highest 
1934  valuation  amounting  to  $10,383,260.  Cranston  follows  with 
$5,984,820,  a  rise  of  $720  over  the  1933  figures.  Ten  municipalities 
have  increased  valuations  in  1934,  but  the  others  carry  the  same 
amounts  for  both  years. 

The  total  valuation  of  property  exempt  in  the  state  by  reason  of 
town  or  city  ownership  increased  from  $59,083,951  in  1933  to 
$59,999,145  in  1934,  or  an  advance  of  $915,194.  Sixteen  cities  and 
towns  show  increased  valuations  in  1934,  four  show  decreases,  and 
the  remainder  maintain  the  same  amounts  in  both  years.  Providence 
raised  its  valuations  $497,960,  to  reach  the  total  of  $41,574,680.  Bur- 
rillville  increased  its  town-owned  property  valuation  from  $1,000  in 
1933  to  $187,500  in  1934,  a  jump  of  $186,500.  Woonsocket  also  made 
a  substantial  increase  of  $71,550.  The  decreases  indicated  in  1934 
from  the  1933  figures  are  in  the  smaller  amounts  of  $7,900  for 
Bristol,  $3,000  for  Johnston,  $1,050  for  Little  Compton,  and  $1,000 
for  Middletown. 

Valuations  of  exempt  school  property  in  the  state  show  a  decrease 
in  1934  of  $1,516,056,  the  total  for  that  year  being  $35,840,431,  as 
against  $37,356,487  in  1933.  Most  of  the  cities  and  towns  retain  the 
same  valuations  in  1934  as  in  1933,  although  increases  were  made  in 
fourteen  municipalities  and  decreases  in  three.  New  Shoreham  re- 
turns an  increase  from  $2,000  to  $30,800,  while  West  Warwick  like- 
wise has  a  large  increase  of  $345,050,  or  from  a  total  of  $530,810  in 
1933  to  $875,860  in  1934.  The  valuation  of  school  property  in  the 
city  of  Providence,  amounting  in  1934  to  $12,112,720  is  a  decrease  of 
$42,680  from  the  1933  total  of  $12,155,400;  but  the  greatest  decrease 
is  indicated  in  the  town  of  Middletown,  where  the  1933  valuation  of 
$4,111,000  was  reduced  to  $2,105,000  in  1934,  a  decrease  of 
$2,006,000. 

Church  property  exemptions  in  the  state  increased  $912,065,  or 
from  $23,006,604  in  1933  to  $23,918,669  in  1934.  Fifteen  municipali- 
ties in  the  state  show  increased  exemptions  of  this  character  over 
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1933,  eight  have  made  reductions,  and  sixteen  report  identical  valua- 
tions for  the  two  years.  Providence  shows  the  most  substantial 
growth  in  this  exempt  property,  from  $10,770,180  in  1933  to 
$11,511,340  in  1934,  an  increase  of  $741,160.  Central  Falls  also  has 
had  a  large  increase,  the  1934  aggregate  of  $1,784,930  being  $105,000 
more  than  that  for  1933.  Other  increases  were  made  in  Woonsocket, 
$78,300;  West  Warwick,  $26,020;  Narragansett,  $15,400;  and  Cum- 
berland, $8,000.  As  to  decreases,  Pawtucket  ranks  first  with  a  reduc- 
tion of  $30,000,  and  is  followed  by  Newport  with  a  decrease  of 
$20,635;  Warren,  with  $10,350;  South  Kingstown,  $8,200;  and  East 
Providence,  $6,000. 

Table  VIII  also  shows  that  Providence  has  raised  the  valuation  of 
exempt  property  of  professors  of  Brown  University  $23,040,  or  from 
$616,700  in  1933  to  $639,740  in  1934.  Similar  property  in  East  Prov- 
idence shows  an  increased  exemption  to  the  amount  of  $930,  while 
Cranston,  on  the  other  hand,  made  a  reduction  of  $120.  The  total 
amount  of  exempt  property  of  this  classification  in  the  state  was 
$674,020  in  1934. 

The  valuations  of  exempt  properties  of  military  organizations  in 
1934  for  the  most  part  remained  as  they  were  in  1933,  although  the 
total  amount  for  the  state  shows  a  decrease  of  $550.  This  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  in  1934  West  Warwick  dropped  its  1933  valuation  of 
$1,550,  and  Tiverton  reported  a  new  item  of  $1,000  in  1934. 

Exemptions  by  charter  increased  in  1934  by  $713,867  over  1933. 
No  decreases  in  valuations  in  any  of  the  cities  and  towns  are  indicated 
for  1934,  except  that  the  town  of  Johnston  dropped  in  that  year  the 
$3,000  returned  in  1933.  Increases  made  were  in  Providence, 
$318,740;  Newport,  $179,017;  Bristol,  $175,800;  South  Kingstown, 
$14,150;  and  other  towns  in  smaller  amounts.  The  total  exemptions 
of  this  character  in  1934  amount  to  $7,114,094. 

Under  the  heading  of  burial  grounds,  the  exemptions  increased  in 
1934  by  $94,522,  or  from  $3,677,866  to  $3,772,388.  No  decreases  are 
shown  in  any  of  the  cities  or  towns,  twenty-six  of  which  maintain  the 
same  valuation  for  both  years;  and  while  eight  show  increases,  the 
largest  addition  is  indicated  in  the  town  of  East  Greenwich,  where 
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the  increase  was  $32,962.  The  city  of  Providence  follows  with  an 
increase  of  $32,160,  and  Woonsocket  next  with  an  increase  of 
$21,550. 

The  total  valuations  of  exempt  library  properties  increased 
$6,600,  or  from  $3,786,911  in  1933  to  $3,793,511  in  1934.  Valuations 
of  this  type  of  property  exemptions  in  1934  are  generally  unchanged 
from  those  of  1933,  although  it  may  be  noted  that  Burrillville  dropped 
$8,000  from  its  1933  valuation  while  Central  Falls  returned  an  in- 
crease of  $10,000  and  Hopkinton  $4,600. 

The  exempt  property  of  charitable  institutions  in  the  state  increased 
in  valuation  the  past  year  by  $99,940,  the  1934  total  being  $3,297,059. 
While  most  of  the  cities  and  towns  maintain  the  same  valuations  in 
1934  as  in  1933,  Bristol  added  $9,800,  Middletown  $7,800,  Newport 
$2,000,  Portsmouth  $500,  Warwick  $120  and  Woonsocket  $79,400. 

Contrary  to  expectations,  property  exempt  on  account  of  poverty 
has  decreased  by  $19,108,  the  total  amount  being  $71,061  in  1934, 
Harrington  and  Warwick  made  slight  increases,  while  Central  Fails 
shows  a  decrease  of  $14,428  and  Providence  $8,860. 

Veterans'  exemptions  jumped  from  $6,770,240  in  1933  to 
$7,110,289  in  1934,  or  an  increase  of  $340,049.  These  exemptions 
have  increased  in  all  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  state  except  North 
Smithfield  (which  returned  the  same  valuations  for  both  years  i, 
Cumberland,  East  Greenwich,  North  Providence,  Pawtucket  and 
Smithfield.  The  greatest  increase  is  noted  in  the  City  of  Providence, 
where  the  additional  exemption  allowances  in  1934  amounted  to 
$208,460  and  the  total  increased  from  $1,678,840  in  1933  to 
to  $1,887,300  in  1934.  On  the  other  hand,  the  largest  decrease  is 
reported  in  the  city  of  Pawtucket,  where  the  1933  total  of  $695,500 
was  reduced  to  $654,740,  or  a  decrease  of  $40,760. 

The  amount  of  property  exempt  by  vote  of  the  city  or  town  has 
decreased  from  $6,681,187  in  1933  to  $5,544,754  in  1934,  or  a  drop  of 
$1,136,433.  In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  fourteen  cities  and  toisTis 
at  present  have  no  exemptions  of  this  character,  although  the  to\nis 
of  East  Greenwich  and  North  Providence  showed  such  exemptions  in 
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1933,  the  total  amounts  indicated  are  carried  by  twenty-five  munici- 
palities. The  cities  and  towns  that  have  not  voted  property  exemptions 
in  recent  years  are  Burrillville,  Central  Falls,  Charlestown,  Cumber- 
land, East  Providence,  Exeter,  Glocester,  Lincoln,  New  Shoreham, 
Pawtucket,  Smithfield  and  West  Greenwich.  Woonsocket  takes  the 
lead  in  this  type  of  exemption,  the  amount  being  $1,878,500  in  1933, 
with  a  reduction  to  $1,846,450  in  1934.  Scituate  follows  with 
$1,025,000,  and  next  comes  Warren  with  $392,700,  an  increase  of 
$314,700  over  the  $78,000  allowed  in  1933. 

Hospital  property,  located  in  fifteen  cities  and  towns,  shows  the 
nominal  increase  of  $43,830  in  a  total  1934  valuation  of  $17,568,345 
as  against  the  1933  figure  of  $17,524,515.  On  this  type  of  property, 
valuations  in  the  city  of  Providence  have  increased  from  $14,023,000 
in  1933  to  $14,120,900  in  1934,  or  $97,900.  Valuations  in  Woonsocket 
advanced  $135,700,  and  in  Central  Falls  $10,000.  As  against  these 
increases  there  were  three  decreases  in  1934  from  1933 — ^in  Bristol, 
$9,800;  Middletown,  $8,300;  and  Newport,  $181,490. 

Reforestation  lands  exempt  under  the  provisions  of  Section  3  of 
Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  continue  to  hold  the  same  valuations 
in  1934  and  1933  as  for  the  past  eight  years.  The  only  municipality -in 
which  this  exemption  is  at  present  in  effect  is  West  Greenwich,  where 
the  valuation  of  these  lands  is  returned  at  $4,000. 

The  classification  of  these  sixteen  varieties  of  exempt  property 
under  the  four  statutory  headings — land,  buildings,  tangible  person- 
alty and  intangible  personalty — exhibited  in  Table  Vlll-a,  indicates 
an  aggregate  valuation  in  1934  of  $196,834,397,  or  an  increase  over 
the  $196,255,607  valuation  reported  for  1933  of  $578,790.  Taking  a 
five-year  period  for  comparative  purposes,  we  find  that  in  1929  the 
total  valuation  of  exempt  property  was  $160,605,383.  From  that  year 
to  1934,  the  amount  increased  $36,299,014,  or  an  average  yearly  in- 
crease of  $7,259,802.80. 

Comparing  the  increase  in  total  exempt  property  for  this  five-year 
period  with  the  total  local  assessed  valuation  for  the  state,  we  find  that 
the  valuation  of  all  property  locally  assessed  in  1929  was  $1,393,742,141 
and  in  1934,  $1,337,611,156,  or  a  decrease  of  $56,130,985.  Thus  it  is 
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shown  that  while  we  have  a  decrease  in  local  assessed  valuations  of  the 
state,  we  find  that  the  total  amount  of  exemptions  reported  during  this 
period  has  increased  by  over  22  per  cent ;  or  in  other  words,  the  decrease 
in  valuation  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  exemptions,  as 
the  exemptions  are  in  amount  approximately  64.66%  of  the  decrease. 

A  comparison  of  the  figures  for  1934  with  those  for  1933,  as  in- 
dicated in  Table  VII I-a,  shows  that  twenty-seven  municipalities  in- 
creased the  valuation  of  exempt  land,  ten  report  decreases  and  two 
remain  unchanged,  with  a  total  increase  of  exemptions  on  this  type 
of  property  amounting  to  $1,347,587.06. 

As  to  buildings  and  improvements,  twenty-seven  cities  and  towns 
show  increased  exemptions,  and  eleven  a  decrease,  with  one  un- 
changed— a  total  decrease  of  $704,594.06. 


In  tangible  property  exemptions  there  have  been  increases  in 
twenty-five  municipalities  and  decreases  in  eleven,  with  three  un- 
changed— a  total  decrease  for  the  state  of  $113,515. 

Of  the  fifteen  municipalities  showing  valuations  of  exempt  intan- 
gible property,  five  show  increased  exemptions  and  five  decreases, 
with  five  unchanged — sl  total  increase  for  the  state  of  $49,312. 

Summarizing  the  total  exemptions  in  each  of  the  cities  and  towns 
for  the  years  1933  and  1934,  the  figures  show  that  thirty-two  localities 
increased  their  total  exemptions,  while  seven  made  decreases,  with  a 
resultant  state  increase  in  such  exemptions  of  $578,790. 

Table  Vlll-a  further  shows  that  all  but  seven  of  the  municipalities 
of  the  state  increased  their  valuations  of  exempt  property  in  1934  over 
1933,  the  amounts  varying  from  an  increase  of  $1,868,180  for  the 
city  of  Providence  to  $500  for  the  town  of  West  Greenwich. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  further,  that  in  1934  the  city  of  Pawtucket 
cut  its  exemptions  $70,740,  to  a  total  of  $15,397,940,  the  reductions 
being  made  in  each  of  the  four  classes,  with  the  greatest  decrease  in- 
dicated under  buildings  and  improvements,  and  tangible  personalt}'. 
Newport  likewise  reduced  exemption  valuations  from  $7,049,187  in 
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1933  to  $6,939,175  in  1934,  or  a  decrease  of  $110,012,  principally  on 
buildings  and  improvements.  Middletown,  with  total  exemptions  of 
$4,519,150  in  1933,  reduced  that  amount  by  $2,005,025,  to  $2,514,125 
in  1934,  this  substantial  decrease  being  made  on  buildings  and  im- 
provements principally,  although  land  and  tangible  personalty  are  in- 
cluded with  material  reductions.  North  Providence,  with  a  $1,600 
increase  in  land  exemptions  for  1934,  shows  a  decrease  in  total 
exemptions  of  $370,400  from  1933,  the  reductions  being  accomplished 
by  dropping  $185,700  on  tangible  personalty  and  $186,300  on  build- 
ings and  improvements.  Similarly,  in  North  Smithfield,  with  total 
exemptions  dropping  $740,000,  the  $14,700  increase  in  land  exemp- 
tions wa§  more  than  offset  by  the  $350,800  reduction  on  buildings  and 
improvements,  with  the  substantial  decrease  of  $403,900  on  tangible 
personalty.  In  the  latter  class  the  valuation  of  $410,300  for  1933  was 
cut  down  to  $6,400.  Smithfield  and  South  Kingstown  also  showed 
slight  decreases  in  their  total  property  exemptions. 

Table  Vlll-a  also  discloses  that  while  there  has  been  a  compara- 
tively slight  drop  in  exemptions  on  buildings  and  improvements 
($704,594.06)  in  1934  from  1933,  and  also  on  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty ($113,515),  there  have  been  increased  exemptions  on  land  and 
intangibles,  the  1934  total  of  $41,241,126.06  on  land  being  an  increase 
of  $1,347,587.06  over  1933,  and  the  valuation  of  $5,606,842  on  intangi- 
bles in  1934  being  an  increase  of  $49,312  over  1933. 

In  considering  the  foregoing  exempt  property  valuation  figures,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  valuations  in  nearly  every  case 
represent  property  known  to  be  exempt  by  law,  and  by  reason  of  that 
fact  the  degree  of  careful  consideration  ordinarily  given  to  assess- 
ing property  values  may  not  in  many  instances  prevail.  Attention 
should  also  be  called  to  the  fact  that  there  are  unquestionably  many 
thousands  of  dollars  of  intangible  personal  property  in  the  hands  of 
exempt  institutions  from  which  the  state  derives  no  tax  revenue  and 
which,  because  of  its  undeterminable  nature,  is  not  included  in  the  total 
exempt  property  indicated  by  these  tables.  This  should  be  taken  into 
account  in  the  consideration  of  any  question  involving  the  subject  of 
exemptions. 
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In  connection  with  the  provision  of  the  constitution  that  the  bur- 
dens of  the  state  ought  to  be  fairly  distributed  among  its  citizens, 
the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  statistics  set  forth  in  this  report 
would  seem  to  warrant  a  repetition  of  the  warning  in  previous  re- 
ports, that  exemptions  aggregating  $196,834,397,  with  a  total  local  as- 
sessed valuation  of  $1,337,611,156,  or  over  14.71%,  constitute  an  un- 
fair, unwarranted  and  positively  unjust  and  discriminatory  burden 
upon  the  other  taxpayers  of  the  state.  The  problem  is  one  to  which  the 
General  Assembly  could  well  devote  considerable  thought  and  atten- 
tion. 

At  every  session  of  the  legislature  numerous  bills  are  presented  for 
exempting  the  real  and  personal  property  of  various  sodal,  and  semi 
educational,  benevolent  and  charitable  organizations.  While  the  pur- 
poses of  many  of  these  institutions  are  undoubtedly  worthy  and  meri- 
torious, and  their  activities  beneficial,  they  are  restricted  in  scope  both 
as  to  locality  and  the  individuals  affected,  and  to  relieve  them  of  their 
share  of  the  tax  burden  simply  increases  that  of  other  taxpayers,  and 
adds  to  the  demoralization  of  the  tax  structure.  To  authorize  exemp- 
tions of  this  class  is  to  indirectly  force  public  support,  and  while  in 
many  instances  the  process  may  be  considered  from  the  viewpoint  of 
local  taxpayers  as  changing  money  from  one  pocket  to  another,  it 
would  seem  from  a  business-like  point  of  view  that  the  relief  afforded 
could  more  properly  be  extended  by  some  other  means,  direct  subsidy 
for  example. 

The  Board  feels  that  the  importance  of  this  subject  warrants  a 
reiteration  of  the  recommendation  made  in  its  thirteenth  report  in 
1931,  that  those  who  receive  the  benefits  of  tax  exemption  should  be 
required  by  law  to  file  a  return  of  all  their  ratable  estate,  and  the  use 
or  uses  to  which  it  is  applied,  at  least  once  in  every  three  years,  in 
order  that  the  state  and  the  municipalities  may  be  informed  to  what 
extent  they  had  exempted  property  from  taxation  and  whether  or 
not  the  beneficiaries  were  still  entitled  to  the  extent  of  exemption 
which  they  were  enjoying.  We  repeat  that  it  seems  both  reasonable 
and  just  that  those  who  receive  the  benefit  should  at  least  be  required 
by  law  to  furnish  this  information  to  the  assessing  authorities ;  and 
that  it  seems  advisable  to  this  Board  that  proposals  for  exemption  by 
special  act  should  in  future  be  acted  upon  only  after  a  thorough  in- 
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vestigation  by  a  competent  committee,  appointed  especially  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  whether  or  not  the  applicant  is  entitled  to 
exemption  under  the  general  legislative  policy,  or  for  some  adequate 
special  reason  or  reasons  not  included  in  the  general  scheme  of 
exemption. 

The  Sales  Tax. 

Under  date  of  May  1st,  1934  the  committee  on  finance  of  the 
Honorable  Senate  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Board  of  Tax 
Commissioners,  advising  this  Board  that  acting  on  a  suggestion  from 
the  State  Commissioner  of  Finance  the  committee  had  voted  to  refer 
Senate  bill  110  and  Senate  bill  158  to  this  Board  for  study.  These 
two  bills  were  proposals  for  a  retail  sales  tax,  similar  in  form  for 
the  most  part,  and  provided  for  the  imposition  of  a  two  per  cent 
tax  on  the  retail  'sales  price  of  tangible  personal  property.  One  of 
these  bills,  Senate  bill  110,  was  introduced  by  Senator  Bodwell  of 
Cranston  and  the  other  by  Senator  Callan  of  Bristol.  The  first  was 
referred  to  the  State  Commissioner  of  Finance,  who  returned  it  with 
the  following  comment : 

"This  act  provides  for  a  retail  sales  tax,  so-called,  and  is  a  subject 
that  should  call  for  careful  consideration  and  study.  It  was  intro- 
duced March  9,  1934,  and  it  is  impossible  to  give  it  the  attention  that 
it  deserves  during  the  short  time  remaining  in  the  present  session.  It 
is  recommended  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Commis- 
sioners for  study  and  report  to  the  General  Assembly  early  in  January 
at  its  next  regular  session." 

In  acting  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Commissioner  of 
Finance  the  Senate  finance  committee  transmitted  both  bills  to  this 
Board.  Both  provide  for  payment  of  the  tax  by  the  vendor,  applicable 
only  where  sales  receipts  amount  to  $500  over  a  three-months'  period. 
In  one  of  these  measures,  however,  it  was  provided  that  the  vendor 
should  collect  the  tax  from  the  purchaser,  file  quarterly  returns  ac- 
companied by  check  with  the  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners,  but  that 
the  proceeds  should  be  turned  over  to  the  General  Treasurer  and 
credited  to  a  special  school  fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  a  special  committee,  with  distribution  to  the  several  cities  and 
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towns.  The  other  bill-  called  for  payment  direct  to  the  General  Treas- 
urer with  retention  of  one-half  of  the  proceeds  for  the  use  of  the 
state  and  the  other  one-half  distributable  to  the  several  cities  and 
towns  on  the  basis  of  local  assessed  valuations. 

The  increased  demand  for  additional  state  revenues  to  meet  the 
mounting  expenses  of  emergency  relief,  and  other  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, and  to  provide  for  budget  balancing,  has  necessitated  the  en- 
actment of  legislation  in  many  states  to  provide  new  sources  of 
revenue.  Since  1932  at  least  twenty-two  states  have  developed  some 
form  of  sales  tax  to  accomplish  the  results  desired. 

The  ditferent  types  of  sales  taxes  now  in  effect  are  described  and 
grouped  under  the  following  headings : 

■  . 

1.  General  sales  tax:  as  in  effect  in  Arizona.  North  Carolina  and 
Washington.  This  tax  includes  sales  for  resale  as  well  as  retail  sales, 
and  applies  also  to  manufacturing  and  severance  activities. 

2.  Gross  receipts  tax ;  as  effective  in  Mississippi  and  New  Mexico, 
and  under  recent  amendments  to  the  original  law  in  the  state  of 
Washington.  This  not  only  includes  the  subjects  for  taxation  em- 
braced under  the  general  sales  tax  but  extends  to  receipts  from  pro- 
fessional and  other  services. 

3.  Gross  income  tax;  as  effective  in  Indiana,  South  Dakota  and 
West  Virginia,  embracing  all  the  subjects  for  taxation  under  the  gross 
sales  and  gross  receipts  tax,  and  in  addition  receipts  from  all  sources 
generally. 

4.  Retail  sales  tax ;  as  effective  in  the  states  of  California,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  and  Utah.  The 
fundamental  base  of  this  tax  is  the  sale  of  tangible  personal  property' 
at  retail  measured  by  gross  receipts,  although  some  of  these  states 
extend  the  base  to  include  utility  services,  amusements  and  advertis- 
ing. It  may  also  include  the  consumers'  sales  tax,  which  tax  is  levied 
upon  the  retailer  but  collectible  from  the  consumer  by  the  retailer. 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  were  included  in  this  list  until  their  laws, 
temporary  in  character,  expired  by  limitation. 
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5.  Merchants'  license  tax;  as  effective  in  Delaware,  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  New  Mexico,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  This  levy  in- 
volves the  imposition  of  annual  license  fees,  generally  at  progressive 
rates,  upon  either  or  both  wholesale  and  retail  merchants,  based  upon 
gross  annual  sales. 

6.  Chain  store  sales  tax ;  as  effective  in  the  states  of  Idaho,  Indiana, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mon- 
tana, North  Carolina,  Vermont,  West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin.  This 
is  a  privilege  tax  imposed  on  persons  engaged  in  conducting  a  busi- 
ness by  a  system  of  chain  stores  disposing  of  goods  at  retail. 

These  several  classes  of  sales  taxes  and  licenses  are  to  be  distin- 
guished from  the  numerous  forms  of  selective  sales  taxes,  such  as 
gasoline,  tobacco  products,  and  soft  drinks,  which  have  been  in  effect 
in  many  states  for  a  considerable  period  of  time. 

Rates. — The  rates  applicable  in  the  different  states  under  the 
variety  of  sales  tax  laws  are  of  wide  range.  In  the  retail  sales  tax 
states  the  rates  vary  from  J4%  in  Missouri  to  3%  in  Kentucky, 
Michigan  and  North  Carolina.  The  average  rate  is  a  trifle  over  2%. 
The  merchants'  license  fees,  as  in  effect  in  Delaware,  are  $5.00  an- 
nually, plus  $1.00  if  the  aggregate  cost  of  goods  does  not  exceed 
$1,000;  and  if  over  $1,000,  ten  cents  on  each  $100.00  of  aggregate 
cost  value.  In  Louisiana,  as  to  wholesalers,  the  law  provides  for  flat 
sum  license  fees  contingent  upon  the  amount  of  gross  sales,  ranging 
from  $6,000  for  wholesalers  of  the  first  class,  whose  gross  sales 
amount  to  $10,000,000,  to  $25.00  for  wholesalers  of  the  twenty-third 
class,  whose  gross  sales  amount  to  less  than  $50,000;  and  as  to  re- 
tailers, flat  sum  license  fees  contingent  upon  the  amount  of  gross  sales 
ranging  from  $6,000  for  retailers  of  the  first  class,  whose  gross  sales 
amount  to  $5,000,000  or  more,  to  $5.00  for  retailers  of  the  28th  class, 
whose  gross  sales  amount  to  less  than  $5,000.  In  New  Mexico  the 
law  provides  for  flat  sum  imposts  ranging  from  $2.00  on  gross  annual 
sales  up  to  $3,000,  to  $500  on  such  sales  over  $300,000  and  not  over 
$400,000 ;  and  on  gross  annual  sales  over  $400,000  the  license  fee  is 
$500  plus  $25.00  per  $1,000  on  such  sales  in  excess  of  $400,000.  In 
Pennsylvania  the  law  provides,  as  to  retailers,  a  $2.00  annual  license 
tax,  plus  one  mill  on  each  dollar  of  the  gross  volume  of  business 
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transacted  annually;  and  as  to  wholesalers  a  $3.00  annual  license 
fee  plus  one-half  mill  on  each  dollar  of  the  gross  volume  of  business 
transacted  annually. 

The  rate  applicable  under  the  chain  store  sales  tax  as  operative  in 
Minnesota  is  a  specific  flat  fee  per  store,  dependent  upon  the  number 
of  stores  in  operation,  plus  a  percentage  of  the  entire  gross  sales, 
ranging  from  1/20%  on  gross  sales  not  in  excess  of  $100,000  to  1% 
on  the  amount  of  gross  sales  in  excess  of  $1,000,000.  In  Vermont,  the 
rates  are  graduated,  ranging  from  J^%  on  annual  gross  sales  of 
$50,000  through  $100,000  to  4%  on  excess  of  gross  annual  sales  over 
$2,000,000.  In  Wisconsin  the  rate  varies  from  6/20%  on  gross  in- 
come of  $100,000  or  less  to  13/20%  on  excess  of  gross  income  over 
$5,000,000. 

Revenue. — ^To  attempt  to  draw  any  accurate  conclusions  from  a 
comparison  of  the  revenue  collected  under  the  various  state  sales 
taxes  would  be  futile,  because  of  differences  in  rates,  extent  of  the 
bases,  population,  local  economic  conditions,  and  geographical  loca- 
tion. In  this  connection,  however,  a  study  of  a  memorandum  and 
statistical  tables  formulated  by  the  research  staff  of  the  Interstate 
Commission  on  Conflicting  Taxation  indicates  that  Indiana  for  ex- 
ample, with  a  principal  retail  rate  of  1%,  applicable  to  professional 
services,  utilities  services,  and  amusements,  as  well  as  to  retail  sales, 
over  a  14-month  period,  produced  $13,248,082.09,  or  an  annual  per 
capita  revenue  of  $3.51. 

Mississippi,  with  variable  rates,  but  a  principle  retail  rate  of  2%, 
applicable  to  services  and  retail  sales,  over  a  19-month  period  col- 
lected $4,607,027.93,  or  an  annual  per  capita  revenue  of  $1.45. 

Washington,  with  variable  rates  but  a  principal  retail  rate  of  J/$%, 
applicable  to  services  and  retail  sales,  over  a  12-month  period  pro- 
duced $5,036,466.64,  or  an  annual  per  capita  revenue  of  $3.22. 

West  Virginia,  with  varying  rates,  but  a  principal  retail  rate  of 
2j4%,  levied  on  gross  sales  and  services,  over  a  3-month  period,  col- 
lected $5,007,974.88  (including  a  temporary  consumers'  tax  collected 
through  retailers),  or  an  annual  per  capita  revenue  of  $11.58. 
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In  regard  to  revenue  produced  under  the  retail  sales  tax  California, 
with  a  flat  retail  rate  of  2j/$%,  over  a  period  of  11  months,  produced 
$46,180,388.63,  or  a  per  capita  revenue  of  $8.87. 

North  Carolina,  with  a  flat  retail  rate  of  3%,  over  a  12-month 
period,  produced  $6,657,022.00  (including  a  comparatively  small 
revenue  from  a  light  tax  on  wholesalers),  or  a  per  capita  revenue  of 
$2.10. 

Missouri,  with  the  low  retail  rate  of  5^%,  applicable  to  amusement 
and  utility  services,  over  a  6j4-month  period  collected  $2,250,866.93, 
or  a  per  capita  revenue  of  $1.15. 

Illinois,  with  a  flat  retail  rate  of  2%,  over  a  14-month  period,  col- 
lected $43,033,804.00,  or  a  per  capita  of  $4.83. 

Under  the  merchants'  license  system  the  receipts  show  wide  varia- 
tions, depending  upon  the  fees  exacted.  Delaware  in  twenty-four 
months  collected  $232,124.25,  a  per  capita  of  forty-nine  cents  ($.49), 
while  in  Virginia  during  the  same  period  the  revenue  exceeded 
$2,000,000. 

Quoting  from  the  memorandum  above  referred  to,  this  "compari- 
son of  per  capita  revenues  shows  that  revenues  from  the  gross  turn- 
over taxes  or  gross  general  sales  taxes  are  little  higher  than  those 
produced  by  the  retail  sales  taxes.  This  is  partly  a  result  of  the  over- 
whelming importance  of  retail  sales  in  gross  turnover  taxes  and 
partly  a  result  of  relatively  greater  use  of  retail  sales  taxes  by  the 
richer  states.  The  average  (median)  per  capita  revenue  produced 
by  the  gross  turnover  and  gross  income  taxes  is  $3.51,  while  the 
average  (median)  produced  by  the  retail  taxes  is  $3.05. 

"It  is  apparent  from  an  examination  that  merchants'  license  and 
chain  store  taxes  do  not  yield  sufficient  income  to  justify  an  extended 
comparison  with  the  flat  rate  retail  sales  taxes  or  with  the  gross  turn- 
over and  gross  income  taxes."  And  quoting  further :  "About  70%  of 
the  revenue  produced  by  gross  turnover  and  gross  income  taxes  comes 
from  retail  merchandising,  although  this  is  not  true  in  all  the  states. 
There  are  two  explanations  of  the  wide  variation  in  the  proportion 
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derived  from  other  sources.  One  is  that  such  states  as  West  Virginia 
secure  a  large  volume  of  state  income  from  severance  taxes  on  natural 
resources  which  are  included  in  the  gross  sales  tax  statute.  The  second 
is  that  some  of  the  states  include  more  of  the  professional  and  other 
personal  gross  incomes  in  their  tax  bases  than  do  others." 

Estimated  Revenue, — Although  the  wide  variation  in  per  capita 
revenues  renders  the  comparison  of  little  practical  value,  it  is  never- 
theless interesting  to  note  the  yield  that  would  be  indicated  for  Rhode 
Island  under  the  laws  in  effect  in  some  of  the  states,  using  as  a  basis 
the  per  capita  yield  reported  by  the  research  staff  of  the  Interstate 
Commission  on  Conflicting  Taxation  and  the  1930  census  figure, 
687,497,  as  the  population : 
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996.870.65 

790,621.55 

1.216,869.69 
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3,320,610.51 

6.098,098J9 

4,949,978.40 


A  careful  study  very  recently  completed  by  the  research  staff  of 
the  Interstate  Commission  on  Conflicting  Taxation  leads  to  the  con- 
clusion that  retail  sales  tax  revenues  tend  to  approximate  roughly  the 
amount  which  might  be  expected  by  applying  a  given  rate  to  the 
volume  of  sales  reported  by  the  United  States  Census  Bureau  for 
1933.  The  actual  revenues  in  the  taxing  states  are  found  to  be  some- 
times above  and  sometimes  below  the  yield  which  might  have  been 
anticipated  on  the  basis  of  the  census  figures,  but  the  wider  variations 
are  attributed  to  enlarged  bases  on  the  one  hand  and  substantial 
exemptions  on  the  other.  "It  may  be  concluded,  therefore,"  says  this 
authority,  "that  application  of  the  proposed  rate  of  tax  in  a  given 
state  to  the  census  figures  should  indicate  probable  yield  as  accurately 
as  any  method  available." 
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In  its  summary  of  retail  distribution  for  the  United  States  in  1933 
the  census  bureau  credits  Rhode  Island  with  a  volume  of  sales  aggre- 
gating $167,288,000,  which  it  may  be  noted  here  is  a  drop  of  47% 
from  the  figures  for  1929.  On  this  base  the  yield  from  a  one  per  cent 
sales  tax  would  be  $1,672,880.00,  and  from  a  two  per  cent  tax 
$3,345,760.00,  if  the  rate  could  be  effectively  applied  to  the  whole 
base.  This,  however,  cannot  be  accomplished  in  practice  because  for 
purely  practical  reasons  a  limit  must  be  set  below  which  the  rate  does 
not  apply  but  is  replaced  by  a  flat  minimum  charge. 

Very  careful  recent  studies  and  computations  by  a  very  able  special 
commission  in  Connecticut,  a  state  much  more  nearly  comparable  to 
Rhode  Island  in  social  and  economic  conditions  than  the  states  above 
cited,  indicate  that  the  returns  from  a  one  per  cent  or  a  two  per  cent 
retail  sales  tax  in  this  State  would  be  from  $500,000  to  $650,000,  and 
from  $1,000,000  to  $1,250,000  respectively. 

The  estimates  of  the  yield  of  the  various  general  sales  taxes  made 
by  commissions  and  others  have  not  been  very  accurate,  although  gen- 
erally made  with  considerable  care.  Having  these  experiences  in  mind 
recent  estimates  tend  to  be  on  the  low  side.  It  is  reasonably  safe  to 
assume  that  a  one  per  cent  or  two  per  cent  flat  retail  sales  tax  on 
tangible  property  would  bring  at  least  the  lower  figures,  $500,000  and 
and  $1,000,000  respectively,  and  probably  would  approximate  the 
higher,  $650,000  and  $1,250,000. 

Application  of  Revenues, — It  is  interesting  to  note  the  purposes  for 
which  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  tax  in  the  several  states  are  appro- 
tioned.  The  underlying  purpose  of  the  new  tax  was  in  most  cases  to 
provide  funds  for  emergency  relief,  but  it  is  evident  that  real  estate 
tax  relief  was  also  a  consideration. 

In  Arizona,  after  providing  for  expenses  of  administration,  15% 
of  the  proceeds  is  credited  to  the  Governor's  relief  fund,  and  75% 
to  the  general  fund  of  the  state,  out  of  which  25%  is  distributed  to 
county  privilege  tax  funds  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  county 
indebtedness. 

In  California  the  proceeds  are  credited  to  a  sales  tax  fund,  with 
2%   allowed  for  administration  expenses,  and  the  balance  subject 
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to  refunds  and  transfers  to  the  general  fund  of  the  state  for  current 
expenses. 

In  Delaware,  Indiana,  and  Mississippi  the  revenue  is  devoted  to 
state  uses.  In  Illinois  2%  is  retained  in  the  general  fund,  and  the 
balance  devoted  to  emergency  relief.  In  Kentucky  two-thirds  is  allotted 
to  the  general  fund,  and  one-third  to  the  credit  of  county  road  funds 
for  roads  and  bridges. 

In  Michigan  $100,000  is  allowed  for  costs  of  administration; 
$12,000,000  to  the  state  emergency  welfare  fund;  $19,000,000  to  the 
general  fund ;  $500,000  to  the  University  of  Michigan  and  $200,000 
to  Michigan  State  College. 

In  Minnesota  the  proceeds  are  devoted  to  school  purposes.  In 
Missouri  one-half  the  revenue  is  devoted  to  emergency  relief  and  the 
other  half  to  schools. 

In  New  Mexico  3%'  of  the  gross  receipts  tax  is  applied  to  adminis- 
tration costs  and  the  balance  to  the  support  of  schools ;  and  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  merchants'  license  tax  10%  is  set  apart  for  adminis- 
tration purposes ;  with  the  remainder  remitted  to  the  several  counties 
and  allocated  to  the  public  school  equalization  fund. 

In  Oklahoma  the  revenue  is  used  for  relief  from  ad  valorem  taxa- 
tion by  application  to  school  purposes.  In  South  Dakota  55%  of  the 
proceeds  goes  into  the  general  fund  and  45%  into  the  interest  and 
common  school  fund. 

In  Utah  $60,000  is  appropriated  for  administration  purposes, 
$2,000,000  to  the  governor  for  emergency  relief,  and  any  excess  to 
schools  to  relieve  the  tax  burden  on  real  estate.  In  Washington  the 
revenue  is  devoted  to  school  purposes. 

Considerations  in  Rhode  Island, — If  any  form  of  sales  tax  or  mer- 
chants' license  tax  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  taxation  and  revenue 
system  in  Rhode  Island,  either  as  an  emergency  measure  or  as  a  per- 
manent institution,  it  should  be  so  designed  as  to  harmonize  with  the 
industrial,  business  and  professional  life  peculiar  to  this  state.  It 
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should  also  comprehend  the  constitutional  requirement  of  a  fair  dis- 
tribution of  the  tax  burden  and,  by  broadening  the  base  and  spreading 
the  load,  aim  to  lighten  proportionately  the  burden  where  it  now  rests 
the  heaviest  and  extend  it  in  some  degree  in  those  directions  where  it 
now  rests  lightly,  if  at  all.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  broader 
the  base  the  lower  will  be  the  rate  required  to  produce  the  necessary 
revenue.  Exemptions,  allowances,  deductions,  and  exceptions  of  all 
varieties  involve  one  of  two  major  evils — an  increase  in  rate  or  a 
decrease  in  revenue,  not  to  add  to  these  undesirable  features  the  in- 
creased difficulty  and  expense  of  administration.  A  universal  base,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Board,  would  make  possible  a  rate  perhaps  as  low 
as  1%,  produce  sufficient  if  not  abundant  revenue  under  normal  con- 
ditions, simplify  administration  and  impose  a  hardship  upon  no  one. 

If  the  viewpoint  be  accepted  that  the  existing  economic  situation 
is  only  temporary,  then  the  enactment  of  a  sales  tax  law  might  by  its 
terms  be  limited  to  a  period  estimated  to  reasonably  cover  the  emer- 
gency, as  has  been  done  in  several  other  states.  If  a  sales  tax  law  is  to 
be  enacted  as  a  permanent  institution,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  with  the 
idea  of  affording  permanent  relief  to  existing  subjects  of  taxation, 
then  a  sajes  tax  of  a  different  type  and  altered  provisions  might  sug- 
gest itself.  In  some  of  the  states  the  duration  of  the  sales  tax  law  has 
been  limited  to  from  two  years  to  three  years  by  the  terms  of  the 
law  itself.  The  New  York  law,  after  one  year  of  existence,  expired 
by  limitation  on  June  30,  1934  and  was  not  renewed.  The  Pennsyl- 
vania retail  sales  tax  was  an  emergency  measure  in  effect  six  months 
only. 

It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  note  that  the  criticism  of  and  objection  to 
this  form  of  taxation  are  usually  before  rather  than  after  the  system 
is  put  into  effect.  The  usual,  in  fact  the  inevitable,  criticism  is  that  it 
is  a  regressive  tax — ^that  is,  it  tends  to  decrease  in  relative  intensity 
as  income  increases.  This  criticism  is  valid,  if  nothing  else  but  the 
sales  tax  is  considered,  but  it  loses  much  if  not  all  of  its  force  when 
our  whole  system  of  taxation  is  reviewed  and  the  proper  adjustments 
made  for  the  high  and  progressive  rates  of  taxation  applied  to  income, 
estates  and  inheritances,  and  the  various  forms  of  business  and  prop- 
erty taxes,  license  fees,  etc.,  are  considered.  It  has  been  used  to  the 
present  extent,  and  its  use  undoubtedly  will  be  extended,  because  of 
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necessity,  and  its  employment  has  demonstrated  that  its  bad  effects 
were  very  decidedly  over-estimated  and  exaggerated.  It  is  operating 
successfully  as  a  revenue  producer  and  it  has  shown  few  if  any  of  the 
bad  results  so  positively  predicted,  and  indications  point  decidedly  to 
its  permanent  use,  although  in  many  if  not  most  cases  it  was  applied 
as  an  emergency  measure  and  often  for  a  specific  purpose  such  as  the 
relief  of  the  unemployed,  education,  etc. 

Except  for  the  purpose  of  minimizing  criticism  or  assisting  in 
enacting  the  necessary  legislation  such  segregation  is  not  generally 
considered  sound  practice  with  respect  to  this  or  any  general  tax. 
This  tax,  falling  as  it  does  on  everybody,  should  be  for  general  pur- 
poses and  not  set  apart  for  any  specific  governmental  activity. 

The  assessment  and  collection  of  this  tax  if  effectively  carried  out 
is  somewhat  difficult  and  complicated.  It  is  also  expensive.  The  proper 
administration  of  a  two  per  cent  retail  sales  tax  would  cost  in  this 
state  approximately  three  per  cent  on  the  estimated  return,  or  $30,000 
annually,  and  this  amount  would  not  be  appreciably  less  for  a  one  per 
cent  rate.  The  cost  is  determined  by  the  number  of  taxpayers  involved 
rather  than  the  amount  of  revenue  collected. 

This  system  of  taxation  lends  itself  readily  to  monthly  or  bi- 
monthly payments  and  so  provides  an  even  and  regular  influx  of 
revenue  which  is  usually  an  advantage. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  active  opposition  of  merchants  and  their 
predictions  of  dire  results,  experience  in  the  states  where  this  form  of 
taxation  is  in  force  indicates  that  the  bad  results  seldom  if  ever  ap- 
pear ;  and  the  advantage  of  obtaining  a  substantial  amount  of  revenue 
at  a  low  tax  rate  spread  over  an  extensive  and  comparatively  stable 
base,  paid  by  a  large  number  of  taxpayers  in  small  amounts  from  day 
to  day,  far  outweighs  any  disadvantages  which  have  so  far  become 
apparent.  It  is  the  general  opinion  of  tax  administrators  in  states  em- 
ploying this  form  of  taxation  that  the  difficulties  both  theoretical  and 
practical  attributed  to  it  have  been  decidedly  overstated.  It  is  at  least 
somewhat  difficult  to  discover  or  devise  a  popular  form  of  taxation 
under  any  conditions.  The  question  is  seldom  so  simple  as  the  selection 
of  the  lesser  of  two ;  it  is  generally  the  selection  of  the  least  of  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  evils. 
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This  tax  should  be  at  a  low  rate,  not  exceeding  two  per  cent,  and 
without  exemptions.  With  high  rates  the  law  of  diminishing  returns 
is  promptly  manifest.  Difficulties  of  administration  rapidly  increase 
and  efforts  to  escape  the  effects  of  or  circumvent  the  law  multiply.  A 
number  of  the  more  recent  writers  on  the  subject  of  the  economics  of 
taxation  and  the  later  reports  of  tax  commissioners  indicate  a  decided 
trend  in  favor  of  this  method  of  taxation. 

Rhode  Island,  because  of  its  geographical  location  and  extent  is 
practically  confined  to  a  retail  rather  than  a  general  sales  tax,  because 
of  the  interstate  commerce  provision  of  the  Federal  constitution. 

Unless  opposition  is  of  such  extent  and  character  as  to  make  the 
imposition  of  this  kind  of  taxation  impractical  or  inadvisable  it  is 
doubtless  one  of  the  easiest  means  available  for  raising  revenue  within 
moderate  limits. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Percentagk  op  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


CiTiBt  AND  Towns. 


Barrington ^ 

Bristol 


Burrillville. 


Central  Falls 


Year. 


Charleatown., 


Coventry 

Cranston 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich 


East  Providence.. 


Exeter.. 


Foster^ 


Glocester. 


ri932 
n933 
[1934 

fl932 
{1933 
11934 

ri932 
h933 
11934 

fl932 
h933 
11934 

fl932 
n933 
L1934 


1932 
1933 
1934 

1932 
1933 
1934 


[1932 
{1933 
[1934 

ri932 
h933 
11934 

fl932 
h933 
[1934 


I 


1932 

1933 

[1934 


ri932 
{1933 
[1934 

ri932 
{1933 
ll934 


Tax  on  Land. 


$56,348.54 
53,096.00 
58,860.48 

82,689.60 
73,096.67 
89,752.50 

26,783.35 
27,247.17 
27,910.25 

110.678.33 
110,287.12 
110,473.40 

10,463.06 
10,189.80 
10,131.43 

21,716.70 
25,202.45 
28,331.62 

331,461.16 
338,257.32 
336,528.41 

73.067.53 
71.014.27 
73.268.00 

25,985.71 
26.089.03 
26,203.75 

221.974.38 
223,014.25 
217,421.57 

6,177.87 
5,464.24 
5,775.24 

7,152.40 
7,142.90 
7,141.30 

11,177.22 
11,451.38 
11,747.88 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


24.38 
24.66 
24.42 

26.35 
27.53 
27.81 

18.76 
19.03 
18.92 

15.51 
15.52 
15.80 

30.11 
31.37 
31.02 

17.64 
19.12 
23.33 

22.07 
22.66 
22.30 

22.97 
22.86 
24.44 

21.30 
21.56 
21.52 

20.74 
21.19 
21.15 

46.06 
43.01 
43.72 

38.63 
38.18 
36.97 

32.99 
33.32 
33.12 


Tax  on 

Buildings  and 

Improvements. 


$125,281.40 
119,251.00 
134,719.20 

182,980.35 
150.413.28 
184,197.50 

74,012.40 
74,984.94 
76,270.42 

493,793.49 
493,093.91 
485,535.02 

22,240.33 
20,961.01 
21,198.31 

70,298.80 
75,998.95 
68,679.81 

962,361.29 
966.506.46 
972,620.55 

171,644.45 
169,635.04 
165,423.68 

73,633.56 
74,307.96 
75.308.76 

686,710.02 
679.069.00 
662,043.25 

4,119.39 
4,413.68 
4,386.09 

8,334.40 
8.302.40 
8,413.00 

17,709.16 
18,402.38 
19,219.03 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


54.21 
55.39 
55.89 

58.32 
56.64 
57.06 

51.82 
52.36 
51.71 

69.21 
69.39 
69.46 

63.99 
64.54 
64.90 

57.11 
57.66 
56.55 

64.08 
64.74 
64.45 

53.96 
54.60 
55.19 

60.36 
61.39 
61.86 

64.14 
64.52 
64.41 

30.71 
34.74 
33.20 

45.01 
44.38 
43.55 

52.27 
53.54 
54.18 
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TABLE  VII. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Tax  on 
Tangible 
Personal. 


$33,452.54 
30»120.5O 
35,022.96 

36,084.30 
30,795.84 
37,910.00 

41,837.95 
40,634.88 
43,131.67 

104.935.23 
103,847.94 
100,076.56 

1,828.00 
1,209.30 
1,212.60 

29,642.00 
29,337.71 
23,222.13 

184,753.48 
164,473.00 
174,552.98 

71,740.53 
68,502.75 
58,013.48 

19,555.30 
18,215.90 
17,936.57 

152,476.10 
143,070.50 
140,825.09 

2,461.53 
2.179.52 
2,407.54 

2.908.50 
3,134.00 
3,641.00 

4,215.64 
3,762.36 
3,755.18 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


14.48 
13.99 
14.53 

11.50 
11.60 
11.74 

29.30 
28.38 
29.25 

14.71 
14.61 
14.32 

5.26 
3.72 
3.71 

24.08 
22.26 
19.12 

12.30 
11.02 
11.57 

22.55 
22.05 
19.36 

16.03 
15.05 
14.73 

14.24 
13.59 
13.70 

18.35 
17.15 
18.22 

15.71 
16.75 
18.85 

12.44 
10.95 
10.58 


Tax  on 
Intangible 
Personal. 


$16,013.00 
12,838.40 
12,440.00 

12,020.89 
11.232.80 
10.930.40 

166.32 
332.72 
171.12 

4,029.68 
3,428.62 
2,951.53 

223.20 
120.00 
120.00 

1,433.60 
1,267.20 
1,214.00 

23.247.42 
23,566.32 
25,356.64 

1,631.40 
1,537.40 
3,015.22 

2,823.69 
2,421.17 
2,297.34 

9,418.20 
7.333.64 
7.577.94 

654.00 
648.00 
642.00 

120.00 
128.00 
122.00 

779.41 
754.20 
753.00 


Per 

Cent,  of 

ToUl 

Tax. 


6.93 
5.96 
5.16 

3.83 
4.23 
3.39 

.12 
.23 
.12 

.57 
.48 
.42 

.64 

.37 
.37 

1.17 

.96 

1.00 

1.55 
1.58 
1.68 

.52 

.49 

1.01 

2.31 
2.00 
1.89 

.88 
.70 
.74 

4.88 
5.10 
4.86 

.65 
.69 
.63 

2.30 
2.19 
2.12 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 


$231,095.48 
215,305.90 
241,042.64 

313.775.14 
265,538.59 
322.790.40 

142,800.02 
143,199.71 
147.483.46 

713.436.73 
710.657.59 
699.036.51 

34,754.59 
32,480.11 
32,662.34 

123,091.10 
131,806.31 
121,447.56 

1,501,823.35 
1,492.803.10 
1,509,058.58 

318,083.91 
310,689.46 
299,720.38 

121.998.26 
121,034.06 
121,746.42 

1.070,578.70 
1,052.487.39 
1.027.867.85 

13.412.79 
12.705.44 
13.210.87 

18.515.30 
18.707.30 
19.317.30 

33.881.43 
34.370.32 
35,475.09 


ToUl 
Net  Tax. 


$228,303. 
212.579. 
237,743. 

312,509 
264,276 
321,178 

140,744. 
141,229. 
145,207. 

709,489 
706.873 
695,516 

34.486 
32,217 
32,376 

121.390 
130,007 
119,574 

1,488,208 
1,478,624 
1,494,248 


316.043.66 
308.723.23 
297,849.28 

120.314.91 
119.410.00 
120,236.58 


1.061.530 
1.042.955 
1,018,075 


13.317.39 

12.607 

13.103 


18,281.30 
18,448.80 
19.036.80 

33.346.27 
33.762.03 
34.796.06 


} 
1 

.921 
.141 

.isj 

.391 

m\ 

.77] 

1 
1 
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TABLE  VII.— ContmucA 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1932,  1953  and  1934. 


CiTlBS  AND  Towns. 


HopkintoB. 


Jamestown.. 


Johnston.. 


Lincoln.. 


Little  Compton 
Middletown 


Narragansett . 
Newport 


*New  Shoreham. 


North  Kingstown .. 
North  Providence . 
North  Smithiield  .. 
Pa  wt  ucket 


Year. 


ri932 
{1933 
[1934 

ri932 
{1933 
ll934 

1932 
1933 
1934 

[1932 
n933 
[1934 

1932 

1933 

.1934 

ri932 
{1933 
(1934 

ri932 
{1933 
11934 


I 


1932 

1933 

1 1934 


1932 
1933 
1934 

1932 
1933 
1934 

1932 
1933 
1934 

1932 
1933 
1934 


ri932 
{l933 
[1934 


Tax  on  Land. 


$12,001.44 
12.017.28 
12,785.70 

42»238.24 
41,866.58 
41.642.64 

55,769.49 
55,488.08 
54,849.35 

28.834.20 
29,206.14 
29.354.72 

11.684.10 
11.905.50 
11.474.76 

23.544.30 
23,262.23 
24,602.40 

50,354.80 
46,256.52 
46,682.93 

449,860.80 
433.557.86 
421,571.45 

12.368.24 
11.257.12 
11,246.13 

38,011.50 
28,015.05 
31.538.24 

43,278.70 
43,698.80 
43.788.20 

16,193.70 
16,331.40 
15.380.75 

588.189.49 
564,105.15 
564.885.45 


Per 
Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


20.42 
20.42 
19.90 

40.39 
40.16 
39.97 

27.56 
28.14 
28.03 

13.21 
13.41 
13.48 

26.02 
24.93 
24.52 

33.16 
33.25 
33.87 

39.34 
38.31 
38.21 

30.09 
30.59 
30.25 

40.09 
39.73 
40.26 

25.14 
25.10 
24.52 

16.53 
16.89 
16.57 

16.25 
16.43 
14.49 

18.08 
18.63 
18.59 


Tax  on 

Buildings  and 

I  mprovements. 


$35,383.80 
36.436.20 
40,325.90 

51.426.40 
51,668.84 
51,772.62 

127.183.88 
124,812.73 
124.050.86 

147,325.82 
147.216.61 
146,955.16 

24.207.72 
24.828.00 
24,265.86 

3S»298.00 
35.309.14 
37,228.80 

61.706.50 
59.081.97 
59.683.68 

759.036.00 
708.912.00 
691,062.15 

12.403.50 
11,495.00 
11,448.25 

88,666.50 
62.746.95 
70,322.34 

174.785.08 
174,904.08 
177,123.08 

63,500.40 
63,608.40 
67.376.10 

1,956.810.69 
1.843,239.60 
1.845,564.75 


Per 

Centaf 

Total 

Tax. 


60-21 
61-52 
62.77 

49.17 
49.5^ 
49.69 

62.S5 
63.29 
63.4C 

67.49 
67.5S 
67.47 

53.92 
51.99 
51.S5 

49.71 
50.47 
51.24 

48.21 

48.94 
48.^4 

50.77 
50-01 
49.5S 

40.21 
40.5: 
40.9S 

58.65 
56.22 
54.6S 

66.7f 

67.63 
67.04 

63.7! 
64.0(i 
63M 

60.15 

60.8: 
60.74 


'Including  additional  special  school  tax  of  50c  on  all  classes  of  property,  including  intangible 
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TABLE  VII.— Continued 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Tax  on 
Tangible 
Personal. 


$10,815.96 

9.612.00 

10.274.10 

9,832.60 
9,496,44 
9,519.26 

17,429.95 
15,034.13 
15,034.12 

41.157.90 
40,429.20 
40,590.59 

5,050.50 
5,146.50 
4,903.89 

8,718.60 
8,157.34 
7,723.62 

13.548.50 
12,473.63 
12,699.61 

187,348.80 
171,196.80 
171,310.30 

5,656.50 
5,161.75 
4,877.12 

20,050.00 
14,746.20 
16,543.15 

43.368.00 
39.603.00 
42,907.00 

19.544.40 
19.056.60 
23,191.40 

662.633.26 
575.231.40 
584,350.65 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


18.41 
16.33 
15.99 

9.40 
9.11 
9.14 

8.61 
7.62 
7.69 

18.85 
18.56 
18.63 

11.25 
10.77 
10.48 

12.28 
11.66 
10.63 

10.59 
10.33 
10.39 

12.53 
12.08 
12.29 

18.33 
18.22 
17.46 

13.26 
13.22 
12.86 

16.57 
15.31 
16.24 

19.61 
19.18 
21.84 

20.37 
18.99 
19.23 


Tax  on 
Intangible 
Personal. 


$565.68 
779.88 
857.00 

1.086.35 
1.227.72 
1.252.91 

1,991.15 
1.875.51 
1.716.05 

992.40 
988  40 
918.80 

3,953.40 
5,879.40 
6,152.80 

3.448.20 
3.236.40 
3,093.20 

2,377.04 
2.925.28 
3,126.04 

98,801.20 
103,793.60 
109.863.20 

423.00 
418.50 
364.50 

4.460.00 

6.096.00 

10,216.00 

318.40 
511.20 
399.20 

429.60 
386.40 
220.40 

45.488.24 
45,800.28 
43,644.82 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


.96 
1.33 
1.34 

1.04 
1.17 
1.20 

.98 
.95 
.88 

.45 
.45 
.42 

8.81 
12.31 
13.15 

4.85 
4.62 
4.26 

1.86 
2.42 
2.56 

6.61 
7.32 
7.88 

1.37 
1.48 
1.30 

2.95 
5.46 
7.94 

.12 
.20 
.15 

.43 
.39 
.21 

1.40 
1.51 
1.44 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 


$58,766.88 
58,845.36 
64,242.70 

104,583.59 
104.259.58 
104.187.43 

202,374.47 
197,210.45 
195,650.38 

218,310.32 
217,840.35 
217,819.27 

44,895.72 
47,759.40 
46,797.31 

71.009.10 
69.965.11 
72.648.02 

127.986.84 
120,737.40 
122,192.26 

1,495.046.80 
1,417.460.26 
1,393,807.10 

30,851.24 
28,332.37 
27,936.00 

151,188.00 
111,604.20 
128,619.73 

261,750.18 
258,717.08 
264,217.48 

99.668.10 

99,382.80 

106,168.65 

3,253.121.68 
3,028.376.43 
3,038,445.67 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


$57,205.08 
57,399.96 
62,782.20 

103,348.39 
102,947.38 
102,832.43 


199,874 
194,762 
193,177 

216,361 
215,789 
215,592 

44,814 
47,665 
46,682 


70,807.50 
69,619.96 
72,275.72 


127,351.84 
120,164.52 
121,603.10 

1,485,055.34 
1.406,924.80 
1,383,300.65 


29,651 
27,204 
26,772 


149,826.00 
110,659.30 
127,484.48 

258.640.68 
255.627.58 
261.221.98 

98,688.90 

98.349.60 

105,192.85 

3.237,648.81 
3,012,727.68 
3,023,714.02 
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TABLE  Vir.-Concluded 

PncEifTAGE  or  Tax  Assessed  Undek  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  CrriES  and  Towns,  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Crrm  amd  Towna. 


PortsmoutlL 


ProTidence. 


RicbauMuL 


Scttumte. 


Smitlifield 


South  Kingitown. 

Tiyerton 

Warren 


Warwick. 


Westerly. 


West  Greenwich. 
West  Warwick--. 
Woonsocket 


The  Sute. 


Year. 


19321 
1933 
1934 

1932 
1933 
1934 


ri932 
J 1933 
11934 

ri932 
^933 
ll934 

ri932 
^933 
ll934 

[1932 
{1933 
ll934 

ri932 
{1933 
11934 

ri932 
h933 
[1934 

ri932 
{1933 
11934 


I 


1932 
1933 
1934 


fl932 
{1933 
[1934 


I 


1932 
1933 
1934 


fl932 
{1933 
11934 


ri932 
{1933 
11934 


Tax  on  Land. 


129,190.00 
28.525.80 
28.581.60 

3.863.281.18 
3.655.783.67 
3.635,428.83 

5,209.60 
4,835.78 
5,382.10 

16.963.12 
16.977.92 
17,109.92 

14,842.90 
15.677.80 
15,861.50 

32.856.94 
29.251.07 
29,414.38 

28.228.66 
27.788.45 
28.924.94 

29,458.67 
35.213.88 
32,302.62 

290.910.96 
271.828.38 
264.643.64 

115.734.00 
108.700.35 
109.031.44 

4.008.00 
3.979.50 
3.981.00 

52.885.88 
51.553.01 
53.420.48 

555.937.50 
524.283.75 
512.767.50 


$7,397,512.26 
7.072,919.67 
7.050.198.50 


Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


31.47 
31.65 
31.22 

29.45 
28.90 
28.85 

14.39 
15.02 
14.97 

13.53 
13.60 
13.50 

12.52 
13.15 
13.49 

18.35 
18.11 
17.84 

24.90 
23.02 
22.74 

13.72 
14.18 
14.12 

32.38 
30.82 
30.44 

25.15 
25.08 
25.02 

53.98 
52.93 
52.46 

16.98 
17.19 
17.28 

25.76 
26.87 
28.31 


25.87 
25.79 
25.82 


Tax  on 

Buildings  and 

ImproTemcitts. 


Ccn,t.ai 
Total 
Tax. 


$48,985.80 
49.248.00 
49.791.00 

6.688.163.52 
6,511.275.33 
6,474,269.30 

20.448.98 
18.280.50 
20.436.00 

98.149.56 
98.293.36 
99.131.76 

63.145.50 
63.861.S0 
63,769.90 

101.769.60 
91.820.54 
93,902.46 

64,317.50 
64,911-77 
71.330.26 

145.385.89 
170.510.62 
157.247.39 

506.315.88 
497,041.80 
490,494.20 

278.302.80 
266,018.95 
267.259.69 

2,522.25 
2.679.75 
2.787.00 

181.842.00 
177.517.28 
182.632.94 

1,178,822.50 

1,051,055.62 

936,078.12 


$15,809,024.91 
15.262.114.55 
15,134.324.19 


52.82 
54.65 
54-39 

50.99 
51.48 
51.38 

56.49 
56.79 
56.84 

78-32 

78.70 
78.20 

53.28 
53.56 
54.22 

56.85 
56.84 
56.94 

56.74 
53.78 

56.07 

67.70 
68.64 
68.73 

56.35 
56.35 
56.41 

60.48 
61.38 
61.34 

33.97 
35.65 
36.72 

58.37 
59.19 
59.07 

54.64 
53.86 
51.68 


SS.30 
55.66 
55.44 
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TABLE  VII.— Concluded. 

Percentage  of  Tax  Assessed  Under  Each  Classification  to  Total  Tax, 

By  Cities  and  Towns,  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Tax  on 
Tangible 
Personal. 


$12,678.00 
10,618.80 
10,437.00 

2,062,304.35 
1,980,703.97 
1,994,388.20 

10,341.50 
8,879.94 
9,923.43 

8.157.60 
7,683.60 
7,929.60 

39,873.10 
39,033.50 
37,285.70 

26,310.63 
21,472.85 
22,857.38 

18,291.00 
25,611.32 
24,567.20 

33,582.39 
37.250.00 
34,215.28 

87,965.52 
100,540.52 
101,443.34 

45.446.40 
38.887.82 
39,469.20 

853.50 
823.50 
789.75 

68,281.94 
64.140.22 
66,593.70 

402,696.25 
357.097.50 
345.567.50 


$4,547,828.25 
4,257,372.73 
4,281,099.85 


Per 

Cent,  of 
Total 
Tax. 


13.67 
11.78 
11.40 

15.72 
15.66 
15.83 

28.57 
27.58 
27.60 

6.51 
6.15 
6.25 

33.64 
32.73 
31.71 

14.70 
13.29 
13.86 

16.13 
21.22 
19.32 

15.64 
14.99 
14.96 

9.79 
11.40 
11.67 

9.88 
8.97 
9.06 

11.50 
10.95 
10.41 

21.92 
21.38 
21.54 

18.66 
18.30 
19.08 


15.91 
15.52 
15.68 


Tax  on 
Intangible 
Personal. 


$1,896.00 
1.726.00 
2,733.20 

504,051.60 
501,187.20 
496,393.60 

197.20 
196.00 
212.00 

2,055.60 
1,938.80 
2,597.80 

659.20 

666.00 

'  680.00 

18.087.53 
19.004.50 
18,740.83 

2,526.07 
2,388.94 
2,383.54 

6,321.00 
5.445.60 
5,021.20 

13,331.84 
12,581.74 
12,950.94 

20,659.60 
19.809.60 
19,945.60 

41.20 
35.20 
31.20 

8.494.58 

6,707.29 

6,522.48 

20,323.80 
19.110.80 
16,868.40 


$835,540.69 
830,324.71 
834,496.90 


Per 

Cent,  of 

Total 

Tax. 


2.04 
1.92 
2.99 

3.84 
3.96 
3.94 

.55 
.61 
.59 

1.64 
1.55 
2.05 

.56 
.56 
.58 

10.10 
11.76 
11.36 

2.23 
1.98 
1.87 

2.94 
2.19 
2.19 

1.48 
1.43 
1.48 

4.49 
4.57 
4.58 

.55 

.47 
.41 

2.73 
2.24 
2.11 

.94 
.97 
.93 


2.92 
3.03 
3.06 


Total  Tax, 

Including 

Exemptions. 


$92,749.80 
90,118.60 
91.542.80 

13,117.800.65 
12.648.950.17 
12.600,479.93 

36,197.28 
32,192.22 
35,953.53 

125,325.68 
124.893.68 
126,769.08 

118,520.70 
119.238.80 
117,597.10 

179,024.70 
161.548.96 
164,915.05 

113.363.23 
120.700.48 
127,205.94 

214.747.95 
248,420.10 
228,786.49 

898,524.20 
881,992.44 
869,532.12 

460,142.80 
433,416.72 
435,705.93 

7.424.95 
7,517.95 
7,588.95 

311,504.40 
299,917.80 
309,169.60 

2.157,780.05 
1,951,547.67 
1,811,281.52 


$28,589,906.11 
27.422.731.66 
27,300,119.44 


Total 
Net  Tax. 


$92,070.60 
89,420.80 
90,771.92 


13.080,973 
12,609,135 
12,555,945 

36,019 
31,975 
35,686 

125,058 
124.597 
126,461 


117,322.10 
118,023.40 
116.416.90 


} 


} 


177.076.601 
159,844.57> 
163,133.98] 


112,695.23 
119,904.72 
126,230.66 


) 

.051 
.48} 
.19/ 


212,983.05 

246,629 

227.093 


884 
868 
855 


456,625.60 

430,080 

432,314 

7,294 
7,367 
7,431 

308,736.60 
297,219.08 
306,119.30 


2,149 
1,944 
1,803 


1 


$28,438,940 
27.268.027 
27,138,121 
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TABLE  IX. 

Peb  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  THE  Years  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Crrms  and  Towns. 


Barrington 


Bristol — 


Burrillville 


Central  Falls 


Charlestown 


Coventry 


Cranston 


Cumberland. 


East  Greenwich ^. 


East  Providence 


Year. 


ri932 
J 1933 
[1934 

fl932 
1933 
1934 

fl932 
1933 
1934 


fl932 
1933 
1934 


ri932 
^1933 
[1934 


ri932 
^1933 
[1934 

ri932 
J 1933 
[1934 


1932 
1933 
1934 


Valuation. 


$14,016,950.00 
13,196,675.00 
13,163,175.00 

17.314,058.00 
15,212,297,00 
15,142,522.00 

6,431,480.00 
6,429,880.00 
6,214,520.00 

32,359,671.00 
32,120,698.00 
31,517,879.00 

2,796,883.00 
2,704,824.00 
2,718,009.00 

6,356,250.00 
6,304.720.00 
5,808,642.00 

69,503.205.00 
69,152,600.00 
70,200,460.00 

12.984,340.24 
13,025.742.24 
12,886,894.00 

5,601.389.50 
5.479,827.00 
5,488,470.00 

44,778,450.00 
43,258,270.00 
43,308,305.00 


Population. 


5.162 
5,162 
5,162 

11,953 
11.953 
11,953 

7,677 
7.677 

7.677 

25,898 
25,898 
25,898 

1,118 
1,118 
1,118 

6.430 
6,430 
6,430 

42,911 
42.911 
42,911 

10.304 
10,304 
10.304 

3.666 
3,666 
3.666 

29.995 
29,995 
29,995 


Per  Capita 
Valuation. 


$2,715.41 
2,556.50 
2,550,98 

l,44a51 
1,272-67 
1,266.83 

837.75 
837.55 
809,49 

1.249.50 
1,24027 
1.217.00 

2,501.68 
2,419.34 
2,431.13 

98a53 
980.51 
903  J6 

1.619,70 
1.611.53 
1.635.95 

1,260.12 
1,264.14 
1,250.66 

1.527.92 
1.494,77 
1.497.12 

1,492.86 
1,442.18 
1,443.85 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued. 

Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  THE  Years  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Cities  and  Towns. 


Exeter. 


Foster 


Glocester. 


Hopkinton 


Jamestown 


I  ^^ft&{lSXwKA*a**««****«*M«>««***M*>«B»*><  ■••■•■•••• 


Lincoln 


Little  Comptoa... 


Middletown 


Narragansett. 


Year. 


ri932 
h933 
[1934 

ri932 
J 1933 
[1934 


I 


1932 

1933 

[1934 


1932 
1933 
1934 

1932 
1933 
1934 

ri932 
J 1933 
[1934 

fl932 
^1933 
[1934 

fl932 
h933 
[1934 


Valuation. 


$867,022.00 
909,490.00 
893,545.00 

937,665.00 
947,640.00 
975,840.00 

1,807,074.00 
1,775,465.00 
1,757,055.00 

2,501,395.00 
2,554,140.00 
2,906,650.00 

5,384,691.00 
5,392,912.00 
5,392,205.00 

8,917,538.00 
8,676,068.00 
8,572,989.00 

10,503,762.00 
10,475,734.00 
10,452,274.00 

4,393,410.00 
4,952,050.00 
5,062,505.00 

6,475,325.00 
6,434,825.00 
6,538,510.00 

6,843.000.00 
7,034,505.00 
7,151,245.00 


Population. 


1,314 
1,314 
1,314 

946 
946 
946 

1,693 
1,693 
1,693 

2,823 
2.823 
2,823 

1,599 
1.599 
1,599 

9,357 
9.357 
9,357 

10,421 
10,421 
10,421 

1,382 
1,382 
1,382 

2,499 
2,499 
2,499 

1,258 
1,258 
1,258 


Per  Capita 

Valuation. 


$659.83 
692.15 
680.01 

991.18 
1,001.73 
1,031.54 

1,067.37 
1,048.70 
1,037.83 

886.07 

904.76 

1,029.63 

3,367.53 
3,372.67 
3,372.23 

953.03 
927.22 
916.21 

1,007.94 
1,005.25 
1,003.00 

3,179.02 
3,583.24 
3,663.17 

2,591.16 
2,574.95 
2,616.45 

5,439.58 
5,591.81 
5,684.61 
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TABLE  IX.— Continued 

Per  Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  akd  Towns 

FOR  the  Years  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Cities  and  Towns. 

Year. 

Valuation. 

Population. 

Per  Capita 
Valuation. 

V  p  wfx>rt       

fl932 
{1933 
[1934 

$82,462,700.00 
80,244,200.00 
81,653,300.00 

27,612 
27.612 
27,612 

$2,986.48 
2,906.13 

2,957.16 

Vpiv  Shoreham 

1932 

1933 

[1934 

1,021,275.00 
1.020,550.00 
1,000,800.00 

1,029 
1,029 
1.029 

99Z49 
991.78 

972.59 

North  Kingstown 

1932 
-  1933 
[1934 

8,381.700.00 

8,990.950.00 

10,118,150.00 

4,279 
4,279 
4,279 

1,958,79 
2,101.18 
2,364.60 

North  Providence 

fl932 
\  1933 
[1934 

12,995,714.00 
12.883,619.00 
13,140,939.00 

11,104 
11,104 
11,104 

1,170.36 
1,160.26 
1,183.44 

North  Smithfield 

ri932 

.  1933 

1934 

5.566,250.00 
5,539,000.00 
6,229,950.00 

3,945 
3,945 
3,945 

1,410.96 
1,404.05 
1.579.20 

Pawtuckct 

1932 

<  1933 

1934 

147.208,680.00 
143,313.510.00 
143,358,725.00 

77,149 
77,149 
77,149 

1.908.10 
1.857.61 
1,858.20 

Portsmouth - - 

fl932 

.  1933 

1934 

7,988,550.00 
7,739,400.00 
8,019,860.00 

2.969 
2,969 
2,969 

2.690.65 
2.606.73 
2,701.19 

Providence 

fl932 

.  1933 

1934 

639,356,640.00 
619,420,120.00 
616,239,400.00 

252,981 
252,981 
252,981 

2,52729 
2.445.48 
2,435.91 

Richmond 

1932 

.  1933 

1934 

1,985,655.00 
1,864,960.00 
1,872,189.00 

1,535 
1,535 
1,535 

1,293.58 
1.214.95 
1,219.66 

Scituate 

fl932 

.  1933 

1934 

8.201,080.00 
8.150,580.00 
8,390,930.00 

2,292 
2,292 
2,292 

3,57ai3 
3,556.09 
3,660.96 
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TABLE  IX.— Concluded. 

Capita  Local  Assessed  Valuation  of  the  State,  Cities  and  Towns 

FOR  THE  Years  1932,  1933  and  1934. 


Cities  and  Towns. 

Year. 

Valuation. 

Population. 

Per  Capita 
Valuation. 

Smithficld 

1932 
-  1933 
(1934 

$5,997,225.00 
6,033,730.00 
5,956,205.00 

3.967 
3.967 
3.967 

$1,511.77 
1.520.98 
1,501.43 

South  Kitigstowa    ..  

ri932 

.  1933 

1934 

V 

11,916,399.00 
12,162,656.00 
12,284,058.00 

6,010 
6,010 
6.010 

1.982.76 
2,023.73 
2,043.93 

Tiverton - 

ri932 
{1933 
[1934 

6,139,975.00 
6,592,940.00 
6,637^10.00 

4.578 
4,578 
4,578 

1.341.19 
1,440.13 
1.449.80 

ri932 

.  1933 

1934 

11,328,460.00 
11,008.755.00 
10.665,130.00 

7,974 
7,974 
7,974 

1.420.67 
1.380.58 
1,337.48 

Warwick 

ri932 

«1933 

1934 

39,644,440.00 
39,549,525.00 
39,865,065.00 

23.196 
23.196 
23,196 

1.709.10 
1,705.01 
1,718.61 

Westerly 

fl932 

^1933 

1934 

V 

23,327,650.00 
23,103,900.00 
23,231,175.00 

10,997 
10.997 
10.997 

2,121.27 
2,100.92 
2,112.50 

West  Greenwich. 

ri932 

h933 

1934 

493,850.00 
497,650.00 
501,150.00 

402 
402 
402 

1,228.48 
1,237.93 
1.246.64 

West  Warwick 

ri932 
^1933 
[1934 

17,134,307.00 
16,573,329.00 
16,609,501.00 

17,696 
17,696 
17,696 

968.25 
936.55 
938.60 

Woonsocket 

fl932 

-1933 

1934 

1 

90,265,050.00 
81,777,025.00 
75,680,725.00 

49,376 
49,376 
49,376 

1.82811 
1,656.21 
1,532.74 

The  State....... 

fl932 
h933 
[1934 

$1,382,189,158.74 
1,342,504,761.24 
1,337,611,156.00 

687,497 
687,497 
687,497 

$2,010.46 
1,952.74 
1,945.62 
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